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NOTE  ON  MANCHURIAN  PLACE  NAMES. 


The  Manchnrian  place  names  mentioned  in  this  yolnme  are  given  in 
nearly  every  oase  in  Ohinese :  transliterated  on  the  Wade  system,  but 
without  its  aspirates  or  accents.  The  Chinese  syllables  forming  the 
names  have  been  divided  by  hyphens.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Korean 
place  names,  and  a  few  Japanese  forms  which  it  was  thonffht  desirable  to 
preserve,  are  printed  in  one  word,  e,g.,  in  Chiao-ton  (l^^oto),  the  first 
name  is  Ohinese,  and  that  in  brackets  the  Japanese  form.  A  lisw  geo- 
graphical terms,  however,  which  constantly  form  the  terminal  words  of 
place  names,  have  been  printed  in  the  Ohinese  rendering  unconnected 
by  a  hyphen  and  with  an  mitial  capital  letter,  e,g.,  Shan  (mti),.  Ling  (jpass, 
or  mountain).  Ho  (river) ;  and  in  the  Japanese  translittfk^tion  sepaiated 
by  a  hyphen,  e.^.,  Okasaki-yaina  (Gkneral  Okasaki's  hill),  Yoshi-rei 
(Yoshi  Pass).  There  is  an  apparent  excepuon  to  this  mle  where  such 
words  form  the  integral  part  of  a  place  name  as  in  Tieh-ling,  *'  Iron- 
mount "  (</.  Bed  Hill  and  JEtedhill).  Ac^ectives  and  points  of  the  compass 
which  serve  to  distinguish  villages  of  similar  name  have  also  been  printed 
as  separate  words  ta  assist  the  eye,  e.^.,  Tung  (east)  IVli-chuang,  Hsi 
(west)  Pa*li-chuang,  Ta  (great)  Hsi-kou,  Hsiao  (little)  ^si-kou. 

The  names  of  Chinese  villages  are  ver^  frequently  taken  from  ihe 
surname  of  the  principal  family  residing  in  them,  e.g.,  Yang-chia-ton, 
"  Yang  family  village '' ;  Chin-chia-wo-peng,  "  Chin  family  huts  "  j  or 
from  some  natural  or  artificial  feature,  as :  Tuan-shan-ohi,  **  Bound-top 
hill  hamlet " ;  Ta-shih-chiao,  "  Ghreat  stone  bridge."  Combinations  o( 
good  omen,  like  Fu-shun,  "  Peace  and  harmony,'  Ping-tai-tsu,  *'  Peace 
and  eminence,"  are  also  common.  Size  is  sometimes  indicated,  as  in 
Ssu-chia-tun,  "  Four  house  village  " ;  Ta-tien-tau,  **  Large  inn  village  " ; 
Ohin-lien-cheng,  '*  Nine  part  city  " ;  or  distance  from  some  large  town, 
as  Pa-li-chuang,  *'  Eight  mile  village  " ;  Bhih-li-ho,  "  Ten  mile  stream." 
Descriptive  names  are  naturally  common,  e,g.,  Chi-kuan  Shan, "  Cockscomb 
Hill";  Yu-tai  Shan,  "Beautiful  Hill";  Lien-tao-wan,  "Connected- 
island  bend"  (on  the  Tai-tzu  Biver). 

In  some,  however,  the  origin  of  the  name  is  less  obvious,  as  in  Tai-tsu 
Ho,  "  Emperor's  Son  river  " ;  Liao  Ho,  "  Distant  river  " ;  Hai-oheng,  the 
"Citjr  on  the  Sea"  (which  is  30  miles  off) ;  Feng-huang-cheng,  "Male 
phoenix  and  female  phoenix  city." 

The  following  are  the  significations  of  some  of  the  other  names  which 
occur  most  frequently  in  the  reports : — 


Hei-kou-tai 
Hun  Ho 
Liao-jang  - 
Ho-tien  Ling 
Nan  Shan  • 
Nin-chuang  - 
Pen-hsi-hu 
Pi-tsu-wo 
ShaHo      - 
Bhon-shan  pu 
Ta-lien  Wan 
Te-li-ssu 
Tian-shni-tien 
Ya-lu 

Ten-tai      - 
Ying«kon     • 


Black  ravine  eminence. 
Muddy  river. 
Distant  light  or  sun. 
Touch  heaven  past. 
South  Mountam. 
Cattle  farm. 
Source  stream  lake. 
Fox  cub  den. 
Sandy  river. 
Chief  hill  village. 
Great  connected  bay. 
Obtain  advantage  temple. 
Sweet  water  village. 
Wild  duck. 
Ojnnm  eminence. 
Camp  mouth. 


Mukden  is  a  Mauchu  form,  meaninj^^  "  Flourishing  City  ";  in  Ohineee 
it  is  called  Feng-tien  Fu  or  Shen-ohing,  "  Heaven  Bom  "  or  '*  Affluent 
City." 
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Tbe  moit  coDitftntly  recurring  sjllables  have  the  Attached  meunlngi : — 

Qtua  •          •  •  a  famiij  or  houAo, 

Pn             -  -  •  polioe  post  or  amaU  Tillage. 

Ton  -           »  -  a  villo^. 

Txti           -  -  a  dim  inn  tire  or  suffij^  without  special  meaning. 

Wo*peng       -  -  ft  collection  of  buta. 

Th*  foUowing  appear  frequently — 

(a)  at  the  beginning  of  place  namea ; — 


Ta      «            -    great. 

Hsiao 

, 

little. 

Pei        .        -    nonh. 

Nan. 

•'        » 

south. 

Tung             *    eatl 

HmI 

• 

we«t. 

Shftng  •        •    upper. 

Haia 

• 

lower. 

Ohien            •    front. 

Hon 

-. 

baok. 

Yn    •           ^    right  hand. 

Tbo  • 

*        » 

left  hand. 

Chang  •        -    middle. 

{h}  at  the  end  of  namea : — 

Bbari      -  mountain. 

Lbg 

-    pass. 

Ho         •  river* 

Kon 

*     ravine, 

month,  itG. 

Chuang-  Tillage, 

Ohi&o 

-    bridge. 

Kuang  «  Tilhiga  in  a  Tillage. 

Faug 

'    house. 

Tan        .  rillage* 

Lon 

-    tower. 

Tien       <  village  with  inn. 

Miao 

-    temple. 

Tsnn      *  Tillage. 

S«a 

*• 

Tai         •  eminence^ 

The  colonri  are— 

Hei  -           -           .    black. 

Fai 

-    white. 

Lan     *           *        *    hlii0i 

Hung 

•    red. 

Ho&tig         -           -    yellow. 

Tha  nnmerals— 

Yi        .           -        •    one. 

Uu 

•    tis. 

Erh  -           •           -    two. 

Ohi 

.    aev«n. 

Ban      -           .       -    threes 

Pa  - 

-    eight. 

Ssn  -           •           •    four. 

Chin 

-    nine. 

Wn       -            '        *    five. 

8hih 

*    ten. 

A  lift  of  the  commoiter  Chinese*  worda  in  geographical  use  is  given 
f  in  the  hope  that  the  meanin]:^  may  aid  the  memory  in  retalnlDg  the 
i  of  localitiee.  It  motjt,  however,  be  nnderBtuod  that  theae  sjliablen 
have  the  meaaing  attached  to  them  only  when  ihoy  repreeent  tae  ideo- 
g?ami  by  which  the  worda  would  be  written  by  a  Uhinaman,  or  are 
prosKomnoed  in  the  exact  **  tone  **  by  which  they  an*  distLoguiabed  when 
mkiOit  M*,  Feng,  which  is  translated  *"  a  Tnountain  pe»k»"  '*  wind«**  and 
piuniiXp  *  IB  represented  by  three  eeparate  Chineae  Ideograms,  and 
iMri  Mm  many  other  fmff  in  the  Jan^njage.  The  aspbftnte  and  acoonti 
hMwm  lieen  inaerted  to  make  the  hat  more  generally  uaefuL 


M  or  yai,  a  hank^ 
Qh\  im^  a/ork. 


Chja,  a  family t  a  tumaine. 
Chiang,  a  rivers  a  §mmami0m 
Ohiao^  a  brid^i^^ 
Chieh,  a  botinffar^t  ^  t^'oei. 
Chien,  (t  fn*juniain  sirv<tm^  a  1 
Oh'ien, /ftknj^  fm.m4:y^  a  turruniKf. 
Ch'i,  ie^km^  a  villagr*,  ridge. 
(yh'Lh,  a  tma/j  prntd^  i//«*Ti  art^tialt 

rt^iish, 
Ohio,  goldt  matt  afvrd. 
Uh'ing,  char,  piitv,  j^ny,  «r  dmrk- 


OMUt  a  marhti  town  er  miltagv. 


Ching,  a  ihorm  hrnvK  o  wt4i 
Chiut  wiiK*t  *>wi^ 
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Cba,  a  pig,  hamboo. 

Ohnaiiy  a  tpring, 

Ohaang,  a  viUage. 

Chang,  middU. 

Erh,  two,  a  dimiinutUfe  particle  of 

sound. 
Fang,  a  hott^,  a  region. 
Fei,  a  aoddeea. 
F6n,  dividing,  grave. 
JP^ng,   a   fnowntain  peak,   wind, 

phmMx. 
Fu,  a  prefedurdl  tHy,  happi/neM^  a 

9wmame. 
Hai,  ihe  eea, 
Hei,  hlaok. 
Ho,  a  river. 
Hon,  hack,  (e^tnd. 
Hsi,  west,  good  luck,  stream. 
Hsia,  hdow,  a  surname. 
Hsiaugy  a  eeemt^  a  hye-street  or  Ume. 
Hsiao,  smaU. 
Hsien,  a  district,  or   ddsiriet  city, 

thread. 
Hsin,  new. 

Hn,  a  large  lahe^  a  tiger* 
"Kua^  flowers,  words,  or  language. 
Hnai,  a  tree  like  the  ash. 
Hnang,  yellow. 
Hai,  oea^tty,   a   society,   ashes,    to 

r^um  or  come  Iniek. 
Han,  dull  or  muddy. 
Hung,  red. 

Jib,  sun  or  day,  post  station. 
Kao,  high,  a  surname, 
Kou,  a  ditch  or  drain,  canal,  ravine, 

valley  or  mdlah,  dog» 
K'on,  a  mouth,  a  mountain  pass,  a 

bay,  a  place  where  two  roaas  cross. 
Ku,  a  drum,  a  girl,  ancient,  poor,  a 

valley,  grain,  a  surname. 
K'a,  hUter,  dried^p,  to  weep, 
Eaan,  a  harrier,  a  mowntain  pass, 

an  officer  or  officiai. 
K'nang,  a   village   in  a  valley,  a 

basket. 
Eang,  a  duke. 
K'nng,  empty,  a  surname. 
La,  fccue,  wax-tree. 
Lai,  to  come,  a  surname. 
Lan,  blue. 

Lang,  a  wolf,  a  wave. 
Lao,  old,  dijjioult. 
Li,  a  plum  or  pear,  inside^  a  sur- 

name,    ihe    (Jkinese    measure    of 

distance^  one  third  of  a  mile. 
Lia,  ttoo. 

Liang,  two,  cool,  a  surname, 
Liao,  distant. 

Lien,  joined  or  connected,  the  lotus. 
Lin,  a  grove  of  trees,  near  to. 
Ling,  a  mountain,  a  mountain  pass, 

a  tomb. 
Lin,  six,  flowing,  a  common   sur- 

name. 


^»J9y  or  happiness,  to  lower  or  let 

faU. 
Lon^  a  tower. 
Ln,  a  road  or  way, 
Lu,  donkey. 
Long,  a  dlragon. 
Ma,  a  horse,  a  surname. 
Mai,  wheal,  to  buy,  to  teU,  to  bury. 
Mao,  a  cat,  an  anchor^  a  surname. 
Ma«t'oa,    (horse-head)    a   pier    or 


Lei,  eoal^  plums^  a  surname. 

Mdn,  a  door ^  gate,  or  euiramce. 

Miao,  a  tempts,  a  ouruame, 

Miem,  flour,  face  or  side, 

Ming,  bright. 

Mo,  a  umL 

Ma,  mother,  a  swmame. 

Nan,  south,  diffiouU. 

Ni,  tiHMi. 

Ning,  peace,  safety  or  tranquiUty,  a 
swmams. 

Nin,  a  cow. 

Nil,  a  woman. 

Pa,  eight.  ' 

Fai,  white. 

Pan,  haHf,  a  board  orplanh. 

P'ang,  a  surname, 

Pao,  to  protect 

Tei^  north, 

Pdn,  a  source. 

P6ng,  a  shed. 

P'ing,  leveH,  peace  or  peacrful, 

Po,  a  smaU  take,  a  gcUe. 

P'u,  a  police  post  or  station,  a  shop 
or  snuiU  vUtage. 

Ban,  three. 

Sang,  the  mulberry. 

Sha,  sand. 

8hsai,hUl  or  mountain. 

Shang,  over  or  upon,  trade  or  com- 
merce. 

Sbdn,  a  god  or  spiriL 

Shih,  ten,  stone. 

Sbon,  life4ong,  a  hand, 

Shn,  a  tree,  a  book. 

Shnang,  a  pear. 

Shni,  water. 

So,  a  place,  a  lock. 

Ss^,  a  temple,  four. 

Snnff ,  fir  or  pme. 

Ta,  lofye. 

T'a,  pagoda,  otter, 

Tai,  a  terrace,  an  eminence. 

Tan,  single. 

T'an,  a  village,  a  watetfaU,  rapids. 

Tang,  a  dry  river  bed  wet  in  rain,  a 
spring^  a  vend,  sugar. 

Tao,  an  island  or  promontory,  a 
road. 

T*ao,  a  peach. 

Td,  virtue. 

Ti,  embankment,  earth, 

T'ieb,  iron. 
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Tien,  an  inn,  a  mttmge. 

Ti«n,  heoMm,  wwrn^  day,  a  JMd,  a 


Ting,  a  natl^  a  tummit^  a  depart^ 

wumUdciiy. 
To,  a  eamel. 
Ton,  a  hwn,  a  mmame. 
Ton,  head. 
Tnng,  a  granary. 
Tmk),  a  date  {frui(i. 
Ts'ao,  9Uraw  or  groM. 
Tm>,  lefUkand. 

Tsni,  a  heak,  very,  eMeedingly. 
Ti'nn,  a  village. 
Ta,  a  ferry,  a  eumatne. 
Tn,  a  hare, 
Tnn,  a  village. 
TvLDg^eaet. 
Tz&,  fnar$hf  ground,  a  eon,  a  dimi- 

wiuive  pcSrlide  of  eownd. 
Wa,  a  tile,  a  ewamp  or  marsh,  a 

hamlet,  a  depreeeion. 
Wan,  a  hay,  a  hend  in  road   or 


Wang,  hing,  a  common  ou/mame,  io 

hope,  a  met. 
Wei*  a  emaU  eea^eide  fortified  poet, 

a  iofl,  a  auriMMiie. 
Whk,  warm,  literature,  claesicaL 
WOf  a  neat  or  colleciion,  a  eave. 
Wn,  fi/oe,  mUiiary,  a  tumame. 
Ya,  a  tooth. 
Yai  or  ai,  a  hank, 
Yao,  a  hrich  or  other  kiln. 
Yang,  the  ooean,  the  poplar  tree,  a 

awmamo,  a  sheep, 
Yeh,wild. 
Yen,  salt,  smoJee^  iobaoco,  a  swaUowt 

awUd  goooe, 
Yi,  one. 
Ym,shado. 
Ying,  a  **camp,"  military  mnit  or 

harraek,  a  gram  or  graveyard. 
Yn,  righi-hand. 
Yii,  fiSh  or  rain. 
Ynan,  a  spring,  a  yard  or  garden, 

far-^f,  a  surname. 
Yun,  clonde  or  cloudy. 


ORDER  OF  BATTLE  OF  THE  JAPANESE  FORCES. 

IN  JAPAN. 

Commander-in-Chief     ...  -    H.M.  the  Bmperor. 

Chief  of  Stair  at  General  Head-Quarters         -    Field-Marshal     Marquis 

Yamagata. 
Sub-Chief  of  Staff  at  (General  Head-Quarters  -    Major-General  Nagaoka. 


IN  MANCHURIA. 


Commander-in-Chief 
Chief  of  Stair 


Field-Marshal     Marquis 

Oyama. 
Greneral  Baron  Kodama. 


FiBST  A&MY. 

General  Baron  Kuroki. 

Guard  Division. 
Snd  „ 

12th 

Afler  tho  battle  of  the  Ya-lu  it  was  joined  by  the  Guard   Mixed 
Beserre  Brigade. 

Secovd  Armt. 

General  Baron  Oku. 

At  Nan  Shan  this  Army  consisted  qf  the — 

Ist  DiTision. 

3rd 

4th        „ 

At  Te-li-ssn  of  the— 

8rd  Division. 
4th        „ 
5Ui       .. 
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At  Ta-shih-chiao  of  the— 

drd  DiviBion. 

4th 

5th 

6th        „ 

At  Liao-yang  and  the  Sha  Ho  of  the— 

3rd  DiviBion. 
4th        „ 
6th 

At  Mukden  of  the — 

3rd  DiTision. 
4th        „ 
5th 

8ch        „ 
Yarioas  reserve  anits  were  also  at  different  times  attached  to  the 
Army. 

Thqld  Abmt. 

General  Baron  Nogi. 

This  Army  at  first  oonsisted  of— 

Ist  IHrisioii. 
11th      „ 

A  reserye  brigade. 
A  naval         ,, 

It  was  joined  in  Jnty  1904  by— 

9th  Division. 

A  reserve  brigade. 

And  in  November  1904  by  the — 

7th  Division. 

On  the  conclusion  of  the  sieg^  of  Port  Arthur  the  11  th  Division  was 
transferred  to  the  Fifth  or  Ya-lu  Army. 

FomiTH  ASMT. 

Greneral  Count  Nodzu. 

This  at  first  oonsisted  only  of  the — 

10th  Division. 

It  was  joined  in  July  1904  by— 

5th  Division  (from  the  Second  Army). 
A  reserve  brigade. 

At  the  battle  of  Mukden  it  oonsisted  of  the— 

6th  Division. 
10th        „ 

Fifth  (ob  Ya-lu)  Abmt. 

Oeneral  Kawamura. 

This  Army,  which  was  formed  during  the  winter  of  1904-5,  consisted 
of  the— 

11th  Division. 

A  reserve  division. 
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THE  DIVISIONS. 

€hard  Divinon  (General  Baron  Hashegawa,  succeeded  bj  Lieut.-Greneral 
N.  ABada)  :^ 

left  Gnard  Infantry  Brigade  (Major- General  N.  Asada,  succeeded  by 
Major-General  Isaki). 
Ist  Gnard  Infantry  Regiment. 
2nd    ,,  „  „ 

2nd  Gkiard  Infantry  Brigade  (Major-General  A.  Watanabe). 
3rd  Gnard  Infanlry  Regiment. 
«tn     ,,  ,1  t» 

Gnard  Cavalry  Regiment.  , 

„      Artillery        ,, 
„       £ngineer  Battalion,  &g. 

Ut  DMtion  (Lient.-(}eneral  Prince  Fushimi,  snooeeded  by  Lient.-GkncM 
M.  ICatsnmnra) : — 
Ist  LiAuitry  Brigade  (Major-General  M.  Matsamnra,  succeeded  by 
Mijor-GUmeral  Osako). 
Itt  Infantry  Regiment. 
ISth    ,. 
2iid  InfimtTT  Brigade  (Ma]or*(}6neral  S.  Nakamnra). 
2nd  In&ntry  Regiment. 
3rd        „  „ 

lit  Cayalry  Regiment. 
„  Artilleiy        „ 
„  Engineer  Battalion,  Sto. 

2md  Dimtion  (General  Baron  Nishi,  snooeeded    by  Lieut.-Qeneral  8. 
Kishijima) : —      ^ 
Srd  Infantry  Brigade  (Major-General  M.  Matsnnaga). 
4th  Infantry  Regiment. 
S9th      ^ 
I5th  Infkntnr  Brigade  (Major-Gkneral  S.  Okasaki). 
16tli  Innmtiy  Regiment. 
30th        „  ,, 

2nd  (Tavalry  Regiment. 
„   Artiltoy 
„   Engineer  Battalion,  S^o, 

Zrd  Diviii^n  (Lient.-Oeneral  Baron  Y.  Oshima)  :— 

5th  Infantry  Bri«Mle  (Major-General  K.  Yamagnchi). 
6th  Infantry  Kegiment. 


17th  Infantry  Brigade  (Major-General  J.  Kodama). 
18th  Infimtry  Regiment. 
3iih      „  „ 

3rd  OaTalry  Regiment, 
ft  Artillery        „ 
„   Engineer  Battalion,  Ac. 

4ik  Dimtion  (Lient.-General  Baron  Ogawa,  succeeded  by  Lieut.-General 
K.  Trakamoto):— 

7th  Infantry  Brigade  (Major-General  S.  Nishijima,   succeeded  by 
Lieut.*Gkneral  E.  Tsukamcto). 
8th  Infantry  Regiment. 
37th      „  „ 

19lh  InftMd^  Brigpftde  (Major-General  S.  Ando,  luoceeded  by  Major- 
General  Hayaahi). 
9Ui  Infimtry  Regimenlb 
38th      „  „ 

4th  OaTilrf  Regiment. 
„   Ar^kfy      „ 
«  Engineer  Battalion,  Ao. 


— cceeded  b  j 


:^Mi  l«teBlr7  Brigade  (Ifajor^SeiMna  T.  Suto).  « 

^^        ^  «t 

Ti2i  QMmhr  BegiflMDi. 
„   Aiiilkiy        ^         • 
.,   S^irtBMr  Battmlkm,  Ac. 
>a  DtcMHi  (Iieiii.-Generml  Baron  Tateami)  :— 

4A  Infm&tvy  Brigade  (M^r-G«Deral  M.  TVnabe). 
5th  In&ntiT  Beffunant. 
31«t      ,. 
IMi  Infantgr  Brigade  (IL^-Ganaral  A.  Kimiira). 
I7lh  In&atrr  BagimeBk 
S2iid        ^  „ 

8tk  Oa^aliy  Bagimeni. 
••  JLriillafy        „        (monntam  ipin^. 
M  Baginaer  Baiftalkxi. 
,.  TVain  Battalion^  Ac> 

9«A  Z>»WMa»  (Lietti.-€N»ana  Bm««  H«  Oiknaa) .-— 

(ii  h  Inhnk^  Brigada  (M^or^ChMcal  H.  loluiiolia). 
7ih  Jbaltetry  EamMttl. 

aMh  „       ^;; 

IMi  ^AMitry  BriMda  (liiJ9r..QaaMal  Himla}. 
Iftih  lui^teTBagittait. 

Ml  C^avalry  Hagynaak 
..    AxialW-j  (MMAlaiiigwa). 

..   Bugiuear  BatMion,  Acw 

'%£!::ttA^  ^^  K^wa««a.  siMKaadad  bj  Liant.- 

S»h  Iii^v  Brigada  (MajcMsQanana  ^B.  'Mo)* 


*4i*  ii^i;m4ciu  ci>imttinja  (MUy  Uw  \mJmnm^  two  Mi  aad  tvo 
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plOftI  D*f*i#l>«  — ©out. 

20th  Infkntry  firlgado  (Mftjor-GdQeml  M,  Mariu)* 
90lh  iBfn^ntrj  Regimen  L 
mh 
lOlb  OttTftlry  Eegiment. 
I,     AriiUery        ,,        [moimt&in  gum)* 

lllh  Dim#ion  fLieut.'Gt?neral  Bw^ti  TuscbiTa) ;  — 

22Dd  Infantry  Brigade  (MfiJor*Qen6ral  T.  Kamiso)* 

t2th  lufftotry  Regiment. 

45rd        ., 
10th  Infantrr  Brigade  {Major-Genorftl  N.  TftCEiaiiftka)« 

2$j\d  Inrantrj  EegimBnt. 

lltb  GftV'&Irj  Hegim«iit. 
M    ArtiHerf        ^^         (moontabi  gmiA). 
•I     Engineer  Battalion,  &o* 

ISli  lHpi«ioi»  riiieut'OeTierul  Baron  Inonje) . — 

ISUi    Infantry  Brigade    (Me^or^  Genera  I    N^  Sasaki^  succeeded    by 

14th  Infantrj  EegitnaDt^ 
4?th        .. 
23rd     In  ran  try     Brigade    (M^or-Genuml    Klgoshi,    snoceeded    b/ 
Ijiiamiira)^ 
SHth  lofantrj  Eegimeni, 

mh      , 

ISth  Oaralrj  Begimant, 

M    Artillerv         >*  (moanlam  gfuui). 

„    Engineer  Baitation,  &c. 

The  IStli  and  lith  Divisions  were  formed  in  April  lOO'i*  and  the  loth 
and  16th  IHTiiiona  in  Julf  1906;  they  were  in  the  prooesa  of  being  tent 
lo  the  left  of  the  Japan efa  line  when  tlie  war  oame  to  an  end. 

INDEPENDlfNT    CAVALBY. 

ist  CaTalry  Brigade  (Major- General  Akiyaoiia)  t — 
I3th  UaTalrj  B^giment. 

Hth       „  ., 

Snil  Cavalry  Brigade  (Major<Ckaieral  Friaoe  Kaiiaiii«  sneceeded 
by  Major''0eiie(ral  Tamnra)  :— 

15th  Cavalry  Kegimeiit. 
16th 

beh  regiment  eonsiated  of  4  iquadrona. 

mpEPENBKNT    ARTILLIRY, 

ImI  Artillery  Brigade  t — 

IBth  Artillery  Regiment. 

I4th        ,. 

I6th        ,, 
2nd  Artillery  Brigade  : — 

I6lh  Artillery  Regiment. 

17th 

18th 

■Mb  rtigiiiient  wmi  fojined  of  %  battaliona  of  3  fleJ4  balteriei  aaoh. 


RE81HVE    fORMATtONS. 

In  a  certain  Dmmhcr  of  diTiaioiual  diatriota  tntMirvi'  brinadei  were 
t  finned  and  icnl  to  the  front  i  eome  of  theee  were  mixed  brigadeef  otbari 
|9Qaiiated  el  ialantzy  only. 

B    $Gan.         --     .  —   —     ^  —  . 
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DILBY  OP  THE  WAB  • 


1904. 


5  February. — ^Diplomatio  relations  broken  off  by  the  Japanese  Minister 
at  St.  Petersborg. 

8  February. — Japanese  Sqnadron  nnder  Admiral  XJria,  escorting  three 
transports  with  four  infantry  battalions,  arrives  at  Oheinnlpo. 

8  Febmary. — Attack  by  Japanese  Sqnadron  nnder  Admiral  Togo  on 
Port  Arthur.    Two  Russian  battleships  and  one  cruiser  torpedoed. 

9  February.— Naval  attack  at  Port  Arthur  renewed.     One  Russian 
battleship  and  three  cruisers  iigured. 

Japanese  destroy  Russian  cruiser  '*  Yariag  "  and  gpinboat  *'  Koreta  '* 
at  Chemulpo. 

14  February. — ^Attack  on  Port  Arthur  by  Japanese  destroyen.    Russian 
cruiser  torpedoed. 

16  February.— The  Japanese  cruisers    '*  Nisshin  "  and    **  Kasuga  " 
arrive  at  Yokosuka  from  Grenoa. 

12th  Division  commences  to  disembark  at  Chemulpo. 

17  Febmary. — ^Admiral  Makarov    appointed  to  supersede  Admiral 
Starck. 

21  February. — General  Knropatkin  appointed  Oommander-in-Ohief  of 
Russian  forces  in  Manchuria. 

24  February.— First  attempt  to  block  the  entrance  to  Port  Arthur. 

27  February. — 12th  Division  completes  its  disembarkation  at  Chemulpo. 

28  February — Japanese  and  Russians  in  touch  near  Pingyang. 

29  February — Japanese  take  possession  of  Hai-ynn  Tao,  one  of  the 
Elliot  Islands. 

4  March. — Ghiard  and  2nd  Divisions  complete  their  mobilization  and 
concentrate  at  Hiroshima. 

6  March. — Admiral  Kamimura  bombards  Vladivostok. 

12  March. — General  Knropatkin  leaves  Sfe.  Petersburg. 

18  March. — Disembarkation   of    the  Guard   and   2nd  Divisions   at 
Chinampo  commences. 

21-22  March.— Naval  bombardment  of  Port  Arthur.    Russian  Fleet 
takes  up  a  position  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 

27  March. — Second  attempt  to  block  the  entrance  to  Port  Arthur. 
G^eral  Knropatkin  reaches  Harbin. 

28  March. — Guard  and  2nd  Divisions  complete  disembarkation  at 
Chinampo. 

1  April. — 1st  and  Srd  Divisions  concentrated  at  Hiroshima. 
4th  Division  completes  mobilization  at  Osaka. 

13  April. — Asada  Detachment  of  the  First  Army  reaches  Wiju. 
Admiral  Makarov  comes  out  from  Port  Arthur.    On  the  return  of 

the  Russian  Squadron  the  "  Petropavlovsk "  is  sunk  by  a  mine,  and 
Admiral  Makarov  drowned. 

15  ApriL — ^The  cruisers  "  Kasuga  "  and  '*  Nisshin  "  bombard  Port 
Arthur  by  high-angle  fire  from  Pigeon  Bay. 

20  April.— Sasaki  Detachment  arrives  on  the  Ya-ln,  15  miles  east  of 
Wyu. 

21  April. — First  Army  concentrated  at  W^n. 

26  April. — Japanese  transport  "  Kinshin  Mam  "  sunk  by  two  Russian 
torpedo  bottta. 

*  First  Armyi  1st  DiTifion,  fto.,  refer  to  the  J^Muiese  ForoM. 


27  Af»ri1^— Third  attempt  to  block  tb^  eiitr»DG«  to  Port  Arthur. 

ao  Apiil  and  1  Maj.— BattlQ  of  the  Yu-tu.  Tho  Firet  Aruiy,  under 
Kiroki,  diofeatA  Kuttai&nB  under  Zaeulich. 

I  Mi^. — Jtbp&oe^  renew  their  attempts  to  blook  eatf&uoe  to  Fori 
Antnu'. 

4  Maj. — Second  Arm/  (libi  3rd»  and  4th  Dmoioiii))  aaila  frotn 
Chiuatupo* 

If  liaj.^Secoad  Armj  oonHDenoaa  lauding  uaar  Fi^bzu-iro. 
0  May, — Fitst  Army  OGCupieB  Feng-huaug-cheng. 
il  Hm^, — Beoond  Army  onta  the  railway  at  pQ-laa^tieii. 
1(1  May. — Oossacks  uu&ucoe^sfully  attack  Auju. 

II  May. — Qreuter  part  of  Agtttiag  troopa  of  tS^ooad  Army  and  ftrti 
Ijiie  traotsport  complete  landiiig^ 

li  May.— ^apaue^ie  Fleets  under  AdmlraJ  Kntaoka^  bombarda  Ta-Uen- 
waa, 

14  May. — J»patieEie  occnpy  Pu<lau*tieii. 

1&  May. — The  omiser  **  Vo^hino*'  iimk  m  oolbaiuu  with  cruiser 
**  Kaluga."  The  batiieiibip  *'  ilatauie'*  sunk  by  a  mine  ucar  Port  Arthar. 
fiih  iii vision  and  I  si  Cavalry  Brigade  oammetioo  lauding  uear  Pi*tsu-WQ. 

Id  May ^^ Second  Army  moTea  on  Ohin^ohou. 

19  May-^lOth  Div^ieion  Fourth  Army  commenoestt  landing  at  Ta-km-ahan. 
Si  May. — 1 1th  DiTi»ion  commences  lauding  at  Yen^ta-wan,  18  milei 
•aat  of  Uhin-choU' 

27  May, --Battle  of  Han  S\mn*  Admiral  Togo  establishea  bloc  kadi? 
ol  msm^  md  of  liiao^tting  X^eninsiila. 

3D  May^— Japanote  oooupy  Daluy.  Hbakelberg*a  oorpe  deipatohed  to 
rabere  Fort  Arthar,  in  touoh  with  Japaueae  at  Wa«fang^kou, 

7  June. — Firat  Army  begiuA  to  advance  from  Feng^kuong-obeng* 
Ac&ioa  at  tiai^ma-chi. 

g  Jnne.^-Japatieae  oc«2upy  HaiD-yeu. 

11  J  me. —Japanese  hlookadc  Ymg^kon. 

13  June. — ttth  Bifiiiion  oommencea  landing  at  Kerr  Bay  (next  bay  eaal 
of  Ta-Uen  Bay). 

14-*1&  Jun^ — ^ Battle  of  Te-li-nan.  Euasiana  retire  on  Kai-ping  with 
a  kaa  of  7M^  men  and  16  guna. 

1^  June. — VJadivoBtok  aquadrcm  nnka  two  J^aneae  trannporlaj 
^'Mttachi  Maru  '^  and  the  ''  ±$ado  Mam.** 

W  June. — iitsncral  Knropatkm  arrivee  at  Kat-ping  and  inapecta 
danorml  titakalberg'a  troofMk 

)li  Jnoe. — Bc«ond  Army  ooonpiea  Haiitng-yaah-ohflngf  90  milea  north 
ol  Ti»*U'>^au, 

^  Jtme^^ — ^Ai^tion  at  Ai^yang*eb«iig» 

Stti  Jttne.^Tlie  Enssian  Fleet  cornea  uut  of  Port  Arthur,  bnt  ia  driiren 
haok  again  with  losjs  by  Togo.  Kuropatkin  takai  oommand  of  tha 
ftoaaian  Army  iu  pereon* 

3i6  June, — The  two  armit^t  face  to  face,  Euaaiatia  holding  the  line 
Ifti  pinij  Ta^ahih*chiaO|  Liao^yaug;  Japan^ue  i  Honth  of  Hai^pmg,  Line- 
•lnu-kuiiu»  Sai^iuti^clii. 

Third  Ariuy  apiifoaohea  Port  Arthur  from  the  land  iida  and  captui'ot 
Cluvti^liaa. 

^  Jitua*^ First  Arnty  aeiaes  tha  Mo*tieu  Ling  and  Foartb  Army 
lttptim!a  th«  iTan-ahui  Ling» 

9^  4, 6  July.— At  Fori  Arthur  General  Bteasal  attempta  to  reoaptur* 
Umi  Uhian  Bhan  lina. 
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6  Julj.-^Marabal  0/ama»  OomniAndeiviii-Ohie!,  Imtm  Tokio  for  th^ 
front. 

9  Jaly.— Second  Arinj  occnpies  Kat-ping. 

9th  DiTiBion  begins  to  arriTO  at  Dalny  t^m  Japan. 

18  July.— Britiflh  88.  **  Malacca  "  stopped  bj  '*  Peterbarg  '*  in  Bed  Sai^ 
and  taken  back  to  Snez. 

17  Jnly. — Unsaccessfnl  attack  by  General  Ooont  Keller  ott  tlie 
Mo-tien  Ling  position. 

25-26  July. — ^Battle  of  Ta-shih-chiao. — Second  Arm^  after  failure  by 
day  drives  the  Rnssians  back  from  their  entrenched  positions  on  Ta-^h- 
chiao  by  a  night  attack.    Japanese  occnpy  Ying-kon. 

26-80  Jnly.— At  Port  Arthur  the  Third  Army  capture  Ta-po  Shan— 
An-tzn  Ling  line,  and  General  Stessel  falls  back  towards  Port  Arihar. 

31  July.— General  advance  of  First,  Second,  and  Fourth  Armies. 
Japanese  drive  Bussians  back  all  along  ^  line*  on  Yu-Bhtt-lin*ieu,  Tang* 
tzu  Ling,  Hsi-mu-cheng,  and  Hai-cheng.  Investment  of  Port  Arthur 
begun. 

8  August. — Second  Army  occupies  Hai-cheng  and  Niu-ehuang  town. 
Bussians  at  Port  Arthur  driven  back  on  to  the  forts. 

8  August. — Combined  land  and  sea  attack  on  Port  Arthur  ends  in 
capture  of  Ta  Ku  Shan  and  Hsiao  Ku  Shan. 

10  August. — Sortie  of  the  Port  Arthur  fleet.  Admiral  Togo  attacks 
and  disperFCS  them.  Some  Bussian  vessels  take  refuge  in  the  neutral 
ports  of  Shang-hai,  Ghifu,  and  Kiaochou,  but  the  majority  are  driven  back 
mto  Port  Arthur. 

12  August.  —  Japanese  board  and  capture  Bussian  destroyer 
**  Beshitelni  "  in  Ghifu  harbour. 

13  August. — ^Admiral  Bojestvenski  assumes  command  of  Baltio  Fleet. 

14  August.  —  Admiral  Kamimura  engages  Vladivostok  squadron 
40  miles  north-east  of  Tsu-shima  and  sinks  cruiser  "  Burik." 

19-24  August.--Fir8t  Assault  of  Port  Arthur. 

22  August— Port  Arthur,  East  and  West  Pan-lung  Shan  Fcnrts 
captured. 

28  August. — General  Kul^ki's  left  column,  the  Gkiard  Division, 
commences  the  movement  on  Liao-yang. 

24  August.— Failure  of  first  general  attack  on  Port  Arthur. 

25  AugU8t-4  September. — Battle  of  Liao-yang. 

26  August. — Gkneral  Japanese  advance  on  Liao-yang  begun. 

.  25-26  August.— Kuroki's  right  column,  the  12th  Di^skm,  carries 
Bussian  position  at  Hung-sha  Ling.  Second  acid  Fourth  Armies  arrive 
at  the  An-shan-tieu  position. 

28  August.— Bussians,  having  lost  all  advanced  positions,  hU  back 
upon  Jiiao-yang.  Kuroki  gains  right  bank  of  Tang  Ho  and  effects 
junction  with  Second  and  Fourth  Armies. 

29^-80  August.— Japanese  attack  Liao-yang  position,  but  make  no 
material  impression  on  the  defence. 

81  August. — Second  and  Fourth  Armies  resume  their  attack  on  Liao- 
yang  position,  and  make  progress  in  the  direotioa  of  Hsin-li-t«a  and 
8hou-shau-pu. 

1  September. — Bussian  right  and  centre  fall  back  towards  second  line 
of  defences  round  Liao-yang.    First  Army  captures  Mugu-yama. 

2-8  September. — ^First,  Second,  and  Fourth  Armies  continue  their 
attacks  on  Liao-yang. 

8  September. — General  retreat  of  the  Bussians  from  Liao-jaag. 
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#  S«pl#iiifaer-— BiiifiiAti  fom-  gm*rd,  nft«r  debjinK  J^pftiieBe  for  two 

llie  JspAQsee  enter  Liao*jaDg  at  B  A.m. 

4^  Seplenibef . — Tba  Knasiaii  army  id  retreat  fight«  rear  guard  aotioni 
wftb  ^a  FiTAt  Armjt  whioh  occupies  Ten^tui  coal  mtne!^. 

7  SapteMber.^ — Kuropatkin  irrivea  at  Mtikden. 

1^20  September. — Port  Arthur;  0»ptmre  of  Fort  Knropatkiii  and  the 
8littl*«yii-ymg  redombtt. 

iO  SeplaiDber.-*Port  Arthur :  Captxtre  of  l?&muko«jrama* 

fl  September. — Port  Arthur  :  Jp.panese  obtain  a  footing  on  203  Metoe 
MMt  but  ore  iabeequeutly  obliged  to  retire. 

i^  September. — Qetienil  Gnppenberg  appointed  to  conunand  Second 
llAHOlitiriao  Armj. 

2$  September* — Cifonm^B&ikal  Eailwftj  opened. 

89  September. — Serrtoe  in  the  Japanese  Beooud  Beserrie  inoreaaed 
§nm  5  10  10  year», 

S  October.^ PiibU^tion  of  Kuropiitkin  s  order  of  the  dmjt  deelsring 
tlM  Manoh«ria£i  Arm/  to  be  t^trong  enough  to  L«giu  a  forward  movement, 
fuU  Odtober— Bftttte  of  the  Bbn  Ho. 
9  Ootober.^Euflibni  eroai  Tfti'tsn  Ho  and  attack  the  Japaneee  First 

mb.  DtrtsioD  commen<K*e  dlaembarkation  at  Da1n)% 

10-11  October.— ^Firvt  Armj  attacked  at  Hing  Sh«n,  8hih  Shan,  and 
Ta  ling,  near  Penhsi-hu. 

It,  IB,  U  Ootober,^Jin8iiana  are  griidnaUj  dtiven  bade  oTer  the 
Bba  Uo« 

Ih  October. —Baltie  Fleet  ieav<M  Libao. 

W  October. ^Porl  Arthur;  Japaiaeae  capture  Baohimjiki-yama  (near 
lrh<liing  3 ban). 

21-22  October.— Baltic  Fleet  at  midnight  ires  on  Hull  Hahing  fleet. 

Ed  October. — Port  Arthur :  Japanese  ieise  advanced  trenoheB  in  front 
ef  Ifirh^lang  8  ban  aiid  Sung- eh  a  Shan. 

30  October. — Secscod  Aaaautt,  on  tiorthem  half  of  the  tsaalem  defeuoea 
of  Bon  Arthur. 

91  OotobiS'.^ — Pari  Arthur :  Japanese  gaii»  poueetiou  af  the  glaeia 
citala  of  Brb^lnng  Shan,  Snng-ehu  Shau,  and  the  North  Fort  of  £aat 
Gba*kiian  Bbui. 

It  Noreniher.*-«6eneTal  Leuerioh  appointed  to  command  First  and 
Geaor^  Kanlhar^  ap^winttid  to  couuzmnd  Third  Manchurian  Army. 

16  KoTember.^-7th  DiTiaion  commences  arriTing  at  Dalaj  frum  Japun. 

M  ICoTember.^Fon  Anhnr :  Asaault  «n  Erh-lnng  Shan  and  3ang*ibn 
Shan  fails, 

30  Hoirember.— €aptnre  of  SOS  Metre  HiU. 

f  Deoember.— Fort  Anbnr:  Japaoeie  occupy  Akosakayama. 

18BM«mber.~Fort  Arthur :  Seat  €hi<kuan  8ha>n  Fort  taken. 

W  Dtoimber^^Port  Arthur  t  C^ture  of  £rh-lung  Shan. 

91  OiovBlber,— Port  Arthur ;  Capture  of  3ang*ahu  ghao. 
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1  Jaiinai^. — General  Steaael  proposea  Burrender  of  Port  Arthur* 
BojeitTenakt  arrirea  at  lie  Saate  Marie^  off  Hadagaacar. 

S  Janitai7.— Port  Arthur  oapitnlation  agreement  eignwd. 
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8  Jannary.  —  Admiral     FOlkersam    arriTes     at    Pasaandava     Bay, 

Madagascar. 

5  January.— Meeting  of  Nogi  and  Stessel. 

Official  report  by  General  liogi,  reckoning  the  surrendered  garrison 
at  32,207  prisoners  and  over  15,000  sick  and  wounded. 

11-12  January.— General  Mishohenko  makes  a  raid  to  the  south, 
attacks  old  JNiu-ohuaug  and  cuts  railway  line*  but  is  forced  to  retire. 

18  January.— Baltic  Fleet  at  Diego  Suarez. 

25-29  January. — Battle  of  Hei-kou-tai.  Bussians  cross  the  Hun  Ho 
and  attack  Japanese  left  wing.  Heayy.  fighting,  at  the  conclusion  of 
which  itussians  are  forced  to  retire. 

15  February. — ^Third  Baltic  Squadron  (Admiral  Nebogatoy)  leayes 
Libau. 

23  Februaiy.— Ya-lu  Army  (right  wing)  opens  the  Battle  of  Mukden. 
.  24  February. — First  Army  (right  centre)  begins  to  operate. 

27  February. — Fourth  Army  (centre)  begins  three  days'  bombardment 
of  the  BuBsian  positions. 

28  February. — Second  Army  (left  centre)  begins  toadyance. 
Ya-lu  Army  occupies  Ma-chun-tnn. 

1  March. — ^Third  Army  (left  wing)  enters  Hsin-min-tun. 

2-6  March. — Fourth  Army  dislodges  Bussians  from  outworks  south 
of  the  Sha  Ho. 

5  March.  —First  Army  forces  the  left  of  the  Bussian  entrenchments  on 
the  Sha  Ho. 

6  March. — Progress  of  Second  Army  checked. 

7  March. — ^Kuropatkin  orders  a  retreat. 

8  March. — Third  Army  outs  the  railway  north  of  Mukden. 

10  March. — First  Army  carries  Fu-shnn  position. 
Japanese  enter  Mukden. 

16  March.— Japanese  enter  Tieh-ling. 

17  March.— Kuropatkin  is  relieyed  of  his  command,  and  succeeded  by 
Leneyich. 

Baltic  Fleet  leayes  Nossi  B^. 

19  Maroh.— Japanese  occupy  Kai-yuan. 

Kuropatkin  assumes  command  of  First  Bussian  Army  under 
Leneyich. 

21  March.— Japanese  occupy  Chang-tu  Fu. 

24  March.— Admiral  Nebogatoy  a(  Port  Said. 

2  April. — Japanese  driyen  out  of  Hai-hsin-kon,  38  miles  KJ!.  of 
£ai-yuen. 

3-4  ApriL — Bussian  force  driyen  out  of  Tzu*lu«shu,  20  miles  north  of 
Chang-tu. 

8  April.— Baltic  Fleet  sighted  off  Singapore. 

12  April. — Bussian  force  defeated  at  £rh-lo-hu  by  Ji4)ane8e  adyanciug 
on  Hai-lung  line. 

12-14  April. — Bojestyenski  arriyes  in  Kamranh  Bay. 

15  ApriL— Japanese  occupy  Tong-hua,  50  miles  east  of  Sheng-keng. 

22  April. — Bojestyenski  leayes  Kamranh  Bay. 

24  April. — Bussian  attack  on  Ohang-tu  and  Kai-ynen  repulsed . 
Bojestyenski  returns  to  Kamranh  Bay. 

26  Aprils— Bojestyenski  again  leayes  Kamranh  Bay. 

27  April.— Nebogatoy  reported  off  Penang. 


XXlll 

1  ICa>]r.«J»pui68e  reach  Tiao-ya-tai,  28  miles  noiiih  of  Tuug-hua. 

2  ICay.—BnniAii  Fleet  reported  at  Honkohe  Bay. 

5  May. — ^Nebogator  pasgeB  Singapore. 

9  ICay.—Bojestrenski  leayea  Honkobe  Bay. 
NeboMtoT  off  Cape  St.  James. 
Bmfl&iis  repalBed  at  Ying-pien-mim. 

12  May. — ^Bojettvenski  rettmiB  to  Honkohe  Bay. 

U  May.— The  Baltio  Fleet  leaves  Honkohe  Bay  for  the  north. 

87-28  May.— Battle  of  the  Sea  of  Japan  begins  at  about  2  p.m.  on 
27  May.    On  that  day  and  the  next  Togo  destroys  the  Baltio  Fleet. 

8  June. — Fkvsident  Boosevelt  sends  identic  despatch  to  Japanese  and 
Russian  GoT«mments  urging  them  to  negotiate  for  peace. 

8  July. — Japanese  land  on  Saghalien. 

9  Angast. — First  Session  of  the  Peaoe  Oonf  erenoe. 
29  Angast.- Final  Session  of  the  Peaoe  Gonferenoe. 
5  8eptember.^Treaty  of  peace  signed. 


THE   RUSSO-JAPANESE  WAR. 


(1)   The   Second   Japanese   Army,— The    Defennive 

L^e  of  the  3rd  and  6th  DlriBions  on  the 

Sha  Ho,  February  1905. 


BlPOET  by  Captain  D.  S.  Robertson,  Royal  Scots  Faailiers, 
Manchuria,  lOth  Febniaiy  1905, 
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On  the  14th  January  1905  the  fir^t  tine  of  defence  of  the 

ifrocMid  Army  extended,  a.^  shown  in  Sketch  I,  from  Eu-chia-tBU 

the  right  to  Ta-tai  on  the  left,  a  distance  of  about  ten  milas. 

On  the  ea^t  of  the  Mukden,  or  Imperial   Mandarin   Road, 

4snt]n|iy  IB  aliijfhtly  undulating,  with    low    hills   gradually 

rimrif^  towardB  the  east  to  join  the  western  Binpee  of  the  Ta  Ling 

rimngeu      Two   mountains   ^tand   out  clearly   from    this   rantre. 

"Inatijr  Shan  and  Ta  Shan,  both  crowned  with  towers.   The  latter 

I  believt*,  Genertil  Kuropatkin^s  Head-QnarterB  Oljftervati^^n 

ion.   Still  noarer  to  the  Japane«e  line  is  Wan-pao  Shan,  called 

fierly  by  th*^  Russians  '*  Lonely  Tree  Hill."  the  scene  of  the 

I  of  General  Tamada's  guns  at  the  battle  of  the  Sha  Ho.   Tha 

have  Hinoe  re-named  it  Pntilov  Hill, 
West  of  the  Mandarin  road  th©  country  chan^8  to  the  dull 
ay  of  tht-^  Liao  Ho  plain*  In  this  plain  there  is  not  an 
atom  of  oorer  to  be  had  with  the  exception  of  the  river  boda 
ad  nnllahR  branching  out  of  them,  the  villages  and  the  Chineaa 
^rqrards,  which,  eonsistins?  of  a  few  motindH  of  earth 
led  by  chitnps  of  trees  and  some  ^tone  pillars,  are  a 
ible  feature  of  the  landscwpe.  The  cultivation  is  chiefly 
a  kind  of  tall  millet  called  kaolianf^*  Ita  stalks  are  used  by 
Jbe  Ghineee  for  all  kinds  of  domeetic  purposes,  and  the  Japanese 
iTe  fofind  them  invaluable  in  their  defensive  works,  Thia 
iiemff  when  full  frr^^wn  is  10  to  12  feet  high,  and  gives  cover 
view  even  for  cavalry-  Th©  trees  have  nearly  all  gone, 
oiti  by  the  Japanese  for  fuel.  One  smaU  wood  of  fir  trees  '*at 
lA-siiu*tisn  alone  remains,  forming  the  most  eonspicuous  land- 
io  the  line  of  defence  of  the  Second  Army. 
The  Sha  Ho,  or  Sand  River,  crossing  the  line  of  the  Second 
Aimy  near  ^e  railway  m^  during  the  dr>'  eea^on,  a  shallow  nnd 
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fairly  rapid  stream  about  thirty  to  forty  feet  broad,  nearly  every- 
where fordable  by  infantry,  though  owing  to  a  muddy  bottom 
and  steep  banks  it  is  only  passable  for  carts  at  the  fords,  one  or 
two  of  which  are  generally  to  be  found  at  the  villages  on  its 
banks.  Two  streams  joining  the  Sha  Ho  about  six  miles  below 
Lin-sheng-pu  form  obstacles  to  an  advance  along  the  Mandarin 
Road.  Bridges  appear  to  have  been  scarce  before  the  war,  but 
the  Japanese  have  now  erected  pile  bridges  at  most  of  the 
villages  on  the  river  banks.  All  the  rivers  are  at  present  frozen 
hard,  and  the  steady  stream  of  carts  at  the  fords  has  made  firm 
roads  of  frozen  mud  across  the  ice. 

Owing  to  our  visit  having  been  very  short  it  was  not  possible 
to  take  accurate  measurements  of  trenches,  &a,  and  we  were 
not  provided  with  plans  of  the  defences,  though  we  were  allowed 
to  look  for  a  few  minutes  at  a  plan  of  the  defensive  works 
at  Wu-chia-wa-tzu,  showing  the  general  arrangements.  The 
following  notes  are  therefore  very  general,  and  may  require 
modifying  after  a  more  detailed  inspection,  should  we  have  an 
opportunity  of  making  one  when  the  troops  have  vacated  the 
trenches : — 

The  section  of  coimtry  from  Ku-cbia-tzu*  on  the  left  of  the 
Fourth  Army  to  the  west  of  Wu-chia-wa-tzu  is  defended  by 
the  3rd  Division  under  General  Oshima.  The  head-quarters  of 
the  division  are  at  Chang-yu-tien,  with  one  brigade  (17th)  at 
Ku-chia-tzu,  and  the  other,  the  5th  Brigade,  at  Wu-chia-wa-tzu. 

The  divisional  artillery  is  in  emplacements  between  Eu-chia-tzu 
and  Wu-chia-wa-tzu,  with  an  observation  station  on  a  small  hill 
to  its  left.  A  searchlight  station  is  placed  north  of  the  village 
of  Chang-yu-tien. 

The  6th  Division  carries  on  the  defensive  line  to  Lin- 
sheng-pu.  Divisional  head-quarters  are  in  Pa-chia-tzu,  with 
the  11th  Brigade  in  La-mu-tim  and  the  24th  Brigade  in 
Lin-sheng-pu,  but  with  its  head-quarters  in  Shu-lin-tzu.  A 
battery  of  four  howitzers  captured  from  the  Russians  is  in 
Hui-tsai-pao.  The  4th  Division  is,  I  understand^  in  Hung- 
ling-pu  and  San-chia-tzu,  but  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  visiting  it. 

The  1st  Cavalry  Brigade  under  Major-Qeneral  Akiyama  is  in 
the  village  of  Li-ta-jen-tun,  supported  by  a  battalion  of  infantry 
detached  from  the  4th  Division. 

We  did  not  visit  the  brigade  at  Ku-chia-tzu,  but  went  by  an 
approach  trench,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  long,  to  the  village 
of  Wu-chia-wa-tzu,t  where  Major-General  Nambo  commanding 
the  5th  Brigade  had  his  head-quarters.  The  villa^  was  divided 
into  two  sections  of  defence,  the  left  section  bemg  allotted  to 
the  6th  Regiment  and  the  right  to  the  33rd.  Each  regiment 
had  two  battalions,  or  eight  companies,  in  the  front  line,  while 
the  remaining  baitaUon  of  the  regiment  was  in  reserve.    That 
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of  the  6th  Regiment  formed  a  local  reserve  immediately  behind 
this  vtlla^,  and  that  of  the  33rd  two  miles  in  rear  in  the  Head- 
QiiftTterg  village.  The  three  battalions  of  each  regiment  relieved 
mek  cither  ia  regular  rotation  under  regimental  arrangements, 
«A6b  battalion  haviiig  a  tour,  as  a  rule,  of  one  month  in  the 
trmelies,  imd  a  fortnight  in  reserve. 

Each  sector  of  the  parapet  wa^  allotted  to  one  company,  and 
noticwi  were  pot  op  all  along  the  parapet  showing  exactly 
whcnr  thf^  companies  were  located,  Aa  a  general  rule  they  had 
two  groupB  (or  half  section,  aboat  thirty  men)  under  arms  as 
inlying  piqnet,  the  remnir>ing  two  and  a  half  sections  of  the 
oompftoy  being  in  shelters  in  rear  of  the  parapet  Thus  one- 
mxm  of  the  company  was  always  under  arms.  One  sentry  per 
ffmipany  by  day  and  two  at  night,  w^s  the  usual  arrangement, 
llMMigh  it  varied  in  different  sections  of  the  defence. 

In  the  5tli  Brigade  the  shelters  for  the  inlying  piquets  were 
cot  out  in  the  rear  face  of  the  trench,  roofed  with  a  layer  of 
ixujiiang  stalks  covered  by  about  a  foot  and  a  half  of  earth, 
with  the  side  which  opened  into  the  trench  made  of  several 
layera  of  this  Trraterial,  supported  by  branchefl.  The  floor  was 
eorerod  with  the  ctiarse  matting  of  the  country.  The  entrances 
to  the  shelters  were  protected  from  wind  by  a  section  of  the 
portable  tent  carried  by  the  men«  and  the  shelters  were  arranged 
to  hold  one  group  each,  tlie  rifles  of  the  group  being  stacked 
•gmiost  the  para^^t  in  a  frame  made  of  wood  or  of  kaoliang 
stidkn,  and  covered  by  sections  of  the  portable  tent  These 
ahtlbeiB  were  by  no  means  bombproof,  and  Major- General  Nam  bo 
informed  me  that  he  had  made  them  on  this  plan  purposely^  so 
Ikat  the  inlying  piquet  occupying  them  would  And  the  parapet 
Wiim  than  the  shelters,  and  would  therefore  line  the  former 
wlieeever  a  bombardment  began* 

The  shelters  for  the  remaining  two  and  a  half  sections  of  the 
coiopaziy  were  built  on  an  entirely  diflerent  plan.  They  were 
aboitl  ten  yards  or  so  in  the  rear  of  the  parapet,  were  larger  and 
moro  eomfort&ble  than  the  shelters  for  the  inlying  piquet,  and 
were  bombproof 

A  line  of  sh alters  belonging  to  a  company  was  usually 
divided  up  into  sections  of  ateut  twenty  yards  in  length  with  a 
pUBiiga  at  t^e  end,  each  section  being  allotted  to  one  group  of 
aboDt  fifteen  men,  and  labelled  with  the  number  of  the  group. 
Eieb  group  had  its  own  passage  opening  directly  into  its  own 
<ii^etaoD    of   the   parapet    where   its   rifles   were   stacked.      The 

Iteis   were   very    comfortable    and    warm,   and    were    kept 

remely  dean,  the  men  taking  off  their  boots  before  entering^ 
ittoording  to  the  universal  cQstom  in  Japan.  I  noticed,  how- 
mer,  that  food  left  over  from  the  men's  meals,  dirt  and  rubbish 
of  aU  •orts«  had  merely  been  thrown  on  to  the  ground  above  the 

ilten  and  not  taken  away,  and  I  should  think  thai  theae 

will  be  verj^  unhealthy  if  still  occupied  when  the  warm 

^er  oomes.    The  men's  kits  were  hung  up  out  of  the  way 
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on  pegs  driven  into  the  walls,  and  their  blankets  were  spread 
on  the  matting.  Charcoal  braziers  had  been  made  out  of  tin 
ammunition  boxes,  and  even  with  thirty  or  forty  degrees  of  frost 
these  shelters  were  kept  warm.  Light  was  admitted  by  the 
passages,  and  through  paper  windows  let  in  in  rear  of  the 
shelters. 

"  Dug-outs  "  for  the  officers  were  constructed  near  those  of 
the  men,  on  much  the  same  principle.  Some  of  them  had  been 
made  extremely  comfortable,  one  in  particular,  that  of  one  of  the 
battalion  commanders,  being  an  exact  imitation  of  the  interior 
of  a  Japanese  house. 

The  four  companies  in  reserve  in  the  village  had  much 
larger  quarters  than  the  "  dug-outs  "  already  described.  They 
were  situated,  as  a  rule,  just  behind  the  walls  of  houses  in  the 
rear  part  of  the  village.  The  heating  was  usually  done  on  the 
principle  of  the  hang  or  stove  bed,  seep  in  every  house  in 
Manchuria ;  that  is  to  say,  the  smoke  and  heat  from  the  fire 
outside,  before  reaching  the  chimney,  passed  under  a  raised 
platform  in  the  shelter  on  which  the  men  slept,  and  thus 
warmed  the  whole  shelter.  High  chimneys  were  made  of 
Chinese  matting  covered  with  mud.  Small  paper  windows 
were  let  in  in  rear,  and  steps  were  cut  to  gain  admission. 
These  shelters  varied  a  good  deal  in  plan  and  size,  a  shelter 
to  hold  a  section  of  sixty  men  being  about  the  largest  T  saw. 
Cooking,  washing,  &c.,  was  done  in  the  open  behind  walls  and 
houses.  Except  during  bombardment,  the  rear  of  the  village 
was  comparatively  safe.  In  the  front  line,  however,  the  enemy 
was  so  close  that  it  was  dangerous  to  leave  the  trenches. 
Cooking  was  therefore  done  in  "  dug-outs "  cut  in  rear  of  the 
shelters,  and  water,  obtained  from  the  village  wells  and  from 
extra  wells  dug  by  the  engineers,  was  stored  in  tubs  and  large 
Chinese  jars,  near  by.  The  latrines  consisted  of  small  pits  not 
very  far  from  the  shelters,  with  communication  trenches  leading 
to  them.  In  the  rear  part  of  the  village  the  latrines  were  out 
in  the  open,  screened  by  Chinese  matting. 

Ammunition  was  stored  in  boxes  in  dug-out  recesses  near 
the  parapet.  I  did  not  see  any  extra  ammunition  stored  ready 
for  the  men  actually  in  the  firing  line,  as  at  La-mu-tun. 

Communication  trenches,  about  three  feet  deep,  and  the  same 
measurement  across,  were  made  to  ensure  free  movement  in  the 
defensive  line,  both  laterally  and  from  front  to  rear.  The 
earth  excavated  from  the  trench  was  piled  up  on  the  fdde 
nearest  the  enemy.  One  of  these  trenches,  over  one  and  a 
half  miles  long,  led  from  near  Cbang-yu-tien  to  the  front  line, 
while  Ku-chia-tzu,  the  Artillery  Observation  Station,  Hou-tai, 
and  Chang-yu-tien  were  all  joined  by  them. 

The  trace  followed  roughly  the  outskirts  of  the  village, 
being  bent  back  at  intervals  to  allow  of  flanking  fire  from 
rifles  and  machine  guns,  and  being  also  traced  so  as  to  form 
traverses,  as  in  the  skeitoh.  The  parapet  was  low  and  very 
inconspicuous^    In  some  eases  the  line  f  ouowed  the  broken  down 
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welia  of  the  villa^,  m  otl^er  cases  the  treoch  was  advaaced  to 

thirty  ur  farty  yards  in  froot  of  the  village.    Bricks  were  largely 

Uii/tii  in  building  the  parapet^  as  a  plentiful  supply  could  be  got 

^Innn   the   village,  the  temple  aud  the  btittar  class  of    houses 

being  solidly  built     All  outbuildings,  i&c,  which  iatert'ered  with 

thtt  tield  of  fire  had  been  levelled,  and  I  saw  no  dt^ad  gruund  iti 

froQt  of  the  paiapet.      A  double  line  ot  high  wire  eutaogletuent 

Uoot  baroed;  aad  abatiia  extended   acroi^    the  trout  at  ^ibuut 

['fifty  yards  distance^     TIub  was  not  continuous,  a»  gaps  ware 

'  lafi  lo  allow  of  counter-attaeks^  these  gaps  being  protected  by 

otm  at  the  lines  over  lapping.     The  parapet  was,  as  a  general 

'  ndey  revetted  with  sandba^^,  kaolian^j  stalks,  or  bricki»j  these 

Imalerials    being   also    un^d    for    making    head-cover   and   for 

[loopholes.      Thij    ba^s  used   for  this   purpose  wert^  empty  rite 

[b«gs^  and  tilled  witli  earth  they  made  an  excellent  revetment 

pampet.      The  parapet  was   net   sheilproof,  and   I   noticed 

[thai  tsevenU  bht^lb   had  passed  through  Utcly,  as  tbts  holi^  had 

^Uot  been  pitiehed  up*      One  shell   in  fact  struck    the   parapet 

while  we  were  there  and  burst  inside.     Head-cover  waa  formed 

by  saudbii^,  but  I  did  not  see  any  eja&mples  of  overhead  cover 

M  m  the  trenches  belonging  to  the  3th  iJivision. 

Look-out  stations  for  sentries  were  coastructed  at  intervals. 
They  were  not  blinded*  There  was  lui  advanced  poet  of  ^ix 
mea,  under  a  non-commissioned  otlicer,  forty  yaida  in  front  of 
Um  piarapet,  witli  a  comiimnication  iiench  leading  up  to  it 

in  Una  section  ot  defence  ihe  ground  sloped  gradually  down 
the  ^iha  Uo,  and  then  up  again  on  the  other  side,  so  that  the 
f  Hua^ian  lines  at  tiha-ho-pu  wem  dearly  visible.  The  held  of 
tirv  was  thus  ae  good  as  could  be  wuihed*  A  maclnne  gun  waa 
pJaoed  at  each  tlantc  a^  well  m  at  two  places  in  the  front  line. 
The  right  iiduk  wa^  bent  back  Elightly>  and  the  trench  did  not 
ppcmr  to  be  continued  to  the  right  to  join  the  brigade  at 
La-chia-t^u,  tliough  a  trench  wui»  in  process  of  construction  from 
Ibe  Artillery  Observation  Station  to  the  village. 

A  sniaU  hill  about  halt  a  mOe*  east  of  the  village  was  used  as 
an  ubiervation  station  for  the  artillery  of  this  section  of  defence. 
Trom  there  the  Uusi^ians  could  l>e  clearly  been  moving  about  on 
^0  0ibar  aide  of  the  Sba  Ho,  and  bringing  their  horses  down  to 
water*  While  we  werethei:^  the  J  i^pancsse  batteries  on  the  eajii  of 
hiU  tired  u  few  rounds  at  about  4^500  yards^  makiug  very  good 
ice.  The  Ru^ian^  tram  Putilov  Hili,  however,  had  the  range 
ibd  observation  station  exactly,  their  ^thots  in  reply  landing 
banei^th  the  station,  which  being  under  cover  wa^  safe, 
AMpl  fi'om  high  angle  tir&  Colonel  Kawa^hitnai  the  inventor 
'  tsi  ibe  atnokeletts  powder  used  in  the  army,  was  m  command 
of  ihe  obaervatioij  citation,  and  directed  the  hre  by  megaphone, 
Jbe  station  menily  consisted  of  a  short  and  deep  trench  on 
He  top  ot  the  hill,  in  wiiich  was  placed  a  hyposcope  mountod 
un  a  tripod.     The  instrument  was  of  German  make  and  vqry 
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powerf ttl,  and  it  enabled  the  officer  in  command  to  watch  the 
enemy  without  the  necessity  of  raising  his  head  above  the 
parapet  Overhead  cover  had  not  yet  been  provided.  A 
communication  trench  was  in  course  of  construction  firom  this 
hill  to  Wu-chia-wa-tzu,  and  another  led  back  to  Chang-yu-tien^ 
the  Head-Quarters  village,  through  the  village  of  Hou-tai,  which 
was  in  ruius.  This  trench  was  wide  enough  to  allow  ammu-^ 
nition  carts  for  the  batteries  to  pass.  Near  Uou-tai  a  searchlight 
station  was  being  erected,  made  of  sandbags. 

The  line  from  the  left  of  the  3rd  Division  was  carried  on  by 
the  6th  Division  as  shown  on  Sketches  3  and  4.  The  head' 
quarters,  under  General  Okobu,  were  at  Pa-chia-tzu,  with  the 
24th  Brigade  in  Lin-sheng-pu  (head-quarters  in  Shu-lin-tzu)| 
and  the  11th  Brigade  in  La-mu-tun.  The  divisional  artillery 
was  west  of  Sha-ho-pu  Station.  A  communication  trench  ran 
from  Shu-lin-tzu  to  Lin-sheng-pu,  and  another  from  La-mu-tun 
for  about  1,500  yards  towards  Pa-cbia-tzu.  The  ground  did  not 
slope  in  the  same  way  in  this  section  as  at  Wu-chia-wa-tzu,  and 
was  therefore  less  exposed,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  enemy 
was  very  much  closer  than  at  the  3rd  Division  defensive  line. 
At  Lin-sheng-pu,  for  example,  one  of  the  outlying  houses  is  in 
possession  of  the  Russians,  and  near  the  Sha  Ho  railway  bridge 
a  Japanese  sentry  is  posted  on  one  side  of  the  embankment  and 
a  Russian  sentry  on  the  other. 

The  11th  Brigade  under  General  lida  occupied  the  line  from 
the  left  of  the  5th  Brigade  at  Wu-chia-wa-tzu  to  the  railway  bridge 
over  the  Sha  Ho.*  At  La-mu-tun,  the  defensive  line  crossed  the 
river  so  as  to  include  the  fir  wood  and  the  village  on  the  right 
bank.  But  neither  Japanese  nor  Russians  are  williug  to  leave 
the  other  in  possession  of  the  railway  bridge  over  the  Sha  Ho, 
and  the  latter  have  held  on  stubbornly  to  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  just  west  of  the  embankment  "  The  Japanese  line,  there- 
fore, recrosses  the  river  east  of  the  bridge,  where  it  is  taken  up 
by  the  24th  Brigade. 

The  defensive  line  at  La-mu-tun  consisted  of  a  parapet  enclosing 
the  village  on  the  left  or  southern  bank.  On  the  right  of  this 
parapet  a  strong  redoubt  had  been  constructed,  in  which  two 
machine  guns  had  been  mounted,  protecting  the  right  flank  and 
rear.  A  smaller  work  guarded  the  left  &uik  and  rear,  and  a 
sunken  caponier  for  four  machine  guns  at  the  centre  flanked  the 
whole  line.  In  advance  of  this,  defensive  works  were  constructed 
at  the^  brick  kihis  beside  the  railway  bridge,  with  an  emplace- 
ment for  two  machine  guns  under  construction.  The  viUage  and 
fir  wood  on  the  northern  bank  were  held  also  by  an  advanced 
post,  with  a  sentry  on  the  east  side  of  the  embankment. 

The  45th  Regiment  defended  the  right  section  of  this 
defensive  line  with  one  battalion  in  the  front  line,  and  two 
battalions  in  reserve  at  Pa-chia-tzu,  the  Head-Quarters  village, 
and  Hui-tsai-pao  in  rear  of  it.   The  left  section  was  allotted  to  tiie 
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ISth  Regioient,  which  had  two  battalions  in  the  trenches  and  one 

in  local  reserve  in  rear  of  La-mu-tun  village.   The  general  internal 

company  armngementa  were  in  principle  the  same  as  with  the 

^Sih  Brigade  in  Wu-cliia-wa-tzu,  but  the  inlying  piquets  were 

rtEXider  csover  from  high  angle  fire.     In  each  section  of  the  parapet 

katDa.U  plan,  in  one  place  a  hand-sketchy  wa^  put  up  to  ^how  the 

'exact  ranges  from  the  parapet  to  prominent  objects  in  frotit     I 

only  saw  tja verses  in  one  place  in  the  whole  defensive  line.    They 

^were  built  of  bricks,  5  feet  thick,  and  about  15  yards  apart     In 

parts  of  the  line  the  trace  of  the  parapet  did  away  with 

oec^eisity  for  traverses. 

Overhead  cover  was  provided  in  most  of  the  trenches^  the 
parapet  baitig  undercut  and  supported  by  branches  of  trees  and 
'  amg  stalks  The  pi^apeis^  as  well  as  banquette  steps, 
revetted  with  kaolmng  stalks  and  brickB^  but  it  did  not 
look  very  strong,  ajid  I  think  it  would  l>e  destroyed  by  a  few 
days  of  heavy  raia  The  defensive  works,  in  fact,  appear  to  liave 
been  made  for  dry  weather  only,  and  for  a  Manchuria u  winters 
^ID  which  rain  is  unknown,  they  are  very  well  adapted. 

Obatacles  wenj  euQiftiueted,  as  in  Wu-chia-wa-tzu,  at  about 

y  yank  distance  from  the  parapet.   They  conaiated  of  abattts 

high    wire  entanglement,  as  well  qm  an  entanglement  of 

\f^  rather  resembling  chevawx-de'/rise.     Wire   entangle- 

^m^et  only  wa^  used  in  the  bed  of  tha  river.     It  had  been  put 

op  before  the  Irc^t  came,  and  waa  now  frozen  bard  into  the  ice. 

The  sunken  caponier  for  machine  guns  was  a  very  i:iolidly 

silt  work  of  bricks^  with  a  roof  of  iron  rails,  covered  with 

leakers  and  completely  bombproof,  except  againit  siege  guna 

"be  loophole!)  were  blinded  with  iron  plates.     Near  the  railway 

was  a  brick  kilu,  and  a  quantity  of  railway  phuit  had 

stored  there  by  the  Russians.     In  addition  to  this  a  small 

9cb  railway  ran  from  the  bridge  to  tlib  Mukden  road,  so  tliat 

wa:i  abundant  material  at  band  for  constructing  defences. 

be  UJie  I  Baw  these  rails  put  to  waa  t^  construction  of  a  bullet- 

^t  look-out  in  a  tree.    The  orig;inal  look*out  had   merely 

dited  of  a  small  platform  on  the  tree,  with  a  ladder  leading 

ii^  but  advaatage  was  being  taken  of  a  foggy  day  to  make 

)th  platform  and  ladder  bulletproof.    The  work  had  only  just 

beguni  so  we  did  not  see  the  mode  of  construction, 

Tbe  spare  ammunition  for  men  in  the  frout  line  at  La-mu- 

was  kept  in  small  recaaaea   cut  out  every  tew  yards  in 

pttrapeL      Each    recess    contained  a  box  already  opened. 

Thu  men  firing  had  thus  an  extra  supply  at  hand,  without  having 

^  be  specially   reinforced.     In    addition    to  this,  ammunition 

^dog-ouls/'  as  in  tbe  other  sections  of  defence,  were  cunstrueted 

of  the  tiring  line. 

Geaieral  Koidzume,  commanding  the  24th  Brigade^  bad  his 

Injuarters  iti  a  house  in  the  village  of  Shu^lin-tzu.^      One 

aent,  the  23rd,  occupied  the  village  of  Iin-sheng*pa,  on  tht 
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right  bank  of  the  river,  while  the  48th  Regiment  continiied  the 
line  through  the  village  on  the  left  bank  to  the  line  of  the 
11th  Bngade  at  the  railway  bridge.  The  approach  trench 
began  at  Shu-lin-tzu  and  led  up  to  Lin-sheng-pu  village,  a 
distance  of  about  one  mile. 

The  mass  of  bhapeless  ruins,  which  is  all  that  is  left  of  the 
village  of  Lin-sl)eng-pu,  gives  an  impression  of  complete  desola- 
tion, as  wedged  in  close  to  the  enemy's  line  it  has  been  battered 
out  of  all  recognition.  The  only  building  left  standing  is  the 
village  temple,  one  wall  of  which  has  been  destroyed^  disclosing 
a  row  of  hideous  life-bize  Chinese  gods.  The  village  is  honey- 
combed with  trenches  leading  almost  up  to  the  Kussian  lines. 
One  part  of  the  village,  in  fact,  standing  about  eighty  yards  away 
from  the  north-western  end,  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Russians, 
and  from  the  Japanese  sentry  post  we  could  see  the  Russian 
loopholes  eighty  yards  off  with  the  greatest  clearness.  At  that 
distance  they  made  a  perfect  target,  but  apparently  by  mutual 
consent  few  shots  were  being  exchanged.  Square  boards, 
backed  with  iron  }-inch  thick,  with  two  small  square  holes  cut 
in  them,  were  used  by  the  Japanese  as  eyeholes  for  the  sentries 
in  the  look-out  posts,  though  in  some  cases  circular  Chinese 
millstones  were  used.  These  stones,  about  six  inches  thick,  with 
a  hole  of  three  inches  diameter  in  the  centre,  resembled  the  regula- 
tion target  of  the  rifle  range  closely  enough  to  make  a  tempting 
mark  at  that  range  for  a  Russian  riiieuian,  and  the  coating  of 
lead  on  the  inside  of  the  eyeholes  testified  to  the  scoring  of 
many  a  bull's-eye.  Looking  through  one  of  those  one  could  see 
first  the  Japanese  entanglements,  then,  not  many  yards  further 
on,  the  Kussian  entanglements,  and  at  a  short  distance  still 
further  on,  the  Russian  loopholes.  The  dead  bodies  ot  the  men 
of  both  sides  were  still  lying  on  the  ground  between  the  lines, 
neither  side  having  been  able  to  bring  tbem  in. 

There  was  little  in  the  defensive  works  to  call  for  special 
remark  after  seeing  the  works  of  the  other  brigades.  The  general 
arrangements  and  types  of  works  were  very  similar.  What 
struclc  me  most  of  all  in  Lin-sheng-pu  was  the  extraordinary 
proximity  of  the  two  forces  facing  each  other  for  months,  at  a 
distance  varying  from  eighty  yards  to  five  hundred,  and  except 
for  occasional  attacks  on  both  sides,  the  comparative  absence  of 
firing.  One  point  I  noticed  in  Lin-sheng-pu  was  tiie  blinding  of 
the  loopholes.  In  La-mu-tun  this  was  not  generally  done,  and  I 
saw  no  cases  of  it  at  all  in  Wu-chia-wa-tzu.  In  the  latter  village 
too  the  men  moved  about  pretty  freely  in  the  rear  part  of  the 
village,  but  in  Lin-sheng-pu  no  one  seemed  to  leave  the  trenches. 
This  latter  village,  it  is  true,  was  within  close  rific  range  of  the 
Russians,  but  the  rear  portion  of  Wu-chia-wa-tzu  was  within  one 
thousand  two  hundred  yards,  and  yet  the  men  went  about  as  if 
no  Russians  were  withm  three  milea  It  looked  as  if  either  the 
Russians  only  used  their  rifles  at  decisive  ranges,  or  else  the 
Japanese  did   not  believe  in  the  accuracy  of  the  Russian  fire 
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bdjtiiMl  theB6  moges,  I  noticed  this  also  when  visiting  li-ta-jeti* 
Itm,  where  tha  1st  Cavalry  Brigade  wad  ^talianed*  The  Kufisiunti 
were  in  oecnpatioii  of  Fu-chia-chuang,  about  one  thousand  yards 
ofl^  whef@  we  eould  see  them  walk  log  about  quite  regardless  of 
tortt.  The  commander  of  tiie  battalion  ol  infantry  qua i^ red  in 
Li'tifr-jeu-tuii  took  us  across  the  open  to  iiuspeet  the  works,  though 
tbsfo  waa  a  communication  trench  beside  us,  a  thing  lie  would 
Aoi  have  done  if  he  bad  thought  there  was  tbe  i^ lightest  nak 
tnsm  Kussiiin  rifle  lire.  The  reason  laayi  of  course^  be,  not  that 
Igog-mnge  tiring  is  never  employed^  but  that  both  sldt^ci  have 
(oitDd  it  better  not  to  keep  up  irritatiug  £re  when  no  attack  is 
tQ  progreaa. 

There  was  no  pUce  in  the  whole  defenaive  line  where  a 
ioeofttHrul  attack  by  the  Russians  looked  pntcticable,  unless  the 
works  were  first  deiitioyed  by  beavy  artillery.  A  frontal  attack 
acroes  the  open  on  any  of  these  villages  in  face  of  the  steady 
lire  of  the  Japunese  inlantry^  and  both  direct  and  tianicing  6re 
of  tmmerous  machine  gum,  with  rows  of  abi^ttis  and  wiie 
dilangkinent^  to  cnja%  would  entail  enormous  losses,  and  J  do 
not  think  it  eould  succeed.  I  did  not  visit  the  villages  on  the 
right  or  left  tlanksj  so  am  unable  to  say  how  well  these  flanks 
ans  defende<L 

The  parapets  of  the  defensive  line  were  low  and  well  oon- 
caalt^d,  and  the  trace  allowed  of  a  strong  held  ot  tire  both  to 
tliQ  fruot  and  to  the  Hanks,  There  were  no  sti*ong  saiieuts 
esicept  the  western  sideot  JUin-sheng-pu.  which  was  rather  wedged 
into  the  Russian  hues.  The  defensive  works  on  the  nght  bank 
m  the  Sha  Uo  at  i^mu-tun  mtgbt  also  be  regarded  m  a  salient, 
ihotagh  n^lly  an  advanced  poat«  to  the  main  line  of  defence  on 
tim  leit  baok,  1  believe  that  both  th^t^ae  places  are  frequently 
attacked  by  the  RussianSj  and  1  think  the  former  pJaoe  m 
probably  the  weakest  point  in  the  line* 

It  is  diihcult  to  ei^tiinate  the  proportion  of  men  per  yard 

'  ucHit  knowing  the  effective  strength  of  the  units  and  the 

cxicnt  of  the  line^  but  taking  the  actual  defensive  line  occupied 

"     each  brigadci  exclusive  of  the   trenches  joining  the  villagea, 

about  one  mile,  and  the  battalion  at  eight  hundred  menu  the 

prupt>rtiou  works  out  at   tive  battalions  par  mile,  or  over  two 

aen  per  yard,  exclusive  of  the  general  reserve* 

The  oommuuication  trendies  were  a  remarkable  feature  of 
the  defrmsive  line,  iiiid  no  trouble  seems  to  have  been  too  much 
<  tmkm  to  make  them  as  perlect  as  possible^  Not  only  waa 
movement  in  every  diiection  possible  in  tlie  defensive  line^ 
but  reUeffi  could  be  brougut  up  in  safety  from  villages  mure 
ilhao  a  mile  in  rear,  i  calculated  ibat,  exclusive  of  coLumuni- 
trenches  actually  in  the  defensive  line,  over  tive  miles  of 
for  bringing  up  reierves  liad  been  cut  in  the  sections 
rdafgD<ee  of  the  ^rd  and  tJth  Divisions. 

The  villagB8  had  b^en  mapped  out  in  sections  for  defence  in 
i  moiit  methodical  manner.     Everything  appears  to  have  been 
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carefully  thought  out  and  provided.  For  example,  the  shelters, 
officers'  quarters,  brigade  and  regimental  orderly  rooms^  ammu- 
nition stores,  water  supply^  hospital  arrangements,  &c,  were  all 
carefully  labelled  with  the  number  of  unit,  &c.,  to  which  they 
belonged.  Each  section  of  the  parapet  was  similarly  labelled 
with  the  number  of  the  section  occupying  it  Fresh  troops 
coming  up  in  relief,  reinforcements,  &c,  would  thus  be  able  to 
find  their  way  about  at  once  without  confusion. 

The  arrangements  for  the  men's  comfort  during  the  Man- 
churian  winter  were  most  admirable.  The  articles  of  winter 
clothing  provided  were  as  perfect  as  possible  both  in  shape  and 
material,  and  most  complete,  and  in  addition  to  this  clothing, 
extra  articles  were  issued,  such  as  straw  boots  imported  from 
Japan,  and  Chinese  sandals,  as  well  as  flannel  coverings  for  the 
rifles.  Except  when  a  north  wind  is  blowing  the  climate  of 
Manchuria  is  delightful  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  the  men 
do  not  seem  to  feel  the  cold,  going  about  very  often  without 
overcoat&  At  night,  however,  the  temperature  very  often  goes 
down  to  30  or  40  degrees  of  frost,  and  if  careful  arrangements 
were  not  made  for  the  men's  comfort  a  good  deal  of  sickness 
would,  I  should  think,  be  certain  to  occur.  But  the  men  looked 
as  healthy  as  possible,  and  all  the  shelters  I  went  into  were  well 
warmed  and  comfortabla  The  men  looked  contented,  and  did 
not  seem  to  find  life  in  the  trenches  disagreeable. 

The  trenches  and  ''dug-outs"  as  at  present  constructed  would, 
I  think,  be  quite  untenable  in  wet  weather.  The  soil  is  very 
loamy  and  very  friable,  soon  crumbling  down  with  rain  and 
turning  into  a  veiy  sticky  form  of  mud.  The  "  dug-outs  "  would 
be  difficult  to  drain.  While  we  were  visiting  the  trenches  the 
men  were  busily  engaged  in  replacing  the  kaoliang  revetments 
by  sandbags,  but  wheuier  this  was  in  anticipation  of  the  trenches 
being  occupied  when  the  rains  come,  or  merely  to  strengthen 
the  parapet,  I  am  unable  to  telL 
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(2)  Second  Japanese  Army.— Operations  from 

aOth  October  1904  to  29th  January  1905*  including 

Oeneral  Mislichenko's  Raid  and  the  Battle  of 

Hei-kou-taL 


Report  by  lieut-Colonel  A.  JL  Haldan^,  D.aO,,  Qeoeml  St*E 
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Plates. 

Imp  UlnfitrsttDg  Qeneral  Mishchetiko'e  raid  -        -     Map  4B 

[Eimiasi  attack  on  Nin>chaang            -  -            -        „     49 

^        I  of  Hoi-kou-ttti — Geni^ral  map       *  -         -        .,     60 

defeaHLve  works   opposite  Second  Japanese 

Army          -            .            .            -  .            .       ^^    51 

Battle  of  Hei-koti^tai^ — Situation  on    17th  January 

IM6               -            -            -            -  •                „    82 


(1)  Remarks  by  Cohful  J.  W.  G.  Tv^Oock 

tDilitary  critic  of  the  Japanese  Army  will  concur  in 

ueutB  paaaed  by  Lieut.* Colonel  Haldane  in  the  opening 

kgraphs  of  tiits^  note  on  the  magnetic  iuflaence  of  bulleta,  not 

on  Japanes«s  generals,  but  also  on  the  individual  mfatitiy 

li«r,  and  it  would  be  difiicult  to  iind  better  examples  than 

given  by  Uiin  ;  in  the  tirst  cit.*se,  in  the  tactics  of  the  battle 

Uei-kuU'iai,  which  dtscloiie  the  gi\'atc&t  strength   of   their 

I  as  boing  maB»ed  agaimt  the  village  of  that  namep  and  in 

^ibi  seoondp  in   the  action  of  the  couipany  commanders  of  tbe 

list  and   42nd   Bagimenta   in  reinforcmg   their   hr&t  line  at 

1,100  yards  from  the  enemy^  because  it  came  under  iie,  and  not 

on  acoount  of  ita  suffering  hea^y  loases. 

With  the  battle  of  Uei-kou-tai!a  diifereut  aystem  of  infantty 
fbrmationa  baa  b^an  iutroduoed  among  the  tmits  of  ila  we»tern 
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divisions.  Hitherto  they  have  extended  to'  one  or  two  paces 
only,  and  have  trusted  to  the  rapidity  vrith  which  they  make 
their  rashes  to  escape  from  serious  losses,  in  this  way  they 
were  so  far  successful  that  I  personally  formed  the  opinion  that 
after  all  an  attack  could  be  launched  without  preliminary  wide 
extensions.  The  Japanese  have,  however,  found  that  this  was 
wrong,  but  they  have  still  to  learn  that  they  defeat  the  object 
of  extended  lines  if  they  reinforce  them  at  medimn  ranges 
merely  because  they  come  under  infantry  fire,  aud  not  because 
the  first  line  is  losing  heavily. 

A  combination  of  the  rapidity  with  which  they  make  their 
rushes  with  a  self-restraint  which  prevents  premature  rein- 
forcing will,  I  venture  to  state,  make  them  more  formidable 
in  the  future  than  they  have  ever  been  in  the  past.  Such 
restraint,  however,  is  contrary  to  their  national  character  and 
will  be  difficult  for  them  to  attain. 

I  fully  concur  in  all  Lieut-Colonel  Haldane  has  said  regarding 
the  inefficiency  of  indirect  laying  against  advancing  u^antry. 
The  Russians  have  rushed  to  the  opposite  extreme  since  Te-li-ssu, 
and,  from  advertising  their  gun  positions  on  the  summits  of 
rising  ground,  have  taken  to  placing  their  artillery  in  such 
positions  that  it  cannot  be  employed  with  full  etiect.  This  is 
very  noticeable  where  attacks  have  been  made  over  very  level 
ground,  where^  as  lieut-Colonel  Haldane  states,  the  Japanese 
infismtry  have  been  able  to  get  up  to  close  quarters  with  but 
small  losses. 

This  war  has  so  far  undoubtedly  proved  that  determined 
assaulting  infantry  will  eventually  have  to  use  the  bayonet 
against  stubborn  defenders  before  they  can  gain  their  objective ; 
it  has  also  proved  that,  when  opposing  forces  are  in  close  contact, 
night  attacks  are  feasible,  and,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  when 
carried  out  with  determination,  successful  Theae  facts,  I  submit, 
make  the  questions  of  re-adopting  swords  for  officers,  and  of 
retaining  as  long  a  combined  rifle  and  bayonet  as  are  possessed 
by  our  possible  enemies,  worthy  of  consideration.  The  Japanese 
successes  with  the  bayonet  are  due  to  personal  activity  on  the 
part  of  the  infantry  soldier,  a  quality  which  is  not  to  be  found 
developed  to  nearly  so  high  a  degree  in  any  European  army, 
including  our  own. 

I  understand  that  the  issue  to  the  United  States  Army  of  the 
stiletto  bayonet  has  been  stopped  on  account  of  the  experience 
gained  in  Uie  present  war. 

(2)  Report  by  LievU.-Colonel  A.  L.  Haldane,  D.S.O. 

Introductory  Renuvrka. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  report  upon  the  operations  of 
the  Second  Japanese  Army  from  20th  October  1904  to  the  29th 
January  1905,  a  period  which  embraces  Oeneral  Mishchenko's 
attack  against  the  Japanese  line  of  communication  and  the  battle 
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of  Hri  kcm-tiu.  Although  theae  two  occurrenete  do  not  properly 
form  A  part  of  the  operations  of  the  Second  Army,  it  has  been 
d^eided  to  include  them  under  that  heading  for  the  following 


I 


The  Second  Army»  np  to  the  battle  of  Mukden,  has  always 
held  the  post  of  left  wiog  of  the  Manchuri/in  Field  Force,  and  the 
cmvalry  on  that  flank  has  been  largely  drawn  from  the  mounted 
troops  of  its  divisions.  General  Mishchenko's  mid  wan  made 
rmmi  the  extreme  left,  and  a  fortnight  later  an  atttick  in  force 
was  directed  against  that  flank,  and  although  this  attack  did 
not  involre  the  Second  Army  to  any  great  extent,  the  gnrrisons 
of  i^ertnin  villages^  in  which  were  portions  of  its  troops,  played 
tn  important  part  in  preserving  the  inte^ty  of  the  right  flank 
'  the  troops  heavily  engnged  to  the  south. 

In  the  report  now  forwan^ed  there  are  a  few  points  which 
mem  to  deserve  attention*  : 

(1)  A  rdd,  to  be  successful,  must  be  carried  out  with  secrecy, 
celerity,  and  reiaolution,  and,  for  the  second  of  these  objects, 
eavalry  alone  or  cavalry  \rith  horse  artillery,  m  essential,  yet. 
in  th#^  attack  on  the  Japanese  line  of  communicivtion,  Gr^neral 
Mishchenko  appears  to  have  been  accompanied  by  an  infantry 
re^ment,  and  its  presence  probably  accotiiits  for  the  slow  rate 
of  march  which  chanicterizes  the  movenient  from  Mukden  to 
Tingkou.  Leaving  the  former  place,  on  or  abon  J  the  Sth  January, 
lie  appeared  upon  the  railway  line  between  Ta-ahih*chiao  and 
Nia*chia-tim  (i*;.,  not  the  main  line)  on  the  morning  of  the  12th, 
idme  four  days  later,  having  in  that  time  covered  a  diatance  of 

ween  80  and  100  miles.  That  he  depended  upon  his  enterprise 
IBmAifiiiig  secret  till  he  arrived  as  far  soutli  as  the  point  where 
the  Hun  and  Lino  Rivers  meet,  was  presmnahly  the  case,  other- 
wiae  it  s^m<«  unlikely  that,  after  acconiplishing  ntmrn  60  miU^ 
from  the  starting  point,  he  should  have  wasted  preciims  tinje  by 
halting  at  NiU'Chuan^.  An  unpardonable  error  there  Ljccumed 
in  aUowtng  a  single  man  of  the  small  garrison  to  escape  aad 
spread  the  tale  of  his  coming.  As  that  ^arnson  was  compoaed 
of  infantr)',  there  should  have  been  no  difiicuUy  in  surrounding 
iad  capturing  it.  The  raiders  were  nccompanied  by  a  flock  of 
shaep  as  well  as  a  herd  of  cattle,  for  the  Japanese  took  eighty  of 
ibe  former  and  on©  Inindred  and  ten  of  the  latter  at  Sao- 
ditii-koti  on  the  14th,  aud,  although  the  region  through  which 
the  intruders  travelled  is  not  capable  of  femiing  a  force  of 
Uieir  numbers,  it  seems  ines:cufiable  that  so  immobile  a  method 
of  snpply  should  have  been  us©d.  Possibly,  however,  the 
infiinttj  came  up  to  San-cbia-kou  with  the  live  stock,  foliowiBg 
in  tbe  wake  of  the  mounted  troops;  but  if  this  be  m,  the 
lei«:unJy  advance  of  the  latter  is  all  the  more  reprehensible, 
-m  The  raid  was  well  planned  as  regards  its  object  and  direetion, 
bttt  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  its  execution,  which  was  faulty 
in'nerersl  respects  and  did  not  rise  above  the  commonplace. 
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(2)  The  only  point  in  the  battle  of  Hei-kou-tai  where  suooess 
in  the  attack  attended  the  Japanese  arms  was  that  opposite  the 
5th  Division.  Its  capture  of  Liu-tiao-kou  and  Chao-to-tzu*  on 
the  28th — ^points  not  far  removed  from  the  Russian  line  of 
retreat — ^probably  had  the  effect  of  inducing  the  commander  on 
the  northern  side  to  withdraw  from  Hei-kou-tai  that  night,  and 
had  the  troops  of  the  2nd  Division— or  a  part  of  them — been 
sent  in  the  direction  of  the  5th  Division,  pressure  on  the  Japanese 
left  might  have  been  more  quickly  lessened.  As  it  was,  the  eight 
battalions  of  the  2nd  Division  were  despatched  to  the  left,  where, 
though  they  outnumbered  the  enemy,  their  presence  did  not  help 
to  win  the  battle. 

The  decisive  point  was,  I  venture  to  think,  not  Hei-kou-tai, 
against  which  the  Japanese  should  have  directed  only  a  vigorous 
containing  attack,  but  the  ground  between  that  place  and  the 
Second  Tbrmy,  where  with  a  little  assistance  the  5lh  Division 
might  have  broken  through  early  on  the  28th.  Again,  in  this 
battle  we  see  the  effect  which  a  strongly  held  position  exercises 
on  the  Japanese,  and  their  unoontroUable  desire  to  capture  it, 
instead  of  seeking  a  weak  and  vulnerable  spot,  where  greater 
results  are  gained  with  smaller  effort  Strongly  held  places  are 
rarely  the  decisive  point,  where  superiority  can  alone  win  a 

Ct  victory,  yet  it  will  be  noticed  that  in  most  of  the  battles 
jht  by  the  Japanese  in  Manchuria  this  principle  has  been 
ignored,  and  its  neglect  is  to  a  great  degree  responsible  for  the 
comparatively  barren  nature  of  the  results. 

(3)  When  adequately  supported  by  artillery  the  Japanese 
infanizy  is,  if  not  uniformly  at  least  frequently,  successful  in 
making  local  frontal  attacks — as  distinct  from  general  attacks, 
in  which  the  employment  of  large  forces  is  involved  and  of  which 
turning  movements  necessarily  form  a  part  These  attacks,  in 
which  the  men  are  moderately  extended — more  so  than  in  the 
earlier  battles  of  the  Second  Army— are  carried  out  by  rapid 
rushes,  and  whether  it  be  that  the  Russian  infantry  soldier  is 
not  a  first-rate  shot  or  that  the  moral  effect  of  artillery  and  a 
quick  onset  of  infantry  shakes  his  nerves,  the  object  is  attained 
without  enormous  loss.  One  cause  of  success  is,  however,  probably 
due  to  the  use  of  indirect  fire  by  the  Russian  artillery  since  the 
battle  of  Te-li-ssu — where  their  guns,  greatly  exposed,  mitfered 
severely — a  method  which  is  ill-suited  for  checking  rapidly 
advancing  infantry. 

The  attack  of  the  six  battalions  of  the  6th  Division  on 
Liu-tiao-kou  and  Chao-to-tzu*  on  the  27th- 28th  January  ex- 
emplifies the  preceding  remarks  regarding  frontal  attacks,  and 
a  reference  to  the  casualty  table  (eee  Appendix  2)  bears  out 
the  statement  that  the  losses  are  not  necessarily  excessive. 
In  the  case  of  the  8th  Division,  however,  it  will  be  noticed  that 
its  success,  if  it  can  be  called  such,  was  in  inverse  proportion 

*  Betb  tenth  of  Chang-tan  (Map  50). 
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to  ill  oiAUidtiai^  which  were  vety  great.      This  was  due  in  part 

to  lack  of  atiperionty  in  artillery,  aod  probably  also  to  the 

fiict  that  the  division  fought  on  the  lines  on  which  it  had  beeB 

trained  in  peace  time.     The  battle  of  Hei-knn-tai  was  the  first 

limr  it  was  engaged  as  a  whole  in  Manchuria,  and,  from  the 

I  raitarks  of  a  staff  oflScer  of  that  division^  and  the  map  of  fche 

^  field t  it   iieems   that  its  11  oe  was  less  extended  than  that  of 

tbd  *ith  Division,  and  th»s  its  losses  were  proportionately  greater. 

The  Japanese  on  the  left  of  the  Manchurian  Field   Force 

have    at   length   leanit    the   atlvantage   of   opening   out   their 

infantry  in  the  attack,  to  a  reasonable  extent  (five  to  six  paces 

maximum),  but  they  are  still  inclined,  when  the  enemy 

opens  infantry  fire»  to  thicken  the  front  line  by  throwing  in 

ranlorcements  too  soon,  instead  of  advancing  to  from  600  to 

MO  yards  antl    then    filling   tip   the   spaces.     The   thickening 

of  the  hne  too  early  in  the  attack  of  the  5th  Division  (se^ 

Appendix    3)  led  to  losses  which  might  have  lieen  minim b^d 

Lhm  the  supports  been  held  back  for  a  short  time  longer,  and 

tlia  firing  line— which  liad  at  that  time  suffered  few  casual ties^ 

been  permitted  to  continue  its  advance  as  originally  extended. 

(♦>  The  fights  for  localities,  which  have  been  a  feature 
of  the  battles  in  Manchuria,  clearly  point  to  the  necessity  of 
making  mmx  expert  in  the  use  of  the  bayonet  Of  late  year» 
I  am  told  that  this  matter  has  been  somewhat  overlooked  by 
ibe  Japanese,  hut  it  is  now  held  that  bayonet  fighting  must  be 
rigarded  in  future  as  an  important  part  of  an  infantry  Boldier*s 
tritining.  During  the  winter  months  of  1904-5  company 
officers  might  frequently  be  aeen,  near  the  village  in  which 
tbe  British  attaches  with  the  Second  Army  were,  practising 
their  men  in  this  exercise — ^with  the  naked  weapon— and 
m^eing  them  charge  an  imaginary  Russian  over  a  mound  or 
tireiidi,  if  one  were  available.  The  Japanese  infantry  ofBcers 
are  ihemselves  armed  with  a  sword — I  have  not  seen  one  with 
a  revolver — are  generally  experts  in  its  use,  and  are  rarely 
to  be  i»een  without  it  In  the  British  Army,  which  has 
diaeaided  the  sword  in  favour  of  the  rifle  for  its  officers  when 
on  service,  it  would  seem  a  matter  for  consideration  whether, 
from  the  experience  gained  in  the  present  war,  the  rifie  should 
noi  be  Dpplaced  by  the  sword,  or,  if  the  former  continned  to  be 
cetried,  wnetber  a  bayonet  should  not  be  added  to  the  officer's 
equipment^  already  cumbrous  enough. 

That  the  Japanese  officers  are  less  easy  to  distingUTsh  from 
their  men  than  are  our  own  must  be  admitted,  but  the  carry- 
ti^  0{  a  sword  has  not,  I  believe,  led  to  a  high  percentage 
0S  CMQsIii^  among  them,  while  the  arming  of  ofiieers  with 
e  fiAe  not  only  deprives  them  of  the  time-honoured  emblem 
of  tlietr  office,  but  frequently  leads  to  their  firing  on  the  enemy 
dt  devoting  iU  their  attention  to  their  men.     I  have  no 


*  Smfootmot^t  page  :34, 
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detail  of  casualties  for  the  battle  of  Hei-kon-tai,  bat  for  the 
battle  of  Mukden  I  may  adduce  the  following  in  support  of 
what  has  been  said : — 

Killed  and  wounded. 

Officers  -  -  -  -       37  per  ceni 

19 on-commissioned  officers  and  men        -       32       „ 
Proportion  of  officers  killed  and  wounded 
to  non-commissioned  officers  and  men 
killed  and  wounded  -  -  1  in  32. 

The  above  are  calculated  on  the  known  strength  of  the 
Second  Army  at  the  beginning  of  the  battle,  and^  as  a  portion 
was  engaged  in  fighting  of  a  most  desperate  character  in  which 
personal  combats  took  place^  it  cannot  be  said  that,  armed  with 
the  sword,  their  losses  were  excessive. 

(5)  Hand-grenades  were,  I  think,  used  in  the  field  for  the 
first  time  during  the  battle  of  Hei-kou-tai,  though  they  were 
constantly  employed  at  the  siege  of  Port  Arthur.  The  difficulty 
of  preventing  a  determined  enemy  from  approaching  close  to 
the  walls  of  a  village  at  night  and  there  massing  for  assault 
has  led  to  their  employment,  and  in  one  instance  at  Ya-pa-tai 
it  is  claimed  that  they  were  responsible  for  causing  the  Russians 
to  retire.  Such  a  destructive  form  of  missile — the  Russian 
form  especially  being  easy  of  carriage — might  be  of  service 
not  only  in  a  war  with  a  civilized  people,  but  particularly 
against  a  savage  foe.  For  instance^  had  our  troops  possessed 
a  few  at  the  disastrous  action  of  Gumburru  in  Somaliland — in 
which  campaign,  unfortunately,  soft-nosed  bullets  were  not  issued 
— their  appalling  effect  would  probably  have  prevented  the 
enemy  from  closing  with  and  annihilating  our  men.  InfoiTnation 
regarding  their  nature  and  use  in  the  present  war  is  being 
collected,  and  a  specimen  of  a  Russian  one  has  been  secured. 

(6)  It  will  be  noted  in  the  map  showing  the  situation 
on  the  27th  at  Hei-kou-tai*  that  the  general  officer  com- 
manding the  8th  Division  brought  a  portion  of  the  baggage  of 
the  division  close  to  the  front — so  close  that  many  horses  were 
disabled.  Although  on  the  map  this  baggage  is  shown  as 
"light  baggage."  there  were  with  it  certain  comforts  for  the 
troops,  probably  blankets  and  food.  Qeneral  Tatsumi,  I  am 
told,  maintains  that  the  losses  to  animals  was  more  than 
compensated  for  by  the  advantages  which  accrued  to  the  men 
by  its  proximity  in  the  cold  weather  which  prevailed. 

Under  this  heading  might  come  the  question  of  frost-bite, 
regarding  which  some  information  has  been  obtained,  but 
Lieut-Colonel  Macpherson,  RA.M.C.,  is  dealing  in  detail  with 
that  subject,  which  lies  more  in  his  province  than  in  raine.f 

•  See  Map  62. 

t  Lien t. -Colonel  Macpherson'*  Reports  will  be  fonnd  in  The  Buiso- 
Japanese  Watt  EeporUfrom  Britieh  Ofieert  cUUich^d  to  ih0  Japaneee  Forces 
in  the  Field,  Medical  Volume, 
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Nari*aiive~ 

The  commaoder  of  the  Japanese  Armies  in  NoHh  Manchuria 
had  now  arrived  at  a  tishort  distance  to  the  ^otith  of  Mukdoii, 
wh**re  the  exhaustion  CBUwd  by  tlie  eevera  and  profcracteJ  battle 
t>f  the  8ha  Ho.  together  with  the  lack  of  numbers  adeqoate  to 
maintain  the  giruggle  against  an  enemy  firmly  settled  in  defen- 
sive worku  prefiared  in  advance  for  his  reception »  compelled  him 
to  halt  an<i  awavt  the  fall  of  Port  Arthur.  His  original  intention 
tiad  been  to  fore*^  General  Kuropatkin  north  of  t lie  Manchu  capital, 
bui  the  strenj^tli  of  the  Ru^siun  position  and  the  efficiency  of 
tll«  Sib«^nan  railway  in  bringing  up  reinforcements  cnlled  for 
m  coomderable  addition  to  the  assailants'  force  before  a  plan  of 
mdi  magnitude  could  be  carried  out,  and,  until  the  arrival  of 
General  Xogi'n  besieging  araiy,  the  r0(|uiaite  troopf=^  would  not 
be  forthcoming,  Had  it  been  pombl©  to  occupy  Mokden  and  the 
«>aniry  lying  north  of  it  as  far  as  Ti  eh -ting,  the  Ru^ians  would 
Imv^  loet  an  area  from  which  a  great  part  of  thotr  supplies  was 
iptiier&d,  and  been  deprived  of  that  valuable  military  artery 
T'  "'  ! -rain -tun  railway;  but  txj  have  done  no  wiia,  for  the 
II  uut  of  tlie  question .  and  as  winter  was  at  hand^  in 

wlimh  t^caHon  prolonged  opera tious  in  M^inchuria  are  imprac 
tienble,  no  course  remained  but  to  maintain  ii  defensive  attitude 
and  prepare  for  the  cauLpaign  widjh  muat  open  with  the 
approach  of  spring.  The  losses  whicli  the  Ruiisians  had  sus- 
taintHl  drove  them  to  adopt  a  course  wfiich,  if  not  actuated  by 
iimilar  motives,  wa.i  practically  analogous  to  that  forced  by 
dreuni8tance»  upon  the  Japanese ;  and  thus  eame  to  Ije  witnessed 
the  extra' ndi nary  spectacle  of  two  hostile  armies,  nuinbering 
in  ftll  a  little  lass  than  half  a  million  men,  Ijoth  directly 
oofering  their  comnmnieationb,  and  both  stretching  many  miles 
to  the  eai»i  and  w^t,  divided  by  no  obetaclea  of  great  natural 
alrengtii,  though  hedged  in  behind  the  arttticinl  ones  of  earth 
and  win>,  facing  each  other  for  several  months  at  a  distaiice,  in 
places,  amounting  only  to  some  scores  of  yards. 

No  sooner  hud  the  Uittle  of  tlie  Sha  Ho  terminated  than  the 
Jupane^e  be^n  their  preparations  for  the  winter  housing  and 

arity  of  their  troops,  and  of  the  long  front  which  the  Firnt, 
fourth,  and  Second  Armies  heldp  the  portion  allotted  to  the 
%tt43r  army  was  as  follow  s:^ — * 

3r(i  Durision, — Starting  at  th*^  village  of  Ka-chia-t^uf  the 
Une  ran  westward  over  the  northern  slopes  of  the  little  hill 
«»f  Kacbi-yama,!  and  thence  to  the  village  of  Wu-cliia*wa-t35U, 
whicli  Btaiids  astride  tbe  Mukden  highway.     This  section  was 


•  ^M  M»p-  50- 

t  *nni  n»me  in  fcppUed  xo  nuuierotis  villager  \n  the  sphere  of  ope»^tioiis* 
Tim  CMM   r«rerr«d   to  b^re  ig  nbont  foar  miles  east  of  Sha  Ho  niilwftv 
B,— A.  E 
t  Or,  HUl  of  Vi^iGTfi  m  e&llcd  hoc&nBe  24  gum  were  captured  bj  tht 
'  Divition  on  I4th  Oelober  1SK>4.— A.  H. 
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guarded  by  the  troops  of  the  3rd  Division,  the  17th  Brigade 
on  the  right  at  Ku-cbia-tzu,  and  the  5th  Brigade  on  the  left 
at  Wu-ehia-wa-tzu,  while  in  rear  Lieut-General  Oshima,  the 
divisional  commander,  had  his  head-quarters  at  Chang-yu-tien, 
north  of  which  village  was  a  searchlight  station. 

6th  Division. — From  the  Mukden  highway  the  line  gradually 
trended  north-westward  till  it  struck  the  left  bank  of  the 
Sha  Ho^  a  little  to  the  east  of  La-mu-tun,  opposite  which 
village,  on  the  northern  bank,  was  a  little  handet  in  a  clump 
of  trees.  Passing  through  La-mu-tun,  and  still  keeping  to  the 
left  bank,  the  line  traversed  the  southern  branch  of  the  Chinese 
Eastern  Railway,  immediately  south  of  the  girder  bridge 
spanning  the  river,  and  continued  westward  till  it  crossed  the 
stream  at  the  sharp  bend  opposite  lin-sheng-pu.  At  La-mu- 
tun  were  the  llth  Brigade  and  its  head-quarters,  and  at 
Lin-sheng-pu  the  24th  Brigade  with  head-quarters  at  Shu- 
lin-tzu.  Both  of  these  brigades  formed  part  of  the  6th  Division, 
whose  commander,  Lieut-General  Okobu,  occupied  the  village 
of  Pa-chia-tzu,  east  of  the  railway  line. 

^th  Division. — ^At  Lin-sheng-pu*  the  line  took  a  bend 
towards  the  south-west  till  it  skirted  San-ehia-tzu,  whence 
it  ran  due  west  to  Ma-chia-wei.  There  another  bend  carried 
it  to  Wan-chia-yuan-tzu,  from  which  village  it  turned  again 
to  the  south-west,  maintaining  that  direction  till  Li-ta-jen- 
tun  was  reached.  On  the  left  of  the  24th  Brigade,  holding 
the  line  through  San-chia-tzu  and  Chang-liang-pu,  and  a  little 
further  westward  was  the  7th  Brigade  of  the  4th  Division. 
Thence  the  19th  Brigade  of  the  same  division  stretched  through 
Ma-chia-wei,  Pao-tzu-yen,  and  Hsiao  Huang-ti  to  the  south-- 
west of  Wan-chia-yuan-tzu.  This  last  brigade,  besides  holding 
Ta-tai  with  a  detachment,  had  a  body  of  troops  in  reserve  at 
Hung-ling-pu,  where  were  also  brigade  and  divisional  head- 
quarters. 

Such  WM  the  general  line  held  by  the  Second  Army,  subject 
from  time  to  time  to  inconsiderable  variations,  when  one  portion 
was  slightly  advanced  or  another  retired,  according  as  the 
circumf^tances  of  the  case  demanded. 

Ist  Cavalry  Brigade. — On  the  left  of  the  Second  Army  was 
Major-General  Akiyama^s  cavalry  brigade,  still  supported  by 
two  battalions  of  the  4th  Division  and  augmented  by  the 
main  part  of  the  divisional  cavalry  of  the  3i*d,  4th,  6th,  and 
6thf  Divisions,  which  occupied  la-ta-jen-tun  —  where  were 
brigade  head-quarters — Shen-tan-pu,  and  Hei-kou-tai  as  recon- 
noitring bases,  with  detachments  quartered  in  the  intervening 
villages.  Chang-tan,  a  large  straggling  village  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Hun  Ho — which,  before  the  advance  to  the  Sha  Ho, 

•  See  Map  51.  ^ 

t  The  5th  Division  was  in  reserve  in  the  vicinity  of  Shih-li«ho  and 
was  under  the  direct  orders  of  Marshal  Oyuna. — ^A.  E. 
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con^t^nt  visits  ftani  the  mounted  forces  of  both  sides — 
ilieid  by  the  Jaimne^^e  hs  a  flying  post. 

The  d« fences  made  liy  the  Japanese  ware  simple  in  character, 
and,  &t  the  villages^  consisted  o£  a  breastwork  with  hcjud-cover, 
constracted  with  earth  taken  Tr^m  a  deeply^dug  trench,  wlnle 
bctwoan  the  villages  were  atrong  slielter  trencher  with  low  com* 
mAod  In  front,  at  distances  varying  from  twenty  to  eiglity 
yards,  wan  a  line  of  barbed  i>r  telegraph  wire  entanglement,  abattis 
or  ehsvauX'd^'frue,  wire  being  interlaced  to  render  the  last  two 
obfitAcIea  difficult  ^^f  removal  or  passage.  HovisevS  and  walls  were 
loophdled ;  but  the  ilefensive  line  wits  kept  outsiJe  the  former, 
which  inerf*ly  served  as  traps  for  higli -explosive  shells.  From 
Kii>chia*tzii  to  the  wost,  as  far  as  Wan-cbia-yaan  tzu,  tlie 
dePt-noes  werecontinnoud,  but  beyond  that  ]mnt  on(y  the  villages 
ajad  their  iaimecliato  vicinity  were  held.  The  guns  were  placed 
bcMnd  or  Vietwren  the  vIlLiges  in  pits  with  alternative  posit  ions, 
wheaci^  frontal  or  enfilade  fire  could  be  efnployed  at  will. 

The  troops  allotted  to  the  defence  of  each  section  lived  in 
bombpro:>f*  shiilteni  close  behind  the  line,  wiach,  in  tho  event 
of  ftttuck,  they  would  n^an,  and  m  excellent  were  tbe  arrange- 
Mk^dH  ma^le  for  fueU  frKxl,  and  cl(}tbing  that,  despite  the 
rigour  of  Manchurian  winter  nigbta,  they  suflered  Uttle,  if  any, 
ctiaKomfort 

The  Ruflsian  arrangementR,  on  the  other  hand,  besides  being 
br  more  elaborate  $m  regard?  defence,  were  devoid  of  that  air 
fil  eoiiifort  and  cleanliness  which  pervaded  the  Japanese  lines. 
The  men  werrj  lodgt^l  in  ruda!y*constnieted,  airless,  under- 
grouod  hut«^  general ly  placed  behind  the  villages,  and  little 
fpgard  fieemti  to  have  been  pnid  to  tbe  sanitary  condition  of 
ibeir  9aiTDunding».  Not  sat isfie^l  with  one  strong  line — which 
fuUoved  the  line  af  villages  inimediately  north  of  those  held  by 
ih©  Japttneae — well^eovered  by  effici**nt  obstacles,  they  created 
veritable  labyrinth  of  works,  exjiondinfj  immense  labour  on 
ing  mdiiubts,  mines,  and  military  piU,  nnd  conHtnicting 
inilta  of  deep  approach es.f  Indeed,  it  may  )>e  said  that  the 
works  of  btith  sides  exemplify,  in  a  singular  manner,  tbe  nnli- 
lar\'  character  Is  tics  uf  the  two  nations  t  those  of  tlie  Russians 
I  ^'  iy    for   df^fencc,    iheir    many    lines   encouraging    the 

i  'U    to  retire;    those  of  the  Japanese  merct   hx>tholdsi, 

wbeaca  to  spring  forward  when  the  moment  can  re. 

The  points  wh*^re  the  two  opposing  armies  came  closd 
legetlier  were  naturally  those  where  the  highest  state  of  tension 


*  A 1  thong  fa  the  Bu^ai&Ds  Hred  with  light  and  hoary  gnim  throiaghcmt 
Hm*  Wl&t4»r  with  greftt  regnUritj,  kept  up  a  freqiiGtit  riflo  ftre,  anil  mwdv 
iDMij  minor  AtUicki  of  cine  ar  tiro  oompttnieB,  the  ^-  ~  <f  tlie  Second 
Armj  from  17th  Octcjber  1904  to  ^9th  Januar/   I  iding  tboteo 

vhiiik  OGoarred  duritig  the  btitite  of  Hei*koa*tfti,  oul^  uiuunru^  to  somo 
IJBM  til  rankfi,  killed  and  wounded. — A^  H> 
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existed,  and  where  the  vigilance  of  both  sides  was  at  it» 
greatest.  At  Lin-sheng-pu  a  small  portion  of  the  nortbenii 
extremity  of  the  village,  linked  with  the  main  line  by  approaches^ 
was  held  by  the  Russians  as  an  outpost.  Here  the  sentry^ 
through  a  blinded  sandbag  loophole  built  in  the  wall  surrounding 
a  demolished  building,  watched  the  main  line  of  the  Japanese^ 
distant  only  80  yards,  whence  through  a  perforated  iron  plate 
or  granite  millstone  covering  a  hole  made  in  the  ruined  brick 
enclosure  of  a  Buddhist  temple,  a  no  less  watchful  eye  kept 
constant  vigil.  But  at  the  railway  bridge  the  situation  was 
more  interesting^  though  the  space  between  the  sentries  of 
both  sides  was  twice  as  great.  At  this  point  the  Japanese- 
trenches  east  and  west  of  the  railway  were  close  to  the  ste^ 
bank  of  the  Sha  Ho  and  connected  by  a  low  gallery  driven 
through  the  high  embankment  of  the  line.  Across  the  river — 
here  150  yards  wide — and  directly  opposite  the  Japanese- 
machine  gun  breastwork  was  a  Russian  advanced  trench  con- 
nected by  a  deep  approach  with  several  parallel  trenches  and  the- 
main  line  in  rear.  East  of  the  railway  and  about  one  hundred 
paces  north  of  the  Russian  advanced  trench  on  the  western  side 
was  a  straggling  grove  of  fir  trees,  where  the  Japanese,  utilizing 
a  trench  and  parapet  made  by  the  enemy  at  the  time  of  the 
Sha  Ho  battle,  had  built  a  breastwork.  In  front  of  this  out- 
work or  semi -bridgehead  were  a  few  strands  of  wire — all  the 
obstacle  that  could  be  erected,  on  account  of  its  dangerous 
proximity  to  the  hostile  ground.  On  the  left  flank,  snugly 
ensconced  in  a  cut  made  in  the  side  of  the  embankment  whence 
the  Russian  approach  upon  the  western  side  could  be  watched, 
was  the  lonely  sentry  post.  North  of  this  spot — which  was 
practically  within  the  opposing  lines — and  160  yards  up  the 
railway,  was  a  Russian  trench  and  the  Russian  sentry  post. 
Not  satisfied  with  watching  the  western  side  of  the  railway,  and 
in  order  to  escape  the  risk  of  crossing  the  track  to  the  east  at 
such  a  short  range,  a  manhole  had  been  driven  through  the 
embankment,  and  a  second  at  the  next  trench  to  the  north. 
From  the  first  of  these  trenches  to  the  Japanese  sentry  near  the 
fir  grove  was  a  distance  of  160  yards,  and  though  at  first  the 
posts  on  both  sides  were  posts  of  danger,  as  time  wore  on  each 
side  mutually  ceased  to  stalk  and  shoot  the  other,  provided  that 
the  relief  came  up  alone.  The  fir  gix)ve  itself  was  a  constant 
bone  of  contention,  and  the  ground  around  it  bore  many  a  trace 
of  the  attacks  made  upon  it  and  the  sallies  from  it  before  the 
Russians  finally  fell  back  to  the  north. 

That  minor  frays  throughout  the  winter  were  frequent  after 
dark  is  not  surprising,  for  both  armies  by  day  and  night 
improved  their  works,  and  each  side  was  tempted  to  prevent 
the  otlier  from  progressing.  Rarely  a  day  passed  that  the 
Russians  did  not  try  their  skill  at  the  Japanese  defences,  often 
w&sting  ammunition  on  supply  convoys  and  mounted  orderlies. 
Little  damage  was  caused,  and  the  futile  cannonade,  to  which 
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the  Jiipanese  replied  occasionally  with  atudied  modemtion,  at 
ttmos  went  an  for  several  hours  after  the  auo  had  set* 

Tbtis  tli8  remaining  mi>nthH  of  the  year  that  saw  the 
<ifilbireiik  of  the  war  piissed  by,  and  1905  was  ushered  in  with 
the  lonjr'boped'for,  long-deferred  capitulation  of  Port  Arthur, 
whereby  the  Japanese  would  soon  be  able  materially  to  increase 
liair  field  army  and  turn  the  wide  extended  works  before  th em- 
it in  the  concluding  uionths  of  1904  l>oth  aides  received 
PWnforeement«»  and  before  the  arrival  of  General  Nogi  s  Army 
fnran  the  Aoath  events  wera  to  take  place  which,  under  abler 
gmendabip^  might  possibly  have  changed  the  aspect  of  the  war. 
The  8th  Division,  which  had  mailed  fi'om  Japan  shortly  before 
the  Sim  Ho  oj>emtii)ns,  landed  at  Dalny  a1x>ut  fcbe  9th  Ociober- 
On  the  IMb  purt  marched  and  part  went  north  by  rail,  the 
liiit  troops  reaching  Lan-ehi — 2  udlos  south-west  of  Yeu*tai 
sl«licm — on  the  llth^and  the  whole  assembling  there  by  the 
^  Uih.  With  it  came  a  reserve  brigade  of  six  battnlions,  w^hich  was 
tnl  north* wef*tward  to  the  neiglibourhood  of  Lang'tung-kou,* 
rhere  it  was  e^^uidistant  from  Shen-tan-fvn  and  Hel-koU'tai 
id  about  four  mile»  from  both.  One  bnttalion  wns  sent  from 
liao-yan^— the  L/5th  E-f — to  Hsiao-pei-ho^  on  the  Hun,  and 
the  eav&lry  of  the  division,  which  wa.^  of  no  service  at  head- 
4|iiarter3i,  was,  with  the  excepiiim  of  a  small  detachment,  added 
lo  the  extreme  left  ivt  llei-kou-tai.  Otht'r  reserve  brtga»le» 
srnTml  at  the  front,  and  their  pr^ence  allowetl  of  the  replace- 
ment of  partionm  of  the  troops  tlien  in  the  tir&t  line.  Those 
infantry  battalions  also  which  had  not  had  their  ranks  com* 
plt*te<l  before  the  battle  in  October  or  had  t  hi*  re  in  mifter^d 
hetvy  lo»ww*«  were  made  up  to  a  normal  sLiength  of  HOO  iirivatcH, 
90  ihafc  the  troops  facing  the  Russiana,  though  not  mater  in  Uy 
iaereaBod  by  ttmh  divisions,  were  considerably  stronger  than  in 
Sepfcember. 

The  Ru^HiauH,  too,  had  added  to  their  numbei's  the  following 
fmiti,  which  hail  aniveil  in  whole  or  part: — 8th  and  ICth  Army 
Ooip^t  tlinic  EuropejLii  rifle  brigade!*,  and  the  Dun  Cosntick 
Diviiiioo  ;  for,  unlike  the  Japanese,  drafts  to  complete  cadres 
abeady  at  the  front  had  not  been  despatched  fiom  Russia, 
tto  that  a  vaat  medley  of  battalions,  some  four  hundred  in 
mttnber,  of  varyhig  sttviigth,  were  under  Genenil  Kuropatkin  s 
hand  The  whole  force  hiid  been  organized  by  him  into  three 
«RiU0i|  iinder  Generals  Grippen'oerg,  Kaulbar^,  and  Lenevich,  the 
<rr?t  on  the  Ru^ian  right,  the  last  on  the  left,  and  General 
KAuIhara  in  the  centre,  while  we^t  of  the  line  was  General 
lisl  '  *  V  «nd  east  of  it  that  of  General  Rennen- 

11  uf  the  unwieldy  army  into  three  t!i>ittnct 
isnis  under  generals  of  repute,  the  fall  of  Port  Arthur, 

Map  so. 

uHj  report  l./5ih  E.  stanik  for  Ist  B^itbnlioa  5tb  Re««rv9  Regi- 

l  Hjiao-pel^Ko  i«  near  lh«  cuadmmce  of  th»  Tai-Uu  Ho  and  Hun  IIo 
(14  iBiI«i  ioailt-wf0t  of  HeUkou^cai). 
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and  the  growing  political  agitation  in  Russia,  all  served  as  incen- 
tives to  active  measures  on  General  Kuropatkin's  part  before 
troops  and  heavy  guns  from  the  south  could  reach  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Yen-tai.  One  strong  objection  to  active  measurea 
arose  from  the  climate  of  Manchuria,  which,  in  the  month  of 
January,  through  low  temperature  and  few  hours  of  daylight^ 
makes  military  operations  both  difficult  and  costly.  To  engage 
in  battle— battle  which  may  be  prolonged  for  days  and  nights 
together — under  such  conditions  is  to  submit  troops  to  the 
utmost  hardships  and  privations,  and,  moreover,  on  account  of 
the  impossibility  of  making  hasty  entrenchments  where  the  soil 
is  frozen  two  feet  deep,  expose  them  without  a  hope  of  cover  to 
the  full  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns  and  rifles.  Nevertheless  the 
Russian  general,  doubtless  deeming  his  men  more  hardy  and 
inured  to  cold  than  the  soldiers  of  Japan,  resolved  on  such  an 
enterprise,  and,  as  a  preliminary,  despatched  General  Mishchenko'a 
cavalry  on  a  raid  to  disturb  the  Japanese  communications  and 
discover  whether  General  Nogi's  troops  were  moving  from  the 
south,  and  at  the  same  time  destroy  the  large  store  of  supplies 
known  to  be  collected  at  Ying-kou.*  That  place,  some  30  miles 
south  of  Niu-chuang,  is  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  liao  Ho, . 
about  1 3  miles  above  the  bar.  North  of  it,  some  3  miles  up 
stream  and  on  the  same  bank,  is  Niu-chia-tuu,  where  the  branch  . 
line  of  the  Russian  railway  from  Ta-shih-chi€to,  about  14  miles 
to  the  east,  terminates.  Close  to  the  station,  in  sheds  and  in  the 
open,  were  stores  for  several  months  for  the  whole  Japanese 
force  in  Manchuria.  The  bait  was  a  tempting  one,  but  the 
Russian  raider  was  not  a  Stonewall  Jackson  or  a  Stuart,  and 
the  Armies  of  Japan  were  handled  by  a  man  of  different 
character  to  Pope. 

Signs  were  not  wanting  tliat  such  a  movement  might  be 
made.  Up  to  the  middle  of  December  the  Ist  Cavalry  Brigade, 
had  had  before  it  a  division  and  a  half  of  Cossacks  from 
Orenbei^g  and  Ussuri,  which  held  the  line  from  Meng-ta-puf 
to  Chang-tan  across  the  Hun,  whence  a  small  force  of  infantry 
watched  the  ground  for  a  short  distance  to  the  west.  No 
sooner  had  the  Cossacks  of  the  Don  arrived  than  more  infantry  . 
was  noticed  and  some  activity  displayed  from  Chang-tan  west- 
ward, while  the  troops  which  had  arrived  from  Russia  gradually 
moved  south  from  Mukden  and  approached  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  defensive  line.  Aware  of  the  growing  strength  of  the . 
Russians,  and  recognizing  that  General  Kuix)patkin  was  a  free 
agent  from  the  date  of  Port  Arthur's  fall,  the  Japanese,  despite 
the  iron  hardness  of  the  ground,  continued  to  improve  their 
works,  ready  for  any  eventuality  that  might  arise.  Compared 
with  the  front  defended  by  the  infantry,  the  villages  held  by 

*  8e€  Map  48.  Ying-kon  is  erroneoasly  called  "  Niu-choang  "  bj  the 
European  innabitaiitB.  The  etation  at  Niu-chia-toii,  and  not  xing-kou 
itaelf,  was  attacked  by  the  Bassians. — A.  H. 

t  8m  Map  50,  Meng-ta-pu  is  3i  miles  north  of  Li-ta-jen-ton. 
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SfftjW'Oetieral  Akiyaina*s  cavalry  Iiail  Dofc  roceiveil  so  much 
mitenlioD.  In  order,  therefore,  to  augment  their  reeisting  power 
aome  etiginetrs  were  added  to  the  brigade,  and  orders  iseued 
tliAi  the  post*}  must,  if  surrounded,  be  titamtained  to  the  very 
lost.  Should  the  enemy  penetrate  the  line  he  would  be  met 
by  the  reserve  brigade  quaHcred  at  Ku-clieng-t^u  supported  by 
tM  rmi  of  the  8th  Division  still  posted  in  reserve  two  miles 
MNilli'Wefit  from  Yen-tai  station. 

Ai  the  lieginning  of  the  Kew  Yenr  a  minor  raid  of  Bome 
thirty  Kwvfiiaus  d reaped  in  Chinese  clothes  was  tuadti  upnn  the 
fttUiray  line  between  An-shan-tien  and  Hai-cheng«*  The 
dtnMige  done  by  them  was  slight  and  rapidly  repair^^  but 
prJAonom  were  taken  from  whom  the  infonnatiou  was  esctracted 
tluit  (j«ii«ml  Mishchenko  waa  near  Mukden  and  on  the  point 
of  moiriiig  westward. 

On  what  date  that  general's  march  Wgan  ie  not  precisely 
known,  but  iMiine  uf  the  wounded  left  by  him  when  falling  back 
mlonitiMJ  their  captors  that  a  portion  of  the  force  left  the 
lTJrc»ns  of  m  ukden  on  the  8th  January. 

Rumours  of  some  movement  reached  the  Second  Army  on  8tli  Jui* 
ihe  following  day,  but  nothir»g  definite  wa*j  known,  for  General 

Xiilidieilko  kept  hb  force  weD  to  the  west,  if  indeed  he  did  not  J 

CitMi  the  Uao  into  neutral  ground.  ^J 

In  Augufit  of  the  previous  year,  when  the  Japanese  Armiea  ^H 

ly  around  Hai-chi'Ug  and  the  rivers  were  not  frozen,  a  cavalry  ^| 

Igadf   had    watched   the   left    and  guarded    Ying-kou   from  ^H 

t\              -T),  but   now  that   they  had    moved   some  sixty  miles  ^H 

t             che  noith,  and  mountci]  troops  could  no  longer  be  spared  ^H 

to  prritect  that  side  up  to  the  Liao  ilo,  from  Chang- tan  to  the  ^H 

ijth  the  6ank  wa.s  open  to  attack.     It  ia  tme  that  along  the  ^H 

un  tlitTe  Were  a  few  posts  held  by  companies  of  line  of  com-  ^H 

iion  tro<:>p^,  but  nought  oliia  lay  between  the  niidera  and  ^H 

Vbk  tailway,  and   when,  therefure^  port  of  the  Russian  forcs^  ^| 

wbo66  total  strength  was  Honiething  between  5,000  and  lO^DOO  ^H 

men,  with  half  a  dosceu   butteries,   aixived   on  the  10th  before  ^H 

To-tai-tzu,  tlie  1st  Cavalry 'Kegiment,  stationed  there,  fell  back  ^H 

alonet^  Upwards  Hai-cbengi  Cotitinmng  their  march,  the  Russians  ^H 

tracked  Niu-cfiuang  early  next  day,  t*K>k  that  place  and  drove  ^H 

f<?rth  the  little  garrison — 4th  Company  33rd  Reser\^e  Regiment —  ^H 

iKirt  of  it  falling  back  on  Hai-cheng,  and  paii  on  Niu-cliia  tun.  ^H 

jfajor-Oeneral  Mishchenko  now  divided  his  force,  senditig  a  por-  ^H 

tic©  against  the  two  last  places,  and  a  l>ody  towards  An-shan^ti^ju,  ^\ 
From  nevcral  directions  reports  of   the  hostile  movement  had  11th  J^t 

come  int3  Manchurian  Amxy  Head- Quarters,  an' 1  on  the  lltb,  J 

m  it  seemed  cert  tin  that  the  enemy  was  in  earnest,  the  8th  ^J 

Diviaion  at  Lan-chi  was  dii*ected  to  despatch  to  the  threatened  ^H 

point  without  delay  a  force  of  three  battalions*t  ^H 

t  A  battahan  »ad  &  battery  were  also  ordered  to  procoed  from  Liao*  ^H 

j«eig»  licit  ^ii  wiii  after  wardi  counter  ^ordered .— A*  H.  ^H 
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Meantime,  Niu-chia-tun*  had  not  been  free  of  rumoura 
and  reports,  and  Major  Miyasaki,  the  post  commandant  at 
that  place,  fully  realizing  the  situation,  prepared  to  give  the 
BossiaDB^  should  they  come,  a  suitable  reception.  As  early  as 
the  latter  part  of  November  steps  had  been  taken  to  meet  a 
hostile  raid,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Niu-cbia-tUn,  round 
the  railway  station  and  the  adjacent  sheds,  entrenchments 
had  been  made,  while  to  guard  the  approaches  from  the  west 
across  the  frozen  liao,  barbed  wire  entuiglement  had  been  used. 
But  by  the  10th  January  the  works  were  not  complete,  for  the 
ground  was  hard,  and  labour,  needed  for  more  urgent  purposes, 
could  not  be  spared  to  finish  them.  Hearing  on  the  evening 
of  that  day  that  the  enemy  was  coming  on,  the  commandant 
determined  to  be  ready  for  him  by  the  12th,  and  despatched  all 
available  men  and  coolies  to  work  on  the  defences,  at  the  same 
time  removing  everything  of  special  value  to  a  place  safe  from 
the  fire  of  shells.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  news  came  that 
Niu-chuang  had  fallen,  and  that  a  strong  hostile  force  was 
moving  on  Hai-eheng,  and  by  8  p.m.  little  groups  of  men, 
exhausted  by  their  arduous  retreat,  straggled  in  from  the  former 
plckce.  The  enemy  had  not  left  them  unmolested,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  they  escaped  to  tell  the  tale.  Within  an 
hour  their  story  was  confirmed  by  a  band  of  scouts  who  had 
been  forced  to  retire  from  a  village  8  miles  north-eaat  on  the 
road  to  Niu-chuang.  The  enemy  was  now  not  far  distant  and 
attack  might  be  expected  at  latest  on  the  following  day.  To 
hold  him  off  and  save  the  stores  from  falling  into  his  hands  there 
were,  including  the  company  from  Niu-chuang,  the  L/S3rd  R, 
two  squads  of  cavalry,  and  200  armed  men  of  the  transport 
train.  Besides  these,  there  were  some  companies  of  the 
auxiliary  train^  useful  for  removing  stores  should  sheds  be  set 
-on  fire. 

During  the  night  of  the  llth-12th  no  time  was  lost  in 
carrying  perishable  goods  within  the  defensive  line,  on  which 
work  was  continued  without  intermission  ;  but  towards  morning, 
hearing  the  sound  of  firing,  the  Chinese  coolies  threw  down  their 
spades  and  fled,  after  which  digging  was  suspended  and  bags  of 
grain  and  boxes  wore  used  to  raise  the  parapet 

8tli  Jan.  At  7  a.m.  a  loud  explosion  from  the  direction  of  Ta-shih-chiao 
was  heard,  and  shortly  after  Chinese  spies  reported  that  the 
railway  between  that  place  and  Niu-chia-tun  had  suffered 
damage.  Judging  that  help  could  only  reach  him  by  that  route. 
Major  Miyasalu  boldly  resolved  to  mend  the  line,  and  despatched 
a  party  for  that  purpose.  The  next  step  taken  was  to  clear  the 
field  of  fire  from  everything  that  could  impede  the  view,  and 
place  the  unarmed  men  where  they  were  safe  from  fire. 

Several  hours  passed  and  still  no  enemy  appeared,  but  at 
2  p.m.  a  scout  in  Hou-chia-yu-f ang  reported  that  in  front  of 
him  was  a  screen  of  horsemen,  behind  whom  rode  a  solid  mass 
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Amoihf^T  hour  pa^se*!,  ami  cavalry  was  mtn  io  Fu-phia-tun 
advanciBg  thence  on  Hou-chia^yu-fang,  while  within  the  Hpace 
of  half  an  hour,  from  the  direction  of  Ho-chia-wo-pu.  yet  more 
appoarea,  tlie  two  fotcefl  nurnleriDg  together  some  3,000  men. 
The  little  garrison  had  now  before  it  more  than  thrice  its 
sltvogth,  liut  reinforcements  were  at  band,  and,  from  an 
obienration  post  at  4  pin.  the  distant  smoke  of  an  approaching 
ItaiJi  speeding  alono:  under  artillery  tire  was  seen.  Aji  anxious 
half-hour  pa^ed,  and  at  the  end  of  it  the  train^  carrying  three 
oomjmnie.^  of  the  8th  Reserve  Regiment — some  700  men — steamed 
into  the  staiion,*  a  proof  that  the  party  sent  to  repair  the  line 
had  done  ite  work*  The  journey  from  Ta-shitj-chiao,  though 
short,  had  been  exciting,  for  tho  enemy,  finding  tliat  coinmunica- 
tion  waa  restored,  brought  up  his  guns  and  ineffectually  trle^l  to 
wrvck  the  train,  Thi&  timely  reinforcement— which  had  been 
diverted  from  proceeding  north  and  sent  on  the  responsibility 
of  the  po8t  commandant  of  Ta^shib-chiaot — ^now  took  it^  place 
within  the  lines^  where  the  enemy  was  calmly  awaited 

At  4.30  (hJiL  a  Bingle  battery,  supported  later  by  more  gwns, 
0[i^m^d  fire  up<jn  Uie  storehouse  near  the  station,  which  offered 
a  con*»picuou!«  and  easy  mark.  Tin*  t^xpoctttd  attack  was  for  a 
time  clef  erred,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  enemy,  coneludmg 
that  the  place  would  be  but  lightly  defended,  pi*opo^ed  to  devote 
bm  attention  to  the  work  of  destrnctioo  witliout  coming  to  closer 
quartern,  I'hiis  this  defendei-H  wore  for  some  hour^s  <:^ngaged  in 
watehing  lost  a  fire  broke  out,  itmteml  at  kettping  him.  im  hud 
boen  anticipated,  at  arm's  length  with  their  bullets.  At  G  p.nj- 
a  large  Htorehou&e  filled  with  straw |  caught  fire,  and  the 
mttneroos  figures  hurrying  to  and  fro  trying  to  overcoTuc  the 
Aamait  deceived  the  enemy,  and  made  him  tliink  ihai  i^lJmelhitlg 
gnoaUy    vidued    was    in  danger    of    destryction.       Most  of  the 

ana  were  therefore  directed  to  the  spor,  ami  ahell  after  shell 
1  harmleaaly  into  the  middle  of  the  flanging  maas.  It  was  now 
quite  dark  except  for  the  light  emitted  b}^  the  burning  straw,  1»ut 
after  a  time  the  tire  was  got  under  and  thebomltardmenteea^ecL 
At  ha]f-[uist  seven  shouts  of  ''  Uurrah  !*'  were  heard, 
followed  by  a  heavy  lire  of  rifles,  anti  by  the  Ught  of  the  rising 
noon  fifty  mounted  Bcont«  were  plainly  visible  close  to  the  old 
church.  Fearing  the  effect  of  the  guns,  should  the  enemy 
remain  another  day  l^efore  Niu  chia>tun,  Major  Miyasaki 
difterxnineil  to  (Hpture  them,  if  ix>i*ible,  and  with  this  objfMsl 
dttpatcbed  two  parties,  one  by  Ta-kuan*tuu,  the  other  by 
Hoii-cbia<yu*fangp  Hardly  had  ilie  last  man  left  the  entrencb- 
oijcini  than  the  scouta  reported  that  a  strong  force  of  infantiy* 


•  Ha  siticaer  b»d  the  driver  of  iLe  tniiu— a  dviliaii — ilelivoriHl  hi* 
^liarg«  than  he  rr^titrned  at  fnil  speed  to  Ta-shih^cblao,  in  oaitii  he  should 
be  waiit^  to  bring  up  mor«  troQj^s,  bnt  the  euemy  agsiQ  cut  the  line  after 
Ike  K»d  pasted.    Tbu  wires  were  iiIbo  cot.— A.  H. 

t  Both  ht  and  Mnjor  MijAi-ftki  raceired  Lhe  dacoratios  of  iht  **  Golden 
Kite/  -A.  II, 

J  Th«  straw  wiw  for  boat  ooTeriogts  in  »©t  weather.^A.  H* 
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and  cavalry  was  coming  towards  the  latter  place.  The  men 
were  therefore  ordered  to  retire  and  man  the  works  again* 
After  some  minutes  a  body  of  400  men  came  towards, 
the  church,  but,  meeting  with  a  heavy  fire,  they  went  south  and. 
joined  the  force  approaching  from  Hou-chia-yu-fang,  in  the 
direction  of  the  canteen.  Allowing  them  to  reach  100  yards 
from  the  defensive  line,  the  Japanese  infantry  opened  fire, 
and  the  force,  thrown  into  disorder,  fled  back  whence  it  caqie. 
Later  on  two  attempts  to  approach  were  made,  one  in  the  same 
direction  by  500  men,  the  oUier  towards  the  old  Russian  hospital, 
but  both  were  driven  off,  and  at  9  p.m.  the  garrison  was  left  in 
peace. 

h  Jan.  Next  day,  the  13th,  before  dawn,  word  was  brought  that 
Hou-chia-yu-fang  and  Ta-kuan-tun  wei*e  both  deserted. 
Thinking,  however,  that  the  enemy  might  attack  again  at  day- 
light, all  preparations  to  resist  him  were  made  ;  but  at  half -past  • 
nine  it  was  found  that  he  had  decamped  and  retired  towards 
Niu-chuang,  and  by  2  p.m.  the  tail  of  the  rear  guard  had 
disappeared  firom  view.  Niu*chia-tun  was  now  considered  safe, 
and,  on  the  ground  before  it  being  searched,  58  dead  and 
6  wounded  were  found.  From  the  latter  it  was  gathered  that 
the  force  which  had  made  so  futile  an  attempt  was  under  Major- 
General  Stefanov,  and  consisted  of  the  51st  and  52nd  Dragoons, 
some  Cossacks,  the  3rd  Siberian  Rifles,  and  10  to  20  guns. 
Before  retreating,  they  had  carried  off  all  the  dead  and  wounded 
within  reach.  It  was  further  elicited  from  the  same  source  that 
the  Russian  commander  had  supposed  that  in  the  bombardment 
of  the  12th  the  Japanese  had  suffered  heavily  and  had  left  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  station,  and,  unaware  that  defensive 
works  had  been  prepared,*  he  attacked  without  first  recon-^ 
noitnng  the  position*! 

While  the  events  above  related  were  taking  place  near 
Ying-kou,  the  troops  despatched  by  the  8th  Division,  under 
Colonel  Tsugawa,  were  approaching  the  scene  of  action,  where 
they  were  to  arrive  only  in  time  to  engage  the  rear  guard  of 
Major-General  Mishchenko's  force,  now  in  full  retreat  from  all 
directiona  Leaving  Lan-chi^  by  train  on  the  night  of  the  11th, 
Colonel  Tsugawa  went  beyond  An-shan-tien  with  the  intention  of 
assembling  at  Keng-chuang-tzu,  and  before  reaching  that  place 
he  was  joined  by  two  batteries  on  their  way  north  from  Port 
Arthur,  and  the  1st  Cavalry  Regiment,  which,  hearing  that  a 
pursuing  force  had  started,  now  came  up  from  the  direction  of 
Hai-cheng. 

*  The  three  yiUages  outside  the  lines  at  Nin-chia-tun  were  not  pre- 
pared for  defence,  as  it  was  not  expected  that  a  Buffioiently  large  garrison 
wonld  be  available  to  defend  so  extended  a  line.— A.  H. 

t  Ying-kou  was  known  to  be  fall  of  Eossian  spies  thronghoat  the  winter, 
but  the  CMlministrator,  Major  Yokara«>who  had  been  mnch  in  China — 
succeeded  in  preventing  information  regarding  the  defensive  works  and 
the  strength  of  the  garrison  from  leaking  out. — A.  H. 
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Frotii  Keng-cbaang-tzu,  where  the  force  arrived  on  the  12th, 
Ibe  cavalry  and  lIL/3lBt  were  sent  to  To*tai-t^u^  where  they 
drore  back  a  small  force  aoioes  the  Liao  Ho  and  arrived  nt  night 
at  Iitt*tat*tzLi.  With  the  two  hattalions  of  the  5th  Begitueat  and 
th©  guits,  Colonel  Tsiiigawa  left  Keog  chuang-tzu  at  7.30  a,m>, 
next  day  intending  to  proceed  through  Hsiao-nien*iniao  to  San* 
chia^kou^and  at  5.30  am,  on  the  14tb  he  reached  Fa-chia-tzu.  On  tWi 
the  way  thither  he  nent  a  company  to  garrison  Niu-chuang  and 
aiioth(*r  tu  fulluw  a  force  of  the  enemy  i^eported  to  be  moving 
northward  from  Yiug-kou  between  the  Liao  and  himself* 

Meantime  the  troopa  in  Liu  tai-tzu,  finding  before  them  a 
hostile  force,  endeavonred  to  communicate  with  Colonel  TsQgawa, 
l»ut  the  enemy *s  cavalry  prbveiitt^*d  messeug^^rs  from  getting 
Uiroagh  lo  hitn.  When  he  arrivecl  at  Pa-chia't2^  the  inhabi- 
ianta  stated  that  a  colurun  20,0U0  Btrong,  accompanied  by 
gnmn,  bad  taken  eight  honrs  in  passing  through  the  village  on 
the  previoUR  night,  and  after  croH£iing  the  Li^io  Uo  had  proceeded 
north  through  San-chia-kou* 

At  7.S0  a.m.  he  decided  to  advance,  and  found  a  foit^e  with 
gtins  holding  the  southern  comer  of  San-cbia-kou.  With 
mwa^  difficulty,  owing  to  tht  precipitous  nature  of  the  banks» 
the  infantry  BucceetWI  in  crossing  the  Lioo,  and  at  9  a,m. 
took  the  vilhige  and  tired  upon  the  Russian  guns  then  hmbering 
up  1,000  yards  in  rear,  The  Japanese  artillery  was  at  this 
time  firing  on  a  body  of  cavalry  3,000  strong  which  was 
flyin;!  northward  from  the  village  in  confusion,  its  retreat 
a&d  that  of  the  infantry  being  hastened  by  the  presence  of 
tli9  tr<x*pi4  in  Liu  tai-tzu,  the  sound  of  whose  rifles  wae  dis- 
tinctly heaiit  Cokmel  Tsugawa  s  fierce  was  now  all  across  the 
Liao,  and  it  was  found  that  tlie  enemy  had  left  behind  hitn  5*6 
dvml.  To  pursue  with  the  {-mall  force  of  cavaliy  was  looked 
upcm  aa  useless,  and  the  main  bDiy  aHsembled  in  Pa-chia-tsm, 
while  the  LU./^ ist  wa^  Bent  to  To-tai-t^u  and  the  cavalry  to 
Nin-chuang. 

The  losses  of  the  Japanese  infantry  in  the  affair  at  Liu-taitasu 
and  at  Saii-chia-k'>u  amounted  to  12  killed  and  62  wounded, 
while  the  artillery  had  two  men  wounded  and  the  cavalry 
none. 

Major*Qeneral  Mishchenko.with  the  main  body  of  his  f orWp 
had  fixicceedcd  in  making  good  hh  escape— but,  it  ts  stated,  with 
a  losa  of  3,000  men^ — and  reaHsembled  to  the  south*weat  of 
Chang-tan,  the  rear  guard,  with  which  Colonel  Tsugawa  had  been 
cengagod,  covering  him  some  siK  miles  to  the  south 

The  mid  had  failed  in  two  objects  out  of  three.  Communi- 
catioD  on  a  branch  line  luid  been  temporarily  cut,  but  the  main 
U^e  had  escaped,  while  Ying-kou,  proving  stronger  than  expected, 
had  more  than  held  it®  own.  But  the  mystery  connected  with 
the  BQOvement  of  the  Tliird  Army  bad  been  cleared  up,  and 
it  WM  now   known  that  General   NogiV  troops  had  not  yet 
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reinforced  the  Armies  north  of  Liao-yang.  This  knowledge, 
though  bought  with  a  heavy  price,  was  probably  the  main- 
spring of  the  motive  power  which  hastened  on  the  next  attempt 
against  Marshal  Oyama's  left. 

From  the  13th  January  some  movements  were  observed  in 
the  enemy's  lines,  and,  from  that  date  onwards^  more  particularly 
about  the  17th  and  18th,  the  right  of  his  army  was  prolonged 
to  the  west  so  as  to  include  the  village  of  Ssu-fang-tai,*  where 
Major-Qeneral  Mishchenko's  cavabry,  once  again  at  the  front,  had 
its  head-quarters.  The  artillery  at  this  period  became  more  active, 
throwing  shells  further  into  the  Japanese  position  and  sometimes 
firing  late  into  the  night.  The  balloon,  too,  which  had  generally 
been  raised  from  the  vicinity  of  Sha-ho-pu,  was  now  taken  well 
to  the  west,  as  if  to  gauge  the  strength  of  the  Japanese  garrisons 
on  the  left.  On  the  24th,  six  Russian  soldiers  surrendered  to  as 
many  different  units  of  the  Japanese,  and  all,  when  separately 
interrogated,  agreed  in  stating  that  for  the  26th  an  attack, 
which  would  be  heralded  by  a  bombardment,  had  been  arranged. 
This  attack  would  be  delivered  against  the  Japanese  left.  But 
this  was  not  all,  for  one  of  the  prisoners  went  so  far  as  to  declare 
that  he  had  seen  instructions  from  Oeneral  Europatkin  ordering 
that  when  the  advance  began,  village  after  village  must  ^ 
seized  and  strongly  held. 

Meanwhile  the  defences  of  the  Second  Army  had  attained  to 
such  a  satisfactory  condition  that,  desirous  of  affording  it  a 
reserve  amounting  to  a  third  of  its  whole  strength  and  unin- 
fluenced by  rumours  of  attack,  Marshal  Oyama  issued  ordersf 
Jan.  on  the  21st  for  the  3rd  Division  to  be  withdrawn  to  the  vicinity 
of  Tang-chia-wan  on  the  Sha  Ho,  close  to  its  junction  with  the 
Shih-li  Ho,  a  village  prominent  in  the  fighting  of  the  11th  and 
12th  October.  Its  place,  in  that  part  of  the  line  which  it  had 
held  for  full  three  months,  was  to  be  taken  by  the  6th  Division, 
whose  right  would  be  extended  east  to  Wu-chia-wa-tzu,  the 
remainder  of  the  gap  being  filled  b}'  the  reserve  brigades  of 
the  Fourth  Army,  which  would  prolong  their  left  to  the  Mukden 
road.  A  manoeuvre  such  as  this  could  only  be  carried  into 
effect  gradually  and  under  cover  of  darkness,  and  from  the 
23rd  the  troops  and  guns  were  secretly  withdrawn  and  as 
secretly  replaced.  Before  this  date,  however,  the  blow  had  fallen, 
and  a  force,  amounting  to  some  seven  divisions  under  General 
Grippenberg,  was  in  movement  to  attempt  to  overwhelm  the 
Japanese  left.  The  transfer  of  these  troops  to  the  Russian 
right  and  their  supply  had  been  greatly  facilitated  by  a  branch, 
twenty-five  miles  long,  from  the  main  southern  line,  which  had 
been  thrown  out  south-west  as  far  as  Ta-wang-chien-pu.  From 
this  line  a  network  of  light  railways  supplied  the  troops  in  all 
directiona 
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t  These  orders  were  not  issued  in  anticipation  of  a  Bassian  attack  on 
the  left,  but  had  been  contemplated  for  some  time. — A  H. 
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What  WEE  Ihe  preci&e  object  of  the  movement  is  nncevtaiD,  but 
it  would  seem  that  the  temptation  to  strike  the  sknder  dank  of 
the  Japanese  l^efore  the  arrival  uf  General  Nogi's  Array  and  cut 
their  com muoicationd  had  V>eeii  too  strong  for  General  Kuropaikm 
or  the  6ul>ordiuate  commander  on  the  right.  Should  success 
attend  the  flank  attack^  and  the  Japanese  be  drawn  to  weaken 
their  front,  tliat  portion  and  the  right  of  the  lii^e  would  also  be 
asBaultod.  The  Japanese  believe  tbat  a  minor  feature  of  the 
operation  wa?  the  destruction  of  their  provision  store  at  Lang- 
tttiig  kou,  and  from  the  persistent  pressure  of  the  Cosijacks  in 
that  direction  this  would  seem  probable.  Whether  a  movement 
of  Hiich  magnitude  was  foreseen  by  Manchurian  Army  Head- 
Quarters  h  likewise  veiled  in  doubt,  but  that  Marshal  Oyama 
had  no  intention  of  phiying  into  Russian  hands  by  depleting  his 
front,  and  wiw  prepared  to  retort  by  a  bold  a'Uick  from  tbat 
direction  should  General  Kuropatkin  on  his  side  do  bo,  is 
bf^yond  dispute. 

On  the  morning  of  the  S5th  three  regiments  of  Russian  flgthj 
cavalry  were  in  position  from  Kadi-ma  to  A-sjin-niu,*  and  on 
the  previouB  evening  about  one  and  a  half  brigades  of  infantry 
with  guns  c^me  up  apparently  from  8su-fa7ig-tai,  and,  crossiug 
f'  '  /iMi  Hun  then  and  on  the  following  mornings  between 
fto-t/n  and  Hei-kou-taij  moved  in  a  south~e4vs3terly  direc- 
i  \t  the  i$ame  ti uie  the  enemy  in  front  of  Li-ta-jen-tun  and 

;::  :.^„ii'pu  displayed  some  tokens  of  activity.  The  cavalrj^ 
p&ti*ols,  which,  aa  usiimI,  had  been  sent  to  the  fix>nt  of  these 
villager  to  reconnoitre^  were,  after  a  slight  skirmish,  withdrawn, 
and  ihc  mn%*f*ment^  of  the  enemy  reported  t<^>  ManiThyrian  Army 
Head-Qiiarters.  Thereupon  Marnhal  Ovama  ordered  tbe  two 
brtgadea  of  the  8th  Divii^ion  wntii  its  artillery!  to  move  at  once 
from  Lan-chit  to  oppose  the  enemy  comiDg  fi'ora  Ssu-fang-tai, 
and  placeil  the  garnson  of  Hei-kou-tai^ — which  consisted  of  three 
land  a  half  i«i^iiadrons  5th  and  8th  Cavalry,  one- third  of  the 
ftid  Biserve  Regiment,  and  four  !:uns§--^unrler  Lieut  General 
ltomttii>  the  commander  of  the  division.  That  officer  reoeived 
the  order  to  march  at  noon,  but,  privately  informed  that  he 
and  hb  men  were  wanted  in  the  west,  had  already  put  them 
in  motion  at  11  a.m.,  and  was  now  on  his  way  to  the  scene  of 
tile  approarhing  conflict  On  this  division  the  brunt  of  the 
deiipcrate  fighting  roimd  Hei-kou«tai  was  to  fall,  and  that 
Tillage^  which  Bpee4ier  reinforcement  might  have  &aved,  waa  for 
tliree  days  and  nights  to  baffle  some  of  tbe  bravest  soldiers  of 


*  Ea-li-tQH  is  on  the  Liao  21  mi  Ion  due  wc&i  of  Chang^tan,  &nd  A^ttm* 
ata  te  18  BiiWs  wc»%  of  CbaDg-tan  and  3  east  of  Kn-li-mft. — A.  H* 

t  Oiie  re^tEieiLt  of  36  gunn  and  one  capturod  Q  P,  field  battery  of 
f  gatm.— A.  H. 

1  Kot  o«  Map  50,  ii  near  Yeo-tai  (5  vnilm  south  af  Sliili4i*ho], 

f  Four  of  tbt  abovft-fneniionad  Husiian  j^ns  wt^r^  i»  Hd-kon-taL 
llirf  were  trtit  there  on  the  20th  No\  embar  1904.^A.  E* 
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Japan,  and,  perhaps,  the  most  dashing  of  her  leaders,*  costing 
many  lives  before  it  was  recaptured. 

Hei-kou-tai  stands  close  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Hun,  there 
some  two  hundred  yards  in  width,  and  is  surrounded,  like  many 
villages  in  this  region,  vrith  a  mud  wall  four  feet  high,  and 
ditch  some  twenty  feet  in  breadth  and  three  to  six  feet  deep, 
the  last  an  obstacle  of  small  consideration.      To  the  north- 
east, south-east,  and  south  are  several  sandhillsf  rising  eight 
to  twelve  feet  above  the  plain,  the  furthest  hill  distant  from 
the  village  about  one  mile.    Those  on  the  south-east  and  south 
formed  excellent  infantry  positions  for  the  Russians,  and  were 
only  taken  after  repeated  charges  and  heavy  loss.     Others,  more 
remote  from  the  field  of  action,  served  as  valuable  points  for 
observation.     The  whole  district  lying   south   of  the   villages 
held  by  the  Japanese  is  singularly  fiat  and  open,  the  only  features 
above  the  level  of  the  plain  being  the  villages,  two  thousand 
to  three  thousand  yards  apart,  a  few  trees  scattered  here  and 
there,  and  occasional  series  of  low   mounds  denoting  Chinese 
burial-grounda      The  frozen   walls  of  the  houses   and   those 
around  the  villages  gave  good  cover,  being,  in  winter,  impenetrable 
to  shrapnel  shell  and  rifle  bullet.    On  the  river  side,  between 
Hei-kou-tai  and  Chang-tan,  are  a  few  small  woods  useful  for 
hiding  troops  advancing  from  the  west.     The  banks  of  the  Hun 
are  steep,  and  ten  to  twenty  feet  above  the  frozen  stream,  and 
therefore  difficult  for  all  arms  to  pass,  except  at  certain  places 
which  exist  between  the  villages  abutting  on  it.     Through  Hei- 
kou-tai  a  frozen  rivulet,  shut  in  between  sloping  banl^  some 
twelve  feet  high — easy  of  passage  for  infantry,  but  difficult  in  most 
places  for  artillery — stretehes  south  past  San-chien-pao^  where 
it  bends  sharply  to  the  west.     Another  similar,  though  sli^tly 
broader,  stream  marks  the  route  from  Lao-chiao  to  Su-ma^pu, 
beyond  which  village  it  sweeps  round  in  a  direction  generally 
south.     These  river-beds  were   very  useful  to   both   Russians 
and  Japanese,  serving  as  cover  for  reserves,  horses,  mounted 
messengers,  and  carts.     Up  and  down  them,  in  almost  perfect 
safety,  the  wounded  could  be  borne  to  the  dressing  stations  at 
the  villages  in  rear,  and  behind  the  bank  nearest  to  the  enemy 
fires  lighted  cmd  cooking  carried  on  at  the  rare  intervals  when 
the  stress  of  battle  allowed.     The  first  of  these  natural  covered 
ways  remained  for  the  fight  in  Russian  hands ;  the  second,  too 
far  in  advance  for  them  to  hold  in  strength,  was  utilized  by  the 
Japanese. 

*  Lieut.-Genoral  Tatsami*  who  was  in  personal  command  of  all  the 
troops,  excloBlTe  of  those  of  the  Second  Armr,  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Hei-Kou-tai,  greatly  distingaished  himself  in  the  war  of  restoration  of  1868 
between  the  present  Bmperor  of  Japan  and  the  Tokn^wa  Shogans.  He 
was  present  at  most  of  the  actions  then  foaght,  and  distinguished  himself 
again  in  the  Ohina- Japan  war.  —A.  H. 

None  of  these  hills  were  entrenched,  bat  they  afforded  good  coyer.— 


aI 


t  See  Map  52. 
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The  weAther  u|i  to  the  iSnl  had  not  been  specially  severe,  Jan.  2&ti 

but  on  that  diite  the  wind  changed  to  the  north,  and  daring  the 

(kftttte  the  thermometer  avei^ged  at  night  some  45  degrees  of 

Ifrowt,  and  seldom  registered  less  than  15  degrees  by  day.*     The 

^mir»  Um,  became  moist,  and  dull  foggy  weather,  lasting  moat  o£ 

the  A%y  and  much  ob«<tructing  distant  vision,  prevailed. 

In  such,  almost  arctic,  weather  the  optning  battle  of  1905 
began. 

li   has   been    said   that   lient. -General  Tatstimi's   division 

^  inarched  at  1 1  a.m.,  and  that  one  brigade  was  alrea^ly  quartere<i 

ne4ir  Lang-tung-kou.f     Of  this  brigade^  the  31st  Reserve  Regi* 

ment  of  two  t^ttalions  had  bcea  sent  on  the  22nd  to  the  village 

of  K  a*chong-t2n,  ^^me   two  miles  distant   to  the   north-west, 

and   there  received   urgent  requests   fi-om   the  commanders   of 

fthe  giirrisona  of  Mei-kou-tai  and  Shen-tan-pu  to  come  to  their 

^amttanee*    llie  11  SUt  R  was  despatched  to  the  former  place, 

and  the  1st  Battalion  to  Shen-tan*pn,  where  it  remwined  nntil 

the  Rofiaianji.  after  their  defeat,  retired  across  the  Hun.    What 

had  occurred  to  necessitate  these  appeals  for  help  from  two  direc- 

IJoiis  waa  the  development  of    the  Russian   attack.      General 

^ChrppenWrsf,  conimaivding  the  centro  column,  with  the  cavalry 

I  cm  hiii  right  and  General  Kaulbars  pnssive  on  liis  left,  had  sent 

^n  fofce  of  nearly  a  division,    with   gunn,   against  Hei-kou*tai, 

'  while  another  force  of  equal  strength  was  in  the  neighbourhood 

•of  Sbfin  tan-pu.     The  former  village  ha<l  l>een  under  attack  since 

8.30  a.m.,  atitl  though  ilie  enemy  at  dibt  mii^le  no  serious  effotts 

rto  diiilodgo  the  meagre  giu'rison^  towanls  afternoon  a  fi*rce  i>F 

iiU  arms  came  u|>on  the  scene  and  its  poaition  grew  precarious, 

I  and  before  •'   '    "  \]  the  place  was  partially  aurroimded, 

Beffjre  j  i  »g  to  the  west,  LieuL-Generiil  Tatsumi  had  been 

told  ihai  if  thkt  viiljige  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  Japanese  were 
in  dat^er  of  being  l^ken,  the  defenders  should  retire  towards 
the  Qouth-^east,  and,  as  the  IL/31st  R.  did  not  arrive  in  time 
to  be  of  service.  Colonel  Tanada,  who  commanded  there,  after 
suffering  forty  casualties,  withdrew  his  men  at  9  p.m.,  and, 
maeUng  the  reiiJoi*cement  on  the  wayi  the  whole  arrived  some 
hoiuv  Uier  at  Ku-eheng>t7.u.§  To  meet  the  plan  of  Marshal 
Qjrmnui  it  had  been  intended  that  the  retirement  should  have 
bieii  towards  the  south-east,  but  the  enveloping  attack  compelled 
Taimda  to  move  nearly  due  east.  At  this  time  it  was  thought 
that  the  Russians  were  making  for  the  provision  store  at  Lang- 
tung-kou,  and  the  Japanese  purposed  to  place  no  obstacle  to 
their  paaiMgo  of  the  Huii|  but  rather  to  entice  them  on^  antl  then, 
with  the  8th  Division,  hurl  them  back  towards  the  wast*     The 

•  Th!#  «  II  rough  r'ijiimate. 

:  I  lin  ihriee  regiinai^U  of  tbe  reierve  brigude  bad  etoh  two  batULliong. 
-AH. 

§  Tbe  g«rriBOii  wai  lOAialy  conipoa^ti  of  cftrilrj  with  caj^bmei  sod  no 
I«7«iii9la*  TIm  villain  h  not  e&sily  tlefeniible  from  the  w«it  And  ettn  be 
waprmisbmd  ntidttr  cover  from  uesir  Timg  Yeii'tfci»t»tt(nvrth-*€8t  of  it)* — 
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Hei-kou-tai  garrison,  therefore,  had  been  warned  how  they  were 
to  act  to  meet  this  case ;  but  the  Russian  mission  was  more 
serious  than  the  mere  destruction  of  some  sacks  of  grain  and 
rice,  and  Colonel  Tanada  found  himself  in  imminent  peril,  and 
only  with  difficulty,  and  the  exercise  of  great  coolness  and  good 
judgment,  threaded  his  way  through  the  meshes  of  the  net 
spread  for  him. 

In  the  direction  of  Shen-tan-pu  nothing  serious  had  occurred, 
but  Qeneral  Oku,  with  his  usual  foresight,  recognizing  that  his 
own  left  would  probably  become  the  object  of  attack,  instructed 
the  troops  in  the  villages  of  Li-ta-jen-tun,  westward,  to  make  a 
vigorous  defence,  and  ordered  the  3rd  Division,  then  assembling 
from  the  front  near  Yang-chia-wan  (south-east  of  Li-ta-jen-tnn), 
to  concentrate  and  hold  itself  in  readiness  for  a  move. 

Such  were  the  events  of  the  25th  January ;  and  during  that 
day  lieui-General  Tatsumi,  who,  under  Marshal  Oyama's  orders 
was  to  hold  the  chief  command  in  the  approaching  battle,  moved 
his  artillery  and  two  brigades  (4th  and  16th)  towards  Lang- 
tung-kou,  where  they  arrived  at  night.  There,  reasoning  that 
the  Russians,  by  the  time  that  he  could  reach  aa  far  as  Hei- 
kou-tai,  would  be  well  across  the  Hun,  Lieui-Oeneral  Tatsumi 
decided  that  the  proper  course  was  to  strike  their  rear. 

The  movement  of  the  Russians  had  so  far  succeeded,  but 
only  a  small  portion  of  the  force  destined  to  be  engaged  had 
passed  the  river,  scarce  sufficient  to  have  justified  it  in  moving 
further  east. 

Ith  Jan.  During  the  night,  the  wind,  which  had  been  in  the  north 
the  day  before,  shifted  a  few  points  towards  the  east,  and 
brought  with  it  a  heavy  fall  of  snow.  This  change,  far  from 
moderating  the  already  glacial  cold,  only  added  to  it,  and  greatly 
aggravated  the  discomfort  of  men  doomed  to  pass  the  day  and 
night  mainly  lying  in  the  open,  continuously  exposed  to  a 
galling  fire. 

By  7  a.m.  the  8th  Division  was  assembled,  the  Reserve  and 
16th  Brigades  and  the  artillery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ku- 
cheng-tzu  and  the  4th  Brigade  at  Chin-chia-pu-tzu.  By  that 
hour  it  was  known  that  the  enemy,  a  portion  of  whose  troops 
had  occupied  Hei-kou-tai  at  10  o'clock  on  the  previous  night,  and 
still  was  there,  had  disposed  his  advanced  forces  on  the  following 
line.  Starting  from  a  point  a  little  to  the  south-west  of 
Su-ma-pu  (south  of  Hei-kou-tai),  he  held  that  village  and 
extended  thence  to  Lao-chiao  and  Ya-tzu-pao.  As  Lieut.-General 
Tatsumi  knew  that  the  troops  at  Hei-kou-t€d  were  not  merely 
an  advanced  guard  of  cavidry,  but  comprised  all  arms  and 
perhaps  numbered  a  division,  he  judged  that  it  was  a  covering 
force  sent  in  advance  to  ^ard  the  main  body  in  its  somewhat 
difficult  passa^  of  the  Hun.  The  best  course,  he  therefore 
thought,  would  be  to  strike  a  blow  before  the  enemy  arrived  in 
greater  strength,  and,  with  this  object,  he  divided  his  force  as 
follows : — 
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Tbe  resenre  brigade  of  four  battaliotis*  forming  the  right 
wing  waa  directed  to  attack  Hei-kou*tai  from  the  directioii  of 

Thi.*  it! I  Brig^ule*  detailed  &s  left  wiogj  had  orvlei's  to  proceed 
frotn  Chin-chia-pu-tzu  to  Su-ma-pu  and  Tou-pao  and  u&gault 
llei-kou-tai  Irora  the  south -west - 

Ak  at  thi§  time  a  diviBJon,  whicli  had  shown  itself  in  part  on 
tiio  previoi)i»  day  comiog  from  tbe  direction  of  ChaDg-tan  and 
thtHiaiening  Shen-tao-pu — a  village  whose  tenure  was  of  vital 
intportance  to  the  Second  Army — was  atiU  a  dangerous  factor  in 
the  fieldj  the  1 6th  Brigade  was  ordered  to  remain  at  Ku-cheng-t^u 
wtlhin  eaay  reach  of  the  menaced  point 

The  diviaional  ttrtillery  moved  into  position  on  a  gandhUl 
HOQtli  of  Lao-chino,  the  Ru^ian  captured  battery,  with  greater 
iBOge^  coming  into  action  south-west  of  Ku-cheag*tzu,  and  all 
dtreetiiig  their  lire  on  Hei-kou-tai  and  the  guns  in  its  vicinity. 

l*1ie  cavali^  moved  to  the  line  from  San-ehien-pao  to 
Ta-tu  UiK 

4^  Brifffide, — Iieaving  Chin-chia*pu-tzu  at  11,40  a,m.,  the 
Hh  Brigade  mnrclied  in  fighting  formation  and  took  a  route 
which  would  liriog  it  to  a  point  between  Su-ma*pu  and  Tou-pao. 
Tbo  «ky  wa^  darkeneil  by  the  falling  »now,  which  deadened 
adiitid  and  ukkIc  the  view  obscure.  But  these  advantages  ware 
not  entirely  on  the  gide  of  the  J  apimese,  for  though  they  were 
enabled  to  approach  the  enemy  unporceived,  they  twice  lost  the 
way.  At  It-ngth.  however,  the  achanced  guard  of  the  brigade 
arrived  on  a  line  fr^m  Su-tna-put  to  Hon  Wu-(r!ua*tzii,  where 
it  Kuddenly  came  under  fire  of  musketry  from  the  left  front. 
Install tly  the  men  deployed  and  faced  the  fort- like  viilage  of 
Tbu-pao,  in  which  were  several  machine  guns,  whence  the  shots 
had  csome.  A  break  in  the  drifting  clouds  now  cau>ted  the 
mow  to  fall  If^EB  thickly  for  a  8hort  time,  and  it  w»s  seen  that 
the  enemy  not  only  held  Tou-pjio  but  tstretche*!  some  diatance  to 
the  south,  for  Major- General  Mishclienko^s  cavalry,  in  eonsidemble 
foiee  and  accompanied  by  guns,  had  crossed  the  ice-bound  Hun 
Iba  eirening  W^fore  near  Huang*la*9ha-tzuJ  and  was  now  heading 
for  NiU'Chu.  The  movement  on  that  place,  which  was  held  by  a 
hattalion  of  tbe  2nd  Reserve  Regiment,  was  a  direct  thrt^at  on 
tbe  Japanese  rear,  and  not  onJy  jeopardised  Lang-tung-kou  with 
its  depot  of  supplies,  but  went  far  towardj^  surrounding  the 
4ih  Brigade.  Hm  commander,  Major  General  Yoda,  forthwith 
seal  two  companies  of  the  31.^t  Regiment  into  Hon  Wu-chia-tzu, 
wbetioe  they  would  protect  the  arrival  of  the  remainder,  but 
finding  that  the  eneuiy's  infontr)*  south  of  Tou-pao  was  in  force 
^atid  an^iou'i  to  i^ieeure  his  left,  he  despatched  two  companiee  to 

'  ^  The  L/Sth  R.  WA6  At  Hriao-pet^bo  (5  milea  iouth-weex  of  theAoiith- 
ticci  ooratr  ef  Map  M)h  on  tbe  Hun  and  tbe  L/SUt  B.  lit  Sheu^iAti«pa+~» 
AH* 

t  Sit  Map  53*  When  the  ^nemj  saw  the  Japanese  adv^anotng  in  foroe 
li^  part  I J  foil  back  flrom  the  Sa-ma-pti-Lua-cliiao  hue.— AiHi 

:  Bm^  Map  50. 
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Cbien  Wu-chia-tzii.  The  position  of  the  4th  brigade  ^  shortly 
after  this  was  as  follows : — Forming  the  left  wing  along  the  Una 
Chien  Wu-chia-tzu  throurfi  Hou  Wu-chia-tzu  to  the  river  bed-r— 
which  was  held  by  the  Kossians — were  three  battalions  31st 
Regiment,  while  the  right  wing^  consisting  of  the  I.  and  IL/6th, 
was  stationed  to  the  Dorth-east  of  Su-ma-pu,  and  betweeti  the 
wings  stood  the  III./5th.* 

Reserve  Brigade. — Meanwhile  the  right  wing  of  the 
8th  Division,  deploying  west  of  Eu-cheng-tzu,  found  in  its 
front  a  hostile  body  of  infantry,  some  one  and  a  half  battalions, 
moving  eastward  from  Lao-chiao.  These  troops  were  quickly 
repulsed  and  the  river  line  secured.  The  brigade  now  took  the 
following  position :  the  I.  and  II./l7th  R.  north  of  the  Lao-chiao- 
Hei-kou-tai  road ;  the  II./31st  R.  with  the  II./5th  R.  prolonging 
to  the  left  south  of  that  road,  and  in  the  river  bed  some 
companies  in  reserve. 

At  this  time  thirty  Russian  guns  were  counted,  of  which  eight 
were  on  the  high  ground  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Hun,  eight 
north-east,  eight  east,  and  six  south-east  of  Hei-kou-tai.  In 
front  of  them,  holding  the  sand  hillocks  which  fringe  the  village 
OD  the  south  and  south-east  and  posted  some  five  hundred,  six 
hundred,  and  in  places  one  thousand  yards  before  the  guns^ 
was  the  Russian  infantry.  Against  it  the  right  wing  was 
ordered  to  advance,  and  emerging  from  the  river  bed,  deployed 
for  the  attack,  rushed  for  a  short  distance  to  the  front,  but 
meeting  with  a  heavy  rifle  fire  and  oblique  fire  from  artillery, 
it  was  forced  to  halt  The  extension  of  the  4th  Brigade  as 
far  as  Chien  Wu-chia-tzu  had  attenuated  the  front  of  the 
division  and  made  a  gap  of  nearly  a  mile  between  it  and 
the  left  of  the  reserve  brigade.  This  vacant  space  was  hidden 
by  the  falling  snow,  rendering  co-operation  difficult,  so  that 
the  Russians,  lying  behind  cover,  could  concentrate  their  fire 
from  many  points  on  the  Reserve  troops.  Matters  thus  remained 
at  a  standstill  until  about  5  p.m.,  when  the  right  flank  of 
the  I./ 17th  R.  was  threatened  by  the  advance  of  two  hostile 
battalions  coming  from  the  direction  of  Fei-tsai-ho-tzu.  Upon 
this  the  commander  of  the  brigade  ordered  up  a  portion  of  his 

*  The  G.O.C.  4th  Brigade  has  been  criticized  in  xnj  preseDoe  for 
extending  bo  mnch  to  the  west,  and  it  was  stated  that  he  ihonld  not 
haye  gone  father  west  than  the  west  of  Sa*ma-pii.  This  eritioitm 
was  probably  inspired,  and  it  was  the  first  time  that  I  haye  heard  one 
Japanese  officer  blame  another.  It  was  added  that  the  G.0.0.  would 
haye  done  better  if  he  had  kept  one  and  a  half  battalions  in  reserve  in  the 
riyer  bed  sonth  of  Sa-ma-pu  and  with  the  main  body  of  the  brigade 
deployed  nor^  of  that  village  and  the  Sn-ma-pa — Hei*koa-tai  road,  where 
he  woald  haye  suffered  litUe  from  fire  coming  from  Tou-pao.  It  will  be 
noted  farther  on  that  one  conseqaence  of  the  prolongation  of  the  4th  Brigade 
to  the  left  was  that  it  was  dfepriyed  of  assistance  fVom  the  diyisional 
artillery ;  on  the  other  hand,  it  might  be  argued  that  the  diflerence  in  ranse 
between  the  Japanese  and  Bussian  artillery  and  the  impossibility  of  the 
former  protecting  the  infantry  in  all  parts  of  the  field  affainat  asQperior 
number  of  guns^the  Bnseians  brought  up  60  during  the  £y — neoesaitated 
steps  being  taken  to  capture  Tou-pao  m  order  to  secure  the  left  fiank. — A.  H. 
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fitti^U   reserve,  and   by  its  afisistanc^  the  enemy *s  approach  was 
checked. 

IGM  Brigade. — ^Diiirmg  thk  time  the  16th  Brigade,  left  in 
rtmrve  at  Ku-cheng-tBii  with  the  view  of  covering  the  right  of 
Lieut -General  Tatsumi's  force  ivovn  the  menaces  of  a  Riiasian 
division  near  Cliang*tiin»  had  not  been  altogether  idle.  A  little 
after  nocm  the  enemy  apj>eared  iTinving  in  the  direction  of  Liu- 
tuio-koQ  atid  Tu-taij  with  the  probable  intention  of  pushing 
south  of  Shen-tao-pu  and  attacking  that  place  from  the  rear. 
Tht  artillery  there  lost  no  time  in  directing  a  fire  against  his 
fl«ik»  and  the  intruding  force— which  aiuounted  to  adi%'i9ion — 
laming  back,  retraced  its  steps  along  the  route  which  it  had  eorac. 
Bat  the  guns  in  Shen-tao-pu  were  not  entirely  responsible  for 
Ibe  retirement  uf  so  large  a  force.  Some  cavalry  scouts  of  the 
8lh  Diviaion^  watching  the  country  to  the  north- west  of  Ta-tai, 
Iui4  brought  a  report  that  the  enpiiiy  had  advanced  towards  the 
fonner  village  and  was  !*eudiug  a  force  againnt  the  right.  On 
thia  the  briga<lter,  taking  four  of  Ms  battaliouf^,  deployed  them 
Oft  ih©  north  side  of  Ta-tai  a  manoeuvre  whieli,  together  with 
th^  artJUery  fire  from  Shen-tan  pu,  led  to  the  retirement  of  the 
Itaamn  force.  No  pxchange  of  fire  took  place,  and  at  sunset 
IliA  four  battalions  of  the  16th  Brigade  covered  Ta-tai  from  the 
norlK  whence  they  were  within  eoay  reach  of  Shen-tan-pu  and 
at  the  a&mQ  time  giiariled  the  right  of  the  division  from  attack, 

^ih  Brigade. — While  these  movementa  of  the  16th  and 
Retire  Bri^adea  were  in  progre&<i,  mnttei's  with  the  4th  Brigade 
bad  anumecl  a  threatening  aspect.  The  RuBsiana,  who  in  the 
momiiig  had  brought  up  thirty  guns,  increased  that  number  as 
the  hours  went  by,  so  that  by  the  evening  they  had  in  action 
thirty  more.  These  they  had  placed  aa  follows; — ^West  of 
Hei-kou*Uki  eight  guns,  and  still  fui*tht^r  to  the  wei*t  four  more ; 
vftmi  of  1  ou-paij  BIX  guns  in  one  place  and  four  in  another  ; 
»buut  one  thousand  five  hundrod  yanl^  from  Chien  Wu-chin-ty^u 
eiffht  gaoa.  To  meet  the  hail  of  sheik  that  poured  iipon  it,  the 
4t^  Brigade  had  not  a  single  gun,  for  the  artillery  of  the  division, 
phkoed  south  of  Lao-eliiao^  was  too  far  off  to  give  aasjHtancd. 
Consequently  the  Rusdians,  whose  biLtteries  up  to  this  time  had 
Wo  well  bidden,  fiuding  that  they  could  advance  with  Bafety, 
iiiove<d  their  guna  forward  to  much  closer  range  and  fired  upon 
thainfan^       "  1  positionB.     To  add  to  the  emlmrraas- 

pent  of  '  J  ,  Major-Qeueral  Mishchenkoa  cavaliy, 

rhich  hung  upon  tta  Hank  all  day  and  had  succeeded  m 
itUng  the  Bmall  garrison  of  reserve  troops  in  >Jiu-chu,  gave 
ieaiioDB  of  an  advanco  on  H»iu-crh-pu,  an  operation  which, 
ff  carried  out,  would  place  the  ilbBtarrod  left  wing  in  still 
creator  peril  Opposed  to  tliat  wing  and  the  four  battalionis 
of  the  r^jNcrvi*  l>n^nvje — ten  battalions  in  al! — from  Niu^chu  to 
Bei-kou*tai  by   way  of  San*ckuaDg*Uu*   waa  a  force  of  two 


*  Xertk^eMi  com  or  of  Knp  &^« 
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divisions,  for  the  16th  Brigade  was  required  to  fill  the  gap  between 
the  8th  Division  and  the  Second  Army,  and  was  thus  not  free 
to  Bhare  in  the  unequal  struggle.  Its  energies  might  be  called 
upon  at  any  moment  to  oppose  the  movement  of  the  division 
coming  south  from  Chang-tan,  and,  as  events  proved,  what  was 
anticipated  in  that  respect  occurred.  The  threat  of  that  division 
induced  General  Oku  to  send  from  the  3rd  Division  to  Shen- 
tan-pu  two  battalions  of  the  33rd  Regiment,  a  battery  of 
artillery,  and  some  machine  guns,  and  at  12.40  p.m.  orders  were 
sent  to  Tang-chia-wan  directing  General  Oshima  to  despatch 
these  troops  forthwith.  The  garrison  of  the  village  about  to  be 
reinforced,  as  well  as  that  of  Li-ta-jen-tun,  had  been  subjected 
since  10.30  a.m.  to  a  heavy  cannonade,  to  which,  on  account  of 
their  small  force  of  artillery,  they  had  practically  to  submit 
in  silence.  The  guns,  forty  in  number,  which  had  been 
directed  against  them,  were  disposed  on  a  front  parallel  to, 
but  in  the  rear  of,  the  villages  of  Chin-shan-tai,  Huang-ti, 
and  Pei*tai-tzu,  which  were  held  by  a  brigade  of  infantry.  At 
4  p.m.,  after  several  hours'  bombardment,  this  brigade  deployed 
and  began  its  movement  against  Shen-tan-pu.  Pushing  on 
with  great  determination,  it  drove  tbe  small  garrison  from 
Hsiao-shu-tzu,*  and  thereby  gained  a  foothold  only  four 
hundred  yards  north-west  of  the  object  of  attack.  Thence  an 
assault  was  made  on  the  hamlet  lying  a  short  distance  south- 
west of  Shen-tan-pu,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  some 
straggling  house&  This  also  fell,  and  the  Russians,  encouraged 
by  the  small  success — a  rare  feature  in  any  of  their  attacks 
against  the  Japanese — sent  forward  two  companies  to  Pei-tai- 
tzu,  a  village  north-east  of  Shen-tan-pu  and  within  easy  rifle 
shot  of  it  The  situation  of  the  latter  village  was  becoming 
serious  for  the  two  battalions,  and  the  guns  sent  from  the  3rd 
Division  were  still  labouring  through  the  snow  on  their  nine  mile 
march,  and  it  seemed  doubtful  whether  they  would  arrive  in 
time  to  save  disaster.  Shen-tan-pu  is  a  large  village  with 
well-built  houses,  but  the  garrison,  like  that  of  Hei-kou-tai, 
was  mainly  cavalry,  too  weak  for  the  perimeter  held,  the  defences 
of  which  were  at  this  time  incomplete.  The  enemy,  too,  in 
possession  of  the  hamlet  to  the  south-west  and  Pei-tai-tzu  to 
the  north-east,  could  sweep  all  sides  of  it  with  fire,  thus  render- 
ing the  operation  of  throwing  in  reinforcements — and  more 
particularly  guns — both  difficult  and  hazardous.  Nevertheless, 
this  was  accomplished,  though  with  loss,  and  about  6.30  p.m., 
helped  by  the  darkness,  the  detachment  from  the  3rd  Division 
passed  through  the  seething  bariier  of  bui'sting  shells  and  fljdng 
bullets,  and  reached  the  welcome  shelter  of  its  battered  walls 
and  roofless  houses,  the  guns  taking  up  position  within  the 
village  itself .f     Great  was  the  relief  of  the  beleaguered  garri»on, 

*  Jast  north-west  of  Shen-tan-pn. 

t  The  infantry  was  dribbled  np,  while  the  guns,  kept  in  a  slightly 
hollow  road,  moved  in  as  opportanity  offsred. — A,  H. 
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ooinbmod  with  gratitude  to  General  Okut  when  so  aubetantial 
m  forrtr  arrived  to  rescue  them,  for  hope  of  help  had  almo&t 
been  alwmdoned^  an^  the  defenders— ordered  by  their  general 
to  figfai  **  to  the  laRt  man  " — had  steeled  themselves  to  obey  hie 
orderft  to  the  letter* 

From  Wan-chiH-yu&n-tzu  towards  the  north-east,  along  the 
front  of  the  divifuonu  of  the  Second  Army,  nothing  beyond  a 
delibciratie  cannonade  from  the  Russian  L^uns  occurred  ail  day. 
In  this  portion  of  the  field  only  the  vibration  caused  by  the 
stmg^k  an  the  !eft  wns  felt,  while  there  the  Russian»  had 
th(t>wn  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  how  aerions  was  their 
inoye  iicrosB  the  Hun«  Fully  graaping  the  situation,  Marslial 
OywmM  issued  orders  for  reinforcements  to  be  sent,  and  informed 
Lieut -(lenitnd  Tatsumi  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  morrow,  at 
Ut<-4$t.  he  should  liave  under  his  command  the  main  part  of  the 
.>th  I>i%i>4ion  with  its  guns.  The  latter  commander,  though  he 
found  himself  for  the  first  time  facing  the  Russians,  Ixad  alrt^ady 
weighed  the  merits  of  his  own  and  their  troops  in  the  balance, 
and  hmt  decided  that  witli  tht^e  brigades  intact  he  could  meet 
tliem  at  least  on  level  termsi,  provided  they  had  only  twice  that 
torc«!.  The  despatch  of  reinforcenieiits  to  the  right  would  free  the 
gftde  and  place  at  his  diiiposal  the  force  requisite  to  carry 
plan  of  attack  on  Hei-kou-tai  from  the  east  of  Su-ma-pu. 
This  liiul   l>een  his  original  intention^  and  for  thisi  reaaon  the 

m  were  posted  south  of   Lao-chiao,  but  the  extension  to  the 

of  the  4th  Brigade  had  robbed  of  troops  the  limits  iixed  for 
fte  attack,  and  consequently  that  sttack  had  failed  To  repair 
the  iniachief  done  and  till  the  gap  between  the  right  and  left  a 
centimi  column  was  required,  and  for  this  purpose  the  16th  Brigade 
fftUD  Ktt*cheng-tisii  and  Ta*tai*  would  l>e  employed  ne3tt  day* 

Mefttittn^e  the  5th  Di\'ision,  qviartered  id  the  eastern  pnrt  of 
Sbihdi*ho  and  in  the  villages  lying  ea&t  between  that  place  and 
the  hill  of  Hung-pao  Shan,  had  been  asBembling,  and  at  b  p.ra, 
itrgeiil  ortlerw  were  received  directing  it — le*§  the  head-<juarti"rM, 
9th  Brigibdc  and  the  lUh  Regiment— to  march  to  Lting-tung- 
kou*  At  midnight  tho  column,  with  Lieut. -General  Kigoshi  at 
ita  head,  left  Shihdi-ho  on  \\a  march  of  18  mites,  and  after 
following  for  a  while  the  main  road  south  towards  Liao*yaag» 
4truek  off  towanls  the  west.  The  ground  was  covered  wiw! 
Blow,  and  during  the  night  more  fell  at  intervals,  so  that  the 
footniArks  of  those  in  front  were  soon  obliterated,  and  no  track 
feuuuned  for  those  liehlnd.  From  time  to  time  the  moon,  then 
IB  her  third  quarter,  slione  dimly  forth,  lightiug  the  moving 
iiii»  of  men  and  horses  steailily  tramping  over  the  snow,  wiiich, 
mlimMd  by  the  moisture  in  the  air,  balled  upon  their  .^^hoes  aufi 
mtlcli  impoded  progress*  The  night  was  cold,  maile  more  so  by 
the  damp,  and  though  many  n^en,  exhausted  with  the  strain, 
ilrappe«l  behind,  unable  to  keep  tip*  the  advanced  guard  ent^Ted 
Laiig-tililg-kou  at  8  a.m.  on  the  27th^  whence  the  sound  of  guna 

•  Sotilb  hj  west  of  Sli«n*t«a<pQ. 
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in  front  was  plainly  heard.    The  garrison  of  that  place — ^line  of. 
communication  trobps — was  much  relieved  by  the  arrival  of  the 
5th  Division,  for  rumours  of  Major-Geueral  Mishchenko's  advance 
had  been  received,  and  an  attack  upon  the  feebly-guarded  store 
depot  was  momentarily  expected. 

During  the  night  heavy  fighting  bad  occurred  at  Shen-tan-pu, 
and  against  that  village  the  enemy  had  brought  up  nearly  a 
division  and  thirty  guns.  In  the  place  itself  were  the  horses  of 
the  cavalry  and  guns,  some  seven  to  eight  hundred  in  all,  and, 
as  it  was  impossible  to  provide  cover  for  so  large  a  number, 
many  were  killed  and  wounded,  while  others,  terrified  by  the 
bursting  shells,  broke  loose  and  added  to  the  confusion  by 
galloping  madly  to  the  rear.  The  battery  of  the  3rd  Division — 
less  one  gun  damaged  and  unfit  for  use — together  with  the  four 
horse  artillery  guns  had  fired  throughout  the  night,  but  when 
morning  came  the  commander  of  the  garrison,  who  kept  his 
post  though  wounded  in  the  head>  ordered  Hsiao-shu-tzu,*  as 
well  as  the  hamlet  to  the  south-west,  to  be  retaken.  By  a  bold 
dash  at  dawn  these  two  objects  were  secured,  and  the  hamlet . 
added  to  the  line  of  defence  of  Shen-tan-pu.  Hsiao-shu-tzu, 
where  the  Russians  left  several  prisoners  behind,  was  not, 
however,  permanently  occupied ;  but  after  collecting  the  wounded 
of  both  sides,  the  Japanese  withdrew,  while  the  enemy,  who 
had  fallen  back  a  short  distance  towards  the  north,  maintained 
a  heavy  cannonade  on  Shen-tan-pu  and  Chang-chuang-tzu. 

On  the  26th  the  smaller  villages  between  Li-ta-jen-tun  and 
Shen-tan-pu  had  not  been  subjected  to  so  tierce  a  bombardment 
as  had  the  larger,  and  no  assault  had  yet  been  made  upon  them ; 
but  on  the  27th  the  enemy,  who  had  spent  his  wrath  in  vain  on 
Shen-tan-pu,  devoted  his  attention  to  the  strong  points  on  the 
line  further  west,  and  while  increasing  his  force,f  kept  up  a  fire 
of  forty  guns  upon  them.  This  change  of  plan  being  reported  to 
General  Oku,  who  had  moved  his  head-quarters  at  8  a.m.  from 
Shih-li-ho  to  Yang-chia-wau,  he  despatched  a  battalion  of  the 
3rd  Division — one  from  the  18th  Regiment — to  San-tai-tzu, 
a  village  two  miles  and  a  half  south-west  of  Li-ta-jen-tun, 
whence  it  could  speedily  reinforce  a  threatened  point. 

th  Jan.  The  main  line  of  the  Second  Army,  west  of  the  railway,  was 

under  a  deliberate  fire  of  gims  all  day — no  unaccustomed  thing 
— and  less  anxiety  was  felt  than  on  the  26th,  for  the  defences 
were  strong,  while  to  the  westward  the  enemy  had  apparently 
developed  all  the  force  he  intended  to  bring  up,  and  the  neces- 
sary reinforcements  had  been  sent  in  time  to  render  his  attacks 
in  that  direction  abortive. 

In  front  of  Hei-kou-tai  afiairs  were  not  in  such  a  satisfactory 
condition,  for  the  enemy  had  increased  his  artillery,  and  by  the 
afternoon  had  ninety  guns  in  action.  As  soon  as  Lieut-Qeneral 
Tatsumi,  owing  to  the  approach   of  the   5th  Division,  could 

*  Just  north'West  of  Shen-tan-pu. 

t  On  27th  the  single  brigade  of  infantry  in  front  was  increased.^A.  H. 
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ty  wiihdraw  that  part  of  the  16th  Brigade  which  was 
d  north  of  Ta-tai,  he  directed  four  battalions— IL  and 
tll,jl7th  aud  L  ami  IL'32iid — to  he  itent  to  fill  the  gpaee 
between  the  IL/5Ui  R  nnd  the  4th  Brigade,  and  eoastitukd  it 
tolo  ft  eentrtU  column  with  its  h^ft  re^tinj^  on  Sn-ina-pu,  The 
rematning  batta1ian» — L/I7th  and  IIL,  32nd — were  retained  at 
Kti-ebetig't^n,  &a  the  enernya  cavalry  still  threatened  the  left 
and  rear,  and  until  the  5th  Division  assembled  a  reserve  was 
Deccoflaiy. 

Relween  9  and  10  a,ra,  a  Russian  c^ivAlry  brigade  from  the 
■Mtb  of  Hu^chirv-wo-peng  made  as  if  %fy  move  on  Kii^chong-tsra, 
and  a  oompany  ol  infantry  B'ith  the  six  captured  Ru;^iaii 
gaits  was  sent  to  endeavoar  to  repel  it,  but,  fortunately,  after 
advancing  for  some  distance,  the  force  halted  and  showed  no 
inellmiti^Hi  tj:^  c  une  on. 

On  the  right  of  the  8th  Divimon  the  reserve  brigade  attempted 
ftxMAaa  early  hour  to  advance,  but  conditions  were  unfavourabk, 
and  Usoui^h  «otne  progress  was  made  it  was  extremely  i^malh 
AgatT!  '  '     ^  ink  wn^  tfireatened  by  a  forceof  twobattaliona, 

bnt  t  ut  was  checked  bytlieLlith  R,  which  wa« 

turned  against  them. 

The    1 6th    Brigatle,   forming  the    central    column,   movod 
laa  fifom  Ku^cheiij^  tzu  towai'ds  its  appointed  place  in  the 
hing  H<  'deployed,  the  I.  and  IL/a2nd 

<  on  the  I  II.  mid"llL/17th.     There  liei tig 

no  resKjrve  with  these  battalions,  efich  r**gi mental  com m under 
kept  about  two  companies  in  the  river  bed  north^we^t  of 
Sit-ma-pu,  while  the  retnainiler  took  position  hehiod  a  three-foot 
lotnk  wtxtof  the  road  which  nkirU  the  fro/^en  river  on  that  aide* 
Her«  they  were  within  eight  hundred  yanlNof  the  Russian  infantrj* 
liolding  Ihe  aandhilk  at  their  front,  while  Kome  of  the  enemy 
wero  po<^ted  on  a  Handhill  even  nearer.  Gallant  attempts  wert* 
made  to  push  forward,  and  the  nearest  sandhill  wm  captnr^  by 
the  III  17th,  which  lost  ite  commander  an<l  many  men. 

Further  U>  the  left  the  i^ituation  of  the  4th  Brigade 
remained  nnchan^'eii,  Oa  one  side  it  still  heM  iSan-chien-pao, 
Cbien  and  Hon  Wii*chia  t2U,  w^hile  on  the  other  it:*  troops 
«tr«lehed  from  the  north  of  Su-ma  pu  westwanl  t^j  the  river 
bed.     Tli  M'm  ptirtion  of   that  frozen  feature  was  held 

by  tlie   K  wfio  tenaciously  elung  ti>  it,  inten'Uptin|f  finee 

tommnnication  between  the  right  and  left  and  causing  a  gap 
beiwctm  the  regiments  araoimting  to  nearly  one  thous.iiid  yimK 
thider  the  withering  tire  from  Tou-pao  and  the  incesiuint 
ihelli'  '  11  the  guns*  west  of  that  place  no  advance  wii« 
|K»8ii  all  thit  the  bri^^ade  c*nild  do  wa«  to  hold  on  to  tha 

P^itiiin  which  it  now  occupied. 

Thus  the  8th  Division-f-  —even  with  the  addition  of  four 
hatlalionfl  of  the  16th  Brigade— liad  not  materially  improved 

•  i?^»  almi  Mftp  52, 

t  Map  52  give*  the  oxact  •itaftiioa  of  th©  8lh  Diviiiois  ea  27tto  Jatiusfj. 
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its  position,  and  the  presence  of  the  5tb  Division  in  the  fiel<S 
bad  not  yet  had  an  appreciable  effect. 

To  that  division  Lieut.-Qeneral  Taisumi  had  sent  orders  to 
move  two  regiments  €Uid  five  batteries  to  Ta-tai,  from  which 
place  it  was  intended  to  attack  the  enemy  holding  the  line  from 
Liu-tiao-kou  to  Chao-to-tzu.  Some  pressure  exerted  in  that 
direction  might  have  the  effect  of  relieving  the  situation  before 
Hei-kou-tai,  while  at  the  same  time  threatening  to  cut  the 
enemy's  retreat  when  forced  eventually  to  re-cross  the  Hun. 

At  10.30  a.m.,  with  scarcely  any  time  for  rest  and  none  for 
cooking,  these  troops  marched  off  towards  the  appointed  plaee^ 
while  fifteen  minutes  earlier  the  21st  Regiment,  accompanied  by 
its  brigade  commander,  Major-Oeneral  Murayama,  and  one  moun- 
tain battery,  had  gone  in  a  south-westerly  direction  to  check  the 
cavalry  coming  on  towards  Hsiu-erh-pu  and  guard  the  left  wing 
of  the  army.  At  that  village  the  enemy,  after  taking  Niu-chu 
on  the  previous  night,  had  arrived  and  was  rapidly  working 
round  the  rear  of  the  8th  Division.  Hurrying  towards  the 
threatened  point,  the  21st  drove  back  the  enemy's  advanced 
troops,  and  by  nightfall  had  repulsed  the  main  body  consisting 
of  two  regiments  and  twelve  guns,  after  which  they  took  up- 
quarters  in  the  village  of  Wo-peng.  Here  they  were  still  too 
far  distant  to  be  of  service  to  the  4th  Brigade,  whose  difficulties 
were  upon  the  ascending  scale,  for  during  the  day  the  whole 
of  the  1st  Siberian  Army  Corps  had  come  up  and  the  SlsV 
Regiment  was  now  surrounded  on  three  sidea  The  Russians  in 
the  river  bed,  emboldened  by  the  perilous  position  of  the  troops 
with  whom  they  were  engaged,  moved  somewhat  south  and 
threatened  to  encircle  the  left  and  right  of  the  brigade.  From 
the  excellent  cover  which  this  spot  afforded  they  inflicted  heavy 
losses  on  both  wings,  and  most  of  the  officers  of  the  5th  Regiment 
north-west  of  Su-ma-pu  were  either  killed  or  wounded  At 
nightfall  the  three  battalions  of  the  right  wing  fell  back  within 
the  shelter  of  the  western  edge,  thus  losing  all  the  ground 
that  had  been  gained  towards  Tou-pao  and  severing  communi- 
cation with  the  31st  Regiment  with  which  was  the  brigade 
commander. 

Leaving  the  8th  Division,  whose  general  condition  wjis  worse 
than  on  the  26th,  and  opposite  whom  were  now  some  four 
divisions,  it  is  necessary  to  turn  to  the  main  body  of  the 
5th  Division,  which  had  reached  Ta-tai  and  was  preparing  to 
attack.  The  ground  over  which  it  must  advance  was  a  dead 
level  for  three  thousand  yards  and  singularly  bare,  while 
between  it  and  the  villages  against  which  it  was  to  move  the 
Russians  held  the  Hung  Ho  river  bed,  where  almost  nothing 
could  be  seen  of  them. 

Lieut-General  Kigoshi  ordered  the  left  wing,  consisting  of 
the  42nd  Regiment,  to  advance  along  the  line  from  Ta-tai 
towards  Wang-cbia-wo-peng  while  the  I./41st  as  right  wing 
was  directed  to  move  through  Hsiao-tien-tzu  on  Liu-tiao-kou 
and  the  II.  and  III/4lBt  were  kept  as  a  reser^^e  to  the  south  of 
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HifiAo-tictn-t^u.     Following  the  left  wing  eame  tlie  five  baiieiies  ^^H 

of   mountain  guiis,  and   as  soon  as  the  infantry  bad  cleared  ^^H 

Ta-tai    ihi^y  took  post  on  the  north  side  of  that  place.     While  ^^H 

the  ^lnjiloymeot  was  proceeding,  snow  fell,  obscuring  the  view,  ^^H 

and  the  troops  advanced^  unperceivedp  to  two  thou^^nd  yards  from  ^^H 

the*  RusHiana   No  sooner  had  they  reached  that  point  than  three  ^^H 

batterieH  in  position  near  Wan^-chia*wo-peng  opened  tire»  and  in  ^^H 

a  few  seconds  the  line  was  dehiged  with  a  shower  of  ah  ells*  ^^H 

Without  loeitig  a  moment,  the  mijimtfiin  guna  replied,  and  the  ^^H 

eommtuider  of  the  42nd,  who^^e  men,  oe  ordered i  had   lain  down  ^^H 

when  the  Busbian  guns  began  to  fire,  gave  the  order  to  advance  ^^H 

by  rapid  rashes.      Thus  the  wings  pressed  on,  coming  under  ^^H 

infantry  tire  at  one  thousand  two  hundred  yards,  and  reached  ^^H 

a  point  fn>ni  eight   hundred  to  nine   hundred   yards  from  the  ^^H 

Meanwhile,  at  3.30  p.m.  the  II./4l8t  had  been  despatched  ^^H 

help  the  right,  and  the  guns,   fcUawing  up  the  advancing  ^^H 

■Ine  for  twelve  hundred    yards,    came   into  action    again   at  ^^H 

lL45  p.nL     No  further  advance  was   made  that  afternoon,  and  ^^H 

bi  tpile  of  the  sleepless   night  on  tlie  26th,  the  troops  ^(»ent  five  ^^H 

■MMtfft  making  entrenchn tents,  a^  be^t  they  could,  in  the  iron-like  ^^H 

'       Aa  it  was  known  that  the  8th  Division  was  In  difficulties^  ^^H 

ami  realized  that  the  more  the  5th  preBned  the  more  the  situation  ^^H 

Lwould  improve,  Lieut -Oeneral  Rigoshi  ordered  up  the  lIL/41st,  ^^H 

Ilvhich  was  to  form   a  rewrve  fijr  the  right  wing,  and  ordered  ^^H 
Hie  attack  to  be  resumed  at  an  early  hour  next  day.  S 

No  counter-attack  of  importance   was  made  at  night  by  the  Viglit  or 
Rub^ianf4  on   the  5tii  Division,  but  a  portion  of  the  line  imme-  5^,.   na^^ 
kliatcly  U>  the  lf*ft  of  tlmt  held  by  the  Second  Army  and  part  of  January, 
"ttio  8th  IH vision  were  mude  the  objfjcts  of  determined  assault.  ^ 

In  the  front  held  by  the  Second  Army  between  Li-ta-jen-tun  ■ 

|and  Shen-tan*pn  are  sovei^l  smnll  villagc^^,  one  of  which,  called  ^^^| 

PTa-jia-tai,  hml  been  severely  shelled  throughout  the  27tlK    This  ^^H 

village,  which   i^  divided  into  two  part'H  by  an   iticonsidemble  ^^H 

i_8treiiin,  consists  of  a  few  housed,  in  places  enclosed  within  walls  ^^H 

mam  four  to  five  feet  high.     Its  defence  was  entrusted  to  a  ^^| 

l|arriaon  of  two  sections  of  cavalry  and  two  of  engineers  and  ^^H 

E  aeelion  of  the    1st  Company  9  th   Henriment,   a   force   quite  ^^H 

BntiloqQata  for  the  |>eri meter  of  the  {dace.   The  village,  toO}  is  not  ^^H 

pouipaet,  but  Btmggling,  and  some  houses^,  one  hundred  yards  ^^H 

Brom  the  northern  od^,  were  not  included  tn  the  defensive  line,  ^^H 

MJ^jrli  though  regatderl  as  verging  on  completion,  was  acarcely  ^^| 

WmStSMctofy.     Four  trenches  on  an  arc  from  north  to  weat^  with  ^^H 

Herand  them  a  narrow  strip  of  wire  entanglement,  covered  the  ^^H 

Pfiilai^  from  tx^yond  tiie  wtilla  ^^H 

I      About  4  p,m.  the  artillery  force  opposite  it  iuci*e»Bed,  and  ^^H 

bbout  5.20  p.m.  the  cannonade  re?ichod   its  height,  when  three  ^^H 

ImBpanies    of    infantry    appeared    on    the    southern    side    dt  ^^H 

Iluang^i   and  opened   tire.     Thereupon    the   defenders   of    iha  ^^H 

.  treiichfs^  unable  to  maintain  their  ground,  fell  back  l>ehind  tlie  ^^H 
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walls,  but  were  replaced  by  the  eng^eers,  who,  leaving  their 
work  within  the  village,  occupied  the  western  trench.  The  sun 
now  set,  and  as  the  enemy's  fire  began  to  slacken  it  was  thought 
that  he  had  drawn  his  men  off  from  the  attack.  A  company  of 
the  18th  llegiment  next  came  up  and  took  position  in  the 
trenches,  while  those  who  had  retired  at  first  re-occupied  their 
ground,  bpt  sent  the  engineer  section  within  the  walls. 

At  8.30  p.m.  the  Russians  re-appeared,  this  time  in 
greater  force,  and,  driving  the  defenders  from  the  trenches, 
suiTOunded  the  village  on  three  sides,  and  ''compassing  the 
walls  like  prowling  wolves,"  strove  to  gain  admittance.  Bttt 
the  Japanese,  using  the  loopholes,  thrust  at  them  with  sword 
and  bayonet,  which  weapons  were  at  times  grasped  by  thickly 
gloved  bands  outsida  A  small  party  of  the  most  daring  of  the 
assailants  at  length  climbed  the  walls,  but  to  a  man  they 
perished.  The  village  seemed  doomed,  for  the  Russians  were 
increasing,  when  an  officer  of  engineers,  hastily  preparing  hand- 
grenades,  himself  hurled  them  on  the  crowded  mass  outside. 
Joined  by  another  officer,  the  united  efforts  of  these  two 
had  such  effect  that  at  9.30  p.m.  the  enemy,  who  bad  lost 
about  one  hundred  killed,  fell  back,  pursued  by  the  infantry  of 
the  garrison,  whose  safety  was  shortly  afterwards  assured  by 
the  arrival  of  three  more  companies  of  the  18th  Regiment  from 
San-tai-tzu.  But  the  Russians*  were  not  to  be  diverted  from 
their  purpose,  and  at  a  later  hour  again  attempted,  unavailingly, 
to  storm  the  village.  The  line  in  the  vicinity  to  the  east  and 
west  of  Ya-pa-tai  had  likewise  been  exposed  to  assault,  but  no 
village  was  captured  by  the  Russians  that  night,  although  on 
the  extreme  left  of  the  8th  Division  one  was  yielded  up. 

Of  that  division,  half  of  the  4th  Brigade  in  Hou  Wu-chia-tzu 
was  dangerously  far  from  the  troops  situated  to  its  right,  and  if 
Su-ma-pu  were  captured  its  isolation  would  be  complete.  An 
opportunity  so  favourable  for  couoter-attcick  was  not  lost  sight 
of  by  the  Russians,  and  before  midnight  two  groups,  each  of  a 
regiment,  were  launched  against  the  western  border  of  the 
latter  village.  Within  it  was  the  left  wing  of  the  16th  Brigade 
and  three  battalions  of  the  4th,  portions  of  which  soon  found 
themselves  engaged  in  a  deadly  band-to-hand  struggle  with  the 
enemy.  Supports  were  hurried  forward  to  maintain  the  fight, 
and  at  length  the  Russians,  after  suffering  and  inflicting  heavy 
loss,  were  driven  back,  but  not  all,  for  several  hundreds, 
unknown  to  the  Japanese,  remained  behind  and  held  some 
outlying  houses  on  the  southern  side.f 

Meanwhile  the  enemy  facing  Hou  Wu-cbia-tzu  was  not 
quiescent,  and  the  situation  of  the  three  battalions  of  the 
4th  Brigade   was  growing  worse.     Cut  off  from  the  rest  of 

*  About  fonr  battalions  of  the  31  st  and  Gist  Dirisions  and  8th  Army 
Corps  attacked.  There  were  probably  only  Tolnnteers  of  the  battalions 
in  the  attack. — A.  H. 

t  The  greater  part  were  killed  next  day,  and  1,800  Bnssians  are  buried 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  village  as  well  as  several  hundred  Japanese.— A.  H. 
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the  division  since  the  26tb,  no  orders  had  been  received,  and 
CMTtridj^es  and  food  were  runninff  short.  Every  attempt  to  send 
ammunition  under  cover  of  night  had  been  frastrated,  for 
Cossacks  haunted  tiie  track  between  the  villages,  and  the  hcnraes 
carrying  it  were  always  killed.  At  last,  nine  carts,  each  drawn 
by  a  single  horse,  were  sent,  and  though  two  got  through,  the 
rest  were  ci^tured.  Emboldened  by  the  continued  isolation  of 
these  troops,  the  little  village  of  San-chien-pao  was  the  next 
object  of  attack*  Within  it  was  a  dressing  station  where  some 
4<K)  wounded  had  been  collected.  Conceiving  that  the  Red  Cross 
flag  might  prove  an  insufficient  protection,  the  sb'ghtly  wounded 
and  the  auxiliary  train,  backed  by  half  a  company  of  infantiy, 
manned  the  walls,  and,  under  a  major  who  happened  to  be 
there,*  strove  to  keep  the  place  inviolate.  The  cavalry,  however, 
forced  a  way  in,  and  the  defenders  took  to  the  houses,  but  no 
misadventure  befell  the  woimded,  for  the  assailants  rode  through 
the  street  and  disappeared.  This  incident  had  occurred  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  brigade  commander  in  Hou  Wu-chia-tzu, 
who,  deciding  that  to  remain  longer  there  was  but  to  court 
disaster,  withdrew  his  men  at  3  a.m. 

Although  the  distance  to  San-chien-pao  is  but  one  thousanci 
yards,  the  little  force  took  full  three  hours  to  cover  it,  for  the 
brigadier,  driven  to  retire,  did  so  with  great  deliberation,  first 
transporting  to  the  rear  the  wounded  and  the  dead. 

On  the  27th  the  crisis  of  the  battle  had  been  reached.  Every 
man  at  General  Qrippenberg's  dis|X)sal  had  been  brought  up,  and 
the  ntuation  was. such  that,  unless  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Russian  Army  in  Manchuria  chose  to  send  reinforcement 
and  that  speedily,  the  pendulum  would  shortly  swing  the  other 
way.  But  no  additional  troops  came  to  press  the  advantages 
already  gained.  On  his  part,  Marshal  Oyoma,  without  moving 
a  man  firom  the  front  line,  had  issued  orders  which  would  place 
at  Lieut-General  Tatsumi's  disposal  sufficient  men  and  guns  to 
turn  the  scale,  as  yet  unfavourable  to  the  Japanese. 

The  remaining  regiment  of  the  5th  Division — the  11th — and 
three  batteries  of  the  17th  Regiment — 2nd  Artillery  Brigade — 
the  whole  under  Major-General  Suizama,  reached  Lang-tung-kou 
on  the  evening  of  the  27th9  and  eight  battalions,  a  company  of 
engineers,  a  squadron  and  three  batteries  of  the  2nd  Division 
had  orders  to  assemble  there  on  the  morning  of  the  28th.  The 
latter  troops  formed  part  of  the  general  reserve,  and,  in 
anticipation  of  aggression  on  the  left,  replaced  the  8th  Division 
at  Lan-chif  on  the  25tb»  ready  to  move  westward  if  required. 

The  despatch  of  these  additional  troops,  in  support  of  those 
engaged,  was  due  to  the  anxiety  which  the  prolonged  and 
obstinate  nature  of  the  fighting  round  Uei-kou-tai  was  causing 
at  Manchurian  Army  Head-Qu£u*ters.     There  it  was  felt  that  if 

*  This  oi&oer  waa  on  duty  in  conneotion  with  the  arms  of  the 
wovnded-^A.  H. 

t  Hear  Ten-tai,  on  Map  48. 
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the  Russians  were  not  quickly  forced  across  the  Hun,  a  situation 
might  arise  which,  besides  endangering  the  safety  of  the  whole 
field  force,  might  greatly  hamper  future  plans.  Lieut  -Qeneral 
Tatsumi  was  therefore  ordered  to  press  the  enemy  on  the  28th, 
when  the  force  under  his  command  would  nearly  number  three 
divisions,  but  that  commander  had  already  recognized  that 
prompt  action  must  be  taken  and  had  given  orders  to  continue 
the  attack. 
Jan.  The  weather  still  remained  bitterly  cold,  and  though  the 

wind  had  to  some  extent  abated,  the  moisture  of  the  atmosphere 
had  increased. 

On  the  northern  border  of  the  battle  ground,  the  Russians 
opened  a  heavy  artillery  fire  against  Hsiao-tai-tzu,  Ya-pa-tai^ 
and  £bui-shan-tai,  but  their  infantry,  glutted  with  the  efforts  of 
the  night  before,  was  held  aloof. 

When  this  alteration  in  procedure  w&s  brought  to  Oeneral 
Oku's  notice,  the  inference  he  drew  was  that  the  Russians, 
having  failed  to  overcome  his  left,  were  now  moving  or  about  to 
move  troops  to  join  those  pressing  Lieut.-General  Tatsumi  near 
Hei-kou-taiy  a  course  which  might  gravely  imperil  the  already 
strained  situation  there.  He  therefore  issued  orders  at  11.20  a.m. 
that  the  artillery  of  the  Second  Army,  along  the  whole  front 
from  the  Mukden  turnpike  westward  as  far  as  Wan-chia-yuan-tzu 
(north-east  of  Li-ta-jen-tun)  should  open  fire.  This,  he  judged, 
would  have  the  effect  of  making  the  enemy  hesitate  before  trans- 
ferring force  from  a  part  of  his  line  possibly  about  to  be  attacked. 
To  strengthen  the  delusion  he  ordered  up  the  five  batteries  of  the 
13th  Artillery  Regiment* — then  in  reserve— directing  them  to 
open  fire  from  a  position  close  to  Han-shan-tai,  and,  further^ 
sent  the  3rd  Division,  at  Yang-chia-wan,  westward  six  miles  to 
Hsiao  Kuan-yin-kou. 

A  little  before  noon  the  gims  opened,  and  the  Russians — 
ever  ready  to  fire  upon  the  least  pretext — instantly  retorted. 
A  dose  watch  from  the  Japanese  observation  stations  was  being^ 
kept,  and  it  was  seen  that  the  enemy's  infantry  were  taken  by 
surprise.  Small  parties,  making  hastily  for  the  front  trenches, 
followed  by  supports,  were  plainly  visible,  and  the  number  and 
position  of  the  hostile  guns  were  noted.  In  the  vicinity  of  the 
railway  line  and  on  both  sides  of  it  eighty  guns  were  counted, 
and  west  of  them  as  far  as  Meng-ta-pu,  north  of  Li-ta-jen-tun — 
besides  howitzers — were  ninety  more. 

Between  1  and  2  p.m.  orders  were  given  to  stop  the  can- 
nonade, by  which  time  it  was  evident  that  no  reduction  in 
artillery  before  the  Second  Army  had  been  made.f  The  ruse 
had  been  successful,  and  to  strengthen  it,  just  before  sundown 
the  guns  reopened  fire,  and,  in  places  where  the  hostile  lines 

*  This  reffiment  of  the  let  Artillery  Brigade  had  one  battery  sapporting 
the  cavalry  nigmde.  — A  H. 

t  It  seems  reasonable  to  oonolude  that  General  Knropatldn,  in  refnnng 
to  help  General  Grippenbera  with  troops  from  General  KMilb«ra*a 
command,  was  influenced  by  General  Oku*a  action.— A.  H. 
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«{vpmacbed   each   other,  rifle   fire   was    brisk*     After   a   lirief 

^bombardment,  for  tbe  second  time,  the  order  came  to  cease,  but 

Biussian^,  now  thuroughly  dtsturbad  and  perhaps  fearing  an 

coti tinned  filing  heavily   till  9  p.tn,     From  that  hour 

^  cm  wards  through  the  night  they  6red  deliberately,  aod  mostly 
so  ffoin  the  neighbourhood  of  the  railway  line,  whence  star 

^  Abdls  were  occasionally  discharged. 

Daring  the  day  General  Oku^  perceiving  that  the  enemy's 

itnfaatr^r'  showed   some   restlessness   before    Li-ta-jen-tun,   had 

l^taken  two  battalions  of  the  I8th  Regiment  and  sent  them   to 
then  the   villages   of  Ta*taij*   Hstao-tai,  and   Tai-ping- 

^ebiiang. 

North-west  of  Ta-tait  on  the  line  of  Shen-tan-pii  and 
He]'kon*tai,  thf:  5th  Di\4sion,  starting  its  attack  at  an  early 
hour,  had  obstinately  advanced  towards  the  River  Hun,  and 
tliough  as  obstinately  opposed,  its  strenuous  efforts  proved  to 
\m  the  turning  jmni  in  the  hard-fought  battle.  The  right  wing, 
reinfyrcttd  by  the  IIL/4Ist,  was  enabled  to  extend  its  line  same 
diiilaiice  towards  the  right,  and  occupied  the  bed  of  the  river 
mnntng  weat  of  Li-chia«wo*peng.  Gaining  some  cover  there- 
trom,  they  made  their  preparations  for  the  &iat  rush,  and 
Liu*tim>kou  was  taken  at  half -past  nine.  The  left  wing, 
however,  directing  its  energies  against  Chao-to-tzu,  wa^  met  by 
the  fire  of  machine  guna,  and  so  open  was  the  ground  before  it 
that  the  advance  was  alow.     The  di\^ional  artilleryp  still  in 

» position  north  of  Ta-tai,  kept  up  a  heavy  Are  on  the  object 
<if  attack,  and  during  the  morning  three  Imtteriaa  of  the  ITth 
K^ment  coming  up,  joined  in  the  catmonade.  It  had  Im^d 
liMQtb^Geoeral  Taisumia  intcntiLin  that  these  three  batteriei^, 
whieli  had  acconipanied  the  IHh  Regiment  to  itii  place  of 
antmbl}*  the  night  before,  should  continue  with  it  on  the 
28tb,  but  by  i^otae  mintake  they  went  to  the  right  and  Joined 
lb«  main  btxly  of  the  5th  Division  north-west  of  Ta*tai4  The 
imitod  efforts  of  these  48  guns  at  length  prevailed,  and  at  3  p.ni, 
Chao-khtEu  fell,  and  a  portion  of  the  ai'tillerj*  waa  sent  to 
help  the  8th  Division. 

At  9  a.nL  the  centre  of  that  division  was  reinforced  at 
Su-mapu   by  the   11th    Regiment  from    Lang-tung-kou.      A& 

^  loon  as  it  came  up,  preparutions  to  resume  the  attack,  as  ordered 
on  ilie  previoQs  night,  were  made,  and  joining  the  firing  line 
of  the  loth  Brigade  the  line  advanced  against  the  enemy,  who 
was  fliill  in  occupation  of  a  sandhill  east  of  the  road  from 
Sii«nia*pu  tf>  lEei^kou-tai*  No  Houner  Imd  the  forward  rush 
bc^n  than  men  V>egan  to  fall  by  bullets  coming  from  tbe  i*^ju\ 
Tbe  line  halted,  and  two  companies  of  the  16th   Brigade  and 

*  Thii  Ta*tai  ft  about  S  raileg  east  by  north  of  Li-ta-jen-tiifi*— A.  E, 
t  lliJs  Ta-tai  li  Ihut  lonth  by  west  of  Shon-tft&-pii.^A.  H. 
}  The  order  rtgardicg  these    bfttteries  was  mu written  or  minraad* 
|]lii^  tdectgTAfni  m  the  Jftpanese  lAngufrge  are  bo  aliko  that  if  written 
I  JBiluiliiieUjmiitak<i«  mmy  c»ociu->     1  beli«?e  Lhiit  tblt  wtm  the  «s«ie  of  the 
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one  of  the  4ih  turned  round  and  faced'  the  village  whence  tb6 
unexpected  fire  had  come.  Some  of  the  Russians  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  houses  after  the  counter-attack  on  the  night 
before  had  made  their  way  up  to  the  front,  and,  risking  the 
storm  that  certainly  would  fall  upon  them  when  discovered, 
were  firing  heavily  into  the  backs  of  the  attacking  infantry. 
Finding  it  useless  to  reply,  the  Japanese  rushed  back,  and, 
forcing  a  way  within  the  walls,  engaged  them  with  the  bayonet 
A  blo^y  fight  ensued,  which  terminated  in  the  surrender  of  two 
hundred  Russians  after  three  hundred  others  had  been  killed. 
Having  secured  their  rear  from  further  interruption,  the  line 
advanced  again,  and  by  3  p.m.  had  gained  three  hundred  yards, 
and,  together  with  the  reserve  brigade  on  the  right,  occupied 
the  enemy's  first  line.  But  Hei-kou-tai,  some  distance  to  the 
north,  was  yet  uutaken,  and  though  several  attempts  against 
its  walls  were  made  by  night,  they  failed. 

The  position  of  the  4th  Brigade,  so  critical  for  many  hours, 
was  this  day  re-established  by  the  arrival  of  the  troops  sent  by 
Marshal  Oyama  from  Lan-chi.  The  2nd  Division  had  reached 
Lang-tung-kou  early  in  the  morning  and  was  resting  after  its 
march,  when,  at  11  a.m.,  an  order  came  directing  it  U>  join  the 
left  of  the  8th  Division. 

At  this  time  the  21st  Regiment  of  the  5th  Division,  which 
had  passed  the  night  in  the  little  village  of  Wo-peng  after 
holding  back  the  enemy  before  it,  was  moving  against  Hsiu- 
erh*pu,  which  it  occupied  at  3  p.m.  Beyond  tiiis  point  some 
troops,  consisting  of  a  regiment  of  infantry,  a  brigade  of  cavalry, 
twelve  horse  artillery  guns,*  and  four  madiine  guns,  held  the  line 
from  Pa-huang-ti  to  Hua-chia-wo-peng — a  force  too  powerful 
for  those  sent  against  it  to  cope  with.  The  21st  endeavoured 
to  advance,  but  lost  severely,  and  every  officer  of  the  single 
battery  with  it,  which  foufi^t  most  boldly,  was  killed,  'nie 
only  troops  available  to  give  assistance  were  those  of  the 
2nd  Division,  then  on  their  way  to  join  the  4th  Brigade,  and 
at  3  p.m.  their  advanced  guard  entered  San-chien-pao,  whence  it 
was  to  have  been  directed  on  Hou  Wu-chia-tzu.  But  to  attack 
the  latter  place  with  Pa-huang-ti  held  was  impossible.  Orders 
were  therefore  sent  by  Lieut.-General  Tatsumi  that  the  enemy 
to  the  south  must  first  be  driven  back,  and  the  three  batteries 
of  the  2nd  Division  took  position,  on  the  eastern  side  of 
San«chien-pao  and  fired  on  Pa-huang-ti,  while  the  infantry, 
joining  the  2lst  Regiment,  forced  the  enemy  from  the  latter 
place  and  halted  for  the  night  in  Ta-tu-tzu.  Hearing  of  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements  to  the  rear,  the  left  of  the  4th  Brigade, 
which  had  been  obliged  to  retire  from  Hou  Wu-chia-tzu  at  3  am., 
burned  to  attack  a^dn,  and  being  led  against  the  place,  retook 
and  occufHed  it.  r^ot  satisfied  with  this  exploit,  and  elated 
with  success,  they  went  beyond  the  village  under  cover  of  night 

•  Eight  guns  north  of  Pa-hoang-ti  and  four  Bonth  of  Ha-ln-pu  (not 
marked  on  map).— A.  H. 
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Iried  lo  lake  To«*pao,  but  meeting  tliere  superior  forces, 
"wtfe  driveti  liibcic 

Tl>e  whole  situation  was  now  chaoging  in  favour  of  the 
Jupaiieiie,  and  the  Ra^s'mns^  &t  eveiy  pointy  wei'e  being  more 
'in  Tnef^ly  cbecketJ.  Fresh  troops,  too,  were  coming  up,  for  at 
11  a.m,  MaTBhiil  Oyama  had  ordeiW  a  re.^rve  brigade  to  proceed 
to  Ta'tmig-Hliiin-pu — some  two  luilcs  south-west  of  Yiuig-chiii- 
wtU] — where  an  order  reached  thein  at  10  pjn.,  flirecting  them 
to  nuirch  without  delay  on  Ta*tai  ta  tlie  north,  which  place  i^as 
ivaehed  at  5  a.in.  next  day  (29th). 

The  continued  oecupation  of  Hei-lcou-taf.  despite  the  preasure 
exerted  by  the  5th  Division,  now  led  Marslml  Oyama  to  exhort 
' '  I  gallant  troops  to  niake  yet  one  more  effort  on  the  29th  to 

at  it  from  the  RussianfL 

The  night  of  the  28th-29th  piuised  in  comparative  quietnesSj  29th  Ji 
id   orvlera   for  an  attack  before  dawn  were  i^ued^  but   the 
amiiy,  wlioee   position  was   Ijecoming   untenable,  had  already 
led   to  withdraw.     The  pressure  of  the  5th  Divinion,  now 
far  from  his  line  of  retreat,  and  the  disquietude  caused 
by   the    Second    Army 'a    guns,   combined    to    make    General 
r  herg  ilecide  that  the  luoment  had  come  to  break  off  the 

fid  during  the  hours  of  darkness  he  b^igaii  withdrawing 
Hifl  troops  across  the  Hun,     Nothing  unusual  was  noticed  by 
"^Ihe  Japanese  outposts  beyond  the  fact  tliat  one  half-hearted 
Quunter -attack  was  made  by  some  two  battalions  about  5  a«m. 
At  fT  '     Sth  and  2ntl  Divisions  were  pre|iartng  to  attack, 

and  r wards  the  advance  l>egan,     HtLstiing  up  to  the 

ralb  of  ifei-kou-tai,  they  force4  an  entrance,  and  bayonet 
^hting  on  Uie  wecit  and  northern  Hides  took  place.  At  baif-past 
inc  the  enemy  wag  driven  forth,  and  the  village  that  for  three 
ays  liad  Imffled  every  effort  of  the  ijaimnasa  to  approach  was 
once  more  occupied  by  them.  The  troops  now  foUuwed  up,  the 
Htl.  Division  cn^sing  the  Hun  behind  the  village  and  hurrying 
hoiii  Tung  Yen-tai-tzu  to  Tu-tai-txu*  On  its  left  the  2nd  Division 
Daruhed  direct  to  Huang*la-8lm-tKii,  and  the  2l3t  Regiment 
'struck  the  river  further  south.  At  the  same  time  the  main 
Uxly  of  the  5tb  Division*  which,  in  co-operati<»n  with  the  reaerve 
brigade  from  Ta-tai,  ha*i  at  an  early  hour  driven  back  a  rear 
guani  and  occupied  Fei-taai-ho-tzu,  crossed  the  river  a  little  to 
Uic  north  of  the  latter  village,  and,  bearing  somewhat  to  its 
ri|^t,  arrived  in  front  of  Yueh-pu*tzu,  The  enemy  nicantime 
WIS  making  good  bis  retreat,  falling  back  through  Ssu-fangtai 
Pai-ytn*tki«  and  from  Chang- tan  on  Nieii-yu*pao,  To  follow 
witli  infantry  was  useless^  and  to  prolong  the  action  was 
>nlrary  to  the  wiehes  of  Marshal  Oyama,  and  migbt  lead  to 
irther  «erioUi*  fighting.  Lieu L* General  Tatsumi  therefore  issued 
orders  for  the  troops  to  titke  poeaesaion  of  the  following  line : — 

The  Sth  Divifiion  from  Liu-tiao-kou  through  Cbang-i-iao, 
Ya't£u*pao^  and  Ma-lan-ku  to  Fei-tiiaidio-tzu. 
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The  8th  Division  from  the  latter  village  through  Tung  Yen- 
tai-tzu  to  a  position  on  the  river  about  a  mile  west  of  that 
place. 

The  2nd  Division  continued  to  the  west  through  Huang-la- 
sba-tzUy  and  thence  to  Huang-chia-wo-peng,  beyond  which  the 
line  was  carried  by  the  2  let  Kegiment  to  Kuan-chia-wo-peng. 

In  front  of  the  Second  Army  the  enemy  seemed  to  be 
disheartened,  for  though  General  Oku  ordered  his  guns  to  open 
when  the  hskze  cleared  at  9  a.m.,  the  reply  came  with  much  less 
vigour  than  on  the  28th,  and,  after  a  brief  space,  both  sides 
ceased  the  vain  expenditure  of  ammunition. 

The  battle  everywhere  was  over,  and  each  side  could  count 
what  losses  had  befallen  it. 

Of  the  Japanese,  over  jiine  thousand  men  had  fallen,  but  the 
Russian  casuiJties  are  more  difficult  to  estimate,  though  from  the 
number  of  dead  buried,  and  from  prisoners'  statements,  it  is 
thought  that  the  total  number  falls  little  short  of  twenty 
thousand,  including  four  hundred  prisoners. 

Engaged  against  the  three  Japanese  divisions  were  the 
following  troops : — 

First  Siberian  Army  Corps. 
Part  of  the  Eighth  and  Tenth  Army  Corps. 
61st  Siberian  Reserve  Division. 
Two  or  three  European  rifle  brigades. 
Major-Qeneral  Mishchenko's   cavalry,   consisting  of  one 
division,  one  regiment  of  infantry,  and  twelve  guns. 

The  total  Russian  force  reached  nearly  seven  divisions,  or 
about  twice  the  strength  of  the  Japanese  engaged. 

The  battle,  with  the  exception  of  Nan  Shan,  had  been  the 
hardest  struggle  of  the  war,  for  the  enemy's  position  had  an 
absolutely  uninterrupted  field  of  fire  for  many  hundred  yards, 
and  his  artillery — especially  on  the  26th  and  27th — was  iu 
greater  force.  Rarely,  if  ever,  have  troops  fought  under  such 
terrible  conditions.  Not  only  were  the  days  and  nights  intensely 
cold,  but  the  biting  wind  generally  blew  straight  in  the  teeth  of 
the  Japanese,  and  the  ground  was  so  hard  frozen  that  to  make 
cover  was  impossible.  The  Russians  may  have  thought  that 
their  enemy,  coming  from  a  country  endowed  with  a  climate 
far  less  trying  than  their  own,  would  fail  to  bear  the  trials  of  a 
winter  fight,  but  here,  as  in  many  other  points,  they  erred. 
Apart  from  the  natural  hardiness  of  the  Japanese,  due  to  his 
simple  and  parsimonious  bringing  up,  his  training  in  time  of  peace 
had  included  marches  and  manoeuvres  under  conditions  which, 
though  not  as  arduous  as  those  prevailing  in  Manchuria,  were 
yet  severe  enough  to  add  to  his  endurance.  The  lessons,  too,  of 
the  winter  of  1894-6  had  not  been  lost,  and  though  the  burly 
Russian  soldier  may  be  more  at  home  in  frost  and  snow  than 
sun  and  rain,  his  sufferings  at  Hei-kou-tai  exceeded  those  of  his 
diminutive  foe. 
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Tlie  l>atile,  probably  the  direct  outcome  of  Miyor-GeTieml 
Mij^hcheriko's  r&iil,  had  cost  the  Ruu^iaoa  many  men  and  gained 
them  nothing*  The  trooi>s  had  come  too  slowly,  and  it  seems 
improbable  thai  they  moved  n,t  night  nn  much  as  did  the 
JftpnnesKt,  Dt^i^fiite  the  fact  that  little  secrecy  was  observed  as 
to  the  inten'led  operariiari^  yet  it  ciiine  m  a  surprise,  and  for  a 
tusM)  the  Japanese  left  was  in  imminent  peril.  However,  the 
impid  orders  of  their  chief  and  the  superiority  of  his  troops  soon 
reetCMreii  the  balance,  and  though  brave  men  fell  in  thoumndB  at 
Het-kou-tiii .  tfie  victor}^  far  from  being  a  barren  one,  was  the 
direct  eauBe  of  the  greater  one  that  shortly  followed. 
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Ofdw  of  BatUe. 
Sth  Division, — Lieui,*Oeneml  Tatsurni  commanding  : — 

41/t  Briffiide, — Major-General  Yoda  commanding.  L,  II , 
and  '11175th  Kegiment..  and  L,  11,  ami  IIL/3lst 
Regiment. 

I6th  firtg(£cle>— Major -General  Kamada  commanding*  I« 
IL  and  IIl./lTth  Regiment,  jmd  1,  11.  and  in732nd 
Regiment. 

8th  AriilUrt/  lieginimU. — Six  field  batteries  and  one 
battery  of  captured  Rua^ian  field  gnns  (six). 

8i/i  Cavalry  Ilegiment  and  Sth  Engine  Battalion, 

5th  Divisiotu — Lieut. ^General  Kigoahi  commanding: — 

^Ui  B^*igade, — Major- General    Suizama   cornmnnding.     T, 

II.  and  Iir/nth    Regiment,  and   I.,  II.  and  IIL/41st 

Regiment. 
t\»t    Hrigttilf. — Major- General    Murayama    commanding. 

I.,  IL  «nd  IlL/2Ist  Regiment,  and  L,  IL  and  III./'l2nd 

Regiment 
iA  A  Hiilery  lUffimenL — Six  mountain  batt6rie& 
&th  Oav^dry  IkgimBnt  and  5i/i  Engineer  Bidtalion. 

Slid  Division. — Eight  battalions  of  infantry,  three  batteries, 
one  nqnadron  of  eavaJry,  and  one  company  of  engineera. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  the  following  troopit  ■*— 

A  rmiervt  hrigade  with  the  Sih  Division  (but  not  belonging 
to  it)  composed  as  follows: — L  and  IL/lStb*  L  and 
U/I7th,  and  L  and  IL/31^  Regimen ta  (The  L/ 16th 
Regiment  wa»  not  present  in  the  action*) 
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A  second  reserve  brigade,  probably  of  four  battalions,  was 
bent  on  the  28  bh  January  to  join  the  5th  Division. 

Thnree  batteries  17^A  Artillery  Regiment  came  np  with 
the  11th  Regiment  on  the  28th  January. 

N.B. — No  troops  of  the  Second  Army  are  included  in  the 
above. 
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Casualties  at  the  Battle  of  Hei-kou-tai. 

The  casualties  are  always  very  difficult  to  obtain  accurately, 
but  it  is  believed  that  the  following  are  approximately  correct. 

The  total  number  of  casualties  in  the  whole  force  engaged 
from  the  25th  to  the  29th  January  1905  is  stated  by  the 
Japanese  to  be  as  follows  : — 

OflScers.  Other  ranks. 

Killed.    Wounded.         Killed.         Wonnded.  Total. 

"sT  il8  1^  6^3  8,720 

Add  for  Second  Army         -       400 

Grand  Total        -    9,120 

The  following  is  the  detail  by  divisions  so  far  as  can  be 
ascertained  :-^ 

0£Boer8.  Other  ranks. 

Killed.    Wounded.    Killed.    Wounded.  Missing.    Total. 


8th  Division  - 
5th  Division  - 

63 
9 

166        1.473       5,294 
41            135        l,046t 

Add  for  Second  Army 

Add  for  2nd  Division 

89* 

7,085 
1,231 

• 

8,316 
400 

8,716 
404 

9,120 

In  the  last  total  given  above  the  losses  of  the  2nd  Division 
have  been  conjectured.  The  division  was  not  heavily  engaged, 
and  its  losses  probably  make  up  the  difference  between  8,720 
and  8,316. 

*  Mostly  rejoined. — A.  H. 

t  Injuries  from  frost-bite  are  included  in  the  whole  of  the  figures 
given  aboTe,  and  would  seem  to  be  large  in  the  5th  Division. — A.  H. 
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the  8th  I>ivision  went  into  action  with  17  battaliona 
( tQcln<)es  the  five  bjittaJionH  of  the  reserve  hrigiMie  engaged), 
ftiKl  VL»  it  ha<i  no  troops  in  action —e^ecept  in  the  pursuit  after 
Ibdor-Genenil  Mishcbetiko — its  strength  was  probably  800 
mutiplied  by  17,  or  IHfiQO  infantry,  4:^3  crivulry/  1,280 
srttUfity,  atirl  470  engineers,  or  altogether  15,733  men.  Its 
lotiiiet  were,  therefore,  nearly  50  per  cent 

In  tho  above  ligures  no  allowance  haa  been  made  for  tlie 
•lira  battery  with  the  8tb  Diviaioiu 
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Ths  Attack  of  tJm  Bth  Bivision  on  the  27th  and 
iHtk  January  1905. 

Wi7Uf.~At  the  beginning  of  the  action— 3.000  yards 
enemy — th?  T./4!st  waa  deployed  as  right  wing,  and 
it  wm  followed  by  Uit*  U  /41st. 

At  first  two  companiea  were  in  front  line  and  two  in  rear 
of  the  fight  flank  in  echelon. 

The  front  line  companies  harl  each  two  eectiona  extended 
at  fi%'e  jvaces  int<*rval  for  the  firing  line,  and  one  section  each, 
100  ymrda  in  rear,  siniilarly  extended. 

Adminm  umder  Shell  Fire. — Without  receiving  any  epecifie 
ordor  the  men  lay  down  immediately  the  Russian^i  Kheiled  tiiom, 
and  dir^&etly  a  paus^  occurred  they  rushed  forward^  and  ^o  eauie 
to  X,2&0  yards  from  the  enemy,* 

Advatice  under  MiJU  Fvre^ — At  1,200  yards  distance  tho 
niy  opened  rifle  fire*  and  the  Hupporls  immediately  ru^lied 
ito  tiie  gaps  in  the  firing  Uiie^  whicJi  replied  and  went  forward 
by  rashes. 

By  rushea,  a  position  from  800  to  900  yards  from  the  enemy 
wm  riMiebod  The  firinjs  line  now  c<jnsiak*il  of  throe  companies 
of  L/41st  and  two  of  lL/41st  which  had  been  sent  up.  The 
latter  battalion  had  one  company  oh  battalion  reserve  imd  one 
b9  n^giinental  reser^^e.  The  latter  comimny  was  in  rear  of  the 
riglii.  The  two  eomp»nie.s  11./ 41st  came  up  with  small  loss, 
bomg  co%x>rod  by  the  lire  of  the  gnn^  north  of  Ta*tai* 

Situation  at  Night — For  five  hours  tlie  infimtry  dug  trenches. 
Xlie  work  was  difhcult,  hut  tbe  lurrowH  of  the  ktwliancf  helprd, 
tutl  ao  did  a  ChincMo  burial-ground  with  a  few  ujounds,  and 
iQme  aandbagn.  During  the  night  a  strong  oiitpust  line  waa 
pkeed  in  front  The  temfitation  &mung  the  men  to  deep  waa 
Yery*  great,  and  the  offieeiis  had  continually  to  go  lound  their 
OompftDJc^  waking  them   up  and  exhorting   them   to  try  and 

*  It  in  an  uQilerat^Hid  Ibing  whut  the  inr n  «ihi^!l  do* — A*  H« 
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keep  awake  on  account  of  the  great  cold.  The  men  were  made 
to  diangfe  their  leather  shoes  for  Chinese  straw  boots,  &c.  The 
right  wing  men  were  more  frost-bitten  than  the  left,  as  they 
were  disturbed  by  some  slight  counter-attacks  which  prevented 
them  from  protecting  themselves  so  well  from  the  cold.  Charcoal 
was  brought  up  to  the  trenches  and  tires  lighted,  which  were 
highly  appreciated. 

Communication  to  the  rear  was  kept  up  by  files. 

Left  WiTig.  —  The  first  deployment  consisted  of  the 
III.  and  II./42nd  Regiment.  The  L/42nd  was  in  echelon  on 
the  left  rear. 

The  first  line  deployed  as  follows : — Each  company  formed 
column  of  sections  (the  companies  were  probably  in  fours  up  to 
this  time).  Each  section  had  its  men  extended  at  four  paces  and 
was  150  yaixls  behind  the  one  in  front  of  it 

The  second  line  was  at  first  in  line  two  deep,  but  when  the 
enemy's  guns  opened  soon  after  leaving  Ta-tai,  the  men  extended 
to  four  paces  with  a  distance  between  companies  of  from  100  to 
150  yaids.  (I  think  the  companies  were  in  column  of  sections 
two  companies  abreast,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  clear 
translations  or  explanations  regarding  Japanese  formations  ) 

When  the  shell  fire  began,  rushes  of  60  to  80  yards  were 
made,  but  these  were  halved  when  rifle  fire  was  opened.  When 
1,200  yards  was  reached  the  supports  of  the  II.  and  IIL/42nd 
filled  the  gaps  in  the  first  line,  one  company  being  kept  as 
regimental  reserve.  Before  rifle  fire  began  scouts  had  been  sent 
forward  as  far  as  possible.  The  I./42nd — second  line — advanced 
in  line  of  company  sections,  100  to  150  yards  between  sections 
and  the  men  extended  at  one  to  two  paces. 

Matjmtain  Batteries. — ^The  artillery — five  batteries— came 
into  action  at  3,000  yards  range,  except  one  battery,  which  did 
not  fire  from  the  first  position,  there  not  being  time  for  it 
to  get  there  from  column  of  route  before  the  guns  advanced 
to  the  second  position.  Ah  the  infantry  advanced  and  left 
a  gap  between  themselves  and  the  gims,  a  second  position 
was  selected.  At  3.50  p.m.  battery  after  battery  advanced 
1,200  yards  to  that  position,  and  fire  was  reopened  at  4.45  p.m. 
at  a  range  of  1,800  yards.  The  left  batteries  (two)  moved  first, 
and  then  the  three  on  the  right. 

The  infantry  advance  was  greatly  helped  by  the  artillery 
fire  and  by  the  guns  coming  forward  in  support. 

The  two  batteries  on  the  left  advanced  in  column  of  route, 
both  moving  parallel  to  each  other.  The  three  on  the  riffht 
clianged  position  in  echelon,  the  guns  of  each  battery  movmg 
in  line.  The  guns  were  drawn  on  wheels  and  not  carried  on 
pack  transport.  The  ammunition  ponies  after  delivering  their 
ammunition,  as  well  as  the  gun  ponies,  went  back  to  Ta-tai  for 
cover.  The  casualties  in  the  five  batteries  on  this  date  were  all 
ranks  killed  and  wounded  49,  ponies  killed  and  wounded  25. 

The  Russians  on  this  day  used  both  direct  and  indirect  fire. 
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CiiKiiiiJiJes  by  shell  and  rifle  fire  during  the  ad^'auce  up   to 
800  or  900  yards  :— 

Killed  and  wounded    KDled  and  wonnded 
(Bj  ahetl  fire),  (By  ride  Ere}. 


Rkbt  wing 
Loft  wing  - 


3 

115 

118 


91 
369 

460     Total  578 


(Rifle  fire  incliides  machine-gun  fire,) 

CotDpartsoR  of  106863  during  rashes  and  when  halted : — 

Killed  and  wounded.        Killed  and  woandod. 

Right  wing  during  rushes     18     When  halted     76 
Lett  wing        ,,  „         128         „         „        366 


UC 


432  Total  578 


I 


Fn>in  tho  iiliove  lists  it  appeals  that  when  the  enemy  ia 
ellttig  un  open  ground,  to  hesitate  in  the  advance  causes 
imd  to  go  quickly  forward  to  decisive  range  is  the  bast 
"pMey.  It  18  apparent  that  the  Russian  shrapnel  fire  Is  nut 
ffreatly  Ui  lit^  feiired.  At  first  they  had  three  and  later  five 
wtt«ries,  and  eight  battalions  of  infantry, 

I  have  frequently  noticed  that  a  number  of  men  get  killed, 
flhol  in  the  head  lying  down — mare  especially  in  the  late 
omt&lionK^  when  cligging  was  !miK)^ible — showing  that  the 
ngfateat  cover  is  of  value, 

2S4k  Jammry, — On  the  28th  the  advance  was  c^intinued 
in  the  same  way,  ve.,  by  rushes,  hut  the  rather  mor«  open 
gfOtliid  oppOAite  the  left  wing  made  its  attack  diflicult, 
wlieretti  the  right  wing  got  some  cover  in  the  frozen  bed  of 
a  stoMin,  The  losses  in  the  right  wing  tliis  day  were  14B, 
aai]  io  the  left  wiog  161,  The  losses  are  extraordinarily 
imalJ  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Russians  had  a  clear 
fiald  of  fire  and  that  their  infantry  was  posted  in  the  bed  of  a 
stream  with  a  deail  level  in  front,  so  that  they  had  merely 
to  kvep  their  rifles  parallel  to  the  ground  and  scarcely  expose 
thfimMlves  to  view«  As  usual^  an  immense  numlter  of  empty 
sbc  ammunition  boxes — 300  itiunds  in  each  are  the  contents 
when  full — were  lying  about  when  1  visited  the  ground  on 
Hh  April»  showing  that  the  RuHeians  liad  fired  much. 
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(3)  The  Battle  of  Hei-kou-tai. 


Account  by  lieut-General  Sir  Ian  Hamilton. 
K.O.B.,  D.S.O.,  on  29th  January  1904. 

{8ee  Map  60.) 


CovtTvng  Letter. 


I  do  not  dignify  the  following  short  story  by  the  name 
of  report,  as  I  was  unaUe  before  I  left  to  collect  sufficient 
materials  for  making  a  serious  study  of  the  operations  centring 
about  Hei-kou-tai.  No  doubt  full  details  will  in  due  course  be 
furnished  by  the  British  officers,  with  the  Second  Army,  who 
were  better  placed  than  I  was  to  make  personal  observations.* 
But  although  the  foundaiioD  of  facts  I  have  been  able  to  gather 
together  does  not  justify  me  in  basing  anything  more  than  a 
very  slender  story  upon  it,  yet  such  as  it  is  I  think  it  worth 

fiving,  if  only  for  the  reason  that  it  emanates  from  Generals 
luroki  and  Fujii.  General  Fujii  gave  me  the  narrative  in 
the  presence  of  General  Kuroki,  who  sometimes  added  a 
remark. 

Ncurrative  fwmUhed  by  OeneraU  Kuroki  and  Fujii. 

Field- Marshal  Oyama  learnt  on  the  24th,  at  noon,  that  some 
unusual  movement  had  taken  place  at  Mukden  daring  the 
23rd  January.  His  spies  reported  that  the  tendency  of  the 
movement  was  to  the  south.  The  Commander-in-Chief  paid 
but  little  attention  to  these  reports,  as  other  information  had 
predisposed  him  against  believing  in  any  serious  imminent 
Russian  advance.  However,  sure  enough,  on  the  25th  the 
enemy  began  to  cross  the  Hun  River,  and  on  that  same  date  it 
was  ascertained  that  one  of  his  detachments  was  advancing 
southwards  from  Ten-tai-tzu,  whilst  another  was  crossing  lower 
down  and  beginning  to  appear  before  Hsiu-erh-pu. 

The  enemy's  force  engaged  in  the  operations  which  were 
about  to  begin  amounted  to  more  than  four  divisions,  namely, 
the  8th  Army  Corps,  a  part  of  the  6th  Siberian  Army  Corps, 
and  two  brigades  of  sharpshooters.  At  first  this  was  not  at 
all  realized  by  Manchurian  Army  Head-Quarters,  who  thought 
they  had  to  deal  with  a  much  smaller  force.  On  the  26th 
January,  Marshal  Oyama  ascertained  that  the  enemy  was 
approaching  Hei-kou-tai,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Hun  Ho, 
36  miles  south-west  of  Mukden,  and  that  another  column  was 

*  No  foreign  officers  were  present  at  the  battle  of  Hei-kou-tai. 
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advancing  on  Huang-chia-wo-peng,  nome  5  mile.^  gfcill  further 
9Olrth*vi0t  along  the  river.  Yet  another  columo  was  marching 
fhn^gh  Ckftng^tan,  5  miles  north-east  of  Hei-koa-tai,  on  the 
wmt  bank  af  th©  river.  Thus  there  were  in  all  three  columns 
on  the  move  about  our  extreme  left,  the  main  force  being 
djrect<-*4  upon  Hei-kou-tai.  In  addition  there  were  aeveral 
Bomtan  di^tachincntH  marching  due  south  and  making  for  the 
giEp  between  the  Japanese  left  wing  and  the  river,  which  was 
veiy  weakly  Iield.  At  tids  stage  it  began  to  be  realized  that 
nomething  serioue  was  in  the  wind,  and  the  idea  gained  ground 
that  tfafp  force  of  the  enemy  might  amount  to  as  much  as  two 
diviaions.  But  Manchurian  Army  Head-Quarters,  aa  well  as  we 
onrsalvas,  were  »oreiy  puzzled^  and  quite  unable  to  imagine 
wh<*th<*r  this?  movt^mtnt  was  merely  a  local  demonstration^  or 
attempt  to  gmin  a  local  advantage,  or  whether  it  was  the  pre- 
liminary to  a  genial  advance.  We  were  unanimous  in  our 
ooQvictif»n  tliut  if  General  Kuropatkin  meant  eerioua  buBinesH  he 
wouM  not  confine  hi^  attention  to  one  point  unly  ;  therefore, 
US  noihitig  happened  else  where,  we  asaumed  that  the  advance 
againat  our  left  could  not  In  the  meantime  possibly  develop  into 
a  serioua  attack.  But  we  made  preparations  to  meet  an  assault 
and  furii>tm  Imttle  along  our  whole  tine.  However,  even  twelve 
hotirs  aftrr  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Hun  Biver,  we  were 
entirety  unnble  to  detect  the  amalLc^t  sign  of  an  attadi  on  th# 
maiii  positions  held  by  our  army* 

Now»  an  news  began  to  come  in  of  an  apparently  fierions 
advance  to  the  east  of  tlie  Hun  Ho,  we  were  driven  to  ask 
oftnelveSi  ^^Il«  allber  all,  the  RuBstans  confine  themselves  to 
••  atladcing  our  extreme  left,  then  what  on  earth  can  be  their 
"  oltfect  I  "  Nothing  oouid  be  less  opportune,  it  seemed  to  us, 
from  tholr  point  of  view,  than  the  period  they  had  selected : 
•everal  wct'ks  hml  [massed  since  th©  fall  of  Port  Artlmr,  and  the 
icieiDy  must  have  understood  that  by  this  time  part  of  the 
beoegiog  Third  Army  had  arrived  at  the  front  If  Mishchenko's 
nid  iiad  done  no  other  gom),  Burely  it  had  enabled  him  to 
r^ort  at  least  tso  much  to  nis  commander-in-chief  ? 

Indeed^  it  is  not  neceisary  to  emphasis  the  obvious  by 
ioaijfting  that  a  grand  attack  by  the  Kussians  should  either 
have  oocnmni  whilst  Port  Arthur  was  holding  out,  or,  if  that 
VBs  impossilbe,  within  a  wt^ek  of  its  falL  Otherwise,  accoi'ding 
to  tbeoiryp  it  should  have  been  indetinitdly  postponed ;  neverthe- 
l«0a»  when  w«  came  to  look  back  upon  the  previous  political 
I  of  the  8ha  Ho,  it  seemed  conceivable,  nay,  even  pn>bable, 

.  ibis  was  go i tig  to  be  another  instance  of  Kuropatkin  being 
foreed  to  do  somctbing  merely  on  aceount  of  politic aJ  troubles 
in  Riuiiiii,  When  politics  intrude  upon  the  iMittle&eld  the  most 
inooooftvable  things  become  possible*  Therefore  we  made  up 
our  Mtnda  to  stand  prepared  to  fight  either  an  empty,  meaning- 
lcff|»  partial  action,  on  our  left,  or  a  great  general  action  ;  but 
we  b«gaii  DOW  to  think  the  former  most  likely. 
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Accordingly,  the  general  reserve,  the  8th  Division,  was  sent 
to  Hei-kou-tai.  It  was  only  recently  that  I  was  telling  you  of 
this  division  and  its  bad  fortune  in  seeing  no  fighting  yet.*  It 
comes  from  Sendai,  the  home  also  of  our  well-kuown  2nd  Divi- 
sion, and  I  think  yoii  will  find  when  we  get  details  tbey  have 
done  as  well  as  their  comrades,  perhaps  even  better.  They 
made  a  fine  beginning  anyway  by  mardiing  18  miles  in  this 
awful  weather.  The  5th  Division  from  the  Fourth  Army 
followed  them  and  then  our  own  2nd  Division.^  Last  of  all, 
two  reserve  brigades  were  despatched,  making  a  grand  total  of 
four  Japanese  divisions  of  infantry,  the  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade, 
and  three  field  batteries.  This  was  our  maximum.  We  know 
no  details  yet.  We  have  heard  only  that  whilst  the  8th  Division 
was  attacking  Hei-kou-tai,  a  detachment  of  Russians  advanced 
against  them  from  Hsiu-erh-pu,  which  is  four  miles  due  south  of 
Hei-kou-tai.  They  faced  in  two  directions  therefore  and  fought 
with  their  two  lines  forming  an  acute  angle.  Fortunately, 
before  this  had  gone  on  for  very  long,  the  2nd  Division  came 
up  and  attacked  the  enemy  from  the  south.  The  5th  Division 
attacked  the  enemy  at  Liu-tiao-kou,  three  miles  north-east  of 
Hei-kou-tai,  and  occupied  that  placa  The  enemy's  detachments 
coming  down  south  into  the  weakly  held  gap  between  our  left 
and  the  river  Hun,  attacked  the  Japanese  posts  which  were 
stationed  in  entrenchments  with  machine  guns  at  Shen-tan-pu 
and  Li-ta-jen-tuu,  which  are,  respectively,  about  5  and  9  miles 
due  east  of  Hei-kou-tai.  The  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  was  sent 
to  Hsiao-pei-ho^  where  the  Tai-tzu  and  the  Hun  Rivers  meet. 
They  had  been  withdrawn  some  little  time  previously  from 
the  extreme  right  of  the  army,  as  the  country  there  was  too 
mountainous  for  their  effective  use. 

The  first  success  scored  was  the  expulsion  of  the  Russians 
from  Liu-tiao-kou  by  the  5th  Division.  At  Hou  Wu-chia-tzu, 
2^  miles  south-west  from  Hei-kou-tai,  the  2nd  Division  obtained 
the  next  advantage  by  driving  out  the  enemy  after  some  heavy 
fightinfi^.  At  Shen-tan-pu  the  enemy  made  no  less  than  five 
determined  attacks  against  our  entrenchment  and  its  machine 
gun,  and  were  repulsed  each  time.  The  machine  gun  did  great 
execution,  and  we  have  heard,  but  this  is  not  yet  verified,  that 
there  were  a  thousand  dead  Russians  left  before  it.  At  Li-ta- 
jen-tun  the  enemy  could  make  no  headway  at  all  against  our 
guns,  and  was  beaten  back  each  time  directly  he  tried  to 
advance.  But  the  Russians  were  in  force  at  Hei-kou-tai  and 
stuck  it  out  well  there.  The  reason  they  held  on  so  stubbornly 
was,  no  doubt,  that  if  we  had  succeeded  in  capturing  this  place, 
then  all  the  Russians  to  the  south  of  it  must  have  been  cut  off 
from  their  line  of  retreat  The  8th  Division  made  some  fine 
attacks  upon  Hei-kou-tai,  but  were  each  time  repulsed  mainly 

.    *  The  8ih  Division  was  not  sent  to  the  theaire  of  war  until  October 
1904. 

t  Knroki's  army  was  formed  of  the  Guard,  2Qd  and  12th  Divisions. 

X  £ight  miles  soath-west  of  the  sen tb- west  ooriier  of  Map  50. 
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by  the  fire  of  tlie  Ras^ia^  uiathjEic  gunn,  Tlic*  8tU  Division 
lUlfleked  from  the  eafit  and,  as  I  have  explained  already,  had  to 
defSuid  themaalvefi  at  the  same  time  from  the  south.  Had  the 
memy  from  the  &outh  pushed  on  more  vigorously  and  faster, 
the  ^iiLuntion  of  th«  8th  Division  must  have  |>asse<l  irom  its 
Actaal  dangerous  j^t^te  ioto  one  which  could  only  be  characterised 
as  de«iperata  Fortunately  they  took  it  ea«y,  and  so  the  2iid 
Diviaion  had  time  to  cot  in.  Had  our  division  been  lea't  good 
llum  the  8th,  which  ii6  you  know  is  recruited  from  the  norfch- 
MBt  of  Jafian,  then  perhaps  things  would  not  have  ended  quite 
80  well  aa  they  did  actually*  Curiously  the  reserve  brigade 
with  the  Bill  Division  were  abo  men  from  the  north-east,  so  the 
RffisaJAPg  at  Hei-ki}U-tai  were  in  bad  luck.  Early  this  momijig 
the  eniBmy  were  found  to  have  evacuated  Hei*kou-tait  leaving 
cMily  a  rear  guard  of  skiraiishers,  and  so  we  have  now  occupied  it 
with  but  little  resistance.  It  the  enemy  had  made  a  demonatra* 
tioti  along  our  front  we  could  not  have  spared  bo  many  troops 
•i  we  did  to  meet  their  Uank  attack,  and  thu»  it  seems  to  me 
the  Rttsai&na  would  have  bad  a  much  better  chance. 

It  is  quite  true  that  I  had  assured  Marshal  Oyama  (Qeneral 
Koroki  b  speaking)  that  I  could  spare  the  2nd  DiviBion  what- 
€V«f  happened,  provided  we  stuck  to  our  own  lines  and  were 
nolcndenKl  to  nttuck  the  Kassian  lines.  Still  I  think  there 
might  have  bej^n  a  little  delay  in  despatcliing  them  had  the 
Russians  l^een  active  in  our  front,  nnd  it  is  pt^aible  even  that  I 
migbt  bave  relieved  them  of  a  Imttalion  or  two  Wfore  I  sent 
timi  off,  under  such  conditions. 

Once  more  I  mut^t  say  we  can  none  of  ua  imagine  why 
KuropAtkin  did  not  try  this  attack  lief  ore  the  arrival  of  the 
Tlitrd  Army  fnjm  Port  Arthur.  To  have  Isecn  quite  perfect 
for  ua  he  might  have  postponed  it  just  a  few  days  longer  ;  but 
after  all  we  eould  not  have  selected  a  much  better  date  ourselves, 
itid  we  had  twen  ready  enough  for  at  least  a  week,  whenever 
Uiey  choeo  to  come  on.  There  in  a  Japanese  proverb  which  sayH 
that  »o  Hoon  as  an  attack  in  made  upon  a  man  it  is  eesential  he 
filiouhl  attaek  in  turn  with  all  his  vigour,  even  if  he  is  miich  the 
woaker  jiersfm  of  the  two.  We  always  try  to  act  on  this 
proverb*  Some  have  spoken  as  if  the  battle  of  Hei-kou-tai 
was  a  Russiat^  reconnaissance  in  force,  but  it  ha^i  l>een  too  big 
mafi&ir  to  be  placed  in  that  eategorj%  Our  prisoners  tell  us 
lliat  Kuropatkin  ha'l  determined  to  wait  until  he  found  whether 
thiH  flanking  force  sent  against  our  left  could  maintain  itself  in 
its  Uir^Batining  position.  Had  it  been  alile  to  do  m*  he  would 
tben  have  come  down  in  great  force  on  the  left  of  our  army,  and 
Matnsl  iliat  weakly  hi. Id  section,  without  many  eatrenehments 
inileh  extended  ) between  our  left  and  the  Hun  River.  The 
9gmmy'n  main  force  is  still  encamped  opposite  our  left  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Hun  Ho. 

Wo  have  estimated  the  Russian  general  reserve  at  six  or 
■Bvao  dtviKton^,  m  Kuropntkin  must  ha\e  employed  tfieni  all  cm 
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this  attempt  against  our  left,  for  although  the  weight  of  the 
fighting  fell  on  the  four  Russian  divisions  I  have  ali^eady  given 
you,  there  were  at  least  two  divisions  backing  them  up.  At  the 
very  most  Europatkin  cannot  now  have  more  than  two  divisions 
in  rear  of  his  centre.  Our  gi*eat  object  must  now  be  to  keep 
the  Russian  force  distributed  as  at  present,  and  I  think  if  we 
leave  our  troops  there  the  Russians  will  also  keep  theirs  watching 
them.  The  more  Europatkin  shifts  his  troops  to  his  right  the 
more  favourable  will  the  situation  be  for  us  should  we  decide 
to  make  the  next  advance  by  Sai-ma-chi — Ping-tai-tzu  in  the 
direction  of  Ean-sho.  On  so  greatly  extended  a  line  it  takes 
a  long  time  for  either  side  to  bring  up  reserves  to  the  threatened 
points,  and  it  is  not  practically  possible  to  shift  troops  from  one 
flank  to  the  other  once  fighting  has  begun.  The  Japanese 
admire  the  Russians  because  they  fought  very  bravely  at 
Ilei-kou-tai  It  was  a  case  of  fresh  troops  on  either  side.  The 
new  reserves  fought  splendidly.  One  company  went  into  action 
210  strong  and  lost  all  its  officers  and  men  except  80»  and  these 
30  still  stood  their  ground.  This  company  was  destroyed  by 
Russian  machine  guns. 

Here  ends  the  story  as  told  by  the  Commander  of  the  First 
Army  and  the  Chief  of  the  Stafil 
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(4)  A  Japanoie  Cavalry  Raid  before  the  Battle  of 

MukdeB.* 
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Tlie  fnIlov%  ing  account  of  a  remarkable  raid  loade  by  the 
Japanese  cavalry  on  the  Ktis'^ian  Vmm  of  conjaiunication  ex- 
emplifiefi  thorougir  preparation  and  endurance  an  the  part  of  the 
foTfoer.  and  illnHtrates  the  inferiority  of  tlieir  enemy,  I  would 
to  point  out  that  u  raid  of  such  a  kind  fiy  a  anmll  body  can 
f  be  poiaible  under  certain  coaditions.  The  inhabitants  may 
considcfed  to  have  been  for  the  most  part  neutral  and 
iSsintcnsted*  Ttiis  frame  of  nund  in  the  average  Chinaman  is 
of  money  rendily  converted  into  one  of  cordiality 
sd  goodwill  The  nature  of  the  country  at  that  time  of  th» 
f^KT  was  moet  favourable,  for  the  going  waa  good  and  the  rivers 
obstacle.  I  think  this  raid  deserves  the  highest  praise.  One 
Elders  how  long  this  war  would  have  lasted  hail  the  rivalry 
Itioiui  been  reversed  at  its  outset,  itf.,  ha^l  the  Ja^kaneoe 
the  superior  numbers  and  the  Ituastan^  the  inferior» 
:ii8  raid  is  of  a  very  different  calibre  to  MiKhchenko*g,  when 
be  managed  to  n^ach  Ying-kon.  I  have  it  from  the  British  and 
iean  eousula  of  that  place  that  it  was  practically  without 
I,  although  it  contained  very  lar^e  stores.  Vet  Mishchenko 
ivad,  hesitated,  and  was  loet,  for  reififorcemente  had  time  to 
ftome  xxp, 

T\m  raid   by   the  Japane^^e    cavalry  was  determined    on 

owing  to   valuable    information    obtained    by  two   or   three 

"il    recxmnaisHances    made    by   officers*    patrols.     The^ 

ig  tli rough  the  eiioniyV   cavalry    lini^    were  aome   days 

riding  about  the  country  to  his  reiir.     I  regret  I  have  not  had 

I  an  opportunity  of  meeting  th*'9o  otBcers,  but  1  have  heard  from 

of  mme  incidenis  of  their  journeys.     From  these  it  is 

how,  when  dealing  with  an  eneiny  as  ignorant  aa   the 

lian  Coassek,  boldness  and  eHroutery,  nine  trmea  out  of  ten, 

ore  the  Ije^t  oourvas.     One  one  occasion  an  officer's  patrol,  after 


*  AoooQota  of  nthor  raids  will  bo  foucid  in  Beport  &  aad  ht  ibm 
I  of  BopoH  tJ0,  **  Jiipanoie  Cavalry.'* 
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reconnoitring  the  enemy's  line,  saw  that  the  best  plcuse  to  pass 
through  it  was  at  a  smaU  bridge  on  which  a  sentry  w&s  posted. 
Patting  up  the  collars  of  their  coats  to  hide  their  faces,  they 
rode  up  to  the  bridge  in  single  lile,  the  officer  leading.  On 
reaching  it,  they  dismounted  and  led  their  horses.  The  sentry, 
who  never  challenged  them,  came  forward,  and  taking  the 
officer's  horse,  led  it  across.  All  having  remounted  on  the  other 
side,  the  sentry  for  some  reasoa  or  other  had  his  suspicions 
aroused  and  would  jnot  let  go  the  officer's  reins.  The  latter 
at  once  shot  him  with  his  revolver,  and  the  patrol  galloped 
on.  They  eventually,  a  few  days  later,  regained  their  lines 
in  safety. 

The  expedition  was  organized  at  Hsiao-pei-ho — a  village 
west  of  Liao-yang  at  the  junction  of  the  Tai-tzu  and  the  Hun.* 

The  situation  of  the  opposing  armies  was  as  it  had  been 
all  the  winter,  but  about  the  middle  of  January  Mishchenko 
became  active  on  the  Japanese  left. 

The  troops  were  divided  into  two  bodies,  which  I  will  term 
A  and  B,  esAih  to  act  independently.  A  was  composed  of  two 
squadrons,  i.e,,  a  total  of  200  men  odd,  under  Lieut-Colonel 
Naganuraa,  and  it  started  a  week  before  B.  I  regret  that  I  was 
unable  to  obtain  an  account  of  the  operations  of  A,f  but  know 
that  it  succeeded  in  cutting  the  railway  west  of  Harbin,  and 
eventually  rejoined  the  Japanese  Armies  a  few  days  before  the 
end  of  the  battle  of  Mukden.  B  force  was  under  the  command 
of  Major  Hasegawa  (of  the  1st  Cavalry  Brigade) — an  officer 
specially  select^.  His  force  was  composed  of  104  non-com* 
missioned  officers  and  men  of  the  First  Cavalry  Brigade,  and  of 
the  3rd,  6th,  and  9th  Cavalry  Regiments.  The  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men  were  specially  selected  for  their  good  consti- 
tutions, as  well  as  other  qualities.  It  may  be  mentioned  here 
that  not  a  man  was  left  behind  owing  to  sickness  throughout 
the  journey.  The  horses  were  chosen — the  best  that  could  be 
obtained  from  the  regiments  concerned.  All  were  Government 
bred,  except  a  few  ridden  by  men  of  the  6th  Regiment 
(Eiushu  horses,  usually  not  the  best  in  Japan).  A  veterinary 
surgeon,  doctor,  Chinese  interpreter,  and  financial  officer  accom- 
panied the  force.  At  the  start  five  Chinese  carts  accompanied 
them,  lightly  loaded,  for  the  amount  they  carried  was  equal  to 
the  amount  that  would  be  ordinarily  carried  by  two  carts. 

For  some  days  before  they  started,  the  horses  were  given  the 
kind  of  food  they  were  likely  to  get  on  the  journey,  i.e.,  kaoliang 
seeds  and  stalks,  straw  and  bean  cake,  to  accustom  them  to  it 
Felt  boots  and  winter  overcoats  were  worn.  The  goatskin 
waistcoat  was  not  worn,  as  it  was  judged  too  conspicuous.  Other 
than  this  there  was  no  change  in  the  men's  clothing.     The  men 

*  No  junction  ii  shown  on  the  map  although  the  two  riyers  approaoh 
very  closely  at  this  point, 
t  See  Report  5,  page  66. 
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sifttiici  with  four  days'  rations  on  the  siiddla — two  of  rice  and 
Iw0  of  biscuit  No  forag©  for  the  horses  was  carried.  The 
finaaeial  officer  had  charge  of  10,000  ifen  (mor«  than  £1,000)  in 
army  iiot«B  aud  c^iah.  This  suni  was  at  the  disposal  of  Major 
Ha^l^Lwa  for  food,  forage*  making  good  ]Qm  of  horseflesh, 
briljery,  &^,  and  was  almost  exhausted  when  the  expedition 
GftOM  to  an  end.  Tlie  amnuht  of  am  tn  unit  ion  carried  was  not 
gtrmk  After  abandoning  the  Chinese  carts,  each  man  earned 
SOO  rattnrla  To  sum  up,  no  eart^  was  omitted  in  order  to  make 
lbs  littte  force  fit  and  suitable  for  thebusiness  in  hand 

Tim  country  north  of  Fa-ku-men  In  flat  and  sometimes 
alighily  undulating ;  villages  are  numeroiis.  As  soon  m  Mon- 
golia was  entered,  fuel^  forage,  food  and  water  became  scarce. 
The  villages,  which  contain  a  paatural  population,  are  few  and 
fiw  between.  They  rai^Iy  consist  of  more  than  ten  houses. 
There  is  no  farming  class,  so  crops  are  scarce.  The  hwiiiks  of  the 
1  •  tu  ng  are  well  populated.  It  was  the  practice  of  M  ajor  Haaegawa 
to  tnarch  his  nien  quietly  along  without  throwing  out  sc3uts  or 
flanking  parties  of  any  kind.  He  himself  rode  as  a  rule  a  little 
abend  of  the  S'ltiat Irons.  This  he  did  in  order  not  to  attiact 
aitimtion,  i./.,  to  cause  people  a  little  %ray  off  to  suppose  thnt 
hi*  men  were  merely  a  bo  ly  of  Russians  on  the  march.  His 
tnfomiation  he  got  entirety  fiom  the  Chinese*  No  Chinese 
bandits  accompanied  liitn.  Houses  being  scarce  at  times  during 
Uieir  journey;  they  oocafjionall^^  had  to  bivouac,  and  at  such 
tttnca  fu^l  was  invariably  difficult  to  obtain.  It  may  be 
imagined  how  the  men  suffered  from  cold  and  sleepless  nights, 
*'e  atmoat  invariably  chose  a  small  village  to  sleep  in,  in  prefer- 
ro  a  large  one,  becfiitse  the  latter  was  difhcult  to  guard. 
ifi  arrival  of  the  ^ouadron  at  a  village,  sentries  were  ni  once 
pat  round  it  and  no  Chinaman  ikllowed  to  leave  it.  Any  inhabit 
tant  of  a  neighbouring  village  ehtering  it  was  forced  to  remain 
mild  the  Japanese  left.  On  arriving  at  a  village  where  a  halt 
of  even  a  short  duration  was  intended,  information  was  asked  for 
md  men  under  promiBe  of  money  sent  out  to  watch  the  neigh- 
bourhood and  get  additional  infonnation.  The  going  was  never 
ImiYy  throughout  tlie  i-atd,  for  the  frost  was  not  yet  out  of  th»? 
ground.     Th*'  force  at  one  time  i;ot  within  40  miles  of  Harbin. 


On  the  15th  January  the  force  under  Major  Hasegawa  was  Ifth^u 
er|uipped  and  ready  to  sf-art 

Tlie  onlers  given  him  were  few  bat  explicit,  viz.  (1)  To  move 
on  Tk-wang  (north  west  of  Hsiwo-pei-ho,  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  liao  Ho)  and  iever  MiHhchenko^s  communications.  (2)  To 
nt  behind  the  ent<tiiy  s  line  atid  disturbing  bis  flanks  and  rear, 
wing  as  much  damage  as  pos^ibla^ 

Ta-wang  was  reached  on  the  IGth,  where  it  was  discovered  IBtk  S^ 
thai   Mi?^bcheako  htid  already  gone  nortli.     On  the  19th  they 


62  FIBST  JAPi^NESE  OAYALBT  BRIGADE. 

started  agaiD  after  hiring  five  local  Chinese  soldiers  as  guides. 
Moving  west  of  Hsin-min-tun  and  avoiding  villages,  marching 
sometimes  by  night  and  sometimes  by  day,  they  got  to  Shin- 
liu-tun  (12  miles  north-west  of  Chang-tu  Fu),  itf.,  100  miles  in 
six  days.  The  population  was  simple  and  well  disposed,  and,  as 
a  rule,  did  not  distinguish  them  from  Russians,  whose  scouts, 
even  when  they  met  them,  apparently  took  no  notice  of  them. 
At  this  place  the  weather  got  much  colder,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  buy  fur  and  Chinese  cap&  The  men  wore  the  Chinese  cap 
under  their  own,  and  the  khaki  hood  over  both.  They  also 
obtained  fur  wristlets  and  had  their  stirrups  covered  with  fur. 

27th  Jan.  ghin-liu-tun  was  left  on  27th  January,  with  the  intention  of 
getting  to  the  railway,  but  information  from  the  Chinese 
disclosed  that  the  enemy  had  posts  at  Feng-hua  and  Pa-men- 
cheng,  so   Major  Hasegawa  determined  to   move   westwards. 

Ist  Peb.  On  1st  February,  they  reached  Ha-ra-to-kai  (36  miles  north- 
west by  west  of  Shin-liu-tun).  Leaving  that  place  on  the 
same  date,  they  reached  Shou-lo-fu-tun  (50  miles  north-west  of 
Tei-ja-tun,  which  is  a  village  due  north  of  Shin-liu-tun).  Here 
they  learnt  from  the  natives  that  south  of  Chi-chi-ha-ru, 
and  on  the  road  between  that  place  and  Pei-tu-ne,  there  were 
700  or  800  Cossacks,  while  m  and  about  Pei-tu-ne  there 
were  about  1,000  of  the  enemy.  Added  to  this,  at  Nung-an 
(42  miles  north  of  Chang-chun  Fu)  there  were  300  or  400 
Cossacks  and  brigands.  So  the  line  of  the  railway  apparently 
was  fairly  well  guarded.  Meanwhile,  the  further  they  went 
north  the  more  pro-Russian  the  natives  became.  From  infor- 
mation received  it  seemed  that  there  were  fewer  of  the  enemy 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nung-an  than  elsewhere,  so  it  was 
determined  to  destroy  the  railway  not  far  from  that  place. 
Leaving  Shou-lo-fu-tun,  where  they  dismissed  their  Chinese 
carts,  on  the  13th,  they  passed  .  Nung-an  in  the  night  without 
discovery,  and  reached  the  neighbourhood  of  Han-chia-wan-tzu 
railway  station  (50  miles  north  of  Chang-chun  and  15  miles 

18th  Peb.  cast  of  Nung-an)  at  4  am.,  18th  February.  Dawn  being  near 
at  hand,  and  as  no  Russians  were  met  with,  they  pushed  on  to 
a  point  on  the  line  one  and  a  quarter  miles  north  of  the  station, 
where  they  blew  up  the  roadway  and  destroyed  the  telegraph 
wires  Jind  several  telegraph  poles.  While  this  was  being  done, 
part  of  the  force  approached  within  1,200  yards  of  the  station 
and  opened  fire  on  it.  At  5.30  a.m.  they  left,  and  going 
rapidly  north  for  six  miles,  arrived  at  Ohao-chia-hu-tun  (west 
of  the  railway)  as  it  was  getting  light.  Resting  here  until 
10  a.m.,  they  moved  north-west,  and  reached  Huan-hi-lin 
(village  on  the  left  bank  of  the  I-tung  River)  where  they  halted 
for  the  night.  While  halted  at  Chao-chia-hu-tun,  some  Cossack 
scouts  appeared  in  the  distance  following  them  from  the  railway, 
but  they  soon  withdrew.  At  Haan-hi-lin  they  discovered 
that  the  right  bank  of  the  I-tung  was  patrolled  by  the  enemy, 
whose  numbers  were  uncertain,  so  they  decided  on  going  north 
towards  Harbin. 
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On  SOth  February,  the  force  ciM3^t?il  the  Sungari  and  20th  Peli! 
©J  Ohia-Gheu*t5su  (a  few  mi  lei*  north  of  thtj  river  on  its 
right  bankX  where  the  report  they  hat]  reireived  of  the  RusJsiauB 
at  Pei-tu-ne  wa«  ci«rrubo rated.  In  addition  they  learnt  that 
there  Wf^rc  150  of  tbe  enetny  at  Sha-li-tien  railway  Btation  (east 
of  Chi&Hshen-tsa),  Au  attack  was  deeideil  on«  At  8  pjn., 
L  thenr*fi»re„  they  moved  off.  At  midnight  the  Ja{>anPBe  reached 
I  |L  hdl  minth*we@t  of  the  station  and  lialfced*  After  a  short  delay 
^Uto  men  were  eent  forward,  each  carrying  a  grenade,  to  creep 
^H|^  and  avoiding  the  sentries  explode  tht.in  in  the  buildings  or 
W  defenoe  works.  Each  gi'enade  waa  to  be  thrown  one  after  the  • 
■  other,  that  ia  to  eay,  Buocertsively,  in  order  to  cause  the  maxi- 
natun  of  conf uniod  and  disorder.  Meanwhile  the  remainder  of 
L  the  foroe  was  to  follow,  and  difimo  anting  at  a  suitable  spot  open 
%  a  hot  fire  on  tha  pkca  All  took  place  a&  arranged*  The 
K^Mniy  opened  fire  after  the  axploBlona  but  it  was  noticenMe 
"  fcow  few  did  so:  certainly  not  more  than  twenty ^  so  it  ia  sup- 
posad  the  remainder  ran  qH\     The  Japanese  opened  a  hot  tii^ 

I    in  return   at   400  yartl»,  and  about  2  a.nL,n8  the  enemy  had 
af»pariently  all  gone,  an  attempt  was  made  to  tire  the  hut^  and 
fttation.     Lin  fortunately   the  e^plt^Bives  ba^l  so  excited  Home  of 
the  horses  that  seventeen  broke  away,  and  headed  for  Chia* 
cban-iKU*     This  interfered  with   the  proceedings,  aa  the  horses 
hftd  lo  be  recaptnre<l  if  possible,  but  only  four  were  secured^ 
the  rest  crossing  the  Sungari,  and  making  oif  south.     The  day 
was  pa»ed  at  Chta^^hen-tzu,  where  Chinese  horaea  were  bought 
in  lieu  of  those  that  had  been  lost     Thia  contreie'inps  prevented 
the  Japaneae  from  blowing  up  the  line.     While  at  Chia-chen-tziK 
Chinese  who   were  sent  out  ascertained  that  there  had 
120  Rusaiana  at  the  station  prior  to  the  attack,  and  their 
'tifiO  amounted  to  17  killed  and  wounded.     The  Japaneae 
no  eastialtiea. 

The  Slat  waa  apent  at  Chia-chen-t^n,     On  the  morning  of  2ln%  Pe^ 
22nd  200  CosaackH  came  from  the  direction  of  Sha-li-tien, 
but  did  not  attack,  contenting  thems«,4ves  with  watclung  Chia- 
ehen^tzQ  from  a  hill  north -east  of  il     Freeh  information  from  ^M 

tha  Chinese  waa  to  the  effect  that  at  Chan-chun  lin  (25  miles  ^M 

aorth*«aat  of  Chia*chen-tzu)  tliere  was  a  mixed  force  of  the  ^M 

ttianiy»  ao  a  mora  eastward   move  w&h   out  of   the  question.  ^| 

Betirament  to  tlie  left  bank  of  the  Suogari  was  decided  on.  ^| 

The   200   Coaeticks  followed,  but   touch    waa  lost  before  the  m^ 

Japaneae  reached  the  river.  ^ 

Afttr  crusaing,  the  force  on  the  24th    reached   Tong^hua-  34th  Fel 
knai  (18  milea  north  of  Nung-an)  most  of  the  marehiog  being 

doEia  at  night.     Here  they  heaM  tbat  there  were  from  200  to  ^m 

300  Coeaaeka  at  Kao-chi-ten  (on  the  right  bank  of  the  l-tmi^).  ^M 

To  eni  the   railway  atiywtiei^  in   thi»  district  would  be  very  ^M 

dtffieali,  nty  they  pushed  on  to  Sliin-sliuan-Bhou  (25  miles  north-  ^M 

wmk  of  Uvm-U;  Huai  tfi  is  25  miles  west  of  Chang-chun  Fw),  H 

where  they  arrived  on  the  28th.     The  Chinese  magistrate  of  ^M 
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this  place  told  thein  that  Lieut-Colonel  Naganuma  (who  was 
on  his  way  back  after  destroying  the  railway  west  of  Harbin),* 
had  met,  ten  days  before,  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  a  few 
miles  to  the  east,  and  after  some  casualties  had  retired  south- 
west, also  that  the  colonel's  instructions  had  been  to  go  to 
Tei-ja-tun,  where  he  proposed  waiting  for  Major  Hasegawa. 
The  magistrate  also  said  there  were  considerable  bodies  of  the 
enemy  at  Nung-an  and  Huai-tS  who  patrolled  constantly  to  the 
south.  Major  Hasegawa,  on  receiving  this  information^  again 
dismissed  any  thought  of  cutting  the  railway,  and  leaving  Shin- 
it  Mar.  shuan-shou  on  1st  March,  arrived  on  the  3rd  at  Tei-ja-tun. 
Here  the  information  was  that  the  colonel  had  passed  through 
the  village  ten  dajs  before,  and  fought  with  the  enemy  west  of 
Liao*yang-ka-tou  (33  miles  south  of  Tei-ja-tun),  after  which 
he  had  moved  on  south.  This,  Major  Hasegawa  thought,  would 
be  an  opportunity  of  cutting  the  railway,  for  in  all  probability 
most  of  the  Cossacks  had  gone  south  in  pursuit  of  Colonel 
Naganuma.  He  chose  Ssu-ping-kai  railway  station  as  his 
objective,  but  as  first  move  he  left  Tei-ja-tun  and  went  to  a 
small  village  12  miles  south  of  it,  Tei-ja-tun  being  too  large 
th  Mar.  a  place  to  stop  in.  All  the  4th  he  remained  at  the  small 
village,  and  did  not  leave  it  until  the  night  6th-7th.  During 
this  stay  he  got  the  following  information  : — ^'  Bodies  of  the 
enemy  are  defending  a  line  from  Feng-hua  to  Fa-ku-men.  It  is 
a  strong  line,  and  at  the  latter  place  there  are  about  6,000  men. 
The  troops  at  the  former  place  have  some  guns.  There  are 
troops  also  along  the  railway  itself."  It  seems  the  Russians 
must  have  imagined  that  large  forces  of  the  Japanese  cavalry 
were  threatening  the  railway.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  a 
correspondent  on  the  Russian  side  writing  to  a  German  news- 
paper stated  that  just  before  the  battle  of  Mukden,  Europatkin 
sent  an  infantry  brigade  north  to  guard  the  railway,  owing  to 
the  Japanese  cavalry  raids.  During  the  night  6th-7th  the 
squadron  marched  18  miles  in  a  south-east  direction  to  Pa-chia- 
tzu.  On  the  way  the  natives  were  hostilely  inclined,  and  at 
first  refusing  to  provide  guides^  were  eventually  compelled  to  do 
so.  These  men  did  their  best  to  escape.  This  behaviour  on 
the  part  of  the  Chinese  led  Major  Hasegawa  to  think  that  the 
enemy's  force  must  be  near  at  hand,  and  strongs  so  on  the  ni^t 
7th-8th  he  went  back  to  the  small  village  he  had  occupied  oa 
the  4th,  5th  and  6th. 

th  Mar.  It  was  now  more  than  fifty  days  since  the  force  had  started 
with  four  days'  rations,  and  the  Chinese  food  was  telling  on 
men  and  animals.  The  former  were  thin  and  the  latter  weak. 
On  this  account  Hasegawa  divided  his  force  into  two  parties  of 
about  fifty  each,  one  of  strong  men  and  liorses,  and  one  of  weak 
men  and  horses.  Up  to  this  date  they  had  had  no  casualties. 
On   the   night  9th-10th   he   despatched   the  weaker  party  to 

*Tbe  railway  soath  of  Harbin  only  was  cut  by  thia  party,  see  Report  5, 
page  ^. 
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Shin-liti-itiiip  whero  they  were  to  await  him,  while  he  himself  lOtli 
with  th«  stronger  party  move  t  on  Ssu-piug  kai  station.  At 
10  fLm,  10th  March,  they  reached  Pao-H-pao  (north-efi**t  of 
Piuchia-^m)»  Here  they  were  i?urr«moded  ^iudLlenly  by  800 
Oogiaoka,  who,  keeping  at  a  fjiirly  safe  diBtancej  opened  fire, 
which  they  returned  from  the  village.  After  fighting  for  some 
tiiti«>,  a  force  of  the  enemy's  infantry  was  seen  in  the  distance 
a^lvancing  frnm  the  north-east.  Hasegawa  r^uickly  saw  that 
thera  wsm  nothing  to  be  done  tmt  make  a  bolt  for  it,  so  he 
brought  all  his  men  to  the  sotith  side  of  the  village  and  ordered 
them  to  fire  as  rapidly  as  poaaible  for  a  few  minutes,  to  clear 
tiw  way.  TheOp  jumping  on  their  lioraes,  the  Japanese  drew 
their  swords  arjtl  charged  out  of  the  village.  The  Cossacks  in 
ftoul^  %£,i  on  tlie  siHith  side^  ilnl  nut  care  to  meet  them,  bnt 
wome  of  the  Japanese  rode  at  those  whu  were  nearest,  and  if 
they  did  not  kiU  any,  wounded  a  few*  There  wns  no  time  to 
enqtiire.  The  party  then  gallof^ed  ofl*  to  the  south.  Four 
Ja^ianese  were  slightly  wounded^  hut  got  away*  Five  owing  to 
their  hnrs^  l>eing  weak  were  left  behind.  Their  fate  is 
unknown.  Tlie  enemy  never  Civme  on  boMly,  although  the 
whoh'  aflfair  lasted  forty  minutes  after  the  first  shot  was  firecL 
li  was  a  foriunate  thing  for  th<^  Japanese  that  the  two  parties 
"  separated  a  few  hours  liefora-  Ha^l  it  been  otherwise  their 
;ualtte^  wouM  have  lieen  great*  After  going  18  miles  in  a 
soiithcrly  direction  as  fast  as  they  could  without  utterly 
knocking  up  the  horses,  they  lost  sight  of  the  Cosj^acks,  and  at 
8  p.ro,  reached  a  village  6  miles  south  of  Liao-yang-ka-tou. 
Jast  before  reaching  it  they  caught  up  the  other  party.  Here 
the  force  halted  for  a  few  h^^tirs. 

It  was  cle:ir  to  Major  Hascgawa  that  any  further  attempts 
igUDSt  the  enemy's  line  of  communicfition  were  out  of  the 
qtiefltion.  He  had  done  a  j^jreat  tleal  by  drawing  off  the  enemy 
north.  Small  though  his  force  was  it  had  apparently  afforded 
ihtB  Russians  guarding  the  railway  some  anxiety*  After  a  few 
bcyim*  rest  he  started  for  Hnin-min-tun,  and  making  a  detour 
west  of  Fii*ku-men,  during  which  he  met  with  no  enemy,  he 
reaehed  Uie  Japanese  lines  on  the  1 6th  March,  just  oa  the  battl^  lath  : 
of  Mukden  was  being  concluded, 

Th©  Gfisualties  were  9  men  wounded  and  missing  ;  21  horses 
la«t.     Many  horses  were  lame  at  the  end  of  the  expedition, 
but  h&r^lly  one  was  not  as  sound  as  ever  after  treatment  and  a 
Moat  of  the  money  was  spent. 
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(5)  Japanese  Cavalry  Raid  against  the  Btissian 

Lines  of  Communication  in  January, 

February,  and  March  1905. 


Report  by  Lieut.-Colonel  A.  L.  Halbane,  D.S.O.,  General 
Staff.    Tokio,  3rd  October  1906. 


PlaUs. 

QeDeral  map          .            -            -  -    Map  64 

Destruction  of  Hsin-kai  Ho  bridge  -        ""Vln  text 

Attack  on  Chang-chia-pu      -        -  -J 


AppeTidix. 
Articles  carried  on  the  horse. 


Covering  Letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  an  account  of  a  raid  carried 
out  against  the  Russian  lines  of  communication  north  of  Mnkden 
in  the  early  months  of  1906,  by  a  party  of  Japanese  cavahry 
under  Lieut-Colonel  Naganuma,  commanding  the  8th  Cayaliy 
Regiment. 

I  would  point  out,  that  in  spite  of  the  destructive  work  of 
the  raid  having  invariably  been  undertaken  by  night  and  in 
pitch  darkness,  no  mishap  occurred,  a  fact  which  is  no  doubt 
due  to  the  precise  knowledge  previously  imparted  to  each 
officer  and  man  of  the  part  he  had  to  play.  That  no  rumour 
of  the  projected  movement  (so  far  as  is  known)  reached  the 
Russians  on  the  Sha  Ho — a  movement  which  must,  through  the 
nature  of  the  organization  of  the  force,  have  been  known  or 
suspected  by  several  thousand  officers  and  men — speaks  well 
for  the  reticence  of  the  Japanese  army. 

Some  of  the  names  on  the  maps  forwarded,  more  especially 
those  in  Mongolia,  are  probably  not  transliterated  into  correct 
Anglicized  Chinese,  but  the  maps  from  which  they  were  copied 
were  in  manuscript,  and  the  Chinese  characters  extremely 
difficult  to  decipher. 
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Shin-Iia-ian,  where  they  were  to  await  him,  while  he  himself  lOth  Xai 

with   the   stronger  party  moved   on  Ssu-pingkai  station.     At 

10   a.m,  10th   March,   they  reached    Pao-li-pao   (north-eiust  of 

Pa^ia-tza).     Here  they   were  surrounded   suddenly  by  300 

Cossacks,  who,  keeping  at  a  fairly  safe  distance,  opened  fire, 

which  they  returned  from  the  village.     After  fighting  for  some 

time,  a  force  of  the  enemy's  infantry  was  seen  in  the  distance 

advancing  from  the  north-east.     Hasegawa  quickly   saw  that 

there  was  nothing  to  be  done  but  make  a  bolt  for  it,  so  he 

brought  all  his  men  to  the  south  side  of  the  village  and  ordered 

them  to  fire  as  rapidly  as  possible  for  a  few  minutes,  to  clear 

the  way.     Then,  jumping  on  their  horses,  the  Japanese  drew 

their  swords  and  chai^d  out  of  the  village.     The  Cossacks  in 

front,  i^.,  on  the  south  side,  did  not  care  to  meet  them,  but 

some  of  the  Japanese  rode  at  those  who  were  nearest,  and  if 

they  did  not  kiU  any,  wounded  a  few.     There  was  no  time  to 

enquire.     The  party   then  galloped  off  to  the  south.      Four 

Japanese  were  slightly  wounded,  but  got  away.     Five  owing  to 

their  horses  being  weak    were    left    behind.      Their   fate   is 

unknown.     The  enemy  never  came   on  boldly,   although  the 

whole  affiEiir  lasted  forty  minutes  after  the  first  shot  was  fired. 

It  was  a  fortunate  thing  for  the  Japanese  that  the  two  parties 

had  separated  a  few  hours  before.     Had  it  been  otherwise  their 

caaoalties  would  have  been  great.     After  going  18  miles  in  a 

aoutherly  direction    as    fast    as    they  could   without   utterly 

knocking  up  the  horses,  they  lost  sight  of  the  Cossacks,  and  at 

8  p.m.  reached  a  village  6  miles  south   of  Liao-yang-ka-tou. 

Just  before  reaching  it  they  caught  up  the  other  party.     Here 

the  force  halted  for  a  few  hours. 

It  was  dear  to  Major  Hasegawa  that  any  further  attempts 
against  the  enemy's  line  of  communication  were  out  of  the 
qaeation.  He  had  done  a  great  deal  by  drawing  off  the  enemy 
north.  Small  though  his  force  was  it  had  apparently  afforded 
the  Roaaians  guarding  the  railway  some  anxiety.  After  a  few 
hoars'  rest  he  started  for  Hsin-min-tun,  and  making  a  detour 
weat  of  Fa-ku-men,  during  which  he  met  with  no  enemy,  he 
reached  the  Japanese  lines  on  the  16th  March,  just  as  the  battl^  leth  Mai 
of  Mukden  was  being  concluded. 

The  casualties  were  9  men  woimded  and  missing  ;  21  horses 
were  lost.  Many  horses  were  lame  at  the  end  of  the  expedition, 
but  hardly  one  was  not  as  sound  as  ever  after  treatment  and  a 
rest     Moat  of  the  money  was  spent. 
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larger  ones,  it  was  deemed  of  first  importance  to  keep  its 
numbers  within  certain  limits.  These  considerations  led  to  the 
following  organization : — 

Offijcer  in  Command. 

Ideut.-Colonel  Naganoma  (Commanding  8th  Cavalry  Begi- 
ment). 

Staff. 

Captain  Miyauchi,  8th  Cavalry  Regiment. 

2nd  Lieut.  Namata  „  „ 

Ist      „      Ounchi  „  „        (medical  officer). 

14  N.C.O.'s  and  men  and  a  few  interpreters. 

Total — \  officers,  14  N.C.O.'s  and  men,  and  interpreters. 

No.  1  Sqv/uhvn, 

Captain  Asano. 

No.  1  Beotion.  No.  2  Section.  No.  3  Section. 

1st  Lieut.  Sakuma.    2nd  Lieut.  Eotsutsumi.    2nd  Lieut.  Uchida. 
Total  4  officers,  73*  N.C.O.'s  and  men,  and  a  few  interpreters. 

No.  2  Squad/ron. 
Na  1  Section.  No.  2  Section.  No.  8  Section. 

Ist  Lieut  Oikawa.       2nd  Lieut.  Eurita.       2nd  Lieut.  Tamura. 

Total — 4  officers,  73*  N.C.O.'s  and  men,  and  a  few  interpreters. 

General  total — 12  officers,  160  N.C.O.'s  and  men,  and 
interpreters. 

Chinese  spies  (and  probably  Japanese  disguised  as  Chinese) 
accompanied  the  force. 

Supplies  for  men  and  horses  were  to  be  obtained  by  purchase 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  neither  carts  nor  pack 
animals  were  taken. 

The  officer  appointed  to  command  the  expedition  was  directed 
to  choose  his  own  staff,  and  the  remainder  of  the  force  was 
drawn  from  and  selected  by  the  officers  commanding  the  5th, 
8th,  ]  3th,  and  14th  Cavalry  Regiments,  the  latter  two  of  which 
formed  the  1st  Cavalry  Brigade. 

On  the  30th  December  Lieut.-Colonel  Naganuma  assembled 
the  whole  oF  the  officers  who  were  to  accompany  him,  and 
addressed  them  as  follows : — 

''  1.  I  have  had  the  honour  to  h^  appointed  to  command  the 
expedition  which  is  about  to  take  place,  and  that  you 
officers  have  been  chosen  to  form  part  thereof  reflects 

*  Inolndes  1  intendanoe  sergeant  for  sapply  dnties.-^A«H. 
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honoiiir  njnm  yon  ;  indeed,  in  my  opinion,  the  service 
in  which  we  are  ab^mt  to  be  engaged  oflfers  a  gi*oater 
opportunity  for  distinction  than  ainioat  any  other 
that  has  occurred  durinjif  the  present  campaign*  You 
offieatB  have  beoQ  picked  from  amongst  njany  others 
for  valour^  sagacity,  and  energy,  and  1  rely  a^jaolutely 
Upon  you  to  strain  every  narve  so  that  our  united 
efforts  may  bring  the  greatest  possible  benefit  to  the 
Japane^iD  army.  Beoollect  that  while  honour  is  to  be 
derived  from  reaponBibility,  respoosibility  involvet* 
hard  work,  and  again,  that  bard  work,  when  combined 
with  daring,  demands  that  the  body  be  physically 
strung*  I  desire,  there  fore,  at  the  pr^ent  time,  to 
impress  upon  you  ttie  necessity  of  keeping  in  view 
what  I  have  said,  and  the  great  responsibility  which. 
BH  officers  of  this  expedition,  you  mu^t  bear, 

.  There  will  be  no  admixture  of  men  and  horses  from 
difTeront  regimentw  iu  the  sections  of  which  each 
squiidron  is  composed,  but  each  section  will  be 
organ i^&ed  from  one  of  the  units  choaen  to  furnish  its 
qnotti*  In  selecting  men  and  horses  the  following 
pciints  will  be  kept  in  view : — (a)  Non-commia- 
sioned  officers  and  men.  These  must  be  posBesBod 
of  great  physical  strength  and  endurance.  Where 
men  combine  tha^^e  at  tributes  with  activity,  sagacity  ^ 
And  boldtjess,  they  will  be  taken,  but  physical 
strength  and  endurance  are  to  be  the  basin  of 
itiekctinn.  (b)  Horses,  It  is  prefei-abl©  that  men 
should  ride  their  own  horses,  but  those  that  are 
not  good  feeders,  and  will  not  eat  any  kind  of  forage, 
and  also  those  given  to  neighing  will  be  rejected. 
In  i^electing  horses,  preference  will  be  given  to  such 
an  are  small  compared  to  the  height  of  the  riders, 

.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  duration  of  the  expedition 
will  be  one  month,  but  it  is  possible  that  that  period 
may  be  exceeded, 
'Hie  equiirnieut,  &c,  to  be  taken,  and  amount  of  money 
to  be  carried  for  expenses,  are  shown  on  the  attached 
table."* 

Major-Qeneral  Akiyaiua  was   present  while   Lieut -Colonel 
7«fl«ilima  wa»  giving  the  above  instructions,  and  added  remarks 
to  the  following  effect : — 

'  In  the  performance  of  the  service  for  which  you  have  been 
aelcctcd  you  mnst  be  prepared  to  fai'e  dangen^  and  (submit 
to  hardships,  but  the  latter  can  be  ovcrconie  by  patience 
and  physical  endurance.  If  you  carry  out  your  duty, 
you  will  cut  the  enemy's  communications  and  cause  him 
greftt  inconvenience,  and,  even  if  you  should  (aih  the 


*  8m  Appendix,  p.  SI. 
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mere  fact  of  your  appearance  in  his  rear  will  prodnoe 

great  effect  and  lead  to  the  withdrawal  of  troops  from 

the  first  line  in  order  to  guard  against  you.     Let  eveiy 

officer  remember  that  on  this  occasion   the   cavalry  is 

about  to  assist  the  whole  army,  and  whether  you  succeed 

or  fail  you  go  forth  as  the  representatives  of  the  Cavalry 

of  Japan." 

kth  Jan.  By  the  4th  January  1905  the  raiding  party  was  organized 

and  had  assembled  at  Su-ma-pu  (B  6),*  and  from  that  date  to 

the  8th  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  engaged  in 

pistoJ,  and  the  men  in  carbine,  practice,  the  latter  being  instructed 

in  the  methods  of  cooking  the  various  kinds  of  millet  and  other 

grain  on  which  the  party  would  have  to  subsist  during  the  time 

of  its  absence  in  the  north.   The  horses,  too,  in  order  to  accustom 

them  in  some  degree  to  the  change  of  diet  which  would  shortly 

begin,  were  fed  on  forage  such  as  the  Chinese  are  in  the  habit 

of  giving  to  their  animals. 


Plan  of  March. 

As  both  officers  and  men  were  unacquainted  with  the  remon 
through  which  they  would  pass,  no  exact  plan  could  be  laid 
down  as  to  the  vilk^es  through  which  they  would  proceed,  and 
the  arrangements,  which  were  consequently  liable  to  alteration, 
were  generally  as  follows : — 

The  primary  object  was  to  arrive  at  Pa-la-tao-kai  (A  4),  but, 
as  to  reach  that  place  by  the  shortest  route  from  Su-ma-pu  (B  6) 
would  expose  the  party  to  almost  certain  discovery  by  the  Russian 
cavalry,  it  was  decided  that  the  Hun  should  be  crossed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hsiao-pei-ho  (B  6),  and  the  liao  at  Tien- 
chia-ta  (A  6).  From  the  latter  village  the  hill  of  Hsiao-pei 
Shan  (A  5)  would  be  gained  and  the  willow  pallisade  traversed 
in  the  environs  of  Hsin-Uu-tun  (A  5). 

After  reaching  Pa-la-tao-kai  (A  4),  it  was  proposed  to  move  to 
Chang-lin-tzu  (C  1),  but  ample  latitude  was  left  to  Lieut.-Colonel 
Naganuma  in  deciding  whether  that  place  or  some  other  in  its 
vicinity  should  be  m^^le  the  second  goal  of  his  party.  In  any 
case  it  was  determined  that  he  must  endeavour  to  arrive  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Chang-chun  Fu  (E  1),  on  the  southern  branch 
of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway,  44  miles  south  of  Harbin  and 
198  north  of  Mukden,  and  destroy  a  portion  of  the  line,  but 
should  this  be  found  to  be  impracticable,  the  military  stores 
collected  at  Chang-chun  Fu  were  to  be  burnt.  Either  of  these 
purposes  carried  out,  the  party  was  to  withdraw  and  interrupt 
the  traffic  between  Harbinf  and  Tsitsihar.*  It  had  originally 
been  proposed  that  the  bridge  over  the  To-man  Ho,t  near 
Yao-men,t  which  is  some  47  miles  north  of  Chang-chun  Fu, 


^  See  Map  54.  t  Theae  placet  are  not  shown  on  Plate  54. 
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ilKiiild  iidf  ve  as  the  object  of  attack,  but,  as  it  proved  to  be 
protected  by  a  csonsiderablo  guturd,  unothar  such  vultierable  point 
m^t^r  that  plitce  was  finally  selc^cted. 

Thf^  best  way  of  inflicting  a  maximum  of  damage  in  a 
imutn  of  time  to  the  bridge,  telegraph  wires,  rolling  stock, 
if  met  with,  and  storea  was  carefully  considered,  for»  as  rapid 
octtoti  wa^  an  essential  element  In  the  Bchema  of  the  raid,  it  waa 
undeairable  that  a  single  moment  >hoidd  be  1  »st  at  some  critical 
jimcture  through  ignoi'ance  or  indeci^iion.  But  a  problem  which 
Wfw  far  more  difficult  to  solve  satisfactorily  than  tlie  route  to  be 
followed  or  the  destruction  to  be  done,  lay  in  the  queation  of 
maintaining  a>mmunication  with  the  rear.  Tu  lea\e  ponts  for 
UiSfl  purposei  here  and  there  in  the  villages  along  the  line  of 
march,  would  not  only  reduce  the  numbers  of  the  small  force  to 
an  nndedrabte  degree,  but  might  possibly  disclose  the  trail  of 
th^  miders  and  make  their  eventual  retreat  far  from  secure. 
After  much  discussion  it  wns  decided  that  orderlies  aent  with 
nsiaaagee  mmi  make  their  way  to  the  nearest  friendly  troops, 
and  tiiat»  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  march,  they  should,  if 
pasJble,  rejoin  the  raiding  party,  bringing  with  them  as  much 
ainmiinitton  and  b3  large  a  quantity  ofexploBtves*  bm  they  could 
ea^ry,  Lrmtly,  it  was  resolved  that  sick  and  wounded  should 
bt  flemt  to  the  rear  by  Chine!?^  carts,  impressed  for  the  pur- 
pogo  when  required,  bat  that  if  distance  made  such  a  Hcheme 
UDpracticable,  they  should  he  carried  by  those  means  to  villages 
befond  the  radtas  of  Russian  visitations,  and  the  inhabitants 
Uimof  well*pajd  for  taking  care  of  them* 


Firsi  Period  of  MovetmnL 

9th  January  to  6th  Febniary, 

(Daring  tliis  period  the  force  hid  firom  the  enemy,  and  moved 
to  the  place  near  which  damage  to  the  railway  was  tf>  be 
effected.) 

On  Uie  9th  J&ntiary  Lieut-Colonel  Ni^numa  marched  his  dtb  Jan. 
ft^roB  without  incident  from  Su-ma-pn  (B  6)  to  Ma^chang  (B  6) 
1  few  miles  south  of  Usiao-pet-ho. 

On  the  lOth,  information  was  received  at  Tien-c!na-U  (A  6]  lOth  Jai 
■I  6  p.m.,  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy *s  cavalry  had  that  day 
ptmn  thu  Hun  and  come  into  eolliBton  with  the  .Tapaneae 
mounted  troop§,  for  the  Russians,  under  Major-Ueneral 
Misbehenko,  were  now  moving  south  towards  Ying-kou,  and, 
bad  Uie  Japan*?»i:"!  left  Sn*ma«pu  one  day  earlier,  they  would 
imvm  found  that  general  barring  their  pathway  to  the  west* 
At  7,80  p^in*,  an  olBcer'a  patrol  was  despatched  with  orderB  to 


^  AiBfUQnittoa  aad  wikfltTae  vwprmmaied  Hia  **  UIg  of  tha  n 
i  mach  «■  poBsihb  of  both  wnm  CMrnefL     Vid«  AppttsdiXi. — A.  11 


raid."  aod 
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get  in  touch  with  the  retreatmg  Japanese  cavaby  on  the  Hun,* 
and  bring  back  information  regarding  the  hostile  movement. 

ib.  Jan.  At  3  a.m.  on  the  11th  it  returned,  and  the  oflScer  reported 

that  the  cavalry  had  fallen  back  so  far  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  come  up  with  it,  but  that  some  infantry  whom  he  had 
met  stated  that  the  enemy's  mounted  troops  numbered  some 
10,000  men,  divided  into  three  parties,  of  which  two  were 
already  east  of  the  Hun  moving  in  a  southerly  direction,  before 
whose  rear  guard  the  Japanese  cavalry  had  been  forced  to  retire. 
Further  information  had  been  elicited  by  this  officer  from  some 
Chinese  to  the  effect  that  the  Russians  had  from  600  to  700 
carts  in  Cha-chia-erh  (A  7),  and  that  a  part  of  their  troops  was 
halted  in  a  village  west  of  that  place.  No  sooner  was  this 
report  delivered  than  Lieut. -Colonel  Naganuiiia  moved  his  force 
to  Chieh-chia-tzu  (A  (j),  first  sending  back  a  message  to  the 
nearest  cavalry  of  the  Second  Army,  in  which  he  repeated  the 
information  just  received  and  added  that  he  was  now  advancing 
on  Pa-chiaO'tai  (A  6).  To  escape  notice  as  far  as  possible  at 
this  time,  and  later,  side  tracks  only  were  followed  and  high- 
ways frequented  by  Chinese  carts  avoided,  while  villages  of 
inconsiderable  size  were  selected  for  quartering  the  troops. 

bh  Jan.  Leaving  Chieh-chia-tzu  in  the  morning,  the  advance   was 

resumed  towards  Hsiao-pei  Shan  (A  5).  and  on  the  way  thither, 
while  passing  Pei-kou — a  village  close  to  Shih-tai-tzu  (A  6) — 
some  Chinese  troopsf  opened  fire,  but  were  speedily  made  to 
retreat  without  loss  on  either  side.  The  night  of  thLs  date  was 
passed  at  Shih-tai-tzu. 

bh-iath         The  march  was  continued  at  9  a.m.,  the  Hsin-min-tun  railway 
E&-  being  crossed  and  Pa-la-tao-kai  (A  4)  reached  at  4  p.m.  on  the 

16th,  where  a  halt,  preparatory  to  the  further  advance  to  the 
north,  was  made  on  the  I7th  and  18th.  Rations  and  forage 
sufficient  to  feed  the  force  for  five  days  were  here  collected  and 
loaded  on  Chinese  carts,  for  it  was  known  that  the  villages 
further  on  were  poor  and  incapable  of  feeding  the  party,  and 
a  report  describing  what  had  occurred  since  the  last  was  made 
was  despatched  to  the  rear.  In  this  report  it  was  stated  that 
the  force  would  move  to  Hsin-chieh-chiao  (C/D  1),  where 
supplies  wei'e  reported  to  be  more  abundant  than  at  Chang-lin- 
tzu  (C  1),  whither  it  was  originally  intended  that  the  party 
should  have  gone. 

th  Jan.  On  the  19th  Ta-tang-ying-tzu  (A  4)  was  reached,  beyond 

which  village  is  a  great  plain.  Here  it  was  decided  to  leave  a 
small  communicating  post  in  charge  of  a  warrant  officer,  whoise 
duty,   besides   transmitting  reports  to  the  rear,  was  to   bom 

*  The  Ist  Oavalry  Begiment  was  guarding  the  Hon,  as  well  m  some 
line  of  oommunication  infantry.— A.  H. 

t  This  happened  frequently  daring  the  raid,  the  Chinese  or  Mongolian 
soldiers  bein^  on  the  look-out  for  bandits,  and  mistaking  the  Japanese 
in  their  khaki  greatcoats  for  these  disturbers  of  the  peace. — ^A.  H. 
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'l>ouglii  ID  the  village^  on  behalf  of  the  Eussmos,  by 
contraeioi^.  This  place,  like  many  oLliers  where 
«iipplte«  were  collecfced  for  General  Kuropatkins  army»  was 
imi^ljr  Tidied  by  his  troops,  aiid  tlius  the  poet  raa  httle  risk  of 
discovery  for  some  time  U}  come. 

On  the  20th  Ta-tftng-ymg-tzu  was  left,  and  marching  north-  20th  271 
wunk  daily,  Tii-lmang  (B  1)   was  reiiched  on  the  27th,  where  ^*^ 
the  villagers  stated  that  about  one  month  earlier  the  enemy  had 
oome  to  Tei-chia'tun  (B  2),  and  made  large  purchases  of  eows 
and  oxen,  and  that  noma  of  his  men  were  still  there  for  that 
piirpoi^e. 

On  the  28th  the  force  pixKseeded  to  Sha-tai  (B  1),  and  on  asth  Ji 
Ifiaving  it  a  few  rifle  nhota  were  heard,  A  patrol  was  at  once 
d^flpatehed  to  ascertain  if  they  came  tvom  a  hotitile  force,  and 
it  soon  reported  that  about  one  hundred  Mongolian  troops  were 
aitacldng  the  supply  carts^  which,  under  e^cott  of  2nd  Lieut. 
TamuiB'i  nection,  were  coming  on  behind.  Captain  Aaano's 
oquadron  waa  immediately  detached  to  assist,  but  found  that 
tm  carts  had  fallen  back,  and  that  the  escort  was  protecting 
ifaem  from  the  walls  of  Ho- lu- mo- to.*  In  a  brief  space,  and 
without  loss,  the  roacl  wai*  cleared,  jtnd  2nd  Lieut.  Kotsutaumi^s 
^ctiiin  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  n[>w  flying  Mimgols.  The  march 
wasi  then  continued,  and  Lieut*- Colonel  Nagiuiuma  proccixled 
with  Captain  Nakaya  a  squadron  to  Wu-tien-hua  (B  1),  while 
llie  oart»  and  the  remainder  of  the  force  halted  at  Hou-liu-ttin 
{BIX 

On  the  29th  the  force  pursued  its  way  to  Ua-la-mo-to  (B  1),  adth  Jai 
which  waa  found  to  be  situated  on  the  highway  from  Chi-chi-ha* 
ill  Tei-chia-tun  (B  2),  and,  as  this  was  considered  a  dangerous 
place  for  a  halt,  the  night  was  passed  at  Ta-la-ho  (B  I), 

On  the  30th  la-yuan-ehih  (C  1)  was  reached,  where  the  aoth  Jj 
force  remained  till  the  Cth  February.  Here  the  sick  were  0tli  Pel 
banded  over  to  the  car»i  of  the  inhabitants,  and  arrungernents 
were  made  regarding  the  equipnmnt  of  the  hoi-scs  in  the  coming 
daah  against  the  railway.  The  distribution  of  the  several 
parties,  into  winch  the  force  must  necessanly  be  divided  in  that 
opemtion,  was  &I*o  decided  upon,  and  the  men  were  practised 
in  laying  atid  firing  oj^plosiv^. 


Seeond  Period. 

7th  to  10th  February. 

(This  period  embraces  the  advance  to  the  railway  Une,  the 
destruction  of  a  bridge,  and  retreat  therefrom.) 

Oo  UiG  7th  February  Ta-yuanchih  (B-C  1)  was  left,  and  7tli  WH 
1bi<ltia*tsi]  (CI)  reached. 


•  ThU  pkoe  It  not  vn  Map  54,  it  ii  louth  of  Bba-tai  (B 1), 


74  FIBST  JAPANESE  CAVALRY  BRIQADB. 

ill  Feb.  On  the  9th  the  force  moved  to  La-la-tun  (D   1).     There 

spies,  who  had  been  sent  on  in  advance,  returned,  and  after 
hearing  their  report  the  final  arrangements  regarding  the 
destruction  of  the  railway  bridge  over  the  Hsin-kai  Ho  (E  2) 
were  made. 

Oih  Feb.  At  3  p.m.  on  the  10th  the  march  was  continued,  and  at 
9  p.m.  a  halt  was  called  for  the  night  at  Liu-chia-tun  (D  1). 
Next  day  would  be  the  anniversary  of  the  national  holiday 
commemorating  the  accession  of  the  first  of  the  long  line  of 
Emperors  that  had  ruled  Japan,  and  the  promulgation  of  the 
Constitution  of  1889,  and  it  was  felt  to  be  an  auspicious 
occasion  on  which  to  carry  out  the  dangerous  mission  of  the 
party :  to  celebrate  a  work  of  construction  by  one  of  destruction. 

Lib  Feb.  On  the  11th,  as  the  distance  to  be  covered  was  short 
Liu  chia-tun  was  not  left  until  a  little  after  midday,  and  by 
5  p.m.  the  force  was  assembled  at  Yang-chia-tun,*  a  village 
about  5  miles  west  of  the  railway  line.  Three  hours  later,  by 
the  light  of  the  moon,  a  move  was  again  made,  not  a  sound 
being  audible  beyond  the  ring  of  horses'  hoofs  on  the  hard- 
frozen  ground,  and  Yen-cbia-wo-peng,*  two  miles  nearer  the 
object  of  attack,  gained.  There  still  remained  to  be  covered 
5,000  yards  of  open  ground,  and,  as  it  was  known  that  the 
bridgef  was  guaraed  and  the  moon  would  not  set  till  midnight, 
some  hours  must  be  passed  before  the  time  for  action  would 
arrive.  The  men  were  therefore  ordered  to  dismount  and  tie 
their  horses  up  securely,  and  the  following  orders  were  given 
by  lieui-Colonel  Naganuma : — 

''1.  2nd   Lieut.   Numata  will   be  in  charge  of  the  horses, 
and  will  have  with    him    1  N.C.O.    and  4  men,  and 
8  N.C.0.*8  and  men  from  sections  (i.e,,  in  all  13  N.C.O.'s 
and  men).    The  medical  officer  will  make  the  necessary 
preparations  in  the  village. 
'*  2.  Captain  Miyauchi  is  appointed  to  command  the  demolition 
parties,  which  will  be  led  by  2nd  Lieut&  Eotsutsumi 
and  Eurita. 
"  3.  Captain  Asano's  squadron  will  form  the  covering  force 
on  the  right,  and  that  of  Captain  Nakaya  will  perform 
similar  service  on  the  left. 
"  4.  On  the  march  the  officer  commanding  the  force  will  be 
on  foot  (as  was  everyone)  in  front  of  the  covering 
force,  but  during  the  operation  he  will  remain  in  the 
centre  between  the  two  squadrons. 
"  5.  The  signal  to  retire  will  be  the  sound  of  the  loudest 

explosion. 
"  6.  The  line  of  retreat  will  be  along  the  river  bed  to  the 

village. 
"  7.  The  countersign  will  be ." 

*  This  place  is  not  marked  on  Map  54. 

t  The  bridge  in  question  is  undeniood  to  have  oonsiBted  of  two  iron 
girders,  each  girder  30  feet  long,  retting  on  a  central  granite  pier. — A^  H. 
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this  place  told  thein  that'Lieut.-C!olonel  Naganuma  (who  was 
on  his  way  back  after  destroying  the  railway  west  of  HArbin),* 
had  met,  ten  days  before,  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  a  few 
miles  to  the  east,  and  after  some  casualties  had  retired  south* 
west,  also  that  the  colonel's  instructions  had  been  to  go  to 
Tei-ja-tun,  where  he  proposed  waiting  for  Major  Hasegawa. 
The  magistrate  also  said  there  were  considerable  bodies  of  the 
enemy  at  Nung-an  and  Huai-te  who  patrolled  constantly  to  the 
south.  Major  Hasegawa,  on  receiving  this  information^  again 
dismissed  any  thought  of  cutting  the  railway,  and  leaving  Shin- 
it  Mar.  shuan-shou  on  1st  March,  arrived  on  the  3rd  at  Tei-ja-tun. 
Here  the  information  was  that  the  colonel  had  passed  through 
the  village  ten  days  before,  and  fought  with  the  enemy  west  of 
Liao*yang-ka-tou  (33  miles  south  of  Toi-ja-tun),  after  which 
he  had  moved  on  south.  This,  Major  Hasegawa  thought,  would 
be  an  opportunity  of  cutting  the  railway,  for  in  all  probability 
most  of  the  Cossacks  had  gone  south  in  pursuit  of  Colonel 
Naganuma.  He  chose  Ssu-ping-kai  railway  station  as  his 
objective,  but  as  first  move  he  left  Tei-ja-tun  and  went  to  a 
small  village  12  miles  south  of  it,  Tei-ja-tun  being  too  large 
th  Xar.  a  place  to  stop  in.  All  the  4th  he  remained  at  the  sm^l 
village,  and  did  not  leave  it  until  the  night  6th-7th.  During 
this  stay  he  got  the  following  information: — *' Bodies  of  the 
enemy  are  deluding  a  line  from  Feng-hua  to  Fa-ku-men.  It  is 
a  strong  line,  and  at  the  latter  place  there  are  about  6,000  men. 
The  troops  at  the  former  place  have  some  guns.  There  are 
troops  also  along  the  railway  itself."  It  seems  the  Russians 
must  have  imagined  that  large  forces  of  the  Japanese  cavalry 
were  threatening  the  railway.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  a 
correspondent  on  the  Russian  side  writing  to  a  German  news- 
paper stated  that  just  before  the  battle  of  Mukden,  Europatkin 
sent  an  infantry  brigade  north  to  guard  the  railway,  owmg  to 
the  Japanese  cavalry  raids.  During  the  night  6th-7ih.the 
squadron  marched  18  miles  in  a  south-east  direction  to  Pa-chia- 
tzu.  On  the  way  the  natives  were  hostilely  inclined,  and  at 
first  refusing  to  provide  guides,  were  eventually  compelled  to  do 
so.  These  men  did  their  best  to  escape.  This  behaviour  on 
the  part  of  the  Chinese  led  Major  Hasegawa  to  think  that  the 
enemy's  force  must  be  near  at  hand,  and  strong,  so  on  the  night 
7th-8th  he  went  back  to  the  small  village  he  had  occupied  on 
the  4th,  5th  and  6th. 

th  Xar.  It  was  now  more  than  fifty  days  since  the  force  had  started 
with  four  days'  rations,  and  the  Chinese  food  was  telling  on 
men  and  animals.  The  former  were  thin  and  the  latter  weak. 
On  this  account  Hasegawa  divided  his  force  into  two  parties  of 
about  fifty  each,  one  of  strong  men  and  horses,  and  one  of  weak 
men  and  horses.  Up  to  this  date  they  had  had  no  casualties. 
On   the   night  9th-lOth   he   despatched   the  weaker  party  to 

*  The  railway  soath  of  Harbin  only  was  cut  by  this  party,  see  Report  6, 
page  66. 
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■Ha -inn.  where  tbey  were  to  await  him»  while  he  liimself  lOtli 
with  the  stronger  party  movexi  on  Ssu-ping  kai  etatiou.  At 
10  anip  10th  March,  they  reached  Paa-li-pao  (Qorth-eabt  of 
f^iHsbiA-tzu).  Here  they  were  surrnunded  suddenly  by  300 
CcnsMks,  who,  kGepiug  at  a  twly  sale  dis^tance.  opened  fire, 
irbich  they  returned  fi*om  the  village.  After  fighting  for  some 
tim^  m  toroB  of  the  enemy's  infantry  was  seen  in  the  distance 
idvaneing  from  the  north-east  Hase^awa  quickly  saw  that 
tilers  wjis  nothing  to  be  tlone  but  make  a  Wit  for  it,  so  he 
braiiglit  all  hig  men  to  the  sotjth  side  of  the  village  and  ordered 
tfaeni  to  fire  as  rapidly  as  possible  for  a  few  minutes,  to  clear 
ibe  wmy.  Then,  jumping  on  thuir  horses,  the  Japanese  drew 
thtir  awonis  arir!  charged  out  of  tbe  village.  The  Cossacks  in 
frotiC^  iit.f  on  tho  south  side,  did  not  care  to  meet  them,  but 
momB  of  the  Japanese  rode  at  those  who  were  nearest,  and  if 
tbey  did  not  kill  any,  wounded  a  few.  There  was  no  tune  to 
enqaire.  The  party  then  gaUopeii  utf  to  the  south.  Four 
J«pft]ie»e  were  slightly  wounded,  but  got  away.  Five  awing  to 
lht*ir  hoiM6  being  weak  were  left  behind,  Tlieir  fate  is 
unknown.  The  enemy  never  cam©  on  boldly ,  although  the 
whole  aflSiir  IsRted  forty  minutes  after  tlie  first  shot  was  filled. 
It  wail  a  fortunato  thing  foi'  ttie  Japanese  that  the  two  partieR 
liiwl  i*t>parated  a  few  hours  before.  Hail  it  been  otherwise  theii* 
would  have  been  great  After  going  18  miles  in  a 
direction  as  fast  as  they  could  without  utterly 
up  the  horses,  they  lost  sight  of  the  Cossacks,  and  at 
B  pact  reached  a  village  6  miles  soutli  of  Liao-yang*ka-ton, 
Jml  before  reaching  it  they  caught  up  the  other  party.  Here 
the  fore©  halted  for  a  few  hour«. 

It  waa  clenr  to  Major  Hasegawa  that  any  further  attempts 
aguitt  the  enerny  s  line  of  conimunicntion  were  out  of  the 
qtiiition.  He  hsul  done  a  great  de»U  by  drawing  oft*  the  enemy 
north-  Small  though  his  force  was  it  had  apparently  aftbrded 
tha  Bumans  guarding  the  railway  some  anxiety.  After  a  few 
hoofs*  rest  he  started  for  Hsin-min-tun,  and  making  a  detour 
west  of  Fn'kn-men,  during  which  he  met  with  no  enemy,  he 
micb^]  the  Jajjan^se  lines  on  the  16th  Mai^h,  just  as  the  batt^  ifitli 
of  Mukden  wils  being  coticluded. 

The  casualties  were  9  men  wounded  and  missing ;  21  horses 
were  lust.  Many  horsea  were  lame  at  the  end  of  the  expedition, 
but  hanily  one  wjis  not  as  sound  as  ever  after  treatment  and  a 
It     Mci*4t  of  the  money  wae  spent 
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(5)  Japanese  Cavalry  Raid  against  the  Russian 

Lines  of  Communication  in  January, 

February,  and  March  1905. 


Report  by  Lieut.-Colonel  A.  L.  Haldane,  D.S.O.,  General 
Staff.     Tokio,  3rd  October  1905. 


PlaUa. 

General  map  .  -  -  -    Map  54 

Destruction  of  Hsin-kai  Ho  bridge    -        "Tin  text 
Attack  on  Cbang-chia-pu      -        -  -J 

Appendix. 
Articles  carried  on  the  horse. 


Covering  Letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  an  account  of  a  raid  carried 
out  against  the  Russian  lines  of  communication  north  of  Mnkden 
in  the  early  months  of  1905,  by  a  party  of  Japanese  cavalry 
under  Lieut-CSolonel  Naganumc^  commanding  the  8th  Cavalry 
Regiment. 

I  would  point  out,  that  in  spite  of  the  destructive  work  of 
the  raid  having  invariably  been  undertaken  by  night  and  in 
pitch  darkness,  no  mishap  occurred,  a  fact  which  is  no  doubt 
due  to  the  precise  knowledge  previously  imparted  to  each 
officer  and  man  of  the  part  he  had  to  play.  That  no  rumour 
of  the  projected  movement  (so  far  as  is  known)  reached  the 
Russians  on  the  Sha  Ho — a  movement  which  must,  through  the 
nature  of  the  organization  of  the  force,  have  been  known  or 
suspected  by  several  thousand  officers  and  men — speaks  well 
for  the  reticence  of  the  Japanese  army. 

Some  of  the  names  on  the  maps  forwarded,  more  especially 
those  in  Mongolia,  are  probably  not  transliterated  into  correct 
Anglicized  Chinese,  but  the  maps  from  which  they  were  copied 
were  in  manuscript,  and  the  Chinese  characters  extremely 
difficult  to  decipher. 
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Jfarrative. 

CcndUion  of  the  Russian  and  JapamMs  Armies 
prior  to  tlte  Mnid. 

Tbe  moQUi  of  December  1904  saw  the  BuBsian  aiid  Japanese 
artnicfi  fneing  each  other  at  close  di?^t mce  along  the  line  of  the 
SliA  Ho,  tiaiter  8ueh  climatic  eonditioad  be  seemed  likely,  for  a 
iimep  to  debar  either  side  from  embarkinsf  upon  operations  of  au 
exteoahre  or  prtitraclad  nature.  Yt^t  the  op|>ortuiiity  for  minor 
eoterpriseR  on  th**  SankB  was  favourable ;  for  the  rivers,  being 
fn>7eii,  offen.*d  no  obstacle  to  free  movement,  and  the  troops 
which  services  of  this  order  demand,  were  precisely  those  that 
eoald  tfaeo  best  be  spared.  Both  Rugsiana  and  Japanese  con- 
tecDpUted  cavalry  action  in  the  area  lyinfij  we^t  of  their 
respective  forees,  where  the  ground,  \mng  level  and  open,  is  far 
more  Bttt table  for  the  purpose  than  tliat  which  is  to  be  found  on 
Ibe  etitem  ftank.  The  result  of  deliberations  on  the  one  hand 
gmve  birth  to  Major-Oeneral  Mishchenk<»s  raid  on  Ying-kou, 
while  those  on  the  other,  with  which  we  are  at  present  con- 
eemed,  led  to  the  bold  dash  of  Major-General  Akiyaina's 
eiTmIr}*  against  the  railway  near  Cfjang-ehun  Fn. 

The  Iflt  Japanese  Cavalry  BHgade,  under  the  latter  general 
(the  SMiie  brigade  timt  had  coverecl  the  left  of  the  Second 
Army  from  the  battle  of  Ta-shih-ehiao  on  wan  la)  wad  at  this 
Urn**  holding  a  line  from  Lita-jeu-tun  (B  6)  westwaixl  through 
Shen-tan-pu  (B  6)  to  Hei-kou-tai  (B  6),  and  attached  to  it  were 
the  mounted  troops  of  several  inlaniry  divisions.  To  employ 
the  whole  of  this  force  (whoso  numbers  probably  did  not  equal 
thoae  led  by  Major-Cleneral  Migbchenko  in  his  abortive  effort 
ii)  the  eif>uth)  a«7ainst  the  Kussian  rear  did  not  enter  into  the 
JapaniiSi.'  plan,  for  to  have  done  so  would  have  not  only 
iseriously  weakened  the  left  of  the  Second  Artny  and  shown  that 
weakneas  to  the  enemy;  but  would  have  also  minimized  mobility, 
&  factor  upon  which  success  mainly  depended. 

Tile  Objeet,  Organisaimn,  and  Siretigth  of  (lie  EziMditimi, 

The  geneml  object  of  th©  expedition,  the  preparations  for 
whieb  were  entrusted  by  Major-Qeneral  Akiyama  to  the  officer 
iifeeted  by  him  to  take  command,  wore  to  cut  the  railway  and 
Mef^ph  Hues  at  a  point  well  to  tlia  north  of  the  Klanchu 
capital  Thin  wa^,  if  posnible.  t^^  be  eftected  at  wrne  unguarded 
or  weakly -gimrded  spot,  but,  aa  it  could  scarcely  l>e  expi?cted 
that  any  bridge  of  importance  (where  damage  done  would  give 
the  beet  rosulta)  would  be  found  witliout  protection,  tlie 
gsnrieoffi  of  the  place  mnei  be  driven  off  or  held  in  check  while 
tboee  deputed  to  lay  and  fire  explosives  did  their  work.  To 
aieei  tbeea  requirement^  it  was  necessary  tbat  the  force  detailed 
diould  have  some  fighting  value,  but  as  small  bodies  move 
more  qoicklyi  are  more  eoiuly  supplied  and  readily  Uddeci  than 
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larger  ones,  it  was  deemed  of  first  importance  to  keep  its 
numbers  within  certain  limits.  These  considerations  led  to  the 
following  organization : — 

Offi/xr  in  Commaind. 

Lieut.-C!olonel  Naganoma  (Commanding  8th  Cavalry  Begi- 
ment). 

SUiff. 

Captain  Miyauchi,  8th  Cavalry  Regiment. 

2nd  Ideut.  Namata  „  „ 

Ist      „      Ounchi  „  „        (medical  officer). 

14  N.C.O.'s  and  men  and  a  few  interpreters. 

Total — 4*  officers,  14  N.C.O.'s  and  men,  uid  interpreters. 

No.  1  SquadATon* 

Captain  Asano. 

No.  1  Section.  No.  2  Section.  No.  3  Section. 

1st  Lieut.  Sakuma.    2nd  Lieut.  Eotsutsumi.    2nd  Lieut.  Uchida. 
Total  4  officers,  73*  N.C.O.'s  and  men,  and  a  few  interpreters. 

No.  2  Squadron. 
Na  1  Section.  No.  2  Section.  No.  8  Section. 

Ist  Lieut  Oikawa.       2nd  Lieut.  Karita.       2nd  Lieut.  Tamura. 

Total — 4  officers,  73*  N.C.O.'s  and  men,  and  a  few  interpreters. 

General  total — 12  officers,  160  N.C.O.'s  and  men,  and 
interpreters. 

Chinese  spies  (and  probably  Japanese  disguised  as  C!hineae) 
accompanied  the  force. 

Supplies  for  men  and  horses  were  to  be  obtained  by  purchase 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  neither  carts  nor  pack 
animals  were  taken. 

The  officer  appointed  to  command  the  expedition  was  directed 
to  choose  his  own  staff,  and  the  remainder  of  the  force  was 
drawn  from  and  selected  by  the  officers  commanding  the  5th, 
8th,  ]3th,  and  14th  Cavalry  Regiments,  the  latter  two  of  which 
formed  the  1st  Cavalry  Brigade. 

On  the  30th  December  Lieut-Colonel  Naganuma  assembled 
the  whole  of  the  officers  who  were  to  accompany  hiro,  and 
addressed  them  as  follows : — 

*'  1.  I  have  had  the  honour  to  }ye  appointed  to  command  the 
expedition  which  is  about  to  take  place,  and  that  yon 
officers  have  been  chosen  to  form  part  thereof  reflects 

*  Inclndea  1  intendanoe  sergeant  for  supply  datiea.-^A.H. 
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honour  ttpOD  yon  ;  indeed^  in  my  opinioD»  the  service 
in  which  we  are  about  to  be  engaged  offers  a  greater 
opportumty  for  dbtinctioti  than  almost  any  otiier 
that  haa  ceeiirred  duiin^  the  present  campaign.  Tou 
officers  ha%^e  been  picked  from  amongst  many  othera 
for  valour,  sagacity,  and  energy,  and  1  rely  absolutely 
up^jn  you  to  strain  t^very  nerve  so  that  our  united 
eflbrtfi  may  bring  ^lie  greatest  possible  benefit  to  tlie 
Japanese  army.  Recollect  that  while  honour  is  to  be 
dt^rivetl  from  reapomibility,  responsibility  involves 
hard  work^aud  again,  that  bard  work ^  when  eombined 
with  daring,  demands  that  the  body  be  physically 
atryng,  I  desire,  therefore,  at  the  present  time,  to 
impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of  keeping  in  view 
what  !  have  said,  and  the  great  responsibility  which, 
as  ufficers  of  this  expedition,  you  must  bear 
There  will  be  no  admixture  of  men  and  hor-se^  from 
different  regiments  in  the  sections  of  which  each 
squadron  is  composed,  but  each  section  will  be 
organized  from  one  of  the  units  chosen  to  furnish  it« 
quoin.  In  selecting  men  and  horses  the  following 
pi  lints  will  be  kept  in  view  : — (a)  Kon-commk* 
moned  oflGcer  s  and  men.  These  must  be  posseaaed 
of  great  physical  strength  and  endurance.  Where 
Rjen  combine  thefse  attributei^  with  activity,  sagacity, 
and  boldness,  they  will  he  taken*  but  physical 
strentxth  and  endurance  are  to  be  the  basis  of 
selection,  (b)  HotBes.  It  13  preferable  that  men 
should  ride  their  own  horses,  but  those  tiiat  are 
not  g<\otI  f4:'eders,  and  will  not  eat  any  kind  of  forage, 
and  also  those  given  to  neighing  will  be  rejected. 
In  seleetitig  horses,  preference  will  be  given  to  such 
as  ara  small  compared  to  the  height  of  the  riders. 

•*8*  It  is  anticipated  that  the  duration  of  the  expedition 
will  be  one  month,  but  it  is  possible  that  that  period 
may  be  exceeded, 

**  i  Tlie  equipment,  &a»  to  be  taken,  and  amount  of  money 
to  bo  carried  for  expenses,  are  shown  on  the  attached 
tabl*»."'« 

:>r>Qenerml  Akijama  was  preaent  while  Lieut-Colonel 
was  giving  the  above  instnictions,  and  added  remarks 
follow  iTtg  effect ; — 
••  In  the  performance  of  the  service  for  which  you  have  been 
selected  you  must  be  prepared  t^j  face  dangers  and  Bubmit 
to  hardships^  but  the  latter  can  be  overcome  by  patience 
and  physicid  endurance.  If  you  c«rry  out  your  duty, 
you  will  cut  the  enemy's  coniraumcations  and  m\m*  him 
great  meonvcoience^  and,  even  if  you  should  faih  U>e 


^  8ee  Appeodisp  p,  81. 
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mere  fact  of  your  appearance  in  his  rear  will  produce 

great  effect  and  lead  to  the  withdrawal  of  troops  from 

the  first  line  in  order  to  guard  against  you.    Let  every 

officer  remember  that  on  this  occasion   the   cavalry  is 

about  to  assist  the  whole  army,  and  whether  you  succeed 

or  fail  you  go  forth  as  the  representatives  of  the  Cavalry 

of  Japan." 

kth  Jan.  By  the  4th  January  1905  the  raiding  party  was  organized 

and  had  assembled  at  Su-ma-pu  (B  6),*  and  from  that  date  to 

the  8th  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  engaged  in 

pistoJ,  and  the  men  in  carbine,  practice,  the  latter  being  instructed 

in  the  methods  of  cooking  the  various  kinds  of  millet  and  other 

grain  on  which  the  party  would  have  to  subsist  during  the  time 

of  its  absence  in  the  north.   The  horses,  too,  in  order  to  accustom 

them  in  some  degree  to  the  change  of  diet  which  would  shortly 

begin,  were  fed  on  forage  such  as  the  Chinese  are  in  the  habit 

of  giving  to  their  animals. 


Plan  of  March, 

As  both  officers  and  men  were  unacquainted  with  the  region 
through  which  they  would  pass,  no  exact  plan  could  be  laid 
down  as  to  the  villc^es  through  which  they  would  proceed,  and 
the  arrangements,  which  were  consequently  liable  to  alteration, 
were  generally  as  follows : — 

The  primary  object  was  to  arrive  at  Pa-la-tao-kai  (A  4),  but, 
as  to  reach  that  place  by  the  shortest  route  from  Su-ma-pu  (B  6) 
would  expose  the  party  to  almost  certain  discovery  by  the  Russian 
cavalry,  it  was  decided  that  the  Hun  should  be  crossed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hsiao-pei-ho  (B  6),  and  the  liao  at  Tien- 
chiata  (A  6).  From  the  latter  village  the  hill  of  Hsiao-pei 
Shan  (A  5)  would  be  gained  and  the  willow  pallisade  traversed 
in  the  environs  of  Hsin-Uu-tun  (A  5). 

After  reaching  Pa-la-tao-kai  (A  4),  it  was  proposed  to  move  to 
Chang-lin-tzu  (C  1),  but  ample  latitude  was  left  to  Lieut.-Colonel 
Naganuma  in  deciding  whether  that  place  or  some  other  in  its 
vicinity  should  be  mi^e  the  second  goal  of  his  party.  In  any 
case  it  was  determined  that  he  must  endeavour  to  arrive  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Chang-chun  Fu  (E  1),  on  the  southern  branch 
of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway,  44  miles  south  of  Harbin  and 
198  north  of  Mukden,  and  destroy  a  portion  of  the  line,  but 
should  this  be  found  to  be  impracticable,  the  military  stores 
collected  at  Chang-chun  Fu  were  to  be  burnt  Either  of  these 
purposes  carried  out,  the  party  was  to  withdraw  and  interrupt 
the  traffic  between  Harbinf  and  Tsitsihar.*  It  had  originally 
been  proposed  that  the  bridge  over  the  To-man  Ho,t  near 
Yao-men,t  which  is  some  47  miles  north  of  Chang-chun  Fu, 

^  8e$  Map  54.  t  These  plaoee  are  not  Bhown  on  Plate  54. 
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iboold  itarve  as  the  object  of  atUck*  but,  us  it  proved  to  be 
protected  by  n  cansiderable  guard,  another  sach  vulnerable  point 
OMrar  ihat  pUce  was  finally  selected. 

?1ia  best  way  of  inilictLDg  a  max  imam  of  damage  in  a 
minimnm  of  time  to  the  bridgei  telegraph  wires,  rolling  strHjk, 
if  met  with,  and  stores  was  earefiilly  considered,  for,  aa  rapid 
ao^OQ  wa%  an  e^ential  element  in  the  scheme  ot  the  raid,  it  wm 
uodeiiTable  that  a  single  moment  nfio^ild  ba  l^at  at  aome  d'itical 
jimctuFe  through  igtioi*ance  or  indecisioiL  Bnt  a  problem  which 
wma  far  raore  difficult  to  solve  satisfactorily  than  tiie  route  to  be 
followed  or  the  da^truotion  to  be  done,  lay  In  the  question  of 
maintaining  eommnnicatton  with  the  rear.  To  leaA  e  posts  for 
this  porpose,  here  and  there  !n  the  villages  along  the  line  of 
marco,  wonid  not  only  reduce  the  nombers  of  the  small  force  to 
an  undesirable  degree,  but  might  possibly  disclose  the  trail  of 
thf  nude^rs  artd  make  their  eventtiat  retreat  far  from  secnre. 
After  nincb  discussion  it  wws  decided  that  orderlies  sent  with 
must  make  their  way  to  the  uearedt  friendly  troops, 
that,  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  march,  tliey  should,  if 
powble,  rejoin  the  raiding  party,  bringing  with  them  as  ntucb 
amiDiinition  and  as  large  a  quantity  of  explosives*  as  they  could 
carry*  Lsistly,  it  was  resolved  that  sick  and  wounded  should 
be  sent  to  the  rear  by  Chinese  carts,  impressed  for  the  pur* 
pQsa  when  rei|uirefl,  but  that  if  distance  made  such  a  scheme 
nnpneiieable,  they  should  be  carried  by  those  means  to  viUages 
beyoml  the  raflins  of  Russian  visitations,  and  the  inhabitants 

ftlmwrf  well-paid  for  taking  care  of  them. 


Fir$t  P0riod  of  Movement 

9th  Juiuary  to  6tli  Febmary. 

(During  this  peiiod  the  force  hid  from  the  enemy,  and  moved 
to  the  place  near  which  damage  to  tlie  railway  was  to  be 
ftffectefl.) 

On  the  9th  January  Lieut*Colonel  Naganuma  marched  hiu  Oth  Jatuj 
force  without  incident  from  8u-ma-pu  (B  6)  to  Ma-chang  (6  6) 
a  few  miles  jiouth  of  Hsiao-pei-bo. 

On  th«  10th,  Information  v^aa  received  at  Tien-cliia-t&  (A  6)  lOtli  Ji 
at  6  p.nk,  to  tlie  effect  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  that  day 
ptMOd  the  Hun  anil  come  into  collision  with  the  Japanese 
ntomitetl  troops,  for  the  Rassiana,  under  Major<General 
Miabehenko,  were  now  moving  south  towards  Ying-kou,  and, 
had  the  Japantee  left  Sn-ma-pu  one  Oay  earlier,  they  would 
have  found  that  general  barring  their  pathway  to  the  west. 
At  750  fkm.,  an  oiEcer  s  patrol  was  despatched  with  orders  to 


*  Anmiimilka  Mid  ezDlotlvM  repreeeoled  the  **  life  of  the  raid,* 
r  mdi  aspoflsible  of  both  wae  earned,     Vi<U  AppuaiUs.— A.  E. 
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get  in  touch  with  the  retreating  Japanese  cavalry  on  the  Hun,* 
and  bring  back  information  regarding  the  hostile  movement. 

bh  Jan.  At  3  a.m.  on  the  11th  it  returned,  and  the  officer  reported 

that  the  cavalry  had  fallen  back  so  far  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  come  up  with  it,  but  that  some  infantry  whom  he  had 
met  stated  that  the  enemy's  mounted  troops  numbered  some 
10,000  men,  divided  into  three  parties,  of  which  two  were 
already  east  of  the  Hun  moving  in  a  southerly  direction,  before 
whose  rear  guard  the  Japanese  cavalry  had  been  forced  to  retire. 
Further  information  had  been  elicited  by  this  officer  from  some 
Chinese  to  the  effect  that  the  Russians  had  from  600  to  700 
carts  in  Cha-chia-erh  (A  7),  and  that  a  part  of  their  troops  was 
halted  in  a  village  west  of  that  place.  No  sooner  was  this 
report  delivered  than  Lieut. -Colonel  Naganuuia  moved  his  force 
to  Chieh-chia-tzu  (A  (>),  first  sending  back  a  message  to  the 
nearest  cavaliy  of  the  Second  Army,  in  which  he  repeated  the 
information  just  received  and  added  that  he  was  now  advancing 
on  Pa-chiao-tai  (A  6).  To  escape  notice  as  far  as  possible  at 
this  time,  and  later,  side  tracks  only  were  followed  and  high- 
ways frequented  by  Chinese  carts  avoided,  while  villages  of 
inconsiderable  size  were  selected  for  quartering  the  troops. 

th  Jan.  Leaving  Chieh-chia-tzu  in  the  morning,  the  advance  was 

resumed  towards  Hsiao-pei  Shan  (A  6).  and  on  the  way  thither, 
while  passing  Pei-kou — a  village  close  to  Shih-tai-tzu  (A  6) — 
some  Chinese  troopsf  opened  fire,  but  were  speedily  made  to 
retreat  without  loss  on  either  side.  The  night  of  thid  date  was 
passed  at  Shih-tai-tzu. 

th-iath         The  march  was  continued  at  9  a.m.,  the  Hsin-min-tun  railway 
^'  being  crossed  and  Pa-la-tao-kai  (A  4)  reached  at  4  p.m.  on  the 

16th,  where  a  halt,  preparatory  to  the  further  advance  to  the 
north,  was  made  on  the  I7th  and  18th.  Rations  and  forage 
sufiicient  to  feed  the  force  for  five  days  were  here  collected  and 
loaded  on  Chinese  carts,  for  it  was  known  that  the  viUages 
further  on  were  poor  and  incapable  of  feeding  the  party,  and 
a  report  describing  what  had  occurred  since  the  last  was  made 
was  despatched  to  the  rear.  In  this  report  it  was  stated  that 
the  force  would  move  to  Hsin-chieh-chiao  (C/D  1),  where 
supplies  were  reported  to  be  more  abundant  than  at  Chaug-lin- 
tzu  (C  1),  whither  it  was  originally  intended  that  the  party 
should  have  gone. 

th  Jan.  On  the  19th  Ta-tang-ying-tzu  (A  4)  was  reached,  beyond 

which  village  is  a  great  plain.  Here  it  was  decided  to  leave  a 
small  communicating  post  in  charge  of  a  warrant  officer,  whoHe 
duty,   besides   transmitting  reports  to  the  rear,  was  to   bum 

*  The  1st  Oavalry  Begiment  was  goarding  the  Hon,  as  well  as  some 
line  of  oommunication  iD&ntry.—- A.  H. 

t  This  happened  frequently  daring  the  raid,  the  Chinese  or  Mongolian 
soldiers  bein^  on  the  look*oat  for  bandits,  and  mistaking  the  Japanese 
in  their  khaki  greatcoats  for  these  disturbers  of  the  peace. — ^A.  H. 
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ifUppltes  boQghi  in  the  village,  on  behalf  of  the  Russia tis,  by 
Coiiieae  contractors.  This  place,  like  many  others  whei^e 
sappliea  were  collected  for  General  Kuropatkin'a  army,  was 
rarely  vim  led  by  hh  troops,  and  thus  the  post  ran  little  risk  ot 
discovery  fur  same  time  to  come* 


I 


On  the20tb  Ta*tang-ying'tzu  was  left,  and  marehmg  north-  20th  2 
wards  daily,  Ta-lmnug  (B  1)  was  reached  on  the  27th,  where  ^*^' 
tht;  vill4«j«rrf  53tated  that  abou  t  one  month  earlier  the  enemy  ha<l 
oomc  to  Tei'chia-tiin  (B  2),  and  made  large  purchases  of  cows 
and  oxen^  and  that  Bome  of  his  men  were  stilt  there  for  that 
pturpose. 

On  the  28th  the  force  proceeded  to  Sha-tai  (B  I),  and  on  28th  Ji 
loaving  it  a  few  rifle  shots  were  heard.  A  patrol  was  at  once 
despatched  to  ascertnin  if  they  came  from  a  hoeitile  force,  and 
ti  90on  reported  that  about  one  hundred  Mongolian  troops  were 
attockiug  the  supply  carts,  which*  under  Cf^cort  of  2nd  Lieut. 
Tamuras  section,  were  coming  on  behind.  Captain  Aaano's 
aqnadron  was  immediately  detached  to  assist,  but  funnd  that 
the  fsarts  had  fallen  back,  aud  that  the  eacort  was  protecting 
tliem  fn>m  tlie  walls  of  Ho-Iu-mo-to**  In  a  brief  t^pace,  and 
without  los.s»  the  road  wan  cleared,  and  2nd  Lieut,  Kotsutsumi  s 
taction  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  n^w  flying  Mongols.  The  march 
waa  then  continued,  and  Lieut- Colonel  Naganuma  proceeded 
I  with  Capt«iin  Nakaya's  sc[uadrun  to  Wu*tien-hua  (B  1),  while 
■     the  earb  and  the  rem&iuder  of  the  force  halted  at  Hou*liu-tun 

^^V    On  the  29th  the  force  pursued  its  way  to  Ua-la-mo-to  (B  I),  3&tli  J«] 
W    which  was  found  to  be  situated  on  the  highway  from  Ohi-clii^ha* 
I     to  Tei-c]^ia*tun  (B  2),  and,  as  this  was  considered  a  d&ngf roue 
I     place  for  a  halt,  the  night  was  pas-sed  at  Ta-la-ho  (B  1). 

I  On  the  30th  IVyuan-chih  (C   1)  was  reached,  where  the  30th  Jai 

P  force  remained  till  the  Cth  February.  Here  the  sick  were  6th  P#b. 
handed  over  to  the  caro  of  the  inhabitants,  and  arrangements 
were  ma*le  rtgarding  the  equipment  of  the  hoiiies  in  the  coming 
ttash  agaiDi^t  the  railway.  The  distribution  of  the  several 
ptrtiesi  into  wbich  the  force  must  necessarily  be  divided  iu  that 
opemtiou,  was  aUo  cfecided  upoUf  and  the  men  were  prtictised 
in  laying  and  firing  explosives. 


S^OTui  Period. 

7  th  to  10th  February. 

(Thie  period  embraces  the  advance  to  the  railway  line,  the 
destruction  of  a  bridge,  aud  retreat  therefromp) 

On  tho  7th  Fehruary  Ta-yuftii-chih  (B-C  1)  was  left,  and  Tth  FiS] 
Ku-chia-txu  (C  1)  reached. 


^  Thui  phm  ii  not  od  Map  M,  il  ii  Bouth  of  8ha-tal  (B  1). 
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Ji  Feb.  On  the  9fch  the  force  moved  to  La-la-tun  (D   1).     Thore 

spies,  who  had  been  sent  on  in  advance,  returned,  and  after 
hearing  their  report  the  final  arrangements  regardiog  the 
destruction  of  the  railway  bridge  over  the  Hsin-kai  Ho  (E  2) 
were  made. 

Oth  Feb.  At  3  p.m.  on  the  10th  the  march  was  continued,  and  at 
9  p.m.  a  halt  was  called  for  the  night  at  Liu-chia-tun  (D  1). 
Next  day  would  be  the  anniversary  of  the  national  holiday 
commemorating  the  accession  of  the  first  of  the  long  line  of 
Emperors  that  had  ruled  Japan,  and  the  promulgation  of  the 
Constitution  of  1889,  and  it  was  felt  to  be  an  auspicious 
occasion  on  which  to  carry  out  the  dangerous  mission  of  the 
party :  to  ceJebrate  a  work  of  construction  by  one  of  destruction. 

Lth  Feb.  On  the  llth,  as  tJie  distance  to  be  covered  was  short 
Liu  chia-tun  was  not  left  until  a  little  after  midday,  and  by 
5  p.m.  the  force  was  assembled  at  Yang-chia-tun,*  a  village 
about  5  miles  west  of  the  railway  line.  Three  hours  later,  by 
the  light  of  the  moon,  a  move  was  again  made,  not  a  sound 
being  audible  beyond  the  ring  of  horses'  hoofs  on  the  hard- 
frozen  ground,  and  Yen-chia-wo-peng,*  two  miles  nearer  the 
object  of  attack,  gained.  There  still  remained  to  be  covered 
5,000  yards  of  open  ground,  and,  as  it  was  known  that  the 
bridge!  was  guarded  and  the  moon  would  not  set  till  midnight, 
some  hours  must  be  passed  before  the  time  for  action  would 
arrive.  The  men  were  therefore  ordered  to  dismount  and  tie 
their  liorses  up  securely,  and  the  following  orders  were  given 
by  Lieut-Colonel  Naganuma : — 

''1.  2nd   Lieut.   Numata  will  be  in  charge  of  the  horses, 
and  will  have  with    him    1  N.C.O.    and  4  men,  and 
8  N.C.O.'s  and  men  from  sections  (i.e,,  in  all  13  N.C^O.'s 
and  men).    The  medical  officer  will  make  the  necessary 
preparations  in  the  village. 
''  2.  Captain  Miyauchi  is  appointed  to  command  the  demolition 
parties,  which  will  be  led  by  2nd  Lieuts.  Eotsutsumi 
and  Kurita. 
''  3.  Captain  Asano's  squadron  will  form  the  covering  force 
on  the  right,  and  that  of  Captain  Nakaya  will  perform 
similar  service  on  the  left. 
"  4.  On  the  march  the  officer  commanding  the  force  will  be 
on  foot  (as  was  everyone)  in  front  of  the  covering 
force,  but  during  the  operation  he  will  remain  in  the 
centre  between  the  two  squadrons. 
"5.  The  signal  to  retire  will  be  the  sound  of  the  loudest 

explosion. 
"  6.  The  line  of  retreat  will  be  along  the  river  bed  to  the 

village. 
"  7.  Tlie  countersign  will  be ." 

*  This  place  is  not  marked  on  Map  64. 

t  The  ln*idg^  in  question  is  nndemtood  to  have  oonsisted  of  two  iron 
girders,  each  girder  30  feet  long,  retting  on  a  central  granite  pier. — A.  H. 
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Ai  2.30  a.m.,  io  pitch  darkness  and  iu  dead  aikuce^  tbe  {orce  12th  Fei 
jtDved  off  towardii  tlie  railw&y  line.*     The  squadrons  advanced 
■k  6rsii  in    close   order  with  ecoute  thrown  forward  a  Bhort 

aistanca,  but  when  from  500  to  600  yards  from  the  brid^'e  they  fl 

extentled.     Thi»  change  of  formation  hod  just  been  completed  H 

aad  the  mareh  re#umed|  when  three  CoesackB  rode  along  the  ^M 

troni,  on  which  the  Japanese,  seeing  that  their  prai^ence  was  H 

diaciivered,  o[>rued  Hi"©.     Thm  waa  retumeti   from    the  guard-  H 

Iiouaet  north  of  th^  river  and  from  the  bridge  itself.     Lieut.*  H 

Colonel  Naganuma  now  oi'deTed  Captain  Nakaya  to  iearl  bia  H 

sqnadix^n  against  the  fortner  phice,  from  which  a  beav^^  fire,  ^M 

directed  thrciugh  loopholes,  was  maintained,  while  the  demolition  H 

parties,  impeded  by  their  explosives,  advanced  with  difficulty  H 

aIod^  the  E^urface  of  the  ice-bound  river,  preceded  by  four  men  H 

armed  with  carbines  and  carrying  wire-cutter  a     The  enemy,  H 

now  realizing  that  hi»  post  was  seriously  threatened,  concen-  H 

trateil   Im  fire  on  and  around  the  bridge^  hoping  to  annihilate  H 

those  who,  regardlca»  of  his  efforts,  at  length  reached  the  central  H 

pier«     A  charge  was  scxjn  laid  and  fired,  but  though  a  portion  H 

of  the  stonework  was  demohjuhed,  no  very  seriouB  damage  was  ^M 

effected,  while  the  enemy,  now  certain  as  tu  where  the  greatest  H 

djuiger  lay,  inereasefl  his  fire  in  that  direction.     A  seeon<)  and  a  ^M 

third  charge  wau  laid  mnid  a  rain  of  bullets,  whicli  rang  against  H 

tho  metfil  girders  and  causes!  sparks  to  fly  from  the  granite  of  ^M 

the  pier.     Thin  titne  l>utl)  chat^ges  jiroved  effectuaU  and  with  a  H 

Hpaieaing  Hound  tht^  pier  collapsed,  bdngini;  to  ttie  gronod  both  H 

^pnlerii.     With  loud  shouts  of  **  Banzai  / "  the  men  fell  back  H 

aloog  the  river  bed  and  soon  reached  the  village.     Here  it  was  H 

fmind  that  the  operation  had  not  been  carried  out  without  lose^  H 

for  in    the  attack  upon  the  guard-houne  2nd  Lieut    Tiimura  ^M 

fellf  and  at  the  bridge  2cid    Lieut    Kot^ntsunil  was  wounded,  ^M 

while  of  the  men,  in  all   2  were  killed  and  8  w^mndeiL     At  H 

6.20  a,in,  the  force  left  the  village,  taking  with  it,  on  Chinese  H 

cartel,  the  dead  and  wounded,   and  at  10  a.m.    re^iclnxl    Erh-  ^M 

tai-hua  (E  1)4  wliere,  after  resting  till  5.30  p.m.,  a  move  was  ^ 
made  to  Erb-chielj-uhan  (E  1),  and  the  night  pas«^ed  there. 

On  reaching  Chiao-pao- hou  (D  1)  on  the  13th,  infonnation  13th  Pel 
was  received  from  Chineae  sjiies  that  a  hundred  of  the  ent?my*a 
cavalry  were  about  17  miles  south-east  of  that  place  ut  Yang- 

chta-tien — a  village  not  marked  on  the  maps  Cfirried  by  the  i 

party^^nd  furtht-r  that  400  to  500  Japiim^se  ttt>ops  had  arrived  fl 

en  tiie  previous  day  at  Hsin-chieh-chiao  (CD  1).     As  nothing  ^M 

ngmrAmg  the  latter  force  was  kno\\Tj,  though  it  was  suppoeea  ^M 

t*^                           tiding  party,  un  oificers  patrol  was  despatched  ^M 

t"                   ,        nee  in  Hsin-chich-chiao.  V 
On  the  Uth  the  force  left  Clu^io-pao-hon  at  dawn  and  went  l^th  Tel 
lowartls  Hsin-cbieh-ehiao,  reaching  Yao-ta-txu  (D  1)  at  4  p.iii«^ 

*  Sm  Plaiis  opposite.  ^ 

t  Tbeie  gtiiu\l*houee«  sre  neaally  i^troaf^lj  boilti  oritoas  or  brlok,  R.rid  ^H 

reload  Ibem  is  fta  «4M^hta  tmxmmt  and  iaiii«liiiie0  stockade  work.— A.  H*  ^1 
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where  the  patrol  despatched  soon  arrived  and  reported  that 
there  was  no  doubt  that  a  party  of  Japanese  cavalry  had  been 
in  Hsin-chieh-chiao,  but  had  left^  and  in  what  direction  they 
had  gone  could  not  be  ascertained.  Scarceh^  was  this  report 
delivered  than  artillery  fire  was  opened  on  the  force  from  the 
south-west  at  a  range  of  about  6,000  yards  on  which  cover  was 
sought  behind  a  hill  lying  north  of  the  village.*  Here  prepara- 
tions were  made  to  engage  the  enemy,  whose  extended  line  of 
cavalry  was  advancing,  followed  by  a  closed  body  of  the  same 
arm.  The  situation  for  the  Japanese  was  a  critical  one.  Coming 
towards  them  was  a  force  more  than  double  their  8trength,t 
supported  by  artillery,  to  retire  before  which,  without  fighting 
would  probably  lead  to  disaster,  for  the  enemy  was  in  all 
likelihood  better  mounted,  and  unimpeded  with  wounded.  But 
Lieut.-Colonel  Naganuma,  conscious  that  the  exact  strength 
he  wielded  must  be  unknown,  and  anxious  to  exalt  the  moral 
of  his  men,  which,  in  his  opinion,  had  not  been  improved  by  so 
many  days  of  hide  and  seek,  resolved  to  meet  the  attack,  there- 
after settling  the  best  way  of  retreat.  The  wounded  in  charge 
of  the  medical  officer,  and  a  few  spare  horses  were  sent  to 
Liu-chia-tun,t  while  the  remainder  of  the  force  rode  forward, 
and,  when  a  position  2,000  yards  north  of  Chang-chia-pu  had 
been  reached,  which  threatened  the  enemy's  rear,  dismounted. 
A  heavy  fire  was  opened  on  the  advancing  Russians,  who,  by 
sunset,  fell  back,  leaving  8  men  and  18  horses  dead  upon  the 
ground.  Not  satisfied  with  this  success,  the  Japanese  commander 
followed  up,  and  on  arriving  at  the  northern  comer  of  Chang- 
chia-pu  came  under  a  heavy  fire  directed  from  the  walls  of  that 
village. 

About  8  p.m.  Captain  Asano's  squadron  made  a  rush  upon 
the  village  and  broke  into  it,  but  found  itself  engaged  with 
some  200  men,  while  that  of  Captain  Nakaya  menaced  the 
fiank  and  rear.  Heavy  fighting  ensued  and  the  enemy  soon 
began  to  fall  back  before  the  furious  onset,  leaving  behind 
a  rear  guard  consisting  of  the  guns  and  60  men.  The  moon 
being  now  up.  Captain  Nakaya — whoso  squadron  was  on  horse- 
back— charged,  and,  driving  off  the  escort,  captured  a  gun 
and  wagon.§  The  enemy  fell  back  in  haste,  and  the  Japanese, 
retiring  within  the  village,  counted  their  losses.  These  were 
severe.  Captain  Asano's  squadron  had  suffered  heavily,  four- 
fiftlis  of  its  numbers  being  incapacitated.  He  himself  and 
2nd  Lieut.  Eotsutsumi  were  killed  (the  latter||  continuing  to 
fight  after  receiving  a  wound)  as  well  as  16  rank  and  file, 
while  the  wounded  numbered  44,  including  2nd  Lieuts.  Oikawa 
and  Numata.    The  action  had  thus  cost  Lieut.-Colonel  Naganuma 

*  See  Plate  opposite. 

+  820  cavalry  and  two  gaus. 

20  miles  south-eaet  of  Yao-ta-tzu  (I)  1). 

Ther  were  damaged  by  the  captors  and  left  behind.— A.  H. 

He  had  already  been  woondea  at  the  bridge. — ^A.  H. 
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lli&lf  hi»  force,  but  sufBcient  officers  an  J  men  remained 
out  the  further  duties  ontrii»ted  to  him. 

CM  fche  15 til  the  sliglitly  wounded  were  placed  on  Chinese  IStli  J?eb« 
oAtia,  while  those  more  gravely  stricken  were  carried  on  im* 

p^-  "     '  'herfl,  and   the   force   moved  in  the  direction  nf 

H^S  lO  (C/D   1),*  reuching   Chang-lin-tzu   (C  I)  on 

Third  PericdL 

17  th  February  to  4th  March. 

(The  force  moves  iMiyond  touch  of  the  enemy.) 

On  the  l7th,  owing  tio  the  heavy  losses  incurred,  a  fresh  17th  Tehk 

.— janijsatiou  of  the  Kquadrons  had  to  be  made«  and  on  account 

af  this  and  other  arrangenieuts  a  halt  waa  ordered. 

On    the    13th  Ying-tu-liu4un   (B    1)   was  reached   and    a  18tli  Pel 
deepatch  regarding  the  operation   that  hfid  just  been  cnrrie*! 
oat  sent  to   Major*GeDeml   Akiyama  by  two   orderlies,  who 
[trocaeded  to  the  convtuunicating  [lOst  at  Pada-tao-kai  (A  4). 


On  tlws  19th  the  force  ciime  to  North  Tung-ho-to-ka  (B  1), 
where  it  remained  till  the  22nd.  On  the  evening  of  the  latter 
date  information  was  received  that  on  the  p  rev  ions  night 
ti%'e  hundred  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  arrived  at  Hain-chiel^- 
ehtao  (C/l>  1).  Then^upon,  Lieut-Colonel  Naganuum  moved  to 
Tung-wu*chin*tzu  ( A/B  3),  which  place  was  reached  on  the  28th, 
Wliile  there  he  heard  that  small  hostile  bodies  were  now  west 
of  the  railway,  aorne  of  which  were  in  his  own  vicinity  while 
otherg  were  further  ofT     These  were  as  follows : — 

At  Po-tefi-to,6  miles  sou th-eaet  of  Tnng-wii-chia*txu  (A/B  3), 
t  60  cavalry. 

At  Liao-yang-wo-peng  (B  2)  north-east  of  Tung*wu-chia-txu 
(A/B  3),  about  200  of  the  enemy,  who  were  engaged  in  pur- 
chasing supplies, 

A  large  force  was  also  reported  to  be  coming  up  from  the 
Ulikden  direction,  and  had  arrived  at  the  following  places  :■ — 
At  lIain-chou*chang  (uot  on  map)  800  cavalry  and  2  gun». 
H   Chang' tu  Fu  (0  3)    -        -     1,200       „ 
«   Pa-men  hsing  (C  2)  -     1,600       „ 

..  Fun-ka  (D  2)    -        -        •     2,500      „ 

Koei-ta  (D  1 J        -  -       800      „        ,,    2      ., 


i9tk-2a]« 

Feb. 


6,800  cavalry  and  4  gun& 


Thia  news,  coming  at  a  time  when  it  was  known  that  a 
great  battle  would  soon  take  placc^  muft  have  caused  sati^- 
auction  to  the  raiding  party,  as  shovring  the  effect  wiiich  their 
[ini«i3€8  bi4  produ^. 
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St  Mar.  On  the  Ist  March  a  move  was  made,  and  on  the  8rd  Hsiang- 
kang-kan-lu  (A  4)  was  reached,  where  news  regarding  the 
battle  of  Hei-kou-tai  was  for  the  first  time  heard.  Apparently 
a  non-commissioned  officer  and  a  few  men  had  been  left  at  this 
village*  when  the  force  was  moving  north,  for  the  former 
reported  that  he  had  burnt  240  tons  of  the  enemy's  stores  at  a 
village  east  of  Tung-wu-chia-tzu  ( A/B  3). 

ith  Mar.  On  the  4th  the  force  assembled  at  Ta-tang-ying-tzu  (A  4), 
where  the  non-^^ommissioned  officer  of  that  post  stated  that 
the  battle  of  Mukden  was  in  progress.  A  message  was  now 
sent  to  Major-General  Akiyama  reporting  the  arrival  of  the 
raiding  party  at  Ta-tang-ying-tzu,  and  stating  that  from  that 
place  an  attack  on  the  enemy's  communications  would  be  made 
and  his  rear  threatened. 


FovHh  Period. 
5th  to  16th  March. 

(Minor  movements  against  the  enemy's  line  of  communication 
during  the  battle  of  Mukden.) 

th  Mar.  The  sick  and  wounded  were  now  left  in  charge  of  an  officer, 
and  preparations  made  for  carrying  out  several  minor  attacks 
upon  the  Russian  line  of  communication.  Should  these  prove 
to  be  successful,  it  was  hoped  that  the  Japanese  army,  then 
engaged  before  Mukden,  would  be  substanticdly  benefited.  For 
this  purpose  the  force  was  divided  as  follows : — 

One  party,  under  Captain  Nakaya,  consisting,  besides  him- 
self>  of  2  officers  and  37  rank  and  file,  was  directed  to  destroy 
the  railway  line  and  telegraph  wires  between  Kai-yuan  (C  4) 
and  Miao-tzu-kao  (C/D  3). 

A  second  party,  under  Captain  Miyauchi,  consisting  of 
1  warrant  officer  and  82  rank  and  file,  was  to  perform  a 
similar  ser\'ice  north  of  the  latter  place  ;  and  a  third,  under 
2nd  Lieut.  Numata,  numbering  13  rank  and  file,  was  to 
endeavour  to  interfere  with  railway  communication  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kai-yuan  (C  4). 


The  Operations  of  the  Party  under  Captain  Nakaya.\ 

Captain  Nakaya's  party  and  that  of  2nd  Lieut.  Numata  left 
Ta-tang-ying-tzu  (A  4)  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  March,  and 
on  the  8th  reached  and  halted  in  San-ku-pu  (C  3),  where 
information  was  received  that  four  Russians  were  in  front  in 

*  As  stated,  a  post  was  left  at  Pa>la-tao-kai»  but  there  appear  to  have 
been  at  least  two  otner  posts  farther  north.  Possibly  sick  men  may  hare 
been  left  behind  for  the  purpose. — A.  H. 

t  See  ICap  54. 
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Liu'Cbta-t^u  (C  8).  Nes:t  day  the  frozen  Liao  was  crossed 
15  carts  loaded  with  supplies  being  captured  an  its  banks  and 
burnt,  and  by  1 1  am.»  the  force  asBembled  at  Sari-yen-cbin  (C  8). 
After  eome  hours*  rest,  the  march  was  reaumed  and  a  halt  made 
from  6  to  9  p  m.  at  Sha-an-pu  (C  8),  whei*©  instructions  regarding 
tlie  destmciion  of  the  ralluray  line  were  issued.  By  5.30  am. 
im  the  10th  Uie  track  in  the  vicinity  of  Sha-ho*tzti  waa  reachec! 
nothing  having  occurred  on  the  way  thither  beyond  the  di^scharge 
of  »ome  rifle  shots  shortly  before  midnight  from  the  village 
of  Ta  tai-miao.  At  5*40  a,m,  the  troopa  guarding  the  railway^ 
aoma  SO  in  number,  opened  fire,  and  Captain  Nakaya  swung 
foond  towards  the  south,  and  at  6  a.in.,  under  a  croes  tire  from 
the  station  of  8l>a-ho-t2u  and  a  guard -house  north-east  of  it, 
diitrojed  the  line  in  fourtt-en  places  and  threw  down  four 
telegz^h  poata,  severing  the  wirea.  This  effected,  the  force  fell 
hack  to  Ssu*yang-aung  (0  3),  ami  after  halting  for  4  hours, 
^MTchetl  at  6,30  p.m,  to  Tei-chiA-wo-peng^  On  arri%in<^  there 
^^v  4  a.ni.  on  the  ]  I  th,  2nd  Lieut.  N  umata  with  7  men  was, 
HB  information  furnished  b)'  npies,  despatclied  to  Liu-chia-tsm 
(C  S),  where  60  touB  of  suppUt^.')  aillected  by  the  RuBHians  were 
hnmt,  and  25  cows  and  1 5  carta  captured.  This  duty  performed, 
tmi  Liinit  N umata  rejoined  the  squadrou  at  Mi-li-ku  (6  Sy 
On  the  flame  rlay  the  foree  halted  at  that  place;  oa  the  12th 
Hsin-Bhudu  (A  4)  waa  reached,  and  on  the  13th,  Ta-tang*ying- 
tivt  (A  4). 

1%^  OperaiionB  of  Captain  MiyauchVs  Party* 

Leaving  Ta-tang-ying-tzu  (A  4)  on  the  6th,  Captain 
Miyauchi  reachefl  mid  halted  in  Wei-wo-j>eng  (0  3),  east  of 
the  Liao  Ho,  on  the  9tli  March.  Next  day,  during  a  halt  of 
two  bonra  In  Chin-yang-kao  (C3X  *'^®  wound  of  aloud  explosion 
fnitu  the  »■  ri  of    Mukden  waa  heard,  which  waa   known 

later  to  h'  ■  the  demolition  of  the  Hun  ITo  mihvny  bridge* 

At  2*50  a.m.  on  the  1 1th,  a  point  of  2,0W  yard*  noHh  of  iliao- 
txn-kao  station  (C/D  3)  waa  nmched,  and  the  line  and  one 
idi^[rat>h  txjst  destroyed.  Immediately  after  effecting  this,  the 
party  i<f*U  Wck  to  Li-ehia*kang*t2u  (C/D  2),  where  it  remained 
till  the  12th,  On  the  IBth  a  move  to  the  railway  was  again 
made,  and  at  2,30  a.m.  on  the  I4tli  it  wa%  damaged  in  five  places 
and  three  telegraph  poets  thrown  down  The  imrty  nesit  went 
te  Chieh-cheng  (C  2),  where  it  halted  fur  the  night,  and  heard 
thai  400  of  the  enemy'ii  cavalry  with  a  few  guna  hud  been 
martered  on  the  previous  night  in  Yu-shou-tai  (D  2),  in 
dmgerous  projtimity  to  the  line  of  march  to  and  from  the 
railway.  On  the  15th  tlic  retirement  was  continued,  and  on 
the  night  of  the  17th  March  Ta-tang-ying-tsm  (A  4)  reached* 
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th  Mar.  The  duty  entrusted  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Naganuma  being  now 
completed,  he  moved  on  the  20th  March  with  the  whole  force  to 
Ta-shih-chiao  (C  5),*  west  of  Mukden,  and  halted  there  till  the 
29th,  after  which  officers  and  men  proceeded  to  rejoin  the  corps 
to  which  they  belonged.t 

In  forwarding  a  report  to  Major-Oeneral  Akiyama  upon  the 
operations  which  he  had  conducted,  Lieut-Colonel  Naganuma 
summed  up  his  conclusions  in  the  following  remarks : — 

*'  1.  It  is  desirable  that  cavalry  sent  on  raids  should  be 

accompanied  by  machine  guns  or  horse  artillery. 
"  2.  As  many  parts  of  Mongolia  are  more  or  less  swampy, 
the  winter  season  is  the  best  for  moving  troops  over 
that  country. 
"  3.  The  people  of  the  country  are  inclined  to  take  offence 
at  lack  of  respect  paid  to  their  religion  by  strangers, 
and  as  in  many  liouses  there  is  a  Buddhist  shrine, 
it  is  advisable  that  soldiers  should  not  omit  to   pay 
reverence  in  the  customary  manner. 
**4.  During  the  first  week  of  the  raid  the   horses,  being 
unaccustomed  to  the  change  of  food,  which  circum- 
stances   rendered    unavoidable,   lost   condition,   but 
thereafter  they  soon  became  fit  and  hard. 
"5.  That   Japanese    horses  can   stand    cold   fairly  well   is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  at  times  during  the  raid 
the  thermometer  fell  to  from  4  to  22  degrees  Fahren* 
heit  below  zero.     They  were  kept  in  the  open,  covered 
with  one  blanket,  and,  if  available,  Chinese  mats,  and 
in  the  morning  were  generally  white  with  frost  or 
snow. 
''  6.  The  average  distance  covered  in  a  day  was  28  to  40  miles. 
On  one  occasion  75  miles  were  completed  in  30  hours, 
during  which   time  the   movement,  except  for  two 
halts  to  feed,   was    continuous ;    and,  in   the  next 
42  hours;  78  miles  were  covered.     Thus  the  total 
distance    marched   in  three   days  and    nights   was 
153  miles. 
"  7.  Leaving  out  of  account  wounded  horses,  only  two  of  the 
remainder  fell  sick,  and  none  died.     A  few  only  lost 
their  shoes." 

Although  the  raiding  party  had  found  it  impossible  to  carry 
out  every  item  of  the  original  programme,  what  it  had  been 
able  to  perform  was  of  such  great  service  to  the  Japanese  army 
in  the  Mukden  operations,  that  every  officer  who  survived  was 
presented  with  a  kanjol  by  the  Emperor.  Its  sudden  and 
repeated  acts  were  responsible  for  the  absence,  or  at  least 
diminished  strength,  of  Slajor-Qeneral  Mishchenko*s  cavalry  on 

•  See  Map  54. 

t  Almost  aU  the  ammanition,  445  rounds  per  man,  was  expended 
daring  the  raid. — ^A.  H. 

t  A  certificate  gpreatlj  valaed  bj  the  recipient. — A.  H. 
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the  Russian  right,  whereby  t'je  Third  Japanese  Army  at  Hsiao- 
pei-bo  (B  6)  remaiiied  undetected,  and  its  northward  mart^  for 
m  time  tiopereeived.  Unlike  Major  Oeoei^l  Mi^hchenko's  raid, 
that  of  Lieiit,-ColoBel  Naganuoia  Cfirried  with  it  froTu  tlie  first 
the  inaptes^  of  8Uccass.  Its  smaller  numerical  strength  lent  itself 
to  rapid  movenieiit  no  leas  than  to  secrecy,  while  mobility  wa?f 
farther  gained  by  good  organization  and  by  dependence  on  the 
ooantf}''  tor  MuppUes,  By  making  a  wide  sweep  through  tht* 
illed  neutral  territory  of  Mongolia,  where  the  mhabitanta  in 
ly  places  had  no  conception  aij  to  the  precipe  nationality  of 
their  iinex|»ected  visitors,  by  following  unfrequented  paths  and 
halting  <mly  in  the  smaller  %^illages,  the  chances  of  diacoi^ery 
wer«  much  redueed*  In  the  zone  through  which  the  force 
passed  it  was,  as  it  were,  hidden  behind  a  veil  from  behind 
which  It  never  emerged  but  with  reholution  and  rapidity  to 
carry  out  its  work.  This  done,  concealment  was  again  resorted 
tOj  and  by  moanii  of  trusty  spies,  aided  by  others  hired  locally* 
infonimtion  gained  of  pjpaiblc  pursuit. 
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Articleif  carried  mi  the  Home. 

Right  wallet— 2  tinn  of  explosivas,  %.€.,  ±  charges  complete* 
30  rrmnde  of  ammumtinn. 
1  bandagi^  (field  dressing). 
8niatl  carbine  t*>olPv 
1  pair  of  gloves. 

I  |iair  of  stiXikingR,  writing  paper. 
Left  waUet,— 75  roundn  of  aanuunition. 

Wrench  for  unbolting  nuts  on  mi  I  way  line. 
I  towel,  I  toothbrush,  needle,  thread,  enteric 
pills,  sticking   plaster,  and  nmall  pergonal 
items* 
Rjght  saddle  bag. — Nose  bag. 

130  rounds  of  ammunitioii* 
Canvas  bucket. 
Bft  saddle  hag, — Mess  tin. 

120  rounds  of  ammunition. 

1  tin  extrtict  of  sat/.     (Eaten  with  food 

like  satica) 
1  BahMslava  cap. 
Riglit  shoe  eaoe. — Pair  of  fore  shoe^* 
Left  Hhoe  ease. — 3  set^  of  ice  ncrews  for  Insertion  in  idiom. 

Hind  shoes. 
Behind  saddle. — Fur  waisteoai 

Shelter  tent*  without  sticka* 
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Remarks,  ' 

Each  non-commissioned  officer  carried  two  priming  cba]*ge& 
Officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  trumpeters  carried 
42  rounds  of  pistol  ammunition  inside  the  left  wallet,  and  on 
the  outside  of  each  non-commissioned  officer's  wallet  were 
carried  a  hand-axe,  wire-cutters,  and  folding  saw.  Officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  trumpeters  carried  some  paper, 
pencils,  pocket  knife,  half  a  dozen  candles,  and  a  little  tea  and 
sugar.  Non-commissioned  officers  did  not  carry  their  map 
cases  {i.e.,  the  case  slung  from  the  belts,  like  tlmt  carried  in 
France  and  Germany). 

The  party  carried  two  days*  rations  for  themselves  on  their 
horses,  and  ofie  day's  grain  for  their  chargers.  Each  horse  had 
two  blankets  under  the  saddle.  Each  private  soldier  carried 
90  rounds  of  ammunition  on  his  person,  i,e,,  the  usual  amount 
carried  by  the  Japanese  cavalry.  The  shelter  tent  was  not  used 
as  such,  the  troops  being  invariably  lodged  in  villages.  The 
actual  weight  carried  on  the  horse  was  normal,  certain  articles 
usually  taken  being  dispensed  with,  so  as  to  allow  of  more 
ammunition  being  carried. 

The  amount  of  money  taken  is  not  known,  but  it  could  be 
calculated  from  what  the  expedition  was  estimated  to  cost,  viz., 
70  sen*  per  diem  for  each  man  and  horse.  Enough  was  taken 
for  60  days. 

The  following  amounts  were  expended : — 


Staff. 

5th 
Begiment 

8th 
Begiment 

13th 
Begiment. 

14th 
Begiment. 

Fcod  EDd  lodging 
Paid  to  spies  - 
Miscellaneous    - 

—         i      1,030       1      4,242 

500       j         —         1         — 
1,000       ;          100       I         500 

1,030       1      1,030 

! 

100                100 

Total  in  yen 

1,500       ;       1,130       ,      4,742             1,130             1,180 

Grand  total 

9,632  yen,  or  about  980/. 

100  sew  =  1  yen  =  2$.  OJd. 
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(6)  The  Battle  of  Mukden.— Operations  of  the 
Second  Japaneee  Army, 


BsfORT  by  Lieut. -Colonel  A,  L  Haldane.  aS.O,  General  Staff, 
Second  Army  Head  Quarters,  6th  July  1905, 


Daily  positions  of  the  Seconl  Army  - 
Attack  on  Tu-hung-iUQ 

„  Usia*^  Kuei-hsing-pu 

Yu  hung*  tun  and  vicmity    - 


Map  55^ 
-     Panorama  S, 


Appendicis. 

JapMeae  Order  of  Bftttle  .  -  -    Appendix  1. 

Attacks  on    Hsiao   Kuei-hsing-pu   and   Yu-bung- 

tiin    •         -  *  ,  .  '        -  „        2. 

Bmilftii  Btrength  and  lo8«es  -  *  -  „        3, 

in  the  Second  Japanese  Army     -         -         •  ,,4* 


Covering  Letter* 

In  forwarding  the  attached  report  npon  the  operations  of 
the  Second  Array  from  tlio  30th  January  to  tlie  11  th  March 
W05,  I  have  the  1  honour  to  draw  attention  to  a  few  points 
eoonoctod  with  the  aubject  which  is  dealt  with  therein, 

1.  ThrDughont  the  campaign  in  Manchuria  the  Japanese 
have  mjffi^red  severely  in  attacking  those  pointa  of  the  Ba!«sian 
ffont  which  have  been  artneil  with  macliine  gunfs,  and  an 
episode  rchited  by  Captain  Hart-Synnot,  in  the  account  already 
iubmitiod  by  him  regarding  the  operations  of  the  5th  Division 
in  the  battle  of  Mukd€n,t  seems  to  be  of  interest  as  showing 
to  wl(at  length  the  Japanese  will  go  in  order  to  silence  such 
weikpons.  I  refer  to  the  daring  and  6Uccea*^fuI  manner  in  which 
a  mono  tain  gun  waa  brought  up  by  them  to  decisive  rifle  range 
of  the  enemy  in  order  to  destroy  a  machine  gnu  whose  presence 
wai  maleriaJly  aflffcting  the  prospects  of  the  attack. 

i  At  the  battle  of  Mukden  the  Russian.^  made  greater  use 
of  liei^*MVtr  than  in  any  of  the  airlier  battles,  in  which  indeed 


•  As  a  gtfieril  map,  9^  Map  01. 
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it  was  generally  coDspicuous  by  its  absence,  and,  on  the  whoIe« 
I  believe  their  shooting  was  steadier  in  this  battle,  more 
especially  so  when  it  is  remembered  that,  as  at  Shoo-shan-pUi 
the  defensive  positions  were  not  as  a  rule  covered  by  a  labyrinth 
of  obstacles.  From  this  it  may  be  concluded  tliat  head-cover, 
although  not  always  bullet-proof,  proved  of  value  and  gave 
confidence  to  their  infantry.  The  general  form  of  head-cover 
used  by  them  was  made  of  sandbags  or  ammunition  boxes  filled 
with  earth.  An  embrasure  or  loophole  was  provided  for  the 
rifle.  On  the  other  hand,  the  form  which  Japanese  head-cover 
takes  in  eartli  works  is  very  simple,  and  ccmsists  merely  of 
depressions  cut  into  the  superior  slope  of  the  parapet  one  ynid 
apart,  or  in  the  case  of  a  defended  wall,  a  loophole. 

3.  The  desperate  efforts  made  by  the  5th  and  8th  Divisions 
from  the  5th  to  the  10th  March,  in  the  attack  upon  the  Russian 
second  line,  are  the  outcome  of  the  neceusity  of  a[»proaching 
close  to  an  enemy's  defensive  position,  if  he  is  to  be  held  there 
and  prevented  from  transferring  troops  to  other  portions  of  the 
field.  The  Japanese  containing  attack  is  a  very  serious  aflhir, 
and  when,  as  at  Mukden,  the  ground  is  frozen  too  hard  to 
allow  of  the  construction  of  entrenchments  by  night,  as  was 
frequently  done  in  the  earlier  battles,  the  only  way  the  enemy 
can,  as  it  were,  be  gripped  and  his  power  of  movement  limited, 
is  to  push  forward  at  all  hazards  to  within  six  hundred  yards 
of  his  works.  The  exceptionally  high  percentage  of  losses  in 
the  Second  Army  was,  no  doubt,  in  great  measure,  due  to  the 
physical  ditticulties  to  be  surmounted  when  engnging  in  a 
battle,  before  the  ground  over  which  it  was  fought  had  ceased 
to  be  affected  by  the  frost  But  it  would  seem  that  such  attacks 
though  generally  costly  are  unavoidable ;  whether  the  Japanese 
deliberately  try  to  push  them  to  an  issue  lest  by  failure  the 
moral  of  their  troops  should  suffer,  cannot  be  said^  but  it  is 
clear  that  the  maintenance  of  this  important  quality  is  never 
lost  sight  of  by  them,  and  nothing  is  omitted  that  can  possibly 

.  tend  to  raise  it  Where  they  attack  they  mean  to  win,  and  it  is 
inconceivable  that  an  attack  once  entered  upon  by  them  could, 
unless  under  most  exceptional  circumstances,  be  broken  oflT,  and 
the  Tnoral  of  every  man  engaged — not  to  speak  of  those  of  the 
army  elsewhere — shaken  if  not  temporarily  destroyed. 

4.  Hand-grenades  were  freely  used  in  the  battle  of  Mukden, 
and  they  and  mortars  firing  bombs — but  the  former  more 
especially — seem  to  have  been  of  fx>nsiderable  value  in  the 
attack  or  defence  of  localities. 

5.  The  reconnaissance  of  an  enemy's  position  is  a  duty 
carried  out  by  the  Japanese  with  the  greatest  care  and  delibera- 
tion, and  it  must  l)e  r.ire  for  them  to  encounter  obstacles  for 
which  they  are  not  fully  prepared  in  advance.  The  Russian 
outpost  service  is,  I  believe,  not  remarkable   for  vigilance,  a 
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cireatnf l&nee  which  has  no  doubt  greatly  favoured  the  scouts  of 
the  other  sUIe.  In  the  Japanesse  iufantry  the  most  ititelligent 
sod  rclia**le  men,  le<I  by  officei-s*,  are  employed  upon  thia  duty, 
whose  ijiiporlADce  cftn  hardly  he  exaggerated,  and  are  carefully 
Imiii^  in  pea«e  timf^. 

6.  In  a  proiongod  engagement,  such  as  that  which  lasted 
fmm  the  Int  to  the  10th  March,  the  infantry,  more  especially 
that  of  the  attacking  foro",  is  ex{K>seil  to  considerable  privations, 
Tu  Urn  in  the  open  und^r  a  deadly  Bre  for  perhaps  twelve  hours 
or  more,  and  in  consequence  to  be  cut  oft'  from  any  means  of 
proeuring  water  in  addition  to  what  is  carrier]  on  the  i>er&on, 
impofiftfs  a  severe  gfrain  upon  trciopB,  and  one  which  careful 
tfEining  in  time  of  peace  can  alone  prepare  them  to  undergo 
nocf^HfuUy,  Men  who  are  accustomed  to  smoke  on  the  line  of 
march— and  not  alono  at  halts-— a  prixreeding  which  gives  rise 
Ui  thirst,  who  are  h1  lowed  to  empty  their  water-bottles  at  will, 
wh*i   on    t^ervice    will  frequently  c«>nsum<i  without   order*  the 

■  eiiiergeiicy  ratifm,  who  are  not  ticcustomed  to  carry  untouched 
seveiml  day^'  rations,  and,  in  peace  time,  are  accompanied  to 
the  mancpuvre  ground  by  HUtlei's  selling  refreshments,  and  in 
war  time  by  water-carts,  cannot  be  said  to  be  well  fquipj>ed 
H  to  aiidergo  the  trials  of  a  prolonged  engagement.  From  the 
H  Japanese  army  nn  exieUent  lesson  might  be  learned  in  these 


I 
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B^id^  fielt'-eontruh  another  factor  which  has  brought  succeii8 
the  Japanese,  is  thetr  strong  sense  of  subordination  to 
authority.  The  whole  nation- -unlike  Great  Britain — is  welh 
dif  cipUned,  and  it  is  recognized  that  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of 
every  self-reapeetiug  citissen,  not  to  pay  someone  else  to  oerv© 
for  htm,  but  to  l)e  prepared  to  take  up  anns  when  requii'ed  to 
do  MO.  The  t-emptation  "f  a  bril>o  uf  jmy  Hve  times  greater  than 
tliai  of  the  regidar  nrrny  is  not  necessary  in  Jajtan.  Her 
citizena,  like  General  Nogi,  who  refuses  to  partake  of  luxuries 
in  war  tiuie  not  granted  to  the  soldier,  would  feel  them  selves 
tnautied  if  disked  to  serve  at  rat€a  of  pay  other  than  tliose 
deemed  sutliciont  fur  the  army. 

It  is  this  spirit  of  self-eflacement  for  the  public  weal, 
Dxingled  with  fervent  pattiotjam,  which  has  won  Japan  Ur 
bug  aeries  of  victories  on  Isnd  and  seap 


Intr(Mitni4fry. 


^^^  After  the  ineffectual  attempt  of  the  Ruysians  to  overwhi^tm 
H  the  Japattese  left  at  Uei*kou  im,  and  the  withdrawal  of  their 
H  beaten  troops  aero-s  the  Hun,  aflaira  west  of  the  i^ailway 
W  gradually  subsidt^d  into  a  condition  similar  to  that  which  had 
prevailed  during  the  thiTc  preceding  months.  Each  side 
jealoualy  watched  the  other,  ami  along  the  line  from  Chang-tan 
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(C  3  west) ,♦  through  Pei-tai-tzu  (C  3),  Hei-lin-tei  (D  8),  and 
Ta-lien-tiin  (E  3)  to  Sha-ho-pu  (F  3  west) ;  and  more  especially 
towards  its  western  limit,  the  Russians  displayed  almost  feveridi 
activity  in  the  construction  of  new,  and  the  improvement  of 
existing  works,  upon  the  speedy  completion  of  which  the  safety 
of  their  right  was  doubtless  thought  to  lie.  Before  them  still 
lay  the  divisions  of  the  Second  Army,  and  those — ^the  6th  and 
8th — which  had  been  hurried  westward  to  the  recent  figbt, 
calmly  submitting  to  the  daily  inconvenience  of  bombardment, 
rarely  replying,  and  giving  no  indication  of  the  storm  which 
was  then  actively  brewing  and  before  long  would  burst 
Surprise,  most  potent  of  all  weapons  in  the  armoury  of  those 
who  aim  at  winning  great  results  in  war,  though  not  to  any 
high  degree  a  factor  in  the  earlier  operations,  was,  at  length, 
to  be  the  basis  of  the  masterly  conception  whereby  the  Russians 
would  first  be  mystified,  next  misled,  and,  lastly,  overcome. 
Tuwards  this  end,  circumstances  were  distinctly  favourable, 
for,  behind  the  solid  screen  that  stretched  east  and  west  of  the 
Mukden  highway  several  scores  of  miles,  unknown  to  the 
t-nemy,  hidden  to  the  last,  the  necessary  preparations  could  be 
carried  out,  and,  when  all  was  ready,  the  actors  summoned  to 
the  scene.  The  plan,  in  brief,  by  which  the  hindrances  to 
:advance  erected  by  the  Russians  were  to  be  evaded  was  to 
bring  pressure  against  their  left,  thereby  inducing  the  belief 
that  on  that  flank  the  greatest  effort  would  be  made.  This 
course  would  probably  lead  to  the  despatch  of  reinforcements 
to  the  threatened  point  and  the  consequent  displacement  of 
reserves — a  serious  consideration  where  an  army  occupies  a 
widely  extended  front.  Attention  thus  diverted  from  the  right, 
the  main  turning  movement  on  that  side  could  be  more  easily 
effected,  and,  coming  as  it  would  where  least  expected,  its  value 
would  be  multiplied.  The  mere  outline  of  this  scheme  sounds 
commonplace  and  little  calculated  to  deceive,  yet,  from  the 
skill  with  which  it  was  presented,  the  desired  impressions  were 
produced  and  inferences  widely  incorrect  were  drawn.  To 
elucidate  what  has  just  been  said  it  will  be  necessary  to  con- 
sider shortly  the  broader  features  of  Marshal  Oyama's  plan. 

While  the  grim  struggle  was  raging  on  his  left  at  Hei- 
kou-tai,  the  Third  Army  was  proceeding  northwards  from  Fort 
Arthur,  and  by  the  middle  of  February  had  assembled  west  of 
Liao-yang  at  Hsiao-pei-ho.  Its  movement  had  been  detected 
by  Major-General  Mishchenko's  cavalry  in  the  Ying-kou  raid, 
but  of  its  final  destination  nought  was  learnt  by  them.  At 
Hei-kou-tai  no  fraction  of  that  Armv  had  taken  part,  and  its 
absence  therefrom  and  the  presence  of  the  11th  Division  shortly 
after  on  the  Japanese  right  were  points  probably  not  lost  sight 
of  by  the  Russians.  Thus  far  the  plot,  still  in  its  early  stages, 
boded  well,  and,  to  lend  colour  to  the  idea  that  General  Nogi's 
troops   had  all   been   sent  north-east  of  loao-yang   and   not 

^  See  Map  55. 
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■towards  the   west,  a  new  Army  had   been   created  in  J^pan.  H 

" Tbira  titxjps   wore  quietly  raablHzed  in  January,  »liipped  to  ^H 

KofiMp  uid,  joining  ihosc^  at  Seoul  and  Wiju,  formed  together  ^H 

with  the  lUh  Division  the  Fifth,  or  Ya-Iu  Amiy.     Marching  ^M 

n«»rihwardSf  this  force — whose  real  nature  was  mistaken  by  the  ^H 

RtUKta&s  ^  came  on  the  lOth  February  into  the  nrea  of  active  ^M 

opemtions.  ^H 

_         On  the  Jag»anese  left  tlie  time  for  action  bad  not  yet  arrived,  ^M 

■  though  the  battle  in  which  the  troops  there  had  been  engaged  ^H 
Hta^  csuiied  tho  coming  of  the  troop;}  from  Port  Arthur  to  be  ^M 
^BBMsned  afid   had  cui  tailed  the  ptiriod  of  prepiration  for  the  ^M 

next  ©veot     The  caralry  force  of  M ajor-General  Akiyama  hatl  ^H 

been  withdrawn  from  its  position  on  a  level  with  the  front  line  ^H 

of  tho  Second  Army  between  the  3rd  and   10th  February  and  ^| 

now  held  the  villagei}  (A  4)  of  Cluh-tai'tEU  and  Ma-maH^hieb,  ^M 

wilh  the  main  body  in  San-chia-tzu  (B  4).  some  6  miles  south-  ^M 

iOtiib^west  of  Uei-kou  tai.     Here,  eonnec ted  with  the  8th  Divl-  ^H 

Pmn  on  its  right  it  served  to  conceal  from  the  enemy 'fi  mounted  ^H 

troops  Ibo  aflsembling  of  the  Thiid  Army  at  Hsiao-pci-ho,  while  ^M 

its  pomiion  8o  far  b«'hind  the  geneiul  line  of  front  may  p^isnibly  ^M 

have  liJenceil  fe-ars  of  hostile  tuovement  from  that  side*     That  ^| 

an  army  of  three  divisions*   should    eventually  appear  upon  iti  ^| 

outer  flank  waa  a  manceuvre  ho  nnprecedentecK  a  contingency  so  ^H 

improbable,  that  it  dam  mt  seem  to  have  found  room  in  the  ^M 

I   imagination  of  the  Russian  commander. 
ihx  the  17th  February »  Marshal  Oyama  iiisued  orders  directing  t7tli  Fell 
tertiin  changes  in  the  constitution   of  the  Fourth  and  Second 
Arm  if  Mi,  which  were  to  come  into  elTect  upon   the  20tL     Tlie 

6th  Divi'^jon,  which,  on  the  withdrawal  from  the  frtnt  line  in  i 

Jaouaiy  of  the  3nJ  Division,  had  extended  its  right  for  some  ^M 

fliatunee  to  the  e.aBtward  while  its  left  kept  up  communication  ^H 

with  the  4th  Division.  Wfis  therein  allotted  to  the  Fourth  Army,  ^M 

m    while  General   Oku,  left  with  the  3rd  and  4th  Divisiou«,  w&3  ^M 

m    ttu*tructed  ti>  eml>oily  the  5th  and  Mth  iti  his  conuoand.     Theso  ^M 

liai  two   divisions   held   the  gnmnd   from  the  west  of  Shen^  ^M 

<an*pQ  (C  4  north  "i  through  Malau-ku  to  Yen*tai*tm,  a  position  ^M 

taken   up  by   them   ofter    Heikou-tiii,   iinmedialtdy   north  of  ^M 

wbieb  place  a  pile  bridge  for  wheeled  t rattle  tmd   t.>een  thrown  ^H 

meom  the  frozen  Hun.     The  3kI  Division  wns  nut,  however,  to  ^M 

romain  with  the  Second  Army^  but  was  detached  to  form  part  ^H 

of  Mamhal   Oyama's   generat  reaerve.f     This    division,  which  ^H 

had  materially   helped    to   rep^l  the  serious  attacks  made  on  ^M 

Sben*tan-pu  and  the  smaUer  villages  lying  further  east»  had  ^H 

I       relieved  the  cavalry  brigade  there  when  its  move  southward  ^H 

B         •  The  Thirtl  Arm^  constit^d  of  llie  Tit«  7tli»  9tlt,  tmd  lltli  Difiiioni.  ^H 

H    Hii!^  fttAt  divinifm  uinrcbod  to  join  th«  Y%^\u  or  Fifth  Army  nfier  it  Afrifed  ^H 

■  ftt  Ltao*y«Dg.~A,  K,  ^H 
H  t  MamtiAl  Ojanuk's  rencrre  \&  Onlk-^  m  thii  r#pc»rt  tbe  *'  general  ^H 
H     rtmtr^**  and  Qonckr^J  Oku's  reserve  '*  the  reserr^  "  or  *'  Army  res^r^c.'*—  ^H 

■  A,U.  ■ 
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to  San-chia-tzu  took  place,  and^  from  its  close  proximity  to  tlie- 
opposing  lines,  and  the  difficulty  of  withdrawing  and  replacing 
it  without  discovery,  was  to  romain  with  General  Oku  till 
the  25th.  That  general  had  moved  his  quarters  to  Ta-tong- 
shang-pu  (D  4  south),  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  village 
and  in  Iiang-tung-kou  (C  4  south)  was  assembled  the  reserve 
of  the  army,  mostly  composed  of  heavy  guns.  At  this  time 
nothing  of  importance  had  occurred  in  front  except  that  the 
enemy  seemed  to  be  extending  to  the  west  of  Chang-tan 
(C  3  s.w  )  where  some  activity  was  noticeable,  and  had  trans- 
ferred a  diviwon  with  artillery  from  before  the  First  Army 
to  Meng-ta-pu  (D  3),  a  \illage  some  3  miles  north  of  Li-ta- 
jen-tun. 

h-26t]i  "^^^  seven  days  from  the  20th  to  the  26th  February  embrace 

K  the  period  of  active  preparation  of  the  Second  Army  for  the 

coming  battle,  and  the  initiatory  measures  to  be  carried  out 
therein  were  briefly  summed  up  in  an  order  of  the  former  date 
from  Manchurian  Army  Heaid-Quarters,  the  main  points  of 
which  were  as  follows : — 

1.  llie  right  of  the  Second  Army  will  maintain  connection 
with  the  Fourth  Army,  while  the  left  will  form  a  pivot  for  the 
turning  movement  of  the  Third  Army.  When  the  progress  of 
the  latter  Army  becomes  marked,  the  enemy  will  be  attacked  in 
force  on  the  line  from  Shen-tan-pu  (C  4  north)  to  Lan-shen-pu 
(D  3  east). 

2.  The  commander  of  the  Second  Army  is  authorized  to 
apply  at  any  time  to  MancJiurian  Army  Head-Quarters  for 
reinforcements  not  exceeding  one  regiment  of  infantry. 

On  receiving  these  orders  General  Oku  decided  to  make 
C/hang-tan  in  the  first  instance*  his  main  poiot  of  attack,  thus 
shifting  the  centre  of  gravity  of  his  army  to  the  left,  a  measure 
which  would  involve  an  increase  of  strength  in  that  direction 
and  a  consequent  diminution  on  the  right.  To  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  case,  he  next  day  issued  the  following  orders 
for  the  i*earrangement  and  redistribution  of  his  troops : — 

1.  The  B.eserve  Brigade  of  the  8th  Division  under  its  com* 
raander.  Colonel   Tomioka,  will   receive   the  following 
units  from  the  4th  Division  : — 
J  section  of  cavalry. 
1  battalion  of  field  artillery.* 
1  captured   battery    of   Russian   field   guns  (six   in 

number). 
1  battery  of  foot  artillery  (9-cm.  mortars,  four  in 

number). 
1  company  of  engineers. 
3  battalions  of  infantry. 


*  Am  the  word  "  brigade  "  is  required  to  deioribe  the  Japanese  unit 
consisting  of  three  regiments  of  field  artillery,  "  battalion  "  (the  literal 
translation  of  the  Japanese  term)  has  been  used  to  describe  the  unit 
consisting  of  three  batteries. 


BATTLK  or  MUKDE!^» 


This  delaebmeiit,  which  will  be  under  the  diroct  oirders 
of  tht*  Army  Commander,  will  occupy  the  line  fnim 
LiD'sliengpu  (E  3)  through  Wan-ehia-yuen-tzu  to 
Hf«iAa>t4ii  (D  3/4}  and  maintain  connection  with  the 
Fourth  Amiy, 

The  4th  Di%*ision,  with  one  squadron  of  caA'alry,  and  leas 
tiie  troopa  Wonging  to  it  named  in  paragraph  1,  will 
recdvenn  independent  battalion  of  tield  artillery,*  and 
will  relieve  that  part  of  the  3rd  Division  now  holding 
the  line  from  Ya-pa*tai  (C  4)  to  Shen-tan-pu»  The 
UfO^msiry  preparations  for  this  relief  will  be  made  at 
once,  bnt  the  date  on  which  it  will  take  place  will  be 
intitnated  later. 
fS*  Tliat  portion  of  the  3rd  Division  (KawAkami's  Detacli- 
ment  consisting  of  the  34th  Infantry  Regiment  less  two 
companies)  in  occnpation  of  the  line  from  Tai-ping 
chuang  (i)  4)  thnju^h  Li'ia-jen*tun  to  Han-ihan-tai, 
will  continue  tliere,  nnd  the  remainder  will  afiserTible 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ta-tung-slmn-pu  (D  4  south), 
where  it  will  form  part  of  the  general  reserve  under 
Marfthal  Oyama.  The  date  on  wliich  it  will  assemble 
will  be  notifie^i  laten 

The  5th  Di vision,  retaining  ooe  S4|uadron  of  cavalry,  will 
continue  to  hold  its  present  position  (from  the  west  of 
Shen-tan^pu  through  Liu*tiaO'kao  and  Ya-tzu-pao  to 
Ma-lan*ku)  and  prepare  to  attack.  To  this  division  i» 
allotted  one  independent  battalion  of  field  artillery. 
One  of  its  regiments  of  intantry  will  remain  at  Ta*tai 
(C  4)  as  part  of  the  reserve  of  tUe  Army. 

The  8th  Division  will  keep  its  present  line  (south  of 
Ma-lan-kn  thmugh  Fei-tsui-ho-tzu  to  To-tai-tzu,  B  4 
north)  and  prepare  to  attack;  The  cavalry  Feglnientp 
leas  one  s(|uadron,  will  Ije  sent  to  join  the  cavalry 
brigade  undc  r  Major- General  Akiyama.  To  this  diviai'^n 
ie  attached  one  independent  battalion  of  field  artillery* 
One  of  its  regiments  of  infantrj'  will  remain  at  Kn- 
€heng*tzii  (C  4)  as  part  of  the  reserve  of  the  Army* 
lajnr* General  Akiyama  s  forcef  will  carry  out  the  dutiei^ 
idready  ascribed  to  it,  and,  from  the  26th,  will  be  ready 
to  advance  at  short  notice.  To  it  will  be  attached  the 
8th  Cavalry  Ri*giraent  (less  one  squadron)*  and  the 
10th  Cavalry  Regiment  will  rejoin  its  own  division. 
Should  Major-General  Akiyama  be  ordered  to  advance. 


Kowlj  Jimrc^d  from  Jipftn^ 

After  the  order  bati  Wim  carried  out  Major-Oeneral  Akivama'a 
aid  bi*  ma  fonowe;— iBt  Cavalrv  Brigftile  ;  ftrd,  4tb,  H\u  ^^K  aud 
neitts  of  ^ftviilrj   (each   1©!!<8  one   anuiwiroii) ;    ths  2nd  Bettepie 

Bt.  wliicli  H»B   in   itii>  tioi^hljonrhcW  nf  Sftn-rliift-Ua,  protecting 
lift  flunk  VI d  ieftf»  one  battery  of  horse  urtillcrj*  and  one  bstt^Tj 
xr^d  field  gtiTrii  —12  in  kIK-^A.  IL 
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the  l/35tb  R*  (now  attached  to  his  command)  will 
remain  at  San-chia-tzu. 
7.  The  heavy  artillery  brigadef  will  keep  its  present  posi- 
tion and  will  be  ready  to  advance  at  any  time  after 
the  25 th. 
After  the   above   orders   had  been  carried  into  effect  the 
reserve  of  the  Second  Army   would  comprise   the   following 
troops  : — 

1  section  of  cavalry  from  the  4th  and   one  from  the 

5th  Division. 
13th  Artillery  Regiment  (of  the  1st  Artillery  Brigade). 
6  batteries  of  12-cm.  howitzeraj  (four  guns  per  jittery). 
3  batteries  of  1 5-cm.  guns  (four  guns  per  battery). 
1  battery  of  9-cm.  guns  (six  guns). 
1  battery  of  howitzers  (four  guns  taken  at  Nan  Shan). 
1    company  of  engineers   of  the  Reserve   Brigade   9th 
Division. 
42nd  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  5th  Division  (2^  battalions). 
31st  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  8th  Division. 

This  force  was  quartered  in  the  villages  of  (C  4)  Ta-tai, 
Ku-cheng-tzu,  Kou-tzu-yen,  and  Lang-tung-kou. 

The  withdrawal  of  troops  from  the  front  line,  and  their 
replacement  by  others,  was  an  operation  which  had  already  been 
effected  with  success  by  the  Second  Aiiny,  but  on  the  present 
occasion  the  undertaking  was  on  a  somewhat  larger  scale^  a  fact 
which,  coupled  with  the  imminence  of  a  greater  movement  and 
the  necessity  for  concealment,  demanded  that  a  maximum  of 
care  and  foresight  should  be  exercised.  When,  towards  the  end 
of  January,  Lieut.-Qeneral  Oshima's  division  left  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Wu-chia-wa-tzu  (E/F  3)  for  that  of  Yang-chia-wan 
(D/E  4),  the  troops  marched  at  night,  and  in  the  darkness  some 
little  confusion  had  resulted,  and  on  this  account  it  was  deemed 
wiser  this  time  to  wait  until  the  hour  of  twilight,  when  a  faint 
mist  generally  arose,  obscuring  all  objects  except  those  close 
at  hand. 

th  Feb.  By  the  24th,  Colonel  Tomioka's  Detachment  had  received  the 
troops  and  guns  transferred  to  it  from  the  4th  Division,  and  at 
6  p.m.,  being  then  in  the  position  arranged,  came  under  the  direct 
orders  of  General  Oku.  On  that  date,,  probably  for  convenience 
of  command,  the  13th  Artillery  Regiment  was  temporarily  given 
to  the  commander  of  the  Heavy  Artillery  Brigade. 

th  Feb.  On  the  25th,  the  3rd  Division  left  the  line,  and,  with  the 
exception   of  the   34th   Regiment,   which,   with   a  battery  of 

*  l/35th  B.  means  Ist  battalion  35th  Renerye  Infantry  Regiment. 

t  A  considerable  amount  of  heavy  ordnance  had  come  np  from  Port 
Arthor,  part  of  which,  inclading  six  28-cm.  howitzers,  was  in  position 
near  Sba*ho  station,  and  part  distributed  to  the  Armies. — A.H. 

X  The  Japanese  translator  callB  all  ordnance  either  guns  or  mortars. 
Where  howitzers  appear  in  the  report  the  weapons  were  personally  seen« 
— «A.  M. 
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captared  iiiorturs  t<KJk  poet  from  Tai-ping-cbuang  (D  4  north) 
lip  Hao-sltan-tu],  and  came  under  the  orders  of  the  4th  Division, 
MMdnbled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ta-tung-shan-pu  (D  4  soutli). 
From  timt  village,  on  the  following  day,  amid  a  storm  of  wind 
aim]  8EIOW,  Geaeial  Oku  moved  his  heaiUquarters  5  miles  west. 
|0  Kou-tsEit-yen*  Everything  was  now  ready,  and  nothing  that 
ei^itld  oontribtitc  to  success  in  the  great  struggle  about  to  begin 
ha^I  b<*en  overlooked* 

During  the  week  of  preparation  the  enemy's  patrols  were 
amfx*  than  usually  active,  and  at  night  coUiaions  with  them 
WBTB  fre«iuent  Tho  pine  grove^  contiguous  to  the  railway  line 
noclb  of  the  Sha  Ho  bridge  (E  3)  whoe©  posseamon  by  the 
Jjipanose  had  always  been  most  oljatinately  contested,  l>ecame 
now,  more  than  ever/ a  scene  of  deadly  atrife  during  the  hoiin* 
of  darkness,  while  Pao-t?'.u-yen  (D/E  81  quickly  became  another 
centra  of  attraction  for  Bussian  <$nter|>rtse.  By  day  the  balloon 
would  rise,  apparently  to  view  the  ground  near  Wan*chia- 
yuant^u  (D  3  anuth-ea-st)  and  by  day  nnd  night  the  Russian 
gus^a.  light  and  heavy,  fired  with  little  intermission,  devoting 
of  their  attention  to  the  nrea  lying  between  Li- ta-jen- tun 
Shen-tan-pu.  opposite  which  places  work  on  defences  waa 
"n^efiniog*  A  series  of  minor  movement^,  awakening  greater 
intercBl  than  the  c^rdinary  incidents  of  aMinonading  and  figliting 
of  patrols,  now  began,  and  thi-se  wem  duly  hmught  to  notice 
Inr  the  JapaneHe  look*oi)t  meiL  Sometimes  a  lialtulion,  at  other 
tiimeB  a  eompany,  would  be  seen  marching  towards  the  south* 
W0tl|  as  if  to  reinforci^  the  right  beyond  Chang -tan,  hut  as  the 
prtMtice  of  the  Thinl  Anny  was  still  believed  to  l^e  unsuMpected* 
atid  the  Fifth  Army  was  making  itself  felt  far  to  the  ea-nt,  it 
leems  probable  that  under  pretence  of  moving  towards  the  we>t, 
reinforcements  were  gradually  l>eing  traosferfra  in  a  diametrically 

OppOei  ti^  1 1  i  TiH*  ti  Ol  I , 

South  uf  Hei'kou-tftl,  in  front  of  the  ©ivalry  briga^Je,  all  was 
quiet,  a  circumstance  of  happy  augury  for  the  creat  turning 
oiovement  then  on  the  eve  of  execution,  Uajor-Genenil 
Mishchenko  atd  his  Ctssacks,  generally  eo  ai'tive,  no  longer 
held  the  field  west  of  the  railway  line  between  the  Liao  and 
the  Hun,  and  their  ali^ence  at  8o  critical  a  time  was  a  gain 
kc*l  for  by  the  Japanese.  It  hap{*enod  in  this  way.  Before 
Wor-General  Mishchenkobegnn  his  march  agiunsttheeommuni* 
catams  aonth  of  liiao*yang^  what  later  proved  to  lie  a  counter- 
mid  was  btjing  planned  m  the  1st  Cavalry  Brigaile,*  and  to 
carry  it  oiii>  nlwjut  the  10th  January,  t^o  parties,  of  i^trength 
far  IwB  tl^an  those  which  appeared  befure  Ying-kou,  sallied 
forth,  and  hunying  north \iard  cut  the  railway  and  blew  up  a 
bridfp  near  Kungchu-ling,  The  unrest  create^l  by  this  ad^en* 
Iim»ii8  dash^t  neaily  150  miles  north  of  Mukden,  caused  the 


*  U«»erilied  111  ib«  i)rocediQg  report. 

t  Agim  watttakeu  bttt  dertro^di  Qwitig  Ut  iUttcol^  of  rtmovai^^ 
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bulk  of  the  Cossack  cavalry  on  their  return  from  their  unfrait' 
ful  raid  to  be  retained  in  the  district  west  of  the  Liao  Ho,  near 
Fu-ku-men.*  Thus  it  came  about  that  when  the  Third  Army 
left  Hsiao  pei-ho,  on  the  27th  February,  with  orders  to  advance 
its  first  line  as  far  as  Ma-ma-chieh  (A  4)  and  E[a-li-ma,f  its 
ih  Peb.  presence  was  not  noticed.  On  that  dayj  the  Ya-lu  Army, 
whose  advanced  guard  had  occupied  Wu-lung-kou  and  San- 
lung-yu  on  the  26th,  was  directed  to  continue  moving  against 
Ma  chun-tan,  aplace  some  25  miles  to  the  south-east  of  Fa -shun. 
The  right  wing  of  the  First  Army  had  taken  Eau-tai  Ling  and 
Wang-fu  Ling  on  the  26th,  and  the  Fourth  Army  remained 
passive  along  the  line  which  it  had  held  throughout  tiie  winter. 
To  add  the  final  touch  to  the  instructions  fdready  issued,  and 
to  lead  up  to  the  operation  that  would  follow,  Qeneral  Oku  gave 
the  following  orders  at  6  p.m.  on  the  26th : — 

1.  To-morrow,  in  order  to  conceal  from  the  enemy  internal 

movements  in  the  army,  the  artillery  will  open  fire. 
The  same  procedure  is  being  followed  in  the  Fourth 
and  First  Armies. 

All  divisions  will  therefore  engage  the  enemy  in  the 
manner  indicated  for  two  hours,  viz.,  from  8  a.m.  to 
9  a.m.  and  from  noon  to  1  p.m.  As  the  bombardment 
is  not  intended  to  be  serious,  only  a  portion  of  the 
artillery,  and  no  heavy  ordnance,  will  be  usod.§ 

2.  The  Heavy  Artillery  Brigade  will  take  positions  at  Liu- 

tiao-kao  (C  4  north)  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow,  in 
such  manner  that  fire  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  Chang- 
tan,  Ku-chia  tzu,  and  Chou-kuan-pu.  These  positions 
will  be  fixed  as  soon  as  possible,  but  fire  will  not  be 
opened  until  ordered. 

3.  Major- General  Akiyama's  force,  keeping  touch  with  the 

Third  Army,  will  cross  to  the  right  l^k  of  the  Hun, 
with  the  object  of  assisting  the  movement  of  that 
Army. 

4.  The  5th  Division  will  send  to   Ku-cheng-tzu   (C  4),  at 

8  a.m.9  a  regiment   of   infantry    under  its   brigadier- 
general,  and  the  8th  Division  will  send  a  similar  force 
at    the    same    hour    to    Wu-chia-tzu    (B   4).      These 
regiments|{  will  be  under  the  direct  ordei's  of  the  Army 
Commander. 
The  27th  February,  though  little  would  be  done  thereon, 
was  to   be   the  first  day,   so  far  as   the   Second   Army   was 
concerned,  of  the  operations  which   were  to  culminate  in  the 
victorious  field  of  Mukden,  and  the  rout  of  the  Russian  Army. 

*  About  50  milefl  north-west  of  Mukden. 

t  About  14  rniles  north-west  of  Ma-ma-chieh. 

I  For  movements  of  other  Armies,  see  Map  61. 

§  The  Japanese  wished  to  conoeal  their  artiilerj  positions  np  to  the 
last,  as  any  disclosure  of  the  whereabouts  or  existence  of  the  heavy 
artillery  might  indicate  whence  the  attack  would  come. — A.  H. 

II  This  order  is  practically  a  repetition  of  Nos.  4  and  5  of  the  2  lit 
February.— A.  H. 
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T!mt  day  and  the  next  wei'e  days  on  which  prelim m&ry  action 
UK>k  place,  and  may  be  called  the  iirat  phaae ;  the  seconii 
^xt€niled  from  the  Ist  to  the  4th  March,  and  includds  the 
a^Bault  and  capture  of  the  first  line,  and  the  pursuit  theiN^from  ; 
white  the  thirtl  phase,  from  the  5th  Mai^h  eo'^ards,  deab  with 
the  attack  ypon  the  Russian  second  line. 

Tlic  area  in  which  the  Second  Army  would  manoeuvre  thu^ 
mcluded  ground  on  both  banks  of  the  Hun,  and  that  which 
lies  a  few  miles  to  the  south- weat  &ide  of  Mukden.  Fear^  had 
been  entertained  lest  the  sun,  whose  rays  were  daily  waxing 
flftronffer,  should  so  weaken  the  ice  upon  that  river  as  to  render 
tug  operations  unavoidable.  Should  this  have  proved  to 
I  the  cftee,  movements  would  have  been  seriously  impeded,*  but 
tunately,  at  the  date  on  which  the  battle  opened,  the  cold 
cc^ntiDued,  though  not  with  such  intensity  as  to  Uiake  night 
itions  a  source  of  very  great  discouiforLf  Ah  in  the  case  of 
ay  of  the  earlier  struggles  of  the  war,  the  battle  of  Mukden 
was  U>  he  also  one  uf  localities.  The  numerous  villages  and 
oeetiaional  low  sandhills  which  dot  the  plain  were  atrongly  hehl 
by  the  Ruaaians,  white  the  waits  of  the  houses,  and  tiiose  which 
ganendly  Kurrounded  the  villager,  being  still  hard  lix)zen.  were 
ballet'- proof 4  The  general  character  of  the  country  is  similar 
to  thai  roand  Heikou-tai^land  the  ravines,  in  which  ran  frozen 
liTiiletii.  though  difficult  of  passage,  served  here  and  there  to 
mwm  troops,  guns,  and  transport  from  the  enemy >?  ahells  and 
view.  Those  villages,  immedmtoly  behind  which  the  Russians 
liad  paased  the  winter  in  their  huUt  uf  mud,  were  neatly  level 
with  the  ground,  for  in  order  to  obtain  firewotid  and  materials 
for  defence,  the  houseji  had  Ijeen  dismantled  with  an  unsparing 
Thu#*,  when  the  Japanese  infantiy  drove  tl*e  enemy  from 
village  obstinately  beld^  they  found  themselvus  expensed 
In  Uie  fire  of  guns  with  very  meagre  shelter.  Tu  iTacli  the 
point-4  held  by  the  enemy,  ground  devoid  of  any  cover  had  to  be 
eroeeed,  and  as  the  soil  was  s^till  frozen  as  at  Bei-kiiu>tai.  the 
eiperienee  of  that  battle  had  caused  expedients  t<-»  be  adopted 
to  mitigate  the  evil.  Sandbags  were  distributed  to  the  infantry, 
and,  hekire  the  attack  was  luuuched,  some  eaith  was  placed  in 
ih#m  and  carried  forward,  so  that  &  few  inches  of  cover  might 
bo  hftd*  OwMng»  howev^er,  to  their  weight,  wliich  impeded  nipid 
movement,  they  could  not  be  taken  far  forward  in  a  day  attackt 
but  when  ck*sing  on  the  enemy's  position  at  night  they  were 
of  uiHi.  The  i^lUer^'  profited  more  by  the  use  of  sjmdbags 
iimn  the  infantry,  for,  being  light  when  empty,  a  considerable 

*  The  ComManding  Gngineer  of  thm  Second  Armj  had  Arranged  ia 
1jriflg«»  the  Htm  ia  Sre  ht^urs. — A.  H. 

t  Set  oaftesof  froBtr-bite  in  the  Second  Army  occurred  in  ihe  buule  of 
Ifokd^n.  ^  "^  '  iloDel  Maophc!noii  baa  flino^  informod  me  that  there 
irete  70.     ^  iiv  is  eridentlf  wixtng.j—A.  H. 

I  At  ciriiiMtii  >  kiifies  the  w»lls  ar«  penetrable  at  600  yftrdi.^  A.  U^ 

I  S««  t».  so;  Operations,  Set:ond  Army,  ^Oth  Ootobtr  1904  lo  ^th 
Jaiuttry  l505,^A.K, 
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number  could  be  carried  on  the  wagons,  and  these,  with  (he 
loose  eaith  that  lay  upon  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  what 
was  dug,  could  be  quickly  formed  into  a  parapet.  When  sand- 
bags were  deficient,  cover  for  guns  was  made  with  chests  and 
boxes  carried  from  the  nearest  village  and  then  filled  with  froasen 
clods.  It  may  seem  that  the  advantages  of  fighting  in  such  a 
country  and  at  such  a  season  were  entirely  on  the  side  of  the 
defenders,  but  where  the  ground  is  frozen  hard,  freedom  and 
rapidity  of  movement  for  foot,  horse,  and  wheels,  and  facility  of 
communication,  are  on  the  side  of  the  assailant  to  a  great  degree ; 
and  when  the  defender  of  localities,  with  shaken  moral,  is  once 
driven  forth,  his  only  way  to  safety  lies  over  ground  swept  by 
the  guns  and  rifles  of  his  evictor,  at  whose  mercy  he  remains 
until  some  haven  be  attained. 

First  Phase. 

17th  Feb.  About  3  a.m.  a  company  of  the  enemy's  infantry  appeared 
before  the  front  of  Colonel  Tomioka's  troops  in  the  neighbour- 
hool  of  Wan-chia-yuan-tzu  (D  3  S.E.),  while  two  companies 
advanced  towards  Pao-tzu-yen.  These  hostile  movements  were 
in  both  cases  driven  back. 

In  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  previous  day,  portions 
of  the  Japanese  artillery  opened  deliberate  fire  at  8  a.m.  and 
again  at  12  noon.  The  effect  produced  was  scarcely  noticeable, 
but  without  losing  a  moment  all  the  Bussian  guns,  heavy  and 
light,  opposite  the  Second  Army  replied,  disclosing  their  positions 
and  their  nature.  The  intervals  between  the  hours  laid  down 
by  General  Oku  for  the  bombardment  were  passed  in  quietness, 
for  the  two  opposing  armies  ceased  simultaneously  to  fire,  but 
at  night  the  Russians  broke  the  peace  by  re-opening  with  their 
guns  and  making  many  minor  attacks  alopg  the  line,  all  of 
which  were  speedily  repulsed. 

Nothing  of  an  unusual  nature  occurred  in  the  direction  of 
the  1st  Cavalry  Brigade,  and  on  its  left  the  Third  Army  reached 
at  noon  a  line  stretching  from  Ka-li-ma*  to  Pei-ta-tzu  through 
Lao-huang-ta.  For  the  28th  that  Army  was  ordered  to  push 
forward  and  occupy  a  front  extending  from  Chen  tzu-kang 
through  Niu-shin-tai  and  Chang-chia-wo-peng  to  San-tan-kao. 

On  the  extreme  right  of  the  Japanese  field  force  the  Yalu 
Army  was  progressing  towards  Ma-chun-tan. 

At  10  p.m.,  General  Oku  issued  the  following  orders  : — 

1.  The  Army  will  hold   itself  in   readiness   to   attack   to- 

morrow, every  division  being  prepared  to  do  so  at  a 
moment's  notice.  In  order  to  cover  the  advance  of  the 
1st  Cavalry  Brigade,  the  8th  Division  will  fire  upon 
the  enemy  at  Hou-ma-hui-lin-tzu  (B  4  N.w.)  with  part 
of  its  artiUery. 

2.  The  Heavy  Artillery  Brigade  will  be  ready  to  fire  fix)m 

its  positions,  if  required,  at  dawn. 

*  20  miles  west  of  ChaDg«ian. 
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3.  To  a^isi   the  movoment  of   the  Third  Aniij%  the   Ist 
Cavfilrj  Brigade  will  push  to  the  front  as  far  ad  possible 


and  drive  the 


ont  of  Hou-ma-htti-liii-tzu. 


enemy 

31st  Regiments  of  the  Army  reaerve  will 
hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  move  at  dawn. 
The  possibility  that  the  Third  Army  might  be  opjio^ed  tipoQ 
the  2Bth  m.ide  it  incumbent  upon  General  Oku  to  adopt  pre- 
cautionary meaaures  whereby,  if  need  arose,  pressure  in  its 
diniction  might  be  lightened,  and  for  this  reason  it  would  seem 
tliat  the  orders,  directing  everyone  t-o  be  ready  tu  attack,  were 
led. 


At  an  early  hour  along  the  whole  front  of  the  Second  Army  SitE 
a  delibetmte*  fire  of  guns  was  opened  to   which   the   eneiny 
replied.     By  the  afternoon  his  guns — fifty-six  field  and  twelve 
heavy — were  counted.     Nothing  occurre-1  throughout  the  day, 
but  liie  cavalry  brigaijj,  leaving  San*cbia*txu,   as  ordered,  and 
driviTjg  before  it  a  small  foi"ce  of  infantry  and   cavalry,  occupied     fl 
the  linci  from  Hou-ma-hui-Iin-tzu  to  Hsiao  pien-wai  with  the     H 
main  body  at  Huang-la-she  tzu.     Its  advance  had  been  assisted 
by  the  iniiependent  batteries  of  field  artillery  attached  to  the 
8th  Division t  which  tired  on  Hou-ma-hui-lin-tzu  from  a  position 
msar  Tu-tai-tzu  (R  4  K.E.), 

In  the  din^ctiun  of  the  First  Army  the  forward  movement 
was  continuLid,  its  right  wing  occupying  Hsi-ku-ling  and  Wang- 
fu  King,  while  ita  left  and  the  Fourth  Army  cannonaded  the 
po»itiou  befoi^  them.  The  28-cm.  howit^erB,  used  for  the  first 
tune  in  tlie  field  upon  this  day,  from  positions  near  the  railway 
line,  gave  BatisfMctory  results,  their  sbelU  wrecking  every  tiling 
with  which  they  came  in  contact. 

Again  the  Third  Army  a<lvaneed  unheeded  and  occupied  the 
line  arranged. 

At  8  p.m.  an  order  came  from  Marstial  Oyama  directing  the 
main  attack  to  begin  on  the  1st  March,  and  pointing  out  that 
the  duty  of  the  Second  Anny  was  to  occupy  the  enemy  a  first 
line  from  Chang* tan  to  Erh  tai*ta^u  (D  3  s.w.). 

Thereupon  General  Oku  gave  the  following  orders  for  tliat 
date  :— 

1.  The  Army  is  aWut  to  advance  to  the  line  es tending  Fmm 
Lao  shen*pu  (D  3  east)  to  Sa*hu-pu  (1>  2  S.E,),  but 
_^  will     first   secure   that  stretching   from   Chin*ahan-tai 

■  (D  3/4)  to  Chang^tau. 

H     S,  The  5tli  Division  from  dawn  will  advance  from  the  front 
H  Shen  tan-pu  to  Ya  t/>u*pao  (C  4  n:w,)  an<i  attiick  the 

H  enemy  holding  the  line  fmm  Li-chla-wo-peng  U>  Wang* 

H  chia-wo-peng,  and  if   possible  occupy   the    vicinity  of 

H  Chou-kuan-pu. 

*  To  tavo  aniEavmltOTi  for  a  prolonged  battle  divisional  <^mmaiidtffi 
wirr«  iirdrfftd  to  expend  it  with  paremioiiy.— A.  H. 

t  The  $tii  &tid  Q\h  Difiaioiie  were  organ lased  with  moniitain  bfttteriet.  —         , 
1.  H.  ^ 
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The  artillery  of  the  5th  Division,  including  the 
independent  batteries  attached  to  it,  will  be  under  the 
^  orders  of  the  brigadier-general  commandiug  the  heavy 
artillery  which  is  now  at  Liu-tiao-kao.  If  this  com- 
mander should  require  a  company  of  engineers  it  will 
be  furnished  from  the  division,  on  demand. 

3.  The  4th  Division  will  commence  operations  so  as  to  keep 

touch  with  the  5th  Division,  and  will  advance  from 
Shen-tan-pu  and  the  ground  to  the  east  of  it  and 
attack  the  enemy  on  the  line  Pei-tai-izu,  Huang^ 
(C  4  N.E.),  Chin-shan-tai.  If  possible  he  will  be  foroed 
from  it  and  the  line  Eu-chia-tzu  to  Erh-tai-tzu  occupied. 

4.  The   8th  Division   will  occupy   before    dawn    the   line 

extending  from  Ya-tzu-pao  (C  4  N.w.)  to  the  a^idhill 
about  1  mile  north  of  Tu-tai-tzu  (B  4  N.E.),  and  keep 
touch  with  the  5th  Division.  When  the  6th  Division 
begins  its  attack  the  8th  will  also  do  so,  and  will  try 
to  occupy  a  line  stretching  from  Ya-tzu-pao  to  the 
east,  thence  attacking  the  enemy  at  Chang-tan  and  in 
its  vicinity. 

5.  The  heavy  artillery  will  be  ready  in  its  positions  in  the 

neighbourhood  of  Liu-tiao-kao  (C  4)  before  dawn,  and 
when  day  breaks  will  bombard  the  enemy  at  Li-chia- 
wo-peng  and  Wang-chia-wo-peng  so  as  to  assist  the  5th 
Division  in  its  attfiick.  After  silencing  the  enemy's  guns 
it  will  direct  its  fire  against  the  artillery  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Chang-tan,  so  slu  to  help  the  8th  Division, 
and  some  of  its  guns  will  be  employed  to  support  the 
4th  Division. 

6.  The  artillery  of  the  5th  Division  will  be  under  the  orders 

of  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the  heavy  artillery, 
and,  if  that  officer  requires  a  company  of  engineers,  he 
will  obtain  it  on  demand  from  the  5th  Division. 

7.  Colonel  Tomioka's  detachment  will,  as  soon  as  the  Army 

begins  its  attack,  bombard  the  enemy  at  Ta- lien-tun* 
and  Ta-wu-ching-ying.f  so  as  to  assist  the  main  attack. 

8.  Major-Qeneral  Akiyama*s  force  will  remain  between  the 

Second  and  Third  Armies,  and  will  maintain  close  con- 
nection with  the  left  of  the  former  Army  and  protect 
its  left  flank  in  strength.  If  [>ossible  it  will  also  attack 
the  enemy  to  its  front  in  order  to  assist  the  main 
attack. 

9.  The  i-eaerve  of  the  Army  will  assemble,  at  6  a.m.,  at  its 

quarters  in  (C  4)  Ta-tai  and  Ku-cheng-tzu. 

General  Oku's  original  intention  on  receiving  instructions 
from  Marshal  Oyama  on  the  20th  was  to  make  Chang- tan  and 
its  vicinity  the  main  point  of  attack,  and.  with  this  view,  the 


*  North-west  of  Lin-sheug-pu  (E  3). 

t  Three  miles  west  of  Lin-stieng-pa  (E  v).— A.  H. 
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ordets  tsstidd  by  bim  on  the  night  of  the  28th  were  drawn  up, 
A  gpeat  fierce  of  artillery— 136*  guns  in  all — was  thert*fore 
ummod  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Liu-tiao-kao  before  which  and 
Ihc  impetaous  infantry  attack  it  was  hoped  thnt  the  Bolid  field 
works  of  the  Ku^sians   and   their  obstinate  defendei^  would 

K*ve  way.  The  brunt  of  the  battle  on  the  lat  March  would 
JI  upon  the  5th  Divkion,  while  the  imier  wings  of  the  4th 
and  8th  L>ivisioiis  would  be  also  serioualy  engaged.  East  of 
Ya>pa*tiii  (G  4  east),  where  the  line  bad  purposely  been  thinned 
to  help  the  operations  on  the  left,  no  attack  would  be  made,  the 
tiwpe  within  that  area  merely  holding  the  enemy'^  attention 
and  Eueniicitig  Imu  witli  their  guna. 

Second  Phase. 
V/hmk  day  broke  a  mist  hid  from  view  all  objects  at  a  lat  K«r. 
dtnteDcei  &nd  until  7-30  a.in.  the  heavy  artillery  could  not  open 
finp.  bat,  aft4*r  that  htuir.  battery  after  Wttery  tiepui  to  direct 
its  efforti!  againi^t  the  various  points  named  to  Ije  attacked, 
while  tiw  Hu2$sian  gtinap  light  and  heavy,  near  Glmng-tnti, 
Kti-chia-tzu  (0  3),  Pao-hsiang-titn  (D  3)»  and  Hei4iii*t>M  fiercely 
n?pli<^d.  As  on  the  loovemeuts  of  the  5th  Division  those  of  tho 
troops  on  either  Hank  depended,  all  eyes  were  turned  in  its 
direction,  and  about  8.30  a,m.  its  advance  l>egan.  Its  dis^ 
Iribuiiao  for  the  attack  was  in  three  column^,  which  were  as 
follows  : — 

Ri^ht  cotumn. — L/21st  Regiment  and  one  section  of  engineers, 
Cootfe  column- — 11.  and  in./21st  Regiment  and  one  company 
of  engineers. 

Left  column. — ^^1 1  th  Regiment  and  one  company  of  engineen ; 
wbilt!  in  reserve  was  the  4LHt  Regimen t.f 

Immediately  to  the  right  of  this  division  was  the  main  body 
or  left  of  the  4th  Division,  comprising  tho  IJHh  Brigade,  less  one 
faaitalion,  and  two  sections  of  engineers,  while  a  battalion  with 
a  Mction  of  eugineeis  held  Hsiao^tai-tzu  (C  4)  and  there  faced 
the  enemy  in  Huang-ti.  Behind  the  main  body  was  the  raserve. 
Th«  troopB  from  a  little  east  of  Shen-tan-pu  attacked  the  enemy 
at  Pri*tai'tznj  and  the  redoubt  contiguous  to  it  on  the  west,  and 
their  advance  was  almost  simultaneous  with  that  of  the  5th » 
while  their  artillery  for  the  most  part  tired  on  those  objoctivea, 
►rtioti  shelling  Iluang-ti  and  Chin-shan-tai  from  Ya-pa*tai, 
llie  Kth  I>ivi*4ion,  aceoi'ding  to  its  orders,  had  moved  befun'« 
light,  nnd  while  the  right  column,  consposed  of  one  l^attaliun, 
lained  upon  the  left  Wnk  of  the  Hun  to  link  it  with  tho 
Sih  Divisian,  a  larger  force  i>f  infantry  crossed  the  river,  the 
artillery  taking  (xset  at  Tu-t«i.i-txn  (B  4  north)  whence  it  oonld 
tire  on  Ymih-pu-tzu  (B  3   siE.)  and   Chang-tan.     Those   who 

*  Tba  134  gmia  wef  eotnpOMd  of  M  mmiatttui  jn^ni  i^  the  ^Ui 
Dififlioil«  18  field  gmiu  of  tUrit  diTiflioB,  m  gims  of  the  13th  R<igimeiit 
111  Artillery  Brigmde,  and  M  hei^vy  guns  or  ho wi tiers* — A,  H* 

f  A  ftw  munuiecl  ordorhes  wort*  atiiMslied  to  i?ftob  eolnmp. — A,  H, 
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passed  to  the  right  bank  formed  the  centre,  oonaLBting  of  a 
brigade,  less  one  battalion,  and  a  company  of  engineers,  the 
left  consisting  of  one  brigade  of  artillery  and  one  battalion  of 
infantry. 

By  9  a.m.,  Major-General  Akiyama*s  force  had  readied 
Tu-tai-tzu,  its  artillery  firing  on  Chien  Nien-yu-pao  to  help  the 
8th  Division,  while  part  of  its  mounted  troops  occupied  the  low 
hills  west  of  Hou-ma-hui-lin-tzu  (B  4  N.W.). 

The  advance  of  the  left  column  of  the  6th  Division  gave 
promise  of  success,  and  though  the  fire  of  guns  and  rifles  poured 
upon  it  was  extremely  heavy,  a  point  from  200  to  800  yards 
from  the  little  sandhill  near  Wang-chia-wo-peng  was  reached. 
The  right,  whose  object  of  attack  was  Li-chia-wo-peng,  found  the 
force  there  very  strongly  entrenched,  and,  as  at  Wang-chia-wo- 
peng,  supported  by  machine  guna  The  enemy,  too,  was  sending 
up  reinforcements,  and,  though  life  was  sacri6eed  without  a 
thought,  the  utmost  it  could  do  was  to  advance  to  a  line  some 
four  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  worka 

Similarly  the  4th  Division  had  arrived  close  to  Pei-tai-ten 
(C  3  south)  but  annihilation  would  have  attended  any  efforts 
made  then  to  go  further  to  the  front  The  Russians,  realiang 
that  a  very  serious  attempt  was  beine  made  to  oust  them  from 
the  ground  which  had  been  theirs  for  months,  brought  up  a 
large  force  of  artillery,  and,  by  the  afternoon,  played  inoee<> 
santly  with  some  250  guns  upon  the  troops  lying  in  the  open 
and  on  the  line  of  defence  behind. 

When  darkness  came  the  5th  Division  had  its  left  upon 
the  sandhill  south-west  of  Wang-chia-wo-peng  and  its  right 
near  a  similar  feature  400  yards  south-east  of  li-^ohia-wo-peng. 
The  enemy,  who  held  strong  works  in  front  of  these  villages, 
still  resisted  obstinately,  and  showod  no  signs  of  giving  way,  and, 
bulldog-like,  the  Japanese  too  held  to  their  ground.  They  had 
now  arrived  so  close  to  their  object  that  under  ordinary  oir* 
cumstances  an  attempt  would  have  been  made  to  take  it  by  a 
rush,  but  the  fire  that  met  them  was  so  deadly  that  to  do  so 
was  impossible. 

Beyond  the  Hun,  part  of  Major-General  Akiyama's  foree 
advanced  and  occupied  Chang-chia-wo-penff  (B  8)  at  12.50  pjn., 
but,  coming  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire  n*om  Ssu-fang-tai,  its 
movement  stopped.  At  1  p.m.  the  centre  column  of  the  8th 
Division,  part  of  which  had  for  a  time  been  able  to  advance  in 
safety  up  the  river  bed,  disregarding  shells  and  bullets,  made 
for  Yueh-pu-tzu  in  one  long  rush  of  some  600  yards  and  drove 
the  Russians  from  the  place.  Beyond  that  point  it  could  not 
go,  for  Chang-tan  was  held  in  great  force,  and  from  infantry  in 
Chien  Nien-yu-pao  came  a  hot  flanking  fire.  With  the  latter 
village  and  Ssu-fang-tai  still  in  the  enemy's  hands,  neither 
Major-Qeneral  Akiyama's  force  nor  the  8th  Division  was  capable 
of  progress.  At  8  &m.  news  had  reached  Army  Head-Quarters 
that  about  one  regiment  of  Russian  infantry  and  a  battalion 
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of  •rtillery  wem  tuoving  south-west  from  Pa-yin-tai  (B  3) 
on  SfiQ'fkng-tai,  and  that  in  arldition  some  5,000  infantry, 
wert  oiaremng  theni^e  from  Hai  Wien-jm-pEo.  Consequently 
mi  2,80  p,ni*,  two  battalions  from  the  31st  Begim^nt  of  the 
Army  reserve  at  Ko-cbeng-tzu  were  sent  across  the  Hun  by 
Htt^kou-tai. 

At  4  p.m.  important  infortnation  was  fient  in  by  the  \&i 
Cavalry  Brigade,  from  which  it  appeared  that  about  that  hour 
put  of  the  Thinl  jVnny  had  come  up  and  had  begxin  to  attack 
Htiii-fatig-t&i  (B  tl),*  It  was  hoped  that  the  pressure  about  to 
bt  #x0rcieed  in  that  quarter  would  soon  relie%^e  the  dangerous 
attttalioi]  of  the  5th  ]>i vision,  whose  centre  aod  right,  aided  by 
m  h«*iry  artillery  fire,  bad  however  succeeded  in  taking  the 
MiHltilll  aouth-eaat  of  Ii*chia-'Wo-peng  at  S  p.m.  Before  that 
bottr,  at  5.50  p.m.,  Oencml  Oku  had  tiespatehed  a  bnttnlion  of 
the  42Eid  liniment  with  the  regimental  commander  to  help  to 
iQStore  the  fight. f  The  left  wing  too^  hrnl  endcavotired  to 
idvaucc  when  it  grew  dark,  but  ^n  attempt  inarle  by  it  to  reach 
the  ont*niy'a  lines  at  ha)f*pai^t  eight  failed.  So  near  now  were 
the  opposing  forces  that  the  nearest  men  of  both  were  but  a  t 
Btofies  throw  from  eacli  other  During  the  night  reinforce- 
meota  reached  thv  enemy,  and  counter  attacks^,  for  which  the 
JapuiOflO  were  on  their  guard*  were  maije  and  were  repul^d* 

The  troopB  of  the  4th  DiviBjon  were  in  a  situation  not  unlike 
thai  of  their  er^mrades  of  the  5th,  for  their  left  wing  faced  the 
redoabt  and  village  of  Pei-tai-tzu  (C  3  soutb),  and  awn  would 
try  to  take  them  by  u  ruBli,  More  to  tli*^  eiist  tio thing  unusual 
liad  occurred  this  Juy.  lliere  the  force  consi8ted  of  the  right 
wing  of  tlie  4th  Division  at  Ya-pa-tai.  the  ^Sltb  Regiment  with 
a  battery  of  captureil  mortars  from  IIan-»han-tai  to  Tai-ping- 
chuMig,  and  beyond  tliera  Colonel  l*omiokaa  troops. 

Hwd-Quarters  of  the  Army  atill  remained  at  Kou-t^u*yen 
(C  4),  and  ita  reserve  wiia  now  reduced  to  two  and  a  half 
biLttalions  of  infantry  in  Ta-tai  (C  4). 

Oulaide  the  region  of  the  Second  Anny^of  the  other  Japanese 
armieci  the  Fourth  Army  was  busily  engaged  agaitiBt  Wan-pao 
flhan,  or  a*^  the  Euasians  call  it,  Putilov  HHl,  and  the  First  had 
tliiii  flay  taken  Tung-kou  Shan, 

At  9  p;nL  General  Oku  issued  orders  in  which  he  merely 
stated  tliat  the  action  of  tlie  day  would  be  continueil  on  the 
morrow.  A  little  after  1 1  p,m,  an  urder  came  from  Manchuriim 
Army  Heiwl-Quartei'H  directing  him  to  send  Major-General 
Aktyania  s  cavali-y  brigade   on  the  2nd  Ui   the  Third   Army. 


*  No  mfc»nnatioii  cnrad  dirsot  from  the  TKird  Ann  v  thi0  daj^  althon^b 
it  it  glMod  tit  lit  Its  ielegrnpli  corjm  worked  cxtn^mely  woU.  The  rapid 
•dvaoi^  of  thftt  mrmj  nm\  the  f»ct  rlmt  ChiDesQ  tranaport  eurim  eat  the» 
Qable#  of  the  tolt^ubpuc?  in  ierera)  pUir^ea  hf  driTing  ov«r  them  wort  thie 
Ak  oaOMa  i  and  brt»akji  in  obblos  or  damage  thereto  take  longer  to  Had 

to  brttlca  ID  ovtirUead  ^Yt^«».— A.  H. 

|t  ITtarly  aU  thi^  regiuiental  atid  battalioQ  commander*  had  bepn  killed 

Firaciiido<L^A,  \L 
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The  cavalry  regiments  of  the  5th  and  8th  Divisions  at  present 
with  that  brigade  were  to  be  withdrawn  in  order  to  rejoin  the 
Second  Army.  Accordingly  these  regiments  were  placed  under 
the  orders  of  the  commander  of  the  8th  Division,*  whose  troops 
were  situated  on  the  outer  flank  of  the  Second  Army's  line. 

The  fighting  of  all  three  divisions  of  the  army  on  the 
1st  March  had  been  exceptionally  severe,  and  the  losses  pro- 
portionately heavy,  but  this  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at  when 
it  is  remembered  that  the  attack  of  the  Japanese  was  a  purely 
frontal  one,  and  that  the  defensive  line  against  which  they 
advanced,  though  covered  only  in  a  moderate  degree  by  obstacles, 
was  very  strong  and  little  liable  to  damage  from  artiUery. 
Apart  from  the  marked  characteristic  of  the  assailants,  which 
led  them  always  to  assault  the  strongest  points,  it  may  be  con- 
cluded that  the  intention  of  Oeneral  Oku  in  hurling  his  men 
against  so  well-prepared  a  place  was,  if  possible,  to  take  it,  or, 
at  the  least,  hold  the  enemy  firmly  there,  and  thus  draw  off 
attention  from  the  Third  Army  and  prevent  troops  from  being 
sent  against  it 

tnd  Kara  ^t  2.50  a.m.  information  came  from  the  1st  Cavalry  Brigade 
to  the  following  effect: — The  enemy  who  had  been  holding 
Ssu-fang-tai  had,  in  the  evening,  gradually  b^an  to  retire, 
and  by  10.30  p.m.  part  of  the  9th  Division  of  the  Third  Army 
had  occupied  that  village.  General  Nogi's  left  was  now  reported 
to  be  on  the  line  from  Tang-tzu-kang-tzu  (B  2)  to  Shan-hai,f  and, 
to  the  north-west,  part  of  his  cavalry  had  taken  Ta-min-tun 
(A  2).  Prior  to  the  arrival  of  this  welcome  news  General  Oku 
was  in  doubt  whether  to  accede  or  not  to  a  request  which  had 
been  made  by  the  commanders  of  the  4th  and  5th  Divisions 
that,  in  view  of  the  high  spirits  of  theii*  officers  and  men  per- 
mission might  be  given  to  make  a  general  attack  before  dawn. 
After  anxiously  considering  the  situation  he  had  approved,  and 
the  order  intimating  his  decision  had  gone  forth  Thus  the 
4th  Division  was  in  readiness,  at  2  a.m.,  to  char^  the  redoubt 
and  village  that,  during  the  day  before,  had  mocked  its  utmost 
efforts,  while  the  5th  and  8th  Divisions — both  of  which  had 
remarked  some  tokens  of  unrestfuiness  before  them — awaited, 
too,  a  propitious  moment  to  assault.  Snow  was  falling  heavily, 
obscuring  distant  view — a  circumstance  that  from  the  nearness 
of  the  combatants  mattered  little — when  about  5.60  a.m.  the 
left  wing  of  the  5th  Division  forced  its  way  into  the  village  of 
Wang-chia-wo-peng,  the  right  occupying  Li-chia-wo-peng  at 
half -past  seven.  From  the  latter  village  the  enemy  was  pursued 
to  Chang-cbuang-tzu  (C  3)  and  it  was  also  taken.  Thence  a 
heavy  fire  was  poured  upon  the  Russians,  who  precipitately 

•  These  regnments  bad  one  squadron  with  their  divisions.  It  is 
believed  that  the  2nd  Beserve  Regiment  joined  the  8th  Division  from 
the  cavalry  brigade,  and  its  presence  with  that  division  will  be  i«marked 
upon  later. — A.  H. 

t  2}  miles  due  north  of  Yang-tsu-kang-tza. 
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fed  towanls  Su-liupu  (D  2  south)  and  up  the  right  bank  of 
Ibe  FTuti. 

At  2  a.m.  the  4th  Division  h&d  charged  the  redoubt  at 
P^-lai-tzu  (C  3  south)  aod,  in  spite  of  heavy  losses,  took  that 
work.  Unfortunately  at  the  very  moment  wheu  their  object 
wai  attained  the  enemy's  reinforcements  reached  the  ground — 
Of  perhaps  a  counter-attack  was  made — and  the  brave  attackers 
wero  driven  back^  losing  several  prisoners  whom  they  had  taken. 
Niilliii^  daunted  by  ao  tant^iztng  a  repulse,  a  brief  pause 
WM  aiada,  and  at  4,30  am.  the  redoubt  and  village  were  once 
apaan  aaeaulted;  both  fell,  the  enemy  hurrying  oflf  towards 
Ku-chia-tzu  and  Erb-tai-tzu,  leaving  360  dead  and  several 
prbcuMti  behmd, 

Woil  of  the  Hun^  where  the  pi^esenoe  of  the  Third  Army 
m&m  directly  felt,  the  commander  of  the  centre  column 

tlie  8tli  Division,  on  hearing  about  diiwn  from  a  paiiy 
to  reoonnoitre  that  the  defenders  of  Chang -tan  (C  3  8*w.) 
Um  in  number  thau  on  the  day  before,  at  once  sent 
a  portion  of  his  men,  and  the  remainder  coming  up 
behind,  the  place  was  taken  and  the  enemy  driven  north  of  it. 
T!ie  right  wing  of  the  division  now  arrived  and  joined  the 
centre,  while  the  left,  which  had  suspended  operations  until 
dayligtitf  cannonaded  Chien  Nien-yu-pao  (B  3),  and  at  8  am., 
obeenrin^  that  its  defenders  were  conforming  to  the  genera! 
rear waroT movement  from  Chang- tan,  took  the  former  place. 

Thus  the  first  line  of  defence  fell  into  the  Second  Army's 
Hand^  a  resulti  more  especially  in  the  ci^e  of  tlie  Kth  Division, 
attributable  in  no  Amall  degree  to  the  arrival  of  the  Third 
ly  on   itfi   I<^ft.      In   anticipation   of  this  guccesa   Marsha^ 

.ma  hft^l  instructed  General  Oku  beforehand  how  he  should 
act,  for  on  tlii.'«  occa^ioti  it  was  not  intended  that  the  retreat 
fihould  take  place  unmolested.  At  all  co&te  the  enemy  inus* 
lir  m^ide  to  iight  decisively,  and,  to  prevent  his  slipping  from 
the  toils  of  the  net  designed  to  fall  around  him,  the  jjursuit  of 
the  Second  Army  must  come  upon  him  from  a  north- west«^rly 
difi*citon.  Shortly  before  issuing  orders  for  such  a  utovement  a 
caplared  map  wa^  bruugh t  to  Army  Head-Quartem,  which  showed 
thai  the  villages  behind  the  captured  line  were  in  a  condition  of 
defence,  and  this  letl  to  tht?  belief  tliat  heavy  opposition  might 
nUl  be  met  Bearing  this  ami  Um  instructions  in  mind,  Qeueral 
Oku  gave  the  following  ordens  at  9.30  aan, : — 

L  TTie  Army  will  this  day  advance  up  the  left  bank  of  the 
Hun,  and  try  to  foice  the  enemy  to  the  north -ea«t.* 

2,  Tlie  §th  Divkion,  as  soon  a«  it  has  made  the  neeeasary 
preparations,  will  attack  the  enemy  at  Chou-kuan-pii 


*  M^nhal  Qyama'a  order  mid  from  the  norfh-wmU  leading  to  the 
■itioti  thai  the  Second  Armj  vru^  to  swing  round  its  IM  m  order 
rvnii   imm   that    pnint  of  the  cuuipass.      Gtaonkl   ^>ka   evidtntljr 
tlyii  tio  WAS  in  follow  op  front  tho  Hcnitb-waAlr  towards  tiie 
Pi>.siiiU1y  tb«  iirati6laU>r  mnj  t>o  ^t  tmiiU  but  it  wom  found 
ble  ta  okar  up  tliu  point,— A.  H. 
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(0  8),  occupy  it  and  reconnoitre  his  dtoation  at 
Ta  Han-tai,  Hsiao  Han-tai,  and  Fu-chia-chuang. 
8.  The  8th  Division,  as  soon  as  it  has  made  the  necessaiy 
preparations,  will  advance  and  occupy  Wang-pu-tw 
(C  3  centre)  and  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  sitttation  at 
Tou-tai-tzu  and  Ma-tou-lan.  This  division  will  maintain 
connection  with  the  Third  Army. 

4.  The  4th  Division  will  advance  as  soon  as  it  has  made 

the  necessary  preparations  and  occupy  the  line  from 
Pao-hsiang-tuu  (D  8  s.w.)  to  Eu-chia-tzu  (C  8  8.B.),  and 
reconnoitre  the  enemy's  situation  at  Yang-shu-Un-tsa 
and  Meng-ta-pu. 

5.  The  Heavy  Artillery  Brigade  will  endeavour  with  the 

least  possible  delay  to  move  from  its  present  pofiition 
'  to  one  south  of  Shen-tan*pu  (C  4  north). 

6.  The   Army   reserve   will   assemble  as  soon  as   possible 

immediately  to  the  south  of  Shen-tan-pu. 

According  to  these  orders  each  division — in  spite  of  the 
fatigue  and  privation  which  had  been  incident  to  the  serious 
fighting  of  the  past  thirty-six  hours — began  to  advance. 

4tth  Division. — When  the  4th  Division  by  its  successful 
night  attack  had  occupied  Pei-tai-tzu  (C  3  south),  the  enemy 
still  held  Huang-ti — a  village  lying  2,000  yards  to  the  south- 
east. Opposite  it  at  Ya-pa-tai  was  a  battalion  of  that  division, 
the  commander  of  which  unit  had,  shortly  before  8  a.nL,  sent 
forward  a  reconnaissance.  The  garrison  of  the  place  and  its 
works  were  reported  to  be  strong,  but  signs  of  disturbance  were 
observed.  Thereupon  he  decided  to  try  and  occupy  it  by  a 
sudden  rush,  and,  bringing  up  his  men,  succeeded  in  the  venture 
at  9  a.m. 

The  left  of  the  division,  some  time  later,  began  to  move  on 
Ku-chia-tzu,  in  which  operation  it  was  greatly  helped  by  the 
13th  Ai-tillerj'  Regiment,  sent  to  join  it  from  the  heavy  brigade. 
The  batteries  took  position  north-east  of  Hsiao-shu-tzu,  whence 
they  exchanged  fire  with  the  enemy's  artillery  at  Hsiao-han-tai. 
Noting  the  direction  in  which  the  infantry  was  pressing  on, 
the  ffuns  moved  forward  to  Pei-tai-tzu,  and  on  arriving  there  a 
portion  resumed  the  duel  with  Hsiao-han-tai,  while  the  greater 
number  of  the  batteries  fired  on  Ku-chia-tzu.  Under  cover  of 
their  shells,  the  left  of  the  division  reached  the  latter  village, 
having  suffered  comparatively  little  loss,  and  driving  the  enemy 
back,  took  with  a  portion  of  its  force,  an  hour  later,  the 
village  of  Erh-tai-tzu.  Seeing  these  movements  on  his  left. 
Colonel  Kawakami  with  the  34th  Regiment  concluded  that  the 
time  had  come  when  he  too  must  join  issue  with  the  Russians, 
and,  leaving  the  entrenchments  of  the  main  defensive  line 
between  Han-shan-tai  (D  4),  and  Tai-ping-chuang,  took  Fu-chia- 
chuang  (C  3  east)  at  midnight 

The  casualties  of  the  4th  Division  on  the  Ist  and  2nd  March 
totalled  about  1,200  men,  while  of  the  enemy  before  it  360 
killed  were  buried  and  30  prisoners  taken. 
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SiA  Bivimon, — ^The  5th  Divimon  aasembled  ite  troops  in  the 
^■ro  vi'lla^0  eaptnred  early  iti  the  morniDg,  %nd  changing  its 
^BtriKutioii  into  one  columu,  prepared  to  follow  up  the  eoemy. 
The  advanced  guanJ,  nnder  Major-General  Suriisawa,  consiBted 
of  a  neetion  of  cavalry,  the  greater  part  of  the  5tli  Begiment 
of  mountain  artillery,  a  comp«iny  of  engineei^,  and  the  41st 
Infantry  Regiment ;  and  the  main  body  under  Lieut-Geneml 
Kigfiebi  followed.  Hearing  that  Chou-knaii-pn  (C  H)  waa  still 
strongly  held,  the  latter  geneml  sent  up  half  of  the  42Dd  Reglmont 
to  join  the  advanced  guard,  and,  by  its  help,  that  village  was 
secured  at  6  p.m.,  the  enemy  dying  in  disorder  towards  the 
north  and  east  Shonly  afterwards  the  main  body  came  up, 
and  a  halt  for  the  night  was  made. 

The  lipases  suffered  by  this  division  on  the  Ist  and  2nd 
March  greatly  exceeded  those  of  the  4th  and  Bth  iJiviaions, 
amaunting  to  aome  2,600  all  ranks  in  killed  and  wounded, 
while  of  the  enemy  before  it  470  bodies  were  buried,  showing 
that  his  casualties  t^jo  had  not  been  light* 

8£A  JHvi&ian.-^Aiier  occrupying  Cbaog-tan,  the  8th  Division 
hAiM  prattled  on  and  taken  Ho^ckia^chuang.  Tltere  arrangements 
ribr  Iha  pursuit  wei^  made,  two  columuii  being  formed  instead 
of  three 

The  right  column  was  composed  of  the  original  right  and 
centre  columns,  and  in  the  left  column  no  change  was  made, 
while  the  two  battalions  of  the  31  st  sent  up  by  Qeoeral  Oku 
from  his  re^erve^  were  kept  under  lieut^-Qeneral  Tatsumi's 
hand.  Thus  the  troops  moved  on,  keeping  touch  with  the 
6tb  Dtviiion,  and  lialted  for  the  night  in  Wang-hsi-tai  (C  3 
centre)  and  Batao  li-pu-tzUf  the  main  body  quartering  behind 
in  Ho-ehia-ch  tiling. 

Tb^  oaaualttcs  o{  the  diviaion  on  the  let  and  2nd  Marcli 
nambei^  about  I,600«  and  of  the  enemy  only  150  dead  were 

Opposite  Colonel   Tomiuka'B   Detachment  the  enemy   waa 
^fetioeu  firing  the   villages  and  making  preparations  to  retire, 
Hhu  wen^  directed  against  him.  and^  where  distance  pormitt^ilj 
rifle  fire,  but  when  niglit  came  be  still  held  hh  defencee. 

Part  of  the  Third  Army  tins  day  occupied  3an-tai*tifa  (0  3 

north)  and   Fiao-to-tzu,  and  the  Fourth  Army  was  again  buailj 

^■iBMd  with  the  enemy  bffore  it     The  Btate  of  thL^  other  arm  lea 

Hmd  Qeneral  Oku  to  llic  conclusion  tlmt  Uie  pursuit  must  be 

eoodtiotoi  with  more  vigour^  and  at  9  SO   p.m,  he  issued  the 

ft^llowing  orders  :— 

L  The  Army  will  continue  the  pursuit  to-morrow,  and  press 

the  enemy  towanls  the  north -east. 
2.  The  5th  l)ivi.^ion  will  leave  Chou-kuan-pu  (08) at  6-30 a.nL, 
H  atid  march  if  possible  to  tlie  line  (D3)  Ta-chuang-hD- 

H  Hsin-kai-ho,      Its  right   will    not   move   south-east   of 

H  the  line  of  villages,  Ta  Hantai,  Rsin-tai-tJ5U,  and  Shui- 

H  toHshang-tai,    while   it«  leffc   will    keep  along  the 
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Hsiao-chao-wo-peng  to  Hsin-kai-ho.  A  battalion  and 
a  half  of  infantry  will  be  left  under  the  regimental 
commander  at  Chou-kuan-pu  as  part  of  the  Army 
reserve, 

3.  The  4th  Division  will  march  at  6.30  a.m.  from  the  line 

(C  3  &E.)  Hsiao-han-tai^ — Ku-chia-tzu  and  try  and 
reach  that  of  Ta-chuang-ho — Ku-chia-tai  (D  8).  It  will 
move  over  the  ground  immediately  south-east  of  that 
along  which  the  right  of  the  5th  Division  marches. 

4.  The   8th  Division   will    meirch  at  6.30  ajxl   from  the 

neighbourhood  of  Wang-pu-tzu  (C  3  centre),  the  main 
body  keeping  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Hun^  and  will 
occupy  the  line  Hsin-kai-ho  to  Wai-chia-pu  (D  2  south). 
The  duty  of  the  8th  Division  being  to  assist  in  sur- 
rounding the  enemy's  right,  a  strong  connection  wiU 
be  maintained  with  the  Third  Army. 

5.  Colonel  Tomioka's  Detachment  will  remain  on  its  present 

line,  and  fire  upon  the  enemy  in  iront  of  it^  to  assist 
the  advance  of  the  4th  Division. 

6.  The  infantry  and  artillery  at  Shen-tan-pu  will  assemble 

ready  to  march  at  6  a.m.f 

Mar.  As  no  doubts  were  longer  entertained  that  the  enemy  was 
in  full  retreat,  ^he  spirit  of  the  troops  rose  high,  and  each 
division  prepared  to  advance  in  two  columna  The  weather, 
however,  was  somewhat  unfavourable,  for  in  the  morning  a 
strong  north-west  wind  rose,  which  increased  during  the  after- 
noon, raising  dust  and  making  observation  difficult. 

5th  Division. — ^The  5th  Division  left  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chou-kuan-pu  at  6  a.m.,|  moving  in  two  columns.  The  left 
column,  under  Major-Qeneral  Surizawa,  consisted  of  one  and  a 
half  sections  of  cavalry,  the  5th  Regiment  of  mountain  artillery, 
one  company  of  engineers,  and  the  4  ist  Infantry  Regiment.  The 
right  column  comprised  one  section  of  cavalry,  the  independent 
battalion  of  field  artillery,  one  company  of  engineers,  l./21st 
and  1^  battalions  42nd  Regiment.  The  remainder  of  the  troops 
formed  the  main  body  of  the  division.  The  left  column  reached 
Hsiao-chia-wo-peng  (C  3)  at  7  a.m.,  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy, 
who  was  holding  the  walls  of  Tou-tai-tzu  with  one  regiment. 
By  9  a.m.  he  was  driven  out,  and  soon  after  Ma-tou-lan  was 
taken.  The  right  column,  encountering  small  bodies  of  the 
enemy  on  its  march,  forced  them  back  and  arrived  at  9.50  a.m. 
at  Hsin-tai-tzu.  Beyond  this  point  it  was  seen  that  a  regiment 
of  infantry  held  the  village  of  Ta-wang-chiang-pu,  and  to  help 
the  left  column  a  movement  was  made  against  that  place  from 


*  Partly  oocnpied  at  night. — A.  H. 

t  Army  reserve  leas  one  and  a  half  battalions  of  infantry  at  Ghoa- 
knan-pn — A.  H. 

X  This  was  half-au-hour  before  the  time  ordered,  bnt  a  good  deal  of 
licence  seems  to  be  allowetji  to  divisions  in  such  matters.^  A.  fi. 
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wliich  the  anemy  was  eveotuaLly  pushed  off  tow&rdB  the  north- 


Bih  Di%nsion, — The  left  column  of  the  8tb  Divisioti,  beliiud 
which  e?ime  the  main  hoAy,  inarched  from  Hsiao  Li*pii*tzu 
(C  3  west),  at  6  &,iii»,  and  passed  through  Piao-to-tzu,  driving 
before  it  &mall  parties  of  the  enemy,  and  artiving  at  Hou- 
-wo-'peng  (D  3  north)  at  11  a.ni>  The  right  eolunm  left 
hsi-tai  at  6, SO  :i.m  ,  and  crossing  to  the  left  bank  of  the 
Hun,  &nd  keeping  toucli  with  the  5th  Division,  arrived  at  2  pjn, 
at  lA-la-pu  (D  S  on  branch  mil  way).  Here  it  found  fiart  of 
tliat  diirision^  which  made  its  own  presence  there  superfluous* 
II  therefore  tried  to  re-cross  the  river,  but  the  banks  were  steep 
and  the  passage  had  to  be  eHected  opposite  Li -ta*pn  (C  3  N.IlX* 
eoon  after  reaching  which  place  the  left  eolumn  of  the  division 

joined. 

Mk  DiviaimL — As  the  enemy  was  close  in  front  of  this 
nHsioo  it  moved  deployed  for  the  attack  and  not  in  column  of 
route  aa  did  the  other  divisions.!  The  march  of  the  right  wing 
ltd  over  gn>und  Iwlonging  properly  to  Colonel  Kiiwnkarai's 
Btlaehment,  which  had  occupied  Pao-hsiang-tun  (D  3  s.w.)  at 
5.30  a»m*,  and*  at  S  a.m.,  in  conjunction  with  thf^  left  of  Colonel 
loka*a  troops,  had  entered  Hei-lin-tai.  The  left  column 
at  6  a.m*,  and,  completely  occupying  Hsiao- ban- tai  (C  ^), 
Dontinued  tbe  pursuit,  a  moveinent  in  which  it  was  assisted  by 
the  <iiviaional  artillery  at  Ya-pa-iai. 

Tlic  share  of  Colonel  Tomioka's  Detachment  in  driving  back 
tbe  oooupants  of  Ileidin'tai  wns  due  to  the  initiative  of  that 
copimanaerj  who,  despite  strict  injunctions  to  maintain  the  line 
<]f  defence  between  the  4th  and  6th  Divisions,  decided  thitt  the 
time  htMl  G4)rne  when  he  must  help  by  movincr  forwarri  some* 
what  witli  his  left.  His  men — e^teept  three  battations  of  the 
♦th  Division  were  leaerv^ists,  some  of  them  veterans  of  the 
Cbtn*-Japan  war,  and^  though  numerically  they  were  rather 
weak^  this  disadvantage  wa^  compensated  for  in  great  measure 
by  their  quality.  Army  Hcad^QuartersJ  had  left  Kou-tzu-yen 
at  9  a.m.  and  proceeded  Hrst  to  Shcn-tan*pu,  and  the  reserve^ 
was  at  the  latter  village  and  at  Ku^hia-tzu. 

At  Uils  time  (9  a,m»)  the  Tbird  Army  woa  before  the  enemy 
at  Chang-tien  |1  (C  3  north). 


*  Tbe  <}U^hin|t  of  tli^ae  ooltmitis  is  one  of  the  rare  initmnoes  of  bad 

jf  arr  IS  that  h 0.8  be^ti  notioed.     The  right  coltiinn,  too,  lityl  the 

fleJd  giiii  '    no  clotiiit  made  the  re-crosaiug  more  ditliauk.— A.  TI. 

t  Aa  thid  gniand  is  qait«  open  the  troopa  mtght  ii.tl  ba?«}  moved 
dcplorML— '^A*  H, 

t  ee  many  ef  tho  villiiges  near  the  line  of  defence  were  in  rains  thai 
Aintf  Head-Qaartem  hud  mj  wait  till  the  troope  had  got  well  forward 
ia  oAfir  t9  obtain  qnftrtors.^'A.  H. 

I  The  rcferre  had  tu-daj  iwo  very  weak  battaliotre  of  the  21*t 
ftmoMiil  with  it.*-A*  \i* 

II  Thli  plaoe  must  do!  be  ooti fused  with  Chaog-tan  to  the  oorfch  h/ 
wmt  of  which  it  lies,  tkhonl  7  mil©4.— A.  H. 
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General  Okn  now  thought  it  time  io  bmat  further  orden 
regarding  the  conduct  of  the  pursuit,  for  the  basis  of  his 
orders  of  9.30  a.m.  of  the  2nd  had  been  that  the  enemy  would 
ofier  a  strong  resistance,  an  assumption  now  founa  to  be 
incorrect. 

At  11.30  a.m.,  therefore,  the  following  orders  were  given 
out : — 

1.  The  Army  will  pursue   the  enemy  on  the  line   from 

Shao-kuo  (D  3  east)  to  Tung-nan-tao  (D  2). 

2.  The  8th  Division,  connecting  with  the  9th  Division  of 

the  Third  Army  now  engaged  with  the  enemy  at 
Chang-tien,  will  go  as  far  forward  as  the  line  Tung- 
nan-tao— Shah-ti  (D  2). 

3.  The   5th   Division   will   follow  the  enemy  to   the   line 

Ssu-liang-tang-pu  (D  3  north)— Tung-erh-pu,  its  right 
taking  the  direction  Ta-chuang-ho,  Tin-erh-pu,  and 
Tung-erh-pu. 

4.  The  4th  Division  will  advance  to  the  line  Shao-kuo — 

Tung-erh-pu. 

5.  When  the  right  of  the  4th  Division  passes  the  village  of 

Hsing-chia-tai-tzu  (D  3  east).  Colonel  Tomioka,  with 

the  troops  from  Wan-chia-yuan-tzu,  will  attack  Ta-wu- 

ching-ying.     The  remainder  of  his  force  will  hold  their 

present  line. 

At  this  time  General  Oku  was  anxious  regarding  that  part 

of  the  line  held  by  Colonel  Tomioka's  Detachment,  and  did  not 

yet  wish  to  move  it  bodily  to  the  front,  for  the  Fourth  Army 

was  still  heavily  engaged  and  in  difficulties  with  the  enemy  at 

Wan-pao  Shan  and  Han-chang-pu. 

According  to  these  orders  the  divisions  continued  their 
movement,  and,  only  meeting  slight  opposition,  arrived  generally 
upon  the  line  named,  the  extreme  left,  however^  being  somewhat 
to  the  south-west  of  it. 

The  4th  Division  stretched  from  San-chia-tzu  (D  8)  throtigh 
Shao-kuo  to  Huang-ti;  the  6th  from  the  west  of  Yin-erh-jm 
to  Ssu-liang-tang-pu,  and  the  8th  was  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Hun  in  the  vicmity  of  Wai-chia-pu  (D  2/3).  The  nieht  waB 
passed  by  the  divisions  covered  with  a  strong  outpost  line,  for 
the  enemy  was  close  at  hand.  Late  at  night  Ta*tai  (D  8  N.B.) 
was  taken  by  the  5th  Division,  and  Su-hu-pu  (D  2  8.1.)  waa 
occupied  by  a  small  party  of  that  division  and  of  the  8th.  The 
enemy  still  held  his  works  near  Colonel  Tomioka's  force,  and, 
being  especially  strong  about  Wan-chia-yuan-tzu  (D  3  B,B.), 
precautions  opposite  that  place  were  taken  by  the  Japanese. 

Army  Head-Quarters  moved  on  from  Shen-tan-pu  and  passed 
the  night  at  Hsin-tai-tzu  (C  3  east),  the  reserve  being  at 
Ta-lian-tai  and  Hsiao-han-tai. 

The  enemy,  who  had  fallen  back  during  the  day,  was 
reported  at  night  to  be  in  occupation  of  the  line  from  Huao-lin- 
tzu  (D/E  3)  through  Lan-shen-pu,  Pu-chia-tzu  and  Ta-tai  to 
Su-hu-pu. 
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Tha  Third  Army,   after  repulsing  what  was  eatimaied  to 
be  one  aiToj  corps  on  the  2nfi  and  Srd,  held  the  villager  of 
8sii-&ng-pn  (U  2)  aod  FIoU'Sai-clnn-pQ,  and  coming  up  jn  its 
direction  from  the  general  reserve  waa  the  3rd  i>i vision,  wliich 
hmi  croeseii  the  Hun  at  Chang-tan  about  mid-day  on  the  3rd* 
At  11  p^m.  General  Okri  i^ued  the  following  orders: — 
1,  The  Army  will  continue  to  pursue  the  enemy  to-morrow, 
and,  attacking  the  euemy  on  the  line  Ta-Uen-tun  (E  S) 
to  Sii-lm-pu*  (D  2  aK),  will  endeavour  to  erosA  to  the 
right  bank  of  the  Hun. 
%  The  4th  Division  will  march  at  dawn  and  occupy  the  line 
from  Kuaii*lin-pu  (E  3  west)  through  Hsiao  Su-chia-pn 
to  Wan-iui^yuaii-txu.     Colonel  Tumiokii'a  Detjichment, 
€on forming  to  the  movtm^nt  of  the  4th  DivisioH,  wilt 
attack  the  enemy  first  at  Ta-wu-chiug-ying,  next  at 

•  8hiiang-tai-Uu,  and,  Itistly,  at  Ta*lien-tiin.  The  opera- 
tiona  of  this  detachment  ^411  b^gin  from  tho  left,  and  a 
etrong  connection  with  the  right  of  the  4th  Bivi&ion 
will  W  maintaiDecL 

;i.  The  5th  Division  will  n»ove  at  dawn  and  attack  the  enemy 

At  Su-hu-pa 
4  Tlie  8th  Division  will  keep  on  tlio  right  bank  of  the  Hun, 
a^ii^ist  the  attack  of  the  5th  l>ivimon,  and  endeavour  to 
occupy  the  line  Htiu-sai-chia-pii  (D  2  east)  to  H^iao-yu- 
aiiu-pu, 
ft.  The  heavy  artillery  will  leave  Ta  Hari-tai  (C  3  east)  at 
6  a,m,  and  move  to  Ta-chuang-ho,     The  rtmainder  of 
the  army  ri^servo  will  leave  Hsin-tai-tzu  at  Q  n.m.  and 
march  to  the  Rarae  place. 
6.  Army    Hrmi-Qimrters    \iill     pit)eeed    to    Ta*chuang-lio, 

leaving  H»iu*tfu-t7.u  at  9  a^m- 
The  operations  of  the  Second  Aniiy  on  the  2nd  and  3rd 
March  seem  open  to  criticmn  in  more  than  one  respect.     Before 
the  advance  began  it  (»ccnpied  a  front— from  lin-sbeng-pu  (E  3) 
to  H?ii-Inian^-la-Kiie-t£ii  (B  4)— of,  roughly,  twenty  miles,  with 
ill  .[  airengib  of  tAome  68,i30Q  men.     At  that  titne  Colonel 

Tv/i,».  rp>^».s  force  had  lieen  deputed  to  guard  the  line  pagaively 
as  far  mt  Hsiao-iai«  five  miles',  so  Uiat  it  may  be  left  out  of 
ooBsi^ratiDn. 

On  the  lei  and  2nd  the  balance  of  the  Army  towards  and 
lieToud  the  Hun  preHsed  forward,  and,  by  the  e^  ening  of  the 
latter  date,  owing  to  the  defeat  inflicted  and  the  presence  of 
the  Third  Anny  to  the  north,  the  front  occupied  became 
diminished  by  a  third.  The  force  was  then  more  conccritrated, 
iitd,  despite  losses — >ionte  5.400  men  — was  everywhere  in  greater 
Rirt*T<|fth  thnn  on  the  Ist.  and  had  bi^fore  it,  to  say  the  husA, 
half  btiate-n  troopa  Yet  the  onlcrj^  to  advance— in  wliich  no 
HMOtion  of  pursuit  is  made^were  tpstied  late,  and  that  advance 

•  lite  occupation  of  thJi  place  br  lh9  ^th  and  §th  UiTOsont  wua  oot 
Uivii  knowo  at  Ut!ftd>QuarLeiii.-*  A,  U. 
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cautious  in  the  extreme,  facts  only  to  be  accounted  for  by  tbe 
belief  that  the  second  line  would  make  a  strong  resistance,  or 
by  the  desirability  of  allowing  time  for  the  'Diird  Army  to 
push  on  north-east.  But  passing  from  the  1st  and  2nd  March 
and  coming  to  the  3rd,  the  movements  on  that  day  are  not 
80  easily  accounted  for.  The  opposition  throughout  it  was 
insignificant,  and  opposite  the  8th  Division  nil,  yet  tbe  front 
allotted  for  that  division's  march  was  so  restricted  that  its 
right  clashed  with  tbe  next  division  to  the  east,  creating  both 
confusion  and  delay.  A.  Russian  army  corps  north  of  the  Sha 
Ho  had  been  withdrawn,  causing  a  considerable  diminution  in 
strength  upon  that  line,  and,  furiher,  with  so  good  an  obstacle 
for  the  left  flank  of  the  5th  Division  as  was  the  Hun,  it  scarcely 
seems  that  risk  would  have  been  run  bad  the  8th  Division 
been  eliminated  from  the  line  of  battle  of  the  Second  Army 
and  transferred  towards  the  north,  whither  it  eventually*  was 
s^nt.  The  first  plunge  forward  of  the  Second  Army  made,  its 
future  course  of  action  must  naturally  be  to  follow  up  the 
enemy  without  delay,  and  should  he  halt  to  fight,  contain  him. 
Every  man,  therefore,  employed  upon  this  duty  meant  a  rifle 
less  at  the  decisive  point.  Conclusive  victory  could  alone  be 
won  by  cutting  off  the  Russians  from  the  railway  and  the 
roads  leading  from  Mukden  towards  the  north,  and  no  advantage 
won  in  other  quarters  of  the  field  could  compensate  for  failure 
there.  Yet  the  tendency  of  the  Second  Army  was .  at  first 
rather  to  lean  toward  the  south  than  towards  the  noiih,  and 
the  same  nervous  fear  of  communications — amgly  guarded  by 
strong  works  and  trusty  men,  with  many  heavy  guns — caused 
the  general  reserve  of  the  whole  field  force  in  Manchuria  to  be 
placed  behind  the  Second  Army's  right 

I  Mar.  As  ordered  on  the  previous  night,  the  Army  was  to  continue 

its  pursuit  this  day.  In  front  of  the  right  column  of  the  5th 
Di\4sion,  in  the  village  of  Yin-erh-pu  (D  3).  was  a  r^ment  of 
infantry,  a  squadron  and  a  battery,  and  to  dislodge  them  without 
suffering  somewhat  heavy  loss  seemed  difficult.  Mortars  were 
therefore  brought  up  by  the  engineers  from  which  bombs  of 
dynamite  were  fired,  and  by  their  help — which  caused  alarm 
among  the  enemj* — the  village  and  vicinity  were  taken.  While 
this  affair  was  going  on  the  remainder  of  the  division  massed  in 
Chang-tang-pu. 

The  4th  Division  from  an  early  hour  was  busily  engaged 
in  preparing  its  attack  upon  the  line  held  by  the  enemy  from 
Hsiao-lin-tzu  (D/E  3)  to  Lan-shen-pu ;  and  the  8th  Division, 
helped  by  the  artillery  of  the  5th,  repulsed  the  force  in  Shah-ti, 
and,  pushing  forward,  occupied  at  11  a.m.  a  line  (D  2  east) 
from  Ebiao  Yu-shu-pu  to  Ta  Yu-shu  pu  with  its  advanced  guard 
consisting  of  five  battalions  of  infantry,  a  raiment  of  artillery, 
and  a  few  mounted  troops  and  engineei*a  The  cavalry  attached 
to  the  division  (six  squadrons,  5th  and  8th  Cavalry),  together 
with   an  infantry   battalion,  was  ordered   up   to  fiU  the  gi^ 
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llftiwe<*n  it  nml    the  titii  Division   on  ttj  left,  and  to  maintain 
eoiiiii»ctioo  with  the  Third  Army. 

Oenoral  Oku  waa  now  confronted  by  two  problems.  On  the 
ooe  band,  in  order  to  fissist  Qenend  Nogi  s  turning  movement 
tovrarda  the  ourth,  the  transfer  of  the  bulk  of  the  Second  Army 
to  the  right  bank  of  the  Hun  was  most  desirable,  while  on  the 
other  the  Foarth  Army  was  stated  to  be  in  need  of  help,  fur  its 
attiiiek  on  Wan-pao  Shan*  and  neighbourhood  was  not  pro- 
gfiming.  That  the  Fourth  Ai*my  sliould  succeed  would  seem 
to  have  been  immaterial,  provided  that  the  Thiitl  came  to  the 
north  in  j^iri^ngth,  but  that  the  commander  of  the  Second  Army 
ditl  not  take  this  view  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  he  sent  a 
meoaagr  to  the  Commander  in -Chief  offering  the  4th  Division 
to  help  the  former  Army.  Before  an  answer  had  come  back  he 
put  his  plan  in  action,  and  gave  the  following  orders^  These 
werti  isHued  at  10  a.m* 

L  The  Army  will  cross   to  the  right  bank   of  the  Hun,  and 
direct  its  march  so  as  to  occupy  a  front  from   the  old 
^^  railway  bridge  (south  of  North  Mo-cbia-pu)!  (E  2  west) 

^^L^      to  Liu-kuan-ttmt  (1^  ^X 

^^H^  The  4th  Division  without  losing  a  moment  must  repulse 
^r^  the  enemy  Ijefoi-e  ii,  and  then  assist  the  6th  Division  at 
^m  ite  right,  at  the  same  time  covering  the  right  think  and 

^K  roar  of  the  Army,     Colonel  Tom i okas  Detachment  will 

^r  lie  under  the  orders  of  the  General  Officer  commanding 

the  4th  Division* 
^^  k  The  8th  Division  will  leave  the  neighbourhood  of  Usiao 
^m  Yu-slui*pu  (D  2  east)  at  11  a,m.,  and,  marching  through 

^H  Yu4ing-pu  and  Ning-kuan-tun,  will   miicedd  as  far  as 

^V  the  nameless  vilhige  south-west  of  Ta-puJ  and  Uu- 

^P  koan-ton.     Oretit  care  must  be  taken   to  maintain  a 

^B  strong  connection  with  the  Third  Army. 

^^  4  The  Stb  Division,  leaving  Su-hn-pn  (D  2  &S.)  at  11  a.m. 
^B  will  mlvance  to  a  line  from   the  old  railway  bridge  to 

^H  Sba-to*tKU  (E  2  wast).     Special  care  will   be  exercised 

^P  to  guard  the   ga^i  which  the  northerly  movement  will 

^^  causa  between  it  and  the  4th  Division. 

.  5.  Colonel  Toniioka's  Detiipchnient  will  h&  under  the  orders 
^K  of  the  General  Officer  commanding  the  4th  Divtijion. 

^B  fl,  Tlie  reserve  of  the  Army  is  placed  under  the  command 
^B  of  the  chief  of  the  Heavy  iVrtillery  Brtgaii0|  and  will 

^P  leave  Ta-c)iuang^ho  (D  3  centre)  at  1  ]  am*  and  movo 

^m  to  Ssu4iang<tang*pu  (D  3  north), 

'  7-  Anny  Head-Quarters  will  proceed  temporarily  to  Ta* 
1  chuang-ho. 

^V  *  Am  Almost  iTiipregiuiTjIo  povitios.^ — A*  H. 

t  la  tytli«?r  u^etujuta.  North  Mo^ehift-pu  i!«  inlkd  Mi-ehia-pa. 
I  i  The  Crout  giTen  ta  the  ^jUi  nud  Hth  DlTiiionn  wiui  tbuM  4|  milcw, — 

{  (B  t£  otntre).     For  the  mk&  of  brevity  tho  OAmoleM  riltafu  ta 
■ftMlCfl  **  Z  **  on  M»p  o5^  iLitil  MO  ityki)  in  Ihin  report. *«A.  H. 
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As  soon  as  this  order  was  despatched,  Army  Head-Quarters 
left  Hsin-tai-tzu  for  Ta-cliuang-ho. 

At  12.30  p.m.  an  order  came  from  Marshal  Oyama  in  reply 
to  General  Oku's  offer  of  the  4th  Division,  directing  it  to  be 
given  to  the  Fourth  Army. 

At  that  hour  the  situation  of  the  other  armies  was  known 
in  the  Second  Army  to  be  as  follows : — 

The  First  Army  was  closely  confronting  the  enemy  and 
waiting  for  a  favourable  opportunity  to  press  it»  attack. 

Nothing  was  known  of  the  Ya-lu  Army,  then  far  to  the  east 
and  beyond  communication  with  the  Armies  on  the  other  flank. 

The  Third  Army  was  pursuing  the  enemy,  who  had  begun 
to  retire  north  of  Mukden,  and  purposed  to  occupy  the  high 
ground  north-west  of  that  city. 

The  Fourth  Army  was  making  good  progress  everywhere 
except  as  regards  the  attack  on  Wan-pao  Shan,  the  impregnable 
nature  of  which  foiled  all  efforts  to  capture. 

The  sanction  received  from  Marshal  Oyama  to  hand  over  the 
4th  Division  to  General  Nodzu's  command  demanded  that  help 
should  be  given  to  the  5th  Division  to  maintain  communication 
with  the  forces  on  its  right,  and  with  this  object  the  six  batteries 
of  12-cm.  howitzers  were  sent  to  it  from  the  Heavy  Artillery 
Brigade  at  1  p.m.  An  hour  later  orders  were  sent  to  the  General 
Officer  Commanding,  directing  him  not  only  to  maintain  com- 
munication, but  also  guard  the  right  flank  of  the  Second  Army, 
for  which  purpose  he  was  given  1^  battalions  41st  Regiment, 
then  at  Chang-tang-pu. 

At  2.20  p.m.  an  order  came  from  Marshal  Oyama  placing 
the  3rd  Division*  of  the  general  army  reserve  under  General 
Oku's  ordera 

3rd  Division, — ^The  3rd  Division,  which,  as  mentioned,  had 
marched  along  the  rear  of  the  Second  Army  on  the  3rd  March, 
was  now  at  Fang-chia-tai  (C  2),  west  of  the  Hun,  and  was  given 
orders  to  proceed  as  quickly  as  possible  to  Tung-nantao  (D  2 
centre),  so  as  to  arrive  there  by  sunset  and  take  up  quarters 
in  the  adjacent  villages  of  Hsi-nan-tao,  Ta  Chin-tsui-tzu,  and 
Hsiao  Chin-tsui-tzu. 

Sth  Division. — Previous  to  this  (2.20  p.m.)  the  8th  Division 
had  left  Ta  Yu-shu-pu,  and  about  4  p.m.  reached  the  line  from 
Yu-ling-pu  to  Ning-kuan-tun.  Arrived  there  it  found  the  enemy 
holding  the  ground  from  Sha-to-tzu  (E  2  west)  through  Kan- 
kua-tun  to  Yang-shih-tun,  while  against  its  flank  from  South 
Mo-chia-pu  came  a  heavy  artillery  fire.  Deploying  for  the 
attack,  it  advanced  and  fired,  but  the  enemy  was  at  hand,  and  a 
halt  for  the  night  was  called,  a  strong  line  of  outposts  being 
thrown  out  to  the  front 

*  The  3rd  Division  was  three  battalioas  of  the  34th  Regiment  short 
They  were  with  Colonel  Kawakami's  Detachment. — A.  H. 
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SlA  D^iviman, — AcGrjrding  to  the  10  am.  order^^  the  5th 
DKitiiori  left  one  company  in  caoli  of  the  villages  of  Ta^tai  and 
Sii*hu'pii,  aft^^r  wliich  the  l^ft  column  wm  difipoBad  as  advunceil 
guard  and  croeteed  the  Hun  near  the  latter  placa,  followed  by  tho 
ijf  the  division.     When  thtj  hoftd  of  the  column  reached  the 

{hboarhuod  of  Ta  Yu-shu-pu  it  became  known  that  tJie  8th 

Bivi«ioti  hiwil  already  taken  up  tlie  line  from  Yiiding-pn  to 
Ning-kn&n-tnn,  upon  whidi  the  ndvanced  guard  dtfployed  and 
atiacked  tha  enemy  on  tlie  front  from  the  old  railway  bridge  to 
tihtt*t«j*ixu.  To  enpport  tluB  ope mtion  a  regiment  of  infantry 
WttS  sent  forward  from  the  main  ht^dy^  and  Uie  mountain  guns 
took  po«itiun  iouth-ifast  ol  Ta  Yu-Hhu-pu,  but^  owing  to  the 
heavy  artillery  fire  r^^ived  from  South  Mo-chia*]iu  and  Ku  chia- 
pn  the  attack  did  not  progress,  NevertheleaSt  it  wa^  continued 
until  taiiDat  gave  ati  opportunity  to  break  it  off,  and  a  strong 
liM  waa  ifikeu  up  by  the  flivnyion  for  tho  night 

4lA  DimMton, — In  front  of  the  4th  Division,  whose  troc^ps 
now  formed  part  of  th©  Fourth  Army,  but  who«e  operatioris 
«rem  mtimatety  asgociatc^d  with  thone  of  the  Beeond,  the  encTiiy 
wan  in  cnnniilembk*  strength,  having  one  division  of  infantry  and 
fifty  gun>t  and  tii«w*hin«?  guns,  and  reai/*ted  with  great  obstinacy. 
Under  ooTCtr  of  its  artitlery^  and  disvregarding  loss,  the  left  wing 
from  Shao*kao  (D  3  east)  gallantly  stormed  the  village  of 
Lan^fihen^pu  and  captured  it  at  1  p.m*  Its  tran8far  to  thit 
^paiieoe  wai  evidently  a  cause  of  grave  drnqui etude  Uj  thi 
BKnoianiit  for  no  lean  than  thi-ee  counter-attacks  werc^  mado  in 
order  to  r^over  it,  and  in  the  laa^t  attompt  a  whole  division 
took  port  The  Oi»aka  ttxK>ps,  however,  held  Uieir  fire,  and, 
waiting  till  the  enen^y  a  ponder oui  advance  came  near,  shatterefl 
bia  ranks  and  drove  nim  back  with  very  heavy  Ioka. 

The  riglit  wing  of  the  diviaion  engaged  against  Haific^'ltn^tzu 

peoeived  a  heavy  flankiug  fire  fi*om  guns  near  Ibiuo  Su-ehia*pii 

(E  3)  and  failed  in  its  eSbrt3  to  take  tlie  place     Some  troopa 

wore  tJieruforo  sent  towards  the  north  to  threaten  the  enemy 'i 

^MHU|y|iBing  which  the  defenders  of  tho  village  appeared 

^H^H^^fte  main   part  of  the  wing  now  made  a  cliarge  and 

diove  them  out,  and  fired  heavily  m  the  t^treating  troops  fled 

jiteeipitately  to  the  fm.it,      Oj»posit^   tho    front   of   this  wing 

ISO  dead  were  buried/     At  night  the  division,  w^hich  during 

III  icks  had  lout  900  of  all  rank^,  held  a  line  from  Kuan* 

111  ;i  west)  through  Hsiao  Su'chia-pu  to  Wan  Hui-yuaij*i^u* 

Ihe  left  of  Colonel  Tomioka'a  fome  this  day  occupied  with 

little  difficulty  Ta-wu-ching-ying  (D/E  3),  and,  keeping  t^mch 

with  the  4th  Division,  ruuiairie<i  thtire  for  the  night 

Prior  ID  the  op.^niTig  of  the  battbt  of  Mukden  it  wnu  known 
that  the  enemy  bad  a  strong  pi^sitton    near  that  place,  but  tho 
"^    ly  waa  in  ignorance  of  its  exact  loc^ality,    Aa  it  was  Important 
keep  close  touch  of  him  now  that  he  had  reached  this  line — 


^  TIbe  Busiii^e  wre  fltat^d  to  have  ipeiit  all  niglit  In  removiiig  ike 
killed  And  iiounded^ — A.  H, 
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his  last  line  of  defence — and   ascertain  its  nature   in   detail, 
General  Oku  issued  the  following  orders  at  10  p.m.  :— 

1.  To  morrow,  5th  March,  the  Army  will  continue  its  attack, 

repulse  the  enemy  towards  the  east,  and  advance  to  the 
line  (E  2)  "Z"  to  Liu-kuan-tun. 

2.  Part  of  the  5th  Division  will  at  dawn  repulse  the  enemy 

before  it  and  try  to  occupy  Ta-pu  and  the  village  "Z." 
The  main  body  will  assemble  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  old  railway  bridge,  and  special  care  will  be  taken 
to  keep  connection  with  the  4th  Division  south  of  the 
Hun. 

3.  Part  of  the  8th  Division  vdll  at  dawn  repulse  the  enemy 

before  it  and  try  to  occupy  Liu-kuan-tun.  The  main 
body  will  assemble  at  Yu-ling-pu. 

4.  The  3rd  Division  will  assemble  by  7  a.m.  at  IHmg-nan-tao 

(D  2  centre). 

5.  The  5  th  and  8th  Division  commanders  will  lose  no  time 

in  reconnoitring  the  enemy's  position  west  of  Mukden, 
and  will  inform  the  Army  Commander  regarding  it 
with  the  least  possible  delay. 

6.  The  reserve  of  the  Army  will  assemble  by  7  a.m.  at  the 

western  corner  of  Wai-chia-pu  (D  2/3). 

The  Second  Army  had  now  arrived  in  front  of  the  last  line 
of  Russian  works  before  Mukden,  and  the  knowledge  which 
General  Kuropatkin  must  have  by  this  time  possessed,  that 
the  real  danger  to  which  his  forces  were  exposed  would  come 
from  that  direction,  led  him  no  doubt  to  garrison  strongly  this 
portion  of  the  field  by  troops  become  available  by  the  retreat 
from  other  parts.  The  ground  west  of  the  city  is  admirably 
suited  for  defence.  Looking  in  that  direction  from  the  railway 
station,  a  ridge  some  twenty  feet  in  height  is  seen,  which  runs  a 
little  from  the  north  of  Yu-hung-tun*  generally  along  the  line 
of  villages  that  from  it  extend  to  the  road  to  Hsin-min-tun. 
This  ridge  is  really  the  eastern  termination  of  a  kind  of  terrace  of 
higher  ground  that  extends  towards  the  west  for  several  milea 
The  country  in  its  direction  and  towards  Tang-shih-tun  (E  2  west) 
rises  from  the  station  almost  imperceptibly,  and  where  the  rise 
ends  there  was  the  position  taken  up  by  the  Russians.  Towards 
the  south-west  the  general  trend  is  on  the  downward  grade  until 
the  little  sand-dunes  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Hun  are  reached 
From  Yu-hung-tun  southward,  and  west  of  the  defended  villages 
of  Yang-shih-tun,  Kan-kua-tun,  Sha-to-tzu,  and  Mo-chia-pu,  there 
are  some  distance  off  here  and  there,  sandhills  of  vanring 
height,  but  none  rise  more  than  fifty  feet  above  the  plain.    ]lnx>m 


*  (E  1/2.)  The  Japanese  called  Ya-hong-tan  by  the  name  of  Li-koan- 
pu  at  this  time,  bat  as  the  correct  name  is  Tu- bung-ton,  and  as  it  is  ao 
marked  on  the  latest  maps,  that  name  has  been  snbstituted  in  this  report 
for  the  incorrect  one  wbereTer  it  appears.  Li-knan-pn  is  one  mile  west 
of  Yn-bung-tnn. — A.  H. 
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r  hntiflrt^d  yanln  we^t  of  these  villigoBi  and  some- 
&re  a  few  inconsiderable  mounds  of  earili  or  sand 
and  hollows  io  the  gi*QUiid,  capable  of  sheltering  from  rifle 
&ro»  bem  &  section,  there  a  dozen  men.  WiMi  tlm^e  exceptions, 
OQifer  there  is  none,  m  iimeh  .«*>  is  this  the  case  that  if  the  eye 
\m  placed  njKni  tim  level  of  the  fields  and  a  glance  cast  acrga^i 
the  fnrruws  tuwardiit  the  line  held  by  the  Japiinese*  iiotfjing 
beyond  the  meagre  ntnbble  of  la»t  year's  harvest  impe<iea  the 
view.  The  mud  walla  of  the  villager  of  the  Ru^ian  line  had 
bead-ci^irer  trn  tluun  made  of  sandliHgs,  bricks,  or  metal  atiimuni- 
iloQ  Wxe8  filjcij  with  earth.  In  places  along  the  front  there 
ira*i  a  m>mewhat  hollow  road»  and  accortling  to  the  varying 
depth  at  whicli  it  lay,  ideal  cover  for  men  Bt^nding,  kneeling^  or 
hfing  down,  BetwtMjn  the  villages,  and  in  some  place**  in  frtjot 
"nR  them,  were  stron£(  hut  small  redoubts,  in  front  o{  which  and 
for  a  few  yards  to  wan  is  their  tlanks  were  obstadea  The  natitm 
of  the  defenoeii  bears  no  compariBon  with  the  elaborate  labyrinth 
of  works  at  Liao-yang  or  on  thi^  Sha  Ho,  but  in  one  respect 
— invl-Hibility — ^tliey  were  intinitoly  stronger.  The  condition  of 
some  of  them  indicated  that  they  had  been  made  before  the 
winter,  while  otheiii  among  them  had  not  reached  completion^ 
which  strengthens  the  l>elief  that  the  battle  was  begun  some 
time  before  it  wa<i  ex^iecte^l 


Third  Phase. 
Tk€  A  Hack  o/tlie  Second  Line. 

^tk  Division, — ^In  order  to  carry  out  tlie  attack  on  Sha-to-tzn  Stli 
(B  S  wi*iit),  the  independent  battalion  of  field  artillery  and  the 
httlerries  of  l2*cnL  ^init  took  position  nt  the  Binall  hill  alx>ut 
lW)y»r^i'*  north -ea.Ht  of  Hou-sai-chia-pu  (D  2  ea^t)  while  the 
moOBtain  puns,  with  sh<>ru*r  range,  came  into  action  about 
l,?IOO  yarda  m>uth-eii*it  of  Ta  Yn-shu-pu.  This  force  of  artillery, 
pcMinting  seventy-eight  guns,  fired  on  the  enemy *a  infantry  and 
artillery,  hel[»in^'  Mfijor-( General  Surizawa  in  his  attack;  This 
wan  niftde  with  the  IHh  BrigjMlo— 1  Ith  Regiment  on  the  left — 
diviJiHl  into  two  ivings*  and  was  directed  agatnjtt  the  position 
on  Ihe  right  bank  of  the  Hun,  the  western  side  of  North 
MuHshia^pu  and  tl\e  south-west  border  uf  Sha-to*b&u,  Uy  7  a.m* 
H  p*>rtion  of  the  division  look  the  embankment  of  the  old 
luilway  line  west  uf  Scmth  Mo-chia-pu,  but  in  spite  of  thi.H 
mflpggt,  the  attack  was  doomed  to  failui^^  lor  the  enemy,  who 
had  a  force  of  a  brigade  of  infantry  and  sixty  ^us.  swept 
Willi  a  leatteti  hail  the  intervening  ground  ami  ma^e  approach 
impOi«^ible.  Thrunghout  the  day  many  and  gallant  were  the  h 
attempts  made  tf>  push  on,  but  none  succeodedi  and  when  sunaei  ^M 
came  and  the  roll  was  called  no  less  than  1 ,500  of  all  ratiks  hfid  B 
lalleiv  ^M 
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Sih  Division. — The  division  was  this  day  divided  into  two 
wings  which  were  composed  as  follows : — 

Right  wing. — ^Under  Major-General  Yoda  : — 

One  battalion  5th  Infantry  Regiment. 

One  battalion  Slst  Infantrj'  Regiment. 

8th  (Mountain)  Artillery  Regiment,  less  one  battery. 

One  company  of  engiueers. 

Left  wing. — Under  Major-General  Kamada : — 

Two  battalions  5th  Infantry  Regiment. 

1 6th  Brigade,  less  one  battalion. 

8th  Cavalry  Regiment,  less  one  squadron. 

The  independent  battalion  of  field  artillery. 

One  battery  8th  (Mountain)  Artillery  Regiment. 

One  batteiy  of  captured  9-cm.  mortcms. 

Two  companies  of  engineers. 

Containing  the  enemy  with  the  right  wing,  the  left  wing 
advanced  on  Yang-shih-tun  supported  by  the  artUlery  in 
position  north-east  of  Ta  Yu-shu-pu,  but  the  Russians,  here  also, 
resisted  stoutly,  and  when  evening  came  no  progress  had  been 
made. 

At  8.20  a.m.  the  following  report  had  reached  Head-Quarters 
from  the  Third  Army  : — * 

1.  On  the  night  of  the  4th  the  Third  Army  received  the 

following  orders  from  Marshal  Oyama : — 

"The  Third  Army,  from  Ta-shih-chiao  (E  1), 
Kang-chia-pu-tzu,  aod,  if  possible,  from  Tan-i-tun, 
will  press  the  enemy  back  on  Mukden. 

"The  Second  Army  will  hold  the  ground  from 
the  old  railway  bridge  to  Fun-tai  (El).  As  tliis 
froDt  IS  allotted  to  the  Second  Army,  the  Third  will 
endeavour  to  move  as  far  as  possible  in  tlie  direcUon 
named,  and  will  transfer  to  the  Second  Army  the 
front  now  held  by  it  from  Ckang-shih-tun  (D  2)  to 
Hou-ming-tun  (D  1)." 

2.  According    to  this  order    the  Third  Army  will   cease 

attacking  the  enemy  at  its  front,  and  will  move  towards 
the  north-west.  As,  however,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Liu-kuan-tun  troops  are  in  close  touch  with  the  enemy, 
he  will  first  be  driven  off  before  that  part  of  the  line  is 
transferred  to  the  Second  Army.  Elsewhere  a  weak 
force  will  be  left  opposite  him  to  cover  the  withdrawal 
of  the  bulk  of  the  troops,  which  will  proceed  towards 
the  north-west. 

**  The  order  contained  in  this  report  had  already  passed  throiu^ 
General  Oku*8  hands  on  iti  way  to  General  XTogi.    Bu  Flate  50  L-^A/H. 
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the   a>>ovo   report,    Geni^ral    Okii,    whos©   lieml- 
5ih  were  in  Wai-chia-pii  (D  H/2),  issued    fcha 
lUowing  oilers  to  the  3rd  Di^imon  at  10  iijn.  * — 

1.  The  enenvy'a  front  in  from  the  old  rdlway  bridge  through 
Sha-tc>tzu  to  Yang  shih'tuiL  The  5th  Dlvisitm  m 
utt^acking  Kirn  from  Hruj*an.i-ehia  pii  (h  2),  nnd  tho  8th 
fp>m  Yu-ling-imaod  Nirig-kiiati-tuii.  The  0th  Division 
— Third  Army — is  now  deployed  from  Niiig-koan-tun 
and  north  of  it,  but  the  division  is  about  to  be  trans- 
r<*rred  to  tho  north -west. 
Tfita  Gent^ral  Officer  cnnnniinding  3rd  DiviHion  will  care- 
fully consult  with  the  Gerieml  Officer  coinmanding 
§th  t>ivi»ir>n,  and,  when  the  latter  divfaioo  \s  removed 
from  Chaiig'rtfdh-tun,  the  3rd  Division  will  take  it« 
place  with  as  little  dcdriy  a»  possible,  and  will  deploy 
on  a  line  facing  Cliang-shih-chang  (E  2). 
The  3n.l  Division  will  move  at  once  to  carry  out  the 
above  orders,  proceeding  thnjiigh  S^u-fang-pu  and 
Sfiu*f'h!a*tun, 

In  compliance  with  these  ofders  the  3i'd  Division  moved 
northward. 

At  4  p.m.  the  15- cm,  uioriars  (twelve  in  number)  were  given 
to  the  8th  Division,  and  a  pOHition  was  taken  up  by  them  in 
t!  0  '  '  ourhooil  of  Ta  Yn-^hn-pu*     Bffore  this  hour,  however, 

it-  was  at  a  siandatill,  the  loaaea  reaching  a  total  i>f  about 

UOiHi  ail  ninkn. 

When  ordors  wero  given  to  the  3r»l  Division  to  go  north- 
wardi^  and  replace  the  dth,  the  hopeleBsnetia  of  the  attempts  of 
the  iSth  and  8th  DiviHiormt  under  present  GondttionR,  to  tfike  the 
(.it^itiuciM  before  thcni— more  e8i»edally  tU^  villiige  of  Yang-ehih- 
Uin— lia^l  alri^ady  lj*3ConR^  apj^amnt  Ui  tit^neral  Oku»  and,  a^  do 
improvement  occurred  during  the  hours  that  ^u^iervom^df  another 
order  waa  iRatied  at  2,50  p*m,  to  Lieut.-Gcnoral  Oshinm,  now 
Qti  hiM  way  northward  with  the  3nl  Divi'^ion.  It  wag  aa 
follows : — 

The  3rd  Division  will  deploy  on  a  iin^^  from  Chang-shili-tuu 
to  Il«ing-ming-tuii  (D  2  north),  and  attack  the  enemy 
who  now  occujiiea  the  ground  from  Cbang-ahih*cbang  to 
Ytihung-tuiK 
Part  ol"  the  Dth  Division,  now  before  the  eiiemy  in  tha 
rr^ioD  about  to  be  occupied  by  the  3nJ  Division,  will 
t<iin{>omriiy  come  under  the  command  of  the  g<jneral 
offiotjr  eonnnaniling  the  latter  division  *  The  main  body 
t)f  the  9th  Diviaion  la  leaving  tiie  village  of  Chang*shih-tun 
to-day. 
When  tiiiA  ortler  wa^  di's patched  Lieut  1  OKhiuia  and 

his  itAff  ^ere  on  the  sandhill  west  of  N     ..      m-tnn,  wheni 


^  *11ui  had  boon  nirattged  bj  tho  staff  of  tba  Seeond  Arnijr  and  tine 
Oeoaral  Offiiser  ocimniaadmg  ^tb  DiTisiou. — ^A.  H* 
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they  had  arrived  at  half -past  two,  and  behind  the  hill  at  half- 
past  three  part  of  his  nine  battalions*  came,  while  the  remainder 
of  the  force  with  the  artillery  further  to  the  west,  well-hidden 
from  the  enemy,  wended  its  way  northwarda  By  8.45  p.nL 
orders  had  been  given  to  the  brigade  generals,  and  the  whole 
force  moved  towards  its  destination;  but  the  operations  of 
transfer  were  not  completed  that  day. 

4fth  Division. — The  4th  Division  occupied  the  line  from 
Wen-shin-ku  (E  3  centre)  through  Ta-tzu-ying  to  Ta  Su-chia-pu, 
where  it  faced  the  enemy  who  held  the  embankment  of  tbe 
main  railway  line  and  from  Yao-chia-ko  through  Wang-chia- 
ku-chia-tzu  to  Han-cheng-pu. 

Further  eastward  part  of  the  First  Army  had  occupied 
Hou-sung-mu-pu-tzii  and  Shih-hui-yu. 

At  9  p.m.  General  Oku  issued  the  following  orders : — 

1.  The  Army  will  contain  the  enemy  before  it  with  the 

view  of  furthering  the  general  object  of  securing 
the  ground  north-west  of  Mukden,  and  each  division 
will  attack  and  endeavour  to  reach  the  line  already 
ordered  to  be  occupied.f 

2.  The  reserve  of  the  Army  will  leave  Wai-chia-pu  at 

6  a.m.  and  march  to  Ssu-chia-tun  (D  2). 

5th  Division. — The  right  wing — 9th  Brigade  under  Major- 
General  Surizawa— and  the  left,  42nd  Regiment,  less  one  bat- 
talion, and  one  compaoiy  of  engineers  under  Major-General 
Miirayama,  were  drawn  up  opposite  South  Mo-chia-pn  and 
Sha-to-tzu,  and  maintained  connection  with  the  right  of  the 
8th  Division.  The  heavy  batteries  took  position  at  the  hill  north- 
east of  Hou-sai-chia-pu  and  opened  against  South  Mo-chia-pn ; 
the  independent  battalion  of  field  artillery  came  into  action  east 
of  Ta  Yu-shu-pu,  and  the  mountain  guns  west  of  the  old  railway 
bridge,  and  both  fired  on  North  Mo-chia-pu  and  Sha-to-tzo. 
Gun  and  rifle  fire,  deliberate  at  first,  began  at  7.20  a.m.,  but  the 
Russians  did  not  reply  till  8.50,  when  the  action  on  both  sides 
grew  hot.  At  2  p.m.  the  first  line  was  pushing  towards  the 
enemy,  and  seeinor  the  movement  the  5th  Division  conformed 
to  it  In  spite  of  the  fire  on  flank  and  rear  from  South  Mo-chia- 
pu,  and^  after  many  men  had  fallen,  the  river  bed  west  of  thoee 
villages  was  reached.  Further  than  this  no  advance  coold  be 
made,  and  a  fitful  fire  went  on  till  night.  At  4  p.nL  a  small 
force  of  the  enemy  began  to  retire,  followed  later  by  another 
body  and  some  guns,  on  which  the  Japanese  fired  heavily  in 
hopes  that  the  moment  to  break  through  had  come,  but  the 
main  body  of  the  Russians  at  this  point  had  not  movedj:  and 

*  The  34th  Regiment  had  not  yet  returned  from  the  4th  Diriaioo. — 
A.H. 

t  '*Z'*  to  Liu-kniui-tim  and  Chang-shih-ohang  to  Yn-hnng-tnn. 
Marshal  Ojama  mentioned  Fau-tai  (E  1)  as  the  northern  eztremitj 
of  the  line.— A.  H. 

X  The  Japanese  learnt  this  afterwards. — A.  H. 
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ftiieiiipt  t<>  ptx^SB  forward  failed.  Keeping,  tberefore,  the 
iitian  it  hnd  n^^tched,  the  (iivision  paeaed  the  night  ther©. 

The  5th  Division  during  the  day  had  had  a  division  and  a 
bilfof  infantry  and  une  hiindreci  and  dfty  guni*^  fitUd  and  heavy, 
against  it,  ami  it-^  casualties  aiuounted  altogether  to  about 
800  kiltd^l  and  wounded.  During  the  night  two  coin  panics  of 
the  Slst  Eegituent,  left  in  So-hu-pu  and  IV-tai  to  keep  con- 
QiCtion  with  the  4th  Division,  attiicked  Erh-tai-tzu«  and  though 
tbey  were  repulsed  their  movemetit  seemed  to  draw  the  enemya 
att<;iiiioD  to  the  first  of  these  villages,* 

8lA  l}immm%.—  The  lie-avy  artillery  was  in  position  on  the 
ettfii  aide  of  Hsiao  V'u-shu-pu,  the  field  guni^  north-east  of  the 
heavy  gnnw,  atid  the  mounttiin  batteries  in  the  gap  lietween  the 
two  portionfl  of  Ning*kuan-tuii,  in  line  with  the  w^-stcni  border. 
Fim  was  opened  at  !#  a.m,  on  Yang-shih-tuu  ami  Kan-kuan^tun, 
and  steadily  main  tamed  till  2  puL,  when  a  deteriniiieil  attack 
W9M  made  by  the  right  wing  on  the  latter  place.  At  that  hour 
the  I3tli  Artillery  Regimenr,  which  had  returned  from  the  4th 
DtvtfttfHi,  was  spnt  to  the  8th,  and  tl*ongh  itn  thirty-t*ix  guns 
tabed  tlie  fcotal  of  the  pieces  tiring  to  tluice  that  number,  the 
position  Htill  held  out  fiallunrly  eri>H.'«iui^  the  £ire-Bwept  plain, 
tome  uf  the  ix>lde>it  spirits  actu^dly  reached  the  village  walls,  but 
otdy  to  perish  under  the  flank  tire  of  rifles  from  Sha-to-t^u  or 
of  guns  from  Mo-cliia-pu,  for  the  ditch  and  wall  before  them 
were  t*>gether  t^vdve  feet  high.  Lieut.-General  Tiitsumi^  seeing 
hh  men  «o  nwir  their  ubjeet^  Hcnt  up  iieiirly  all  the  reserve,  and 
Ibo  left  trit^d  to  take  Yang-shih-tun,  but  the  eneuty,  who  had 
~  and  a  half  diviiious  of  infantry  and  on©  hundred  guns,  was 
flot  to  be  dLdodgml,  und  the  attack  faded^  the  losses  of  both 
wijigs  amonntiii^'  to  1,500  kille^I  and  wounded. 

The  failure  of  the  Japanese  guns  to  touch  the  weU*hidden 
Kuasiaii  batterie-^,  tlie  sever©  flank  tire  from  Soiitli  Mo*chia-pu 
and  the  well-pmtected  infantry,  were  the  main  causes  of  tlie 
check  thi^  day.  A»  darkness  wouhl  in  wotne  resiiects  favour 
ti>e  Japanese,  Lieu t-Qe nor al  Tat^umi  ihtir mined  to  make  a 
night  attack* 

All  flay,  [lOJ^tetl  on  the  samlhill  we^t  uf  Ning-kuan-tun, 
Oentra)  Oku  watched  the  ^nguinary  ficene,  now  aware  that 
the  position  opposite  the  Second  Army  fn>in  Yang-shih-tun  to 
Bhi^to  tzn  was  of  undoubted  strength*  In  the  morning  word 
had  oouie  (mm  the  'Ihnd  Army  that,  though  exchanging  lire 
with  tint  tnieiuy,  it  w*ui  C(jntinualiy  extendmg  northward*  tuid 
the  neW!S  eontirmid  General  Oku  in  his  deei^HJon  to  hold  the 
ftmy   with   determination    and    prevent   him    fvoia   moving 


,_tto 

^t 


•  i}na  portion  of  tUu  Gooorml  Stfttf  of  tlie  Army  wished  finii  to  i 
mh  Momhi^pu,  bai  Anuther  wiis  nob  in  fAvour  ot  doiii^  aOf  a#i  being  at 
l*oaih«wc«t  oomor  of  the  Hqq  of  defttciQo«  tl  was  corteia  lo  be  «troaglf 
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l^rd  Division. — At  11  a.in.  the  following  information  had 
been  received  from  Lieut-General  Oshima : — 

1.  The  3rd  Division,  with  two  battalions,  18th  Regiment, 

has  occupied  a  line  from  a  point  900  yards  north 
of  Chang-s»hih-tun.  The  5th  Brigade — less  two  bat- 
talions— holds  the  nameless  village  (*'  Y  "),  3,000  yards 
e€wt  of  Hsing-ming-tun  (D  2  north),  part  of  the 
brigade  being  on  a  line  1,000  yards  further  east 

The  artillery  is  now  in  position  on  the  ground 
north-east  of  Chang-shih-tun. 

The  enemy's  position  is  at  present  under  examina- 
tion. By  the  reconnaassance  of  to-day  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  there  is  about  a  regiment  of  infantry  at 
Yu-bung-tun  and  twenty-four  guns  in  the  vicinity  of 
that  village.  At  Chang-shih-chang  there  are  no 
houses,  but  some  of  the  enemy  are  visible  there/ 

2.  The   transfer  of  positions  with  the  9th  Division  was 

completed  last  night,  and  its  troops  are  now  on  the 
march  to  Ma-san-chia-tzu  (D  1  north). 

The  3rd  Division  was  already  furnished  with  orders  to 
attack  the  line  from  Yu-hung-tun  to  Chang-shih-chang,  but, 
until  the  reconnaissance  of  that  position  was  finished,  the 
operation  was  held  in  abeyance.  North  of  it  the  7th  Division 
of  the  Third  Army  now  held  the  ground  from  Fun-tai  as  far  as 
the  nameless  village  "  X  "  (E  1). 

At  1.20  p.m.^  further  information  came  from  General 
Oshima,  which  was  as  follows  : — 

"  From  the  nature  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  enemy 
before   us,   and    the  number  of  his  guns,   his   force   is 
estimated  at  about  one  division  of  infantry." 
About  this  time  and  shoiily   after,   the    situation   of   the 
5th  and  8th  Divisions  became  giave,  and,  for  this  reason,  the 
following  order  was  sent  to  the  3ni  Division  at  4.15  p.m. : — 
"  Your  division    will   connect   with   the   left    of    the    8th 
Division,   which    is  seriously   engaged,  and  attack  the 
enemy  in  front" 
As  ifoon  as  this  order  was  received  the  artillery  0])ened  fire 
on  Yu-hung-tun  and  the  ground  south  of  it,  and  part  of  the 
right  of  the  division  moved  against  the  enemy,  but  night  was 
fast  approaching  and  soon  the  action  ceased,  j 

At  5  p.m.  an  order  was  issued  to  the  8th  Division  that  the 
5th  Cavalry  Regiment — which  had  been  attached  to  it  when 
witlidrawn  from  the  J st  Cavalry  Brigade  on  the  1st  March — 
would  rejoin  its  own  division. 


*  This  place  must  hare  been  razed  to  tbe  ground  by  the  Bossians, 
and  a  redoubt  conBtrncted  on  its  site,  of  whieh  the  Japanese  were  still 
ignorant. — A.  H. 

t  28,000  rounds  of  small  arm  ammimition  are  stated  to  have  been 
expended  in  tLis  operation. -^A.  H. 
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Shcy^ikJ  Araiy  Head  Quarters  were  thm  night  in  Ssu-fang-pu 
(D  2  eeutru),  and  tbe  T<*sQrva  of  the  Army,  increased  by  a 
Imtiali'ii  of  the  ^Hth  Ef^giment,  wlueh  had  arrived  from  the 
4th  Dtviiiion,  was  ia8u-chia*tuti  at  id  83u*fan£?*pu. 

At  9,30  p,in.,  Matichurian  Army  Head -Quarters  informed 
Q«ii6ral  Okn  ihiit  a  r4*giment  of  the  1  3tJi  Reserve^  Brigade  would 
001110  tinder  hifi  command^  whereupon  a  meBsage  wa&  sent  to 
Ta-eht^h-kang  (D  2>  to  call  it  «p. 

8tA  Division. — The  8th  Division,  in  accordance  with  Lieut-  7th 
Maaamml  Tatiiutkii*^  ot  dei-s  prepared  for  a  night  attack.  The  two 
^H^  which  were  coin [iose^j  aa  on  the  Gth,  moved  as  followH. 
At  2,3W  a*iii*  tho  right  ^ving  adviinced  from  thtiiioiith*ea.st  side  of 
Vu'iiui;-pa  (D  2  we.'^i)  against  Kan-kuan-tcin,and  two  ami  a  half 
hi«tin  iftt^r  th<j  left  wing  started  towardi?  Yang-^shih-tuo.t  The 
AflMpna,  fully  prepared  for  Huch  an  enterprise,  held  sUiimchly 
^^^|r  grouu<K  aiul,  akhou^'h  the  advance  wa^  made  with  the 
Hoa-t  intriTpi*]ity,  it  failed.  On  the  ]t;ft  especially  the  attack 
Vm0  pu^^hhd  with  great  deter u) inn tion,  and  the  many  hundred 
cle-id,  whoae  corpses  in  plaeea  literally  cai*peU'd  the  ground  np 
^ft^by  V  l^L*  of  the  j>arapets — noine  even  lying  between  the 

j^^^K  ;aid  the  village  behintl— atU^^tttid  tu  iho  iiufltnch* 

tog  Viiluur  oi  thoije  sent  on  the  deaJly  mLision.  Accompanied 
by  en^neors  carrying  Viamboo  mortars,  and  tnking  with  them 
aadta  or  nhflter  tenta  filled  with  eai'th,  the  majority  of  the 
troops  hjid  got  within  SOO  yard.^  of  the  Russian  line,  where 
death  hiMJ  striekcn  them.  The  enginei*rs,  toOt  who  Cftiried 
■felda,  hail  all  been  shot,  and  thuB  the  moctars  firing  bonibi 
WtA  been  of  no  avail. 

The  attack  of  the  riglit  wing  fared  no  better^  and  the 
Mitieretl  remnaijt^  **!  ihwc  who  after  midiiiglit  wetit  foHh  full 
^f  hop«i  (ell  back  to  tlieii^  original  line,  (nnu  tW-.  vicinity  of 
whieh  the  borubarJ merit  went  on  all  day. 

5fA  IHvmon, — The  troops  of  the  5th  Division,  whn  from 
Uie  Iflt  iMareh  ha^l  been  more  heavily  engiged  thari  the  re- 
mainder of  tht*  aiiny,  had  ranks  %q  attenuated  by  thi^  time  that 
tlircMtglioui  the  tiny  tluy  merely  played  a  juissive  part*  From 
f  p.m.  the  enemy,  in  the  neigh bonrliood  of  Erh-tai-tzii  and 
Ka-chia-pu»  turned  liis  f^ms  njion  the  Jlatjk  of  thi*  tlivinion,  to 
which  many  gnnw  replieil,  Stein^^  the  enfeebled  condition  of 
Uif*  right  and  ct^ntre,  General  Okn  «ent  a  bittalion  of  the 
81*4  Ri-giment  to  the  8th  Diviaion  at  6  anu,  and,  two  and  a  half 
liooro  later,  a  battalion  of  the  2Ut,  to  the  Sth  DivisiorL 

3ft/  Divimmh,~Ii  has  bet  n  saiil  that  tlie  country  north  of 
Yu*hyng-ttin  is  «omewliat  higher  than  that  on  whieh  the  village 
ivtatids.     In  that  direction,  distant  abont  one  thoiknand  yards. 


•  Mwom^m  gtioeral  re^rvd.    ll  is  helioTod  tt  Ihfl  bogtnatag  of  thm 
'^        ^      coasiiUid  of  thd  Srd  DiTiftioa^  lit,  I3tli,  ao4  Udi  Koicrtt 

I  iioi  known  why  the  two  wingv  Attacked  tefNumtdy.— A.  Ji. 
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was  a  redoubt,  connected  with  the  village  by  a  mud  wall,  and 
on  its  flank  a  battery.  Yn-hung-tun  is  a  large  collection  of 
houses,  some  solidly  built  of  bricks  with  walls  one  hundred 
yards  beyond  them,  its  longest  sides  facing  the  east  and  west 
Before  it  were  no  obstacles,  but  the  outer  line  of  walls  was  held. 
Some  five  hundred  yards  south,  and  slightly  eastward,  was  a 
hamlet*  of  five  houses,  four  in  one  row  from  east  to  west,  and 
one  cottage  on  their  south  side.  Bound  this  little  block  of 
dwellings,  called  by  the  Japanese  "  San  gen^'-f  is  a  low  and 
fragile  wall,  fifty  yards  by  one  hundred,  the  long  sides  running 
parallel  to  the  row  of  houses.  Between  the  hamlet  and  the 
village  the  ground  was  undefended  except  for  a  strip  of  wall 
north  of  which  were  some  unfinished  chevavxc-de-frise  of  wood 
and  wire.  Still  further  to  the  south  of  the  hamlet,  about 
1,000  yards,  and  quite  apart,  is  a  redoubt  constructed  on  the 
site  of  the  razed  village  of  Chang-shih-chang.  Besides  the  guns 
upon  the  bill,  two  batteries,  within  epaulments,  stood  on  the 
low  ground  behind  Hsun-chia-kan-tzu,  completely  hidden  from 
the  Japanese  at  Li-kuanpu.  Of  this  position  the  portion 
chosen  for  attack  was  Yu-hung-tun  and  the  three  houses  to 
the  south.  The  ground,  as  elsewhere  east  and  west  of  it,  is 
absolutely  open,  and  on  the  latter  side,  over  which  the  attacker 
must  advance,  the  two  redoubts  could  bring  to  bear  cross  fire. 
To  send  his  menj  into  this  murderous  spot  was  the  duty  of  the 
commander  of  the  Srd  Division,  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  7th, 
as  they  went  forth  to  fight,  they  might  indeed  have  greeted  hira 
with  classic  words. 

At  the  time  the  operation  was  about  to  begin  the  enemy 
was  reported  to  be  falling  back  from  all  sides  of  the  field  in  such 
numbers  that,  should  he  be  permitted,  unassailed,  to  fall  upon 
the  Third  Army,  now  almost  barring  his  retreat,  its  situation 
would  be  seriously  imperilled.  Moreover,  the  capture  of  a 
portion  of  the  line  so  near  to  Mukden  would  probably  cause  him 
to  delay  and  perhaps  retaliate  by  a  counter-attack.  At  all 
events  the  Srd  Division  must  so  act  as  to  try  and  draw  superior 
forces  against  itself,  and  Major-General  Nambo,  to  whose  brigade 
the  duty  was  entrusted,  had  orders  to  conceal  his  strength, 
thereby,  presumably,  the  better  to  lure  the  Russians  towards 
the  south-west. 

The  ground  had  been  reconnoitred  on  tlie  6th  by  that 
brigade,  and  General  Nambo  looked  upon  the  capture  of  "  San 
greri"  as  of  first  importance,  as  from  its  position,  once  occupied, 
the  south-west  side  of  Yu-hung-tun  would  be  surrounded.  To 
effect  this  purpose,  the  I.  and  II./33rd  were  assigned  for  the 
movement  on  the  hamlet.     These  two  battalions   formed   the 

*  It  has  been  ueurly  pulled  down  since  the  battle  to  get  the  wood  from 
tlie  houses. — A.  H. 

t  **  S<m  gen  "  is  the  Japanese  for  **  3  hooseB."— A.  H. 

X  fifee  Panorama  8.  Major- General  Nambo  himself  gave  the  attach^ 
an  account  of  what  took  place.  (See  Appendix  2.)  Me  was  unable  to 
Stat?  hiR  precise  instructions,  but  what  is  given  in  this  report  was  gained 
from  •ther  sources.— A.  H. 
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right,  wliile  ih**  lelt,  cunsiBtiug  of  the  11.  and  IIL/6th  was 
dircttcsd  Ui  loud  on  Yti-hungtunj  keepifig  lowardFi  its  southern 
oihI,  a  isnuUl  party  waa  deputed  to  ruov*>  beyond  the  outer 
flatik  of  the  left  and  demonstrate  hv  l5re,  thereby  drawing  off 
atteatiau  rroiii  the  attack  of  the  reuiaiiider}  while  froiiL  the 
vieiuity  of  Chnrig-ahih*tuB  the  18th  Begiinent  in  like  nianiier 
Won  Id  a&'^iTtt. 

hy  4  n.ni.j  in  dea^i  silence,  the  force  deployed,*  and,  d©!*pite 
a  ootLater-attaek  iVotii  the  redoubt  at  Chang-Hhih-chang  and 
hemvy  loHnes— for  the  in  en  held  Jjack  fi'oni  battle  for  several 
iiioitthit  .shoutetJ  their  war  cry  a^  they  ai>proaehed  and  so  drew 
iii  **  was  taken  and  the  two  Russian  c^^uipanies  were 

„^-.^tyr -J  ^  ^'^'     ^^^*^  gallant  leader i  of  the  33id  slew  the 

oofnmituder  of  the  enemy  in  single  combat*  ami  many  men,  too, 
full  by  Im  swurd.  By  7  ajti  the  Routheni  eurner  of  Yii-hung- 
itm  was  t;ik€U  by  ilu*  Gth  Regimentp  but,  in  spite  of  nbiio^t  super- 
hamaa  effarts  to  iorc«  the  lius^ians  out,  they  clung  to  the  northern 
portion  of  the  village.  The  right  of  the  fWrd  l>eing  greatly 
exposed,  tl^e  reserve  Imttalion  wuh  sent  forwarfl  at  G  a  in.,  ami, 
imdeir  &  terrific  tire,  appru^ichtid.  Aware  tliat  ti^e  holders  of 
**8mngen**  wen^  RutJeriag  greatly  from  the  fl^ink  fire  frouj  the 
loalh  p&doubt,  the  cammander — one  of  the  few  ?iun  iving  officerB 
-*]ed  biii  men  against  that  plaee,  but  faibn^  to  take  it  di^w 
i}ft  to  his  leil  Joining  the  main  l^Kly  of  the  regiment.  An 
lioot]  mB  it  wms  light  thu  Russian  guns  tlid  evi*rything  to  drive 
hack  the  intmden^  of  ''  San  //en/'  bnt  oflicer»  and  men  had 
gotie  there  to  win  or  die,  and  clinging  to  the  meagre  cover 
of  ita  wallHf  re>Holved  to  sell  their  tives  as  dearly  as  they 
eould  Some  hount  |>aHsed,  and  at  11  a.m.  a  long  line  of 
Ruflsian  cttlnnms  leil  by  mounted  otReers  wus  si'en  nniving 
KWifily  forward  and  extending  from  T^i-kuan-tun  well  towards 
tlie  Houth,  A  heavy  fire  was  opentHl  as  they  came  near  and 
tley  were  driven  hack  with  loea.  Kext,  the  artillery  on  the 
cui  inys  .siii«  increased,  antl  l*y  1  p.m.  50  gun^  played  on  the 
liandet  and  on  Yu -bung  tun.  The  situation  of  the  bmve 
occupants  of  the  former  place^  crowdrd  into  an  area  one  hundnid 
varda  by  tifty,  grew  worse  and  worse.  No  spot  was  saf© 
frum  bullet  or  fj'om  shell,  and  the  dust  created  by  the  latter 
^'  hide  the  eni^niy  who  had  ratlie*!  a'jd  with    many  more 

i  '  i  \vi\i^  coming  on  again.     About  2  p*m.  the  bom  ban! - 

nent  cease^l,  and  line  after  line  of  Rn&^ians,  looking  like  giants 
the  milage  of  the  plain,  were  seen.     On  they  came,  forming 
(•ousy  target  fur  the  few  men  left  to  fire,  and  btt taring  the 
•*  und  witli    dead  and  woundiMb     The  fii*»t   line   driven  back 
brought  on  by  the  sccontl    and  at  length  tlie  little  island 


lillllllfflllbUt^fl    IllTTII 


kn.     Ht?  bttd  \H*en  sciaior  ^jiitAat  of  tW  3rd 

1  lowed  to  (*oitiiaiai(l  a  r  ~   i^nd  on  thii 

no  ill  htkille  he  loat  l^  ^  t  »ti  iignallj 

uuii  Itm  wtiole  »riny  rangwirU  i«ir^  uixnm  for  ciAy».~ 
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with  its  brave  defenders  was  reached.  A  deadly  bayonet  fight 
of  short  duration  then  took  place — for  most  of  the  offieem,  the 
regimental  commander  and  two  battalion  commanders  were 
dead — and  the  remnant  of  the  gallant  33rd  took  refuge  in  the 
adjacent  village.  There  the  6th,  joined  by  its  first  battalion 
before  half-past  nine,  was  engaged  in  a  bitter  stnigole  with 
the  Russians,  who  had  so  increased  in  the  northern  portion  of 
the  village  that  only  the  lower  section  could  be  held.  Here  for 
hours — both  sides — the  Japanese  constantly  running  short  of 
ammunition,  the  Russians  well  supplied  from  the  redoubt — 
hurled  hand-grenades  over  the  walls  that  bounded  the  central 
street,  and  until  night  a  fight  of  singularly  desperate  character 
went  on.  Towards  evening  it  had  become  apparent  that  the 
enemy  would  not  rest  satisfied  until  he  had  regained  the  place, 
and  as  the  force  available  to  hold  it  was  not  enough,  and  the 
general  condition  of  the  battle  elsewhere  did  not  demand  more 
sacrifice  at  this  single  point,  two  battalions  were  sent  forward 
from  Li-kuan-pu,  and  profiting  by  the  dark,  withdrew  through 
the  ring  of  Russians,  now  cJinost  encircling  the  place,  the 
wounded  and  survivors.  Of  the  5th  Brigade,  of  all  ranks  there 
were  left  unwounded  1,300  souls,  the  remnant  of  5,500*  men. 

Great  as  the  losses  were,  the  Japanese  hold  that  they  are 
amply  justified  by  results,  but  be  that  as  it  may,  the  fine 
courage — almost  Spai*tan-)ike — shown  by  the  5th  Brigade  on 
the  7th  March  will  stand  for  future  generations  of  their  army 
as  fields  like  Albuera,  Maya,  and  many  more,  stood  and  still 
stand  for  our  own. 

After  the  withdrawal  from  the  village  had  been  effected 
there  were  expectations  that  the  3rd  Division  at  Li-kuan-pu 
might  receive  a  counter-attack,  and  preparations  to  meet  it  were 
made,  but  the  enemy,  who  throughout  the  day  had  fought  with 
his  customary  courage,  had  lost  irom  six  to  ten  thousand  meii, 
and  Wiis  not  in  the  mood  to  follow  up  his  dearly  won  success, 
and  push  on  westward. 

During  this  day    (7th  March)  the   51st   Regiment   of   the 

13th  Reserve   Brigade  came  up,  and  at  2.30   p.m.  one  of   its 

battalions  was  sent  to  the  3rd  Division      Before  that  hour  the 

following  reinforcements  had  also  been  despatched  thither : — 

At  6  a.ui.,  a  battalion  of  the  34th  Regiment. 

At  10.30  am.,   the  13th  Artillery  Regiment,  withdrawn 

from  the  8th  Division. 
At  1.30  p.m.,  two  batteries  of  heavy  artillery  from  the  5th 
and  two  from  the  8th  Division. 

The  Second  Army  had  attacked  with  such  energy  at  all  parts 
of  the  line  opposite  it  that  it  was  now  almost  without  reserve, 
but  just  before  sunset  the  remaining  battalions  of  the  34th 
Regiment  rejoined  and  were  quartered  in  Ta-chin-tsui-tzu  (D  2). 


*  The  Jll/6th  had  30  sarTiyors  aooordiDg  to  the  Btatement  of  one  of 
the  officers  who  was  present  and  unwoanded. — A.  H. 
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Til©  Third  Artiiy  fla*ing  tluj  day  had  succeeded  in  occupy in^^ 
A  line  from  Cliang  chi^vUa  (F  1)  through  Kao-li-iim  to  Fiin-tai 
(KIX 

At  l(>  pit>.  (Ii'iurnil  Okn  iwaiK^d  the  following  onluirs : — 
1,  Tht*  riiihi  wing  of  the  Army  will  occupy  the  enemy 'n 

attention,  »o  tliat  moro  troopg  may  be  Bent  to  tho 

left  to  keep  touch  with  tlit*  Thinl  Army. 
i.  The  5th  Division  will   hoUl  thi?  ground  fiom  the  neigh- 

lioorh'^od  of   Hf>u  *»tti-chi*i-|'U  (D  2)  to  tl*e  siiuth-ea^t 

of  Yu-lin]^-pii,  including  the  old  railway  embankint  nt. 
3,  The   8th   DiviHion,  kee|iing  touch    with    th^   5th,  will 

extend  the  line  ua  far  as  Chatig'^hih  tun. 
i.  The  3rd    Diviainn   will   innintain    its  present  poaition 

and  protect  the    right  flank  and  rear    of  the    Tliinl 

Army,     A  part  of  th^  diviBioii  will  l>a  sent  Ur  occupy 

Hou-ming-tun  (I)  1)  in  strength, 
5*  EiV'h  iiivimt in  w*ill  endeiivcmr  ta  make  *icfeusivc  workfl 

along  itH  p€miti*in,  and    will  keep  a.s  larj^e  a  reserve 

aa  possible, 
l»   The  reserve  of  the  Army  will  assemble  at  5  a.ni,  south 

of  the  sandhill  near  Lin-ming-Hha-t>!U  f  l>  2  eastj.* 

Al  ^.l^  a.m.,  information  was  received  from  the  Third  Army  Stli  M«r< 
to  the  f?l!ect  that  on  tho  previouji  evening  it  h:id  occupied  ii  line 
extending  fnim  the  neighbourhood  of  Chang- chia-tjcu  Uy  (  hang- 
^png-ehiao  through  S^ii-fang  tai  (E  I  x.e,)  and  Pndisiao-tsui, 

^P  Ueneral  Oku  thereupon  decided  that  iic  must  endeavour  to 
bolfl  the  enemy  before  him  so  a.^  to  minimize  tiie  pre.'i^nre  tliat 
fnii^dit  W  bp»ii<*ht  ligainst  Of^nnral  Nogi's  tnxjiw,  and  allow  of 
their  interrupting  more  completely  the  Ru^niau  line  of  retreat. 
The  guns  of  the  3rd  and  Hth  Diviaions  wcrL'  thfircfore  orih'ied  to 
open  heavily  on  the  position  in  front  of  them,  and  tbo  left  of  tho 
fermer  divi^on  ^bh  extended  towards  Fun-tai  by  the  arrival, 
early  in  the  morning,  at  Fel  chia-tun  U>  E  1)  of  a  hattalirjm  of 
the  ^Ifft  Ileeerve  Regiment^  which  had  been  »cnt  thurc  on 
UubTUi. 

The  stjite  of  airairs  before  the  Fimt  and  Foudh  Armies  up 
lo  11  a.m-  was  known  to  to  a«  follows  :— 

Tlio  whole  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  tlie  Fii-st  Army  was 
retiring,  and  that  Army  from  the  evening  of  the  7th  an<l  the 
Fourth  Army  fn>iu  Uie  morning  of  the  8th  had  trvki^n  up  the 
LMl^iSi     Tbe  Firbt   Anny  \\u  ii^d  tt*  n^ach   Hyindiu-tien 

rwith  its  main  bfKlJ^  whih*  tlic  1  lean  the  4th  Division  and 

Colomd  Toniiuka*8  Detaeiiment — Ua*i  orders  to  pui'>tue  to  the 
line  Ttt-chang-erh-tun,  Man*chiadiiig'tzu,  Chan  Im  tzii.  After 
reaching  their  di^s^tinations  l»oth  aiTiiiea  would  at  once  pun«uethe 
coefliy  to  Tiah-ling* 


[^  Amj  Heftd-Qti»rtcr»  hrn  not  tii^mtioned  dailjp  la  orileri  •**  tht^y 
ifMl  &«  niQii»  Tiltai^e^.  und  camo  to  tli«'  i^me  eftodhffl  dm)j  at  thii 
ftna:— A.  B. 
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At  the  time  this  information  reached  the  Second  Army  an 
order  came  from  Marshal  Oyama  returning  to  it  the  4th  Division 
and  its  troops  which  were  with  Colonel  Tomioka's  Detachment. 
With  the  intention  of  bringing  that  division  to  Hou-ming-tun 
(D  1),  in  order  to  fill  up  the  ever  widening  gap  between  his 
Army  and  the  Third,  General  Oku  issued  at  noon  the  following 
order : — 

"  The  4th  Division,  leaving  Colonel  Tomioka's  Brigade  (8th 
Reserve  Brigade)  in  occupation  of  the  line  Su-chia-ian 
(E  3)  to  Erh-tai-tzu  (E  2  S.W.),  will  prepare  as  quickly 
as  possible  to  move." 

When  this  order  reached  Lieut-General  Tsukamoto,  his 
troops  were  hotly  pursuing  the  enemy,  who  was  not  in  strength 
and  in  considerable  disorder,  on  the  line  from  Te^-yang-erh-tun 
(E  3  west),  Su-chiartun,  Ta  Kuei-hsing-pu  to  Pei-ta-tzu-ying, 
and  his  main  body  was  at  Lan-shen-pu  (D  3  east).  As  Colonel 
Tomioka's  Detachment  had  been  assisting  the  6th  Division  in 
its  attSrck  since  the  preceding  day,  tiie  most  that  could  be  done 
on  the  8th  was  to  assemble  it  at  Ssu-fang-tai  (E  3)  and  with- 
draw from  it  the  units  of  the  4th  Division.  This  effected,  the 
front  held  by  t))at  division  could  be  transferred  to  what  would 
then  become  solely  the  8th  Reserve  Brigade.  Lieut-General 
Tsukamoto  therefore  auked  that  he  might  be  allowed  one  day 
more  to  carry  out  the  order,  a  request  which  was  reluctantly 
accorded.  As  the  III./37th  Regiment  of  his  command  was  at 
this  time  free  to  march  in  the  required  direction,  it  was  sent 
forthwith  to  Ssu-faiig-pu  (D  2),  where  it  joined  the  Army 
reserve. 

5th  Division. — On  the  line  held  by  the  5tii  Division  a  slight 
change  had  taken  place,  for  the  troops  had  been  drawn  back 
somewhat,  and  now  held  a  position  from  Tu-ling-pu  to  Ta 
Yu-shu-pu,  where  from  4.30  a.m.  works  of  defence  were  made. 
Soon  after  daylight  the  artillery  of  the  division  opened  fire 
on  Sha-to-tzu,  which  was  returned  by  the  enemy's  artillery 
there,  but  the  usual  reply  did  not  come  from  North  and  South 
Mo-chia-pu,  for  the  guns  there  had  been  removed.  A  small 
reconnaissance  party  followed  by  a  larger  was  therefore  sent 
in  the  direction  of  the  two  last-numed  villages,  and  their 
rej)ort  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  enemy  was  few  in  number. 

At  10  a.m.  the  5th  Cavalry  Regiment  under  Lieut-Colonel 
Tanada — which  was  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Hun — occupied 
Erh-tai-tzu,  and  part  of  the  right  wing  of  the  division,  at 
11  a.m.,  acting  on  the  information  gained  by  the  reconnaissance, 
took  South  Mo-chia-pu,  while  four  hours  later  another  part  of 
the  same  wing  seized  North  Mo-chia-pu. 

At  3.30  p  m.  General  Oku,  hearing  that  the  movement  of  the 
First  and  Fourth  Armies  was  progressing,  issued  the  following 
orders : — 

1.  The  enemy  before  us  seems  to  be  inclined  to  retreat,  while 
before  the  Third  Army   his    numbers  are  gradual^ 
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inemfLsmg  and   tfireatening  to   break  through   to  tho 
north. 

2.  The  Army  will  at  once  puinme. 

3.  Tlie  5th  Division  will  repulse  the  enemy  before  it.  ami 
should  reach  Ta-pj  (E  2). 

4.  The  8th  Divisioti  will  connect  with  the  5th,  repulse  the 
enemy  before  it,  and  reach  Liu-kuan-tun,  but  one 
bftttaiion  of  reserve"  troops  will  be  left  at  S8UK;hia-taii 
( 0  2)  aft  part  of  the  Artny  reserve* 

5.  Tha  3r*i  Division,  after  repulsing  the  enemy  in  Chang- 
shih'clianj^  and  Yu-lmng*tun,  will  occupy  tiiat  line* 
One  bat Ud ion  will  hi*  giveii  to  the  division  ;  it  iB  now 
at  SsiU'fantr-pu,  and  will  proceed  to  Hsing-ndng-tun 
(D  2  north). 

bik  D%vi9ion  (co^itimted). — At  4  p. in,  the  wings  of  the 
5ih  IHvbion  prepared  to  advance,  the  right  wiog  from  North 
McH:hia-pu  c*n  Sha-to-tzu  and  the  left  from  Ta  Yu-ahu-pu 
agWiiJit  tbe  wt^Htoni  face;  of  the  same  objective,  and  to  Ruppurt 
tEese  muvemitnts  the  niount^iin  guiis  took  position  in  the 
neiglihourhood  of  the  old  railway  bndge*  After  a  brief 
t)ombardinent  the  attack  began  at  5.30  pan*,  but  tlie  enemy 
niaintained  hiH  ground^  and  when  the  ^un  set,  the  Umt  hue 
I  \    n.*acht*<l  a  fi*ont   some  four  huridmd  yardn  from  his 

'  'incnt8,    yet    sufficiently    close    to    make    his    reUvat 

iherel'rom  a  matter  of  difficulty* 

At  night  Anuy  He^d-Qaarters  remained  at  Ssu-fang-pu,  the 
ve  Ixniig  piiilly  there  and  partly  in  Ssu-ch»a-tun  (D  2). 

At  10.50  p.m.  orders  were  issued  to  the  3rd  Division. 

1,  The  mafiB  of  the  enemy's  retreating  troops  is  trying  to 
tn^eak  through  the  front  of  the  Third  Army,  and,  to 
elu^ck  thai  movement,  that  army  is  occupying  a  lint* 
from  Chang' chia-tifiu  (F  1)  to  Fun-tiu  (E  I). 
Tho  3rd  Division  will  d«^tacli  two  bfittfilions  and  a 
hiittalion  of  artillery  to  proceed  to  Fun-tai,  and  Uk^ 
over  that  plaee  from  the  Third  Army,  The  duties 
to  be  perfonned  by  this  detachment  are  (a)  to  protect 
the  right  tlaok  of  the  Thii^I  Army,  and  free  the  units 
of  that  army  which  it  will  replace,  (h)  to  endeavour 
to  a^ist  the  attack  of  the  Third  Army.  A  battalion 
of  the  5 let  Beserve  Regiment  will  arrive  at  Hou- 
ming-tun  (D  1)  at  5  a,ni.,  9th  instant. 

So  far,  with  th*^  exception  of  the  3rd   March,  tlie  weather  0tk 
durtnj;  the  battle  had  tieen  fine  and  clear,  hut  on  this  date  a 
Lftron  '^  west  wind  blew,  raising  clouds  of  dust  nnd  sand, 

making  observation  difficulty  but  greatly  injj>eding 


•  Tlii»  jKctai  to  liftv©  been  »  bfttt*lif«i  of  the  2rid  Beserrif  B^gtment^ 
n  with  the  Ifit  C»T^lrT  Bngmdo  at  San^chia^Uti  (B4)^biit 
^  d  the  Hih  DiTtsioa  wbeti  I  hat  brigade  went  Uj  the  left  of 
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inter-communication.  It  was  now  obvious  that  the  enemy 
between  sunset  and  dawn  had  begun  to  withdraw  the  greater 
portion  of  his  troops,  and,  in  consequence,  two  distinct  duties 
devolved  upon  the  Second  Army,  firstly,  that  of  assisting  the 
Third  Army,  and,  secondly,  that  of  preventing  the  enemy  before 
itself  from  retiring,  except  with  heavy  loss.  To  carry  out  tiieee 
duties  a  transfer  of  troops,  for  which  the  4th  Division  was 
designed,  was  imperative,  but  the  arrival  of  that  division  had, 
at  its  commander's  request,  been  postponed  for  twenty-four 
hours,,  and,  as  the  operation  was  one  admitting  of  no  delay, 
troops  to  carry  it  out  must  be  obtained  elsewhere.  To  with- 
draw them  for  this  purpose  from  the  first  line  of  the  army,  then 
in  the  open  witlin  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  Russian  line, 
would  be  a  task  both  hazardous  and  difficult,*  but  as  no  other 
more  satisfactory  solution  ofiered,  it  was  decided  to  send  the 
8th  Division  to  the  north,  and  direct  the  4th  Division  to  cross 
the  Hun  near  Mo-chia-pu,and,  connecting  with  the  6th  Division, 
move  north-westward.  At  2  a.m.,  therefore,  the  following  orders 
were  issued : — 

1.  The  Army  will  pursue  the  enemy  with  its  main  body,  a 

part  moving  to  the  assistance  of  the  Third  Army. 

2.  The  8th  Division,  leaving  one  regiment  of  infantry  (less 

one  battalion)  at  ?)ing-kuan-tun  (D  2  east)  and  one 
battalion  at  Yu-ling-pu  under  the  command  of  the 
General  Officer  commanding  5th  Division,  will  move  by 
the  southern  side  of  the  old  railway  embankment  by 
Lan-shan-tai  (D  2  north)  and  Hou-ming-tun  to  Fun>tai 
On  arriving  there  it  will  cover  the  right  of  the  Third 
Army,  and,  if  necessary,  repulse  the  enemy  before  it,  so 
as  to  help  the  Third  Army's  movements.  One  battalion 
of  reserve  infantry  at  Ssu-chia- tun  will  be  attached  to 
the  division. 

3.  The   5th   Division  will,  if   possible,  repulse  the   enemy 

before  it,  and,  advancing  to  the  ground  north  of  the 
line  (E  2)  Sha-to-tzu  to  Hsiao-lin-tun,  try  to  occupy 
a  front  from  Liu-kuan-tun  to  Chang-shih-chang.  One 
regiment  (less  one  battalion  at  Ning-kuan-tun  (D  2  east) 
and  one  battalion  at  Yu-ling-pu)  will  enter  into  the 
command  of  the  General  Officer  Commanding. 

4.  The    3rd    Division,    maintaining    connection    with    the 

attacking  force  of  the  5th,  will  endeavour  to  occupy 
Yu-hung-tun  and  assist  the  turning  movement  of  the 
8th  Division. 

5.  Of  the  4th  Division  the  7th  Brigade  (less  one  battalion), 

under  the  command  of  its  brigadier-general,  with  the 

*  It  is  nuderstood  that  a  prolonged  diBcnssion  took  place  among  the 
General  8ta£E  of  the  Second  Army  as  to  the  transfer.  Part  were  in 
favour  of  applying  to  Marshal  Oyama  for  more  troops  for  the  purpose, 
and  part  wisned  to  carry  out  the  duty  without  assistance  from  outside, 
lest  the  general  reserve  might  be  wanted  elsewhere.  The  Uktter  faction 
won  their  point,  and  General  Oku  concurred  with  them. — A.  H. 
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4th  Artillery  Uegiment  and  ith  Engineer  Battalion, 
will  en)«s  tJie  Hun  in  the  neighbourhood  of  So'ith 
Mi>ehia*pii  at  8.30  a«in«i  and  from  North  Mo-ehta-pti 
try  10  reach  Ta-pu. 

Ac^yFrflinp  to  these  orders  that  portion  of  the  4th  Divi^^ion 
m^enUont*<l  in  General  OkuV  last  order  lijft  Wen-shinku  (E  3) 
al  6*30  a.ni.,  and  ni'irchin;?  through  Pei-ta-tzu*ying  cro.Hsod  the 
Htm  at  Sonth  Moehia-pu  and  advanced  on  Ta-ftu,  the  urtillrry 
pasting  thft  river  mmr  Su-hu-pn* 

The  6th  Division  attacked  Sha-tri-tzu  t«?fore  davvr»,  but  the 
flr&  of  the  enemy  B  machine  guns  anil  artillery  on  the  flank  at 
K&o*ktian4fm  e;iUfle<i  heavy  loss,  and  once  more  the  .'ittempt  to 
take  the  vUUgt-  faih^d.  The  left  wingf,  however,  was  now  only 
mi4*  hundred  and  fifty  yartl^  antl  the  ri|,dit  three  hundred  yards 
from  the  en  trench  men  t»,  and  agaifi^t  the  defemlerM  several 
cmaTailint^  charges  were  made.  Part  of  tlie  right  wing  from 
Nf!  '  "  '  pu  broug!it  to  hoar  a  flank  fire  on  Sha-to-toi, 
an-^  n*  of  the  tro*>p8  on  its  Routhem  border  to  with- 

draw, but  their  pfnee  \vm  quickly  taken  by  I'e  in  force  men  ts,  and 
arUtlery  appearing  at  Ta-pu  lielped  by  its  fire  to  res  I  ore  the 
ftiluation*  From  9  a;m.  till  noon  the  ©nemy  s  fire  was  at  its 
lieiglit,  and  the  lonseg,  1,000,  including  many  officers,  grew  ho 
hisavy  that  0<inenil  Kigi^shi  ordered  Major- Orneral  Murayarna, 
then  ill  commatid  of  tlie  finjt  line,  to  ccane  tuaking  charges  and 
hald  the  ^Kudtion  so  far  gained,  whence  tlie  enemy  could  injt 
retire  bj^  day*  To  aasii^t  in  this  duty  a  battalion  was  fient  forwaivl 
fnKii  tTi      '        mal  reMTve, 

At  ii«,  part  of  ihe  4th  Division  came  up,  and  taking 

post  on  the  ri^bt  of  the  5th*  helped  to  contain  the  enemy.  The 
main  hoily  of  the  7tli  BH^ade  had  by  that  hour  reacn  South 
!ii|i»-<!hia'pu,  whonre  a  hattalion  of  infantry  was  sent  eastwards 
to  Ho* wan-tun  (E  2)  t*)  protect  the  advanco  of  the  8th  R^sorve 
Brigade«and  bythn  afternoon  hailcroyHwI  the  river,  the  artillery, 
which  had  ah'iady  arrived  on  the  right  bank,  coming  up  to 
Ta  Yu-Kbu-pu,  w  hence  it  op^^ned  tire.  The  transfer  of  the  front  h*dd 
by  the  4th  Division  to  the  8th  Reserve  Brigade  wan  effected  by 
no*'  '  '^t  rdglit  tbe  divimon  wils  tpiartered  in  the  nel^jlibour- 

ho<i  uth  Mii-chia-pu  and  Hrii-tid-ti^iL     To  ket*p  communi* 

eitjon  with  the  Fourth  Amiy,  the  5th  Cavalry  Retjinient  with 
two  companies  of  inf;*ntry  under  Lieut.-Coloncl  Tanada,  wa* 
det4iehe  I  to  !  Uiao-j'ant*-erh-tun  (W  3). 

8|A  i>itMiait. — The  loeseB  which  the  8th  Division  bad  under- 
had  410  depleted  its  ranks  that  Lieut. -General  Tat^umi,  to 
iJie  f»o*«itioti    front   Xing  kuan -tun  to   Yu-ling-jm,  found 
ii|i  '  .  of  leaving  nut  tliree  luittalions.  as 

dnliit9d«  but  .dnd<T  u(  thediviHiun  was  nucce^sf ally 

wHhdimwn,  attd  ns%emhled  before  daybreak  in  tlie  nerghlKiurbtKul 
tf  SaQ-ehia>tun^  whence  at  6  ajn*  it  marched  through  t^n- 
aluui-iai  tu  Obia-tien  (D  I  centre).  The  llus*(ian  foict\  opp>wite 
itm  gruuiid  whieh  it  wa»  abi)ut  to  occupy »  uumVii«^  vA^^V  ou^ 
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division,  the  infantry  thereof  holding  a  line  fix)m  the  north  of 
Yu-hung-tun  to  a  point  1,500  yards  north-east  of  Fun-tai,  with 
artillery  in  position  (E  1)  at  Tsi-kuan-tun,  Ma-kuan-tzu,  and 
Ta  Fang-shih-tun.  A  little  after  mid-day  four  battalions  of  the 
8th  Division,  sent  on  in  advance,  came  up  and  occupied  a  line 
from  Fun-tai  to  Chang-wang-chiao,  relieving  a  portion  of  the 
9th  Division  of  the  Third  Army,  which  imm^iately  went  north- 
east. The  main  body  of  the  8th  went  into  quarters  for  the 
nighfc  in  Chia-tien  and  the  adjacent  villages,  where  it  was  within 
supporting  distance  of  the  line  taken  up. 

3rd  Division.— To  fulfil  the  10.50  p.m.  order  of  the  8th  March, 
the  3rd  Division  sent  two  battalions  of  infantry  and  eighteen 
guns  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Fun-tai,  a  force  which,  with  the 
units  of  the  8th  Division  that  came  up  later,  made  the  total 
strength  of  infantry  guarding  that  place  and  its  vicinity  one 
brigade.  The  3rd  Division  itself  could  do  little  this  day  towards 
occupying  Yu-hung-tun.  The  stormy  weather  made  it  difficult 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  enemy  still  held  that  place  in 
force,  and  for  this  reason  Lieut. -General  Oshima  withheld  the 
order  to  attack.  The  day  was  therefore  passed  in  reconnoitring 
with  small  parties  and  in  firing  with  artillery. 

At  9  p.m.  General  Oku  sent  an  order  to  the  8th  Division 
defining  more  precisely  the  object  with  which  it  had  been 
transferred  further  north.     Its  terms  were  these : — 

1.  The  main  body  of  the  8th  Division  has  been  sent  in  the 

direction  of  Fun-tai  in  order  to  protect  the  right  of  the 
Third  Army  so  that  it  can  continue  its  movement 
without  fear  of  the  enemy  breaking  through  between 
it  and  the  Second  Army. 

2.  Keeping  the  above  object  in  view,  the  8th  Division  will 

try  to  occupy  a  line  extending  from  Fun-tai  to  a  point 

2  J  miles  east  of  Ta-shih-chiao(E  1  west),  but  no  further. 

This   prolongation  of  the  left  wing  of  the  division  is 

intended  to  help  the  movement  of  the  Third  Army. 

Before  occupying  the  above-mentioned  line  the  Genenil 

Officer  commanding  8th  Division  will  consult  with  the 

General  Officer  commanding  Third  Army  so  as  to  &11 

in  with  his  views.* 

th  Mar.  During  the  night   indications  were  not   wanting  that  the 

enemy  was  on  the  point  of  retiring,  and  it  was  known,  too,  that 

he  had  already  sent  back  a  considerable  portion  of  his  force.     In 

consequence,  at  6.30  a.m.  the  5th  Division  attacked  and  took  Sha- 

to-tzu,  and  at  the  same  time  the  7th  Bri<^nde  of  the  4th  Division 

occupied  Kun-chan-tun  (E  2  centre),  and  an  hour  later  the  noise 

of  an  explosion  announced  that   the   railway  bridge  over  the 

Hun  had  been  blown  up.      The  7th  Brigade  pusiied  on  and  at 

10.30  a.m.  engaged  the  enemy  on  the  line  from  Lang-ahf  through 

Kang-chia-tun  to  Ta-pu,  whence  he  was  driven  to  the  nor^- 

*  Lieat.-General  Tatsnmi  had  anticipated  this  order  and  carried  it 
out. — A.  H. 

t  On  Roath  bank  of  Hnn  Ho  (E  2). 
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ra^  Tlie  3i^l  DivJHiun,  though  tha  tog^  which  hung  over  the 
grotind  in  front  of  it,  detocted  that  a  uiovement  to  the  rear  was 
m  prpgresfi,  an'],  suppotiitKl  by  its  artillery^  reoccupie^i  the  line 
tak€ii  at  such  cmt  on  the  7th.  On  iU  left  the  8th  Division 
CiiUed  up  alt  its  guu»  to  the  vicinity  of  Liu-chia-wo-pang  (E  I) 
aiiil  catmonafled  the  troops  at  Ta  Faog-8hi}i'tun.  At  11  a.tD. 
pe«eiving  the  enemy  to  be  I'etiritig  in  disorder,  its  whole  line 
pursued,  and  at  2*30  p.m,  arrives  1  on  a  front  from  Ta-ping- 
ehaag  through  Cha*shao-tun  to  Hsiao  Fang-shih-tun.  At  the 
Mne  hour  inforniatiun  arrived  at  the  head -quartern  of  the 
Second  Antiy  that  the  Fourth  Army  was  pushing  forward  on 
tim  «a8t  of  Mukden, 

At  11.30  a«m.  General  Oka  had  issued  the  foil  owing 
^fr»: — 

1,  Tb©  enemy  in  front  is  retiring  from  all  points  towards 

the  north   and   north-east.     The  Army   will   at  once 
pursue. 

2,  Tlie  4th  Diviision,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Ta-pu  (E  2) 
and  Liu'kuan-tnn  will  purnue  to  Sudi-ma-tung  (E  2 
east)*  One  brigade — ie^  two  battalionR — must  be  kept 
ready  to  come  under  the  direct  orderi*  of  the  Army 
Ccimmander. 

2-  The  5th  Diviiiion,  connecting  with  the  4th,  will  puraut* 
from  Liu*kuan-tun  and  Chang-shih-cliaug  in  the 
difection  of  Ssu*ton  (E  2  N<E,) 

4,  The  3rd  Division,  connecting  with  the  5th,  will  advance 
to  Ta-ping*chiing  (E  1). 

5.  The  Stli  Division,  connecting  with  the  Tlnrd  Army,  will 
repultte  the  enemy  before  it  and  advance  to  Houston 
(El). 

Ill  iicei.mlHn<*e  with  thi^se  ordera  the  4th  and  5th  Divisions 
following  up  the  Lmemy  arrived  west  of  Mukden  at  7  p.m*,  part 
of  their  trcops  taking  possession  of  the  city^  where  a  portion  of 
the  8tli  Division  had  already  arrived  at  4.30  p.m.  The  main 
bcMly  of  the  4ih  Division  assembled  at  Wu-chia-tzu  (F  1)  and 
Sndi-ma'tnng  (E  2  cast),  while  one  of  its  brigades^ less  two 
battaiioti^— was  placed  under  the  direct  orders  of  the  Army 
CoQit&ander  at  Cheng-ebia-wa^tzu  (E  2). 

At  7  pm.the  3rd  Division  reached  the  neighbourhood  of 
Lia-ehia*wa  (F  1),  and  two  hours  later  the  main  Ixxly  went  into 
ifitarterH  at  Chin-cliia-%vo-t?;u  (E  1  east).  I'art  of  tlie  Kth  Di vi- 
rion, as  statetl,  had  entered  Mukden  at  430  p.m,,  whence  it 
advanced  to  Houl/on,  the  main  lio^ly  being  quartered  north* 
Wtst  of  the  city.  The  8th  Reserve  Brigade,  which  had  followed 
dose  on  Um  heels  of  the  retiring  f  nemy,  halted  south  of  thi* 
UnD  railway  bridge  at  Yang- hsui- tun- t^n. 

At  5  p.m.  Army  Head-Quarters  reached  Chang-ahih-tun 
(D  2),  and  tlience  oniers  were  sent  directing  each  di vision  to 
hold  the  ground  then  occupied. 

c    10194.  I 
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At  11  p.TiL  the  position  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Armies 
known  to  be  as  follows : — 

The  Third  Army  was  in  occupation  of  a  line  from  San-ftai-^za 
through  Chan-chia-tzu  to  Tan-i-tun  (E  1  N.B.),  and  opposite  its 
left  was  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy.  ' 

The  Fourth  Army  was  on  a  line  from  Ta-wa*  thn>ii{^ 
Yu-lin-pu  to  Erh-tai*tzu  (F  1)  and  was  driving  before  it  the 
flying  enemy. 

Under  these  conditions' General  Oku  ordered  the  commaiider' 
of  the  8th  Division  to  pursue  as  far  as  Ta-wa  and  Tan^iytUn. 

1th  Mar.  The  General  Officer  commanding  8th  Division  in  a^ordance 
with  his  orders  detached  a  force  to  pursue,  which  was  composed 
OS  follows : — 

Right  column. — One  battalion  41  st  Reserve  Regiment 
Left  column. — About  half  of  tho  8th  Cavalry  l^giment 
32nd  Infantry  Regiment. 
One  battalion  2nd  Reserve  Regiment. 
One  independent  battalion  of  field  artillery. 

The  right  column  left  the  neighbourhood  of  Liu-chia-ah 
(F  1)  at  8  a.m.  and  advanced  to  Wu-ni-ohiu,  and  the  left  column, 
at  the  same  hour,  keeping  west  of  Liu-chia-ah,  marched  to  Y un- 
kuan-tsui.  Behind  these  forces,  which  reached  the  indicated 
limits  at  10  a.m.^  the  main  body  of  the  division  followed  in  two 
parts.  During  the  pursuit  many  prisoners  were  taken  or 
surrendered. 

At  8  a.m.  Army  Head-Quarters  marched  from  Chang-shih- 
tun,  and  reaching  Mukden  in  the  afternoon  went  into  quarters 
west  of  the  city,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  place  its  divisions — 
too  reduced  in  numbers  to  follow  up  the  enemy  to  the  north — 
were  ordered  to  remain  in  second  line. 

The  great  struggle  was  for  a  time  over  for  the  Second  Army, 
and  its  high  percentage  of  loss — 33  per  cent — is  sufficient 
evidence  alone  to  prove  how  thoroughly  General  Oku  carried 
out  the  task  assigned  to  him.  As  commander  of  the  force 
on  the  immediate  right  of  the  Third  Army,  his  duty  was  to 
further  to  the  utmost  its  eflbrts  to  push  well  to  the  north- 
west by  drawing  upon  himself  superior  numbers  and  thereby 
lessening  the  resistance  that  might  be  brought  against  it  The 
greater  the  pressure  he  could  put  upon  that  part  of  the  position 
which  lay  opposite  his  army,  the  better  the  chance  would 
General  Nogi  have  of  severing  the  railway  line  and  barring  the 
roads  leading  north  from  Mukden.  But,  in  addition  to  engSLging 
the  enemj^'s  attention  to  such  a  degree  as  to  make  him  realize 
that  if  a  man  were  transferred  to  another  portion  of  the  field 
the  position  might  be  broken  through,  it  was  necessary  to 
employ  every  man  that  could  be  spared  towards  extending  his 

*  8  miles  north-east  of  Mukden.    For  position  of  Third  and  Fourth 
Annies,  $ee  Map  61. 
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own  left.  The  further  notib  that  lie  could  atntch,  the  fitronger 
wt^M  the  Third  Amiy  be  at  the  decisiv^:^  fKiItit,  and  the  lem  th@ 
pnibubility  that  the  t-nemy  in  hii*  hurritHj  exodiia  could  forcts  a 
pttfiAAj^  through  it««  ranks.  But,  apart  from  the  question  of 
winning  a  conduftiv^  victory  by  snrit)undiiig  the  Kuyaian  Army 
— mi  operation  of  great  difficulty  for  which  the  Japanese  had 
fureef  n/atrctily  afio(}uate — the  point  as  to  how  far  the  Second 
Army  was  eniploytHl  in  the  butUe  of  Mukden  Uy  the  beat 
advuntag^,  and  whether,  ha<]  its  troops  been  applied  in  a  HOme- 
wbai  ditfWent  manner,  greater  results  might  have  been  gained, 
IB  perhapn  worth  considering. 

Wlierf%  as  in  tliis  crowning  victory  of  the  Japane^,  five 
ftrmm  are  ounibiucd  together  to  break  the  enotny d  powi^r^  the 
iiiov#iiiotit£  of  ail  of  which  are  closely  interwoven*  it  in  not  eeay 
to  decide  to  what  extent  the  action  of  one  uin^le  Army^^more 
dly  of  one  not  ported  on  a  t)ank — ^has  affected  the  general 
It  has  btH^n  ]^>inted  out  l^efore  that  the  tendency  of  the 
Seermd  Anny  wa?*  to  lean  toward*  its  right  at  finst.  and,  on  the 
4th  Marchg  this  inelination  wtm  a  i  ted  by  the  offer  of  the 

4tii  Division  to  rJie  Fourth  An  ^  ■  n  engaged  in  a  futilu 
^tempt  to  tnke  the  uhnoht  inii^r^guable  positiim  of  Wan-pao 
Hhiin,  Witi-thifr  anxiety  at  that  time  prevailed  at  Mauchurian 
Army  Ht^4wUQuHrtHrH  rt^gimling  the  line  of  eomniunimition  to  the 
mfUih  Ik?  said,^  but,  as  on  tlmt  date  the  Third  Army  waj* 

otaki  -  progresM  in  its  north  want  movement,  i\»iafton  if  any 

thi^re  htttl  b*Hin  for  alarm  liad  vanishtd.  Moreover^  tho  hi^toiy 
of  wan*  abf^unda  in  examples  ^diowing  how,  when  the  ndverauiry  a 
lino  of  rctr^mt  is  dangeroriBly  menaeed^  bin  every  thought 
beooi'  n>diately  concentrated  on  the  problem  of  I'Obtoring 

the  ti  hy  drivinf^  off  tiie  nggres^ir  with  nnperior  force. 

But  when  tjn     ,\,^v  ^     .tfety  is  reduce* I   praLtinUly  to  a  mngle 
ilwiiy  line  Mncr-il   ih.  u.^and  miles  in  letigth,  the  peril  is  pro* 
irtionatety  greater,  and  few  but  the  l*okk*»t  nnd  moi^t  confident 
^ii.  gmeirals  c<>idd  Face  it  witli  imlilTerence. 

xiie  time  lyid  therefore  come  for  tlie  JapanaBO  to  throw 
every  man  that  could  be  apar^^d  noith  and  not  aonth  of 
Uukden. 

Yetf  on  ttio  4th  Mamh,  when  the  situation  waa  developing 
in  a  highly  favourable  manner,  Mai^hal  Oyima  acquiesced  in 
iha  withdrawal  of  practically  on©  halft  of  the  Second  Army, 
and  ife^  trantirerenee  to  another  poir^t  where  8ucce^i  if  gaineil 
would  have  availed!  him  little.  The  decis^i^'e  point  was  not  oa 
that  part  of  the  tine,  ami  for  this  reason  it  k  thought  that  a 
tictter  application  of  ihe  forces  of  the  Soamd  Army  might  have 
been  mme. 


*  Th^^  writer  enf&ft  to  If  now  liit«r  that  tli^  J&panew  tbda^ht  il  pOMible 
■I  %n  &tt«m(it  migbfc  be  mnd^  by  ibe  Eniaiaiti  to  brt^ak  their  ceotrt^— 
A  H« 

t  The  il.h  Diviitoa  hud  aine  b^ttaliDas*  Cafonel  Totnioka  nine  more* 
1  Iho  ZUh  Eegimoat  wm  itill  with  Iheta.— A.  IL 
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If  all  the  battles  fought  in  Manchuria  during  the  present- 
campaign  be  examined,  it  will  be  found  that  rarely,  if  ever^ 
have  the  Japanese  brought  overwhelming  strength  to  bear  at 
that  point  where  success  if  won  is  most  complete.  At  liBO-yaing 
the  Second  Army,  with  three  and  a  half  divisions,  hurled  itself 
for  days  against  an  immensely  strong  position  held  by  aiv 
inferior  force,  when  one  of  its  divisions  employed  elsewhere 
would  probably  have  given  a  decisive  victory.  So,  too,  at 
Mukden,  had  the  Second  Army,  instead  of  busying  itself  with 
the  affairs  of  the  force  upon  its  right,  turned  its  attention  to  the 
northward,  and,  while  maintainiDg  touch  to  the  south,  occupied 
Fun-tai  on  the  5th  or  6th,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  Third  Army  might  have  crossed  the  railway  and  brought 
about  a  rout  even  greater  than  that  which  actually  occurred. 

Every  army  has  its  own  peculiar  characteristic,  and  the 
preference  of  the  Japanese  for  what  Wellington  called  *'  bludgeon- 
work  "  is  remarkable.  Where  the  enemy  is  strongest  there  the 
attack  must  be  pushed  with  the  utmost  vigour,  and  so  the  weak 
spot  in  his  armour  is  overlooked  or  insufficiently  probed.  There 
is  little  delicacy  in  the  handling  of  their  troops ;  all  depends  on 
the  sledge-hammerlike  attacks  which  succeed,  not  by  force  of 
numbers,  as  did  those  of  the  Germans  in  1870,  but  by  indomit- 
able valour.  Nevertheless,  that  the  Japanese  generals  know 
their  men  is  certain,  and  that,  knowing  them,  they  employ  them 
19  the  best  advantage,  is  probable.  Against  a  singularly  obstinate 
foe  they  have  invariably  succeeded,  and  though  their  methods 
may  seem  lacking  in  some  of  the  refinements  of  the  art  of  war — 
the  brilliant  touches  of  the  master-hand — the  results  they  have 
attained  have  been  astounding. 


APPENDIX   1. 

Order  of  Battle  of  the  Second  Japanese  Armt. 
General  Officer  Commanding,  General  Baron  Oku. 

^th  Division,  Lieut.-General  Tsukamoto. 

7th  Brigade,  8th  and  37th  Regiments. 
19th      „         9bh  and  38th 
Divisional  troops  : — 

1  squadron  cavalry,  1  battalion  of  engineers. 

6   batteries  field  artillery,   3  independent  batteries  field 
artillery. 

5th  Diviaion,  Lieut-General  Rigoshi. 

9th  Brigade,  11th  and  4l8t  Regiments. 
2l8t       „        21st  and  42nd 
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Diviiioaiil  tn>op9  :■ — 

1  ifittadniQ  cavalry,  1  batialioD  of  oo^ti^em. 
4  bftttoriea  mountain  artillery,   3  iodepeadeot   batter!^ 
field  artilleiy. 


hilt  JOivuion,  Ltaut.-General  TatiumL 

4th  Enfftdoif  5th  and  Slst  Regiments. 

16th      „         I7th  and  32nd 

Dtvisional  troops  :— 

I  9qvmdron  cairalry,  1  battalion  of  engineers 
6  hatter ief%  mountain   llrtiIierJ^   3  ifidependeni   batteries 
field  artillery. 


Sth  Reserve  Brigaxle : — 
•  I  Ht*ction  cavalry- 
•1  Imttalion  of  field  artillery  (18  guns). 

1  battery  captured  Russian  field  artillery  (6  guns). 

1  battery  of  9-<?in-  niortars  (4  guns). 
•1  company  of  engineers. 
*S  battaltonfi  of  infantry. 

Miserve  of  Uie  Army  :— 
Heavy  artillery: 

6  batteries  12-ciiu  howitzers  {24  j»i<j€e8) 
3         ,,         15-en),         ,,  (0  (1^  piecei). 

1  liattery  O-cm.  liowitxcrs  (H  pieces). 
42iid  Regiment  of  5tli  DiviKion  (24  battalions V 
31iii  ..  8th         .,        (3  „         ). 

J  company  en^in**i*n<  fnnti  9th  Reiierve  Bri^^e(?), 
nSIst  Kt^ituent  13th  Re^t^rvc  Brigade  joined  the  reserve 
from  the  general  army  reserve  on  6th  March, 


Notes, 

(a)  In  adfiition  to  the  abovp  troopa  the  31th  Regiment  of 
the  8rd  Division  (of  the  general  reeerve)  was  with  the  Second 
Afmy,  and  np  to  the  Gth  March  was  on  the  left  of  Colonel 
Totoioka'a  ]Jt*taeliment  After  that  date  it  cauie  up  tmttalion 
afler  battulion  to  the  Hci-ond  Anny  re^rve* 

(b)  The  4th  DiviBion  and  Colonel  Tomioka'^  Detachment 
wens  transferred  to  the  Fourth  Army  for  fleveral  days.  Th« 
4th  Division  was  returned  to  the  Second  Army,  but  Colonel 
Tomiokas  Detacl)meut»  less  the  units  of  the  4th  DKiHion, 
nKiiaailtd  aaparatd  from  the  Secood  Army, 


Ncmt. — Troopt  marked  *'^"  were  taken  from  the  4tb  Diriibn,  so  thitt 
th^t  litrlsion  waft  Tvmllj  abort  of  theie  aniti  and  had  not  iti  full  atr^ct^t^tiu 
— A.H. 
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(c)  The  3rd  Division  was  sent  to  the  Second  Army  bii  the 
fth  Marcli. 

(d)  The  2nd  Reserve  Regiment  (2  battalions)  was  with  the 
Second  Army,  and  seemed  to  have  joined  the  8th  Division  from 
the  Cavalry  Brigade  to  which  it  was  attached. 

(e)  The  cavalry  of  all  the  divisions — except  one  squadron — 
was  with  the  Cavalry  Brigade.  The  Srd  and  4th  Regiments  of 
cavalry  remained  with  the  brigade  when  it  went  to  the  left  of 
the  Third  Army,  but  the  6th  and  8th  Cavalry  Regiments  were 
sent  to  the  8th  Division.  After  a  few  days  the  5th  Regiment 
rejoined  its  own  division. 


APPENDIX  2. 


The  Attack  of  Part  of  the  19th  Bbiqade  4th  Division 
ON  Hsiao  Kueihsing-pu  (E  3)* 

This  is  an  account  of  an  attack  made  by  part  of  the 
4th  Division  on  the  7th  March,  to  try  and  relieve  the  pressure 
on  the  Fourth  Army,  to  which  it  was  temporarily  attached 

The  ground  over  which  the  attack  was  made  is  a  dead  level, 
and  free  of  any  kind  of  cover^  and  the  village  attacked  is  in 
two  parts,  forming  a  horse-shoe  with  the  ends  towards  the 
assailants.  On  the  east  side  is  the  railway  which  was  held  by 
the  Russians,  and  enfiladed  the  advance.  In  front  of  the  village, 
distant  about  one  hundred  yards,  were  four  long  trenches,  but 
in  front  of  them  again  were  no  obstacles.  The  Russian  artillery 
was  so  superior  to  that  of  the  Japanese  that  the  latter  could 
not  support  the  infantry  by  fire,  and  in  consequence  a  frontal 
attack  made,  unsupported  by  artillery,  failed.  It  succeeded  at 
night,  however,  by  the  use  of  bombs  tired  from  mortars,  and  by 
the  determination  of  the  troops  and  their  commander  not  to  be 
beaten. 

An  officer  of  the  9th  Regiment,  who  directed  the  attack,  gave 
the  following  account : — 

On  the  night  of  the  6th  March,  the  19th  Brigade  was  in 
Ta-su-chia-pu,  and  the  enemy  was  on  the  line  Ta  Euei-hsing-pur- 
Hsiao  Euei-hsing-pu,  and  small  numbers  held  the  railway 
embankment. 

We  first  thought  that  in  front  of  us  was  a  force  of  not  less 
than  one  brigade,  and  it  was  apparent  that  in  attacking  we 
would  be  fired  on  from  front,  flank,  and  possibly  also  from  the 
rear.  To  attack  was,  nevei-theles^,  imperative,  as  the  Fourth 
Army,  which  was  attacking  Han-cheng-pu  was  in  difficulties. 
Consequently  the  question  of  losses  was  beyond  consideration. 

♦  5eeMap57. 
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At  5  aju.  on  the  7th  we  left  our  village^  nt  that  time  part 
ol  iht  Fourth  Amiy  Imng  at  Ta  tzu-yiug  in  connection  with 
,us^  Our  mareh  from  tho  village  to  Ta*tzu-ying  was  without 
incident.  There  we  aHaembled  and  preparud  to  attack.  The 
muneless  %ilhige  whieli  lies  a  little  to  the  north-west  was 
nrdared  to  he  the  centre  and  the  deploy  meat  was  to  be  in  two 
wings,  one  win.^  on  either  side  of  it.  We  deplojcd  unnoticed 
IB  it  wafct  early,  hut  very  ehortly  after  day  dawned  and  we 
were  in  full  view  of  the  enemy.  Though  the  distance  was 
conmderahlf^  he  fired  at  us  from  trenches  in  front  of  the  village 
iind  from  loop-hole<1  walls  in  the  plat*e  itself.  Two  maehine 
gons  §lm,  one  g<m  in  each  wing  of  the  villagep  opened  at  this 
time. 

Caaualtied  l>egtin,  and  when  one  thoueand  five  hundred  yarda 
distant  fi^om  the  point  of  attack  we  halted  and  made  section 
ntdias  (i.e.,  a  third  of  a  company  rushes).  The  Il./!^*th,  tm  the 
WeH  «ide  of  the  namelew*  village,  miffered  most,  and  the  L/Bth 
IwB  SO,  Therefore  the  latter  w^s  ordered  to  advance  a^  if  to 
smTOuml  Hsiao  KiJei-h«ing*pu.  It  mmle  go«>d  progress,  the 
tnemy's  lire  wlackenetl  sr>rnewhat  and  rushes  were  made  by 
iquacb.  Thus  tlie  east  comer  of  a  hamlet  of  a  fow  houses  with 
a  wall  round  thera»  about  one  thoumnd  yai-dii  from  Hmao  Kuei- 
bttng-na,  was  reaches!,  1  now  ran  to  thia  hamlet  and  placed 
myaalf  in  the  north-t*a.'ft  corner  of  it.  On  arriving  there  I  saw 
that  t'  i  were  being  fired  on  from  Ta  Kuei-hsing-pWi  and 

hy  m I  lom  Chin-pao-tai  its  well  as  from  the  front 

TbB  enemy  now  inereaBed  in  numbers  opposite  the  right 
centre^  and  it  seemed  that  thi-re  were  three  battaliout^  in  front 
and  one  Imttalion  in  Ta  Kiiei-hBin^-pu*  A^  uur  ufcn  could  uot 
mnve  forward,  a  report  was  made  Uy  the  brigadier,  and  he  aeiit 
yp  th**  L/Tth  Reserve  Eegiuient  to  join  the  l;i^*th  on  the  .right. 
Tliia  battalion  received  heavy  carnal tiea  and  could  not  advance 
The  enemy,  tix>,  at  Ta  Kuet-h^iiig-pu,  inefeaa^fd  hie  infantry,  and 
more  gtms  arrive<l  at  Chin-pao-tiii. 

Thinking  that  to  advance  under  aiich  circumstaDces  wan 
ttaelees,  I  oi-dered  the  men  to  remain  where  they  were,  scratch 
Qp  the  ground  to  g<!t  such  cover  a^  they  could,  and  Ha  ilat  in 
the  furmws  till  a  chance  in  iulviin<e  offered  iu^elf.  Previou8  to 
tills!  I  notic<-^d  that  the  enemy  on  the  embankment  had  increa^sed, 
whieb  wa6  a  proof  that  we  were  eSecting  our  objc^et  by  drawing 
lilMi  from  iti  front  of  the  Fourth  Army. 

I  therefore  resolved  t*)  wait  until  night  and  tln^n  resnme 
tlie  att«ck. 

Inidde  th*?  ivall  of  the  handet  were  two  raachtne  guns. 
One  w»«  destroyed  by  a  Kus^ftian  high-exploeive  shell  and  the 
other  was  worn  out, 

At  4  p.m  three  companiefi  of  the  38th  Regl  tient  came  up 
and  were  utihzetl  tn  prolong  the  right  wing  t<Kvarils  the  eai^t 
ftei  their  arrival  the  whole  line  ru^ed  forward  200  yarda.    As 
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it  was  getting  dark,  between  7  and  8  p.m.,  the  enemy  was  seen 
to  be  moving  troops  from  his  right  to  bis  left  to  counterbalance 
the  increased  forces  on  our  right. 

About  9  p.m.  I  issued  orders  to  the  'II./9th  to  rush  against 
the  noHh-west  comer  of  the  west  wing  of  the  village,  and 
about  the  same  time  the  three  battalions  of  the  right  wing  were 
directed  to  make  for  the  south-east  comer  of  the  other  wing 
as  if  to  surround  it.  About  midnight  the  IL/9th  arrived  some 
60  yards  from  the  enemy.  They  were  received  by  drum- 
beating  on  the  part  of  the  Russians.  Three  separate  ruaheB 
were  made  but  were  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  two-thirds  of  the 
force  on  the  left  wing,  the  greater  part  of  the  casualties  being 
caused  by  flank  fire  from  Ta  Euei-hsing-pu. 

The  three  battalions  of  the  right  wing  arrived  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  south-east  comer  of  the  oast  wing  of  the  village 
about  midnight.  They  also  suffered  heavily,  tiiat  part  which 
was  nearest  to  the  railway  embankment  losing  most  The  men 
now  crowded  up  to  the  walls  of  the  village  and  tried  to  force 
their  way  in,  bayonet  fighting  going  on  witK  the  defenders  of 
ihe  entrenchments,  who  had  fallen  back. 

About  1  a.m.  the  rifie  fire  from  the  embankment  grently 
slackened,  but  it  continued  from  Hsiao  Kuei-hsing-pu.  The 
brigadier  now  sent  forward  three  compnnies  of  infantry  and 
some  engineers  with  orders  to  try  and  rush  the  village.  They 
were  to  do  so  independently  of  the  three  battalions  engaged. 
'  They  arrived  two  hundred  yards  from  the  walls,  and  taking 
position,  the  engineers,  who  carried  mortars,  fired  bombs  from 
them.  The  fire  of  these  mortars  was  to  be  the  signal  for  a 
general  rush  on  the  village.  This  was  carried  out,  and  at  4  a.ni. 
on  the  8th  the  place  fell  into  our  hands.  The  troops  then 
assembled  and  one  company  of  the  9th  Kegiment  was  sent  to 
garrison  Su-chia-tun  railway  station. 

My  informant  added  a  few  remarks,  which  are  as 
follows : — 

Rushes  should  be  of  different  strength  according  to  the 
distance  of  the  enemy.  Thus  up  to  1,500  yards  they  should 
be  section  rushes,  from  1,500  to  1,000  yards  not  bigger  than 
squads,  and  from  800  yards  onwards  reinforcement  should  be  by 
single  men.  The  length  of  the  rush  depends  on  the  distance 
of  the  enemy.  The  three  batteries  with  the  attack  were 
insufficient  to  meet  the  superior  force  in  artillery  of  the  enemy 
and  could  not  therefore  support  the  attack.  In  the  attack 
the  four  battalions — which  were  not  up  to  strength,  having 
lost  earlier  in  the  battle — had  1,350  killed  and  wounded. 
The  companies  were  all  in  line  by  the  time  the  hamlet  was 
reached,  and  by  that  time  the  losses  were  heavy.  The  enemy's 
artillery,  which  fired  exclusively  on  the  infantry,  did  not  cause 
much  loss. 
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AlTACl   OF   THE   StH   BRIGADE  ON   YU-HL'XO-TUK*   (E   2    N;w;). 

(See  Map  56  aod  Panorama  8.) 

The  foUowitig  are  accounts  given  by  survivors  of  the  at  tack  > 
wtlh  the  addition  of  information  from  the  comrnander  of  tlje 
briglde  and  his  stat!*. 


Statmiwnt  bjf  a  Staff  Offwer. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to 
aliack  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  lu-tiiing-tun,  and  it 
nuLTched  in  the  directioii  of  Li~kuan-pa»  the  neighbourhood  of 
which  village  it  reached  before  night.  The  brigade  waa  the 
left  of  the  Second  Army,  and  on  its  right  was  a  ixjrtion  of  its 
own  div  igion,  tlje  3rd«  Nothing^wfts  known  beyond  the  fact  that 
:n^em>iny  wtksat  Yu-hung-tun,  On  the  6th  the  enemy's  pomti^'ii 
rim  reecnnoitret],  and  Major^Geneml  Nam  bo  went  to  the  eastern 
cnm^r  of  Li-kuan-pu  to  examine  it  him^f 

1'he  following  wan  noted  : — 

(1)  On  the  Houtherti  Miiie  of  the  hill  at  HHtm-chia-kan-t^u 
redoubt*      The  village   of  Yu-him^-tun  appeared  to  be 

but  no  obstacles  were  visible*     South  of  Uiat  village 
I  onemy  was  holding  a  hamlet  of  three  houses,  beyond  which, 
from  five  hundred  to  one  thousand  yards  distantj  was  another 
'   ibt 

(2)  Many  of  the  enemy  wi^ro  seen  working  between   Yu* 
limBg-iun  and  the  three  houses. 

(3)  The  enerny  had  two   batteries  in  front  of  the  redoubt 
ir  Niu-hsin-tai,  and  on  the  ea^t  side  of  tlia  wood  near  that 

riltaga,  where  there  is  another  sniall  hill,  one  or  two  batterios.+ 
Jiio  one  or  two  batteriea  on  the  north  side  of  Yn-hiing-tun, 
which  lirod  on  the  village  north  of  Li-kuan-pu,  and  another 
battery  on  the  south*east  side  of  Yu-huug-tua  The  Japanese 
tiltery  was  on  the  south  side  of  Li-kuan-pu, 
Preparations  were  made  for  tht^  attack. 
The  general  condition  of  affnirs  at  this  time  wa^  as 
follows : — 

Tb«  Third  Army    had    alrpady  attacked   and  checked    the 
fiemy  nurth  of  Mukden,  and  he  was  retiring  in  disorder  east 
r©!  the  railway. 

Ill  the  neighbourhood,  ai;d  round  the  walb  uf  Mukden,  the 

L€Ut[n>*  wan  in  ma'^&s,  which  had   retired  from  the  left  hank  of 

)m  Hon.     At  Yu -hung- tun  the  enemy  was  placed  so  as  to  cover 

lie  retre.it  and  withdrawal  of  stores,  and  his  position  there  was 

Mol  ipieat  iripurtance.     If  the  enemy  were  to  be  bea^ten  by  us  at 

Yu-htiiig-tun  he  wouKl  a^uredly  make  a  counter-attack.    The 

ioft  wing  muist  secure  a  ba.se  to  work  from,  and  to  obtain  it 

t  Tb«  iMiMitiuii  yf  the  batieries  wat  difBrah  to  Hkid,  but  tbrot  irer» 
' ,  and  art  nhewo  oa  Sfap  5^. 
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it  must  attack  early  on  the  7th.  As  the  redoubt  nortk  of 
Yu-hung-tun  commanded  the  ground  over  ifirhich  the  attack 
would  be  made,  it  must  first  be  shelled. 

By  the  situation  of  the  three  houses  it  seemed  probable  that 
their  capture  would  assist  in  sunounding  the  adjaeeut  village^ 

The  advance  began  from  Li-kuan-pu  at  4  am.,  on  the  7tb, 
and  the  deployment  took  plaxse  at  5  a.m.  at  the  line  of  bushes 
eight  hundred  yards  from  Yu-hung-tun. 

As  right  wing,  the  33rd  B^ment  was  to  attack  the  three 
houses,  and  the  6th  Regiment  Yu-hung-tun,  more  particulady 
the  south-west  comer. 

Another  party  of  men,  from  the  north  of  Li-kuan-pu,  was  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  the  redoubt  north  of  Yu-hung-tun,  and 
the  northern  end  of  that  village.  This  body  was  intended  to 
draw  the  enemy's  attention  from  the  real  attack. 

The  deployment  being  finished  by  5  a.m.,  the  troops  arrived 
from  five  hundred  to  six  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy,  who 
found  them  out  and  fired.  On  coming  to  a  distance  from  him 
of  from  two  hundred  to  three  hundred  yards,  a  very  hot  fire 
was  poured  on  them.  Both  regiments  fixed  bayonets,  and 
without  answering  the  fire,  advanced,  in  the  expectation  o£ 
bayonet  %hting.  The  demonstrating  party  had  meanwhile 
fired  on  the  village,  and  had  to  some  extent  attracted  the 
enemy's  fire  in  its  direction. 

Statemexit  of  a  Battalion  Commander. 

The  Major  of  the  U./32rd  Regiment,  the  only  surviving 
battalion  commander,  stated  : — 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  regimental  commander, 
Lieui-Colonel  Yoshioka,  went  forward  with  the  1st  and  2nd 
Battalions.  These  two  battalions  were  in  close  formation,  and 
the  battalion  on  the  left  led  towards  the  north  comer  of  the 
three  houses,  the  other  battalion  on  the  right  keeping  touch 
with  it.*  When  the  left  battalion  arrived  from  four  hundred 
to  five  hundred  yards  from  its  object  it  received  the  enemy's 
fire  thence,  but  continued  to  advance  without  changing  formation. 
When  it  arrived  two  hundred  yards  from  the  houses,  the  fire 
became  very  heavy.  The  battalion  then  formed  line  and  fixed 
bayonets,  while  the  right  battalion  pushed  up  from  the  south 
as  if  to  surround  the  place.  This  took  place  a  little  before 
6  a.m.  Dawn  was  then  making  it  lighter,  and  objects  began 
to  be  visible.  At  the  moment  that  the  right  battalion  made 
the  movement  to  surroupd  the  houses,  the  enemy  made  a 
counter-attack  fvom  the  east  side  of  the  redoubt  south  of  them, 
but  it  was  repulsed  by  the  two  reserve  companies  of  that 
battalion.     No  sooner  was  it  repulsed  than  another  was  made 


*  See  sketch  on  page  522. 
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the  vr^st  aide  of  the  retloabt,  and  botli  cotiDter-attiuskd 
were  only  driven  off  after  severe  bayonet  fighting. 

While  this  was  going  on  oo  the  right  the  main  body  of  the 
33rd  eontinued  to  move  towird«  the  houses,  and  the  right 
battalion  succeeded  in  Rurroundin^  them  after  beating  off  tvro 
eoynter-attncks.  Heavy  bayonet  fighting  took  plwce  at  the 
batnlet,  and  both  sides  threw  hondgrcnfides.  After  several 
mitint€6  the  enemy  was  driven  oat»  p;irt  retiring  to  the  village 
of  yu-hting*tiin  aiid  part  towarrh*  3Iukden, 

At  the  time  that  the  main  body  of  the  regiment  took  the 
hoanes,  the  commander  wan  iu  advance — be  was  the  Mrst  man  to 
p  '  '  tiie  whII  surrounding  the  houses — and  went  irjftide  the 

^  .  the  tlirfction  of  where  his  grave  now  is,  one  hundred 

yards  M)uth  of  the  houses.  The  enemy  was  holding  his  ground 
obtilinately,  and  Colonel  Yoshioka  fought  with  the  Rusaian 
commander  and  killed  him  and  twenty  or  thirty  men  with  hiB 
nwoftl,  Tlie  battalion  pu^^shed  on  to  the  east^iii  wall  and  opened 
fire  on  the  Ruxwian  seconil  line.  At  this  time  I  wjxs  at 
Li*kuaQ*pu  with  tlie  reser\^e  buttalion^  theie  also  being  a 
battalion  of  the  Cth  Regiment  in  reserve* 

At  6  a.m,  my  battel  I  iou  received  ordera  to  cover  the  right 
natr  of  the  ri^i^t  iMittalion.  Taking  my  men  from  the  southern 
ride  of  the  village  I  deployed  and  a  h^aneed.  Although  the 
ak}-  was  now  clear  we  could  not  see  the  enemy,  but  being  awttre 
that  the  redoubt  on  the  south  wm  lield,  scouts  were  sent  in  its 
direction  ;  tliey  reported  that  tlie  enetny  there  was  firing  on  the 
right  of  the  trot)p8  at  the  three  houses,  thereby  making  Hteir 
position  very  dangerous*  I  therefore  decided  that  I  mti^t  attack 
Uie  p&doubt,  and  advanced  till  we  were  mx  hundred  yards  from 
it  and  fired.  I  sent,  at  7.10  a.m.,  the  reserve  company  of  the 
battalion  to  the  elutup  of  trees  uiie  hundred  yards  soutb  of  the 
Ihrew  houses.  The  enemy  hnd  mnv  all  retind  from  their 
vicinity,  and  his  artillery  was  firing  from  the  direction  iif 
Kiu-bfitn*tai.  We  failed  to  take  the  redoubt,  but  for  a  time 
reduced  the  fire  that  was  Mng  poured  on  the  rest  of  the 
ne^giment.  I  ntxt  extended  my  battiilion  between  the  redoubt 
and  the  three  house*. 

About  9  a. UK  the  enemy  seemed  to  be  increasing  from  the 
direction  of  IlRi-kuan-tun  towards  the  redoubt,  but  an  it  was 
log^  ht»  uiovtaiients  could  not  be  il  seen*     The  rogi- 

ffl^entAl  commit niler  now  wanted  to  ^L  ,  but  when  he  naw 

the  enemy  increasing  he  decided  to  reinain  at  the  three  houses. 
Al  11  a.oi,  the  enemy's^  fan  try  bt^gan  to  ad^'ance,  his  line 
esctendtBg  from  near  Niudiain^tai  through  Hd*kuan-tun  to  m 
point  e&at  of  th*.*  redoubt  jVj  soon  as  it  was  seen,  tire  was 
opened,  and  pnrt  l>egan  to  retire.  From  11.30  a.m.  to  1  pm.  his 
artillery  greatly  increitsetl,  and  thethi-ee  houses  were  bom banled 
from  gimii  north  of  Yu-hung-tun.  from  near  J«Jiu-hmU'tai,aud 
from  the  village  east  of  the  three  houses.  From  1  p.m.  the 
eatmooade  gi-ew  hotter,  and  over  fifty  guns  played  on  the  three 
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houHes.  Covered  by  the  smoke  and  dust  which  was  thus  raised 
the  enemy  could  not  be  seen.  A  little  before  2  p.m.  the  artillery 
fire  stopped,  and  the  enemy  could  be  seen  in  the  same  positions, 
but  advancing  in  several  lines.  His  thick  formation  made  an 
easy  target  for  our  rifles.  On  reaching  five  hundred  yards  £rom 
us  his  firat  line  had  suftered  so  that  it  fell  back  ou  the  second, 
which  came  on,  and,  reaching  us,  bayonet  fighting  ensued. 

The  33rd  Regiment  had  now  been  fighting  incessantly  in  a  very 
severe  manner  for  nine  hours,  and  had  Tost  many  officers  nndmen. 
The  cover  furnished  by  the  three  houses  and  the  wall  round 
them  was  very  indifferent,  and  being  overpowered  by  numbers — 
for  the  enemy  brought  up  two  divisions — the  remnant  of  the 
regiment  fell  back  to  the  southern  comer  of  Yu-hung-tun.  The 
regimental  commander  fought  to  the  last,  and  was  killed  inside 
the  wall.  He  had  before  remained  behind  the  row  of  houses  at 
their  western  end,  but  both  he  and  myself — for  I  was  with  him 
— had  continually  to  keep  moving  about  as  bullets  and  shells 
were  coming  in  nearly  eveiy  direction.  To  have  got  the  men 
to  make  trenches  was  not  practicable^  for  the  ground  was  hard 
and  the  enemy's  fire  too  hot. 


Bema/rka  by  the  Commander  of  th^  Brigade. 

Each  regiment  that  attacked  had  with  it  two  battalions  and 
a  section  of  engineers.  The  latter  was  attached  to  the  infantry, 
as  it  was  thought  that  the  village  defences  might  have  to  be 
destroyed  or  arrangements  made  regarding  hand-grenades.  As 
I  was  anxious  about  the  redoubt  south  of  the  three  houses,  I 
sent  the  reserve  battalion  of  the  33rd  against  it  I  had  given 
Lieut -Colonel  Yoshioka  orders  that  he  was  not  to  go  beyond 
the  three  houses.  I  saw  the  Russian  counter-attack  coming 
from  the  east  before  it  was  report>ed,  and  I  then  sent  the  reserve 
battalion  of  the  6th  Regiment  to  the  village,  and  asked  the 
divisional  commander  for  two  battalions,  which  were  sent  from 
the  reserve.  These  battalions  were  extended  from  Li-kuan-pu 
to  the  south.  The  attack  of  the  5th  Brigade  was  brought  about 
by  important  orders  received  by  me  which  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  divulge. 

Regarding  the  formation  adopted  in  the  advance,  the  men 
were  sent  forward  in  close  order,  as  it  was  pitch  dark,  and  the 
enemy  nearly  always  tires  high  at  night.  I  did  not  send  the 
reserves  to  the  front  earlier  as  I  feared  that  a  large  body  of 
men  in  a  small  space  might  get  into  confusion,  and  I  tlierefore 
waited  a  little.  One  Japanese  battery  south  of  Li-kuan-pu 
prevented  the  Russians  from  surj'ounding  the  three  houses.  The 
Japanese  and  Russian  dead  were  all  mixed,  many  of  them  lying 
or  kneeling  in  the  fire  position,  and  all  our  dead  faced  the 
direction  of  the  enemy,  not  a  m€«i  having  flinched.  (This  was 
proved  by  eye  witnesses  on  the  10th  March.) 


SATfLE   or   MUKDEV* 


Ul 


The  AiTACK  of  the  Left  acjaikst  Yu-hunu  tun. 
Aecaunt  6y  a  Swnnving  ()jjtc^'  o/  ^Ae  6iA  Reffiment, 

Al  first  two  battalions  advanced  ;  each  battalion  had  three 
rompanipfi  in  the  fir^^t  line  and  one  company  in  rtjeerve,  and  touch 
was  maintained  with  the  right  wing.  The  right  of  the  regiment 
led  against  tha  eonthern  comer  of  the  village,  and  the  left  had 
4>rile]ii  to  move  againi^t  the  centre  of  that  ptace«  As  the  right 
wiiB  U)  iurmund  the  stmthern  corner  it  did  not  expect  so  umch 
figliling  as  the  left,  which  was  to  go  directly  for  the  village, 
and  for  this  reason  the  greater  paxt  of  the  sectiou  of  engineers 
with  us  was  given  to  tlie  letl*  The  engineers  followed  nehind 
tht^  lir^it  line  ready  to  throw  haiid-grena<Jcs,  The  heaviest  tire 
n?c*;ived  was  when  we  were  two  hundred  yards  BhoH  of  the 
village.  The  regimental  reserve  of  two  companiaH  was  following 
behind  the  centre  of  the  first  line.  The  enemy  in  the  village 
did  not  lire  so  htavily  a-n  the  defendetB  of  the  two  redoubts, 
aijtl  in  any  case  lii«  fire  from  Yu-hung-tun  was  mostly  directed 
agiiini^t  the  demonstrating  party,  winch*  however,  did  not  suffer 
much  as  the  bullets  went  high.  It  being  thought  a  mistake  to 
loiter,  a  rmh  was  mmle  by  the  first  line  and  the  reserve  about 
6  aan.  The  wall»,  one  huudri'd  yard's  from  the  village,  were 
held  by  the  enemy  and  were  easily  taken,  but  the  houses  behind 
vrer^  loopholeA  Bayonet  fighting  and  hand-grenade  thrc»wing 
now  hegnn,  and  though  the  resistance  in  the  houses  was  obstinate 
some  of  thetn  were  taken,  one  h<mse  after  another.  Seeing  the 
difficulty  ot  the  gituation,  the  regimen* ill  commander  sent  up  the 
two  reserve  companies  to  the  right  battfiliori  to  help  in  sur* 
round ing  the  village,  while  the  lelt  battalion  held  the  enemy  on 
the  western  side  and  tried  to  get  in.  The  fighting  that  went 
on  was  very  confusing  and  difficult  to  explain,  but  the  right 
battalion  got  into  the  village,  arul  witli  the  left  battalion  drove 
the  enemy  from  house  to  house — ^setting  them  on  fire  in  order 
to  do  »t>^and  gradually  secured  the  southern  part  of  the  place* 
Thi^  wasertVcted  »ilK>ut  8.30  a.m.  As  the  cnetuy  to  the  east  w^as 
previa  ring  to  cimtiter-attauk,  the  regimental  commander  decided 
that  he  could  not  hold  the  whole  village,  and  therefore  the 
KuniEians  remained  in  the  northern  part,  where  they  were  easily 
supplied  with  ammunition  and  hand-grenades  from  the  redoubt 
l)ehind.  Two  companies  now  came  up  from  tlje  brigade  reserve 
and  two  more  at  R30  a.m.,  and  in  their  advance  lost  heavily  by 
the  cnpw*  fire  from  the  two  redoubts.  They  were  insufficient 
to  strengthen  the  tir^t  line  to  any  great  extent  The  counter* 
attacks  Scroti  began,  and  though  heavy  loss  wos  inflicted  on  the 
enemy,  he  constantly  increased  in  the  northern  p*)rtion  of  the 
village,  and  we  therefore  were  ordered  to  retire  to  the  soutliern 
iide  of  the  street,  which  runs  through  it  from  east  to  west>  The 
Rtmians  were  thus  on  one  side  of  the  street  and  we  on  the 
other,  and  from  behind  the  walls  we  threw  hand-greaadea  at 
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each  other.  We  stood  behind  the  walls  with  sandbags  ready 
to  fill  up  the  holes  made  in  the  former  by  the  explosion,  and 
other  men  were  ready  to  attack  the  enemy  with  their  bayonets 
if  he  attempted  to  break  through.  (The  street  is  abcmt  two 
hundred  yards  long  and  twenty-four  feet  wide.) 

In  this  manner  the  lower  half  of  the  village  was  held  till 
3  p.m.  We  had  by  this  time  a  great  number  of  wounded,  and 
they  were  collected  in  some  of  the  largest  houses. 

The  enemy,  finding  that  he  could  not  drive  us  out  with  hand- 
grenades,  next  employed  mortars,  but,  in  spite  of  them,  the 
method  we  adopted  of  standing  by  with  sandbags,  prevented 
him  from  getting  inside  our  wall. 

Remarks  by  the  Commander  of  the  Brigade. 

When  I  received  the  report  that  the  ammunition  was  running 
short,  I  twice  sent  up  two  companies  with  as  much  as  they 
could  carry,  but  as  many  of  them  were  killed  and  wounded  it 
only  arrived  in  part.  Train  soldiers  then,  from  the  light 
baggage,  were  sent  up  candying  a  supply  on  their  backs,  but  of 
them  only  two-thirds  arrived  in  the  village.  They  were  used 
to  collect  the  ammunition  from  the  dead  and  wounded  in, the 
village.  From  1 1.30  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  the  fire  was  so  severe  that  it 
was  impossible  to  send  up  tiain  men,  and  about  4  p.m.  some  of 
the  defenders  had  no  ammunition.  They  therefore  used  Russian 
rifles  till  night.  All  the  doctors  were  sent  into  the  village  to 
look  after  the  wounded,  as  it  was  impossible  for  streteher 
bearers  to  carry  them  out  of  it  to  the  rear.  I  was  planning  to 
bring  them  back  to  Li-kuan-pu,  where  I  was,  when  it  got  dark, 
but  it  was  thought  that  it  would  take  all  night  to  do  so.  As 
soon  as  sunset  came  one  company  was  sent  into  the  village  with 
as  much  ammunition  as  it  could  carry,  and  ordered  to  bring 
back  the  wounded.  The  more  men  [  had  sent  up  to  the  front 
during  the  day  the  more  woimded  there  were,  but  when  it  was 
quite  dark  I  despatched  two  battalions,  by  whose  assistance  the 
survivors  and  the  whole  of  the  wounded  were  virithdrawn  in 
spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Russians  to  surround  them. 

I  had  hoped  to  send  up  a  couple  of  guns  in  order  to  blow 
down  the  walls  and  force  the  Russians  out  of  the  northern  part 
of  the  village,  but,  on  consideration,  regarding  the  general 
condition  of  affairs,  I  decided  that  to  hold  the  place  was  not 
advisable,  and  I  therefore  gave  orders  for  the  troops  to  with- 
draw. This  was  practically  effected  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  enemy.  It  was  known  afterwards  from  the  shoulder  straps 
of  the  Russian  dead  that  parts  of  eight  different  divisions 
attacked  Yu-hung-tun  and  the  three  housea*  Of  these  the 
25th  and  55th  were  in  greatest  force,  and  they  happened  to  be 
the  same  troops  as  had  faced  us  on  the  Sha  £[o  in  the  earlier 
months  of  winter. 

*  See  Notes  on  page  144. 
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Jt  was  fi^ridnAie  tJiai  the  walls  were  frozen,  as  no  ballet 
woold  petiotraie  them. 

Al  tKe  etid  of  this  action  thai'Q  wera  aliva  ia  the  brigade 
1,301)  out  of  3,200.* 


APPENDIX  a. 


RuHsiAS  Stbexgtu  and  Losses  in  the  Battle  of  Mukbek. 

•  •  Tlte  folio wiu*^  nt>tes  cotnpiled  by  the  InteUigence  Sectioa  of 
Libe  Gt^nenil  Stair  of  the  *Second  Arniy  were  received  after  the 
eratiocia*  report  was  completed* 
Betw#eti  the  27tb  February  and  2iid  March^  the  Rusflians 
iiiit6  tho  Sacond  Army  bad  ^2  batteries  of  field  artillery,  in 
II  256  guns,  and  al^o  20  IS-ciiu  howit^sers* 

Ob  the  line  from  Clden'Tiieii^yii'pao  (B  3)  to  Pei-taitzu  (C  3), 

Fhtch  was  sittacked  on  the  1st  Slarch,  there  were  the  Hth  Amiy 

«  '  t,  2tid,  and  oth  EuropeHn  Ritle  Brigades,  and  a  I'egiriiebt 

tfa  Divmon,    Also  the  *'  Liao  Ho  Detachment,"  conais^ting 

of  one  regjmaiit  61^t  Diviaiun,  seven  siquadrons  of  CosBaeke,  two 

Dinp&iiies  of  garriaon    tnx)pH  Eaattrn    Chinese  Railway,  and 

On  tlie  2nd  and  *lrd   March,  tlie  enemy  left  1,160  dt^ad  on 
he  ground,  and  the  Japanese  e^^ti mated  his  tijtal  loss  at  9,U00. 
>uers  Uiken  aiuounted  to  135. 

On  the  JJrd  and  4th  March,  opposite  the  8th  Division,  on  the 
rijjht  bank  of  the  Uun,  there  wtre  fme  fi  giuicnt  541 1 1  Reserve 
Division,  one  regiipent  Gist  Reaerv©  Division,  and  one  regiiuerit 
of  the  sth  Army  Corpa.  (There  was,  however,  practicaJly  no 
oppojiitlon  on  thesie  days.) 

From  ♦th  to  8th  March,  opposite  the  4th  Division: — 

H\\  Silierian  Army  C3rps  ^^less  215th  and  241st  Regiments 

bifhich  were  opposite  the  8th  Division),  72nd  Reserve  Division^ 

Ird  and  14th  Divisions,  3rd   Eaai  Siberian  Rifle  Division,  2nd 

[Siberiaii   Divijiion.     All  these  trck>p9  were  parts  of  larger  unlt^ 

'which  were  not  complete.     Each  day,  too,   there  were  about 

50  gtin«. 

From  Mo'Chiapn  to  Yu-hutig-tun*  —  8th  Army  Corpa  (ooni- 

pjfte).     Main  part  of  Oth  Army  Corpe  (25th  Division  complete, 

rilst  incomplete,  Slst  complete)^  35th  Diviaiou  {complete),  55th 

|Rewr%'e  Division  (prirt),  5th  Eur^^pean  Rille  Brigade  (coniplefce): 

lUiis  nnit  had  just  arrived  from  Mukden. 

The  forees  oppositt'  the  Second  A  rmy  were  therefore  a  little 
over  three  army  corps  and  about  240  guns  and  some  heaiy 


*  This  irss  m  muitrftnabtion,  aod  laeaat  thkt  1,300  men  itcr«  un wounded. 
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Tptal  estimated  force  opposite  the  Second  Army,  150 
battalions  and  3U0  guns. 

Enemy's  Cdsiuilties, — (Except  those  opposite  the  4th  Divi- 
sion, and  Colonel  Tomioka's  Detachment  after  they  were  attached 
to  the  Fourth  Army) : — 

Killed,  about  8,000;  prisoners,  5,000.  Total  entimated 
number,  40,000. 

Notes. 

After  Hei-kou-tai  the  Russians  had  the  1st  Siberian  Axmy 
Corps  at  Ssu-fang-tai  (west  of  the  Hun),  but  before  the  baiUa 
of  Mukden  it  disappeared  and  was  tiuced  to  the  general  reserve, 
whence  it  went  to  the  Russian  left  at  Ma-chun-tan. 

On  7th  March  there  was  at  Yu-hung-tun  the  26th  Division 
of  the  6th  Army  Corps.  When  the  3rd  Division  attacked,  the 
Russians  sent  part  of  the  36th  and  66th  Divisions  to  assist,  or 
about  1^  extra  divisions. 

It  was  not  possible  for  the  enemy  to  make  a  great  counter- 
attack in  the  battle  of  Mukden  against  the  Sea>nd  Army,  as 
the  troops  arriving  from  other  parts  of  the  field  to  the  vicinity 
of  that  place  had  lost  unity  of  command  and  were  much  mixed 
up.  The  strongest  counter-attack  was  made  on  Yu-hung-tun, 
but  elsewhere  the  counter-attacks  were  small. 
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The  Classified  Table  of  the  Wounded  of  the  Second 
Japanese  Army  at  the  Battle  of  Mukden. 


8id 

DiTi'sioD. 

4th 
Division. 

5th 
Division. 

8th 
Division. 

Othew. 

Total. 

BiiU«t  wound 

1,451 

2,850 

1,938 

3,041 

885 

9,615 

SbeU  wound  - 

149* 

319 

113 

776 

92 

1,449 

Sword  wound 

82 

6 

- 

5 

5 

48 

Other  woonds 

13 

66 

69 

23 

45 

216 

Total  - 

1,645 

2,741 

2,120 

3.845 

977 

11,328 

Note, — ^This  table  shows  the  classification  of  the  wounded  earned  bj  the 
fltretcber  bearers  onlj,  and  it  does  not  show  the  total  number  of  the  wounded  during 
the  battle  of  Mukden. 
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(7)  The  Battle  of  Miikden.— OperationB  of  the 
5th  Division,  Second  Japanese  Army. 


Kepobt  by  Captain  A.  H.  S.  Hart-Synnot,  D.S.O.,  the  East 
Suney  Regiment,  Mukden,  2nd  May  1905. 


Plates. 
General  Map  ...  -    Map  55. 

The  month  of  February  was  a  busy  one  for  the  Japanese 
Armies  along  the  line  of  the  Sha  Ho.  Day  and  night  trains 
from  the  south  poured  their  contents  into  the  great  reservoir 
at  Liao-yang,  whence  they  were  dispersed  by  road  and  rail  over 
the  great  front  of  nearly  150  miles. 

Troops  from  Port  Arthur,  fresh  troops  from  Japan,  gons, 
vast  quantities  of  supplies,  enormous  quantities  of  ammunition^ 
&c,  poured  unceasingly  into  the  advemced  base  at  Liao-yang. 

The  winter,  too,  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  we  knew  that 
if  any  big  move  were  contemplated  it  must  take  place  before 
the  thaw  set  in  and  made  the  rivers  unfordable  and  the  roads 
impassable.  A  general  feeling  of  unrest  wa«  in  the  air,  and 
everybody  felt  that  great  doings  were  imminent. 

On  the  26th  February,  the  foreign  attache  of  the  Second 
Army,  then  in  quarters  at  Shih-li-ho,  on  the  Mukden  highway, 
were  ordered  to  move  to  Kou-tzu-yen,  about  16  miles  west, 
to  which  place  the  Head-Quarters  of  the  Second  Army  had 
removed  some  weeks  before.  We  rode  to  this  place  on  a  bitter 
cold  day  with  a  blizzard  blowing  from  the  north-east,  and  on  our 
arrival  were  assigned  quarters  in  some  broken-down  Chinese 
houses  with  no  windows.  The  cold  was  intense,  and  we  all  felt 
it  very  much.  On  the  28th  we  were  asked  if  we  preferred  to 
remain  with  the  Head-Quarters  of  our  Army  or  to  be  attached 
to  various  divisions  for  the  battle  that  was  impending.  Most 
of  us  chose  to  go  to  divisions,  and  I,  in  coujpany  with  Lieut- 
Colonel  Macpherson,  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  Colonel 
Lombard,  the  senior  French  att€w;h^,  Lieut.-(yolonel  von  Vorster, 
German  Attach^,  Lieut.  Franz,  Austrian  attach^,  and  a  French 
doctor,  were  told  off  to  the  6th  Division.* 

We  rode  off  in  the  early  afternoon  to  join  the  head-quarters 
of  our  division  at  Ta-tai  (C  4).  Our  guide  mistook  the  road, 
and  instead  of  taking  us  to  Ta-tai,  conducted  us  to  the  front 
line  at  Shen-tan-pu  (C  4  north),  which  was  at  that  time  under 
a  moderate  shell  fire  from  the  Bussain  artillery,  who  considered 

*  See  Map  55,  Squares  C  4,  0  8. 
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OttT  IttUe  group  of  hor^nien  a  sufficient  target  to  waste  Beveral 
abalb  upon ;  tbeae,  bawever»  cUd  no  bormi  iviid  we  arrived  at 
Xi^Ui  about  4  pjii^ 

Here  we  were  received  mo«t  hospitably  by  our  new  general, 
Lieut* -General  Kigoshi*  A  Chinese  house  had  beeo  cleaned  up 
and  Iliads  oomrortable  for  usj  aad  we  were  very  glad  to  get 
shelter  fmm  the  bitter  wincL 

The  Japanese  Axmias  were  at  this  time  disposed  along  a 
front  of  480  Chinese  II  or  about  150  miles. 

On  ihe  extreme  left  was  the  Third  Army  (1st,  7th.  and  9tli 
DivbioD^)  with  its  left  thrown  forward  ;  next  to  it  tlie  Second 
Army,  Bth  DivlBign  on  the  left,  5th  id  the  centre,  and  4th  on  the 
rigbU  Next  c$ime  the  Fourth  Amrv  along  the  Une  of  the  old 
S&kHo  deleoces  aatride  the  milway,  and  exteaditig  to  the  east 
to  nkaotf  the  left  of  the  First  Artoy,  while  far  away  in  the  east 
was  tim  Y«-lu  Army  under  Genaral  Kawamura, 

I  have  shoWD  approximately;  on  the  accomp  uiying  sketch,* 
Uie  relative  |>ositiouB  of  the  Japauese  and  Kusslan  lines  west  of 
ibe  railway* 

The  5th  Division  wa^  then  holding  the  line  which  I  have 
■iiawn  on  the  sketch  by  a  b itd  blue  line,  the  KuHgiAns  confronting 
it  I  have  shown  by  a  iiard  red  lin6:f 

The  drviijion  was  composed  of  the  following  troops: — 

Divisional  Commander,  Lieut^-Genoral  Kigoaht* 
Chief  of  the  Staff,  Colonel  Nitabara. 

Infantry — 

A.I   n  •      1    fThe  11th  Regimentp  three  buttilions, 
9thBrigade|.^,,^^41^t         . 

21»tBngaJe^^,^^^2nd        . 

XAriilUiy, — The  rith  (Mountain)  Artillery  Ilegiment»  two 
battalions  of  three  batkei'ies  eich,  total  36  guns. 
CiimIr}f,^One  regiment. 

r'«.— One  battalion. 
.io^Ual«. — ^Fpur  o£  200  beds  eaek 
'rJwr  Bearers. — ^One  batt-Llioii»  supplemented  by  th« 
regimental   bearers  and    a    large   number  of   Chinese 

Ammunition  Cclwfnum. — One  battalion  formed  into  three 

artillery  and  two  infantry  cohimna 
Supply  Column% — Four,  formed  by  the  train  battalioQi 

each  cirrying  one  day  &  jsupplies  for  the  whole  diviai<jn. 


i*    *  Hot  rf  prntiiiciQii,  as  Uie  p>iitioa9  M«  »1sq  ahoirti  by  liiaatL*OiiioMl 

;rbiQa  was  ahown  holding  a  line  from  If^ia^jon-tciii  (D4) 
lO  ILi^  Mull  ilQ. 

«'  ;  Diihitg   the   battles   tho  &niUisrj  viih   th*  dMtkio  waa   Ikrfil^ 
\  £r<ppitlbe  Arinj  raserrei  m  wiU  ho  ie#n  Ulor  aa^-^A.  H«*9. 
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Late  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  February  I  went  to  see  ther 
DivisioDal  Staff  and  heard  from  them  that  the  Japanese  intended 
to  open  a  bombardment  along  the  whole  front  soon  after  daylight- 
the  following  morning. 

Xar.  At  6  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  March  the  ammunition 

columns  in  Tsi-tai  began  to  move.  It  was  pitch  dark  and 
bitterly  cold,  and  at  7  a.m.  the  thermometer  stood  at  zero.  Day 
dawned  about  7  a.m.,  grey  and  misty.  At  7.30  the  first  shot 
was  fired,  and  soon  afterwards  a  brisk  cannonade  began,  but 
it  was  too  misty  to  see  much. 

The  Divisional  Head-Quarters  did  not  move  early  from 
Ta-tai,  so,  after  ti'yiug  ineifectually  to  see  anything  through  the 
mist,  I  made  for  the  artillery  position  and  reached  the  village 
of  Liu-tiao-kao  (C  4)  at  about  9  o'clock.  This  village  was  in 
the  front  line  and  was  being  heavily  shelled  with  shrapnel  and 
12-cm.  high-explosive  shell;  it  was  also  under  rifle  fire. 

The  front  side  (north  side)  of  the  village  was  carefully 
entrenched  and  was  full  of  infantry,  while  the  gun  teams  and 
horses  of  officers  were  collected  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  close 
behind,  where  they  stood  on  the  ice  and  got  shelter  from  view 
and  fair  shelter  from  fire,  although  a  great  many  were  kiUed 
during  the  day  by  shrapnel  bullets  and  pieces  of  high-explofiive 
shell. 

The  Russian  forces  were  disposed  as  follows : — 

West  of  Chang-tan  (C  3)  were  three  batteries  of  field 

artillery,  twenty-four  guns. 
North  of  Chang-chuang-tzu  were  four  batteries,  either 
three  of  field  and  one  of  heavy  artillery  or  else  all  four 
of  field,  in  all  thirty-two  gims.  One  battery,  either 
field  or  heavy  artillery,  of  eight  guns  was  a  little 
north  of  Li-chia-wo-peng.  The  exact  position  of  this 
battery  of  12-cm.  guns  I  have  not  been  able  to  determine^ 
but  it  was  in  one  of  these  two  places,  as  the  shells  from 
both  places  came  from  almost  the  same  directibn ;  but  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  close  to  the  river,  and 
that  the  advanced  battery  was  a  field-gun  battery 

The  Russian  infantry  consisted  of  the  1st  Siberian  Rifles — 
four  regiments  of  three  battalions  each ;  and  from  this  I  think 
the  batteries  north  of  Chang-chuang-tzu  were  probably  the 
Ist  E^t  Siberian  Artillery  Brigade  under  General  LuchkovskL 
This  infantry  held  from  opposite  Chang-tan,  the  villages  of 
Wan-chia-wo-peng,  Li-chia-wo-peng  and  some  works  south-east 
of  the  latter  village.  They  had  two  regiments  on  the  right,  one 
on  the  left,  and  one  in  reserve.  1  think  there  were  also  some 
troops  of  the  8th  Corps  in  the  position,  for  during  the  subsequent 
pursuit  I  saw  some  dead  soldiers  of  the  14th  and  15th  Divisions. 
The  Russians  also  had  two  machine  guns  on  each  side  of  Wan- 
chia-wo-peng,  and  two  more  in  the  works  on  the  sand-bill  at 
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point  *'  K  "  etiai  of  Li-Dhm-wo*peng.    The  Eussians  were  strongly 
eolrenehe^  in  these  villagea  and  at  the  point  '*  K," 

From  the  village  of  Liutiao-kao  the  works  at  **  K  *^  looked 
like  n  Chinese  fort,  and  I  et^uld  distinctly  see  the  sandbag 
beftd -cover  and  the  loopholes  in  the  parapet. 

A  good  many  trees  grew  about  the  village,  but  between  ihe 
RuMftQ  works  and  the  Japanese  front  line  the  ground  was 
perfectly  open  and  quite  flat. 

Previously  t<i  attacking  this  formidable  position  the  artillery 
of  the  5th  Divi^iion  was  vejy  largely  rtsinibitjed  from  the  reserve 
of  the  Second  Army,  as  follows : — 

One  regiment  of  field  artillery,  of  two  battalions  of  three 

batteries  each,  total  thirty -six  guns. 
One  regiment  of  1 2-ciu  gun^,  consisting  of  two  battalions  of 
three  batteries  each  (four  guns  in  each  each  battery^  total 
twenty-four  guns. 
On©  battalion  of  three  batteries  (four  guns  per  battery)  of 
15-€in.  howitzers,  total  twelve  guns. 

Tins  reinforcement  together  with  the  6th  Divisional  Artillery, 
namelyi  the  5th  (Mountain)  Artilleiy  Regiment  of  thirty-siac 
fffioSy  gave  a  total  of  one  Imudred  and  eight  guns,  which  wei*e 
dtspoied  as  follows  : — 

One  battalion  of  tieltl  artillery  BOUtb*ea^t  of  Liu-tiao-kao 
(C  4),  and  the  other  battalion  a  httle  behind  the  same 
village. 
The  howitj^ers  were  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  and  were  quit6 

hidden  from  view* 
The   12-em«  guns  were  a  little  in  front  of  the  Diviaional 
Head^Qaartera,  while  the  mountain  guns  were  echeloned 
forw^ard  on  their  left. 

All  these  guuf  were  in  emplacements  made  of  earth  or  sand- 
and,  wherever  tlje  guns  were  in  the  open,  deep  holes  had 
cut  close  at  hand  fur  the  gunners  to  take  cover  in. 

About  9  ani.  I  found  a  shriiif*  in  the  front  line  of  the 
vittage  iif  Liii-tiao-kao,  it  stood  iii  a  small  mud  walled  enclosure 
about  twelvi  feet  square ;  from  hert*  I  got  a  splendid  \'iew  of 
the  operationa. 

A  very  heavy  artillery  engageniDnt  was  going  on,  the  field 
batteries,  and  the  vilhige  itself  were  under  a  tremendous  firci 
The  RusKJan  ntJiging  wtis  perfect,  and  at  times  the  batteries 
w«re  ijuite  hidden  by  the  dust  raised  by  the  rain  of  ,slirapnel 
btiUets  and  pieces  of  shell ;  the  Russians  tired  chiefly  salvoea  of 
eight  guns  rapitlly  one  after  the  i*ther  When  tlie  enemy's  fire 
got  very  hcit  the  Japanese  gunners  ceased  firing  and  went  to 

Kund  for  cover,  The  offict^r  commanding  this  ImttaJion  lutd  a 
k-out  place  on  the  roof  of  a  Chinese  house  close  to  the  plaee 
whcn.^  I  liad  taken  shelter  in  the  shriue,  and  from  here,  behind 
a  little  bullet-proof  crow's-nest  arrangement  they  had  made  for 
hiuii  he  watched  the  enemy's  artillery  through  an  indirect 
fiaioai  glaaa^  anrl  worked  his  batteries  with  two  smalt  fiaga,  ont 
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white  tod  one  r^dr  Thfe  red  flag  was  fonr  otie  blittery,  the  white 
one  for  another;  and  both  together  for  the  thihL  The  batteries 
were  dose  by^  and  the  commanders  could  easily  see  his  signab, 
and  knew  when  to  get  their  men  out  of  cover  and  go  on  firing 
and  when  to  go  to  ground.  This  was  all  done  very  quietly,  and 
there  was  no  shouting ;  it  struck  me  as  being  neat.  ' 

The  Japanese  guns  pounded  the  Russian  batteries  and  then 
turned  on  the  entrenchments.  I  could  not  see  the  effect  of  the 
fire  on  the  Russian  guns,  but  I  do  not  think  it  had  much,  for  it 
made  no  difference  in  the  intensity  of  their  fire,  thbttjgh  they, 
like  our  own,  slackened  down  from  time  to  time,  but  burst  out 
again  soon  afterwards  as  vigorously  as  ever. 

At  10  o'clock  the  Japanese  launched  their  infantry  attack. 
On  the  right  two  battalions  of  the  21st  Regiment  moved 
against  Li-chia-wo-peng  and  the  works  at  "  K,"  which  were 
entrenchments  on  some  little  sand-hill&*  One  battalion  of  the 
21st  Regiment  remained  in  support  in  the  trenches  at  Liu- 
tiao-kao. 

On  the  left  the  11th  Regiment  (three  battalions)  moved 
against  Wang-chia-wo-peng.  The  41st  Regiment  was  itx  second 
lino,  two  battalions  supporting  the  right  and  one  the  left  attack. 
The  42nd  Regiment  was  held  in  reserve. 

The  infantry  attack  was  made  in  a  manner  almost  exactly 
similar  to  our  own  system,  that  is  to  say,  line  upon  line  of  men 
extended  to  five  or  six  paces.  This  method  of  fighting  has  only 
been  recently  adopted,  and  is  copied  from  us.  The  Japanese, 
and  indeed  the  European  attaches  too,  speak  of  it  as  *'Boer 
Tactics.*'  I  will  refer  to  this  subject  more  fully  at  the  end  of 
this  report. 

The  infantry  advanced  over  fiat  and  bare  fields  with  no 
cover  of  any  sort,  under  a  perfect  storm  of  bullets ;  fortunately 
for  the  Japanese,  the  shooting  of  the  Russian  infantry  was  wild 
to  an  extraordinary  degree,  bullets  fiew  all  over  the  place,  most 
of  them  high  up  in  the  air,  they  pattered  about  in  the  village, 
flew  over  the  guns,  and  fell  like  rain  on  the  plain  about  a  mile 
away  behind  us.  Another  fortunate  thing  for  the  Japanese 
infantry  was  that  the  Russian  artillery  practically  ignored  them, 
and  save  for  a  few  wild  salvoes,  confined  their  attentions  to  the 
village  and  the  mins.  If  the  Russian  shooting  had  been  even 
moderately  good,  I  think  that  this  attempt  to  move  over  the 
open  against  such  strong  defences  would  have  resulted  in  a 
disaster,  or  in  any  case  a  horrible  slaughter  of  men. 

The  Japanese  artillery  turned  on  the  works  at  *'  K,"  but  in 
spite  of  their  magnificent  shooting,  the  unfortunate  infimtry  in 
the  open  were  being  shot  down  by  hundreds. 

The  infantry  of  the  riffht  attack  got  to  within  thi^de  hundred 
or  four  hundred  yards  of  the  Work  at  **  K,"  but  could  get  no 
neater,  though  they  held  on  griinly  to  the  ground  'they  had 

— ■  ■  ■  ...i . — . »■■ .    ■■  ji — -■^'  ■       ■        *•• 

^  "  K  "liii  the  small  sandfJiill  a  litUo.to  thesonth-eMt  of  la^cfaiagro-peiig. 


BAlTtE  OF  IfUKDEK. 


U^ 


mined4  ^id  at  1 1.1 5  iLtn.  it  appeared  to  m%  tliat  thoy  mode  no 
tWibar  fitfoirt  to  fwjvance* 

Tbe  whole  surface  of  the  groimd  between  Liii*tiao*kao  and 
Ilia  line  from  which  the  Jap&Tiese  bad  started,  wm  literally 
slmm  with  the  bodlea  of  the  killed  and  woutided,  amongst 
whcMn  the  stretcher  bearert^  walked  About  in  the  coulesfc  poPsiWe 
muEEier  in  *ipite  of  the  flying  biiUeta 

Waunded  min  walked  back  from  the  firing  line  by  scorns, 
Uid  the  strangeflt  thing  of  all  was  that  nobody  seemed  to  be  in  a 
hurry,  or  in  the  least  bit  flurried,  though  buOeta  were  flying 
wilJljr  in  every  directien.  The  Hussion  artillery  had  dealt  very 
gently  with  this  infantry  att^ick*  and  I  do  not  think  that  more 
than  a  score  of  men  altogether  were  hit  by  shell  fire  j  one  man 
1  did  see  hit,  and  he  waji  a  wounded  soldier  who  was  bein|]t 
carried  in  ,on  a  stretcher.  The  ahell  bur^t  just  over  him,  and 
I  heard  htm  shriek  ;  the  bearers  put  him  down  to  see  what  was 
the  matter,  but  when  they  found  out  what  it  was  they  picked 
hita  Qp  again  and  quicUy  went  on  with  him  to  the  dressing 
staltOQ. 

I  only  t»aw  one  man  run,  and  cmiously  enoiigb  he  was  a 
wounded  man  who  had  been  shot  in  the  foot.  He  was  lliupin^ 
buck  slowly  from  the  firing  line  when  a  salvo  of  Bussian  slielU 
bnrrt  in  the  air  l>ebind  him.  He  was  very  much  startled,  and 
FoTgi^tting  lit  I  aWut  Ins  wnuudod  foot*  lie  ti^ik  to  his  heels  iind 
fionght  fi^htjltft  behind  a  ti*ee,  the  empty  caae  of  a  shrapnel 
following  htm  came  rolling  along  in  the  dust  and  stopped  a  few 
to^i  from  where  he  bad  taken  shelter.  He  laughed  good 
hutnonn^dly  when  ho  saw  I  had  been  watching  him. 

The  casualties  on  this  part  of  the  ground  were  very  great. 
I  waft  surprised  that  they  were  not  ev*jn  greater,  for  apart  f rum 
the  opemieHs  of  the  ground  and  the  short  ranges  at  which  the 
^en^ny  was  firing,  the  w^hole  battle-field  waa  dotted  with  men 
walktojf  about — officers,  wounded  soldiem,  stretchor  bearem, 
and  nt£ers,  I  think  many  of  them  exposed  themselvea  quite 
unneoeaiiarily,  and  a  gre^it  many  must  have  been  ahot  quite 
needlessly. 

On  the  left  the  11th  Regiment,  supported  by  the  fire  of  the 
Mocuitain  artillery  and  twenty-four  12-cm*  gnna,  Wft^  atticking 
the  village  of  Wang-chia-wo*peng.  Thei'e  were  a  lot  of  ti^es 
bU  about  this  village,  and  the  Rusnians  were  very  strongly 
entrenched  there^  and  had  besides  four  machine  guns,  two  on 
€M:b  side  of  the  village. 

^o  Tiieee  maebina  guns  played  havoc  in  the  r^nka  of  the 
|t*K  *?  T^ men t,  and  it  was  decided  that  at  all  co^ta  they  must 
i  L 

A  very  bold  stroke  was  determined  upon— so  bold  that 
T0lQiileers  were  called  for  to  cany  it  out.  It  was  proposed  to 
ttmtl  forward  two  mountain  guns  to  within  five  hundred  yards 
tf  Itie  pTiiiiair  nwnnhmir  fftmt  to  tryi  to  break  them  np« 
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each  other.  We  stood  behind  the  walls  with  sandbags  ready 
to  fill  up  the  holes  made  in  the  former  by  the  explosion,  and 
other  men  were  ready  to  attack  the  enemy  with  their  bayonets 
if  he  attempted  to  break  through.  (The  street  is  about  two 
hundred  yards  long  and  twenty -four  feet  wide.) 

In  this  manner  the  lower  half  of  the  village  was  held  till 
3  p.m.  We  had  by  this  time  a  great  number  of  wounded,  and 
they  were  collected  in  some  of  the  largest  houses. 

The  enemy,  finding  that  he  could  not  drive  us  out  with  hand- 
grenades,  next  employed  mortars,  but,  in  spite  of  them,  the 
method  we  adopted  of  standing  by  with  sandbags,  prevented 
him  from  getting  inside  our  wall. 

Bema/rks  by  tlie  Commander  of  the  Brigade. 

When  I  received  the  report  that  the  ammunition  was  running 
short,  I  twice  sent  up  two  companies  with  as  much  as  they 
could  carry,  but  as  many  of  them  were  killed  and  wounded  it 
only  arrived  in  part.  Train  soldiers  then,  from  the  light 
baggage,  were  sent  up  can-ying  a  supply  on  their  backs,  but  of 
them  only  two-thirds  arrived  in  the  village.  They  were  used 
to  collect  the  ammunition  from  the  dead  and  wounded  in.  the 
village.  From  1 1.30  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  tlie  fire  was  so  severe  that  it 
was  impossible  to  send  up  train  men,  and  about  4  p.m.  some  of 
the  defenders  had  no  ammunition.  They  therefore  used  Russian 
rifles  till  night.  All  the  doctors  were  sent  into  the  village  to 
look  after  the  wounded,  as  it  was  impossible  for  stretcher 
bearers  to  carry  them  out  of  it  to  the  rear.  I  was  planning  to 
bring  them  back  to  Li-kuan-pu,  where  I  was,  when  it  got  dark, 
but  it  was  thought  that  it  would  take  all  night  to  do  so.  As 
soon  as  sunset  came  one  company  was  sent  into  the  village  with 
as  much  ammunition  as  it  could  carry,  and  ordered  to  bring 
back  the  wounded.  The  more  men  [  had  sent  up  to  the  front 
during  the  day  the  more  woimded  there  were,  but  when  it  was 
quite  dark  I  despatched  two  battalions,  by  whose  assistance  the 
survivors  and  the  whole  of  the  wounded  were  withdrawn  in 
spite  of  the  efibrts  of  the  Russians  to  surround  them. 

I  had  hoped  to  send  up  a  couple  of  guns  in  order  to  blow 
down  the  walls  and  force  the  Russians  out  of  the  northern  part 
of  the  village,  but,  on  consideration,  regarding  the  general 
condition  of  afiairs,  I  decided  that  to  hold  the  place  was  not 
advisable,  and  I  therefore  gave  orders  for  the  troops  to  with- 
draw. This  was  practically  effected  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  enemy.  It  was  known  afterwards  from  the  shoulder  straps 
of  the  Russian  dead  that  parts  of  eight  different  divisions 
attacked  Yu-bung-tun  and  the  three  housea*  Of  these  the 
25th  and  55th  were  in  greatest  force,  and  they  happened  to  be 
the  same  troops  as  had  faced  us  on  the  Sha  £[o  in  the  earlier 
months  of  winter. 

*  See  Notes  on  page  144. 
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Tt  wa^  fnrtiinat^  tbftt  the  wails  wetre  Iroaieti,  aa  no  bulbt 
woulj  f^riotritte  thera. 

At  the  cud  of  this  action  thei'a  were  alive  in  the  bF%^6 
1*300  out  of  3,200-^ 
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.  The  foilomng  notes  compiled  by  the  Intelligence  Section  of 
Ihe  General  Stalf  o£  the  Second  Army  were  rei^ived  after  tho 
optiml  ions'  report  was  cotnpleteci 

Between  the  27th  Fehriiary  and  2iid  March,  the  Sna&ians 
oppoHite  the  Second  Army  had  32  batteries  of  tiekl  artillery^  in 
all  256  guns,  and  also  20  1 5*crn<  homtzem. 

On  tho  line  from  Clii^-n-nien-yu^pao  (B  3)  to  Pei-tai-tzti  (C  S), 
which  wiuii  attacked  on  tho  Int  March,  thure  wens  the  8th  Anuy 
Corp»«  Ist,  2nil,  and  5th  Eun^pean  Ritte  Brig-ades,  and  a  regiuiet*t 
uf  the  36th  I>i vision.  Also  the  "  Liao  Ho  Detacluiient/*  cousi.Htiii^ 
of  one  regiment  Gltst  DiviHicm,  iseveri  squaclrom  of  Ow&aoks,  two 
CumpiULaeii  of  garn^^jm    troopR  Eitsttrn    Chineso  Rail  way  j  and 

On  the  2od  and  3rd  Marcli.  the  om. my  It  ft  1,100  dead  on 
the  grtmiitlj  aiid  the  Jajianest!  0.stiniaU*d  his  t<*tal  loss  at  9,000. 
PriE^^'netit  tfikeri  arnountriid  tu  1S5. 

Oti  th**  3nl  and  Uh  March,  opp^itc  tho  8th  Division,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Ifuri,  there  were  one  rogiment  54th  Reserve 
Division,  one  reginient  61st  Renerve  Division,  and  one  regiment 
yf  the  8th  Army  Corpa  (Tliena  was,  however,  practically  no 
oppoaition  on  theM*  ilaya.) 

Fiuin  4tli  to  8th  Mareh,  opposite  the  4th  Division  : — 

i>th  Siltcrian  Amiy  C>rpF  (less  215th  an  J  241st  Begiinento 

L which  were  opposite  the  8th  Division),  72nd  lieserve  Division, 

Ird  and  Hth  Divisicm?,  3rd   East  Siberiatn  Rifle  Division,  2nd 

5il>orian  Division.     All  these  troops  were  parta  of  larger  nnits 

rtueh  were  not  coinph>te.     Eitch  day,  tcK>,  tliere  were  about 

From  Mo'Chia-pu  to  Yu-hung-tUTL— 8th  Army  Corps  (com* 

pkt*^).     Main  part  uf  6th  Army  Oorjjs  (25th  Division  completei 

Ust  incomplete,  81  st  complete),  35th  Division  (complete),  55th 

^Beaerve  Division  (part),  5th  Eurf^pean  Rifle  Brigade  (coii^plcte)  : 

tills  unit  ha<l  just  arrived  from  Mukden, 

The  forces  op|)osite  the  Second  Army  were  therefore  a  little 
over  thrw  ftrmy  corps  tind  about  240  guns  and  some   heavy 
iins. 


*  Tlili  Wft4  a  mifllraiislfitioji,  mud  me&nt  tbjii  XtZOO  men  wei«  unwoimded. 
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Tptal  estimated  force  opposite  the  Second  Army,  150 
battalions  and  300  guns. 

Enemy's  Casiudtiea. — (Except  those  opposite  the  4th  Divi- 
sion, and  Colonel  Tomioka's  Detachment  after  they  were  attached 
to  the  Fouiiih  Army) : — 

Killed,  about  8,000;  prisoners,  5,000.  Total  estimated 
number,  40,000. 

Notes. 

After  Hei-kou-tai  the  Russians  had  the  1st  Siberian  Army 
Corps  at  Ssu-fang-tai  (west  of  the  Hun),  but  before  the  battle 
of  Mukden  it  disappeared  and  was  traced  to  the  general  reserve, 
whence  it  went  to  the  Russian  left  at  Ma-chun-tan. 

On  7th  March  there  was  at  Tu-hung-tun  the  25th  Division 
of  the  6th  Army  Ck>rps.  When  the  3rd  Division  attacked,  the 
Russians  sent  part  of  the  36th  and  55th  Divisions  to  assist,  or 
about  1^  extra  divisions. 

It  was  not  possible  for  the  enemy  to  make  a  great  counter- 
attack in  the  battle  of  Mukden  against  the  Second  Army,  as 
the  troops  arriving  from  other  parks  of  the  field  to  the  vicinity 
of  that  place  had  lost  unity  of  command  and  were  much  mix^ 
up.  The  strongest  counter-attack  was  made  on  Tu-hung-tun, 
but  elsewhere  the  counter-attacks  were  small. 
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150  5th  JAPANESE  DIVISION. 

Late  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  February  I  went  to  see  the 
DivisioDal  Staff  and  heard  from  them  that  the  Japanese  intended 
to  open  a  bombardment  along  the  whole  front  soon  after  daylig^t- 
the  following  morning. 

Xar.  At  6  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  March  the  ammunition 

columns  in  Ta-tai  began  to  move.  It  was  pitch  dark  and 
bitterly  cold,  and  at  7  a.m.  the  thermometer  stood  at  zero.  Day 
dawned  about  7  a.m.,  grey  and  misty.  At  7.30  the  first  shot 
was  fired,  and  soon  afterwards  a  brisk  cannonade  began,  bat 
it  was  too  misty  to  see  much. 

The  Divisional  Head-Quarters  did  not  move  early  from 
Ta-tai,  so,  after  ti^in^  ineffectually  to  see  anythiog  through  the 
mist,  I  made  for  the  artillery  position  and  reached  the  villa^ 
of  Liu-tiao-kao  (C  4)  at  about  9  o'clock.  This  village  was  in 
the  front  line  and  was  being  heavily  shelled  with  shrapnel  and 
12-cm.  high-explosive  shell;  it  was  also  under  rifle  fire. 

The  front  side  (north  side)  of  the  village  was  carefuDy 
entrenched  and  was  full  of  infantry,  while  the  gun  teams  and 
horses  of  officers  were  collected  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  doee 
behind,  where  they  stood  on  the  ice  and  got  shelter  from  view 
and  fair  shelter  from  fire,  although  a  great  many  were  killed 
during  the  day  by  shrapnel  bullets  and  pieces  of  high-explosive 
shell. 

The  Russian  forces  were  disposed  as  follows : — 

West  of  Chang-tan  (C  3)  were  three  batteries  of  field 

artillery,  twenty-four  guns. 
North  of  Chang-chuang-tzu  were  four  batteries,  either 
three  of  field  and  one  of  heavy  artillery  or  else  all  four 
of  field,  in  all  thirty-two  guns.  One  battery,  either 
field  or  heavy  artillery,  of  eight  guns  was  a  little 
north  of  Li-chia-wo-peng.  The  exact  position  of  this 
battery  of  12-cm.  guns  I  have  not  been  able  to  determine^ 
but  it  was  in  one  of  these  two  places,  as  the  shells  from 
both  places  came  from  almost  the  same  directibn ;  but  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  close  to  the  river,  and 
that  the  advanced  battery  was  a  field-gun  battery 

The  Russian  infantry  consisted  of  the  1st  Siberian  Rifles — 
four  regiments  of  three  battalions  each ;  and  from  this  I  think 
the  batteries  north  of  Chang-chuang-tzu  were  probably  the 
1st  East  Siberian  Artillery  Brigade  under  General  LuchkovskL 
This  infantry  held  from  opposite  Chang-tan,  the  villafijes  of 
Wan-chia-wo-peng,  Li-chia-wo-peng  and  some  works  souw-east 
of  the  latter  village.  They  had  two  regiments  on  the  right,  one 
on  the  left,  and  one  in  reserve.  1  think  there  were  also  some 
troops  of  the  8th  Corps  in  the  position,  for  during  the  subsequent 
pursuit  I  saw  some  dead  soldiers  of  the  14th  and  15th  Divisions. 
The  Russians  also  had  two  machine  guns  on  each  side  of  Wan- 
chia-wo-peng,  and  two  more  in  the  works  on  the  sand-bill  at 
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poJQt  "  K  *'  east  of  Li-chia-wo-peBg.    The  Russians  were  strongly 
eotrendied  in  these  villages  and  at  the  point  '*  K" 

Fxoin  the  village  of  Liutiao-kao  the  works  at  **  K  '*  looked 
lik^  a  Cluneee  fort,  and  I  could  distinctly  see  the  sandbag 
head-Gover  and  the  loopholes  in  the  parapet 

A  good  many  tjre^a  grew  about  the  villages,  but  between  the 
Huariiin  works  and  the  Japanese  ffont  line  the  ground  was 
perfeetly  open  and  quite  flat. 

PrevTOu*^ly  to  attacking  this  formidable  position  the  artillery 
of  the  5th  Divi.^ion  was  very  largely  reinfoi^ed  from  the  reserve 
of  the  Second  Army,  m  follows : — 

One  regiment  of  field  artillery,  of  two  hattalions  of  three 

tNitteries  each,  total  thirty-six  guns. 
One  regiment  of  12-ctn  guns,  conHiatiiig  of  two  battalions  of 
three  batteries  each  (four  guns  in  each  each  battery )i  total 
twenty-four  guns. 
One  battalion  of  three  batteries  (four  guns  per  battery)  of 
16-eili.  howitzers,  total  twelve  gun??. 

This  reinforcement  together  with  the  6th  Divisional  Artillery, 
namely,  the  5th  (Mountain)  Artillery  Regiment  of  thirty-six 
guns,  gave  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  eight  guns,  which  wei^ 
oisposed  as  follows  : — 

Ood  battalion  of  field  artillery  Bonth-ea<)t  of  Liu-tiao-kao 
(C  4),  and  the  otiier  battalion  a  little  behind  the  same 
village* 
The  howitzers  were  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  and  were  quite 

hidden  fmrn  view* 
The   r2-cni.  guns  were  a  little  in  front  of  the  Di visional 
Head-Quarters,  while  the  mountain  guns  were  edieloned 
forward  on  their  left. 

All  these  guns  were  in  emplacements  made  of  earth  or  sand* 
begB,  and.  wherever  the  guns  were  in  the  ojien,  deep  hoIe«  had 
been  cut  clo**<*  at  liatid  fur  the  gunners  to  take  c«>ver  in. 

About  9  a.nj.  I  found  a  sihririf*  in  the  front  line  of  the 
Village  of  Liu*tiao-kao,  it  stooi]  in  a  small  mud  walled  enclosture 
n}x>ut  twelve  feet  square;  from  here  I  got  a  spleuJid  view  of 
the  operations. 

A  very  heavy  artillery  eugagemout  was  going  on,  the  field 
batterir*i4,  and  the  village  itself  were  under  a  tiemendous  fir^. 
The  Ruti.sjan  ratiging  w^is  pi*rfect»  and  at  times  the  batteries 
wijt\*  qait^  hidden  by  the  dust  raised  by  the  rain  of  ahnvpuel 
bullets  and  ineces  of  siiell ;  the  Russians  fired  chiefly  salvoes  of 
dght  guns  rapidly  one  after  the  uther.  When  the  enemy's  fire 
got  very  hot  the  Japanese  gunnora  ceased  firing  and  went  to 
ground  for  cover.  The  officer  commanding  this  battalion  had  a 
look-out  place  on  the  roof  of  a  Chinese  house  close  to  the  plaoe 
where  1  had  taken  shelter  in  the  shrine,  and  from  here,  behind 
a  little  bullet-proof  c row *s- nest  arrangement  tliey  had  made  for 
hiui,  he  watched  the  enemy's  artillery  through  an  indirect 
Tifiton  giftw,  and  worked  hii  batteries  with  two  small  flags,  one 
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white  tod  one  t6A^  *  Thfe  red  flag  Was  forr  olie  IXttierjr,  the  wliiM 
one  for  another;  and  both  together  for  the  third.  The  battoried 
were  close  by,  and  the  commanders  coald  easily  see  his  siffiials, 
and  knew  when  to  get  their  men  out  of  cover  and  go  on  nring 
and  when  to  go  to  ground.  This  was  all  done  very  quietly,  and 
there  was  no  shouting ;  it  struck  me  as  being  neat.  * 

The  Japanese  guns  pounded  the  Russian  batteries  and  then 
turned  on  the  entrenchments.  I  could  not  see  the  effect  6f  the 
fire  on  the  Russian  guns,  but  I  do  not  think  it  had  much,  for  it 
made  no  difference  in  the  intensity  of  their  fire/ thotijg^h  they, 
like  our  own,  slackened  down  from  time  to  time,  but  burst  octt 
again  soon  afterwards  as  vigorously  as  eter. 

At  10  o'clock  the  Japanese  launched  their  infantry  attack. 
On  the  right  two  battalions  of  the  21st  Regiment  moved 
against  Li-chia-wo-peng  and  the  works  at  "  K,"  which  were 
entrenchments  on  some  little  sand-hilJ&*  One  battalion  of  the 
21st  Regiment  remained  in  support  in  the  trenches  at  Liu- 
tiao-kao. 

On  the  left  the  11th  Re^ment  (three  battalions)  moved 
against  Wang-chia-wo-penfl.  The  41st  Regiment  was  in  second 
lino,  two  battalions  supporting  the  right  and  one  the  left  attack. 
The  42nd  Regiment  was  held  in  reserve. 

The  infantry  attack  was  made  in  a  manner  almost  exactly 
similar  to  our  own  system,  that  is  to  say,  line  upon  line  of  men 
extended  to  five  or  six  paces.  This  method  of  fighting  has  only 
been  recently  adopted,  and  is  copied  from  us.  The  Japanese, 
and  indeed  the  European  attache  too,  speak  of  it  as  *<Boer 
Tactics."  I  will  refer  to  this  subject  more  fully  at  the  end  of 
this  report 

The  infantry  advanced  over  flat  and  bare  fields  with  no 
cover  of  any  sort,  under  a  perfect  storm  of  bullets ;  fortunately 
for  the  Japanese,  the  shooUng  of  the  Russian  infantry  was  w&d 
to  an  extntordinary  degree,  bullets  fiew  all  over  the  place,  most 
of  them  high  up  in  the  air,  they  pattered  about  in  the  village, 
flew  over,  the  guns,  and  fell  like  rain  on  the  plain  about  a  mile 
away  behind  us.  Another  fortunate  thing  for  the  Japanese 
infantry  was  that  the  Russian  artillery  practically  ignored  them, 
arid  save  for  a  few  wild  salvoes,  confined  their  attentions  to  the 
village  and  the  mins.  If  the  Russian  shooting  had  been  even 
moderately  good,  I  think  that  this  attempt  to  move  over  the 
open  against  such  strong  defences  would  have  resulted  in  a 
disaster,  or  in  any  case  a  horrible  slaughter  of  men. 

'  The  Japanese  artillery  turned  on  the  works  at "  E,"  but  in 
spite  of  their  magnificent  shooting,  the  unfortunate  infantry  in 
the  open  were  being  shot  down  by  hundreds. 

The  infantry  of  the  right  attack  got  to  within  iht&Q  hundred 
or  four  hundred  yards  of  the  'Work  at  **K,"  but  co^ld  get  no 

neai^T,  though  they  held  on  grifnly  to  the  grotmd  'they  had 
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Milled,  and  at  11.15  a,m,  it  appearc^d  to  me  tliat  they  made  no 
Turthf*r  etfoH  to  tvdvance. 

Th«  whole  surface  of  the  ground  between  Liu-tiao-kao  and 
the  line  from  which  the  Japanese  hud  stiirted,  was  literally 
*ttrem*n  with  the  bodies  of  the  killed  aud  wounded,  amongst 
whom  the  stretcher  bearers  walked  about  in  the  cofjlest  possible 
mMiEier  in  iipite  of  the  flying  bullets. 

Wounded  m^n  walked  back  from  the  firing  line  by  scores, 
and  the  strangest  thing  of  all  was  that  nolxnly  seemed  to  be  in  a 
hurrj%  or  in  the  least  bit  flamed,  though  bjUets  were  flying 
m*ik!ly  in  every  din^ction-  The  Russian  artillery  had  dealt  very 
gently  with  this  infantry  attack,  and  I  du  not  think  that  more 
than  a  score  of  men  altogether  were  hit  by  shell  fire ;  one  man 
I  did  see  bit,  and  he  was  a  wounded  soldier  who  was  being 
carried  in  on  a  btreteber.  The  shell  burst  just  over  him^  and 
I  h(Mir<l  him  ahrtek  ;  the  bearers  put  him  down  to  see  what  was 
tlie  matter,  but  when  they  found  out  what  it  was  they  picked 
btm  up  again  and  quietly  went  on  with  him  to  the  dresB'ng 
station. 

1  only  saw  one  man  run,  and  curiously  enough  he  wa^^  a 
.wcrunded  man  who  had  been  shot  in  the  foot.     He  was  limping 
ck  slowly  from  the  firing  line  when  a  salvo  of  Russian  sliells 
irsi  in  the  air  behind  him.     He  was  very  much  startled,  and 
^rgetting  all  ab^jut  Ins  wounded  footi  he  t<x>k  to  his  heels  and 
[flight  &ljeltt:r  behind  a  tree,   the   empty   ca.se   of  a  shrapuel 
oUowing  him  came  rolling  along  in  tie  dust  and  stopped  a  few 
ei  from   where   he   bad    taken  shelter.      He   laughed    good 
Immouredly  when  lie  saw  I  had  been  watching  him. 

Tim  ei^8UaUie«  on  this  part  of  the  ground  were  very  greats 
1  woa  surprise*!  that  they  were  not  even  greater,  for  apart  fi'om 
I  the  openness  of  the  ground  and  the  short  ranges  at  which  tha 
ay  waa  firing,  the  whole  battle-field  was  dotted  with  men 
valktog  about —officei-a,  wounded  soldiei^^  stretelier  bearers, 
od  others.  I  tliiiik  many  of  tliem  exposed  theinselvce  quite 
BOOMNiarily.  and  a  great  many  must  have  been  shot  c}uite 
'tModlessly. 

On  the  left  the  11th  Regiment,  eupported  by  the  fire  of  the 
it&tn  artillery  aniJ  twenty-four  12-cm.  gunSi  was  attncking 
viUage  of  Wang-chia-wo-peng*  There  were  a  lot  of  trees 
all  about  this  village,  and  the  RusHians  were  very  strongly 
r-*-  -^^hed  there^  and  ha^l  besides  four  machine  guns^  two  on 
*- c  of  the  village. 

.,,  Xhfse  machine  guns  played  bavoc  in  tim  ranks  of  the 
llih  Kegiment,  and  it  was  decided  that  at  all  ca^ts  they  must 
be  silenced, 

L  A  WEy   bold   stroke    was  determined   upon— so   bold   that 
yolutileefa  wars  called  for  to  cany  it  out.     It  was  proposed  to 
[  acod  forward  two  mouBtain  guna  to  within  five  bundled  yards 
nE  ihfi  Raaiuan  nkaohine  guns  to  try  to  break  them  n^ 
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Fortunately  there  was  a  kind  of  sunken  road  between  the 
little  hamlets  of  Ma-lan-ku  (C  4  N.w.)  and  Chang-i-tou,  and 
along  this  approach  went  the  two  gUQ8,  pack  ponies  and  all ; 
they  arrived  in  the  latter  place  with  all  their  horses,  having 
only  one  or  two  men  wounded  on  the  way.  Having  arrived  in 
the  village,  they  bored  two  holes  in  the  outer  wall  for  the 
muzzles  of  the  guns,  and  opened  fire  ;  in  a  few  moments  two  of 
the  machine  guns  were  smashed  to  pieces,  but  the  other  two 
were  so  well  hidden  that  the  Russians  managed  to  withdraw 
them. 

The  successful  issue  of  this  bold  attempt  tempted  the 
Japanese  to  go  on  with  it,  and  accordingly  four  more  gona 
followed  the  £brst  two  in  a  similar  manner,  so  we  had  a  whole 
battery  within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  Russian  infantry.  The 
11th  Kegimeiit  made  another  efifort,  and  this  time  got  as  far  as 
the  bed  of  the  stream  between  Chang-i-tou  and  Walig-chia-wo- 
peng,  where  they  got  good  cover,  and  here  they  remained  all 
the  rest  of  the  day  and  the  following  night 

During  the  night  several  attempts  were  made  to  storm  tiie 
village,  but  the  Russians  fought  hard,  and  one  attempt  after 
another  failed,  until,  at  4  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  the  2nd,  a 
desperate  effort  was  made,  and  this  time  succeeded ;  the 
Japanese  captured  the  village,  took  20  prisoners,  and  the 
Russians  fell  back  to  the  north  and  north-east,  leaving  many 
dead  and  wounded  behind  them. 

Now  to  return  to  the  right  attack.  At  4  p.m.  the  21st 
Regiment  had  got  to  within  15  yards  of  the  sand-hill  at  point 
"  K,"  nnd  had  lost  very  heavily  ;  amongst  the  killed  was  Colonel 
Inaba,  its  commander.  At  6.30  p.m.  the  Russian  resistance  was 
overcome,  and  the  hill  with  its  works  was  captured ;  the  enemy, 
however,  managed  to  remove  the  two  machine  guns  which  had 
been  there  all  day. 

The  troops  of  the  right  attack  passed  the  night  in  the  regicm 
of  the  sand-hill  and  in  the  early  morning,  without  much 
diflSculty,  occupied  Li-chia-wo-peng.  The  Russians  retired  to 
the  north-east,  leaving  many  killed  and  a  good  many  wounded 
behind  them. 

Thus  ended  the  tirst  day  of  the  battle.  The  5th  Division 
had  fought  a  hard  fight,  but  had  driven  back  the  enemy  and 
captured  his  first  strong  line.  We  had  lost  in  killed  and  wounded 
2,500  men. 

Fire  Effect. — Amongst  the  killed  and  wounded  on  the 
Japanese  side  the  number  hit  by  artillery  fire  was  extraordinarily 
small ;  this  is  a  most  remarkable  fact,  for  the  Russian  shooting 
was  as  nearly  perfect  as  it  is  possible  to  be ;  they  knew  their 
ranges  almost  to  a  yard,  and  their  shells  burst  well ;  however, 
the  actual  efifect  of  their  fire  was  practically  nil.  For  example, 
the  three  Japanese  field  batteries,  east  of  Liu-tiao-kao,  were 
bombarded  continually — at  times  one  could  not  see  the  guns 
on  account  of  the  dust  raised  by  the  falling  showers  of  shrapnel ; 
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li  on  all  tbroiigh  the  day,  ftnd  the  total  loas  in  the  three 
itlmee  WiiR  only  13  men  wounded ;  the  other  field  batteriett^ 
Ibe  12*Ciii.  Imtteries  and  15-Cfn.  liowitzev  batterief^,  had  no 
ttsualtie^  nt  all,  while  the  mountain  artillery  hud  otdy  22 
oasQaltiaa,  of  which,  however)  every  singte  one  was  caused  by 
rifl«  botletw. 

The  HuHnian  12'Cra*  gunB  were  using  liigh-explosive  shell; 
Ute«e  they  dropped  into  the  village  of  Liu-tiao-kao,  among  the 
batteries,  ai»d  along  the  bank«  of  the  river,  where  all  the  horses 
had  been  stowed  away,  and  where  nearly  everyone  who  waa 
not  actually  tighting  had  gcme  for  cover,  Th&*%e  shelU*  burst 
with  terrific  force,  making  a  fearful  noise  and  raising  great 
dond^t  ofhlack  dii^t,  but  beyond  killing  a  f^w  horses  and  aetting^ 
firo  to  a  house  vr  two  I  do  not  think  they  did  nmcli  harm, 

I  walked  all  over  the  ground  between  Liu-tiao-kao  and 
li-chia-wo-peng  early  on  the  morning  of  tlje  2nd;  most  of  the 
Japano'iG  wounded,  and  i^ome  of  the  Ku^sian,  hati  been  coUeeted, 
bat  &U  the  dead  of  l>oth  sidei  lay  where  they  had  fallen, 

It  appCnircd  to  me  that  a  vrry  larg»?  proportion  of  the  killed 
on  botli  atdad  had  been  shot  through  the  head.  I  {ikn  noticed 
finom  ibe  way  the  bodies  were  lying  that  most  of  tliem  had 
apparently  been  killed  white  lying  down  ;  one  could  dibtlnctly 
Iroee  whore  a  line  ha*l  halted,  by  the  rows  of  dead  bodJen;  many 
of  tli«  men  were  still  grasping  their  rifles  in  their  dead  fingern. 

I  mentioned  this  fact  to  a  Japanese  ^taff  officer,  and  h6 
told  UR?  that  he  had  noticed  the  same  thing  at  the  battle  of 
Hei*kou-tai,  and  he  was  kind  enough  to  get  the  figures  for  me.* 

Tite  tTapauese  artillery  fire  had  apparently  been  a  little 
Ifioro  cflective  than  the  Russian,  for  some  of  the  dead  Russians 
in  Ibe  sand-hill  defences  at  "  K ''  were  horribly  mutilated  by 
ttidsbeUs. 

There  wei-e  about  150  dead  Russians  lying  about  in  the 
works  lit  **  K*'  and  I  saw  also  about  half  a  dozen  wounded  who 
tind  not  lieen  picked  up,-  Most  of  the  latter  were  very  Imd  cases, 
Ifaocy.  ittid  ttie  little  vitality  that  was  left  in  them  by  their 
wocmds  W£^  aluio.^t  gone  owing  to  the  fearful  cold. 

The  Russian  work^  on  the  sand-hill  at  "K"  (I  call  it  a 
8tiid*hill  for  v\ant  of  a  better  word,  for  it  was  nothing  but  a 
little  moand,  the  highest  part  of  which  wa«  not  more  tfian 
Iwsniy  feet  above  the  plain)  were  well  constructed  brea*^tworks, 
with  short  traverses ;  here  and  there  undt^rground  dwellings 
liod  been  hollowed  out  Imhind  them,  and  for  the  most  part  the 
works  faeod  west  or  so  nth -west  Between  the  «anddiill  and 
the  village  was  a  parapet  and  trench  which  might  have  held 
about  W  mem  if  they  had  been  packed  fairly  tightly.  The 
fil^ge  itoelf  woa  sbrongly  protected,  double  rows  of  abattis  and 


^  Full  infortOAlion  upon  thk  point  wUI  be  found  in  Lfeut.-Ooloiiol 
HjitdAitf?'*  ty*pc>rt  on  tbo  battle  of  Eei*koa-t!ii,  Appendix  IIL,  page  h%^ 
and  in  Repon  $1,  page  h^* 
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wire  entanglement  placed  in  front  of  the  trenches,  -while  allr  the- 
walls  of  the  village  were  pierced  with  loopholes. 

Medical  Arrangements, — I  saw  two  dressing  stations  at 
work  during  this  fight,  one  was  in  the  front  line  of  trenches  dt 
Liu-tiao-kao,  and  the  other,  a  larger  one,  was  in  the  bed  ^^f 
the  stream  near  the  bridge  in  rear  of  Liu-tiao-kao.  Both  df 
them  were  very  much  exposed  to  artillery  fire;  a  doctor  in 
the  first  mentioned  one  was  hit  by  a  shrapnel  buUei 

The  dressing  station  near  the  bridge  was  a  curious  sights 
the  nullah  was  full  of  horses,  and  all  the  rag-tag  and  bob-tfti)l, 
of  nondescript  people  who  are  present  at  battles  without 
actually  taking  an  active  part  in  them.  Fortunately  the  river 
WHS  frozen,  and  the  ice  made  a  flat  roadway  down  the  nullah. 
The  medical  people  had  a  group  of  officers  and  men  here  hard 
at  work.  The  wounded  streamed  in,  some  on  stretchers  and 
some  on  foot;  as  they  came  in,  each  man  had  a  label  tied  on  to 
his  coat  to  show  the  nature  of  his  wound — a  white  label  for  a 
serious  wound,  and  a  red  one  for  a  slight  one. 

The  wounded  men  were  dumped  down  oH  the  ice  among  the 
horses'  heels,  and  the  doctors,  working  at  high  pressure,  simply 
applied  antiseptic  dressings  and  bandages;  this  having  been 
done,  the  wounded  man  was  sent  off  to  the  field  hospitals,  which 
in  this  instance  were  at  Ku-cheng-tzu,  some  tliree  jniles  away 
to  the  rear.  A  very  large  number  of  men  walked  this  distance, 
so  as  to  spare  the  stretcher-bearers  for  more  serious  casea  It 
would  be  difficult  to  imagine  anything  more  unlike  one's  idea  of 
what  a  dressing  station  should  be.  The  wounded  men  lay  on 
the  ice  bearing  their  pain  without  a  murmur,  while  the  vicious 
little  Japanese  horses  fought  and  kicked  each  other  within  a 
few  feet  of  them ;  great  shells  screamed  overhead  or  burst  close 
by  with  a  fearful  noise.  One  12-cm.  shell  pitched  just  beside 
the  bridge  and  on  tlie  brink  of  the  nullah  while  I  was  there, 
iuid  the  explosion  was  deafening,  while  everyone  was  covered 
with  dust  and  pieces  of  stone.  The  doctors  took  no  notice  of 
all  these  disturbing  elements,  but  worked  away  untiringly, 
though  every  man  of  them  who  was  not  actually  nt  work  sat 
with  his  back  up  against  the  river  bank. 

A  field  hospital  had  established  itself  in  the  village  of 
Ku-cheng-tzu,  and  thither  a  stream  of  wounded  on  stretchers 
or  afoot  poured  all  through  the  day.  The  Japanese  field 
hospitals,  have,  nominally,  a  containing  capacity  of  200  patients, 
this  one,  however,  on  the  1st  Maix^h  took  in  no  less  than  1,400 
woundfid  men :  in  order  to  be  .able  to  do  this,  it  annexed  nearly 
all  the  houses  in  the  village. 

The  fact  of  the  hospitals  opening  at  Ku^eng-tzu  instead:  of 
at  Ta-tai,  showed,  I  think,  great  forethought  on  the  part  of  the 
principal  medical  officer,  for  it  was  quite  close  to  the  Head- 
Quarters  village,  and  at  the  same  time  off  the. main  linp  of 
traffic  between  Ta-tai  and  the  fighting  line,  so  all'  the  wounded> 
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they  were  clear  of  the  frcint  lme«  had  a  quie4  ifoad  all  to 
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Ii6ttt<0€ttaml  Kigoiihi  during  this  fight  hstl  hia  bead* 
qoiftera  about  1  mile  ^aUi-west  of  Ldu-iiao^kaa 

K  foniinued* — On  the  early  morning  of  the  ?nd  SndKai 

Marei.  :  -    :  ilowing  waa  the  situation  :^ — 

On  the  left  the  8th  Division  had  occupied  Chang*tan  and 
Jim  Nien-yu-pao  (B  3)»  On  the  right  the  4th  Division  had 
^ot  as  far  a.*$  Pet-tai-tzu  (C  S  S.E.),  while  the  5th  DiWsion, 
oaving  occupied  Wang^chia-wo-peng  and  Li-chia-wa-peng,  was 
advaaeing,  and  at  noon  occupied  the  village  of  Chang-dinang-t^Up 
where  the  eneuiy  made  no  stand  worth  mentioning. 

The  ilst  Begiment  and  the  5th  (Uountain)  Artillery 
IU*girDe]]t  were  told  off  to  pursue  the  retiring  Russians* 

I  wafl  to!d  that  the  Third  Army  was  making  f^ood  progress 
on  our  extreme  left,  but  I  could  get  no  infornmtion  as  to  its^ 
wbertabouta 

Lieut^General  Kigoshi  had  not  shifted  his  head  quarters 
from  yesterday's  possition,  Ijr*ined  him  there  ahout  8,15  a.m., 
having  spent  the  night  at  Ta4ai. 

The  day  was  raw  and  dourly,  temperature  19  degrees  Fahn, 
ftt  10  a.m.  Buow  lx*gan  tt*  fall,  and  kept  on  till  the  micldle  of  the 
afternoon*  I  saw  the  Russian  soldiers  who  had  been  captured  at 
Wang-chia*wo*peng,  who  looked  cold  and  miserahle;  they  nearly 
a!]  belonged  to  the  1st  Siberian  Eiflea,  though  one  or  two  were 
of  the  Hth  Di vision  of  the  8th  Corps. 

I  left  hea<l  ivuarters  alx)ut  9.30  and  rode  all  over  the  scene 
r flay*?*  engagement ;  nil  the  Japanese  wounfled  had  been 
i\],  bat  a  few  of  the  Ruasiana  were  still  lying  out  in  the 
the  bodies  of  the  slain  still  lay,  of  course,  where  tliey 
fallen.  In  one  part  of  the  grounti  some  of  the  millet  crop 
of  laat  yi*!ar  had  not  Wen  gjithercd  in,  and  it  lay  in  little  heaps, 
ll  wa*i  a  curious  thing  to  notice  that  behind  almost  every  heap 
lay  a  dead  soldier ;  apparently  the  soldiers  in  the  attack  had 
taken  cover  behind  Uie&e  henps  of  straw,  which,  of  course,  were 
no  protection  against  bullet^  but  rather  the  reverse,  for  they 
gave  the  Russian  riflemen  somethiTig  to  aim  at. 

By  11  a,n).  there  was  a  general  move  forward,  AH  the 
Japanme  guna  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  emplacements  of 
yesieitUy*  The  heavy  howit^er^^  were  collected  by  bntteries  nn 
the  banks  of  the  stream,  and  the  mountain  guns  were  getting 
really  to  move  forward.  I  rode  on  and  got  into  Chang-chuang-t  zu 
a  little  after  noon  ;  from  the  shidter  of  a  ruine«J  houae  I  could  see 
right  tip  the  river  bed  towards  Chou-kiian*pu  (C  3).  There  wa« 
besvy  artillery  tiring  going  on  to  the  right     The  Russian 
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moving  about  among  some  trees ;  one  of  the  men  stopped  mod 
deliberately  bad  a  shot  at  my  orderly,  who  was  holding  his  hone 
and  mine  at  the  corner  of  Cbang-chuang-tzu  village. 

The  Russians  were  holding  Chou-kuan-pu,  and  also  had 
some  works  on  the  top  of  a  kind  of  small  cliff  on  the  river  bank 
and  some  trenches  between  the  village  and  the  cliff,  but  no 
artilleiy  near  the  village,  though  there  were  three  batteries  of 
field  and  one  of  heavy  artillery  to  the  east  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Ta-han-tai.  Shortly  after  1  o'clock  the  5th  Division  b^an 
to  concentrate  in  Chang-chuang-tzu. 

The  5th  (Mountain)  Artillery  Regiment  came  up  and  were 
soon  at  work  making  emplacements  for  their  guns  all  aloi^ 
the  eastern  side  of  the  village ;  these  emplacements  were  an 
com])leted  before  the  guns  were  brought  up. 

About  2.45  p.m  the  guns  opened  fire  on  Chou-kuan-pu  and 
on  the  works  on  the  cliff.  The  Russian  guns  were  apparently 
busy  with  the  4tb  Division,  for  they  hardly  replied  to  us  at  alL 

At  2.50  p.m.  the  infantry  advanced  to  the  atta^.  It  was  a 
very  fine  sight.  The  41st  Regiment  on  both  sides  of  the  river, 
and  on  its  right  two  battalions  of  the  42nd,  went  forward 
against  the  Russians  in  long  extended  lines,  one  behind  the 
other.  One  battalion  of  the  42nd  had  no  less  than  twelve  lines 
at  about  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  apart 

The  Russian  guns  now  turned  their  fire  on  the  infantry  and 
the  attack  was  very  heavily  shelled  ;  the  rifle  fire,  too,  from  the 
village,  and  particularly  from  the  works  on  the  cliff,  was  very 
hot,  but  somehow  or  other  it  seemed  to  have  very  little  effect, 
for  in  the  whole  attack  the  Japanese  only  lost  about  100  men 
killed  and  woimded. 

In  the  middle  of  the  attack  the  Russian  guns  at  Ta-han-tai 
suddenly  ceased  firing  and  retired. 

At  4  p.m.  some  artillery  of  the  8th  Division  came  into  action 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  opposite  Chang-chuang-tzu ;  the 
action  o\  these  guns  must,  I  think,  have  helped  the  infantry  very 
considerably. 

At  5.40  p.m.  I  saw  large  numbers  of  the  Russian  infantry 
streaming  northwards  through  the  village  of  Ta-han  tai  in  great 
disorder ;  they  appeared  to  be  regularly  routed,  for  they  moved 
in  no  kind  of  formation  whatever ;  there  were  a  thousand  of 
them  at  least  and  there  may  have  been  more. 

By  6  p.m.  all  firing  had  stopped;  the  Japanese  were  in 
Chou-kuan-pu  and  the  Russians  were  flying  to  the  north. 

The  attack  on  Chou-kuan-pu  was  a  very  pretty  sight ;  the 
troops  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  moved  slowly  forward, 
while  a  part  of  the  4l8t  Regiment,  moving  up  the  river  bed  on 
the  ice  and  on  both  banks,  attacked  the  entrenchments  on  the 
cliff.  These  entrenchments  commanded  the  river  bed,  and  most 
of  the  casualties  occurred  here,  but  there  was  a  little  cover  to 
be  got  right  under  the  south  bank,  and  of  this  the  most  was 
made ;  besides  this,  the  mountain  gunners  fired  on  the  trenches  as 
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fmti  m»  they  coold  load  their  gua^;  this  made  the  Russians  a 
Itlili  ftby  about  putting  up  their  lieads  io  fire,  for  the  works 
here  had  evidently  bei^ii  rapidly  madu  and  had  no  head-cover. 
By  degreeit  all  the  inea  on  the  aorth  bank  worked  over  on  to 
ilie  eoctlh  side  of  the  river,  and,  tlianks  to  the  covering  lire  nf 
the  montitain  guns,  were  able  to  get  close  up  to  the  ti'^iiches  ou 
the  cliff.  Here  tbey  collected  iu  a  thick  ma^s  close  under  the 
river  bank.  Suddenly  five  men  ran  forward  in  a  little  group 
and  gmned  a  footin||  on  the  top  of  the  bank  within  fifty  or  sixty 
yardb  of  the  enemy  s  trenches — not  one  of  them  was  hit — and 
lay  flat  l>eHind  a  ssmdy  undulation,  whUe  on©  of  thcTi  took 
fmiu  his  pocket  a  small  flag  with  the  "Rising  Stin  "  on  it,  and, 
tying  it  to  the  cleaning  rod  of  his  rifle,  waved  it  tiiumphantly. 
AIuKMt  iuiniediately  up  swarmed  three  or  four  hundred  men 
firom  below,  and  in  a  few  momenta  the  Russian  trenches  wei'e 
won. 

After  this  work  fell  the  Russians  in  the  village  made  no 
attempt  to  hold  out  any  longer,  indeed,  it  would  have  been 
a  to  do  ao,  for  the  village  was  completely  commanded  at 
riinge  by  the  work  nn  the  cliff,  so  they  withdrew,  leaving 
a  great  many  dead  and  wounded  behind  them« 

The  trenches  of  the  wt>rk  on  the  cliff  were  literally  full 
of  dead  men,  atid  tliere  v^  ere  many  boiliea  lying  about  on  the 
open  grounfl  l>et ween  the  trenches  and  the  village ;  for  when 
Ifaey  left  thuir  trenches  to  retire  the  Russiatm  Iia*l  to  pass  over 
ieTeiml  hundred  jarda  of  open  ground,  whore  they  were  nhot 
dawn  like  nibbits  in  a  ride.  The  Japanese  artillery  had  done 
terrible  tiatuage  among  the  men  in  the  trenchas  on  the  clitf,  as 
the  umtilated  Ijodies  testified ;  several  men  had  been  decapi* 
UkU^l  and  others  had  lost  limbs  and  were  otherwl^  mutilated. 
I  ihtiik  nearly  all  the  Russian  casualties  in  this  particular  spot 
were  due  to  artillery  fire. 

I  mw  one  dead  Russian  officer  and  n  goofi  many  wounded 
men,  but  tlie  Japanese  losses  were  extraordinarily  small ;  in 
froiit  of  the  work  on  the  clift',  for  instance,  there  were  only  23; 
isori?  lay  t»ut  on  the  frossen  BOi*face  of  the  river  ami  along  the 
sandy  liank^  Uui  hardly  anyone  on  the  right  flank  of  the  attcick 
bad  b».*eii  touched, 

Tfce  Japanene  medical  staB'  had  their  hand^  very  full  after 
the  si»vere  fighting  of  yesteiday,  but  nevertheless  most  of  the 
wounded  in  this  days  fight  were  collected  and  brought  in 
ktfttri'  dark.  Efirly  on  the  morning  of  the  Snl,  however,  1  wns 
Bding  with  Li  out. -Colonel  Macpherson  over  the  ground  near  the 
ditf,  and  we  discovered  three  wounded  Russians  who  ha^l  been 
0%*erlo^tk©d,  or  rather,  their  wounds  had  been  dressed  and  they 
kaAl  been  1"  ft  to  shift  for  them&elveit.  They  hal  crawled  close 
togettjer  to  try  and  keep  warm  during  the  bitter  cold  of  the 
night.  The  mmi  severely  wounded  among  them  bad  been  covered 
up  with  some  old  sacks  by  his  two  wounded  comrades;  anrl  so 
we  found  them,  half  dead  with  cold,  mijiory,  and  loes  of  blood. 
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We  gave  them: some  spirits  from  oar  flasks,  buioould  do  nothing- 
more  for  them  beyond  leaving  them  in  charge  of  a  Japanese  Bed 
Cross  man,  who  promised  to  see  them  pioked  up  and  cared 'foB.  < 
On  the  night  of  the  2nd  March  the  fiost  line-  was  m 
Chou-kuan-pu,  the  42nd  Regiment,  and  three  batteries  of  field 
artillery  at  Ta-han-tai,  from  which  the  Russians  had  retired, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  division  in  and  about  Chang- 
chuang-tzu. 

d  Mar.  On  the  morning  of  the  3rd  March  the  5th  Division  moved 

forward  in  two  columns.  The  left  column  was  composed  of 
the  41st  Infantry  Regiment  and  the  5th  Mountain  Artillery 
Regiment.  All  the  rest  of  the  division,  together  with  the  battalion 
of  neld  artillery,  moved  forward  by  the  road  to  the  right. 

The  left  column  found  the  Russians  had  Tou-tai-tzu,  where 
there  were  about  three  battalions  of  them,  very  much  mixed  up, 
for  some  were  Siberian  Rifles  and  some  were  men  of  the  14th  or 
15th  Divisions.  The  enemy  made  no  stand  here,  but  retired 
almost  at  once,  before  the  artillery  could  come  into  action 
against  them ;  this  retirement,  however,  may  have  been  caused 
by  the  movements  of  the  8th  Division  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  river. 

Moving  forward  again,  the  41st  Regiment  got  into  the 
village  of  Ma-tou-lan,  while  the  enemy  again  fell  back  rapidly 
before  it. 

About  a  mile  further  on  was  a  large  double  village  with  a 
lot  of  trees  about  it,  this  was  Ta-wang-chiang-pu  (D  3) ;  here 
the  Russians  stopped  and  resisted  the  pursuit.  They  brought 
three  batteries  into  action  north-east  of  the  village.  The  41st 
Regiment  deployed  for  attack  and  the  mountain  artillery  came 
into  action  south-east  of  Ma-tou-lan,  while  the  21st  R^ment 
and  the  three  batteries  of  field  artillery  from  the  right  column 
also  moved  forward  against  the  villages. 

However,  before  the  attack  had  time  to  develop  the  Russiims 
were  off*  again  as  fast  as  ever;  they  had  only  stopped  long 
enough  to  gain  time  to  set  fire  to  the  large  depdt  of  supplies 
which  had  been  collected  in  this  place. 

While  the  movement  against  Ta-wang-chiang-pu  was  taking 
place  the  right  column  was  diverted  on  to  the  left  road  and 
moved  straight  on  to  the  village  from  Fu-chia-chuang  and 
Ta-han-tai.  As  soon  as  the  Russians  retired  the  21st  Regiment 
and  three  batteries  of  field  artillery  moved  back  on  to  their 
original  course  on  the  right  road,  and  the  troops  now  pouring 
into  Ta  wang-chiang-pu  took  off  their  equipment  and  set  to 
work  with  aU  their  might  to  try  and  save  as  much  as  possible 
from  the  great  conflagration  wluch  had  been  started. 

The  4lRt  Regiment  and  the  mountain  €krtillery,  however^ 
pushed  on  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  Russians. 

The  ^lemy  made  a  feeble  effort  to  hold  the  village  of  Chanff- 
tang-pu  (D  8  north) ;  they  were  the  same  three  battalions  whidi 
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r#  hail  been  banting  &1I  day>  and  I  think  ihai  they  had  very 
baart  left  in  thetn,  for  although  they  had  five  batteries  on 
tbe  flanks  of  the  village  of  Ta-tai  to  help  them  and  it  wa^  now 
almruil  dark,  no  sooner  did  the  Japanese  batteries  open  on  them, 
Lwhifdi  they  did  with  great  in  tensity  of  fire,  than  they  were  off 
hard  as  they  coold  go* 
Pnrsnit  as  carried  out  by  the  Japanese  is  painfully  slow,  but 
,  vaiy  sitre.  It  is  a  pity  they  have  no  mounted  infantry,  for  on 
ioMof  this  kind  it  would  be  invaluable,  I  believe  that 
wbole  of  thin  mixed  lot  of  Russian  inffuitry,  and  perhaps 
I  gtam  as  well  might  have  been  captured  by  a  bold  and  rapid 
re  with  mounted  troops,  for  the  Russians  were  worn  out  and 
j>mted,  and  I  think  would  have  given  up  if  they  had  found 
^inr  line  of  ri.itreat  blocked. 
The  flying  Russians  were  given  no  time  to  re^t,  the  4l8t 
at  kept  them  on  the  run.  and  during  the  night  the 
Japanese  entered  Bsudiang-tan-pu,  while  the  aeouts  got  as  far 
113  Su'hu-pa  (D  2  south). 

Now  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  the  right  colamn*     The  21st 
lut  and  the  three  batteries  of  field  artillery,  after  roturoirg 
right  n:JUte,  moved  forwani  agatu,  but  were  checked  at 
at  Ta*chuang'ho  (D  U  centre):  this  wa^  late  in  the  after* 
iwL     The  artillery  immediately  came   into  action,  and    the 
infantry  moved  forward  to  the  attack^  but  the   Russianfi  fell 
ck  at  onco  into  Tin-erh-pu. 

The  infantry  moved  on  at  once  against  Yin-erh-pu,  juiit  as 
wan  getting  dark     Suddenly  five  Russian  batteries  &om  the 
|jon  near  Tung-orh-pu  opened  fire  with  very  good  effect,  and 
Mid  a  good  deal  of  damage  among  the  infantry*     Night  now 
'  in  and  it  was  very  dark ;  the  Russian  guns  retreated,  hut 
betr  infantry  held  on  to  the  village  all  night  and  retired  in  the 
lall  hours  of  thi?  morning. 
The  2l8t  Regiment  occupied  the  village  at  (i  a^ni.  on  the  4th. 
The  total  Japanese  caBualties  on  the  3rd  were  about   120, 
aiKl  of  these  rnont  fell  before  Yinerh-pu. 

Tlie  RuBsiaria  liad  used  the   village  of  Ta-wang*cbiang*pu 

a  kind  of  advanced  depAt     A  broad- gnu <^e  railway  (6- foot 

b)  had  been  laid,  connecting  up  with  the  main  line  of  the 

sorian  Railway  south  of  the  Hun  Ho  bridge,  and  there 

a  great  many  sidings.     Large  r]t]antities  of  Btoree,  fodder, 

Fgmla,  flcun  kc,,  kc,  had  been  collected  here  ;  all  were  neatly 

amiig^  in  great  stacks  and  pyramids,  but  all  was  blazing  when 

w%  oiter&d.     I  believe  the  Japanese  managed   to  save  about 

|oiie*Uiiitl  of  the  total.     All  these  BtoreB  were  collected  in  the 

•oath  half  of  the  village.     In  the  north  half  was  a  large  field 

bakery,  beautifully  arranged,  and  vast  quantities  of  ready  baked 

rye  hrmd.    The  Ruasiani*  had  set  fire  to  thi«  too,  and  moat  of  it. 

f  inelnding  the  gi^&t  Rtackfl  of  bread,  waa  burning  fiercely  when 

.  we  arrived.     The  loaves  were  enormous,  meaauring  in  inchei* 

10  X  9  X  6»  and  weighing  at  leant  12  Ilia  each. 
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The  bread  was  frozen  and  as  hard  as  fluit,  but  we  were  glad 
to  get  it,  for  we  had  nothing  else  that  night,  and  the  bag^^ 
was  miles  behind;  so  we  thawed  it  by  Uie  fire  and  found  it 
very  palatable ;  it  was  black  and  coarse,  but,  with  a  little  salt 
sprinkled  on  it,  was  excellent. 

In  addition  to  the  broad-gauge  railway  I  have  mentioned, 
this  village  was  the  rail- head  of  a  light  railway  which  ran  from 
here  through  Chou-kuan-pu  and  away  down  the  river  on  the  ice. 
I  was  told  that  it  went  as  far  as  Hei-kou-tai,*  but  I  did  not 
see  it  myself  further  south  than  near  Chou-kuan-pu,  where  it 
was  laid  on  the  ice.  I  expect  the  Russians  found  it  very  useful 
for  bringing  up  supplies  of  food  and  ammunition  to  the  villages 
in  their  front  line,  as  well  as  for  transporting  their  wounded  to 
the  rear. 

At  Ta-wang-chiang-pu  the  Japanese  captured  over  one 
hundred  little  bogie  trucks  belonging  to  the  light  railway; 
about  half  of  this  number  were  fitted  up  as  Bed  Uross  trucks, 
by  means  of  uprights  fastened  to  the  trucks  and  hanging 
matting  upon  them  to  keep  off  the  bitter  cold  wind,  the  bottom 
of  the  truck  being  covered  with  kcLoliang  straw  for  the  wounded 
to  lie  on. 

Each  truck  was  fitted  with  a  swingle-tree  on  each  side,  and 
could  be  pulled  by  two  ponies,  though  on  the  flat  they  were  so 
light  that  one  man  could  easily  push  an  empty  one  along. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  we  occupied  Ta-tai  and  Su-hu-pu 
(D  2  south);  the  Russians  before  us  had  fallen  back,  but 
were  still  holding  the  villages  of  Erh-tai-tzu  (E  2  8.w.)  and 
Pei-ta-tzu-ying  (E  3  north),  though  not  in  any  great  force. 

Lieut.-Qeneral  Eigoehi  detached  one  battalion  of  the  2 1  at 
Regiment  to  guard  his  flank  against  the  Russians  in  these  two 
viUages,  and  with  the  i^roainder  of  hia  division  crossed  the  river 
to  the  north  bank.    This  crossing  began  about  4  p.nu 

Su-hu-pu  is  a  large  village,  and  had  evidently  been  occupied 
by  a  considerable  number  of  the  enemy's  troops.  There  was  a 
large  yard  full  of  great  cauldrons  for  making  soup  and  boiling 
water,  and  a  large  supply  of  tinned  rations  of  various  kinds  in 
some  of  the  houses. 

The  Russians  had,  as  usual,  set  fire  to  the  houses  whieh 
contained  their  stores  before  they  left,  but  they  had  not  had 
time  to  bum  before  we  came  in,  and  the  Japanese  soldiers  were 
allowed  to  help  themselves  to  the  tins  of  provisions  as  ihey 
marched  through. 

These  tinned  rations  looked  exceedingly  nice;  some  of  the 
tins  contained  pea  soup,  some  a  sort  of  ragout  of  meat  and 
vegetables,  and  some  ordinary  preserved  meat;  each  tin  was 
marked  at  one  end  with  the  date  of  tinning — an  excellent  plan 
to  prevent  old  stores  from  being  foisted  on  the  supply  department 
by  dishonest  contractors.  1897  was  the  oldest  date  I  could  find 
among  them,  and  1903  the  most  recent. 

*  This  is  a  miitake.^A.  H. 
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Th«S6  tins  were  a  little  larger  than  the  oixiinary  condensed 
milk  tin,  aad  w^i^hed  three -quarters  of  a  Rugsiim  pound.  I 
took  one  m  a  flample,  as  ib  neems  to  me  a  very  convenient  size 
and  ahape,  and  if  possible  I  will  forward  it  wiUi  my  report. 

Wi  otMsed  the  Hun  Ho,  aa  I  have  said,  at  about  4  p,m. ; 
fcbero  Wfla  a  hi^h  wind  and  the  dust  wa8  blinding ;  the  ice  showed 
no  gigrm  of  melting  or  even  of  getting  cut  up  under  the  traflSe  of 
tiiooaiiids  of  fi*et  and  the  wheels  of  innumerable  vehicles  and 
foaa. 

The  river  here  is  almost  exactly  similar  in  appearance  to  the 
Juttma  or  Qanges  in  India^  if  one  can  imi^iue  intense  colli 
pfiavailinii  instead  of  intense  heat.  There  are  the  same  great 
weary  »tr*  tches  of  .sand,  the  same  sort  of  banks^  and  the  same 
•ort  of  scrubby  jungle,  but  here,  instead  of  mimosa  thom,  almo&t 
all  the  growth  on  tlie  banks  is  willow*  The  river  bed  h^re  ib 
aboat  eight  hundred  yards  wide^  of  which  more  than  two- thirds 
ia  aaad.  The  bauks  of  the  Hun,  like  thoae  of  nil  the  rivers  of 
the  plains  of  Haucharia»  are  either  little  cliffs,  varying  from  ten 
to  iwentj  feet  high,  or  else  gentle  slopes  of  sand,  gra<lually  rising 
to  the  level  of  the  surrounding  country, 

Siion  aft*^r  crossing  the  Hnn  we  reached  the  village  of 
Tu-Ui*t3su  (D  2),  which  had  been  taken  from  the  Russians 
lliat  morning  by  the  8th  Division.  This  was  a  big  village 
anrroanded  by  a  mud  wall  about  live  feet  high,  with  a  huge 
to&m  all  round  it — a  Chinese  protection  against  the  briganda 

Tba  fosse  was  full  of  Ruseian  difms  and  so  was  the  space 
the  wall  and  the  houses  of  the  village ;  and  a  gooil 
number  of  dead  Rusaians  were  lying  alK>ut  here  and  thenii 
paiticularly  in  the  foase,  where  I  saw  at  least  twenty  on  the 
eraai  side  of  the  village,  A  few  wounded  men  were  Ijing  where 
Ihey  had  fallen  on  the  outakirts  of  the  village,  and  a  lew  had 
ei^wl««d  away  out  of  sight  into  the  osier  beds  which  fringed 
ibe  baoks  of  the  stream  on  the  north  side  of  the  village,  while 
a  few  bodies  lay  on  the  ice  in  the  middle  of  the  river  bed* 
The  Japanese  infantry  pushed  on  in  open  formauon  to  the  next 
vUia^.  Ta  Yu*shti-pti,  which  had  been  passed  through  earlier 
ill  the  day  by  some  of  the  troops  of  the  8th  Division. 

Darkness  was  coming  on,  and  it  was  very  difficult  to  follow 
what  happened :  a  very  heavy  artillery  fire  from  the  Russians 
was  going  on,  the  Russian  guns  appeared  to  be  firing  from 
HTBiy  direction  in  an  arc  of  a  circle  of  about  100  degrees  from 
narta*eaat  to  south  of  south-west,  shells  were  buntting  on  every 
ode,  and  it  seemed  almost  hopetees  to  tell  where  uiey  came 
from  :  the  Sth  Division^  too,  on  oar  left,  appeared  to  be  under  a 
terrific  shell  fir^. 

Jtitl  as  the  dayUght  failed  the  41st  Regiment  went  forward 
fkuD  Ta  Yu-ehn-pn  in  a  south-easterly  direction  towards  the 
river  bed«  while  the  11th  Regiment  took  up  a  position  a  little 

rof  Ik  Tu-shn-pu  and  facing  the  railway  embankment,  and 

v.  1 
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our  mountain  guns  took  up  a  temporary  position  on  the  eastern 

edge  of  the  village. 

Meanwhile  the  battalion  of  the  2l8t  Begiment  which  we  had 
dropped  on  the  Routh  side  of  the  river  mov^  against  Erh-tei-tsn 
(E  2  S.W.),  but  found  it  very  strongly  held  by  the  enemy.  So 
this  attack  was  not  pushed  home  and  the  battalion  was  ordered 
to  remain  before  the  village,  as  it  was  not  considered  neoessuy 
that  this  place  should  be  taken  at  once. 

On  this  day,  in  spite  of  the  tremendous  artillery  tire,  there 
were  only  58  casualties  in  the  5th  Division,  and  almost  all  of 
these  were  from  rifle  bullets  and  among  the  ranks  of  the 
21st  Regiment  before  Erb-tai-tzu. 

At  Ta  Yu-shu-pu,  looking  towards  the  enemy,  riffht  across 
our  front  and  about  two  miles  ofT,  ran  a  railway  embankment 
varying  from  ten  feet  to  twenty  feet  high ;  between  the 
embankment  and  the  village  the  ground  was  a  bit  broken, 
that  is  to  say,  lines  of  sand-hills  a  few  feet  higher  than  the 
surrounding  plain,  parallel  to  each  other  and  to  the  embankment, 
crossed  the  front,  and  a  winding  stream  with  perpendicular 
banks  perhaps  twenty  feet  high.  This  stream,  the  water  of 
which  was,  of  course,  frozen  nearly  solid,  made  a  splendid 
sunken  road  which!was  very  much  used  by  the  Japanese  dnring 
the  days  that  followed. 

The  embankment  led  down  to  the  river,  where  the  gaunt 
timbers  of  an  unfinished  bridge  showed  up  very  plainly  against 
the  dark  background  of  trees  surrounding  the  village  of 
Mo-chia-pu  (E  2  west),  while  on  the  north  side  of  the  unfinished 
bridge  was  another  tree-surrounded  village  called  Mi-chia-pu. 
Both  these  villages  were  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  it 
looked  as  if  he  meant  to  hold  them  at  all  costs.  Bound  to 
our  right  and  close  to  ihe  river  bank  was  a  sand-hill  of  larger 
dimensions  than  usual^  useful  as  a  good  look-out  place,  but  it 
was  continually  swept  by  shell  fire. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  we  received  the  following 
information  concerning  the  other  divisions  of  the  Japanese 
armies : — 

The  Third  Army  had  made  good  progress,  and  was  now 
close  to  the  railway  north-east  of  Mukden;  it  was  further 
stated  that  there  were  no  defensive  works  on  the  north  of 
that  town. 

Last  night  the  6th  Division  attacked  and  captured  the 
Russian  first  line  along  the  Sha  Ho  in  the  vicinity  of  La-mu- ton 
(E  3  &E.)  and  Lin-sheng-pu  (E  3  south  centre),  and  amongst  its 
trophies  was  one  10*5-cm.  gun. 

The  4th  Division  on  our  ri^t  is  holding  the  enemy,  who  i 
strongly  entrenched.  The  attack  here  is  not  being  pushed  homi 
the  idea  evidently  being  to  contain  the  enemy  on  the  south  whil 
the  Third  Army  is  working  in  behind  him. 


hattlk  of  mukdes. 


165 


I 


The  First  Army  is  fightiQg  in  the  hillB  to  the  east  and  in 
doing  well,  though  its  progress  is  slow. 

Ob  the  early  nioming  of  the  5th  the  Ruasians  facing  uh 
on  the  north  bonk  of  the  river  held  the  line  of  the  railway 
•nbaakmeni,  while  on  the  south  bank  their  left  extended  a^  far 
m  Krfa-tai-t2i]  (E  2  s.w:).  Distributed  l>etween  Mi-chiB,-pu, 
Mo-ehia*pia,  and  along  the  etubankment,  the  Bu^mians  had  about 
four  regimen te  or  twelve  battalionB  of  iniitntry,  wiiile  they 
had  two  batteries  (16  guns)  at  Mo-chia-pti,  two  close  to 
Nsti^diiitig  (£  2  centre),  and  more  guus  in  the  centre  in  the 
vieiitt^  of  Sba^to-t^u, 

FVom  this  period  until  the  end  of  the  battle  it  was  most 
diflBeott  to  follow  the  luovements  of  the  Rutislan  artillety 
oppodite  US,  or  to  keep  knowledge  of  the  nnmbeir  of  gutm 
IM  BimnifiTiH  had  in  action ;  Hve  batteries  we  hjad  against  us 
Ywy  regularly,  but  very  often  a  huge  reinforcement  came  upi 

neimlly  in  Uie  region  of  Sha*to-t2^ ;  on  one  occasion,  whieh 
udl  mention  later,  the  Kussians  brought  at  leaat  one  hundred 
gons  into  action  in  this  small  area  exclusive  of  those  scattered 
along  their  front  furtlier  to  the  south. 

The  intensity  of  fire  was  at  time^  territic,  but  it  did  veiy 
little  damage,  although  the  ranging  was  excellent*  So  me  times  the 
^      '    i  gunneiB  fired  wildly,  ua  one  occasion  they  l>ouibarded  the 

i-biJJ  near  Ta  Yu-shu-pu  tor  several  hours  in  the  moroing,  but 
as  we  had  withdrawn  our  guns  from  there  the  previous  evening 
every  rt>and  was  wasted ;  they  sent  up  a  balloon  in  the  after- 
OO0(O«and  disccjvercil  their  inistake  and  stopped  tirtng  at  nothing* 

On  another  occikbiun  1  saw  two  shells  tired  at  a  single 
monnieil  orderly ;  another  time  a  J  apaneHe  official  photographer 
and  im  ADHintant  had  tlnree  salvoes  (twenty- four  shells)  tir^  at 
Ibetn ;  tliey  stopped  their  photogniphy  vi^ry  quickly,  but  were 
Qflihurt 

At  0  a.m.  the  Japanese  gum!  (seventy-eight  of  them)^  opened 
fire  an  the  Russian  position  and  under  cover  of  their  fire  the 
tnfantty  advanced  to  the  attack.  The  9th  Brigade  (Major- 
C^guiial  Suri2awa>  attacked  with  the  41st  Regiment  on  the 
figbi  and  the  llth  Regiment  on  the  left,  while  the  2l8t  Brigade 
was  held  in  reserve. 

The  Japanese  infantry  went  right  in  against  the  embank* 
tomtt,  but  the  Russians  held  on  bravely,  mid  it  came  to  hand-to* 
hftsd  lighting  in  which  bayonets,  band-grenadefij  and  liamboo 
gniia  were  fraely  used* 

Tbie  Russians  were  finally  driven  back  and  retired  into 
Ut'^ehin^pu  and  Sha-to-tzii,  but  on  the  soutli-l>unk  of  the  river 
at  Mo-ckja^pu  the  enemy  riistated  so  strongly  that  the  attack 
hiled  altogether.  The  Russian  guns  at  Mo*chia-pu  enfiladed 
Ibe  attack  on  the  north  of  the  river;  fortunately  the  ground 
wail  broken  up  into  sand  dunes  and  gave  good  cover,  or  the 

*  Tiro  batterie«  at  HAtao  Yn-iha^a,  one  ml  Ta  Tn-ihu-pa  and  two 
iw^oa  Ta  Vn-ahii-pa  aud  i\w  Hem  Ho* 
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Japanese  would  have  lost  very  heavily.  The  infantry  held  an 
to  the  embankment,  some  of  them  had  even  got  over  it,  in  spite 
of  the  enKlade  fire.  About  2  p.m.  the  Russians  made  a  ooiinteir- 
attaek  very  fiercely ;  it  was  repulsed,  however,  with  very  heavy 
loss  to  the  enemy.  The  Japanese  guns,  knowing  the  range  to 
a  yard,  dropped  shrapnel  amount  the  disordered  ranks  of  the 
Russians  as  they  retired,  and  killed  and  wounded  great  numbers 
of  them. 

This  operation  cost  the  Japanese  500  casualties,  of  which 
about  100  were  killed  outright;  the  Russians  lost,  I  believe, 
considerably  more,  of  which  by  far  the  greater  proportion  fell 
during  the  counter-attack. 

The  whole  of  this  day,  particularly  in  the  forenoon,  the  air 
was  full  of  the  noise  of  battle ;  from  north  to  south-east  the 
roar  of  guns  and  the  rattle  of  rifle  fire  was  almost  incessant 
Far  away  to  the  north,  east  and  south-east  the  deep  booming  of 
cannon  told  us  that  the  Third  and  Fourth  Armies  were  hotly 
engaged,  and  that  perhaps  the  great  battle  we  had  been  so  long 
expecting  was  now  at  its  height. 

At  10.40  a.m.  I  was  told  that  the  3rd  Division  had  been  sent 
up  from  the  Second  Army  reserve  to  join  the  first  line  and  that 
it  was  to  come  in  between  the  left  of  the  8th  Division  and  the 
right  of  the  Third  Army. 

Now  the  Third  Army  was  very  much  en  Vai/r,  and  I  think 
that  General  Nogi  must  have  felt  the  enormous  risk  he  ran 
should  the  Russians  make  a  determined  efibrb  against  his  right ; 
had  such  a  counternstroke  been  successfully  carried  out  the  Third 
Army  would  have  been  completely  cut  ofi  and  probably  almost 
annihilated,  while  the  pressure  on  the  Russian  line  of  retreat  to 
the  north  would  have  been  taken  oflT.  Whether  General  Nogi 
saw  his  danger  and  appealed  to  General  Oku  for  help  or  whether 
the  3rd  Division  was  ordered  up  by  Marshal  Oyama  himself, 
I  do  not  yet  know.  However  that  may  be,  the  3rd  Division 
arrived  just  in  time,  for,  as  events  proved,  the  Russians  did  make 
the  attempt  and  in  the  bloody  fight  at  Yu-hung-tun  (E  1/2)  the 
attempt  was  foiled  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  33rd  Regiment  of  the  ' 
3rd  Japanese  Division,  which  was  practically  annihilated. 

In  the  desperate  struggle  at  this  village  a  fine  regiment  over 
three  thousand  strong  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  completely 
wiped  out;  in  one  battalion  but  two  officers  and  thirteen  men 
remam,  but  it  died  hard  and  demanded  a  terrible  toll  of  its 
enemy,  for  no  fewer  than  eiglit  to  ten  thousand  Russians  fell  in 
this  ghastly  encounter. 

What  the  fighting  was  like  may  perhaps  be  guessed  at  by 
the  following  story  : — Behind  a  gap  in  a  broken-down  mud  wall 
a  foot  or  two  high  lay  the  body  of  a  Japanese  soldier;  his 
thigh  was  broken  and  had  a  bloody  bandage  tied  round  it; 
along  the  wail  were  the  mai*ks  showing  distinctly  how  he  had 
dragged  himself  along  to  get  to  the  gap  ;  beside  him  lay  a  little 
pile  of  empty  cartri^B;e  cases,  and  before  the  gap  lay  the  bodies 
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of  mven  dead  BusiiaDS,  one  of  tliem  almost  on  the  top  of  him. 
Tb€  Japanese  lay  dead  with  a  horrible  bayonet  wound  in  liia 
nack,  poasibly  inflicted  by  the  Russian  who  lay  beside  him. 

During  the  night  of  the  5th  the  battalion  at  Su-hn-pu  oiade 
another  atteinpt  to  get  into  Erlj-tai-tzn,  which  again  failed  j  this 
alt«ek  was  more  of  the  nature  of  a  reconnaissance  and  was  not 
modi  pushed  I  It  found  the  Rusaians  entrenched  and  ahowing 
QO  fligiis  of  any  inclination  to  move, 

l>aring  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  and  nearly  nU  the  5th  Lieut* 

ti^oeral   Kigoehi   had  his  head -quartet's  on  the  roadside  close  to 

im  Btngle  large  ttlm  tree,  where  he  was  connected  up  by  telophoue 

Iwiib  Anny  H end  Quarters,  with  his  brigadier  engaged,  and  with 

iIm  artillery  coTiimander.     I  do  not  know  why  he  selected  this 

place,  for  being  closa  to  a  sandy  road  and  on  the  down  wind 

I  flUe  of  it,  he  waf>i  8inothered  with  dust  whenever  anything  paired 

liJofig  the  road  ;  there  was  no  vitw,  and  he  was  far  closer  to  the 

[#QtfiiyV  artillerjf'  than  ih  usual  for  generab  of  division,  and  the 

\tnde  was  moet  conspicuous  for  miles  around* 

Aliout   II   a.in.   I   happened   to   be  at   head-quarters  and 

1  that  the  engineers  were  busy  rigging  up  a  telephone  on  the 

Ts  tr^a     Whether  the  Russian  gunners  aas^  the  sappers 

tip  in  thi*  tree  or  whether  they  suspected  the  ptesence  of  a 

grtieral  or  not  I  do  not  know,  but  they  suddenly  turned  their 

on  this  little  group ;  fortunately  there  was  a  big  hole  in 

river  haiik  cloee  by,  into  which  everyone   ran  for  shelter, 

i*ThB  shellti  wtrru  perfectly  aimed  and  the  ranging  wits  exact:  for 

[aU>ut  twenty  minutes  everyone,  including  a  8truy  Chinaman, 

^huddled  up  together  in  the  hole  while  the  sheila  straek   the 

nd  or  hurst  in  the  air  all  round  aud  within  a  few  feet ;  sso 

I  did  they  come  that  a  j>ile  of  rlHes  standuig  on  the  brink  of 

hhe  hole  was  struck  full  pitch  by  a  .sliell  and  knocked  over  and 

|M0  t'f  the  rifles  cut  in  two,  wliile  pieces  of  shell  and  nut  a  few 

Iris  fell  into  the  hole  itself  on  the  exposed  side.     When  we 

finally  emerged  frtmi  our  cover  we  found  the  tree  was  ecored  all 

LOTer  with  bullet  mark»  and  the  ground  ploughed  U[i  all  round; 

ahell  had  i>truck  the  ground  about  six  feet  from  tiie  little 

*  fire  over  which  the  general  had  been  sitting. 

I  mention  this  fact  for  two  reasons^  first  to  show  the  small 

ci  of  very  accurate  artillery  tire,  and  secondly  to  show  that 

Fwhen  fighting  in  very  flat  country,  such  as  this  is,  the  generals 

*id  it  necessary  to  be  very  far  forward,  even  under  decii^ive 

lartlllery  ranges;  it  is  contmry  to  what  I  had  heard  was  the 

%  but  in  my  own  experience  during  the  battle  of  Mukilen, 

the   divisional    head-quarters   have    always    been    well    within 

of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  more  often  than  not  within  easy 


During  the  day  of  the  6th  there  was  very  little  change  in  Bih 
I  ritoatiotw  the  troops  hung  on  to  the  grotind  which  they 
^%mA  gained  and  the  enemy  tiiade  no  effort  to  dislodge  thein. 
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Lieut.-Qeneral  Eigoshi,  however^  withdrew  his  battalion  of  field 
artillery  from  the  east  of  Ta  Tu-shu-pu  and  placed  it  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  vill^ige  of  Hsiao  Tu-shu-pa  so  as  to  be  better 
able  to  shell  Sha-to-tzu.  During  the  day  the  Russians,  too, 
fortunately  for  the  infantry,  withdrew  their  two  batteries  from 
Mo-chia-pu ;  these  two  batteries  fell  back  along  the  south  bank 
of  the  river  for  about  two  thousand  yards.  During  the  day  the 
Russian  garrison  at  EIrh-tai-tzu  (E  2  s.w.)  was  reinforced, 
making  ite  strength  up  to  about  a  battalion,  while  the 
garrison  of  Pei-ta-tzu-ying  (E  «S  north)  also  received  a  small 
reinforcement  and  began  to  strengthen  its  earthworka  During 
the  night  the  front  Ime  along  the  embankment  was  reinforced 
by  two  battalions  of  the  42nd  Regiment,  and  another  effort  was 
made  to  dislodge  the  Russians  from  Mi-chia-pu  and  Sha-to-tzu ; 
this  proved  in  vain,  for  the  Russians  held  on  stubbornly,  and 
reinforcements  began  to  come  to  them. 

The  Japanese  lost  heavily  in  this  effort,  but  although  they 
could  not  get  on,  they  still  held  on  to  what  they  had  gained, 
viz.,  the  region  of  the  embankment  and  the  ground  beyond  as 
far  as  the  banks  of  the  little  stream  beyond  it.  The  withdrawal 
of  the  two  Russian  batteries  from  Mo-chia-pu  was  of  enormous 
importance  to  the  infantry,  and  I  cannot  understand  why  the 
Russians  withdrew  them,  for  they  were  exceedingly  well  placed, 
and  greatly  harassed  not  only  the  5th  Division^  but  frequently 
fired  with  very  good  etf ect  over  our  heads  into  the  flank  of  the 
8th  Division,  by  whom  they  were  called  the  "  Mad  Batteries." 

Har.  In  the  dark  of  the  early  morning  the  12-cm.  guns,  twenty- 

four  of  them,  changed  position  from  the  Japanese  right  flank 
near  the  sand-liill  to  the  outskirts  of  the  village  of  Hsiao 
Yu-shu-pu  ;  the  field  artillery  and  the  mountain  guns  remained 
in  the  same  positions  as  yesterday.  All  through  the  day  desul- 
tory firing,  both  gun  and  rifle,  went  on  from  both  sides,  but 
during  the  daytime  no  movements  of  troops  took  place  on  the 
Japanese  side. 

Russian  reinforcements,  however,  both  of  infantry  and 
artillery,  were  swarming  into  the  villages  east  of  the  embank- 
ment, and  in  the  evening  it  was  calculated  that  the  enemy  had 
at  least  a  division  and  a  half  in  the  region  of  Mi-chia-pu  and 
Sha-to-tzu,  and  a  great  number  of  guns  a  little  further  north. 

In  addition  to  all  these  guns  we  located  Russian  artillery  in 
the  following  places : — 

(a)  Two  batteries,  or  sixteen  guns,  between  Erh-tai-tzu  and 

Mo  chia-pu. 
(6)  Two  batteries  (sixteen  guns)  a  little  beyond  (a)  ;  probably 

the  same  two  that  had  fallen  back  the  day  before. 

(c)  Two  batteries  (sixteen  guns)  at  Mi-chia-pu. 

(d)  One  battery  a  little  north  of  (c). 

This  looked  like  preparations  for  a  counter-attack  on  a  large 
scale,  and  as  the  Japanese  infantry,  in  its  present  positions,  was 
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rery  badly  placed  to  meet  it,  itie  first  line  fell  baek  at  midoigbt 
I  to  ihe  iAdd-liilb  al»out  a  mite  west  of  the  embftukment,  where  it 
immediiitely  entrenched  itself. 

From  the  time  the  Japanese  infantry  first  advanced  over  the 
>  tstnbmkment  ap  to  midnight  on  the  7th  it  had  tliirteen  hnndred 
Msnaltiea. 

During  the  night  the  heavy  12-cm.  guna  left  Hsiaii  Yu-shu-pu 
and  returned  to  their  original  position  by  the  8iind-hi]]. 

In  the  afternoon  we  heard  very  heavy  firing  far  away  to 
the  north,  which  must  have  been  the  eogagement  of  the 
Srd  Division  at  Yu-hnug-tun, 

DuriBg  several  hoilrs  in  the  morning  tlie  Russian  artillery 
pocmded  the  fiand-hilk  east  of  Ta  Yu-shu-pu,  but  s^  at  that  time 
all  the  divisional  artillery  was  on  the  left  flank,  Uiere  web 
ijnthing  on  the  sand-hills,  and  every  round  was  wasted. 

lu  thtj  evening  a  small  reinforeenient  of  1,000  infantry 
fr^Beh  from  the  depSts  in  Japan  was  received  ;  of  these,  700  were 
for  the  Sliit  Kegimt*nt  ami  300  for  the  llth,  A  further  supply 
k  expected  to-morrow.  I  have  heard  that  the  Japanese  War 
OSea,  anticipating  this  battle,  and  allowing  fur  10  per  cent. 
etKUaltiee^  have  gut  ready  in  Japan  the  men  to  fill  the  gaps. 
Thin  wiu»  the  only  occasion  on  which  1  personally  saw  fresh  men 
join  the  ranks  during  the  battle,  but  since  we  have  been  in 
Mukden  very  large  numbers  of  fresh  men  have  joined  the  army, 
evidently  Htniight  from  Japan. 

The  following  information  reached  ns  in  the  early  morning :—  eth  ] 
llie  First  and  Fourth  Armies,  having  captured  the  Russian  line 
along  the  Siia  Ho»  aire  advancing/  but  it  was  not  known  exactly 
how  far  they  had  got. 

The  Third  Army  is  pressing  in  close  to  the  railway,  north  - 
wiMii  of  Mukden,  but  is  in  very  much  the  same  position  as 
yestttrday* 

Tbt)  situation  in  the  vicinity  of  the  5th  Division  on  the 
normng  of  the  8th  was,  brietiy^  as  follottii  {tses  E  2) : — 

About  a  division  and  a  half  of  the  Russians  were  in  and 
about  Sha*to*tzUj  while  smaller  detachmenta  still  occupied  the 
vtllagije  of  Mi-cbia*pu,  Mo-chia-pu,  £rh-tai-t£u,  and  Pei-ta*tzu- 
ying  (E  3  north)*  Several  columns  of  Russian  infantry  had 
DMO  mesa  moving  about  in  the  vicinity  of  Ta-pu  (£  2  cenfcre) 
but  they  had  betn  lost  eight  of, 

A  vast  number  of  guna,  a  hundred  at  the  very  least,  were 
in  position  in  the  rectangle  formed  by  the  vilLagt^s  Kang-chia- 
toii,8ha4o-t2np  Kan-kuaii*tun,artd  Niu-tai,  but  the  guns  wo  had 
localed  last  evening  fiinher  east  were  strangely  silest»  and, 
indeed,  «6  found  out  later  that  they  had  been  withdrawn 
ditrijig  the  night 

On  the  i»outh  side  of  the  river,  one  battalit>n  of  the  21st  still 
lay  at  Su*hu-pu  (1>  2  &M,),  and  opposite  to  Erh-tai-txu ;  entrenched 
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along  the  sand-hills,  and  about  a  mile  from  the  embankm^it, 
were  the  4l8t  and  the  11th  Regiments,  while  the  42nd  and  two 
battalions  of  the  21st  were  in  reserve  in  Ta  Tu-shu-pu.  The 
divisional  artillery  was  very  much  in  its  old  positions,  that  is  to 
say,  the  twenty-four  heavy  guns  were  back  at  the  sand-hill,  the 
eighteen  field  gnns  were  on  the  outskirts  of  Hsiao  Yu-shu-pu; 
but  the  mountain  guns  had  moved  forward  a  bit,  and  were  in 
two  lines,  the  first  of  which  was  about  half  a  mile  behind,  and 
parallel  to  the  infantry,  while  the  second  line  was  half  a  mile 
behind  the  first  and  hidden  away  in  a  nullah. 

The  whole  of  the  morning  of  the  8th  was  unusually  quiet ; 
the  Russian  gnus  fired  occasional  salvoes  at  nothing  in  particular, 
and  the  Japanese  gunners  now  and  then  dropped  a  few  shells 
into  Sha-to-tzu  or  Mi-chia-pu. 

It  was  surprising  to  find  that  no  artillery  fire  came  fix>m 
our  right  front  from  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  so  shortly 
after  noon  the  Su-hu-pu  battalion  was  ordered  to  push  forward ; 
this  it  did  unopposed,  and  by  1 .30  p.m.  had  occupied  Erh-tai-tzu 
and  Pei-ta-tzu-ying  without  filing  a  shot,  and  Mo-chia-pu  a  few 
minutes  later,  only  a  few  stray  shots  being  fired  by  the  very 
small  rear  guard  which  the  Russians  had  left  behind. 

The  enemy,  apparently  finding  himself  being,  squeezed 
uncomfortably  tightly  in  the  comer  between  the  right  of  the 
5th  Division  and  the  left  of  the  4th  Division,  had  withdrawn 
from  these  villages  in  the  small  hours  of  the  morning,  leaving 
only  a  very  small  rear  guard  to  cover  his  retreat. 

At  4.30  p.m.  the  42nd  Regiment  was  ordered  to  occupy 
Mi-chia-pu,  from  which  the  enemy  had  retired,  and  into  which 
a  few  men  of  the  21st  Regiment  had  already  penetrated  from 
Mo-chia-pu,  crossing  the  river  on  the  ice. 

At  the  same  hour  orders  were  sent  to  the  battalion  at 
Mo-chia-pu  to  leave  two  companies  there,  and  send  the  other 
two  to  join  the  divisional  reserve  at  Ta  Yu-shu-pu. 

At  the  same  time  the  regiment  of  cavalry  was  sent  to 
Mo-chia-pu  to  act  as  part  of  the  garrison,  and,  if  possible,  to 
get  into  touch  with  the  left  of  the  4th  Division,  and  to  watch 
the  enemy's  movements  in  the  direction  of  Su-chia-tun  (E  3  north) 
and  San-chla-tzu  (F  2  south).  This  was  the  first  time  the 
cavalry  had  had  anything  to  do  during  the  battle,  and  then  it 
was  sent  to  act  as  garrison  of  a  village  ! 

About  5  p.m.  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy  was  with- 
drawing his  artillery  from  the  region  of  Sha-to-tzu,  it  was  also 
suspected  that  his  infantry  was  falling  back  too.  Accordingly 
Lieut.-(jeneral  Kigoshi  determined  to  make  another  attack  on 
Sha-to-tzu  :  he  ordered  the  heavy  guns  to  move  back  to  their 
former  position  near  Hsiao  Yu-shu-pu,  and  the  42nd  and  llvh 
Regiments  were  directed  to  make  the  attack,  the  former  from' 
Mi-chia-pu  and  the  latter  from  the  sand-hills. 

The  infantry  advanced  just  as  it  was  getting  dark,  over  the 
open  fields,  and  was  received  with  a  galling  fire ;  the  village 
was  still  strongly  held. 
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All  ihmugh  the  night  the  Jnpanese  inrantry  strove  in  vmn 
►  gti  into  S(va't*>-tzu,  the  Huseians  had  made  up  their  minds  to 
ly,  and  all  the  tfforis  of  ilie  Japanese  failed  to  dislodge  them  ; 
liim  waa  no  hand-to-hand  tigliting,  but  the  Japanese  uiiuiaged 
ta  mi  to  within  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  outlying  works 
lUidT  eould  get  no  furth«^r.  The  losses  were  fairly  heavy,  but 
OOtliSli^  like  what  tliey  must  have  been  had  the  attempt  been 
wbAb  m  broafl  daylight. 

So  passed  the  night  of  the  8th  March,  and  the  morning  of 
the  9tli  dawned  on  the  men  tying  in  the  open^  or  with  what 
littto  voviiT  th*-y  could  scrape  up  from  the  frozen  ground,  within 
a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy's  rifles, 

Dmy  broke  on  the  9tb  March,  wild  and  stonny.  A  south-  &tk 
w«0tftrly  giJe  was  blowing,  and  the  air  felt  quite  warm , 
fmthermore,  a  dust  storm,  such  as  India  itself  might  have  been 
pfoud  to  own,  was  raging.  It  was  literally  impossible  to  see 
a  hundrel  yards.  This  dust  storm,  aa  will  be  seen^  had  a  very 
gtmi  tifTect  on  the  results  of  the  biiitle  generally;  it  continued 
ioecioantly  all  through  the  day. 

In  the  morning  the  guns  of  both  armies  began  firing  wildly 
into  the  pall  of  dusti  but  very  soon  gave  it  up.  Now  and  then 
&  cmckle  of  rifle  fire  e&me  from  the  directiofj  of  Sha-to-tzu,  but 

the  whole  very  little  fighting  was  done. 

All  through  that  day  the  Japanese  infantry  lay  in  front  of 
lia-to-tzn.  but  I  do  not  think  any  great  effort  was  made  to  get 
in.  The  Uussian  rifie  tire  was  at  times  heavy,  but  perhaps 
owing  U)  the  wrean  of  dust,  it  was  nut  very  destructive,  and  the 
Jap«tie«ie  were  able  to  hold  on,  even  at  such  seemingly  impoesible 
clode  qoartt'ri. 

It  waa  the  general  opinion  that  t!ie  Ru^ians  were  g«>ing  to 
fftlt  baiek,  but  shortly  after  noon  a  nies^tage  came  in  to  say  tliat 
Iwo  more  RussiHti  battalions  had  jimved  at  Sha-to-tru. 

So  firm  was  tlio  belief  tliat  the  Russians  would  soon  retire, 
Ibat  t  he  Japanese  infantry  clung  on  to  the  ground  it  ha*i  gained 
ao  close  to  the  enemy's  works,  and  the  mountain  guim,  veiled 
in  the  dust,  came  ri^^ht  forwanl  within  eitny  rifle  range,  on  to 
Che  etn^*ankment,  and  fired  hundreds  of  shells  into  Shii-to  tzu. 
I  will  explain  later  how  it  was  that  all  these  shells,  though 
apparently  well  directed,  did  little  or  no  harm  to  the  Russians. 

(>n  tlie  left  very  little  was  doings  a  great  part  of  the  8tli 
Division  had  Wen  moved  awuy  to  the  norths  and  what  little  of 
it  n*maint*d  was  in  or  about  Yu-lin-pu  (K  2  west),  and,  as  far  n» 
I  know,  took  no  part  in  the  final  attack  on  the  Mukden  defence«i 

The  gale  lusted  all  day  and  far  into  the  night.  Some  of  th« 
vi  '  lught  fire,  and  nparks  and  burning  straw  flew  al>out  in 

ai  K>eiH  ;  the  few  Chinamen  left  in  the  villages  made  frantic 

effi>ru  lo  stop  the  spread  of  the  flames,  and  to  save  what  little 
appperiy  the  ravages  of  war  had  left  to  them,  ttie  Japanese^ 
Bwever^  did  nothing  to  help  or  hinder  them. 
■   So  ended  the  9th  March. 
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ill  Mar.  True  to  anticipation,  the  BuBsians  did  at  last  retire,  drawing 

off  their  infantry  quietly  and  skilfully  during  the  night  and  in 
the  small  hours  of  the  morning ;  so  in  the  dark  of  the  eaiiy 
morning  the  remains  of  the  11th  and  42nd  Regiments  occupied 
Sha-to>tzu,  and,  as  far  as  the  5tli  Division  was  concerned,  the 
great  battle  of  Mukden  was  over. 

In  this  last  attack,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  evening  of  the 
8tb  to  the  early  morning  of  the  10th,  1,200  men  fell,  which 
iigure^  considering  the  abnormally  close  quarters  at  wbich  they 
had  been  fighting,  seems  absurdly  small.  This  fact,  I  think, 
may  he  considered  as  being  almost  entirely  due  to  the  screen 
afforded  by  the  dust  storm.  The  casualties  among  the  men  of 
the  mountain  batteries  when  they  came  under  rifle  fire  on  the 
embankment  were  trifling,  probably  from  tlie  same  cause. 

I  went  all  over  the  battlefield  on  the  morning  of  the  10th ;  it 
was  exceedingly  interesting.  The  Russian  works  were  most 
cunningly  placed,  and  so  well  constructed  that  they  were  quite 
invisible  a  few  hundred  yards  away. 

A  work  immediately  south  of  Mi-chia-pu  was  made  in  sand, 
and  was  invisible  even  from  a  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  yards. 
Near  it  was  a  long  trench,  rapidly  made,  with  no  head-cover,  but 
concealed  among  a  number  of  Chinese  graves.  Another  work 
in  front  of  Sha-to-tzu  was  the  main  redoubt.  It  had  a  very 
good  command,  but  the  engineer  who  designed  it  had,  with  great 
ingenuity,  stuck  the  stalks  of  kaoliang  straw  into  the  superior 
slope,  and  bent  them  down  into  the  ditch,  so  that  from  quite  a 
short  distance  the  redoubt  looked  exactly  like  the  surrounding 
fields. 

Furthermore,  he  had  placed  his  redoubt  from  one  hundred 
to  two  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  village,  so  the  Japanese 
gunners,  not  being  able  to  see  the  redoubt,  and  knowing  their 
ranges  to  a  yard  after  neai*ly  a  week's  practice  at  the 
same  target,  fired  all  their  shells  at  the  village;  the  con- 
sequence was  that  nearly  all  the  shells  passed  over  the  Russian 
works  and  exploded  eitber  in  the  village  or  in  the  open  space 
between  the  village  and  the  redoubt.  Uundi-eds  and  hundreds 
of  shell  cases  were  lying  in  this  open  space  and  in  the  village 
itself;  some  of  them  were  sticking  in  the  frozen  mud  walls. 

Inside  the  redoubt  I  counted  47  dead  Russians  and  one 
officer ;  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge  they  had  all  been  killed  by 
rifle  bullets.  Another  curious  thing  about  the  Japanese  shells 
in  this  tight  was  that  something  appai*ently  went  wrong  with 
the  percussion  fuzes,  lor  in  Sha-to-tzu  and  on  the  north-east  side 
of  it  the  whole  country  was  strewn  with  unexploded  percussion 
shells,  both  common  and  bit^h-explosive.  Standing  in  one  place 
I  counted  no  less  than  twenty-three  which  I  could  see  without 
moving,  but  there  was  not  a  single  shrapnel  amongst  them.  I 
have  never  seen  anything  like  so  many  blind  shells  before. 

As  I  said  just  now,  the  Japanese  did  not  lose  as  heavily  in 
this  last  attack  as  might  have  been  expected,  nevertheless  the 
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bafone  the  redoubt  was  &  terrible  one ;  the  dead  Japanese 
soldierii  lay  in  rows,  nome  of  thetn  in  the  open,  some  of  them 
belund  hags  or  haversacke  full  of  earth,  ^hile  the  fields  behind 
were  dotted  with  dead  bodies. 

One  company  of  the  11th  Be^^ment  was  reduced  to  17  men, 
A  Japanese  officer  on  the  spot  told  m^  that  ^.he  Rusaian8  liad  left 
abont  400  dead  behind  them  in  and  about  Sha-to-tzu,  but  I  do 
not  think  there  were  nearly  so  many. 

About  1  p*m*  Lieut  -General  Kiga'^hi  himself  came  into  Sha- 
to-tzu,  and  the  diirision  was  at  once  ordered  to  march  on  Mukden^ 
This  march  was  quite  uneventful ;  we  arrived  at  the  railway 
station  after  dark.  The  Kuasian  nettlement  at  Mukden  i^  quite 
m  snaall  one,  and  clusters  mnnd  the  railway  Btation,  which  m 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  west  gate  of  the  citj'.  On  ouf 
•irival  we  found  the  station  buildings  and  some  of  the  houses 
in  flames ;  they  bad  been  fired  by  the  Russians  before  retiring. 
In  ibe  interval  between  the  departure  of  the  Russians  and  the 
arriVAl  of  the  Japanese  the  Chinese  f r^m  the  city  had  been  busy 
IcfMx^g  and  Iktiriiing ;  they  h»d  removed  almoat  everything  that 
ii  waa  pmeible  to  remove,  and  had  even  tried  to  break  into  and 
aet  fire  to  the  hofspitals,  but  the  Russian  doetorfl  and  nurses  kept 
them  off  with  a  show  of  rifles,  so  that  they  did  not  Bueeeed  in 
doing  more  than  setting  fire  to  a  wing  of  one  of  the  hospitals. 

Ail  this  anarchy  veiy  soon  stopped  when  the  Japanese 
marebed  in.  The  looters  were  quickly  hunted  back  into  the 
town«  and  the  Japanese  soldiers  made  those  of  them  whom  they 
ooiild  catch  diigorge  their  ill-gotten  gain«^. 

The  division  remained  in  the  precinrts  of  the  station  that 
night;  some  of  the  men  got  shelter  in  tlie  houses,  and  sotoe 
bivouackt^l  in  the  c^pen.     The  men  were  very  happy  aud  full  of 

ita  after  their  victory ;  cnonnons  quantities  of  frozen  Amur 

lon  had  been  left  behind  in  the  variona  villages  by  the 
Ras«ians,  and  almost  every  soldier  had  pofioooged  himself  of 
one,  a  treat  indeed  for  men  of  a  fish -eating  race,  and  as  they  sat 
tonnd  thr^ir  fires  they  toasted  the  iish  on  their  bayonets  and 
t  My  happy  ;  this  night  of  peace  was  a  great  change 

th  r  the  horrors  of  the  yiast  ten  days. 

During  the  battle  the  Russian  wounded  had  been  sent  off  to 
Harbin  by  train  as  fast  as  it  was  possible  to  move  tiiem.  For 
tkiii  purpode  there  were  thirty-aeven  hospital  trains  kept 
nmning  oay  and  night  Of  this  number  twenty  were  regular 
boepit^  trains  and  sevefiteen  improvised  ones.  In  spite  of 
this  there  were  still  800  wounded  Russians  and  SOO  wounded 
Japanese  remainiog  in  the  hospitals  on  our  arrivuL  with  a  large 
rtaff  of  doctors  and  nuraes  to  look  after  them.  A  Rusaian 
doctor  who  could  talk  German  took  Lieut -Colonel  Macpheraon 
and  rop*e]f  into  his  hospital,  and  here  we  found  the  wounded 
of  both  nations   lying  aida   by   aide  equally  well  tended^  and 


174 


5th  JAPANESE  DIVISION. 


apparently  on  very  good  terms  with  each  other,  oonversaticm 
being  carried  on  by  signs. 

The  Weather. — The  daily  temperatures  during  the  battle  may 
be  of  interest ;  they  are  as  follows  (in  degrees  Fahrenheit)  : — 


Date. 


Mininrain. 

Mazimmii. 

Zero 

36° 

18? 

46» 

10° 

82° 

8° 

82° 

8P 

28° 

r 

38° 

11° 

42° 

13° 

4SP 

M° 

63° 

20° 

62° 

let  March 
2nd    „ 
3rd     ,. 

5th 
6th 
7th 

8th 
9th 
10th 

The  dust  storm  of  the  9th  came  up  on  a  south-west  wind 
and  was  practically  the  break  up  of  the  winter,  for  the  ice 
began  to  melt,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  1  ()th  the  river  was 
impassable,  a  narrow  strip  had  thawed  completely  and  one  could 
see  the  water  flowing. 

The  cold  of  the  Manchurian  winter,  though  intense,  is  not 
unpleasant,  if  plenty  of  warm  clothes,  furs  and  ear  pads  be 
worn,  except  when  the  wind  blows  from  the  north,  and  then  it 
is  iudescribably  cold  with  a  coldness  that  penetrates  all  clothing ; 
the  climate,  however,  is  very  dry  and  apparently  healthy,  for 
the  amount  of  sickness  in  this  big  army  is  wonderfully  smalL 

Collection  of  Wounded. — The  stretcher  bearers  worked  with 
great  bravery  and  devotion  during  this  battle,  but  their  numbers 
were  far  too  few  to  deal  properly  with  the  vast  numbers  of 
wounded  that  had  to  be  brought  in.  llie  Japanese  medical 
officers  recognized  this  early,  and  employed  Chinese  bearers  to 
work  between  the  dressing  stations  and  the  field  hospitals,  while 
the  soldier  bearers  were  used  almost  exclusively  for  picking  up 
the  wounded  on  the  battlefield  itself  under  fire,  and  carrying 
them  to  the  dressing  stations. 

It  was  very  noticeable  that  a  large  number  of  wounded 
men  managed  to  get  back  by  themselves  without  any  help,  only 
the  very  badly  wounded  were  carried  in ;  I  thinJc  that  with 
European  soldiers  very  many  more  would  have  to  be  carried^ 
for  the  Japanese  soldier  bears  pain  weU,  and  it  is  considered  a 
point  of  honour  among  them  not  to  show  pain  even  when  it  is 
very  bad.  I  saw  one  man  with  a  bad  wound  in  his  knee.  The 
doctor  began  to  cut  the  man's  breeches  with  a  pair  of  scissors, 
and  in  doing  so  must  have  given  him  very  great  pain,  for  he 
began  to  groan ;  the  doctor  at  once  rebuked  Um,  as  I  thoudit» 
rather  roughly,  for  his  weakness  in  showing  his  pain.     This 
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fine  spirit  i8  most  noticeable.     The  Russiao  wounded  were  more 
BCHsitiTe ;  I  have  he&rd  them  scream  even  before  thej  wer€ 


The  colldctioii  of  such  large  numbers  of  wounded  over  & 
Isrgii  area^  even  under  such  favourable  condttions  as  obtained 
here— that  is  to  say,  fiat  and  open  country,  with  a  hard  surface, 
and  with  no  obstacles  oF  auy  kind — ib  a  very  difficult  matter* 
and  I  atn  afraid  a  great  many  woundefl  men  in  thi*?  battle 
penahed  from  loss  of  bloody  cold  and  misery,  througli  the  utter 
iispoasihility  of  picking  them  up  soon  enough .  Many  lay  out 
all  night  on  the  frozen  ground,  and  in  some  cases  (I  only  saw 
<Mie  myself)  the  clothes  were  taken  off  badly  wounded  men 
before  they  were  dead  by  Chinese  prowlers. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  vast  deal  of  suffering,  and 
poQsihly  a  number  of  live."^  might  have  been  saved  had  it  been 
poflBible  to  pick  up  the  wounded  a  little  fasten 

tSfTTiiff^^ Km.— Sanitation  in  tlie  Japanese  field  army  is  con- 
flpieuoiis  by  its  aWnce*  There  is  absolutely  no  attempt  at  it 
llie  usual  arraugernenta  in  armien  for  the  safeguarcling  of  the 
water  «upply»  the  construction  of  latrina^,  and  so  on,  ar©  totally 
n^ected.  In  consequence,  the  wnU^r  supply  was  almost 
tAVariably  \*ery  bad,  while  tbe  state  of  villages  whem  the 
Iroope  hjid  8to|>ped  was  always  indescribably  djrty.  This  may 
DOI  matter  in  the  winter,  but  in  hot  weather  I  should  think 
it  voutii  l>e  certain  to  lead  to  serious  epidemics.  From  the 
filthy  state  of  the  villages  recently  inhabited  by  the  Hussiaris.  I 
bocy  their  ideas  on  tlie  subject  of  sanitation  are  as  elementary 
aa  thase  of  the  Japuiese.  The  national  habit  of  drinking  very 
hot  water  is  a  great  safeguard  to  the  JapaneKe  soldier*  His 
wat**r  bottle  is  mad©  of  aluminium,  and  Im  heats  his  water  for 
hims^df.  not  as  a  precaution  Hgainst  disease,  but  simply  because 
H  it  better  hot  than  cold  There  is  no  such  thing  bb 
wnU'V  m  A  sanitary  precaution,  as  I  have  seen  stated  in 
t*r8.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  water  cart  in 
wiv  wjiuJL  iiniiy»  at  any  rate  I  have  never  seen  one;  thei^  are, 
however,  the  great  soup  cauldrons  on  wheels  captured  foom  the 


fforstmastership, — I  think  it  is  very  generally  admitted  by 
foreigners  that  a  knowledge  of  horsemanship  is  not  a  strong 
point  among  the  Japanese.  To  begin  with,  they  appear  to  our 
qree  io  ride  very  badly  and  look  loose  and  uncomfortable  on 
horeebaek.  It  is  most  unusual  to  move  faster  than  a  walk,  and 
the  invimabh?  mode  of  iirogression  is  in  a  long  string  one 
behind  the  other  A  general  with  his  staff  and  escort  take  up 
about  a  hundred  yards  of  road,  all  moving  in  single  &ie,  and 
always  at  a  walk.  The  horaes  are  ^  used  to  this  proeeemonal 
formation  that  they  strttti^ly  object  to  move  in  any  other,  and 
it  ift  eome times  difficult  to  make  them  walk  alongside  each  other. 
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There  are  a  few — very  few — imported  animals,  mostly 
Walers;  most  of  the  animals  in  the  army  are  Japanese  or 
Chinese  ponies,  varying  from  13  hands  to  14*  1.  They  have 
been  badly  treated  for  generations,  and  are  consequently  vicious 
and  quarrelsome.  The  Japanese  ponies  are  wretched  creatures 
to  look  at,  but  apparently  very  hardy,  for  in  spite  of  the  &ct 
that  they  are  only  fed  twice  a  day,  on  barley,  get  but  little  or 
no  fodder,  and  are  hardly  ever  properly  watered,  they  seem  to 
carry  on  wonderfully  well.  The  harness  of  the  pack  ponies  is 
very  badly  fitted,  but  I  saw  very  few  galls  among  them. 

The  Chinese  pony  is  quite  a  different  type ;  he  is  smaller, 
seldom  indeed  more  than  13  hands;  he  is  a  fine  sturdy  little 
fellow,  and  I  can  best  describe  him  as  closely  resembling  the 
chariot  horses  as  depicted  in  ancient  Assyrian  frescoes. 

The  Japanese  one-horse  transport  cart  has  been  universally 
condemned,  even  by  the  Japanese  themselves ;  so  it  is  not  worth 
describing. 

I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  experience  has  shown 
us,  all  over  the  world,  that  the  local  means  of  transport  are 
invariably  the  best ;  Manchuria  is  no  exception  to  this  role,  and 
I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  this  country  the  Chinese 
two-wheeled  cart  is  better  than  anything  that  could  be  intro- 
duced. It  is  a  very  heavy  wooden  cart  on  two  wheels,  which 
are  fixed  rigidly  on  to  the  axle.  The  wheels  and  axle  all 
revolve  togeUier.  The  wheels  are  very  strong,  and  are  able  to 
stand  the  tremendous  strain  of  the  jolts  as  the  cart  pitches  into 
the  deep  ruts  on  the  unmetalled  tracks  which  do  duty  for  roads 
in  China. 

The  teams  of  these  carts  are  wonderfully  trained,  and  every 
animal  is  always  doing  his  full  share  of  the  work.  The  teams 
vary  from  two  to  six  animals,  and  are  harnessed  in  the  following 
manner : — One  animal  alone  is  in  the  shafts ;  he  is  the  one  on 
which  devolves  most  of  the  work,  for  not  only  does  he  support 
the  shafts,  but  all  the  onus  of  turning  comers  comes  on  him, 
and  moreover  he  acts  as  a  brake,  for  these  carts  have  neither 
brake  nor  skid ;  these  little  wheelers  are  beautifully  trained 
and  know  exactly  the  right  time  to  sit  back  on  the  breeching 
strap.  I  have  watched  them  going  down  the  steep  bank  <rf 
the  river,  and  it  is  a  sight  worth  seeing ;  directly  the  cart  gets 
to  the  brink  of  the  short  steep  slope  the  wheeler  at  once  sits 
right  down  on  his  breeching,  and  putting  all  his  feet  together, 
is  pushed  down  the  bank  by  the  weight  of  the  cart ;  in  this 
way  ho  checks  the  pace  of  the  cart,  but  very  often  the  gathering 
momentum  of  the  heavily  laden  6art  is  too  much  for  him  ana 
does  not  give  him  time  to  get  on  his  feet  again  at  the  bottom 
of  the  slope,  in  which  case  he  shoots  along  on  his  haunches 
acro8S  the  ice. 

While  the  wheeler  is  thus  turning  himself  into  a  brake  the 
leaders  manage  in  some  way,  best  known  to  themselves,  to  keep 
their  legs  clear  of  the  mass  of  loose  rope  traces* 
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Tbe  wlied«r  is  almost  always  a  pony  ;  the  rest  of  the  team 
b  a  mijeture  of  inialeBj  ponies  and  donkeys,  and  sometimeg 
oxen. 

Every  member  of  the  team  does  his  work  with  an  honesty 
wbid)  is  quite  touching^  but  every  member,  too>  has  his  own 
Mir  of  tmcee,  so  that  no  shirking  can  possibly  paas  unnoticed. 
Tbifv  ta  aometimee  a  pair  of  reins  for  the  wheeler,  but  the 
dn^Bg  19  done  almost  excIuBively  with  wliip  and  voice,  and 
axeellent  driving  it  is  too.  The  Chinese  drivers  are  veiy  cruel 
with  their  whips,  and  there  is  hardly  a  team  in  which  one  or 
two  eye»  have  not  been  flicked  out  The  Japanese  soldier  never 
intaiwee  with  the  native  driver,  as  our  men  are  inclined  to  do, 
and  m  consequence  there  are  very  few  mi%hap9< 

Attack  ForrnatioTL — After  ihe  Sha  Ho  battle  the  Japanese 
btgaa  to  eonuider  whether,  ufter  all,  the  close  formations,  as 
teiq[lii  by  the  Qermans,  which  they  bad  been  using,  were  the 
bsBl  lor  ^htin£  in  such  flat  and  open  country.  They  had  our 
experterices  in  Sonth  Africa  io  help  them,  and  they  decided  to 
try  what  more  open  formations  would  do.  What  these  foimationfi 
were  I  will  endeavour  to  dt^scribe. 

A  Japanese  regiment  consists  of  three  battalions,  a  battalion 
of  fotir  companies  and  a  company  of  three  Bho-tai,  which  I  will 
call  sections,  though  aa  a  sho'tai  has  abont  70  men  the  word 
flection  is  rather  apt  to  be  misleading, 

A  company  has  only  two  formationst  line  and  coluiim  of 
9ectionSp  though  this  can,  of  course,  be  varied  by  moving  to  a 
flank. 


OoQipaiiy  in  Une. 


Comp&n J  la  ooliLinn  of  aeotSetia* 


A  l)attalion  can  therefore  be  formed  up  as  follows : — 
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.    Now,  from  any  one  of  these  five  formations  the  battalions 
can  be  extended,  so  we  i 


From  (a)  it  extends  in  one  line. 
„     (d)  „  three  lines. 

,1     (e)  „.        four      „ 

„     (b)  „  six 

„     (c)  „  twelve  „ 

From  the  above  formations  the  one  most  suitable  to  the 
front  to  be  occupied  by  the  battalion  can  be  chosen,  whether  in 
first  or  second  line.  In  the  firing  line,  however,  I  believe  I  am 
right  in  stating  that  the  Japanese  invariably  extend  one  or  two 
companies  in  line.  Under  these  new  circumstances  the  Japanese 
80  arranged  their  formations  as  to  have  the  men  extended  to 
about  six  paces,  and  with  a  distance  of  from  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  paces  between  lines.  This  interval  was 
calculated  on  the  bacos  thai  any  one  shrapnel  shall  not  hit  more 
than  one  lina 

The  following  diagram  will  show  the  formation  of  the  42nd 
Regiment  in  its  advance  from  Ta-tai  during  the  battle  of 
Hei-kou-tai ;  it  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  it  was  used :— - 
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Artillery  Firt.—T\kB  massiiig  of  the  guns  and  the  eoncentra' 
tiofi  of  fire  wa^,  in  my  experie^ice,  the  aystein  adopted  by  the 
JftpAiieBQ  ;  the  Ku^Hian  guns  were  a  little  more  dii^peri^ed.  The 
ranging  and  f^hsxiting  on  both  eidesi  were  excellent,  but  the 
actual  effV^cts  were  exceedingly  small.  Tlie  moral  effect  of  a 
storm  of  shells,  particularly  when  they  are  high -ex  plosive,  ia 
Ixwnd  to  bo  very  great,  and  to  try  the  nerves  of  freeh  troops, 
bot  I  think  the  men  get  used  to  it  very  quickly,  and  notice  that 
'«tlho<igh  it  makes  a  great  deal  of  noise  it  really  does  very  little 
luutn  to  life  or  limK 

Infantry  Fire. — It  is,  of  course,  very  difficult  to  judge  whether 
the  shooting  of  the  infantry  i«  gootl  or  bad.  The  Rusaiana  were 
almofit  always  behind  earthworks  or  in  villages,  so  I  am  unable 
to  give  an  opinion  on  the  powers  of  the  Japaneae  infantrj^man 
aa  a  mark  si  u  an  ;  the  Japane^^e,  however,  were  almost  always  in 
ihd  open,  and  I  think  their  oisualties  muBt  have  been  io finitely 
grtster  had  the  Russian  infantry  been  able  to  shoot  even 
moderately  welL  The  Russians  often  fired  volleys,  the  Japanese 
OfiTen  However,  the  Japanese  all  agree  that  their  enemy  has 
ifnpn>Vi<d  vastly  tiotb  in  shooting  and  tactics  since  the  early  days 
of  tlie  war. 

Cbt^ry*— The  Japanese  cavalry,  so  far,  has  played  no 
important  part  in  the  war.  To  start  with^  it  is  too  weak  in 
ntunbera  to  have  any  chance  of  operating  with  any  hope  of 
leoasa  against  the  greatly  superior  uumbera  on  the  Russian 
dde.  It  was  very  little  used.  It  fought  very  bravely,  *i8 
infantry,  at  Hcl-kou-tai,  but  tm  n  mounted  arm  I  do  not  think 
the  Japaneiie  would  have  missed  it  had  it  not  been  pn?sent 
at  all. 

The  liuRsian  cavalry  has  been  very  disappointing,  for,  with 
(he  exception  of  Mr^hehenkos  raid  on  Ying-kou,  It  has  shown 
UM  rntorprise  or  iDitiattve. 

Dmd  Soldiers* — In  a  great  many  places  very  little  trouble 
bay  been  taken  over  the  liurial  or  cremation  of  the  soldiers  killed 
in  battle.  The  Japanese  dead  are  generally  collected  in  groups 
of  about  twenty  and  burnt,  and  the  remains  covered  with  earth, 
and.  ns  a  rule,  some  sort  of  monutuent  of  shells  or  wood  is  erecteil 
to  mark  the  |»hice.  The  Russian  dead  were  almost  always  laid 
^hi  one  of  the  many  trendies,  and  the  trench  filled  in^  or 
^^pBiiiany  m, 

Ths  Spirit  of  (he  JapanesM  Army^ — By  far  the  most  remark* 
able  feature  in  the  Ja[janes€  Army  is  the  wonderful  feeling  of 
»devoiioii  to  the  Emperor  and  their  country  that  pervadea  all 
ranks  and  arms*  Frofu  this  feeling  springs  the  marvellous 
bravery  of  the  incomparable  infantry  and  all  the  many  soldierly 
vifttiee  that  are  so  marked  in  this  wonderful  army. 

From  this  feeling  springs  ako  the  curious  fact — a  fact  which 
I  tlunk  must  be  uuique  among  all  the  armies  of  the  world — that 

U  2 
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th  Kar.  True  to  anticipation,  the  Russians  did  at  last  retire,  drawing 

off  their  infantry  quietly  and  skilfully  during  the  night  and  in 
the  small  hours  of  the  morning ;  so  in  the  dark  of  the  early 
morning  the  remains  of  the  11th  and  42nd  Regiments  oocupied 
Sha-to-tzu,  and,  as  far  as  the  5tb  Division  was  concerned,  the 
great  battle  of  Mukden  was  over. 

In  this  last  attack,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  eveniDg  of  the 
8tb  to  the  early  morning  of  the  lOth,  1,200  men  fell,  which 
iigure^  considering  the  abnormally  close  quarters  at  wbich  they 
had  been  fighting,  seems  absurdly  small.  This  fact,  I  think, 
may  he  considered  as  being  almost  entirely  due  to  the  screen 
afforded  by  the  dust  storm.  The  casualties  among  the  men  of 
the  mountain  batteries  when  they  came  under  rifle  fire  on  the 
embankment  were  trifling,  probably  from  tiie  same  cause. 

I  went  all  over  the  battlefield  on  the  inoming  of  the  10th ;  it 
was  exceedingly  interesting.  The  Russian  works  were  most 
cunningly  placed,  and  so  well  constructed  that  they  were  quite 
invisible  a  few  hundred  yards  away. 

A  work  immediately  south  of  Mi-chia-pu  was  made  in  sand, 
and  was  invisible  even  from  a  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  yards. 
Near  it  was  a  long  trench,  rapidly  made,  with  no  head-cover,  but 
concealed  among  a  number  of  Chinese  graves.  Another  work 
in  front  of  Sha-to-tzu  was  the  main  redoubt.  It  had  a  very 
good  command,  but  the  engineer  who  designed  it  had,  with  great 
ingenuity,  stuck  the  stalks  of  kaoliang  straw  into  the  superior 
slope,  and  bent  them  down  into  the  ditch,  so  that  from  quite  a 
short  distance  the  redoubt  looked  exactly  like  the  surrounding 
fields. 

Furthermore,  he  had  placed  his  redoubt  from  one  hundred 
to  two  hundred  yards  in  iront  of  the  village,  so  the  Japanese 
gunners,  not  being  able  to  see  the  redoubt,  and  knowing  their 
ranges  to  a  yard  after  neaaly  a  week's  practice  at  the 
same  target,  tired  all  their  shells  at  the  village;  the  con- 
sequence was  that  nearly  all  the  shells  passed  over  the  Russian 
works  and  exploded  eiiber  in  the  village  or  in  the  open  space 
between  the  village  and  the  redoubt.  Hundreds  and  hundreds 
of  shell  cases  were  lying  in  this  open  space  and  in  the  village 
itself;  some  of  them  were  sticking  in  the  frozen  mud  walls. 

Inside  the  redoubt  I  counted  47  dead  Russians  and  one 
officer ;  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge  they  had  ail  been  killed  by 
rifle  bullets.  Another  curious  thmg  about  the  Japanese  shells 
in  this  fight  was  that  something  appai'ently  went  wrong  with 
the  percussion  fuzes,  lor  in  Sha-to-tzu  and  on  the  north-east  side 
of  it  the  whole  country  was  strewn  with  unexploded  percussion 
shells,  both  common  and  high-explosive.  Standing  in  one  place 
I  counted  no  less  than  twenty-three  which  I  could  see  without 
moving,  but  there  was  not  a  single  shrapnel  amongst  them.  I 
have  never  seen  anything  like  so  many  blind  shells  before. 

As  I  said  just  now,  the  Japanese  did  not  lose  as  heavily  in 
this  last  attack  as  might  have  been  expected,  nevertheless  the 
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I  before  ihe  redoubt  was  a  t«nribl6  ones ;  the  dead  Japanese 
BoldlefB  lay  in  rows,  some  of  them  in  tb©  open,  some  of  them 
behind  hags  or  haversacks  full  of  earth,  while  the  fields  behind 
were  dotted  with  dead  bodies. 

One  company  of  the  11th  EeKiment  waa  reduced  to  17  men. 
A  Japanese  officer  on  the  spot  told  me  that  the  Riismans  had  left 
about  400  dead  behind  them  in  and  about  8ha-to>t2su,  but  I  do 
noi  think  there  were  nearly  my  many. 

About  1  p.m*  Lietit-Gcneral  Kigosihi  himself  cjime  into  Sha- 
to-tatii^  and  the  division  waa  at  once  ordered  to  mfirch  on  Mukden. 
Tht»  march  was  quite  oneventfiil  ;  we  arrived  at  the  railway 
slalioft  after  ilark.  The  Russian  settlement  at  Mukden  is  quite 
m  amaU  one,  and  olueter^  round  the  railway'  atation,  which  is 
aboot  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  west  gat©  of  the  city.  On  our 
arrival  w©  found  the  atation  buildings  and  some  of  the  houses 
in  flamei* ;  they  had  been  filled  by  the  Kuasian^  before  retiring. 
In  the  interval  1  between  the  departnre  of  the  Russians  and  the 
arrival  of  the  Jupanese  the  Chinese  frcm  the  city  had  been  busy 
looting  and  burning  ;  they  had  removed  almost  everything  that 
il  wag  possible  to  remove,  and  had  even  tried  to  break  into  and 
set  fire  to  the  hospitals,  but  the  RuFstan  doctors  and  nurses  kept 
Iheni  off  with  a  show  of  rifles,  so  that  they  did  not  succeed  in 
doing  more  than  setting  fire  to  a  wing  of  one  of  the  hospitals. 

All  this  anarchy  very  soon  stopped  when  the  Ja^>an&He 
marebed  in.  ITie  looters  were  quickly  hunted  back  into  the 
town,  and  the  Japanese  soldiers  made  those  of  them  whom  they 
DOQld  eatcli  disgoige  their  ill-gotten  gains. 

The  division  remained  in  the  precinrta  of  the  station  that 
night;  aome  of  the  men  got  shelter  in  the  houses,  and  some 
bivouacked  in  th©  open,  Tlie  men  were  very  happy  and  full  of 
tpirits  after  their  victory  ;  cTiormonsft  quantities  of  frosren  Amur 
aalmon  liad  been  left  l>ehind  in  the  various  villages  hy  the 
Bitfliiasfl>  and  almost  every  soldier  had  possessed  himself  of 
one,  a  treat  indeed  for  men  of  a  fish -eating  race,  and  as  they  sat 
round  their  fires  they  toasted  the  fish  on  their  bayonets  and 
were  tborou^'hly  happy  ;  tbi'i  night  of  pmMCB  was  a  great  change 
for  them  nfU^t  the  horrors  of  the  ptist  ten  days. 

During  the  battle  the  Ru^^sian  wrmntled  had  been  sent  off  to 
Ufirbin  by  train  hh  fast  tm  it  was  pof^ible  to  move  tliem.  For 
ibis  purpos*^  there  were  thirty -seven  hospital  trjiins  kept 
nmning  day  and  night  Of  this  number  twenty  were  regular 
hoepital  trains  and  seventeen  improvised  ones.  In  spite  of 
thti  there  were  still  800  wounded  Bussians  and  200  wounded 
Japanese  remaining  in  the  hospitals  on  ^ur  arrival,  with  a  large 
fitaff  of  di>ctor?^  and  nurses  to  look  after  them.  A  Kuasian 
doctor  who  could  talk  German  took  Lieut -Colonel  Macpberaon 
and  myself  into  his  hospital,  and  here  we  found  the  wounded 
of  both  iiations  lying  side    by   Hide  equally  well  tended,  and 
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apparently  on  very  good  terms  with  each  other,  ocmversation 
being  carried  on  by  signs. 

The  Weather. — The  daily  temperatures  during  the  battle  may 
be  of  interest ;  they  are  as  follows  (in  degrees  Fahrenheit)  : — 


Dftte. 

MiDimuiD. 

let  March      • 

Zero 

36° 

2nd    „ 

.... 

18P 

45° 

3rd     ,, 

lOP 

sap 

4th     „ 

... 

8° 

32° 

fith     „ 

.            . 

8P 

28° 

6th     „ 

7° 

38° 

7th     ,. 

. 

11° 

42° 

8th     „ 

13° 

43° 

9th     „ 

• 

14° 

63° 

10th  „ 

20° 

1 

62° 

The  dust  storm  of  the  9th  came  up  on  a  south-west  wind 
and  was  practically  the  break  up  of  the  winter,  for  the  ice 
began  to  melt,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  1  ()th  the  river  was 
impassable,  a  narrow  strip  had  thawed  completely  and  one  could 
see  the  water  flowing. 

The  cold  of  the  M€uichurian  winter,  though  intense,  is  not 
unpleasant,  if  plent;  of  warm  clothes,  furs  and  ear  pads  be 
worn,  except  when  the  wind  blows  from  the  north,  and  then  it 
is  iudescribably  cold  with  a  coldness  that  penetrates  all  clothing ; 
the  climate,  however,  is  very  dry  and  apparently  healthy,  for 
the  amount  of  sickness  in  this  big  army  is  wonderfully  smalL 

Collection  of  Wounded. — The  stretcher  bearers  worked  with 
great  bravery  and  devotion  during  this  battle,  but  their  numbers 
were  far  too  few  to  deal  properly  with  the  vast  numbers  of 
wounded  that  had  to  be  brought  in.  llie  Japanese  medical 
officers  recognized  this  early,  and  employed  Chinese  bearers  to 
work  between  the  dressing  stations  and  the  field  hospitals,  while 
the  soldier  bearers  were  used  almost  exclusively  for  picking  up 
the  wounded  on  the  battlefield  itself  under  fire,  and  carrying 
them  to  the  dressing  stations. 

It  was  very  noticeable  that  a  large  number  of  wounded 
men  managed  to  get  back  by  themselves  without  any  help,  only 
the  very  badly  wounded  were  carried  in ;  I  think  that  with 
European  soldiers  very  many  more  would  have  to  be  carried^ 
for  the  Japanese  soldier  bears  pain  weU,  and  it  is  considered  a 
point  of  honour  among  them  not  to  show  pain  even  when  it  is 
very  bad.  I  saw  one  mcui  with  a  bad  wound  in  his  knee.  The 
doctor  began  to  cut  the  man's  breeches  with  a  pair  of  scissors, 
and  in  doing  so  must  have  given  him  very  great  pain,  for  he 
began  to  groan ;  the  doctor  at  once  rebuked  Um,  as  I  thoufffat^ 
rather  roughly,  for  his  weakness  in  showing  his  pain.     This 
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tWfpirit  18  moat  Qoticeable.  The  Russian  wounded  were  more 
sensitive;  I  have  heard  them  scream  even  before  they  were 
touched. 

The  collection  of  such  large  nuinhera  of  wounded  over  a 
l&rg«%  area,  even  under  snch  favourable  conditions  as  obtained 
hare—that  is  to  say,  flat  and  open  country,  1^'^th  a  hard  surface, 
and  with  no  ob#tade8  of  any  kind — in  a  very  difficult  matter, 
and  I  a(n  afraid  a  great  many  wriuiidetl  men  in  this  battle 
peri«h©d  from  lo«s  of  blood,  cold  and  miflery»  through  the  utter 
impofisibility  of  picking  them  up  soon  enough.  Many  lay  out 
all  night  on  the  frozen  ground,  and  in  some  cases  (I  only  saw 
one  myin^lf)  tht*  clothea  w^re  taken  off  badly  wounded  men 
before  they  were  dead  by  Chinese  prowlers. 

There  can  l>e  no  doubt  that  a  vast  deal  of  Buffering,  and 
possbly  a  number  of  live^  might  have  been  saved  had  it  been 
pomible  to  pick  up  the  wounded  a  little  faster. 

Snniffitifm. — Sanitation  itt  thi*  Japanese  field  army  is  con- 
spicuotm  by  its  al»fienco.  There  is  absolutely  no  atte'i*pt  at  it. 
The  usual  arrangementa  in  armies  for  the  safeguar4ing  of  the 
wmler  mipply;  the  construction  of  latrines,  and  so  on,  are  totally 
neglected  In  consequence,  the  water  supply  was  almoeit 
invariably  very  bad,  while  tlie  state  of  %' ill  ages  where  the 
troops  hiid  stopped  was  always  indescribably  dirty.  This  may 
not  matter  in  the  winter,  but  in  hot  weather  I  Bhould  think 
it  would  he  certain  to  lead  to  serious  epidemics.  From  the 
filthy  state  of  the  vilhiges  recently  inhabited  by  the  Knmana,  I 
fimcy  their  ideas  on  tlie  subject  of  sunitatif^n.are  as  elementary 
40  those  of  the  Japanese,  The  national  habit  of  drinking  very 
hot  water  is  a  great  safeguard  to  the  Japanese  soldier.  His 
waiter  hotUe  is  mafle  of  aluminium*  and  he  heat«i  his  water  for 
Umaelf,  not  us  a  precaution  n<;^aLn^t  dini'aso,  but  simply  because 
h,%  Ukee  it  better  hot  thnn  cold,  Tluux*  is  no  ssuch  thing  as 
boifing  water  a**  a  sanitary  precaution,  tvi  I  havw  seen  stated  in 
iome  newspa^>erK.  I  do  not  believe  there  id  a  water  cart  in 
tha  whole  anny,  at  any  rate  I  have  never  seen  one;  there  are, 
however,  the  great  soup  cauldrons  on  wheels  captun^d  from  the 


H/>rsemftsffrfihip.^-l  think  it  is  verj^  generally  admitted  by 
foruiguer»  that  a  knowledge  of  horsemanship  is  not  a  strong 
potnt  among  the  Japanese.  To  begin  with,  they  appear  to  our 
•yes  to  ride  very  badly  aod  look  loose  and  UDcomfortable  on 
horseback.  It  is  moet  unusual  to  move  faster  than  a  walk,  and 
the  invariable  moile  of  progression  is  in  a  long  string  one 
behind  the  other  A  general  with  his  staff  and  escort  take  up 
about  a  hundred  yards  of  road,  all  moving  in  single  file,  and 
always  at  a  walk.  The  horses  are  w  used  to  this  proeeesionat 
fonnatjon  that  they  titrc^ngly  object  to  move  in  any  otlier^  and 
si  IS  sotnetimes  difficult  to  make  them  walk  aJongside  each  other 
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There  are  a  few — very  few — imported  animak,  mosfcly 
Walers ;  most  of  the  animals  in  the  army  are  Japanese  or 
Chinese  ponies,  varying  from  13  hands  to  14  "l.  They  have 
been  badly  treated  for  generations,  and  are  consequently  vicious 
and  quarrelsome.  The  Japanese  ponies  are  wretched  creatures 
to  look  at,  but  apparently  very  hardy,  for  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  they  are  only  fed  twice  a  day,  on  barley,  get  but  little  or 
no  fodder,  and  are  hardly  ever  properly  watered,  they  seem  to 
carry  on  wonderfully  well.  The  harness  of  the  pack  ponies  is 
very  badly  fitted,  but  I  saw  very  few  galls  among  them. 

The  Chinese  pony  is  quite  a  different  type ;  he  is  smaller, 
seldom  indeed  more  than  13  hands;  he  is  a  fine  sturdy  little 
fellow,  and  I  can  best  describe  him  as  closely  resembling  the 
chariot  horses  as  depicted  in  ancient  Assyrian  frescoes. 

The  Japanese  one-horse  transport  cart  has  been  universally 
condemned,  even  by  the  Japanese  themselves ;  so  it  is  not  worth 
describing. 

I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  experience  has  shown 
us,  all  over  the  world,  that  the  local  means  of  transport  are 
invariably  the  best ;  Manchuria  is  no  exception  to  this  rule,  and 
I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  this  country  the  Chinese 
two-wheeled  cart  ia  better  than  anything  that  could  be  intro- 
duced. It  is  a  very  heavy  wooden  cart  on  two  wheels,  which 
are  fixed  rigidly  on  to  the  axle.  The  wheels  and  axle  all 
revolve  together.  The  wheels  are  very  strong,  and  are  able  to 
stand  the  tremendous  strain  of  the  jolts  as  the  cart  pitches  into 
the  deep  ruts  on  the  unmetalled  tracks  which  do  duty  for  roads 
in  China. 

The  teams  of  these  carts  are  wonderfully  trained,  and  every 
animal  is  always  doing  his  full  share  of  the  work.  The  teams 
vary  from  two  to  six  animals,  and  are  harnessed  in  the  following 
manner : — One  animal  alone  is  in  the  shafts ;  he  is  the  one  on 
which  devolves  most  of  the  work,  for  not  only  does  he  support 
the  shafts,  but  ail  the  onus  of  turning  comers  comes  on  him, 
and  moreover  he  acts  as  a  brake,  for  these  carts  have  neither 
brake  nor  skid ;  these  little  wheelers  are  beautifully  trained 
and  know  exactly  the  right  time  to  sit  back  on  the  breeching 
strap.  I  have  watched  them  going  down  the  steep  bank  (rf 
the  river,  and  it  is  a  sight  worth  seeing ;  directly  the  cart  gets 
to  the  brink  of  the  short  steep  slope  the  wheeler  at  once  sits 
right  down  on  his  breeching,  and  putting  all  his  feet  together, 
is  pushed  down  the  bank  by  the  weight  of  the  cart ;  in  this 
way  ho  checks  the  pace  of  the  cart,  but  very  often  the  gathering 
momentum  of  the  heavily  laden  6art  is  too  much  for  him  and 
does  not  give  him  time  to  get  on  his  feet  again  at  the  bottom 
of  the  slope,  in  which  case  he  shoots  along  on  his  haunches 
acroHS  the  ice. 

While  the  wheeler  is  thus  turning  himself  into  a  brake  the 
leaders  manage  in  some  way,  best  known  to  themselves,  to  keep 
their  legs  clear  of  the  mass  of  loose  rope  traces. 
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The  wheeler  is  almost  always  a  pony  ;  the  rest  of  the  team 
b  a  mixture  of  mulee,  ponie^B  and  donkeys,  and  flometimes 
oscn. 

Every  member  of  the  t<^am  does  his  work  with  an  honesty 
which  i«  quite  touching,  but  every  member,  tooj  has  hia  own 
p^r  of  traces,  so  that  no  shirking  can  possibly  paea  unnoticed* 
Tliere  18  sometimes  a  pair  of  reiDS  for  the  wheeler,  but  tlni 
drhring  U  done  ahno^t  exclusively  with  whip  and  voice,  and 
ezeeUent  driving  it  is  too*  The  Chinese  drivers  are  very  cruel 
wttb  tlietr  whips^  and  there  is  hardly  a  team  in  which  one  or 
two  eye**  have  not  l)een  flicked  out.  The  Japanese  soldier  never 
interfer^i  with  the  native  driver,  as  our  men  are  inclined  to  do» 
and  in  oonsequenee  there  are  very  few  mishaps. 

Attack  FcrmatUm, — After  the  Sha  Ho  battle  the  Japanese 
_  to  coni^ider  whetlier»  lifter  aU,  the  close  formations,  as 
loiigbt  by  the  Qermans^  which  they  had  been  usiog,  were  the 
\mA  for  Qgbting  in  such  flat  and  open  country.  They  had  our 
estperiencea  in  South  Africa  to  help  them,  tind  they  decided  to 
try  what  more  open  foniuitions  would  da  What  these  formatioD« 
wertj  I  vn\]  cndertvour  to  describe. 

A  JapaTiese  regiment  consists  of  three  battalions,  a  battalion 
of  four  companiea  and  a  company  of  three  sko-taif  which  I  will 
call  sections,  though  as  a  sho-tai  has  about  70  men  the  word 
•delaon  is  rather  apt  Ui  be  misleading. 

A  company  has  only  two  formations,  line  and  column  of 
aections,  though  this  can,  of  course,  be  varied  by  moving  to  a 
flank. 


Com  pan  J  in  Mnt^t 


Oompaaj  in  coIuihq  of  ieetbna. 


A  battalion  can  therefore  be  formed  up  as  follows ; — 

Ir  \ '  i 
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the  personal  element  is  quite  unknown.  Orders  are  issued  and 
carried  out  as  a  matter  of  course,  quite  mechanically. 

The  names  of  units  and  of  individuals  are  suppressed  by  the 
authorities ;  all  are  considered  as  part  of  the  one  ^reat  machine 
and  all  have  but  one  aim  and  object  in  view^  and  that  is  thai- 
Japan  may  win. 

Thus  it  will  happen  that  many  gallant  deeds  of  corps  and 
many  heroic  actions  of  individuals  will  never  be  known  to  the 
world,  and  of  both  there  are  not  a  few. 
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CS)  The  Battle  of  Mukden :  OperationB  of  the 
Stb  DiTJJton^  Seooad  Japanese  Army. 


RoonT  hy  Captain  D*  S.  Robeetson,  Royal  Seota  Ptuailiera 
Tukio,  19th  June  1905, 


Plates. 

Ooneral  Map              -              .             _            «  ||ap  55, 

Operations  of  8th  Divi^ioo  1st  March         -      -  ^^    gg. 
Attacki  by  8th  Divif^ion  on  Yang-shih-tun  and 

Kan-kuan-tUD  4th*-Stli  March              -         -  ,»    59. 

Th«  Bill  Dtvi^ian,  recruited  in  the  ejctreme  north  of  the 
maiB  Utand  of  Japan ,  was  one  of  th^  last  divisions  to  embark, 
itfriving  in  Manchuria  only  towards  the  end  of  October,  too  late 
for  th<i  Sha  Ho  battle.  During  the  winter  it  waa  kept  in  reserve 
in  rwr  of  the  left  flank  of  the  Second  Army,  in  and  around 
tlw  village  of  LiiTi-chi,  near  the  junction  of  the  railway  to  the 
Te(n-tai  coal  mine*  From  these  winter  quarters  it  was  hurriedly 
•ecnt,  on  the  25th  January,  to  repel  the  attack  of  Grippenberg 
aitd  Hishehenko  upon  the  Japanese  left,  and,  during  the  fij^bting 
wh  '  citiil,  the  divisTon  succee<lcd  in  driving  the  RuBsians  out 
of  u  ttii,  where   it  took   up  its  quarters  until  the  28th 

February,  From  the  l?^t  March  onwards  the  division  advanced 
up  the  right  bank  of  the  River  Hun,  driving  the  Russians  before 
it  into  their  line  of  redoubta  round  Mukden.  It  formed  the  left 
of  ih^  Second  Army,  and  was  connected  with  the  Thtnl  Army  on 
the  extreme  kift  by  the  lat  <.'avalry  Brigiwie. 

Oenend  Ikscription  of  Courdry. — The  country  traversed 
fay  the  division  differs  in  some  respects  from  the  country  in  the 
ilgiun  of  the  Sha  Ho,  occupied  during  the  winter  by  the  Second 
Army.  In  this  latt^^r  |mrt  of  the  country  scarcely  a  tree  is  left 
etandingi  but  atT<ASs  the  River  Hun  they  are  acattei^  everywhere 
ever  the  country  aingly  and  in  clumpa  Though  lying  in  the 
plain  of  the  Liao  Ho,  and  therefore  as  a  whole  very  flat,  there  is 
a  certain  amount  of  cover  almost  everywhere  in  this  region,  in 
addition  to  the  cover  from  view  afforded  liy  the  treee.  The 
eomitry  ia  iiitensectcd  by  rotiile  wiiich  iti  many  cases  are  worn 
down  two  or  three  feet  below  the  surface  by  the  traffic  of  the 
heavy  Chinese  carta.  Small  nullahs,  branching  out  of  the  Hun 
River,  are  very  common,  and  in  every  direction  there  are  Chinese 
gravm — small  mounds  of  earth  three  or  four  feet  high,  or  evea 
mun*.  Sivnclhills  occur  frt'iiuently  near  the  river.  The  en  tire 
country  is  dotted  with  villiige»,  most  of  which  are  w^ithin  a  mile 
of  each  other.     Fighting  therefore  takes  the  form  of  attacks  on 
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successive  villages,  the  capture  of  one  village  enabling  the  troops 
to  be  formed  up  for  the  attack  on  the  next  one,  generally  at 
a  distance  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  yards  or  leas.  The 
villages,  ^r^  'ai^  a  rule  surrounded  by  a  mud  bank  with  a  ditch 
outside  and  are  fairly  compact,  outlying  houses  being  the 
exception.  The  houses  belonging  to  the  richer  farmers  in  the 
villages,  as  well  as  the  temples,  are  usually  of  burnt  bricks  with 
tiled  roofs  and  are  .solidly  built,  but  the  smaller  houses  are  made 
of  unbaked  mud  bricks  and  are  thatched.  The  villages  afford 
cover  against  shiapnel  and  ri6e  fire,  but  are  quickly  reduced  to 
ruins  by  high-explosive  shells.  With  the  exceptions  above» 
the  ground  between  villages  consists  of  cultivated  fields,  chiefly 
of  kaoliang  or  tall  millet,  with  few  boundaries  between  them, 
and  is  absolutely  flat. 

l*he  bed  of  the  River  Hun  varies  in  width  from  about  two 
hundred  to  five  hundred  yards,  though  near  Mukden  it  is  one 
thousand  yards  broad,  merging  imperceptibly  into  the  sandy 
plain.  The-  stream  is  about  one  hundred  and  tw^ity  yards 
broa4,on  the  average.  The  course  of  the  river  is  wiAding,  and 
tfaye  banks  are  as  a  rule  pei*peDdicular,and  about  fifteen  feet  high» 
.  though,  ?tt  je-entrant  bends  they  are  sometimes  low.  It  ¥raa 
t  therefore  difficult  for  carts  to  cross  the  river,  and  to  get  over 
tibis .  difficulty  the  Bussiaus  had  constructed  roads  into  the  river 
bea  at  frequent  intervals.  During  the  first  ten  days  of  March 
the  river  was  frozen  hard.  It  had  been  much  used  for  transport 
during  the  winter,  judging  by  the  numbers  of  small  sledges  at 
Hei-kou-taL  About  a  mile  west  of  the  River  Hun  and  flowing 
in  a  parallel  direction  to  it  for  over  twenty  miles  was  a  small 
stream  with  steep  banks,  which  also  formed  an  obstacle  to  the 
passage  of  carta.  This  stream  joined  the  Hun  River  below 
Hei-kou-tai. 

The  advance  of  the  8th  Division  was  made  between  these 
two  rivers,  its  right. on  the  River  Hun  and  its  left  on. the  small 
.  stream  to  the  west. 

Constitution  of  the  8ih  Division. — The  combatant  portion  of 
r  the  -division  was  as  follows : — 

'  .Divisional  Commander    Lieut.*General  Baron  Tatsumi. 
.1      Infaiktry    -        -        -    4th    Brigade :  —  Major  -  General 

Yoda. 

6th    Regiment    (three   bat- 
talions). 
31st    Regiment    (two    bat- 
.(.  .,^      .  talions,  3rd  battalion  with 

...  Army  reserve). 

16th   Brigade : — Major  -  General 
..  4  '  S^aroada. 

I7tb  Regiment   (three  bat- 
talions). 
32nd   Regiment  (three  bat- 
talions). 
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Artillery    -         -         •     8th     Regiment     (six     batterieB) 

mountain  artillery. 
'Hiree  batteries  field  artillery* 
Six  field  guns  c^[)tured  frotn  the 
Russians. 
Cftvalry     -         -         ,     gth  Cavalry  Regiment 
Eagin^rs       -  -     8ih  Engineer  Uattalion* 

From  time  to  time  detachments  of  infantry  compoa^d  of  men 

of   the  2nd  Reserve,  kept   under  the  immediate  command  of 

Oentfrnl  Oku,  were  sent  to  reinforce  the  8th  Division,  but  I  was 

^nifomied  that  this  was  merely  a  temporary  arraagement,  and 

thai  tlioae  trooi>s  still  belonged  to  the  irmy  reserve. 

Outline  of  Opendions,^ — The  operations  of  the  8th  Division 
rrom  1st  to  10th  March  may  be  convenieutly  divided  into  four 
plums  3 — 

T%€  first  pham  lasted  one  day  only,  the  Ist  March.  It 
QCMasisbecl  of  an  attack,  lasting  all  day,  on  the  outlying  parts  of 
Uie  itunortunt  village  of  Clmng-tan  (C  3  aw.),  Tlie  RussiaBs 
W«re  driven  out  of  tbe  hamlet  of  Yueh-pu-tscu,  lying  four 
hundr^  yards  south  of  Chang- tan,  but  continued  to  resist 
dp^edly  in  the  southern  outskirts  of  the  latter  village  until 
iit^t>  when  ihey  retiretl  In  this  attack  tlie  8th  Division  lust 
1,500  men. 

The  necoiid  phase  con&it^ted  of  an  energetic  puii^uit  of  the 
rcirttating  Kumans,  and  histed  during  the  2nd,  ^rd^  and  4th 
of  March.  The  Russian  resistance  was  not  stubborn,  find  the 
rear  guanls  only  remained  in  the  villages  long  enough  to 
dehj  the  Japanese  advance,  always  retiring  without  greet 
iosa  During  these  three  day8  the  division  advanced  from 
Chang-Uvn  Ui  within  seven  miles  of  Mukden^  and  the  losses  ^ere 
lUldtr  ISO. 

The  third  phme  began  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  March, 
when  the  retreat  of  the  Russians  came  to  an  end.  They  had 
reached  their  line  of  defence  works  outside  Mukden,  and  here 
they  held  the  Hth  Division  at  bay  during  the  5U»j  6th,  7th, 
and  8th*  During  this  time  repeated  attacks  were  mado  by 
Uid  Japaneso  upon  these  works,  but  all  of  them  failed.  The 
cuamalbies  were  over  2,000. 

f%e  fourth  pham  consisted  of  the  sudden  transfer  of  the 
division  to  the  north,  to  fill  the  gap  between  the  Second  and 
llsird  Annios,  and  [prevent  the  Russians  from  penetrating  at 
this  point  As  the  Russians  did  not  take  the  offoDsive  here^ 
Uii  8th  Division,  after  its  transfer  on  the  9th#  again  took  up 
the  rdle  of  pursuit,  fallowing  up  the  Russians  to  about  eight 
miles  north  of  Mukden,  till  ordered  on  the  11th  to  cease 
pursuit 
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DisposUiona  dwring  February.^ — The  outpost  line  taken 
up  by  the  8th  Division  up  to  28th  February  extended  from 
the  River  Hun,  about  one  mile  south  of  Yueh-pu-tzu,  to 
Tung  Chang-chia*wo-peng.  The  main  force  of  the  division  was 
quartered  in  the  villages  of  Tu-tai-tzu,  Tung  Ten-tai-tzu, 
Hei-kou-tai  and  Su-ma-pu,t  with  head-quarters  in  the  latter 
village.  On  the  right  was  the  5ch  Division,  Second  Army,  with 
bead-quarters  in  Ta-tai,:]:  and  a  detachment  in  Fei-tsai-ho-tzu, 
and  on  the  left  was  the  1st  Cavalry  Brigade.  At  the  end  of 
February  the  Third  Army,  under  General  Nogi,  advanced 
northwards  on  the  left  of  this  cavalry  bri»ule,  and  on  the 
1st  March  an  attack  was  made  by  one  of  its  divisions  oa 
Ssu-fang-tai,{  in  co-operation  with  the  attack  of  the  8th  Division 
on  Yueh-pu-tzu  and  Chien  Nien-yu-pao. 

Rvsfdan  I^isposiiians. — The  line  taken  up  by  the  Russians 
extended  through  the  fortified  villages  of  Chien  Nien>yu-pao 
and  Yueh-pu-tzu  to  the  east  The  troops,  as  far  as  could  be 
ascertained,  consisted  of  the  1st  and  5th  Rifle  Brigades  at 
Chang-tan  and  Yueh-pu-tzu,  and  the  2nd  Rifle  Brigade  at 
Chien  Nien-yu-pao.  Part  of  this  latter  brigade  was  believed 
to  be  moving  round  in  rear  of  Chang-tan,  to  reinforce  the  8th 
Army  Corps  facing  the  5th  Division,  Second  Japanese  Army. 
There  were  emplacements  for  three  batteries  to  the  west  of 
Chang-tan,  with  other  emplacements  in  rear  of  these  facing 
south-east,  but  I  only  counted  twenty- one  guns  firing.  To  the 
east  of  Chien  Nien-yu-pao  there  were  three  other  batteries. 

Defences  cU  Yueh'pu4zu. — I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  defensive  works  at  Chien  Nien-yu-pao,  but  those  at 
Yueh-pu-tzu  were  not  strong.  This  latter  village  consisted  of 
less  than  a  dozen  houses  and  compounds,  and  was  really  part  of 
Cliang-tan.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  south  of  the 
village  stood  a  detached  house  surrounded  by  a  wall  which  had 
been  strengthened  by  earth  and  loop-holed ;  abattis  also  had 
been  laid  down  in  front  In  addition  to  this,  a  trench  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  long,  with  traverses,  had  been  dug 
on  the  west  side  of  the  house  to  face  south.  The  house  wa8 
held  by  a  strong  Russian  advanced  post.  The  defences  of  the 
village  of  Yueh-pu-tzu  itself  consisted  of  a  natural  bank  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  village,  with  very  shallow  and  hastily-made 
trenches,  about  one  hundred  yards  long  on  each  side  of  it.  The 
front,  which  faced  the  Japanese  advance  from  the  south,  was  not 
more  than  three  hundred  yards  broad.  There  were  no  si^ns  of 
trenches  between  Yueh-pu-tzu  and  Chien  Nien-yu-pao.  A  field 
of  millet,  about  five  hundred  yards  south  of  the  villa^,  had  been 
left  uncut  in  the  autumn,  and  the  broken  stalks  still  gave  cover 
from  view. 

*  8e0  Map  58;  t  About  a  mile  eonth  of  Hei-kou-tai. 

X  About  3  mileB  east  of  Hei-kou-tai.         {  Square  B  8  weet,  of  Map  55. 


BlTTLi:   or   K0KDfty. 


185 


OpmniionM  of  the  Ist  March — Artillery  PreparcUian* — At  l»t : 
T80  a.m.  artillery  fire  was  opened  by  the  Japanese  on  the  three 
RusBiaii  batteries  east  of  Chi  en   Nieii-ju-pao,  and  on  the  guns 
west  of  Chang-tan,  which  at  that  time  were  Bixteen  in  number. 
The  Japanese  artiUery  woa  distributei  as  follows : — * 

18  field  guns  -  On  right  bank,  west  of  Fei-tsai  -ho-tzu< 

18  mountain  guBS  -  Further  west,  and  on  the  same  line. 
6  captured  guns    -  About  800  3'ards  north-east  of    Tung 

Ten-tai-tzu. 
18  mountain  guns  -  South-east    of    Tung    Chang-ehia-wo- 

peng. 

In  addition  to  these  guns,  the  heavy  artillery  of  the  5th 
Di^naion  east  of  Fei-tsai-ho-tzu  al^o  aasiEted  in  the  attack. 

The  Russian  batteries  replied  to  this  6re  about  8.80  a.m.  by 
faombanling  the  spare  gun  emplacements  near  Tang  Yen-tai-tzu, 
and  the  viUages  of  Fei-tsai-ho-t^u  and  Tung  Cliang-chia*wo-peng. 
Abcmt  1 1 30  a.m.,  however,  they  succeeded  in  locating  the 
Japfiiieee  gtin^,  and  began  to  concentrate  fire  on  them^  making 
very  aecutate  practice.  They  did  not  kcei*  up  a  continuoua 
6rep  but  kept  constantly  changing  the  objective.  The  Japanese 
gunners  took  cover  during  the  fire,  Imt  when  the  Russians 
chaoged  the  target  they  were  quick  to  BeiKe  the  tirytopportuuity 
of  ttff&in  aerving  the  guns. 

Meanwhile  the  heavy  artillery  of  the  5t!i  Division  east  of 
Pei^laai-hotzu  bombardai  Chang~tnn  and  Yueb-pu-tzu*  The 
Bumimn  heavy  artillery  situatad  near  Chou-kuan-puf  replied 
by  a  vigorous  bombardment  of  Fci*t^ai<ho*t5^u,  which  wn&  set  on 
fire  in  many  places. 

Infantry  Advan4;€, — At  11.80  a,m,  the  infajitiy  was  given 
the  Older  to  advance.  Dnrinj?  i.ho  night  the  attacking  troop.** 
had  advanced  to  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  village  of  Yueh-pu- 
tjsii.and  had  laid  down  row**  of  sandbags  to  form  a  low  breast- 
work aljout  2  foot  high.  Before  dawn  the  filing  line  ha*l 
takw  up  it^  poHitiou  lying  do^ni  behind  these  low  parapets,  and 
it  remained  there  during  the  artillery  preparation*  The 
dispositions  from  right  to  left  were  aa  shown  on  tlie  plate  : — ♦ 

2nd  Battalion  32nd  Eegiment  -  On  left  bank  of  the  riven 


Iftt 
8rd 
2nd 
Ui 
3rd 


right 


82nd 
32nd 

J  itfU  +,  *   I,       „  IT         „ 

l/tu  „  ♦    *,       ,,  ,f         »» 

17th         ,,  -  In  reserve  east  of  Tu-tfti-tzu* 

The  fimt   troops  I  isaw  advancing  were  the  2nd  Battalion 

32tid  Regiment   on   the  left  bank  of  the  river.     They  were 

advancing  in  three  or  four  lines  at  about  five  pace^  inter\*al,  and 

ware  being  httavily  fired  on  tjy  the  Buaaian   shrapnel      The 
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Russian  aftiHery  appeared  to  be  now  devoting  its  attention 
entirel}^  to  these  troops,  and  only  oocasionally  fired  on  the 
Japanese  guns,  who  continued  to  pour  a  heavy  fire  on  Yueh-pa- 
tzu.  Shortly^  afterwards  the  troops  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river  also  began  to  move  forward.  They  were  at  about  two  to 
four  paces  interval,  but  as  the  advancing  lines  merged  one  into 
the  other,  and  groups  of  wounded  men  were  streaming  back,  it 
was  quite  impossible  to  distinguish  how  many  lines  there  were 
or  at  what  distance  apart.  From  front  to  rear  their  depth  was 
about  six  hundred  yards.  The  advance  at  first  was  very  slow, 
but  afterwards  section  or  half  section  rushes,  which  seemed  to 
be  about  thirty  to  forty  paces,  were  made  with  great  rapidity. 
About  12.30  p.m.  the  3rd  Battalion  17th  Regiment  also  deployed, 
advancing  on  the  left  of  the  Ist  Battalion  l7th  Regiment  so  as  to 
take  Tudb-pu-tzu  in  flank.  The  attacking  troops  were  subjected 
to  a  very  heavy  shrapnel  and  musketry  tire,  in  the  smoke  and  dust 
of  whidh  they  were  hidden  from  our  view  except  at  occasional 
intervals.  The  musketry  was  at  its  loudest  at  1.25  p.m.,  a 
continuous  roar  in  which  the  Russian  volleys  could  only  be 
faintly  heard.  The  attacking  lines  had  then  advanced  to  300 
yards  from  the  detached  house  south  of  Yueh-pu-tzu,  and  the 
3rd  Battalion  17th  Regiment  had  taken  up  a  position  on  tiie 
left  of  the  1st  Battalion  17th  Regiment,  and  threatened  the 
retreat  of  the  Russians  from  the  detached  house.  The  Russians 
now  began  to  leave  this  house  under  cover  of  the  fire  from 
Tueh-pu-tzu.  Taken  in  flank,  however,  by  the  3rd  Battalion 
17th  Regiment  their  reteat  to  Yueh-pu-tzu  was  cut  oflT,  and  in 
their  attempts  to  escape  to  the  river  bed,  they  had  to  cross  the 
line  of  fire  of  the  32nd  Regiment,  and  over  30  were  killed. 

Yueh-pu-tzu  was  now  almost  indistinguishable  amidst  the 
smoke  of  the  Japanese  high-explosive  shells  and  the  burning 
houses.  The  Japanese  infantry  had  reached  a  line  three 
hundred  yards  from  the  detached  house  when  the  Russians 
retired.  Here  they  had  laid  down  sandbags  and  made  rough 
attempts  to  dig  trenches.  The  sandbags  were  brought  up  under 
fire,  and  it  was  at  this  place  that  most  of  the  casualties  occurred. 
Owing  to  the  smoke  it  wan  almost  impossible  to  distinguish 
what  was  going  on  beyond  this,  but  the  next  advance  appears 
to  have  been  made  to  Yueh-pu-tzu  village  itself,  when  it  was 
evacuated  by  the  Russians  at  2  o'clock. 

Attack  on  Chien  Nien-yu-pao, — Shortly  after  the  occupation 
of  Yueh-pu-tzu  at  2  o'clock  preparations  were  made  for  an 
attack  on  Chien  I4ien-yu-pao.  The  three  mountain  batteries 
and  two  of  the  field  batteries  west  of  Fei-tsai-ho-tzu  took  up  a 
more  advanced  position  shown  on  the  plate,*  where  they  were 
hidden  by  some  withered  millet  crops,  and  commenced  to 
bombard  Chien  Nien-yu-pao.  They  were  shrapnelled  fairly 
heavily  while  changing  position,  but  I  saw  no  casualtiea  The 
Russians  then  continued  to  fire  on  the  old  positions,  evidently 
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not  reiJusitig  that  the  batteries  had  moved  off.  The  latter 
rtMommt^nced  firing  at  2.45  p-tm,  and  during  the  next  hour  the 
artiUorj  duel  was  kept  up  pretty  stead il}^  on  both  sides* 

T\m  infantry  iidvance  began  at  3.30  p.m.    The  2nd  Battalion* 

5th  Regiment,  which  had  been  in  Tung  Yen-tai-tzu  during  the 

morning,  had  left  that  village  at  L30  p.ni^  and  marched  up  the 

botlow  n^a^i  towards  the  north,  where  it  remained  under  cover, 

Thh*  biittalion  must  have  been  discovered  by  the  HuBsian  balloan, 

which  i^^cended  from    near  Chang-tiLti  about  3.30  p.m.,  ns  at 

4  a  clock   the  Rus,siau  batteries  commenced  to  shell    the  spot 

where  it  was   lying  conceal ed»      H    began  to  deploy  about 

415  p-m ,  and  advanced  in  three  lines  at  about  two  hundred 

ymrrls  distance  due  north  on  Chien  Nien-yu  pao<     The  interval 

be^aen  men  wa^  about  two  pace^.     There  were  at  least  two  of 

ilia  companies  of  the  battalion  deployed,  ami   the  compauios  or 

eomfjany  kept  in  reserve  were  not  visible.     At  5  p.m,  they  were 

jieverely  shrapnelied,  hut  still  advanced  steadily  without  halting. 

At  5.15   p.m,    the  advance   by    rupshen   began*      These   rushes 

appeared  to  be  by  Bection'}  or  half  sections,  not  Ibbs,  but,  a^  at 

TQeli-pu4£U,  it  wa6  difficult  to  see  owing  to  the  smoke  and  dust 

eaiu»ed  by   the  Russian  shrapnel.     The  Japanese  succeeded  in 

adrancing  to  about  one  thoui%and  yards  from  tbe  pgsition.  but 

were  not  able  Uj  make  further  progress.     I  could  not  see  the 

attai'k  of  the  two  liattallons  5th  Regiment  from  Tung  Chang- 

cilia- wo*peng,  but  their  advance  wa^i  also  cheeked  at  about  the 

.^me  diaUmce,  and  tljemusketrj*  fire  coming  from  their  dtrectigii, 

which  had  Wen  continuous  for  over  an  Iiour,  ceiiseil  at  5.30  p.m. 

Lieut* General  Tatsunn  had   still  two  battalions  of  reserve 

infantry   at  Tung  Yen-tai-tzu,  which  had   been  aent    him    hy 

General  Oku,  but  he  did  not  proRs  the  attack,  and  the  operations 

of  the  day  eame  to  an  end.     From  5. SO  p.m.  until  dark  then3 

WIS  no  movement  of  troops,  only  strings  of  ammunition  and 

baggage  carts  going  up  the   river  be<]  to   Yueh-pu-tzu»  and 

str«teher  bfart^rs   carrying    the     wounded    back    to    the   field 

hospitab.     The  Russians  occasionallv  dropped  sheUs  into  Yueii- 

pn-izu,   btit   by   6   o'clock  this   had   also   ceased.     The   droops 

riffmained  during  the  night  in  the  positions  occupied,  and  Lieut  - 

General  Tatsutni   and    the  hetid-tjUJirter    staff  took    up   their 

fiuarters  in  ''dug-outs'*  at  a  siindhill  on  the  '^)  bank  of 

tne  river  from  Hei-kou-tai*     Here  the  division  .  one  office 

was  situated  connect ing  with  each  unit  of  the  conimand,  and 

Uie  general  and  staff  had  remained  at  this  spot  during  alt  the 

fighting. 

The   failure    of    this   attack    on    Cliien  Nien-yu^pao   was 

Cobably  due  to  insutHciont  numbers,  as  with  only  tlin^e 
tt^iona  Major*Qeneral  Yo<la,  who  commanded  the  nttaeking 
troopR,  was  unable  to  employ  the  usual  outflank  ing  tactics 
wfaidi  had  succeeded  in  the  case  of  the  3rd  Battnliou 
17di  BegiiD^t  nt  Ytich*pu-tra,     It  made  the  eanyLng  out  of 

•  mo  *t^ong,-*D.  8.  R, 
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Lieui-General  Tatsumi's  original  plan  impossible.  This,  I  was 
informed  at  the  time,  had  been  to  reinforce  the  16th  Brigade 
at  Yueh-pu-tzu  under  Major-Qeneral  Eamada  with  two  battauons 
of  the  Slst  Regiment,  which  were  to  be  sent  back  from  the 
Army  reserve,  where  they  had  been  up  till  now.  After  the 
capture  of  Chien  Nien-yu-pao,  the  16th  Brigade  and  the  two 
battalions  Slst  Regiment  were  to  move  forward  on  Chang-tan. 
These  two  battalions  arrived  from  Kou-tzu-yen*  about  4.30  p.m., 
and  advanced  up  the  river  bed,  halting  south  of  Tueh-pu-tzu. 
During  the  night  they  remained  in  the  river  bed,  and  th^ 
formed  part  of  the  divisional  reserve  under  Lieut-Oeneral 
Tatsumi  during  the  subsequent  marches.  Both  battalions  were 
weak^  one  about  520  and  the  other  600.  In  fact  all  the 
battalions  whose  strength  I  had  an  opportunity  of  estimating 
were  under  700  strong,  the  average  strength  of  companies  being 
about  160  rifles. 

The  result  of  the  operationsf  was  therefore  the  capture  of 
Yueh-pu-tzu  (B  3  S.E.)  and  the  approach  to  a  position  close 
to  Chien  Nien-yu-pao  (B  3  &E.)  The  Russians  still  held  on 
to  this  latter  village  and  to  Chang-tan  (C  3  s.w.)  itself,  but 
by  the  evening  the  9th  Division,  Third  Army,  had  occupied 
Ssu-fang-tai  (B  3  west),  and  the  5th  Division,  Second  Army, 
Wang-chia-wo-peng  (C  3  s.w.),  and  the  Russians,  feeling  their 
position  in  Nien-yu-pao  and  Chang-tan  precarious,  retired  from 
these  villages  during  the  night.  There  was  no  attempt  at  a 
night  attack  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese,  and  the  Russians 
got  away  with  practically  no  loss.  The  number  of  Russian 
prisoners  taken  in  Chang-tan  was  seven. 

Judging  from  the  hasty  entrenchments  at  Tueh-pu-tzu  the 
attack  of  the  8th  Division  came  as  a  surprise  to  the  Russians, 
and  I  do  not  think  they  expected  tl)e  Japanese  to  attack  from 
that  quarter  at  all,  as  all  the  defences  of  Chang-tan  were 
arranged  to  meet  an  attack  from  the  east  and  south-east. 
Though  the  southern  side  of  the  village  was  defended,  it  was 
very  narrow,  and  had  an  attack  been  expected  from  Hei-kou-tai 
one  would  have  thought  the  Russians  would  have  prepared  a 
trench  in  extension  of  the  southern  face.  There  was  no  sign  of 
one.  Like  most  of  the  lar^r  Chinese  villages,  Chang-tan  was 
surrounded  by  a  mud  wall,  with  a  ditch  outside.  This  wall 
and  ditch  had  been  slightly  improved  by  the  Russians,  but  no 
head-cover^  obstacles,  or  communication  trenches  appear  to 
have  been  provided.  This  was  in  marked  contrast  to  Hei-kou- 
tai,  where  the  Japanese  had  managed  to  entrench  themselves  in 
spite  of  the  frozen  soil,  which  was  like  a  rock  down  to  four  or 
five  feet  below  the  surface.  The  difficulty  of  digging  had  been 
got  over  by  burning  heaps  of  manure  on  the  ground,  and 
leaving  it  to  smoulder  for  several  days.  A  large  number  of 
spare  emplacements  for  guns  had  been  made  also  in  this  manner. 

Six  miles  south-east  of  Chang-tan.  f  See  Map  55. 
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Op^rmtwns  of  2nd  MaixL — The  operations  of  the  three  next  Sad  Mnr, 
days  were  of  the  same  general  character,  eonai^ting  of  attacks  on 
the  rillages  held  by  the  Russian  rear  gaards.*  The  Japanese 
atlacka  were  almost  invariably  made  both  in  front  and  dank, 
and  by  the  time  the  detuchtnents  sent  to  outfiank  the  enemy's 
pORition  had  succeeded  in  working  round,  and  the  frontal  attacks 
had  been  fully  developed,  the  Russian  rear  guards  had  geneniUy 
retreated  to  the  next  village-  They  held  the  villages  long 
MBHougb  to  cause  the  Japanese  to  defsloy  for  attack,  and  although 
"ley  never  retired  until  this  attack  had  got  well  under  wi^igh, 

only  ca»e  of  a  rear  guard  holding  on  too  long  waa  on  the 

ling  of  the  Sod  March  when  the  troops  in  Piaoto-tzu  were 

'  by  the  Third  Army.     These  rear  guards  were  always 

utrong  in  artillery,  which  remained  in  action  until  the  last 

aent,  covering  the  retreat  of  the  infantry,  who  generally  got 
away  with  little  lo^a 

Order  of  March. — The  advance   on    the    2nd   March   waa 
oootinuetl  at  daybreak  in  two  columns. 

Left  Column — Major  General  Yoda^trom  Chien  Nien-yu- 
pao,  5th  Regiment  (three  battalions). 
Three  batteries  mountain  artillery 

Mi^t  Cofftmn— Majnr-Qeneral  Kamada — from  Yaeh-pu4zii, 

16th  Infantry   Brigade    (17th  and  32nd 

B^jgiments).    Three  batteries  field  artilltiy. 

ThB  Reserve,  consisting  of  the  Ist  and  Sud  Battalions,  31st 

Keginient,  three  batteries  of  mountain  artilleiy,  one  battery  of 

■ix  captun^d  Hussian  gnxiB,  and  two  battalions  reserve  infantry. 

kft  the  neighbourhood  of  Hei-kou-tai  at  10  a.m.,  with  Lieut.* 

[General  Tateumi  and  the  hcad-qiiarter  stnff. 

Eight  Colurmu — This  column  received  orders  to  croes  the 

iBaTer  Hun,  and,  driving  the  Russians  northward,  to  advance  up 

jUhft  kit  bank  as  far  as  the  village  of  Ma-tou*lan  (C  3  east),  in 

ao*operatiun  with  the  5th  Division  on  its  right*     But  the  5th 

Divuion  had  not  been  able  to  get  as  far  as  had  been  expected, 

and  Ibe  right  column,  on  reactiing  Wang-hsi-tai  {C  3  centre), 

^  waa  fired  on  from  the  opposite  bank,  where  tlie  Russians  wers 

^itiH    holding  out   in    force   in  tlie   village   of    Chouknan-pti 

ith)  against  the  attack  of  the  5th  Division.     All   three 

!,4L. ...  Jim  of  the  32nd  Regiment   wero  therefore  deployal  to 

0UH>perat€  in  this  attack.     The  three  Beld  lotteries  of  the  oolunm 

^  alao   imme  into  actioti.     As  this  attack  took  the  Russians  in 

Cbon*knan-pu  in  flank,  it  matermlly  aided  the  5th  Division  m 

Ihd  eapture  of  the  village.     From  3  p;m.  until  5  p.m»  I  was  able 

to  %tfa  part  of  the  attack  of  tiie  5th   Divisioni  as  some  of  the 

infantry  croeaed  over  to  the  right  bank  above  Chang  tan.     They 

ad%'aj]oed  in  dx  tines,  following  e^ich  other  at  over  three  hundred 

ryarda  di&tonce,  and  the  men  were  extended  to  twenty  paces,     A 

•  See  Map  S&. 
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few  scouts  preceded  the  advance,  following  one  another  at  a 
distance  of  one  hundred  yards.  When  they  reached  the  river 
bank  they  formed  up  in  a  thick  line,  almost  shoulder  to 
shoulder 

About  4  p.m.  the  three  mountain  batteries  and  the  battery 
of  captured  guns,  all  of  which  belonged  to  the  reserve  of  the 
8th  Division,  came  into  action  against  Chou-kuan-pu  from 
behind  a  low  sand-hill  one  mile  north-east  of  Chang-tan.  Their 
fire  was  returned  by  a  Russian  battery  which  left  Chou-kuan-pu 
about  4.15  p.m.,  and,  taking  up  a  position  on  the  river  bank 
north  of  the  villa^,  fired  a  few  salvoes  at  the  Japanese  guns. 
It  never  succeedea  in  getting  the  range,  however,  all  the  shots 
falling  short,  and  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  firing  it  limbered 
up  and  went  north.  Shortly  after  5  p.m.  the  four  batteries  of 
the  reserve  suddenly  ceased  firing,  and  at  the  same  moment  I 
saw  some  of  the  5th  Division  enter  Chou-kuan-pu  from  the 
river,  carrying  a  large  Japanese  flag.  The  Russians  were 
now  in  full  retreat  from  Chou-knan-pu,  and  at  5.30  p.m.  the 
8th  Division  artillery  again  commenced  firing,  this  time  on 
the  road  near  the  left  river  bank  along  which  the  Russians 
were  retreating.  This  fire  was  kept  up  until  dark,  and 
probably  caused  the  Russians  great  loss,  as  it  took  them  in 
flank. 

Left  CoLwmm,. — While  this  was  going  on,  the  left  column 
continued  its  €ulvance  {torn  Chien  Nien-yu-pao  (B  3  S.E.).  But 
owing  to  the  resistance  of  the  Russians  in  Tung  Nien-yu- 
pao,  ling-chia-tzu  (B/C  3)  and  Ho-chia-chuang  (C  3  west),  it 
was  late  in  the  afternoon  before  it  reached  Hsiao  Fa-li-pu-tzu 
(C  3  west),  and  here  it  remained  during  the  night,  sending 
out  outposts  to  Nan  San-tai-tzu  (C  3  west).  The  Russian  rear 
guard  was  in  Piao-to-tzu  (C  3  centre),  while  a  large  force  took 
up  its  quarters  in  Shuang-shu-tun  (G  3  north).  Meanwhile 
the  Third  Army  on  the  left  had  been  pushing  on,  and  a 
detachment  from  the  9th  Division,  which  had  occupied  Pel 
San-tai-tzu  (C  3  west),  attacked  the  Russian  rear  guard  in 
Fiao-to-tzu*in  flank  just  before  dark  This  came  as  a  complete 
surprise  to  the  Russians,  who  were  driven  out  of  the  village 
to  Shuang-shu-tun  with  considerable  loss.  A  stand  had 
been  made  at  some  Chinese  graves  about  half-way  between 
the  two  villages,  while  the  Russians  in  Shuang-shu-tun,  who 
had  settled  down  for  the  night,  hastily  roused  themselves  and 
fled  in  disorder  to  Li-ta-pu  (C  3  N.E.),  where  only  a  short  rest 
could  have  been  obtained  before  they  had  again  to  move  on  at 
dawn  under  the  unceasing  pressure  of  the  Japanese.  When  I 
arrived  at  Shuang-shu-tun  the  next  morning  there  were  signs  that 
a  considerable  number  of  Russians  had  left  in  what  appeared 
to  have  been  a  panic.  Everything  they  could  not  easily  carry 
away  had  been  left  behind,  and  the  ground  was  strewn  with 
almost  every  imaginable  article  of  the  Russian  soldier's  kit. 
The  commonest  thing  of  all   was    the   wadded   quilt,  which 
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PMnjIft  to   be   isstted    to    the    men   either  in   Ilea   ofi  or   ia  I 

^imli^dn  to,  blank^ta    The  thick  felt  boots  worn  by  the  soldiers  I 

bad  b^'en  also  left  to  large  numbers*  I 

I        With    the   exception   of   the   artillery   the   reserve   of    the  | 

r  Slh  Divisbi)  w&s  not  engaged,  and  accordingly  it  remained  in  ' 

tht!  village  of  Ho-diia-chuaog  (C  8  west)  for  the  night.      The 

r  liMd^qiifirtari  of   the   division   abo   remained   in  this  village^  i 

iwliik  the  right  and  left  columns   took   np    their  quariei^    in  I 

I  Wan^'hm.tal  (C  3  centre)  and  Hsiao  Pa-li-pu-tzu  (C  3  west)  I 

r  respeetively.  I 

Thoagb  the  8tb  Division  was  not  heavily  engaged  dariDg  I 

Ibe  2iid  March,  it  was  a  trying  day  for  the  troops,  owing  to  a  fall  I 

of  mow  which  a  cold  piercing  wind  blew  in  the  faces  of  tlie  I 

I       The  caanalties  were  under  50.  I 

I        The  Russian  foroea  opposed  to  the  diTision  consisted   of  the  I 

y  Ist  and  5th  Rifle  Brij^rades,  though  shoulder  straps   of  the  2nd  I 

paild   8rd    Rifle   Brigades   and   of  the  42nd  Division  were  also  ^ 
found,  m  well  as  caps  of  the  43rd.  137th  and  143rd  Regiments. 

L        ^"-         ■"UH  of  'Snl  March. — In  the  early  monring  of  the  3rd  3rd  ! 

rtln"  11  rear  guards  went  in  the  villages  of  Hain-nja^tien* 

(C  3  north),   Shunng-slm-tun   (C    3    north),   and    Ma-tou-lan 

(C  3  east).     The  dispositions  of  tlie  dm^inn  were  similar  to  , 

Ibose  of  the  previous  dny.     The  left  eolumn  was  onlered  to  I 

'            «■  the  pursuit^  and  the  right  column  was  ordered  to  eross  I 

r  and  advance  up  the  left  bank.  I 

I        Left  CUumuu — Thi«  colunin  left  Hsiao  Pa-li-pu4zu  (C  3  west)  I 

|A|Li^.30  auh|  and  passin^^  throui^h   Piao-to-tzu,  captured  by  the  I 

BIId    Division,    Thii'd    Army,   the    previous    evening,   occupied  I 

rShoatig-shu-tun  about  8,^0  a^ui.     After  leaving  this  village   the  I 

I  left  column  was  cons^idcrably  dehiycnl  by  fii'^  from  the  left  bank  I 

wot  the  river,  as  the  Buasians  were  still  in  occupation  of  the  I 

TiUag^es  on  that  bank^  and  it  waa  not  until  11  am*  that  Li4a-pu  I 

(C  3  KX)  was  oocnpied.      The  left  column  was  ngw  well   in  I 

Ladranee  of  the  right   column,  and   as  the  Rusaians   were  in  I 

rconaiderable  strength  on    the   opposite   bank,  and   threatening  I 

to  cut  off  the  column^  it  was  unable  to  get  any  further  until  I 

2  o'clock  in  the  aftemoon.      Tiie    column   then   continued  its  I 

advance    towards   Hou^elaa  pu   (D  3  n,w.),  which   it  reached  I 

abuut  3.30  p.m,  I 

About  4  oVhxsk  a  further  advance  was  made  in  the  direction  I 

of  Ku'cheng  tzu  (D  3  K.w,),  but  the  precaution  of  sending  a  I 

I  flank  guard    to  Ta-tzu-shfin-pu  {D  2/S)  seem^*   to   have  been  I 

I  omitted.     As  a  result  of  this  there  were  no  troop*  in  front  of  I 

Itha  i^eserve  of    the    division,   which    advanced   in   column   of  I 

ft0ute  through   L]-ta*pu  again^^t  Ta*tzu*ahan*pu.     While  in  this  I 

fonnation  they  we^e  fired  on  by  the  artillery  of  the  Russian  I 

p  rear  guard  in  Ta4zU'shan-pu.     The  column  accordingly  at  once  I 

fdipkyed  to  attack  this  village.     To  assist  in  this  attack  the  I 

•  S^  Map  55.  I 
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left  column  deployed  one  battalion  of  the  5th  Regimenfr, 
whilst  another  battalion  of  the  same  r^ment  occupied 
Ku-cheng-tzu.  The  Russian  infantry  in  Ta-tzu-ehan-pu  offered 
only  a  very  slight  resistance,  but  their  artillery  continued  in 
action,  retiring  gradually  to  Wai-chia-pu  (D  2/3). 

The  latter  village  was  defended  by  the  21st  Regiment  of  the 
61st  Division  of  reserves.  Major-General  Yoda  deployed  two 
battalions  of  the  5th  Regiment  to  attack  it  about  6.30  p.nL'  The 
guns  of  the  left  column  and  those  of  the  reserve  came  into 
action  behind  Ta-tzu-shan-pu  and  subjected  Wai-chia-pu  to  & 
severe  bombardment.  The  Russians,  however,  evidently  had 
no  intention  of  holding  it,  as  before  the  Japanese  attack  had 
developed  they  set  fire  to  the  village,  and  retired  to  Tu-tai-tzu 
(D  2  S.B.).  By  8  o'clock  Wai-chia-pu  was  occupied  by  these 
two  battalions  of  the  5th  Regiment,  but  most  of  the  housea  were 
in  flames,  and  the  troops  found  considerable  difficulty  in  getting 
quarters  for  the  night. 

Might  Col/imin. — ^This  column  crossed  the  Hun  River,  and  I 
lost  sight  of  it  for  the  rest  of  the  da}'.  The  following  informa- 
tion was  given  me  by  the  divisional  staff  as  to  the  movements 
of  the  column : — Crossing  the  river  near  Tou-tai-tzu  (C  3  centre)^ 
it  occupied  this  village  without  much  resistance  being  offeree!, 
though  it  was  strongly  defended  by  earthworks.  The  column 
then  reached  Ma-tou-lan  (C  3  eant)  at  10.30  a.m.,  Hsin-kai-ho 
(D  3  west)  at  2  p.m.,  and  La-ta-pu  at  2.30  p.m.,  driving  out  the 
Russian  rear  guards  in  these  villi^gres.  Chang-tang-pu  (D  3  north ), 
however,  was  found  by  the  advanced  guard  to  be  held  by  one 
regiment  of  Russian  infantry  and  two  batteries  of  artillery. 
The  column  did  not  attempt  to  attack  this  village,  but  re-crossed 
the  river  at  La-ta-pu.  Owing  to  the  steepness  of  the  banks, 
the  guns  and  wagons  of  the  column  retraced  their  steps  to  the 
bridge  near  Ma-tou-lan,  where  they  re-crossed.  The  column 
remained  during  the  night  in  Hou-chia-pu  (D  8  N.w.).  Without 
the  divisional  orders  and  reports  it  is  impossible  to  say  in  what 
waj^  this  column  co-operated  with  the  5th  Division,  which  was 
also  moving  up  the  left  bank* 

Divifdonal  Reserve. — The  head-quarters  of  the  division,  with 
the  reserve,  left  Ho-chia-chuang  (C  3  west)  at  6  a.m.,  reaching 
Shuang-shu-tun  at  9.30.  The  left  coliunn  of  the  division  at  this 
hour  was  attacking  Li-ta-pu  (C  3  N.B.),  but  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  river  the  Russians  were  still  as  far  south  as  Ma-tou-lan,  and 
the  right  column,  which  had  crossed  to  the  left  bank  near  Tou- 
tai-tzu  (0  8  centre),  had  not  made  much  progress.  Consequently 
when  the  divisional  reserve  reached  Shuang-shu-tun  they  found 
the  Russians  still  in  possession  of  the  villages  across  the  river.  In 
Yang-fang-shen,  a  village  situated  just  opposite  Shuang-shu-tun^ 
a  detachment  of  Russian  infantry  was  posted,  and  their  fire 
considerably  interfered  with  the  progress  of  the  division. 
Lieut -General    Tatsumi    accordingly,  hiding    that   the   right 

•  See  Report  No.  (7),  page  160. 
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ff^mft  WBS  still  south  of  Ma-toti4ati,  ordered  an  attack  on 
TAOg-fang-elien  with  the  divUional  reserve.  Two  companies  of 
the  Slit  Kegitnent  were  sent  across  the  Hirer  at  9,45  a.m<  to 
ftttM^k  from  the  sou  tit,  while  two  other  companies  (iccupied  a 
stnmll  maund  on  the  right  bank  from  which  to  bring  flank 
tire  to  bear  on  the  village.  But  the  BuBsians  at  10  a.m.  began 
to  retire,  und  by  10.30  a.m»  their  artillery  waa  ahelling  the 
Ytllige  ibey  hftd  just  vacated,  as  well  as  the  two  companies 
lining  the  small  hilL  The  latter,  being  behind  cover,  soffered 
BO  easnaltiefk  At  10.40  a.ni,  the  two  companies  of  the  31st 
B/tpmmxt  which  had  crossed  the  river  entered  the  villa^.  The 
RimiLn  artillery  tire  only  lasted  for  about  fifteen  minntea. 
Wll«D  it  hnd  ceased  the  troops  lining  the  small  hill  formed 
lip  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  and,  joining  the  rest  of  the  divisional 
iiwdive,  left  Shnang-shu-tun  at  11  a.m.  and  followed  the  left 
bftnk  of  tile  river  to  near  Li-ta-pu  (C  3  k.eO- 

After  this  small  action  the  divisional  reserve  proceeded  to 
Iii4a-pu  aloDg  the  river  bank.  The  right  bank  here  waa  about 
lUtiy  feet  high,  and  very  steep.  About  half  way  to  Li-ta-pu  a 
Toaii  hail  been  cut  in  thiA  steep  bank  down  to  the  river,  and 
iln^Mi  were  mguR  thiit  troops  had  crossed  recently  from  the  left 
hank.  The  road  to  Li-ta-pu  then  croraed  a  small  stream  by 
a  badly-constnicted  pilo  bridgej  and  from  now  onwards  there 
urere  many  mark<i  of  a  hasty  retreat.  Li-ta-pu  was  reached 
at  12.15  p,m.,  where  &\Knii  20  wounded  Russians,  chiefly 
belonging  to  the  8th  Army  Corps,  were  found.  It  looked  as 
if  the  Russians  opposite  me  5th  and  4th  Divisions,  Second 
Japftnose  Armyj  were  retiring  to  the  right  bank  to  confront 
the  8lli  Division,  while  the  Rifle  Brigades  wliich  oppoBeil  the 
ath  IM vision  at  Yueh-pn-tzu  on  the  1st  March  went  north 
to  oppose  the  Third  Army.  I  saw  no  more  signs  of  these  Rifle 
Bribes. 

At  4  p.nu  the  divisional  reserve  left  Ld-ta-pu*  At  this  hour 
Ibe  kft  column  was  in  Hou-chia-pn  (D  3  N.w.),  so  that,  as 
iioled  above,  there  were  no  troops  in  front  of  the  divisional 
reserve  advancing  in  column  of  route  to  Ta-tssu-slian-pu  (D  2/3). 
No  tiring  had  Ijeen  henrd  from  this  direction  for  over  an 
hour,  but  tht^  Russians  were  still  in  the  village,  and  four 
bcxniQ  aittllery  guns  were  posted  on  its  northern  side.  The 
colttain  advanced  for  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from 
Li-ta-pn,  when  suddenly  Russian  volleys  were  heard  from  the 
diiwtion  of  Ku-cheng-tzu,  and  u  Kua^^ian  patrol  was  seen 
disappearing  among  the  trees  on  the  river  bank.  The  colnmn 
«l  onee  stopfied,  and  a  staff  officer  and  two  patrols  were  t^ent 
CMlfe  to  roeonnoitre.  Before  they  had  gone  far,  the  Ru^iau 
i  opened  fire,  and  their  shrapnel  began  to  bun^t  in  close 
oximity  to  the  column.  But  before  any  eaau&ltiea  oceurrefli  a 
ipid  deployment  was  made  by  the  infantry,  while  the  dlvtsioiml 
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staff  and  cavalry  escort  scattered  in  a  very  short  time,  and  took 
cover  behind  a  small  clump  of  trees  on  the  left  of  the  road.  The 
artillery  turned  back  to  Li-ta-pu.  Two  companies  1st  Battalion 
31st  Regiment  were  at  the  head  of  the  column  as  escort  to  the 
general,  and  these  deployed  to  the  right  of  the  road  to  about 
three  paces  interval.  The  2nd  Battalion  31st  Regiment  had 
not  yet  left  Li-ta-pu,  so  three  companies  at  once  came  out 
and  deployed  to  the  left  of  the  Li-ta-pu-Ta-tzu-shan-pu  road. 
Each  of  these  three  companies  deployed  two  of  its  three  sections 
to  ten  paces  interval,  the  third  section  of  each  following  in  rear 
of  the  other  two  sections  at  oue  hundred  yards  distance,  but  not 
extended.  The  fourth  company  followed  at  six  hundred  yards 
distance,  moving  at  first  to  the  flank  in  column  of  sections.  As 
soon  as  the  three  leading  companies  had  deployed  two  sections 
each,  and  had  taken  up  the  proper  alignment  and  direction,  the 
third  section  of  each  company  extended  also,  and  reinforced  the 
other  two,  filling  up  the  intervals  between  men.  This  must 
have  mixed  up  the  sections  considerably,  and  is  not  what 
Japanese  officers  tell  me  is  the  usual  mode  of  reinforcing. 
However,  in  this  case  it  was  done.  The  line  must  have  been 
about  three  thousand  yards  long,  but  I  could  not  see  how  far  it 
stretched.  While  this  deployment  was  going  on,  two  battalions 
of  reserve  infantry  came  up  from  in  rear,  and  moved  off  along 
the  road  to  Hsiao-tza-shan-pu,*  which  was  reached  shortly  after 
5  o'clock. 

After  the  first  few  salvoes  the  Russian  guns  north  of  Ta-tzu- 
shan-pu  limbered  up  and  retired  to  Wai-chia-pu,  where  they  took 
up  a  new  position,  and  fired  on  the  Japanese  in  Ta-tzu-shan-pu. 
The  divisional  commander  and  the  artillery  of  the  divisional 
reserve  left  Li-ta-pu  for  the  second  time  at  5.30  p.m.,  reaching 
Ta-tzu-shan-pu  shortly  after  6  o'clock.  It  seems  probable  that 
if  the  Russians  had  allowed  the  column  to  advance  from  Li-ta-pu 
for  another  one  thousand  yards  before  opening  fire,  or  if  they  had 
made  uhc  of  rapid  fire,  lieut.-General  Tatsumi's  column  would 
have  suffered  very  considerably.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there  were 
no  casualties.  Wai-chia-pu  was  attacked  by  the  left  column  as 
already  described.  The  head-quarters  of  the  division  remained 
during  the  night  in  Ta-tzu-shan-pu. 

Mar.  Operations  of  4iih  March. — This  day  was  the  last  day  of 

pursuit  until  the  main  Russian  army  retired  on  the  9th.  The 
advance  was  much  slower  than  on  the  two  previous  days,  and 
the  distance  covered  was  only  about  six  or  seven  miles.  As  the 
right  column,  under  Major-General  Kamada,  had  re-crossed  from 
the  left  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Hun  River  on  the  previous  day, 
and  formed  up  in  Hou-chia-pu  (D  3  N.w.)f  behind  the  divisional 
reserve,  the  8th  Division  was  now  in  one  column,  with  the  4th 

*  One  mile  north-west  of  Ta-tzn-than-pn.  f  See  Map  55. 
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Brigade,  noder  Major-Oeneral  Yoda,  leading,    Tbe  dbiribntion 
of  the  division  waa  as  follows  :~ 

Adv&tieed  guard : — 

Vanguard — 

Half  a  section  of  the  8ih  Cavalry  BegimenL 
Ist  Battalion  Slat  Infantry  Regiment. 
1  oompauj  Bth  Engineer  Battalion 
1  batUiy  mountain  artillery, 

Hainguard— ' 

2nd  BattalioQ  5th  Infantry  Kaginient. 
3  liaiteries  monntain  artillery. 
3  batteries  field  artillery. 

Right  flank  guard — 

1  section  8 til  Cavalry  Regiment. 

2nd  Battalion  31st  Infantry  Regiment. 

1  battery  mountain  artillery. 

Left  flank  gnard — 

1  section  8th  Cavalry  Regiment 
1st  Battalion  5tli  Infantry  Regiment, 
3rd  Baltalion  5th  Infantry  Regiment. 
1  batteiy  mountain  artillery. 

Main  body  of  divlaion— 

Idtn  Infantry  Brigade 

Oceupati&n  of  Tu^tai-tziu — The  advanced  troops  left  Wai- 
ita-pu  (D  2  south)  at  6  a.m,,  and  came  suddenly  upon  the 
^RuBHUns  in  the  morning  fog,  strongly  entrenched  in  the  village 
of  Tu-iai-tzu  (D  2  east).  This  village  Mraa  a  much  stronger 
LTJUag^  for  defence  than  any  I  have  yet  Heen  tin  the  right  bank  of 
"lia  Hun,  and  the  Russians  offered  a  mot^  stubborn  resistance 
any  they  had  made  since  the  1st  March.  The  bank  which 
Ily  encircles  Chinese  villages  had  been  thickened,  and  a 
Dch  about  seven  to  eight  feet  deep,  with  almost  perpendicular 
hid  been  dug  outside,  evidently  before  the  winter  set 
Though  the  ditch  was  only  about  ten  feet  wide,  it  was 
limposaible  to  leap  it^  as  the  bank  sloped  very  steeply  from  tlie 
|ftmt  to  the  Imttom  of  the  ditch,  the  frozen  earth  standing  at  the 
st  pOBsible  slope  and  giving  no  foothold.  The  banks  were 
"  fo«r  to  five  feet  high  and  not  looi'iholed. 

By  8.30  a.m*  the  attack  had  developed.  The  mountain 
artillery  of  the  vanguanl  and  right  flank  guard  came  into  action 
south-itost  of  Wai-chia*pu,  and  the  attack  was  made  by  Uie 
Ut  Ruttalion  31st  Regiment  directly  against  the  village  of 
Tu*taa-tzu,  while  the  1st  Battalion  5th  Regiment,  concealed  to  a 
eertain  extent  by  some  clumps  of  trees,  ndvanced  against  the 
iRoaaiaii  right.  The  Russians  were  ^^reatly  Jissistetl  by  tire  from 
iha  opposite  bank  of  the  River  Hun,  which  delayed  the  J«pane8e 
advaaoe  conaiderabty.  The  Russian  rear  guard  did  not  make 
a  Huceessful  retreat  as  usuah  probably  owing  to  the  fact 

IS.  % 
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that  it  was  surprised  in  the  morning  mist,  which  was  always 
very  thick  just  as  it  was  getting  light.  The  Japanese  were 
within  six  hundred  yards  of  the  village  when  they  were  dis- 
covered, but  they  were  almost  as  much  surprised  as  the  Russians. 
The  latter  left  from  40  to  50  killed  and  wounded  in  the  village, 
besides  an  officer  and  over  30  men  who  were  taken  prisoners.  A 
number  of  casualties  were  caused  during  the  Russian  retreat  to 
the  next  village.  The  retreating  troops  followed  the  line  of  the 
small  stream,  which  was  very  well  marked  out  by  the  trees  and 
bushes  on  its  banks,  and  made  a  good  mark  for  the  Japanese 
gunners  to  range  on.  Their  practice  was  very  good^  judging  by 
the  number  of  shells  which  lay  about  on  the  ice,  and  by  the 
number  of  Russians  lying  dead  in  and  near  the  bed  of  the 
stream.  From  15  to  20  Japanese  were  killed  in  the  attack, 
chiefly  at  a  range  of  about  five  hundred  yards  from  the  village. 

Occupation  of  Nvng-kua/a-'tun  and  Yu-li/n-pw.* — The  oppo- 
sition encountered  in  the  next  two  villages,  Ta  Tu-shu-pu  and 
Hsiao  Tu-shu-pu,  was  not  great,  but  delay  was  caused  by  two 
batteries  of  Russian  artillery  near  the  village  of  Mo-chla-pu, 
which  took  the  advance  in  flfiuik  at  a  range  of  3,000  yanls. 
However,  the  Japanese  pushed  on,  and  by  11  a.m.  both  villages 
were  occupied  by  the  advanced  troopa  At  12  noon  an  order 
was  received  by  Major-General  Toda  to  advance  through 
Tu-lin-pu  (D/E  2)  to  Ean-kuan-tun  (E  2  west  centre)  with  the 
vanguaxd  of  his  force,  and  with  the  left  flcmk  guard  to  advance 
through  Ning-kuan-tun  (D  2  east)  and  Yang-shih-tun  (D  2  east) 
to  Liu-kuan-tun.  To  the  north-east  of  the  two  villages  (D  2  east) 
of  Ta  Tu-shu-pu  and  EDsiao  Yu-shu-pu  lies  a  railway  embank- 
ment, constructed  by  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway  C!ompany 
before  it  was  decided  to  run  the  railway  close  to  Mukden.  It 
runs  generally  in  a  south-east  direction  from  near  the  village 
of  Ta-tzu-pu  (D  2  N.W.),  but  east  of  Hsiao  Yu-shu-pu  it  bends 
towards  the  south  to  the  bridge  across  the  Hun  River  near 
Mo-chia-pu.  From  this  bend  to  the  river  the  embankment  was 
defended  by  the  Russians,  and  the  right  flank  guard  was  unable 
to  advance,  being  heavily  fired  on  by  about  three  companies  of 
infantry  on  the  embankment,  as  well  as  by  the  two  batteries  at 
Mo-chia-pu.  Accordingly  it  halted  till  9.30  p.m.,  when  it  joined 
the  main  force  of  Major-General  Yoda's  colunm  behind  the 
embankment  on  the  road  from  Hsiao  Yu-shu-pu  to  Yu-lin-po. 
Meanwhile  the  left  flank  guard  pushed  on,  and  meeting  with  veiy 
little  resistance^  crossed  the  railway  embankment  near  Ssu-chia* 
tun  and  occupied  Ning-kuan-tun  about  4  p.m.,  in  co-operation 
with  a  detachment  of  the  9th  Division,  Tliird  Army.  The 
vanguard  of  Major-Oeneral  Yoda's  force  (1st  Battalion  Slat 
Regiment)  reached  Yu-lin-pu  about  the  same  time. 

It  had  been  learned  from  Chinese  spies  that  the  Russian  line 
of  defensive  works  was  near  the  railway  line  close  to  Mukden, 

*  For  these  operatioiiB,  tie  alio  Map  59. 
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m  the   Btti  Division  contmtied   to   push  ob  to  Kan>kuao-ttiQ 
Tang  shih*taa    The  dispositiotig  taken  up  by  5  p.m,  wei^ 
foOow^ : — 

ArtUlery^ — 

4  lotteries    mountaia    artillery    on    sand- hills    east     of 

Hsiao  yu'shu-pu. 
^  batteries  mount ain  artillery  in  Yu-lin  pu. 
2  batteries  field  artillety  in  front  of  embiinknieDt* 
I  b  litery  (6  guns)  ci^ptured  guns  in  fi"ont  of  embankment. 
1  battery  field  artillery  in  Ning-kuan-tun. 

Infantry  — 

Utand  3rtl  Battalions  5tb  Eegiment  in  Ning-kuan*tun. 
Ist  Battalion  31st  Regiment  in  Yu-lin  pu. 
2nd    Battalion    Slat    Regiment   and    2nd    Battalion    5th 
Regiment  behind  embankment. 

The   rest   of   the  Sth   DiviBioo   was    in   Ssu-ehia-tiin   and 
fTiiiao  Yn-ehu-pu. 

First  Atkick  on  Yang-skih-lun  and  Kthn-kii(in4Hn. 

Th«  attack   l>egan   with  an  artillery  liontbardment  of   the 
ihre«e    villagers    (E   2    weM),    Kan-kuan-tun,    Sba-to-tzu,    and 
t Mo-'  wliich  was  replied  to  by  two  batteries  at  Mo-chia-pu, 

lOCie  \    north    of  8ha-to-tzUt   and   one    battery  south   of 

ISlui*lo-t/.ii,  but   i\w    Rximinn   artillery  was  steadily  reinforcal 
'from  now  on  wards.     Tho  battericHi  near    Mo-chin -pu  gave  par- 
ticular tfouble  owing  to  their  flanking  fire*      The  5th  Division 
^  "11  ejt]K>(*twl  by   the  late  afternoon,   but  they  were  ntdl 

1  ^itid  in  Tn-tai'txu  (D  2  8-E.),  and  m   the^e  battt^riLis  at 

^iif>ehia-pu  continued  to  obetruct  the  progre^ol  the  8th  Division, 
One  of  tlie  two  mountain  batteries  whieh  had  poshed  on  to 
Ya-tin-pu  received  a  very  sever©  bonibanlnient  from  tf»ese 
l<it^  ■■\4  from  the  batteries  at  Sha-to-txu.     All  the  hordes 

wrr-  ;uid  it  Was  pufr  out  of  action.     The  other  mountain 

batterj^  ifiKjk  up  a  position  north-west  of  Yu-Hn-[)U,  where  it 
was  screened  from  the  Ruasian  artillery  to  a  certain  extent 
.  In  the  nii^dit  time  emplacements  were  made  for  this  battery  out 
taken  from  houfies  in  Yu-lin*pu,  as  well  aa  Biin<lhagg, 
I  Invxes  and  anything  whidi  gave  cuver*  I  saw  a 
rauii  of  Russian  uniform  filled  with  earth  and  bricka  used  in 
[this  emjihieemmit*  The  battel^  was  within  1,300  yards  of  the 
•  Kusf^ian  infantry  in  Kan-kuan-tun  and  2,.700  yards  of  the 
^      ^      battery  at  Sha*to-t^u.     Thia  battery  waa  1^  ter  on  joined 

The  left  column  in  crossing  the  embankment  and  advancing 

rOit  Ning-kuan  tun  waa  al^o  heavily  shrapnd led  by  these  RuBui an 

'» batteries,  but  little  danmgt^  resulted.     Aa  it  was  now  getting 

late*  the   infantry  attack  was  not  pushed   on  against  Yang- 

fthih-tun  and  Kan-kuan-tun,  but  the  troops  oceunit^d  themRilviss 

in  rtrengthening  their  ponilione  id  Yu-lin^ f^u  and  Ning-kuan*tun^ 
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while  scouts  were  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  vicinity  of  Tang- 
shih-tun  and  Ean-kuan-tun. 

Lieut.-General  Tatsumi  and  the  divisional  staff  took  up 
their  quarters  in  Hsiao  Yu-shu-pu. 

Operations  from  5ih  to  8th  March. — ^The  Russian  retreat 
had  now  ended,  and  the  8th  Division  during  the  next  four  days 
brought  up  all  available  men  and  guns^  and  attacked  them  in 
the  fortified  villages  of  Tang-sbih-tun  and  Kan-kuan-tun,  again 
and  again  with  the  greatest  determination.  All  the  attacks 
ended  in  failure,  but  though  Lieut.-General  Tatsumi  failed  to 
break  through  the  line  and  reach  the  railway  south  of  Mukden, 
his  energetic  attacks  caused  the  Russians  to  reinforce  these 
villages  heavily  with  men  and  guns,  which  otherwise  might 
have  been  used  to  repel  General  Nogi*s  Army,  or  to  penetrate 
between  it  and  the  Second  Army. 

Defensive  Works  at  Kan-kuan-tun  and  Yang-shih-tun* — 
The  Russian  defensive  works  in  these  villages,  though  not  so 
elaborate  as  those  at  Liao-yang,  were  nevertheless  strong  and 
well  concealed.  The  ground  in  front  of  the  villages  is  typical 
of  the  kind  of  country  over  which  the  Japanese  had  to  attack 
from  one  village  to  another.  Though  the  ground  was  flat  for 
the  most  part,  hollow  roads,  Chinese  graves,  low  banks  and 
slight  undulations,  gave  a  certain  amount  of  cover  to  the 
attacking  troops,  who  took  advantage  of  it  to  the  fullest  extent 
It  was  not,  however,  nearly  sufficient  for  the  troops  engaged, 
who  brought  up  sandbags,  and  attempted,  unsuccessfully,  to 
make  cover  by  scraping  up  the  frozen  surface  of  the  ground 
with  the  entrenching  shovel.  The  field  of  fire  in  front  of  the 
villages  was  therefore  excellent,  and  all  the  trees  which  inter- 
fered with  this  fire  had  been  cut  down.  The  most  striking 
thing  in  the  defensive  works  was  the  skill  shown  in  their 
concealment.  The  folds  of  the  ground  had  been  utilized  to  the 
fullest  extent,  both  as  cover  and  for  concealing  the  works, 
which  were  almost  invisible  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards. 

Kan-kuan-tun.^ — ^At  the  south  comer  of  Ean-kuan-tun, 
and  slightly  in  advance  of  it,  was  a  small  infantry  redoubt  A, 
with  a  perimeter,  excluding  gorge,  of  40  yards,  and  a  command 
of  6  feet. 

A  parapet  and  trench  B,  of  similar  command,  continued  the 
line  for  200  yards  to  the  north-west.  In  front  of  this  trench  a 
line  of  abattis  had  been  laid,  and  another  parapet  C,  of  the 
same  length  but  of  slightly  different  trace,  continued  the  line 
still  further  to  the  north-west.  The  line  was  now  carried  on 
by  a  parapet  D  made  of  bean-cakes  evidently  placed  where  it 
was  to  distract  the  attention  of  the  Japanese  from  the  other 
trenches,  as  from  a  distance  it  looked  like  a  conspicuous  sand- 
bag parapet.     The  rest  of  the  defences  consisted  of  the  wall 

^  £^00  Map  59.  t  See  sketch  opposite. 
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diieli  surrounding  fcli6  vilJiige.  At  the  southem  aide  of 
the  vill»g<!)  H  conapictionH  trench  E  had  b€©n  dug  about  one 
hundred  yards  from  tho  redoubt  and  main  trench.  This  also 
looked  as  if  it  hafl  been  made  in  ordei*  to  deceive  the  Japaneaa 
M  to  the  poBition  of  the  firing  tine,  ag  it  showed  tto  traces  of 
bmrii^  been  occupied. 

JiSi-kmin4un.^ — Between  Kan-knan-tun  and  Yang-shih-tun 
lay  another  group  of  honieH  called  Fii*kuan-tnn,  with  a  line 
of  tftnchi>f*  in  front  of  it  ulx^ut  ^Ot>  yards  long,  one  of  which 
had  DO  parapet,  the  men  firing  from  tho  level  of  the  ground 
TIks  earth  from  the  trench  had  been  heaped  np  behind  to  make 
a  Ijackground  to  conceal  the  heads  of  the  men  firing.  The 
fittnken  road  near  the  village  bad  also  been  turned  into  a 
parapet,  and  eaeli  man  in  th*j  firing  line  had  hollowed  ont  far 
himaslfa  niche  in  the  bank,  in  which  he  waa  perfectly  safe, 
ewn  from  iiigh-aagle  shr&pnel,  though  not  of  course  from  high- 
ezploaive  ahelL 

Yon^j*8hih-tu7i. — Yang-shih* tun  harl  a  small  redoubt  in  front 
of  iti  of  aearly  tht;  same  type  lis  the  one  at  Kan-kuan-tun,  but 
with  a  comrQand  of  three  and  a  half  instead  of  ^ix  feet,  and  a 
perimeter,  exeludiog  gorge,  of  150  yarda.  Tim  redoubt  ww^ 
8tr«ngtheneil  by  parapeta  60  yards  long  on  each  .^ic|e  of  it, 
and  abattis  and  military  pii8  were  ti^ed  an  obetaclo.")  in  front. 
The  hollow  road  on  the  northern  sido  of  the  village  had  been 
defended  for  about  500  yardji,  and  the  reel  of  the  defeneei 
entmEU^l  of  the  village  wall 

Inclnding  redoubts  and  trenches,  the  line  of  defence  of  the 
two  TiUagea  waa  about  2,500  yards  long. 

On  Uie  left  of  the  RoBsian  line,  looking  towards  the  Japanese, 
lay  the  two  villaj^es  of  Sha-to-tssu  (Hsia  Sha^to-fzu,  and  Shang 
Sha-to-t2u),  defended  by  well -concealed  r^oubte,  and  on  the 
mht,  about  1,600  yards  to  the  north-east,  quite  in  the  open 
With  no  villagtH  near,  was  another  infantry  redoubt  with  a 
pcnim'ti.T,  excluding  gorge*  of  100  yards.  Neither  this  redoubt 
nortbe  vitlfigtNS  of  Sha'to-tzu  were  attacked  by  the  8th  l>i vision. 
The  distance  of  Kan«kiian-tun  and  Yang*shih-tun  from  Mukden 
city  is  about  Reven  miles. 

All  th«*  def«*ncea  of  these  three  villagea  had  been  c<  ;  1 

«o  a($  to  be  mutually  supporting.     Milit-aiy  pita  and  nhn\  re 

ihe  only  form  of  obstacles,  and  they  were  only  used  in  front  of 
the  two  redoubts.  The  garrisons  of  the  redoubts  and  trenches 
lived  in  unrlergnmml  shelters  inside  the  redoubts,  and  behiml 
the  traicliei^i  eomntunication  trtinehes  led  to  thi'se  frr^u  the  rt'ar. 
The  Wicrvca  wer©  in  the  deep  trench  in  rtjar  of  the  village. 
Hea4-eover  waa  provided  in  the  trenches,  thougli  mH  in  the 
redoubta.  by  forming  loopholes  with  bricks,  sods,  ammntiiiion 
bodtea,  ic,  but  there  was  no  example  of  overhead  cover  for  th« 
men  in  the  firing  line. 

*  Sm  Map  ^d. 
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i  Mar.  Second  Attack  on  Kan-kuam^tun  and  Tang-MJi-iwft,^ — Tbb 

attack  which  had  been  discontinued  the  previous  evening  was 
ordered  to  take  place  on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  lieat-G^oeiml 
Tatsumi's  plan  was  to  make  a  holding  attack  upon  Elan-kaan- 
tun  and  Sha-to-tzu  with  two  battalions  in  Yu-lin-pu,  while  the 
main  attack  was  made  upon  Yang-shih-tun  with  the  troops 
in  Ning-kuan-tun,  consbting  of  the  1st  and  3rd  Battalions  5th 
Regiment  and  the  17th  and  32nd  Begiments ;  these  two  latter 
had  culvanced  to  Ning-kuan-tun  during  the  night. 

From  about  3  to  4  a.m.  a  little  musketry  was  heard  from  the 
direction  of  Kan-kuan-tun,  caused  by  the  Russians  firing  on  the 
•Japanese  patrols,  who  had  advanced  very  close  to  the  works. 
The  musketry  was  independent,  and  not  volley-firing,  which 
the  Russians  appear  to  be  giving  up.  At  7  a.m.,  as  the  patrols 
became  visible  to  the  Russians  in  the  early  morning  mist,  the 
musketry  began  again,  and  continued  till  9.30  a.m.  The 
Japanese  replied  to  this  fire  from  Yu-Iin-pu,  as  they  wished 
the  Russians  to  think  that  the  attack  was  coming  from  that 
quarter. 

ArtiUery  Preparation, — ^At  8  a.m.  the  Japanese  artillery 
began  firing  at  the  Russian  guns  near  Sha-to-tzu.  The  latter 
had  been  reinforced  since  the  previous  evening,  and  they 
continued  to  be  steadily  reinforced  during  the  day.  The 
5th  Division,  to  which  was  assigned  the  task  of  attacking 
Mo-chia-pu,  was  still  far  behind,  so  the  Russian  batteries  at 
Mo-chia-pu  were  able  to  bring  a  very  deadly  enfilade  fire 
against  the  8th  Division  guns.  These  were  unable  to  stand 
up  against  it,  and  after  attempting  a  change  of  position  on  the 
sand-hill  to  protect  themselves  from  this  fire,  a  change  which 
exposed  them  to  enfilade  fire  from  Sha-to-tzu,  they  left  the 
sand-hill  altogether  and,  crossing  the  embankment,  came  into 
action  about  twenty  yards  on  the  far  side  of  it.  They  were 
now  comparatively  saie  from  fire  from  the  batteries  at  Mo- 
chia-pu,  but  the  embankment  made  an  excellent  target  for 
the  Russians  to  range  on,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  5th 
a  continuous  bombardment  was  kept  up  on  the  Japanese  guns 
by  the  Russian  artillery  near  Sha-to-tzu.  The  practice  of  the 
Russian  artillery  was  excellent.  Having  the  range  exactly,  it 
was  able  to  search  both  sides  of  the  embankment  very  thoroughly, 
and  on  this  occasion  it  concentrated  its  fire  steadily  on  the  same 
target,  instead  of  constantly  changing  the  objective  in  the  usual 
manner.  We  found  afterwards  several  hundreds  of  shells 
lying  near  the  embankment,  and  there  was  scarcely  a  square 
yard  that  had  not  a  shrapnel  bullet  lying  on  it  The  Russian 
batteries  at  Mo-chia-pu,  finding  that  tiie  Japanese  guns  had  left 
the  sand-hill,  began  to  concentrate  their  fire  on  Hsiao  Yu-shu-pu, 
where  Lieut.-Qeneral  Tatsumi's  head-quarters  were,  and  on  the 
ground  between  the  villages  over  which  reinforcements  might  be 
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[ttspecled  to  adTBtice.  Thia  fire  had  the  effect  of  keeping  every- 
'oti«  in  Hsifto  Yu-ahu-pu  under  cover  hut  did  not  interfere  with 
I  the  infiuitry  rr^serves  coDcetded  behiod  the  sand-hills.  In  spite 
I  of  tJiQ  heavy  fire  which  these  b&tterteB  brought  ta  bear  upon 
I  ihe  viUage  during  the  morning  and  early  aftertiooB,  I  saw  no 
fetanalfciefiat  all 

Infantry  jl<ivtzti/?(?,  — Tlie  advance    of  the    infantry   from 

Ntng-ktian*tan    began   about    9.30    a.m.      The    1st    and    Srd 

fiat^ions  5th  Regiment  moved  forward  against  Tang-shih-tun, 

'  following  the  line  of  the  roadie  between  Ning-kuan-tuti  an<l  that 

fvilhigtf,     Tlie   Ist  Battalion   17th  Regiment,  deploying  at  the 

I  aotstVeaat    comer    of    Ning-kuan-tun,   advjincod    ngainat    the 

laotitbem  side  of  Yang -shih* tun,  wliilo  the  2nd  Battalion  H2nd 

'Begiment  moved    against   Fu-kuan-tun,   on   the   right  of  tlie 

'  l»t  Battalion  of  the  17th  Regiment.     No  opposition  was  at  first 

mtoantere<J*      Tlie    RtiEsians    almost   invariably   open   fire   at 

I  l.ilOO  yards,  and  as  the  infantry  advanced  without  beinjr  fired 

n,  it  seemed  as  if  the  Russians  ha*l  already  retireci     Seeing 

rte  ajiparent  succeaa  of  the  attack,  Major-Ceneral  Yixla  ordered 

ihe  2nd  Battalion  .ith  Regiment,  behind  tlie  .<^Qdhill  near  Hsiao 

^u-fihu'pu,  to  advance  across  the  embankment  to  Yu-lin-pu,  and 

ast  about  the  time  this  battalion  began  to  move  off,  the  left 

itaek  arrived  within  700  yards  of  Yang-shih-tun  and  Fu-kuim- 

in.      Sttildenly  a  heavy  fire  opened  from  the  Russian  Irnea 

'  Japaneae  infantry,  a<ivancing  over  the  open  ground,  aufiered 

Bver&ly,  and  being  unable  to  get  on^  fell  hack  a  short  distance. 

llie  17th  to  a  small  stream,  and  the  1st  and  *'}nl    B^ittalion!) 

Ith  Ri^giment  t*>  Sf>me  broken  ground  about  800  yards  from 

rang-Hbih-tun,  and  in  line  with  this  stream.     The  attack  of  tlie 

od   Battnlifm   32tid   Regiment   met  with   no   better   Ibrtune. 

aen  the  Riissian  tire  began,  they  were  about  1.000  yardn  from 

lan-knan-ttin,  hut  they  Sfuceeaded  by  rapid  rushes  in  atlvancing 

nother  two  hundred  yards  or  so  to  a  [josition  in   line   with 

fu-Iin-py.     Here  they  renmrned,  while  reinforcements  followe«l 

quick  succession  to    the  ?ame   spot.     These   reinforcements 

to  soiler  very  little  during  their  advaJice.     They  were 

tU*nfled   to  at    leaat  five    paces,  and    moved   veiy   rapidly, 

itinuing  the  reinforcement  till  about  12  noon* 

At  this  hour  Major*General   Yoda  received  a  report  from 

Majtii'-Crenoral  Kamada,  the  commander  of  the  tnxjps  in  Ning- 

kuan4un,  to  say  thsit  as  the  enemy  iit  Yang-shih-tuu  appeared 

to  be  retiring,  he  proposed   to  attack  oncu  more»  and  asking  if 

M^i^r General  Yoda  would  detach  part  of  the  3 1st  Regiment  in 

1   .  lin-pu  to  CQ*operate  in  this  attack      A   reply  wnw  sent  Iwick 

lo  H'.iy  tliat  the  orders  were  to  co-ope ratt?  with  und  a*<8»st  the 

5th  l)ivision  in  their  attiick  on   Sha4o-txu,  and  that,  as  the 

enemy  was  in  considerable  strength  nt  this  place,  it  wa^  not 

possible   to  detach   aj)y   more   troops.     The  combined  attack, 

therefore,  did  not  take  place  at  this  stage.     Major-General  Yotia, 

however,   in  case   the   31st  uliould  later  on   advance  agninst 
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Second  Attdck  on  Kcm-kuanrtun  cmd  Ycmg-ahih-tv/n.* — ^The 
attack  which  had  been  discontinued  the  previous  evening  was 
ordered  to  take  place  on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  lieut-G^eral 
Tatsumi's  plan  was  to  make  a  holding  attack  upon  Ean-kuan- 
tun  and  Sha-to-tzu  with  two  battalions  in  Tu-lin-pu,  while  the 
main  attack  was  made  upon  Tang-shih-tun  witli  the  troops 
in  Ning-kuan-tun,  consisting  of  the  1st  and  3rd  Battalions  5th 
Regiment  and  the  17th  and  32nd  Regiments ;  these  two  latter 
had  advanced  to  Ning-kuan-tun  during  the  night. 

From  about  3  to  4  a.m.  a  little  musketry  was  heard  from  the 
direction  of  Klan-kuan-tun,  caused  by  the  Russians  firing  on  the 
•lapanese  patrols,  who  had  advanced  very  close  to  the  works. 
The  musketry  was  independent,  and  not  volley-firing,  which 
the  Russians  appear  to  be  giving  up.  At  7  a.m.,  as  the  patrols 
became  visible  to  the  Russians  in  the  early  morning  mist,  the 
musketry  began  again,  and  continued  till  9.30  a.m.  The 
Japanese  replied  to  this  fire  from  Tu-lin-pu,  as  they  wished 
the  Russians  to  think  that  the  attack  was  coming  from  that 
quarter. 

ArtiUery  Preparation, — ^At  8  a.m.  the  Japanese  artillery 
began  firing  at  the  Russian  guns  near  Sha-to-tzu.  The  latter 
had  been  reinforced  since  the  previous  evening,  and  they 
continued  to  be  steadily  reinforced  during  the  day.  The 
5th  Division,  to  which  was  assigned  the  task  of  attacking 
Mo-chia-pu,  was  still  far  behind,  so  the  Russian  batteries  at 
Mo-chia-pu  were  able  to  bring  a  very  deadly  enfilade  fire 
against  the  8th  Division  guns.  These  were  unable  to  stand 
up  against  it,  and  after  attempting  a  change  of  position  on  the 
sand-hill  to  protect  themselves  from  this  fire,  a  change  which 
exposed  them  to  enfilade  fire  from  Sha-to-tzu,  they  left  the 
sand-hill  altogether  and,  crossing  the  embankment,  came  into 
action  about  twenty  yards  on  the  far  side  of  it.  They  were 
now  comparatively  safe  from  fire  from  the  batteries  at  Mo- 
chia-pu,  but  the  embankment  made  an  excellent  target  for 
the  Russians  to  range  on,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  5th 
a  continuous  bombardment  was  kept  up  on  the  Japcmese  guns 
by  the  Russian  artillery  near  Sha-to-tzu.  The  practice  of  the 
Russian  artillery  was  excellent.  Having  the  range  exactly,  it 
was  able  to  search  both  sides  of  the  embankment  very  thoroughly, 
and  on  this  occasion  it  concentrated  its  fire  steadily  on  the  same 
target,  instead  of  constantly  changing  the  objective  in  the  usual 
manner.  We  found  afterwards  several  hundreds  of  shells 
lying  near  the  embankment,  and  there  was  scarcely  a  square 
yard  that  had  not  a  shrapnel  bullet  lying  on  it.  The  Russian 
batteries  at  Mo-chia-pu,  finding  that  tiie  Japanese  guns  had  left 
the  sand-hiU,  began  to  concentrate  their  fire  on  Hsiao  Yu-shu-pu, 
where  Lieut.-General  Tatsumi's  head-quarters  were,  and  on  the 
ground  between  the  villages  over  which  reinforcements  might  be 
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to  Advance,  This  fire  had  the  effect  of  keeping  every- 
mie  in  %iao  Yti-ehu-pu  under  cover  hut  did  not  interfere  with 
^tb©  iafaQt^  reserves  concealed  behind  the  sand-hillB,  In  spite 
of  Uia  heavy  fire  which  these  batteries  bronght  tu  bear  upon 
the  village  during  the  morning  and  early  af^mocm,  I  snw  no 
casualties  at  all 

Infantry  Advfmee. —Thft  advance    of  the    infantry   frcjtn 

^'        '  nan4un    l»egan   about    9.30    a.m.      The    1st    and    3rd 

ns  5th  Heginient  raoved  forward  ngiiiost  Yang-shih-tim, 

folKtwmg  the  line  of  the  roads  between  Ning~kuan*tun  an<l  that 

'viUa^je.     The    Ist  Battaliofi   17th   Regiment,  deploying  at  the 
iw>tiih-eadt    corner    of   Ning-kuan-tun,  advanced    against    the 

Lsontbimi  side  of  Yang -shih- ton,  v^hile  the  2nd  Battalion  1^2 nd 
^ni^nt  moved  against  Fu-kuan-tun,  on  the  right  of  the 
l8t  BaitaUon  of  the  17th  Regiment  No  opposition  was  at  first 
ruconntered.  The  Ru&sians  almost  invariably  open  fire  at 
1,500  yards,  and  as  the  infantry  advanced  without  being  fired 
on,  it  seemed  as  if  the  Russians  ha^l  already  retired.  Seeing 
the  apparent  success  of  the  attack »  Major*General  Yoda  orderoil 
th^  Snd  Battalion  5th  Regiment,  behind  the  sandhill  near  Hsiao 
Yn-ifthu-pu,  to  advance  acros*!  the  embankment  to  Yu-lin-pu.and 
just  about  the  time  this  battalion  began  to  move  off,  the  left 
attaek  arrived  within  700  yards  of  Yang-shih4un  and  Fn-kuan- 
Suddenly  a  heavy  fire  opened  from  the  Russian  lines. 
i  aneae  infantry,  advancing  over  the  open  gmund,  siifferefl 

V,  and  being  wnable  to  get  on,  fell  hiick  a  short  distance, 
the  17th  to  a  small  stream,  and  the  1st  and  ^^rd  Battalions 
5th  Rc^giment  to  some  broken  ground  about  800  yarrls  from 
Yang-Hliih'tun,  and  in  line  with  thia  streAm.  The  attack  of  the 
Jtnd  Battalion  32rid  Regiment  met  with  no  better  fortune. 
the  Russian  tire  began,  they  were  about  1 ,000  j^ards  from 
Kan-knan-tun,  but  they  succeeded  by  rapid  rushes  in  advancing 
another  two  hundred  yaixls  or  so  to  a  j>osition  in  line  with 
Yu-lin-pii,  Here  they  remained,  while  reinforcements  followed 
in  rjujck  succession  to  the  eame  spit  These  rcinfarcements 
appeared  to  suffer  very  little  during  their  advance*  They  wt*re 
extended  to  at  least  five  paces,  and  moved  very  rapidly, 
continaing  the  reinforcement  till  about  12  noon. 

At  this  hour  Major-Ctencrnl  Ytxla  received  a  report  from 
Majov'General  Kamada,  the  commander  of  the  troops  in  Ning- 
kuan-tun,  to  say  that  as  the  enemy  at  Yang-fihih-tuu  appeiired 
to  be  retiring,  he  proposed  to  att^ick  once  more,  and  anking  if 
Major-Ocnc>ral  Yo^ln  would  detach  jmrt  of  the  31st  Ri^gimcnt  in 
Yu-lin-pu  to  co-ojK'rate  in  this  attack  A  reply  was  sent  back 
to  say  tnat  the  orders  were  to  co-Dperate  with  and  assist  the 
5th  Diviaion  in  their  attack  on  Bha-to-tzu,  and  that,  as  the 
enemy  was  in  considerable  strength  at  this  place,  it  wa*^  not 
poestble  to  detach  any  more  troops  The  combined  attack, 
therefore,  did  not  tiJce  place  at  this  stage.  Major  General  Yoda, 
however,  in  caae   the  31st  should  later  on   advance   agsiinst 


202  8th  JAPANESE  DIVISION. 

Kan-kaan-tun,  ordered  two  companies  of  the  2nd  Battalion 
5th  Regiment,  now  in  Tu-lin-pu,  to  occupy  the  broken  ground 
south-east  of  Yu-lin-pu,  which  faced  Sha-to-tza. 

At  2  p.m.  information  was  received  that  the  5th  Division 
had  not  yet  reached  the  embankment,  so  that  the  original  plan 
of  an  attack  on  Kan-kuan-tun  in  co-operation  with  the  attack 
of  the  5th  Division  on  Sha-to-tzu  could  not  be  candied  out. 
Accordingly  it  was  decided  to  attack  Tang-shih-tun  again, 
and  Major-General  Toda  was  ordered,  at  2.40  p.m.,  to  assist 
this  attack  with  the  two  batteries  of  field  artillery  at  the 
embankment^  while  continuing  to  fire  at  Sha-to-tzu  with  the 
mountain  guns. 

An  advance  was  again  made,  about  4.30  p.m.,  both  by  the 
troops  in  Ning-kuan-tun  and  by  those  in  Yu-lin-pu.  The  left 
attack  got  no  further  than  in  the  morning,  being  met  with  an 
overwhelming  fire  from  Yang-shih-tun.  "^e  right  attack  sent 
forward  one  company  of  the  31st  Regiment  against  Kan-kuan- 
tun,  which  suoce^ed  in  reaching  some  broken  ground  350  yards 
from  the  Russian  trenchea  The  Russians  let  them  approach  to 
400  yards,  and  then  opened  a  deadly  fire,  which  caused  many 
casualties.  This  company  could  now  neither  advance  nor  retreat, 
and  had  to  remain  in  this  place  till  dark,  when  it  retired  to 
Yu-lin-pu. 

The  5th  ended  without  any  further  progress  having  been 
added  to  that  of  the  previous  day,  but  the  5th  Division  had  now 
arrived  at  Ta  Yu-shu-pu,  and  had  drawn  off  the  attention  of  the 
Mo-chia-pu  batteries.  Accordingly  twelve  15-cin.  and  six  9-cm. 
howitzers  were  sent  by  the  Army  commander  to  the  sand-hill 
which  the  mountain  guns  had  been  compelled  to  vacate  in  the 
morning.  With  the  aid  of  these  heavy  guns  it  was  expected 
that  the  Russian  resistance  would  be  broken  down  during  the 
following  day. 

Divisional  head-quarters  remained  in  Hsiao  Yu-shu-pu. 
During  the  evening  an  order  arrived  at  head-quarters  from 
the  commander  of  the  Second  Army  to  the  effect,  that  after  a 
bombardment  of  the  Russian  positions  of  Yang-shih-tun  and 
Kan-kuan-tun,  next  morning  a  general  attack  would  take  place 
in  co-operation  with  the  5th  and  3rd  Divisions.  The  latter 
division  had  been  in  reserve  under  General  Oku,  but  as  the 
Third  Army  had  now  advanced  northwards  to  outflank  the 
Russian  right,  it  took. up  its  position  on  the  left  of  the 
8th  Division.  To  the  3rd  Division  was  assigned  the  task  of 
attacking  the  villages  in  front  of  Chang-shin-tun,  while  the 
5th  Division  was  ordered  to  attack  Sha-to-tzu  and  Mo-chia-pu. 
The  detachment  of  the  9th  Division  which  had  occupied  Ning- 
kuan-tun  had  now  gone  north  with  the  rest  of  the  Third 
Army,  so  Ning-kuan-tun  was  now  occupied  by  the  8th  Division 
only.  Accordmgly  it  was  decided  to  press  home  the  attack  on 
Kan-kuan-tun,  as  well  as  on  Yang-shih-tun,  instead  of  making 
merely  a  containing  attack  on  the  former  village,  as  had  been 
planned  at  first. 
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A  rtiileni  Bombardment* — The  disposittons  of  the  troops  6th  : 
0Q  the  6th  March  were  J^itDtlar  to  those  of  the  previouB  day. 
From  8  a.m-  the  heavy  guns  on  the  sand-lnll  began  bombarding 
KAfi-kuan*tun  and  Yang-ahih-iuiij  hut  made  little  impression 
cm  the  Russian  defences^  as  they  had  not  located  the  trenches 
Mid  redoabts.  The  field  and  mountain  gnus  also  directed  their 
fire  on  these  two  villages.  In  reply  to  this  fire,  tbe  Russian 
15*cni.  howitzera,  about  fourteen  in  number,  behind  Yang-ehih- 
tnn  and  Kan-kuau-tun  bombarded  Yu-Iin-pu  and  Ning-kuan-tun, 
while  both  heavy  and  ii^ld  guns  Hred  oIro  on  the  Japanese 
arHIlery,  and  at  intervals  dropped  shells  all  over  the  open 
|rroiiml  I'H^t ween,  til u  villagesi  often  without  any  ajiparent  target 
Thi!)  artillery  lK)uibardnient  continued  all  day,  the  Russian  guns 
being  reinforced  hour  by  bour,  till  in  the  aitemoon  there  were 
at  least  ten  batteries,  or  about  eighty  guns,  on  the  line  from 
Yaog^sbih'tim  to  8ha-to-tzu.  The  Japanese  bad  at  first  ten 
btttterieB  field  and  mountain  ^ns  of  the  8th  Division,  besides 
debieen  howttzen,  and  in  tbe  flftenioon  a  regiment  of  six 
fidd  batteries  from  the  army  reserve,  arrived  at  Ssu-ehia-tna 
(D  S  centre,  vmi}. 

Infanimj  Attack — While  this  artillery  bonibanimeat  was  in 
pmgrejss,  infantry  reconnaissiinees  were  being  maile  from  Ning- 
ktaan-tun  and  Yu4in-pu,  as  a  result  of  which  it  was  reported 
that  tlie  Russian  defenaiva  works  lay  along  the  stream  in  front 
of  the  villages.  This  wa^  afterwards  fmind  to  be  inaecurnte. 
but  it  wa«  ascertained  that  the  Ijest  way  to  attack  Kan*kuan- 
tuii  was  from  the  aouth-west,  even  though  exposed  to  artillery 
firt*  from  Sha-to-tzu,  as  there  was  a  little  cover  in  this  direction, 
when*as  the  grtnind  U>  the  north-west  of  Fu-kuan*tun,  though 
more  sheltered  from  the  Russian  guns,  at  Sha-to-t^u,  was 
AliBolutely  flat  and  devoid  of  coven 

The  order  td»  attack  was  received  by  the  troops  at  Yu-lin-pu 
^K>ut  12,50  p.m.,  und  they  accordingly  made  preparations^ 
sending  word  to  the  5th  Division  on  the  right,  which  was  about 
tfi  att^tck  Sha-t<^^i-tzu,  Two  coiapaniea  of  the  5th  Regiment 
which  }nu\  returned  fmm  Yu-Iin-pu  during  the  night  to  their 

Ej^ition  behind  the  embankment,  and  a  company  of  the  2nd 
attalion  IHst  Regiment,  were  now  ordered  up  to  Yu-!iu-pu. 
nie^^e  three  cuniiianies  crossed  by  half  si^etiuns,  ilribhling  a  few 
men  at  a  time  across  the  embatikme^nt  Tliey  were  seen  by 
the  Ru.'^sians  at  Sha*to-t3EU,  who  began  to  shell  them  severely, 
l)Ut  without  causing  them  many  casualties,  Major-Goneral 
Ythla  followed  himself  at  1.30  pjn.,  with  two  more  companren  of 
th*s  2nd  Huttalion  3lHt  Regiment,  At  2,40  p.m.  Uie  adviince 
bc*gan.  The  mefi  were  at  closer  intervul  than  I  had  seen 
previously,  being  apparently  at  not  more  than  two  paees.  As 
soon  as  they  began  to  move,  the  Rus*^ians  poured  a  very  hot 
fire  on  them,  both  sbrapnal  and  musketry,  and  the  casualties 
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were  very  numerous,  as  might  have  been  expected  with  such  a 
small  extension,  and  at  such  a  close  range.  It  looked  as  if  fifty 
per  cent,  either  were  shot  down  or  retired  wounded.  Those 
who  seemed  to  suffer  most  were  the  companies  of  the  32nd  Regi- 
ment, which  advanced  over  absolutely  flat  ground,  exposed  to 
flanking  fire  from  Fu-kuan-tun.  They  reached  a  point  about 
450  yards  from  Ean-kuan-tun,  but  could  get  no  further.  As  the 
Japanese  continued  the  advance,  about  two  battalions  of  the 
Russian  reserves  came  from  the  rear  part  of  the  village  to 
reinforce  the  troops  in  the  trenches,  who,  as  I  was  told  by  one 
of  the  Japanese  who  survived  the  attack,  had  already  begun  to 
retreat  The  tire  now  became  so  heavy  that  no.further  advance 
could  be  made,  and  those  who  had  reached  the  broken  ground 
350  yards  from  E[an-kuan-tun  remained  there.  The  2Dd  Bat- 
talion 32nd  Regiment  reached  a  point  about  450  yards  from 
Ean-kuan-tun,  on  the  left  of,  and  a  little  behind,  the  1st  Bat- 
talion 31st  R^ment.  By  3.15  p.m.  the  musketry  fire  had 
almost  died  away.  Another  attempt  was  made  at  4  o'clock  to 
reinforce  the  ti'oops  in  the  firing  line  with  five  companies  of 
the  2nd  Reserve  Regiment,  but  this  attempt  did  not  succeed. 

I  could  not  see  the  advance  of  the  infantry  from  Ning-kuan- 
tun,  but  the  attack  was  unsuccessful,  and  it  was  unable  to 
obtain  a  foothold  on  the  ground  in  advance  of  the  positions  on 
the  previous  day.  The  5th  Division,  also,  did  not  succeed  in 
its  advance  on  Sha-to-tzu. 

The  failure  of  the  attack  was,  I  think,  due  to  insufficient 
artillery  preparation,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  Russian  trenches 
had  not  been  located.  The  redoubts  and  trenches  in  Kan-kuan- 
tun  and  Tang-shih-tun  showed  practically  no  sign  of  damage 
from  heavy  artillery  fire,  though  the  villages  suffered  very  much. 
The  heavy  guns  had  only  been  in  action  during  a  few  hours,  and 
had  not  been  able  to  silence  the  Russian  artillery,  and  the 
mountain  guns  at  Tu-lin-pu  did  not  give  very  much  assistance 
to  the  infantry  attack.  During  most  of  the  morning  they  were 
heavily  shelled  by  the  Russian  guns  at  Sha-to-tzu,  at  a  range  of 
2,000  yards,  and  it  was  only  at  intervals  that  I  saw  the  guns 
served.  As  the  Russians  had  shelters  only  a  few  yards  behind 
the  trenches,  they  were  able  to  remain  under  cover  during  the 
bombardment,  and  when  the  infantry  advance  began,  to  line  the 
parapet  at  once.  A  frontal  attack  across  the  open  against  such 
powerful  works  had  little  hope  of  success,  even  when  attempted 
by  Japanese  infantry,  unless  the  attacking  troops  were  able  to 
make  entrenchments,  and  to  destroy  the  defensive  works  by 
artillery  fire.  In  this  case  the  works  were  not  destroyed,  and 
as  it  was  impossible  to  make  intrenchments  in  the  frozen 
ground,  the  Japanese  were  never  able  to  build  up  a  strong 
firing  line  within  decisive  range  of  the  villages. 

Darkness  fell  on  the  6th  with  the  troops  in  much  the  same 
positions  as  on  the  previous  day.  But  another  attack  was 
planned  to  take  place  at  dawn  the  next  day,  and  during  the 
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oiglii  th«  troops  were  re-formed,  and  arrangements  made  for 
this  attack. 

Foitrth  Attack  on   Vamj-shik-tun  and  Kan*kua7i'iun* —  7tli  tf ar* 
The  attdck  on  the  7th  March  was  ordered  to  be  made  from 

Ning^kimn-tiin  on  Yang-shih4uji,  and  from  Yii4iD'pu  on  Kan-  I 

k nan* til  11.     The  former  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Tsugawa,  I 

5th  lie'^imetit,  awl  the  iatter  by  Captain  Oyama,  adjutant  of  M 

the  4th  Brigade.     About  1,300  mea  were  collected  from  various  ^H 

finita  by  Colonel  THngawap  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  work  ^H 

round  with  part  of  thes^  to  the  north  corner  of  Yang-shih-tuni  ^^| 

and  attack  at   dawn   in   eo-operation    with    the   rest     Unfor-  ^H 

innately  for  this  Httsick,  the  troops  got  too  far  to  the  north,  and  ^^M 

I              i  way  in  the  dark,  so  that  when  dawn  broke  they  were  ^^M 

ss             ^j  distance  from  Yang*shih-tun,  and  could  not  co-operate  ^^| 

in  the  attack.     Some  of  tlie  5th  and  17th  Begimentsj  however,  ^H 

unheeded  in  gaining  the  shelter  of  some  Chinese  graveii  in  rear  ^H 

of  the  redoubt,  and  within  fifty  yardB  of  it,  and  some  actually  ^H 

ff^t  into  the  village,  but    they   were  taken   in   flank   by   the  ^^M 

Ru<!ifiiaiiii  who  were  concealed  along  the  hollow  road  on  the  north  ^H 

of  the  village,  and  Hred  on  from  the  redoubt,  and  the  attack  ^H 

again  failed.     Between  two  and  three  hundred  men  were  killed  ^H 

tm  thig  i^poL     The  attack  on  Kan-kuan-tun  met  with  no  better  ^^M 

tmU^     Captain  Ova  ma  collected  about  400  men  from  the  troops  ^^| 

At  Yiidin*pu,  and  made  a  gallant  attempt  to  storm  the  village.  ^^M 

Thb  attack  wa8  better  timed  than  the  other,  but  the  Russian  ^H 

&e%  was  too  heavy,  and  tin.*  Japanese  had  to  retire,  with  heavy  ^H 

No  mure  attacks  were  made  on  these  villager,  and   the  rust  ^^M 

of  the  7th  wan  spent  in  reorganising  the  scattered  units*     The  ^H 

men  lyi!ig  hehind  the  s^andbag  banks  did  not  appear  to  be  hred  ^^M 

Won  very  much  by  the  Russian  infantry,  thnngh  they  seemed  ^^| 

Rd   be  getting  up  and   changing    their    pDsitioos    constantly.  ^^M 

Reinforcements    w^re   beiug   dribbled   up  by  twa^  and  threes^  ^H 

The  Ku^ian  artilh  ry  at  Shn-to*tzu  continued  to  fire  on   these  ^H 

troiim    with   shrapnel   during  most   of    the   day,   and    it   also  ^^M 

bomtULrdcd  the  opeu  plain  west  of  Ning-kuan-tun  in  the  same  ^H 

manner  as  on  the  previous  day.     During  the  morning,  numbers  ^^| 

of  wounded  streamed  liaek  from  Ning-kuan*tun,  ^tiie  walking,  ^H 

others   rarried   by  Chinese   stretcher   bearers*  and  they    were  ^H 

constantly  fired  on  by  the  Russian  artillery  from  Sha*to-tnL  ^H 

At  that   range  (3,500   to   4,000   yards),  I   do   not  think  the  ^H 

Russian  gnnners  coutd  have  clearly  distinguished  their  target  ^^M 

through  the  ha^o,  which  geuerally  lasted  till  post  noon.     They  ^H 

frenuently  bombarded  this  part  of  the  ground   for  half -an -hour  ^H 

at  a  time  when  nothing  was  there.     Both  Ning-kuantun  and  ^H 

Yu-Un-pti   were  aeverely    bombarded   hy   the    Russian    heavy  ^H 

artillery,  and  raotit  of  the  houses  in  the  latter  village  ^era  ^H 


•  8im  HspA  55  and  5i». 


206  8th  JAPANESE  DIVISION. 

destroyed.  The  Bussian  batteries  at  Mo-chia-pu  retired  a  short 
distance  owing  to  pressure  from  the  5  th  Division. 

Kar.  Operationa  of  Sth  March. — There  is  nothing  to  note  regarding 

the  operations  of  the  8th  Division  during  the  day.  It  had  be^i 
intended  to  attempt  again  to  break  through  the  Russian  line, 
this  time  by  advancing  against  Sha-to-tzu,  but  it  was  even- 
tually decided  to  give  the  troops  another  day's  rest,  possibly  in 
view  of  the  exertions  which  were  to  be  required  of  them  the 
next  morning.  So  no  further  attacks  were  made.  The  artillery 
bombardment  continued  spasmodically  on  both  sides  throughout 
the  day.  An  attack  on  Sha-to-tzu  was  made  by  the  Sth  Division, 
but  the  Russian  works  were  as  strong  as  those  of  Ean-kuan-tun 
and  Tang-shih-tun,  and  the  Sth  Division  fared  no  better  than 
the  8th. 

This  was  the  last  day  that  the  main  force  of  the  8th  Division 
remained  in  Ning-kuan-tun  and  Yu-ling-pu.  At  midnight  a 
sudden  order  came  to  the  division  to  march  northwards  round 
the  rear  of  the  3rd  Division  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Fun-tai 
(E  1  west).*  This  sudden  move  was  ordered  because  it  was 
feared  that  the  Russians  might  penetrate  between  the  Second 
and  Third  Armies,  as  on  the  7th  they  had  made  a  strong 
counter-attack  on  the  village  of  Yu-hung-tun  (E  1/2),  near 
Li-kuan-pu,  occupied  by  the  3rd  Division.  The  line  occupied 
by  this  division  was  a  very  long  one,  extending  from  Fun-tai 
through  Fei-cbia-tun  (D/E  1)  to  Li-kuan-pu,  and  as  the  Third 
Army,  towards  the  north,  was  also  on  a  very  wide  front,  an 
energetic  counter-attack  by  the  Russians  at  the  gap  between 
the  3rd  Division  and  Third  Army  might  have  had  a  very 
disastrous  effect.  As  this  movement  was  secret,  the  foreign 
attaches  were  sent  back  to  the  Second  Army  Head-Quarters  at 
Hsiao  Chin-tsui-tzu  (D  2  centre).  The  following  account  was 
given  me  by  an  officer  of  the  divisional  staff: — 

Operations  from  9th  to  11th  March. — Leaving  the  1st  and 
2nd  Battalions  31st  Regiment  in  Yu-lin-pu  (D/E  1),  and  the 
17th  Regiment  in  Ning-kuan-tun  (D  2,  east),  the  remainder  of 
the  division  marched  northwards,  taking  the  route  through 
Ssu-chia-tun  (D  2  east)  behind  the  eml^kment,  so  that  the 
movement  should  not  be  visible  to  the  Russians.  (It  turned  out 
that  this  precaution  was  unnecessary,  for  during  the  whole  of  the 
day  an  extremely  thick  dust  storm  hid  everytliing  from  view.) 
The  troops  were  divided  into  two  detachments.  The  3rd  Bat- 
talion 31st  Regiment,  which  had  been  sent  back  from  the  Army 
reserve  on  the  7th  to  join  the  division,  together  with  a  battalion 
of  reserve  infantry,  and  one  battalion  32nd  Regiment,  left  their 
former  positions  at  6  a.m.,  and  marched  through  Chang-shih- 
tun  (D  2  east)  and  Hou-ming-tim  (D  1  south)  to  Ku-chia-tzu 
(D  1  east).  The  oris^inal  intention  had  been  to  advance  to 
Fun-tai  (E  1   west),  but  seeing  that  the    Russians  were   not 

•  See  Map  55. 
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niaking  muf  attempt  to  penetrate  tbe  line  (posaibly  owing  to  the  I 

diifli  alorm),  these  three  battalions  remained  in  Fun-tai.     Mean-  I 

while  the  rest  of  the  8th  Division  left  at  7  a.m.  and  assembled  I 

OMT    Te-chang-yin-tzn   (D    2    centre),  advancing   frotn    there  I 

Uirotigh    Hsing-ming-tun   (D    2  north)  and    Hou-ming-tmi  to  I 

Chia-tien  (D  1).     Hero  it  deployed  on  the  line  Fun-tai-Chan^-  I 

WMig-chiao  (E  1  >,   extending  its  left  as  far  m  possible  to  tlie  I 

north  of  thit^*     The  tnxjpg  who  had  been  in  cceupation  of  thin  J 

littQ  retnmf'd   to  their  own  diviHions.     Four  15'Cm.  howitzers,  I 

mad  m%  15  cm.  howitzers^  (old  patterti),  took  up  a  position  north  I 

of  LiU'chia-hnang  (El  west),  while  three  batteries  field  artillery  I 

were  brought  up  to  Ta-ahih*cliiao  (E  I  west),  and  six  batteries  I 

mimntati)  artillriy  to  a  position  a  little  south  of  this.     Etuplaee-  I 
menti  for  this  artillery  w*ere  made  during  the  night. 

On  the  10th,  early  in  the  morning,  tbe  main  force  of  tbe  J 

division,  consisting    of    the    5th    Regiment  (three   battalionB),  I 

mmi^tiibled  on   the  roa^l  between  San-chia-tzu  (D  1  east)  and  I 

Tfi*flhLh>chiito.     At  10  a.m.  the  Russiajis  opposite  the  8th  Divi-  I 

sioD  began   to  retire   to   the   north,  he^\dly  tired   on    by  the  I 

Japanese  artillery,    Aecoitiingly  the  division  began  to  pursue  I 

tbe  retiring  enemy  in  two  columns : —  I 

Left  Oolumn  (Major-General  Kamada),  | 

32nd  Regiment  I 

1  iiattalioo  reserve  infantry.  I 
3  batteries  field  artillery.  I 

Right  Column.  I 

2  battalions  reserve  infantry.  I 
ml  battle ries  field  artillery.  | 

The  right  ^Inmn  advanced  from  Fun-tai  (E  1  west)»  and  J 

tbe  left  from  Hsiao-ahu-tun  (E  1  centre),  with  the  Srd  Battalion  I 

31 0t  Regimont  and  six  batter ie^^  nioantain   artillery  between  I 

the   two  columns.     Tho  5th  Regiment  followed  in  rear.     The  I 

Artillery  of  the  left  coltmin,  together  with  two  of  the  mountain  I 

hatttTies,  open^Ml   hre  ujK>n  the  Russians  near  Ta-ping-chuaiig,  I 

continuing  the  fim  until  about  2,30  p.m.,  when  the  riglit  arrived  I 

near  tl>i»  place.     Here  the  troops  halted,  and  the  5th  Regiment  I 

(t>)n»Q   battalions)  and   the  3rd  Battalion  31st  Regiment,  under  I 

Major*Gi^neral  Yoda,  took  up  the  pursuit,  following  up  as  far  I 

a£  tbe  railway  line  between  the  north  gate  of  Mukden  city  and  I 

the  northern  Imperial  Tombs.     The  3rd  Battalion  oth  Regiment  I 

pas^Ml   through   the   railway  station,  which   was   occupied   at  I 

420  p.m*  by  the  right  wing,  and  entt-red  Mukden  by  the  W€«t  I 

Etc.  coming  out    again    %    the   north   gate  and   halting  at  I 

u-diia-ab   {F'    1),      Tlie   left   wing  adv/inced  to  the  ground  I 

between  the  railway  and  the  city,  just  north  of  the  Mukden-  | 
HHin-mtn-tan  road,  w^here  it  remained. 

On  the  11th,  Major^Oeneral  Yoda's  Detschnient  conttnuiHl  tttli ! 
til©  pursuit  lowardM  Wu-nj-chiu  and  Yun-kuan-tsni,  the  n^st 
of  tmi  diviaion  foltowing  along  the  railway.    When  the  bead  of 
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the  main  body  reached  Lia-chia-ah  the  division  was  oixlerdd 
to  stop  pursuit,  and  retire  on  Fun-tai  and  Fei*chia-tim  (D/E  1), 
with  head-quarters  in  the  former  place. 

The  operations  of  the  division  now  ceased. 

Oeneral  Notes. — ^Though  the  8th  Division  placed  no  restric- 
tions upon  the  foreign  officers  attached  to  the  division  in  regard 
to  where  they  went  during  the  actions,  very  little  information 
was  given  as  to  the  operations  in  progress.  We  were  provided 
with  maps  compiled  during  the  winter,  but  they  were  inaocurate, 
and  a  later  and  corrected  edition  had  been  issued  to  the 
Japanese  officers,  which  we  did  not  see.  The  foregoing  account 
of  the  operations  was  written  from  what  I  saw  myself,  supple- 
mented by  such  information  as  I  was  able  to  obtain  from  otibier 
sources.  As  I  was  ordered  back  from  Mfimchuria  before  the 
detailed  information  regarding  the  operations  of  the  Second 
Army  was  issued,  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  correcting 
any  possible  discrepancies  between  this  account  and  that  given 
to  the  foreign  attach^  by  the  staff  of  the  Second  Army. 

Infantry  Farmdtians. — The  infantry  formations  used  by 
the  8th  Division  were,  as  a  general  rule,  similar  to  those  which 
we  now  employ,  the  principle  of  thin  lines  and  great  depth 
being  adhered  to.  The  only  case  I  saw  where  there  was  no 
depth  was  the  surprise  in  the  afternoon  of  the  3rd  March,  when 
the  reserve  of  the  division  pushed  on  in  advance  of  the  right 
and  left  columns,  and  this  was  quite  an  exceptional  case,  as 
only  slight  opposition  was  to  be  expected.  The  particular 
formation  depended  entirely  upon  the  battalion  commanders. 
As  a  rule,  in  the  attack  on  a  position,  one  or  two  companies 
from  each  battalion  were  deployed  at  first,  being  reinforced  later 
on  by  one  or  two  more,  on  one  of  the  flanks,  if  possible.  The 
fourth  company  was  kept  in  reserve  to  the  last  moment.  The 
supports  were  usnally  echeloned  in  rear,  and  when  sent  up  to 
reinforce  troops  in  front,  generally  tried  to  come  up  on  the 
flank  of  these  troops,  or  to  fill  up  by  complete  units,  gaps  caused 
in  the  firing  line.  The  system  of  sending  up  one  section  to 
reinforce  another  section  directly  in  front  by  filling  up  intervals 
between  individual  men  was  avoided  as  much  as  possible,  on 
account  of  the  mixing  up  of  units  thus  caused.  Intervals 
between  men  in  the  firing  line  varied  considerably.  In  some 
cases  I  saw  men  at  twenty  to  thirty  paces  interval,  in  others  at 
two  paces  only,  but  the  average  interval  seemed  to  be  about 
four  paces.  The  supports  were  generally  at  about  two  paces 
interval,  while  the  reserves  were  brought  up  in  line  or  in 
column  of  route,  even  within  shrapnel  range  of  the  enemy, 
though  they  deployed  at  once  if  this  fire  was  opened  on  them. 
It  was  only  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  attack  that  it  was 
possible  to  get  an  idea  of  the  formations  and  extensions.  Later 
on,  the  ground  seemed  to  be  dotted  all  over  with  advancing 
figures  in  no  formation  at  all. 
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The  syetem  of  ilribbling  up  mnforcements,  man  by  mati^  or 
A  few  men  at  a  time,  wan  largely  employed  in  the  fighting  at 
Yaag-shih-tufi  aad  Kan-kuan-tun^  where  men  were  eoDstantly 
aeeo  runniug  out  from  the  villages  of  Ya-lm-pu  find  Ning-kuan- 
Uio  to  reinforce  the  troops  behind  the  rows  of  sandbags.  The 
dkftance  to  be  covered  was  very  short,  but  I  saw  this  system 
W^iloyed  for  bringing  up  some  of  the  i^eBsrves  bom  the  railway 
buk  to  Yu-lin-pu,  a  distance  of  nine  hundred  yards.  In  this 
oiu<e  two  companies  were  brought  up,  five  men  at  a  time,  with 
ftbout  one  hundred  yards  diatance  between  the  groups. 

In  the  attack  the  advance  was  made  without  stopping  till 

llio  iKine  of  Rn^tslan  shrapnel  (ire  was  reached,  and  if  this  fire 

was  exeeptionally  tLCcunite  and  heavy,  the  men  lay  down  and 

waitcxl  for  the  firing  to  alack  en  befoi^e  again  advancing.     But 

^his  did  not  often  liappen,  and  halts  were  distinctly  diacounigeiL 

rit  was  always  impressed  on  the  men  that  more  lof^s  was  caused 

by  lialtiivg  than  by  pushing  on.     The  long  range  infantry  fire 

r  of  the  Ruj^iuQM  had  very  little  eS^t  on  the  Japanese  advancing 

llineg^  which  continued  to  move  on  without  haltijig.     Though  the 

It  ^ly    lire  iifts   improved  since  the   battle  of  the 

I  ^  ill  baH,  Hccording  to  Japanese  nfticersi,  who  say  it 

mj»  always  much  too  high.     The  Russian  infantry  nearly  always 

'bciean  to  fire  at  one  thousand  five  Inindi^d  yards  distance,  but 

at    Yang-shih-tun   they   let  the   Japanese  coma   up  to  seven 

L  1        '      I    ynnh,  and    then    suddenly  op^L^neii    fire.     Up    to  one 

\i  id  ynrds  from  the  enemy's  position  the  afJvance  appeared 

■  to  bo  very  slow,  but  was  coniiuaaus,  no  halts  being  made, 
A  When  this  point  had  l>een  reached  firing  UKually  oommenced,  the 
Eman  advancing  by  rushes  from  this*  position,  covered  by  fire 
I  from  tho  ronmiuder,  who  lay  down  and  attempt<Hl  to  scrape  np 
li^  litllt?  earth  for  coven  These  rushes  seemed  U>  be  made,  not  so 
I  much  by  sections,  or  half  sections^  un  by  individual  men  or 
'  small  groups  of  men  pushing  on  ait  fast  &^  possible  in  their  own 

tima     They  advanced  in  turn  from  different  parts  of  the  line, 

K^Mtting  up  imd  rushing  forwarrl  very  rapidly,     Tlie  niahess  were 

VfC^Bi^lly  about  thirty  yards  only,  this  being  the  longest  di8tance 

m  Japaoeao  soldier,  carrying  a  heavy  psck,  can  run  at  mich  a 

mpid  pace  without  getting  too  much  out  of  breath  to  be  able  to 

urn.*  his  rifle  to  advantage,     A  noticeable  tiling  at  this  stage  of 

I  the  attack  was  the  heavy  and  continuous  fire  kept  up  alT  the 

i  time  the  advance  was  made,  sliowing  tliat  the  forward  rushes 

ft  W€r«  well  covered  by  fire. 

As  fiir  as  it  was  possible  to  see,  the  attack  was  carried  out 

precisely    in    the    inainier  I   saw   practiseil    daring  the  winter 

V  iDQiitha     The  men  wcrw  trained  in  Mmall  batclics  of  twenty  or 

i  f^,  under  non-eommiasioned  officers ^  and  great  attention  was  paid 

by   Uiese   non-commissioned   officers  to   the  way  the   forward 

■  msbes  were  supported  by  the  fire  of  the  remainder ;  the  men» 
f  tiefom  getting  up  to  mah  forward,  ascertaining  that  tho^e  who 

had  advancta  before  them  had  begun  to  fire  from  their  new 
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positions.  The  importance  paid  to  this  was  very  noticeable,  men 
being  constantly  sent  back  if  they  had  begun  iiieir  advance  too 
soon.  The  men  were  also  trained  to  carry  ont  this  advaoGe 
without  orders  from  the  non-commissioned  officer,  who  merely 
superintended.  This  was  practised  so  often  that  each  soldier 
must  have  known  instinctively  what  to  do  when  the  actual 
attack  was  carried  out,  and  the  success  of  the  Japanese  attack  is 
undoubtedly  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  strongest  possible 
fire  was  kept  up  continuously  by  the  attacking  troops  daring 
the  time  they  were  advancing. 

InfwnJtry  Equipment — Considering  the  heavy  packs  which 
the  Japanese  soldiers  carried,  even  while  going  into  action,  the 
rapidity  of  their  rushes  was  wonderful.  Each  man  carried  his 
kit  pretty  well  as  he  pleased  during  the  operations.  Out  of  ten 
men  who  paraded  in  Mukden  for  the  benefit  of  the  foreign 
attaches,  no  two  were  exactly  alike,  but  the  accompanying 
photograph  of  one  of  them  gives  an  idea  of  the  equipment 
generally  carried.  The  weight  of  this  pack  alone  was  37  lbs. 
All  the  articles  of  kit  were  strapped  to  the  knapsack,  making 
a  compact  load  which  could  be  instantly  taken  off  by  simply 
unbuckling  two  straps.  This  was  invariably  done  when  a  halt 
was  made  for  even  five  minutes.* 

In  the  kit  shown  on  the  photograph  the  following  articles 
were  carried : — 

Knapsack.  (Containing  6  packets  biscuits,  a  ba^  of  rice, 
2  packets  ammunition  of  15  rounds  each,  spare  ^oves  and 
socks^  a  towel,  and  materials  for  cleaning  rifle.) 

Overcoat. 

Entrenching  shoveL 

Straw  boots.     (For  winter  only.) 

Chinese  shoes.    „        „         „ 

Mess  tin.    (Containing  rice.) 

Straw  rice  box. 

t  Section  of  shelter  tent. 

t  Sandbag. 

t  Blue  cloth  holdall. 

f  Blanket. 

In  addition  to  these  a  water-bottle  and  haversack  were 
slung  over  the  shoulder,  and  a  waist-belt,  with  bayonet  and 
three  pouches,  was  worn.  During  the  operations  the  greatcoat 
was  worn,  not  carried  as  in  photograph.  The  total  number  of 
roimds  carried  by  the  soldier  on  the  march  was  150,  of  whidi 
30  rounds  were  in  the  knapsack.  Before  going  into  action 
extra  ammunition  is  issued.  The  amount  of  this  is  not  fixed  by 
regulation,  but  depends  on  the  requirements  of  the  situation. 
The  men  carry  this  extra  ammunition  in  their  blue  holdalls,  in 
their  knapsadcs,  haversacks,  pockets  and  caps.     Before  going 

^  The  pack  wm  often  teken  off  during  the  attaok  and  used  as  oover. 
Againstibrapnelitwasfoaiid  to  beof  greatoM  when  thus  used. — ^D.&B. 
t  Not  shown  on  the  photograph. 
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tiilo  ma  iEnportaiit  action  a  m&a  will  be  giiiren  oa  m^eh  axira 
am  mil  nil]  on  as  he  can  carry,  the  whole  of  the  battalion  reaerva 
being  usaued  if  ne^sessary.  An  extra  snppiy  is  also  brought  np 
by  reinforcements,  in  addition  io  their  own  amtnunition.  The 
ammunition  ponies  are  pushed  well  forward  during  an  action. 
Afe  Yiieh-pu-tzu  they  followed  the  infantry  up  the  river  bed  to 
wtthin  three  hundre«l  yards  of  the  village,  where  they  halted 
aoder  cover  uf  the  river  l»ank.  During  the  fighting  from  tbe 
4i!h  to  the  8th  March  I  did  not  see  any  ammunition  ponies 
amiiig  the  railway  embankment  to  Yu-Un-pu,  as  they  wer© 
hroiight  up  at  night. 

EnvdiGping  AUacks. — In   the  attack  the  Japanese  always 
Iry  to  work  round  to  the  enemy's  Sank,  at  the  same  time  as 
Ibey  attaok  vigorously  in  front.     This  frontal  attack  Is  tnrire 
than  a  holding  uttack,  and  is  alwajB  ma^k*  with  a  strong  force 
and  pushed  with  the  greatest  enei^gy.     This  principle  of  out- 
flanking was  carried  out  even  by  the  smallest  unitn,  itud  was 
veil  exemplified   in   each   uttaek    made   by   the   8th   Division 
[daring  the  operations.     At   Yang-shih-tan  and  Kan-kuan-tun, 
[•bowevf^r,  it  was  not  possible  to  make  a  flank  attnek,  as  the 
line  of  defence  was   continuous,  iliough  the  attack  at 
[dawn  on  the  north-west  comer  of  Yang-sliih-tun   might  be 
[«al(ed  a  local   flank    attack   so  far  as  the  Sth    Division  was 
iiWDeerned,     In  the  laJ4t  stages  of  the  attack,  when  the  Japanese 
'infantry  reach  a  point  three  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy, 
•  they  always  try  to  place  fresh  troops  on  a  flank  so  as  to  enfilade 
[the  Russian  trenches  at  the  moment  when  the  final  assault  is 
This   was   suece^fuily   done   at    Yueb*pii-t3cn   rm    the 
I  lai  Haneb  by  tlie  3rd  Battalion  17 tb  Regiment,     Tbe  advance 
[im    two   hundred   yards   from    the   enemy  s   position  to   the 
L^^Mfition  itsdf  i«  made  if  posHible  in  one  rush*  covered  by  the 
fife  of  the   reinforcements   which  have   placed  themselves  on 
Ibe  enemy  s  flank.     These  reinforce  ments  are  in  a  position  to 
k1)riii|ga  heavy  fire  to  bejir  on  the  Ruman  troops  as  they  l^e^n 
retire,  nnd  it  is  while  retiring  that  the  Russians  suffer  so 
^severely,  not  white  defending  the  trenches, 

Kighi  AtMcks. — ^No   attacks  were  made  at  night  by  the 

^8Ui  Division,  as  Lieut-General  Tat^umi  does  not  beheve  in  this 
■ode  of  fighting,  escept  with  small  units,  coMsidering  that  if 

[loade  with  larger  numoers  than  a  company  of  two  hundred 
fiSee,  night  attacks  are  not  likely  to  be  successful  The 
Russians  oecai«ionally  made  small  countar^tiacks  at  night  on 
the  Japanese  troops  attacking  Kan-kuan-tun  and  Yang-^hib- 
tim,  but  instead  of  attacking    with  the    tiayonot   only,   they 

'  used  musketry  fira  These  attacks  were  probably  nia*le  to 
prevent  the  Japane^  from  creeping  tip  nearer  to  the  Russjui 
troflidi^  in  the  dark.    Owing  to  the  froj^n  ground  the  Japanase 

^  war©  not  able  to  practise  the  tactics  which  they  employed  io 
tlie  Sha  Ho  fighting,  in  October  1904,  i*f  digging  trenches  in 
the  night,  and  mtasing  trcc»ps  in  them  ready  to  attack  at  dawn« 

o  % 
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Had  this  been  possible  Kam-tuan-tun  and  Tang-sbih-tfan  would 
probably  have  been  captured. 

Entrenchments  under  Fire. — In  regard  to  the  qnestion  of 
entrenching  under  fire,  the  operations  of  the  8th  Division  have 
shown  that  attempts  to  improvise  cover  by  digging  in  ground 
frozen  to  at  least  four  feet  below  the  surface  are  quite  useless, 
when  made  under  fire  of  an  enemy  not  yet  shaken.  Daring 
the  winter  I  have  seen  men  digging  for  half-an-hour  with  the 
entrenching  pick  and  shovel  without  success,  and  as  they  were 
frequently  practised  at  this,  it  must  have  been  realized  that  it 
was  impracticable,  though  in  the  attacks  on  Yang-shih-tun  and 
Kan-kuan-tun  each  forward  rush  was  marked  by  attempts  to 
entrench.  Even  with  the  heavy  pick  used  by  the  engineers  it 
was  difficult  to  make  any  impression  on  the  ground.  It  was 
probably  partly  owing  to  this  experience  that  sandbags  were 
carried  as  part  of  the  equipment  of  the  men.  These  sandbags 
measured  36  inches  by  28  inches  when  empty,  but  only  aboot 
2  feet  by  18  inches  when  filled  with  earth.  They  were  used  to 
make  cover  during  the  night,  behind  which  the  attacking  troops 
assembled  before  daybreak.  This  cover  was  made  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  Russian  position,  being  generally  from  eight 
hundred  to  six  hundred  yards  off.  The  b^  were  usually  laid 
on  the  ground  vertically,  though  in  some  cases  they  were 
brought  up  first  and  emptied  on  uie  ground  so  as  to  form  a  low 
bank  on  which  the  sandbags,  when  re-filled,  were  laid  horizontally. 
As  the  earth  with  which  these  bags  were  filled  consisted  generally 
of  small  lumps  of  frozen  earth  almost  as  bard  as  stones,  this 
parapet  was  very  often  bullet-proof,  though  not  in  all  cases, 
as  bullets  could  easily  pass  through  between  the  lumps  of  earth, 
and  many  men  were  shot  dead  while  lying  behind  them.  At 
At  Yueh-pu-tzu  the  sandbags  were  laid  down  at  first  at 
distances  varying  from  800  to  600  yards  from  the  village,  and 
they  were  carried  on  under  fire  as  close  as  300  yards  to 
Tueh-pu-tzu.  In  the  attack  on  Kan-kuan-tun  they  were  laid 
down  at  1,400  yards,  1,100  yards,  700  yards,  and  a  few  at 
400  yards  from  the  Russian  trenches  outside  the  village.  As 
the  sandbags,  even  when  only  partially  filled,  are  very  heavy,  it 
was  only  possible,  under  fire,  to  carry  them  twenty  to  thirty 
yards  at  a  time,  and  these  rushes  were  very  slow.  The  equip- 
ment was,  however,  frequently  discarded  at  this  stage.  This 
method  of  carrying  up  sandbags  under  fire,  though  suocessful 
to  a  certain  extent  at  Yueh-pu-tzu,  did  not  seem  to  have  been 
employed  so  much  in  the  attacks  on  Kan-kuan-tun,  as  there 
were  very  few  bags  lying  on  the  ground  nearer  than  700  yards 
from  the  village,  those  near  the  Chinese  graves,  400  yards  bom 
Kan-kuan-tun,  having  been  brought  up  at  night. 

Frontal  Attacks. — The  attacks  made  on  the  Russian  defences 
from  4th  to  8th  March  support  the  theory  that  frontal  attacks 
across  the  open  against  an  unshaken  enemy  are  impracticable, 
unless  entrenchments  are   constructed.      Those    attacks  were 
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tuuloubtedly  made  with  the  object  of  breakiug  through  the 
tine  of  defence  of  the  RussiaiiB,  and  not  merely  to  bold  them 
its  their  trettches  and  cauge  them  to  reinforce  the  line  at  the 
expense  of  the  other  parts  of  the  defence.  It  wan  not  due  lo 
employment  of  an  ineufGcient  muiiber  of  troops  that  the 
_  t^kn  did  not  succeed »  and  the  nuuibei^  of  dead  lying  on  the 
bitUafiatd^  more  oipecaally  oa  the  right  of  the  8th  Division. 
i^eiii  tha  42xkd  Ragimeiit  of  the   Sxh  Division  bad  about  tifty 

Cr  company  luUed  in  the  attack  on  Sha-to-tzUj  prove  that 
d  nut  lieen  spared  in  making  the  attacks.  The  failure 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  tusk  w&h  an  impossible  one  unless 
eflber  preiiai^  on  a  flank  c^iused  the  defending  troops  to  retire, 
or  a  wneentrated  artiliery  tire  prevented  them  from  using  their 
ntU^  at  ttie  critical  moment  when  the  Japaoese  infaatry  mada 
Ili0ar  ifleaultp  or  the  attacking  troops  were  able  t^)  entrench 
Uiamaelvea  in  a  position  at  decinive  range  where  they  could 
bfiiig  np  reinforce  mentis  to  overwlielm  the  enemy  with  superior 
fira  The  success  of  former  frontal  attiick^^  made  by  the 
Japanese  is  probably  due  to  one  or  other  of  these  reaeoas,  but» 
noted  before,  none  of  tliese  advantages  was  on  the  side  of 
841i  Division  in  its  attackii  on  Yang-shih-tun  and  Kan* 
Ban-tun.  The  Ruasiau  Une  opposite  the  ili virion  was  continuous, 
that  pressure  could  not  be  brought  to  beiu*  on  a  flank ;  the 
eitaet  pomtion  of  the  taiencheg  and  redoubts  was  not  discovered, 
timt  the  artillery  tire  had  little  effect  on  the  Russian  troope 
lending  them ;  while  entrenching  was  not  p^msible. 

Bumian  De/eTmive    Wisrks. — The   defensive   works   of  the 

Bamaiia  west  of  the   Uun  River  were  weak  when  compared 

to  Ibeir  elaborate  system  of  defences  in  ihi^  t^gion  of  the  Sha 

Ho.     They  consisted  merely  of  half-henrti^i  uttempt.^  to  impnwe 

rOta  the  natural  defences  of  the  ChiDese  viUagee  by  strengthening 

lie  mud  banks  surrounding  them,  and  deepening  Oio  ditclies. 

addition  to  these  natural  defences,  short  trendies  liad  been 

tugt  as  dt^MCrilied  previously,  at   Yueh-pu-tzu,  which  was  the 

point  to  the  Japanese  forces.     Abattis  also  hud  been 

down  in  front  of  this  village.      Near  Mukden,  howeve- 

Eoafiiazi  defensive  line  consisted  of  a  seini-cii*cle  of  redouble, 

lerallyt   but   not   invarial>ly,   about   two   hundred   yards  in 

it  of  the  viliiiges,  with  the  intervening  ground  and  villages 

between    the    r^oubtii    strengthened    by    means    of  trenches. 

ObetMcles  took  the  form  of  military  pita,  and  abattis  in  front 

[of  the  redoubtSp  the  latter  being  used  iiparingly.    Wire  entangle- 

iants   were   scarce,  but  tlie  defensive  works  «ihawecl  signs  of 

llieing  unc«impleted  and  possibly  these  obstacles  would  have  been 

acted  later  on»     Sites  for  redoubts  had  boen  seh^cted  witli 

[^gpeat  judgment,  genemlly  on  slight  nndulationSp   wliich    very 

I  often  formed  the  p^*apet  itself.     The  slopen  of   the   parapets 

kWere  aK^  ry  gentle,  and  the  works  were  generally  invisible 

at  a  few  4  d  yards,  even  when   no  attt*inpt»  were  made  t^ 

Uietn  by  such  devices  as  placing  broken  millet  stalks  in 
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front  of  the  parapet.  There  was  usually  no  necessity  to  dear 
a  field  of  fire  round  the  defensive  works,  but  such  trees  as 
interfered  with  the  field  of  fire  were  always  cut  down.  The 
chief  defect  in  the  defences  seemed  to  be  t^e  absence  of  head- 
cover,  which  compeUed  the  defenders  to  expose  their  heads  and 
shoulders  each  time  they  fired.  This  is  probably  another  reason 
for  the  success  of  the  Japanese,  who  make  a  practice  of  continuing 
their  shrapnel  fire  until  their  attacking  troops  have  actually 
reached  the  enemy's  works,  regardless  of  the  losses  that  they 
may  cause  to  their  own  infantry.  The  defenders  are  therefore 
prevented  from  using  their  rifles  with  the  confidence  which 
they  would  have  if  they  were  able  to  fire  through  loopholes. 
The  result  is  that  at  the  very  moment  when  a  steady  and 
well-directed  fire  might  probably  cause  such  losses  to  the 
attacking  troops  as  to  make  a  further  advance  impossible, 
the  defenders  are  compelled  to  take  cover  from  the  Japanese. 
shrapnel.  The  only  places  at  which  I  saw  head-cover  used 
were  the  trenches  in  front  of  Kan-kuan-tun  and  Fu-kuan-tun, 
where  loopholes  had  been  constructed  with  sods  and  ammunition 
boxes.  I  saw  no  cases  of  overhead  cover,  though  the  niches 
hollowed  out  in  the  sunken  road  at  Fu-kuan-tun  served  the 
same  purpose. 

Tranaminaion  of  Orders,  &c. — Communication  between  the 
Army  and  the  divisions,  and  between  the  divisional  general  and 
the  units  of  his  command,  even  to  battalions  in  the  first  line, 
was  kept  up  by  means  of  the  telephone.  A  very  thin  wire 
covered  with  silk  was  used  as  a  rule,  except  between  the  Army 
and  the  divisions,  but  on  the  Ist  March  the  ordinary  field 
telephone  was  used  between  the  divisional  commander  near 
Hei-kou-tai,  the  4th  Brigade  near  Tung  Chang-chia-wo-peng,  and 
the  16th  Brigade,  whose  head-quarters  were  in  the  river  bed 
south  of  Tueh-pu-tzu.  The  thin  wire  is  very  light,  and  as  poles 
are  not  necessary,  it  is  easily  carried  and  rapidly  laid,  material, 
such  as  millet  stalks  or  sticks,  found  on  the  spot,  being  used 
instead  of  poles,  or  the  wire  simply  laid  on  the  ground.  It» 
however,  seems  to  be  unsatisfactory,  as  it  is  very  easily  damaged. 
For  example,  telephonic  communication  with  Yu-lm-pu  m>m 
the  4th  to  the  8th  March,  was  interrupted  during  12  hours  out 
of  24,  on  an  average,  owing  to  damage  to  the  wire  from  shell 
fire.  When  telephonic  communication  was  interrupted,  orderlies 
had  to  be  used,  for  although  semaphore  signalling  was  practised 
during  the  winter,  it  was  not  employed  during  this  battle,  and 
the  Morse  system  of  signalling  is  not  in  use.  The  cavalry 
belonging  to  the  8th  Division  was  almost  entirely  used  up  as 
orderlies  to  supplement  the  telephone.  A  telephone  office  was 
always  established  at  the  place  where  the  general  took  up  his 
position  during  the  battle,  as  he  remained  at  this  spot  so  long  as 
no  forward  movement  of  any  great  distance  was  made.  Dunng 
the  2nd,  drd,  and  4th  March,  when  the  operations  took  the  form 
of  an  advance,  the  general  always  halted  about  noon  in  cme  of 
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vUlAgfift  for  an  hour  or  two,  aod  the  liead -quarter  telephone 

Hffiee  was  at  once  established  in  the  aame  Chinese  hoUBe.     During 

lllii  midday  halt,  reports  and  orders  were  received  and  bsned. 

CamialHes. — The  following  is  a  bospitiJ    return    of    men 

LWotmded  durin|f  the  fighting  from  the  Ist  to  the  Sth,  and  iSp  I 

reliable ; — 


Bullet  wounds 
SheU 

Bayonet   „ 
Other 


-    4,251 

^     1,022 

14 

115 


Total 


*    5,402 


The  number  of  men  killed  during  the  fighting  from  the  4th 
to  the  8tb,  as  recorded  on  the  soldiers'  giBveB,  waa  bb  follows  : — 

Near  Yang-ahih-tun  *  -     9  officers  and  525  men. 

Ntaar  Yu4iD-pu    -         -         -     8  officers  and  283  men. 

I  had  no  opportunity  of  aeeing  the  graves  at  Tueb-ptt^tsu 
and  Nien*yu-paOt  but  the  number  of  men  killed  waa  certainly 
not  l^s  than  200.  Taking  it  at  this  figure  the  total  casualtiea 
of  the  division  would  be : — 


KiUed 
Wounded 


-  1,025 

-  5,402 


ToW 


6*427 


^is  total,  whieh   ie   inclusive  of  non-ootiibatanta,  is  only 
)ximate,  as  the  wounded  who  died  in  hospital  would  oe 
luded  in  the  number  of  killed* 

I  was  unable  to  obtain  any  reliable  figures  as  to  the  strength 
the  division,  as  this  was  kept  secret  from  me,  depending  as 
ii  did  upon  the  number  of  reserve  troops  attached.  Taking  a 
battaUon  at  650  rifles  which  was  about  the  average  sti'ength  of 
Itboee  I  saw,  the  strength  of  the  1 2  infantry  battaJions  would  be 
lyOOO  rifles.  Though  technically  speaking  no  reserve  battiilions 
^may  have  belonged  to  the  division,  some  were  certainly  attached 
during  the  operations,  but  I  had  no  opportuniti^  of  seeing  how 
lany  there  were, 

AriiUmy. — The  fact  that  the  retreat  of  the  Russians  from 
Chang-ti^  to  Yang-shih-tun  waa  not  a  rout  is  largely  due  to  the 
^ray  that  they  used  their  artillery  to  cover  the  retreat  of  ths 
infantry.  Favoured  by  the  hard  ground  they  were  able  to  keep 
gtmi  in  action  against  the  advancing  infantry  utitil  the  very 
|b«l  moment,  and  then  get  them  away  without  lodng  a  single 
and  althoagh  they  were  unable  to  stop  this  advance,  they 
VMBbd  the  Japanese  columns  constant  delays  by  compelling 
pthem  to  deploy  for  attack  at  each  village  to  which  they  came. 
Hie  guns  uaed  in  these  rear  guard  actions  seemed  to  be  thosa 
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of  the  horse  artillery^  judging  from  the  sound,  whieh 
different  to  that  of  tbeir  field  guns.  This  may  account  for  the 
fact  that  the  Russians  were  able  to  remain  in  action  so  long, 
and  get  away  so  successfully,  though  the  OTOund  was  so  hard 
and  the  country  so  flat  that  even  their  field  guns  were  aUe  to 
move  very  rapidly. 

The  Russian  artillery  on  most  occasions  did  not  appear  to 
concentrate  its  fire  on  one  object  for  any  length  of  time,  but 
kept  constantly  changing  the  target,  though  from  the  5th  to  the 
8th  March  it  certainly  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  on  the  Japanese 
guns  near  the  railway  embankment  at  Tu-lin-pu,  when  the 
Russian  artillery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sha-to-tzn  concen- 
trated its  fire  on  these  guns  during  the  whole  of  the  5th,  and  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  6th  and  7th.  The  way  in  which  the 
Russian  artillery  changed  its  target  was  most  noticeable,  and  it 
threw  away  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  in  firing  at  random 
at  apparently  no  particular  object.  For  hours  at  a  time,  also, 
the  Russian  artillery  frequently  directed  its  fire  at  villages  well 
behind  the  firing  line,  especially  during  the  afternoon,  when  the 
^^e^g^  trains  were  coming  up,  but  the  damage  it  caused  was 
very  slight.  However,  it  undoubtedly  had  the  effect  of  delaying 
the  columns. 

The  damage  done  by  the  Russian  shrapnel  to  the  Chinese 
villages  was  not  great,  and  with  the  excepticm  of  the  small 
thatched  houses,  which  were  sometimes  set  on  fire,  they  hardly 
suffered  at  all,  and  troops  sheltered  behind  the  houses  were 
comparatively  safe.  I  did  not  see  any  instances  of  the  use  of 
high-explosive  shells  in  the  Russian  field  guna  The  8th  Division 
hid  no  heavy  artillery  opposed  to  it  until  it  reached  Tu-lin-pu. 
This  place  was  bombarded  during  the  6th,  7th,  and  8th  March 
by  about  fourteen  Russian  15-cm.  howitzers,  in  rear  of  Tang- 
shih-tun,  and  almost  entirely  destroyed.  Ning-kuan-tun  was 
bombarded  in  the  same  way,  but  being  a  much  larger  viUage 
it  did  not  suffer  nearly  so  much.  When  troops  occupied  villages 
during  a  bombardment  from  the  Russian  howitzers  they  usually 
took  belter  in  the  ditch  in  rear,  and  if  the  villages  were  occu- 
pied for  any  length  of  time  deep  narrow  trenches  were  dug 
outside  for  the  troops. 

Both  the  Japanese  and  the  Russian  guns  were  well  concealed, 
but  as  the  country  did  not  lend  itseU  to  the  concealment  of 
a  large  number  of  guns  concentrated  in  one  place,  it  was  often 
comparatively  easy  to  identify  the  position  of  guns,  both  by 
the  flash  and  the  dust  which  was  raised  At  Tueh-pu-tzu, 
however,  the  Japanese  successfully  concealed  the  positirm  of  the 
guns  for  the  best  part  of  the  morning.  The  emplacements  had 
been  prepared  beforehand,  having  been  selected  witbout  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  Russians,  and  constructed  at  night.*  A 
number  of  spare  emplacements  had  been  prepared,  some  of  which 
were  very  conspicuous,  being  intended  to  deceive  the  Russians 

*  The  gons  also  were  sometimeB  plaoed  in  position  at  night. — D.  S.  B. 
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as  io  llie  poeition  uf  the  guns.  They  were  Bucces^ful  in  this,  bm 
tbe  Bnaaiarm  bomlnirded  them  during  most  of  the  morning.     In 

r  tUa  eogagemeni  the  Russian  guns,  in  emplacementB  near  Chang- 

\%mn^  were  al^o  well   concealed.     These  emplacements    had  not 

I  djiningetl  at  all  by  the  Japanese  fire,  and  ver^^  few  Japanese 

lb  were   lying  neiir  them  after  the    1  mettle.     The  Busaian 

kIwtterieA  at  Mo-chia-pu*  which  had  given  so  mnch  tronhle  to  the 

[fillilKTision  by  their  enfilade  tire,  were  extremely  weli  concealed, 
liavitig  been  placed  along  a  hollow  road  about  four  hundred 
ytmis  lidiind  the  embankment^  completely  out  of  sight.  The 
Htnf  uf  tbeee  b&ttcriai  was  directed   from  u  look-uut  post  in  a 

ftne^  as  only  the  eiubankment  waa  visible  in  front  of  the  guna 

I  Dever  saw  guns  come  into  action  in  the  open  without  cover 
of  some  sort  being  eonBtrnc ted  for  ilie  gun  detachments.  This 
generally  took  the  form  of  short  ditches  on  each  side  of  the  gun 
wheels,  with  parapet"!  in  front.  These  parapets  were  UBually 
rrvettfxl  with  millet  st^ilk?,  both  by  Russians  and  Japanese, 
ihougb  those  of  the  latter  were  always  more  neatly  finished  off 
OoeaoionaUy  broken  millet  stalks  were  stuck  in  the  ground  in 

'  front  t-o  help  t<i  concenl  the  guns.  When  time  permitted  the 
amikll  ditcher  were  covered  with  brauehe.^  and  earth  to  afford 
oirerhead  cover  to  the  gun  detachments. 

In  supporting  the  infantr}'  attack  the  Japanese  guns  were 

!  always  pushed  well  forward  to  as  close  a  range  as  poesible  from 
tlie  ensmy'0  position.  At  Yu-lin-pu,  for  example,  the  mountain 
gmifi  were  within  1,^00  yards  of  the  Russian  infantty  in 
Kaii«kuan-tun,  and  2,500  yards  of  the  Russian  artillery  near 
Sha-to*t£u.  Tl^^y  seemed  to  concentrate  their  fire  on  the 
infatitry  in  Kan-kuan-tun  only,  not  on  the  gnna  at  Sha-to-tzu, 
But  these  mountiiin  guns  were  conatantly  silenced  by  infaiitry 
tire,  and  it  is  i(iiestionabla  whether  they  were  of  very  great 
itfiitataiice  to  the  infantry  attack. 

There  was  an  nndoubted  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese 
infantry  ti>  attack  without  a  sutticieut  artillery  preparatiot),  and 
Iheir  infantry  officers  seem  to  think  that  artillery  co-operation, 
tJiougb  of  grcAt  help  to  the  infantry  attack j  was  by  no  means  a 
OQOeaeity.  This  may  possibly  be  due  to  the  effect  produced  on 
them  by  the  Russian  shrapnel,  which  does  not  appear  to  have 
eaiMed  the  Japanese  infauitry  much  losa 

Excepting  during  the  pursuit  of  the  Snd,  3rd,  and  4th  of 
March,  the  guns  of  the  division  were  always  massed  as  much  as 
pomible.  In  the  attack  on  Yueh-pu-tzu  seven  batteries  were 
CQQoentrated  south  of  the  village,  and  the  remaining  three  near 
Cbang-chia-wo-peng.  From  the  5th  to  the  8th  nix  batteries 
were  in  position  near  the  railway  embankment  at  Yu-lin-pu, 
being  joined  in  the  evening  of  the  6th  by  eighteen  howitzers, 
wbi^  took  up  a  position  on  a  sand-hill  six  hundred  yards  in 
war.  On  the  evening  of  the  5th  also,  six  batteries  of  field 
aiiinery  came  into  action  l>ehind  the  embankment,  alK>ut  one 
tlMmaaod  five  hundred  yanls  from  the  other  guiis^ 
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High-^xploedTe  shells  were  used  by  the  Japanese  field  artillery, 
but  without  very  great  effect  on  the  Chinese  villagea  Many 
of  these  shells  failed  to  burst.  The  shell  cases  of  the  Japanese 
shrapnel  were  split  open  in  a  good  many  instances,  but  all  the 
Russian  cases  I  saw  were  intact.  Those  left  lying  on  the 
ground  after  the  battle  of  the  Sha  Ho  in  October  were,  however 
often  broken. 

During  the  whole  of  the  operations  the  thing  which  impressed 
me  most  in  regard  to  the  artillery  was  its  co-operation  with  the 
infantry  in  the  last  stages  of  the  attack,  when  the  Japanese 
guns  continued  their  firo  on  the  Russian  trenches  until  they 
were  taken,  regardless  of  losses  they  might  cause  their  own 
infantry.  They  kept  up  their  fire  until  the  Japanese  flag  dis- 
played by  the  assaulting  infantry  showed  that  it  was  no  longer 
necessary.  The  Japanese  consider  that  any  lossei^  they  may 
cause  their  own  infantry  can  only  be  slight  compared  to  those 
which  would  be  incurred  were  the  defenders  left  free  at  the 
critical  moment  to  pour  an  accurate  and  concentrated  fire  on 
the  attacking  infantry  at  a  distance  of  only  a  few  hundred 
yiurds. 
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(9)  The  Battle  of  Mukden.— Operatloni  of  the 
Third  Japanese  Army* 


R&FOET  by  Colontjl  W.  H,  Bibkbeck,  CB.,  M&Dchiiri% 
10th  April  1905, 


Plat€, 
Hap  of  the  operations  of  the  Third  Army 


Map  60. 


Trmnslatioa  of  two  Kanjos  iaaaed  to  Japaneee  troopa 


h  The  movement  of  the  Third  Army  froni  Port  Arthur 
bogiii  on  the  IBth  January,  and  it  reached  its  appointed  poBitiou 
wwt  of  Liao-yang  on  the  19  th  Februaty* 

On  the  20th  February  the  advance  of  the  Manehurian 
Annliss  was  decided.  It  was  known  that  the  right  flank  of  the 
Kofllftns  ejttended  as  f ar  aa  Ssu-fang-iai  (B  4)  only.  Their 
cavalry  was  facing  the  Japanese  <myahy  on  the  line  of  the 
Hun  Ho.  The  task  assigned  to  the  Third  Array  was  to  turn 
the  Russian  right  flank.  Every  precaution  had  been  taken 
lo  Gonceal  the  reiil  direction  of  General  Nogi's  movement,  and 
to  induce  the  Russian  commander  to  expect  an  attack  against 
bis  left  flank  ;  the  turning  movement  of  tlie  Third  Army  was 
undoubtedly  a  surprise. 

2.  I'he  country  we&t  of  the  Hun  Ho  is  practically  a  level 
plain^  with  few  perceptible  undulationfi^  thickly  dotted  with 
villager  built  chiefly  of  sun-dried  bricks,  and  with  enclosures 
(surrounded  by  mud  walU,  varying  from  four  feet  to  seven  feet 
high^  and  two  feet  to  three  feet  thick.  The  larger  villages 
contain  one  or  two  aubetantial  burnt* brick  houses,  with  stout 
defensible  brick  walls. 

The  roads,  except  the  Hsio-min-tuii-Mukden  nmd,  which 
b  a  regular  Mauchurian  nnmetatled  high  road,  nre  mere  cart 
tracks  itom  village  to  village «  but  during  the  month  of  March, 
when  the  country  m  still  frozen,  it  is  everywhere  passable  by 
all  anuH,  whether  roads  exist  or  not 

There  are  a  good  many  trees  dotted  about,  in  smaU  dumps 
near  the  villages,  in  groves  surrounding  the  graveyards^  and 
along  the  roads;  the  grove  in  which  stands  the  Northern 
Tombs^  five  mUes  north  of  Mukden,  is  the  only  wood  worthy  of 
thti  narne^ 
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The  nullahs  are  not  serious  obstacles  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  even  to  carts,  as  there  are  plenty  of  points  of  passage,  but 
they  give  good  cover. 

The  villages  undoubtedly  form  tbe  most  important  feature 
of  the  battlefield.  To  anyone  who  has  been  in  India,  the  plains 
of  the  Punjab,  with  their  mud-built  villages,  will  convey  a 
perfect  impression  of  the  country  west  of  Mukden. 

rth  Feb.        3.  On  the  27th  February  the  Third  Army  was  situated   as 
follows : — * 

9th  Division  at  Ta-sha-ling  (B  6). 

Ist  Division  at  Huang-ni-wa  (A  6). 

7th  Division  at  Hsiao-pei-ho  (A  6). 

Corps  Artillery  and  Reserve  Brigade  in  rear. 

The  advance  began  in  four  columns. 

9th  Division  to  Ma-ma-chieb  (A  5) — Hei-to-tzu  (A  5). 

Corps  Artillery  and  Reserve  to  Liang-shui-kou  (A  5). 

Ist  Division   to  Lao-huan-to  (A   5)  and  Shuang-shu-tzui 

(A  5). 
7th  Division   to   Ka-li-maf  and  Ma-shan-chia-tzu  (south) 

(A  5). 
2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  to  Ku-chang-tzu  (A  3),  on  the  right 

bank  of  the  Lmo. 

The  columns  reached  their  destination  without  serious 
opposition,  driving  back  parties  of  Russian  cavalry  in  their 
front. 

The  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  was  in  touch  with  Russian  cavalry 
throughout  the  day. 

Jth  Peb.        4.  The  orders  for  the  28th  February  were  as  follows : — 

9th  Division  to  the  line  Ssu-fang-tai  (B  4)  Chang-chia- 

wo-peng  (A  4). 
Corps  Artillery  and  Reserve  to  Ta-tzu-ying  (A  4). 
Ist  Division  to  Ta-huang-wo-peng  (A  4). 
7th  Division  to  Chin-tzu-kang  (A  3),  along  the  Liao. 
2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  to  Yang-chia- wo-peng  (A  2). 

Russian  cavalry  opposed  the  march  at  Wu-pang-niu  (A  5)- 
A-shih-niu  (A  4) — Niu-hsin-ta  (A  4)  but  were  easily  driven  off 
by  the  advanced  guards. 

The  columns  reached  their  destinations,  with  the  exception 
of  the  9th  Division,  which  was  unable  to  enter  Ssu-fang-tai 
(B  4),  and  remained  to  the  west  of  that  village,  upon  a  line 
Hsiao-pien-wai  (A  4) — Chang-chia- wo-peng  (A  4). 

The  Corps  Artillery  and  the  reserve  brigade  remained  with 
Army  Head-QuarterS  at  A-shih-niu  (A  4).  Much  more  serious 
opposition  had  been  expected  on  this  day,  but,  in  its  absence,  it 
was  decided   by  Army  Head-Quarters  that  the  Third  Army 

*  The  Third  Armv  wm  originally  composed  of  the  Ist,  7th»  9tb,  And 
11th  Divisioiui,  bat  the  llth  Division  was  detached  after  the  capture  of 
Port  Arthiur  to  form  part  of  the  Ya-la  Army  under  General  Kawamnra, 

t  7  miles  west  of  Ta-tia*ying  (A  4). 
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•liCHild  puah  on  next  d^y,  and  orders  for  the  advance  wers 
iipied  as  foUowB : — 

Orders  far  the  1st  March  (from  l«ft  to  right)  : —  1st 

Cavalry  to  Ta-mtn'tiin  (A  2),  with  detachment  to  Hbih- 

tnitt-tun  (A  I ). 
7tli  Divifiion  to  Po-lin-tzu  (B  3)— Hu-shan-tsiu  (B  3), 
latlMTision  to  Pi-chia-kang-tzu  (B  3) — Huo-shih-kang* 

tzu  (B  3), 
9th  DiviHiiiii  to  wait  until  the  second  and  third  cohimns 

rebelled  the  line  of  Sn-chia-ati  (B  8),  and  then  to 

attack  SHU-fang-tai  (B  4-)  from  the  south  and  T;^'est, 
Corps  Ai'tilleiy   and    reserve    brigade    to    Yu-chia-tai 

{A  3)  with  Army  Head -Qtmr tars. 

The  7th  and  Ist  Divisions  met  the  Rust*ian  cavalry  in  force 
on  the  line  Po-Un*tzu — Hu-ehan-tzu,  and,  driving  them  off"» 
pajihed  beyond  that  line^ 

The  9th  Division  attacked  Ssu-fang-tni  at  noon,  but  so 
Kirongly  was  it  entrenched,  and  bo  stubliornly  defended,  that  in 
spile  of  the  support  of  the  Corps  Artillery  in  the  afternoon^  it 
wmR  tnidnight  before  the  village  was  taken. 

The  Corps  Artillery  first  catno  into  action  at  Su*chia-an 
(B  3)*  driving  atiout  fifteen  Russian  squadrons  out  of  Tai-ping- 
chuatig  (B  4),  who  retired  to  the  north-east  and  then  entering 
Tai-piiig-chuang,  sup{x>rted  the  attack  of  the  9th  Divii^ion  on 
Si$u-fang^tiii- 

Thus,  the  Third  Army  l>egan  its  task  of  turning  the  right 
of  the  Buflstau  lines,  which  extended  from  Ssu-fang-tai  to 
Cbaag-tan  (B  4)  on  the  Hun  Ho,  and  thence  to  the  eastwtirtL 

6,  The  orders  for  the  2nd  March  were —  3iiA  Ifai 

Cavalry  to  Ma-shan-chia-tsm  (C  2  north)  on  the  Hsin- 

min-tun—Mukden  road, 
7tii  Diviaion  to  La-mudio  (C  2). 
1st  Divirtion  to  the  neighl>ourhood  of  Sha-li-ho  (C  3), 
9th  Division  to  Lin-chia-tai  (C  Z),  if  possible. 

The  9th  Diviiiion  was  unable  to  reach  Lin-chiu*taj  (C  3), 
because  the  left  of  the  Second  Army  with  which  connection  had 
to  W  inaiutaineil  could  luake  but  slow  progress, 

Thou^li  they  hnd  k^st  Ssu-fang'tai,  the  Hus»ianu  still  held 
th^ir  defences  eastwards  opposite  the  Second  Army,  and 
marvhing  round  the  right  ftimk  of  these,  the  9th  Division 
reached  Piao-to-tzu  (C  4),  where  it  met  strong  Russian  forces, 
and  remained  faemg  them  throughout  the  night. 

l?tt  and  7th  Division.H  reached  their  respective  tlestination>i 
at  nooih  Lnformution  wits  now  received  at  Army  Head-Quarters 
trmn  spiesi  (it  wan  untrue,  but  waa  then  believed  to  be  reliable) 
thai  large  bodies  of  Kussians  wet^  in  full  retreat  northwards 
from  Hukden,  and  it  ws%&  decided  to  puiih  the  Third  Army  on 
an  Cat  aJi  pomitble. 
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By  3  p.m.,  the  7th  Division  reached  the  line  (C  2)  Yeh-asa* 
niu-liu — Teng-mi-huang,  and  the  Ist  Division  the  line  (C  3) 
Ta-tzu-pu — Te-chang-yin-tzu. 

At  6  p.m.  the  Corps  Artillery  and  the  reserve  brigade 
reached  Sha-li-ho  (C  3). 

.The  1st  Cavalry  Brigade  from  the  Second  Army  was  now 
attached  to  the  Third  Army,  and  was  posted  at  Pan-chia-tai 
(C  3)  to  keep  up  connection  between  the  9th  and  1st  Divisions. 

At  5  p.m.,  some  Russian  batteries,  supported  by  about  one 
brigade  of  infantry,  and  shortly  followed  by  a  whole  division, 
appeared  in  front  of  the  Ist  and  7th  Divisions,  advancing  in 
the  direction  of  Sha-li-ho  and  Teng-mi-huang  (C  2). 

This  attack  came  on  exactly  between  the  1st  and  7th  Divi- 
sions, and  was  easily  repulsed  by  the  cross-fire  of  both  divisions 
to  which  it  was  exposed. 

Russian  troops  remained  in  Lan-shan-tai  (C  2),  whence  fire 
was  exchanged  with  the  Japanese  throughout  the  night 

So  ended  the  first  Russian  offensive  movement  against  the 
Third  Army. 

rd  Mftr  7*  Owing  to  the  distance  which  separated  the  9th  Division 

from  the  1st  and  7th  Divisions,  and  the  necessity  of  awaiting  the 
advance  of  the  Second  Army,  it  was  impossible  for  the  1st  and 
7th  Divisions  to  attempt  a  further  advance  on  the  3rd  March, 
but  they  were  not  destined  to  remain  in  idleness,  for  at  7  a.m. 
thirty  Russian  guns  opened  fire  from  Eao-ming-tai  (C  2,  3), 
and  the  16th  Russian  Army  Corps  began  an  attack  against  the 
line  (C  2)  La-mu-ho-Teng-mi-huang-Sha-li-ho. 

The  Corps  Artillery  at  Sha-li-ho  engaged  the  Russian  guns, 
and  as  on  the  previous  day,  the  cross-fire  of  the  Ist  and  the 
7tb  Divisions  repulsed  the  Russian  attack  with  heavy  loss. 

Further  north,  about  twenty-five  Russian  squadrons,  sup- 
ported by  a  brigade  of  infantry  with  guns,  advanced  from  the 
direction  of  Lao-pien  (C  1)  at  1  p.m. 

The  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade,  supported  by  two  battalions 
(one  battalion  of  the  7th  Division  and  one  battalion  of  the 
•  reserve  brigade),  met  this  attack  at  Ta-fang-shen  (C  1),  and 
though  the  Russians  advanced  to  within  some  seven  hundred 
yards  of  the  village,  they  retired  in  the  evening  without  making 
any  very  serious  attack. 

The  cavalry  on  both  sides  fought  dismounted. 

The  progress  made  by  the  Second  Army  on  this  day  enabled 
the  9th  Division  to  reach  Lin-chia-tai  (C  3),  where  it  was  in 
touch  with  the  1st  Division,  as  well  as  with  the  left  of  the 
Second  Army,  which  stood  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Hun  Ho. 

Ml  Mar.         8.  The  orders  for  the  4th  March  were : — 

9th  Division  to  Mukden  railway  station. 

Ist  Division  to  the  Northern  Tombs,  5  miles  north  of 

Mukden  (E  2). 
7th  Division  to  Chang-chia-izu  (E  2). 
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The   9th    Division    reached    Cbang-Bhih-tiin   (D   S),    after 
aoooiuiteHDg  eoosiderablo  oppoBttion,  but  finding  the  Russians 
.itroiigly  entrenched  on  the  line  Tang-shih-tun  (D  3) — Chang- 
-ehang  ( D  2),  waw  unable  to  proceed. 

The  1st  DiviRion  reached  Wu-chal-tun  (one  mile  west  of 
Pan*t&i  (D  2)  ).  where  information  was  received  that  Yu-hung- 
tuu  {D  2)  vn\B  occupied  by  a  RiisaiaD  regiment.  A  portion  of 
the  1st  Division  attacked,  and  gained  a  footing  in  the  western 
^{MUi  of  the  village,  but  found  the  Hessians  too  strongly  posted 
lo  complete  the  oceupatiom 

The   7th    Division    reached    Ta-shih-chiao   (D   2)   without 
^joppomtioQ. 

The  position  of  the  Russians  was  now  clear ;  their  line  of 

Imtrcnchmenta  extended  from  Fang-ahih-tun  (D  2)  on  the  right 

[by  Yu-hung-tun — ^Chang-shih-chang — Yaiig-rfiih-tun   (D  3)   to 

FlIo-diia'pQ  on  the  Utin  Ho,  and  thence  in  front  of  the  S^^ond 

Army  to  Un-sheng-pu  (D  4)  on  the  Sha  Ho. 

A  Cavalry  Division  waa  now  formed  under  one  command, 
Eeonsistitig  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Cavalry  BrigadeSt  two  batteiifia 
Wt  field  artillery  (of  which  one  was  armed  with  captured 
jBuman  gtins)  and  a  battery  of  six  machine  guns;  it  reached 
[Chien-hsiti-ttti-txu  (D  1),  north  of  the  Mukden — ^Hsin-Qiin^un 
on  this  day. 

9.  The  Third  Army  now  found  itself  opposed  in  force,  and  6tli 
fcble  to  advance  westwards ;  it  was  decided   to  outOank  the 
ian  position  by  edging  the  Third  Army  northwards. 
This  decision  entailed  a  flank  march  in  the  immediate  pre« 
^tenee  of  the  enemy,  and  it  was  etTectad  by  taking  the  9th  Divi- 
lioo  out  of  the  line»  and  placing  it  between  tlie   1st  and  7th 
Divitdons. 

The  Japanese  commanders  were  well  aware  of  the  difficulty 
and  danger  of  such  an  openition»  but  they  con o ted  correctly 
r  upon  the  want  of  enterprise  and  inactivity  so  often  dis- 
played by  their  enemy,  and  the  movement  was  carried  out 
-  ily. 
Aa  heavy  fighting  was  eirpected  on  the  5th  March,  the  with* 
ilrawal  and  transfer  northwards  of  the  9th  Divi'^ion,  whose 
figtiiing  line  was  five  hundred  paces  from  the  Russian  trenches, 
was,  of  course,  not  contemplated  till  after  nightfall,  and  the 
Army  remained  stationary  throughout  the  day  of  the 
March, 

During  the  night  of  the  5th  March  the  Sth  Division  of  the 
nd  Army  reached  Chang-shih-tun  fD  3),  and  relieved  the 
Eipit  of  the  9th  Division,  which  at  once  moved  northwards. 
10*  The  task  of  the  Third  Army  was  now  to  outflank  the  6th! 
ttian  line,  which  extended  to  Fang-shih-tun  (D  2i,  and  on 
I  moTEUDg  of  the  6th  March  at  10  a-nu  tlie  situation  was  as 
'  follows : — 

The  7th  Division  had   left  Ta«shib*chiao  (D  2)  and  wae 
iioving  to  the  line  (D  1),  Ping-lo-pu^ — Ku-shi-an. 
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The  1st  Division  extended  from  Fun-tai  (D  2),  northwards, 
towards  the  Mukden — Hsin-min-tun  road. 

The  9th  Division  was  moving  up  in  rear  of  this  line,  after 
relief  by  the  Second  Army,  to  Ta-shih-chiao,  to  take  its  place 
between  the  1st  and  7th  Divisions. 

The  Corps  Artillery,  reserve  brigade  and  Army  Head- 
Quarters  were  at  Ma-san-chia-tzu  (C  2). 

The  Cavalry  Division  was  at  Erh-tai-tzu  (D  1),  opposed  to 
Russian  cavalry  coming  from  a  north-easterly  direction. 

At  11  a.m.  an  exciting  incident  occurred.  The  Head- 
Quarters  of  the  9th  Division,  and  of  its  leading  brigade,  had 
reached  Ta-shih-chiao  (D  2)  in  advance  of  the  division,  the 
head  of  which  was  still  at  some  distance,  when  one  and  a-half 
brigades  of  Russian  infantry,  with  guns,  appeared  marching  on 
Ta-shih-chiao  from  the  north-east. 

For  the  moment,  one  company  of  the  1st  Division,  left  in 
Eao-li-tun  (D  2),  and  the  above  stafis  of  the  9th  Division, 
formed  the  only  available  defence  of  Ta-shih-cbiao,  and  the 
moment  was  a  sufficiently  anxious  one.  Messengers  were 
hastily  sent  to  call  up  the  reserve  brigade  from  Ma-san-chia-tzu 
and  to  hurry  on  the  leading  brigade  of  the  9th  Division,  which 
came  up  and  deployed  at  the  double. 

The  reserve  brigade  arrived  soon  afterwards,  and  the  Corps 
Artillery  coming  into  action  at  Hou-cheng  (D  2),  drove  back 
the  Russian  attack  by  3  p.m.,  and  the  situation  was  assured. 

On  the  night  of  the  6tb  March  the  Russians  held  the  line 
(D  2)  Tsao-hua-tun — Chuan-wan-chiao — Fang-shih-tun  (D  2)  in 
front  of  the  Third  Army,  and  thence  southwards  in  front  of 
the  Second  Army. 

7th  Mar.  11.  The  Third  Army  expected  on  this  day  to  reach  the 
line  (E  2)  Chang-chia-tzu — the  Northern  Tombs,  and  orders  were 
issued  accordingly : — 

1st  Division  to  the  Northern  Tombs. 

9th  Division  to  Liu-tiao-tun  (E  2). 

7th  Division  to  Chang-chia-tzu  (E  2). 

On  this  day  two  and  a-half  brigades,  which  formed  the 
general  reserve  of  the  Manchurian  armies,  were  sent  by  Marshal 
Oyama  to  Ma-san-chia-tzu  (C  2). 

The  7th  Division  reached  the  line  Ssu-tai-tzu  (D  2) — Chang- 
chia-tzu,  whence  trains  were  observed  going  north  on  the 
railway,  but  no  general  retreat  had  begun. 

The  9th  Division,  supported  by  the  Corps  Artillery,  attacked 
Tsao-hua-tun  (D  2),  which  it  captured  at  nightfall)  only  after 
a  stubborn  resistance  and  heavy  loss  on  both  sides. 

The  1st  Division  attacked  Chuan-wan-chiao  (D  2),  which 
it  only  occupied  at  nightfall,  when  Tsao-hua-tun  fell,  and  the 
Russian  line  was  witharawn  to  the  line  (D  2  n.e.)  Pa-chia-tzu — 
Hsiao-chi-tun. 

The  Cavalry  Division  advanced  to  Li-chia-pu-tzu  (D  1)  and 
Ta-hsin-tun  (D  1)  :  a  detachment  attempted  to  cut  the  railway 
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at  IlaK^hia^tai  (£  1),  bui^  only  Buoceeded  in  deetroykig  a  snmll 
poriion  before  it  wa«  driven  off. 

Tlie  reserve  brigades  at  Ma-san-chia-tsiu  oame  aiider  General 
Mqgi  8  eonmiaiid. 

12.  The  orders  issued  were —  Sth  Marr 

1st  Division  to  Hoti-chin-chia-wo-tzu  (D  2). 
0th    Division   to  the  road   crossing  over  the  railway 

2  miles  north-north-east  of  Mukden, 
7th  Diviaion  to  Idu-tiao-tun  (E  2). 

la  the  racjrnin^j  information  was  received  of  the  retreat  of 
the  Russian  forces  from  the  Sha  Ho  during  the  night  of  the 
Till  March,  aiul  it  became  all  the  more  imperative  for  the  Third 
Anny  U*  ywih  forward  and  intercept  the  retreat. 

The  ist  Divisioo  met  a  strong  Russian  counter-attack  from 
be  dlreetion  of  Hsiao-chi-tun  (D  2),  and  was  driven  back  on 
"bnan-wan-chiao    (D   2),   where    it   maintained   its    position, 
driving  the  enenjy  \u\ck  on  HHiaxHchi-tun  by  evening. 

Tlie  Uth  Divimon,  of  which  one  brigade  had  lain  in  front  of 

?a-chia-tjsu  all  the  previous  nighty  attacked  and  carried  that 

"Iftge,  with  the  support  of  the  Corps  Artillery,  early  in  the 

ling  J  infUetiDg  very  heavy  loss  on  the  Russians. 

The  7th   Division  attacked   (E  2)    Wang-chen-chuDg  and 

^plLn*tal-tzu,  but,  after  fighting  all  day  failed  to  carry  either 

The  Cavalry  Division  heli  Ite  ground  about  Hsiao-hsin~tun 
^D  1),  oppaned  to  a  ntmug  force  of  Ruasian  cavaliy,  strengthen^ 
by  a  detachment  of  infantry. 

Tilt;   Second    Army    wfis    still    slopi>ed    by    the    HussiftQ 
entrenchments  on  the  Yti*hung-tun  (D  2)  line,  and  with  th® 
^exception  of  the  capture   of  Pa-chia42u  (D  2  NX)  the  Third 
FAimy  uiade  no  progies^  on  this  clay. 

Ueanwldle  the  Russian  forces  in  its  front  were  increadng 
tvtiy  hour, 

Kight  attacks  were  contemplated  by  all  three  divisions  for 
r^iis  night,  but  news  was  receivetl  from  Mitrshal  Oyama's  Head- 
I  Quarters  of  the  commencement  of  the  Russian  retreat  from 
[Uaktlen  northwards,  and  of  the  enveloping  movement  of  tlie 
Fourth  and  First  Armies  from  the  mat  towardB  thu  milway. 
Tiie  Third  Army  was  therefore  ordereil  to  co-operate  with  this 
tiiio¥«]nent,  Ity  again  eilging  up  northwards  and  westwards  so  aa 
rici  surround  Stukden. 

The  orderi^  iamed   for    this    day   were    to  the   following  ®tli  Mar. 
L  tSeet  :— 

The  Dth  Division  wa^s  again  to  be  taken  out  of  the  line,  and 
'  further  north  on  the  left  of  the  7th  Division,  its  place 
1^  taken   by   the    1st   Division,    which   was   to   move   up 
northwarda 

Only  in  a  country  where  free  lateral  communieation  ii 
uKUjnpedeil  could  Rueh  a.  movemt^iit  be  }X)asibl6,  and  tt  was  again 
•ttcotttftllly  carried  ont. 

e    SCS94.  ^ 
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Leaving  a  small  force  at  Chuan-wan-chiao  (D  2)  io  fill  the 
gap,  until  relieved  by  troops  of  the  Second  Army,  tiie  main 
body  of  the  1st  Division  moved  north  to  Ssu-tai-tzu,  and  thence 
attacked  San-tai-tzu  (E  2)  (against  which  the  7th  Division  had 
failed  on  the  previous  day)  and  Ta-koan-tun  (D  2). 

The  attack  on  San-tai-tzu  (E  2)  was  partially  sucoeasfol, 
and  a  portion  of  the  village  was  occupied,  but  that  against 
Ta-kuan-tun  failed. 

The  7th  Division  attacked  Wang-chen-chung  (E  2)  during 
the  night  of  the  8th  March,  and  failed,  but  attacked  again  on, 
the  morning  of  the  9th  March. 

A  strong  wind  was  blowing  on  this  day,  and  a  continuous 
dust  storm  made  it  diflScult  to  see  more  than  a  few  hundred 
yards. 

Approaching  through  this  dust  a  Russian  brigade  came 
unexpectedly  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  7th  Division  and 
compelled  it  to  retreat  with  heavy  loss  on  its  reserves  at  Cliang- 
chia-tzu  (E  2). 

The  Russians  followed,  but  were  driven  off,  and  in  the 
afternoon  the  attack  on  Wcmg-chen-chung  was  renewed  by  the 
original  brigade,  now  reduced  to  little  more  than  a  regiment. 

At  6  p.m.  the  Russians  again  made  a  strong  counter-attack 
with  a  force  estimated  at  a  full  division,  and  again  drove  the 
Japanese  back  on  Chang-chia-tzu,  but  the  arrival  of  a  brigade 
of  the  Army  reserve  saved  the  situation,  and  the  Russians 
retreated  east 

The  9th  Division  concentrated  at  Tao-chi-tun  (D  1)  and 
advanced  with  its  main  body  on  Shu-kou-tzu  (E  l),detHching 
one  brigade  in  the  direction  of  Hu-chia-tai  (El). 

After  driving  four  Russian  battalions  out  of  Euo-chih-tun 
(E 1),  the  9th  Division  main  body  occupied  Euo-shan-ton 
(E  1),  where  it  remained  facing  the  enemy,  who  occupied  the 
next  village,  Tung-chang-shang. 

On  account  of  the  dust  storm,  the  Corps  Artillery  was 
-unable  to  take  part  in  this  day's  operations. 

The  Cavaliy  Division  remained  at  Ta-hsin-tun  (D  1)  and 
Hsiao-hsin-tun  (D  1). 

Mh  Kar.  The  envelopment  of  Mukden  was  not  yet  complete,  for  the 

Fourth  and  First  Armies  had  not  yet  reached  the  Tieh-ling — 
Mukden  road. 

The  Third  Army  was  therefore  required  to  make  a  fresh 
>fiffort  on  this  day  to  join  hands  with  the  Fourth  and  First 
Armies. 

The  1st  Division,  having  failed  on  the  9th  to  take 
Ta-kuan-tun  (D  2),  determined  to  carry  it  by  a  night  attack. 

The  Russians  held,  not  only  part  of  San-tai-tzu  and  the 
whole  of  Ta-kuan-tun,  but  also  a  line  of  trenches  uniting  the 
two  village& 

Four  battalions  of  the  1st  Division  succeeded  during  the 
night  in  penetrating  this  line,  and  reached  the  grove  in  which 
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stsod  the  Notthern  Tombs,  where  they  established  themaelves 
in  thi^  outer  walled  enclosure  of  the  Tombs* 

111©  Busdians,  however,  agaiu  occupied  their  line  Saa-tai-tzu — 
TA*ku&ii'tun.  although  the  four  battalions  iu  the  enclosure  in 
TmkT  held  out  against  all  attacks. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  March,  freah  troops  of  the 
Ist  Division  again  attacked  Ta-kuan-tuni  and  after  desperate 
fighting  occupied  it  at  4  p.m. 

The  retreating  RuBsians  lost  heavily  from  the  flanking  firo 
of  the  bobtod  battalions  which  had  held  out  in  the  T^mbs 
^RcIoKura 

At  5  p.rn-  b(jth  the  grove  surrounding  the  Tombs  and  the 
whole  of  San-tai-tzu  were  in  the  hands  of  the  1st  Division, 

The  7th  Division  succeeded  in  occupying  Wang-chen-ohung 
lE2)  at  6  pan*  in  the  evening,  but  only  when  the  Russians 
drew  off  to  follow  in  rear  of  their  retreating  columns* 

Aided  by  two  batteriefi  of  the  Corps  Artillery,  the  9tli 
Division  attacked  Tung-dmng-shang  (E  1)  on  the  morning  of 
the  1 0th,  and  after  repulsing  a  ittrong  counter-attELck  by  a  full 
Baiwian  division,  oecupietl  the  village  at  2.30  p.m. 

Thin  ilivision  advanced  ita  line  a  few  hundred  yaitls  beyond 
Titag-chaDg-shang  (E  IJ,  but  could  make  no  impression  on  Uie 
RosHian  line  beyond,  until  the  evening,  when  the  Rumictns 
wHbdrew  to  follow  their  retreating  columns. 

The  left  brigft<le  of  the  9  th  IM vision  atuicked  Wet-chu-hfli 
(El)  in  the  morning,  but  fiiiled  to  take  it,  an<l  the  RnssianH 
hM  the  line  Wei-chu-hsi' — Shu^kou-tzn  till  nightfall. 

The  Corps  Artillery  occupied  a  line  from  Kuo-chih-tun 
(E  1)  to  Chang-cbia-tzu  (E  2)  throughout  the  day,  whence  it 
played  with  shmpnel  upon  the  Russian  columns  plainly  visible 
retreating  between  the  railway  and  the  Tieh-ling  road. 

At  3  p.m.  one  regiment  of  the  Corps  Artillery  ceased  firing 
for  want  of  ammunition. 

On  the  evening  of  the  10th  March,  the  9th  Divieion  opened 
isommunication  by  signal  with  the  First  Army. 

At  noon  on  the  10th  March,  th@  Fourth  and  First  Annies 
fwehed  the  neighbouHiood  of  Tu-Un-pu  (E  2)  and  Pu-ho  (El) 
reapeetively ;  thus,  though  the  Russians  were  not  completely 
surrounded,  the  gap  throngh  which  they  escaped  was  so  narrow 
that  their  JosstiS  from  shrapnel  Hm  must  have  beeti  t^normous. 

The  stubborn  tenainiy  with  which  the  Ruswians  held  their 
line  tliroughout  the  10th  March  from  Wei-chu-h^i  (E  1)  along 
by  Shu-kou-bfU  and  War»g'chen*chung,  west  «>f  the  railway,  and 
the  exhaUHtion  of  the  Japanese  Third  Anny,  alonn  prevented 
that  Army  from  forming  a  junction  with  thu  Fonilrli  and  Fir^t 
Armies*  and  enabled  the  rear  of  the  Russian  column  to  get 
away. 

The  Third  Anny  lost  in  nil  15,000  men,  of  which  the  lojsea 
of  the  9th  l>ivL**ion,  which  bad  Iwrrne  the  brunt  of  the  attaoki, 
bo  6^000,      The  attack    on   Tsao-hua^tuu  (D  2)  on  the 
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8th  March  cost  this  division  1,500  m^n  from  one  brigade,  ftod 
the  Russians  3,000,  of  whom  600  were  found  dead. 

The  attack  of  its  second  brigade  against  Pa-chia-tzu  on  the 
following  day  found  1,500  dead  Russians  in  that  village,  while 
its  losses  nearly  equalled  that  of  the  first  brigade. 

The  7th  Division  lost  equally  heavily  on  the  9th  March 
against  Wang-chen-chung  (E  2). 

It  is  not  therefore  surprising  that  the  divisions  of  the  Third 
Army  were  unable  on  the  10th  to  accomplish  the  task  before 
them ;  and  in  the  absence  of  an  adequate  force  of  Japanese 
cavalry  and  horse  artillery,  the  remnant  of  the  Russian  Army 
escaped  capture. 

Attached  are  translations  of  two  Kanjos — oflBcial  letters  of 
recognition — from  Marshal  Oyama  to  the  Commander  of  the 
9th  Division,  and  from  the  Commander  of  the  Third  Army  to 
the  Commander  of  his  Corps  Artillery,  which  emphasize  not 
only  the  extraordinary  braver^'  and  endurance  of  the  9th 
Division^  but  also  the  admirable  tactical  handling  of  the  Cbrps 
Artillery,  which,  by  its  close  co-operation  and  support,  enabled 
the  infantry  to  succeed  in  apparently  impossible  attacka 

The  Corps  Artillery  lost  altogether  14  officers  and  350  rank 
and  file,  and  fired  550  rounds  per  gim.  In  this  battle  they  used 
about  fifty  per  cent,  of  high-explosive  shell.  It  is  remarkable 
how  useless  shapnel  is  against  troops  sheltered  behind  the  walh 
of  a  Manchurian  village,  and  the  Japanese  troops  so  placed 
suffered  practically  no  loss  from  the  Russian  artillery  fire.  The 
effect  of  the  Japanese  shell  is,  on  the  other  hand,  plainly  visible 
in  the  total  destruction  of  the  villages  against  which  their  fire 
was  directed. 

The  Third  Army  Head-Quarters  were  throughout  connected 
by  telephone  with  the  Manchurian  Army  Head-Quarters,  whose 
influence  is  apparent  in  the  foregoing  narrative  upon  the  general 
direction  of  the  Third  Army's  movements. 

NoTK. — The  foreign  attaches  who  witnessed  the  Russian 
retreat  on  the  10th  March  from  Kuo-chih-tun  are  full  of 
admiration  for  the  way  in  which  the  Russians  held  the  line 
Shu-kou-tzu  (E  1)— San-tai-tzu  (E  2)— Ta-kuan-tun  (D  2) 
against  the  Japanese  Third  Army  all  day  long  while  their 
columns  streamed  northwards  east  of  the  railway  line. 

Russian  batteries  were  posted  in  the  villages  along  their 
line  west  of  the  railway  and  kept  up  a  heavy  shrapnel  fire 
against  which  the  Japanese  could  not  advance,  and  between  the 
villages  were  extended  lines  of  infantry.  The  Japanese  guns 
replied,  playing  with  shrapnel  on  the  retreating  columns  till,  at 
3  p.m.,  half  the  Corps  Artillery  and  the  Divisional  Artillery  of 
the  9th  Division  ceased  fire  for  want  of  ammunition. 

Towards  evening  the  Russian  covering  force  drew  off  in 
good  order,  from  its  left  flank  first,  each  portion  retiring  in  turn 
over  the  railway  and  following  on  in  rear  of  the  columns. 
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Tho  Japanefie  divisions,  e^chausted  and  redaced  by  days  of 
hurJ  Hghiing,  lay  all  flay  pow^rle^  to  pieica  the  Rtia'^ian  line, 
aoil   it  was  not    till  the    eoemy  withdrew   that   tbey  could 
lailvaoM  to  the  railway. 


APPENDIX, 

Tmnslaiion  of  a  Kanjo,  or  official  letter  of  reeognition,  from 
Marshal    Maiyiuis    O^arryit,  commanding  the    Itaperml 
I  Jii}kine3&  Artnim  in  Mmwhuria,  to  the  9th  Divmwn, 

During   the  engagetnent  to  the   vicinity   of    Makden   the 
9lh  Ui virion,  which  liad  kept  in  touch  with  the  left  wing  of 
the  Sfcond  Artny  since  the  uttack  on  Ssii-faog-tai,  p reaped  the 
[eoemy  hack  towards  Mukden,  and  pressed  him  very  cIo:*eIy. 

Shortly  afterwards,  wh^o    the   Third    Army   turned   in   a 
nortli-€asterIy  direction,  the  div^ision  proved  itself  to   be   the 
backbone  of  the  Army,  and  dj'ove  back  the  stubborn  enemy  at 
I  IVao-huiwtun  and  Pa-chia-t2U* 

La»tiy»  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kuo-chih-tun  the  division, 
l^reftUy  reduced  in  numbprs,  intercepted  a  fruperior  force  of  the 
» enemy  and  turned  the  left  tiank  of  the  TtuHsian  Army, 

I  recognize  the  greiit  merit  of  tlie  aeticni^  perfonned  by  the 
«aid  divisir>n,  and  I  hereby  confer  this  Kanja. 

(Signed)        MAasHAL  MARQUta  Iwawo  Oyama, 

Commanding  the  Imperial  Japanese 
ArmieH  in  Alttnchuriii. 

17th  day  of  March :  38fch  year  of  Meiji^ 


Tmndatian  of  a  Kanjo,  or  official  letter  of  reco^itimi  of 
mrvices,  from  General  Maron  Nofji,  comniantiiiig  t/ie  Thinl 
hnperial  Japanem  Army^  to  the  tnd  Field  Artillery 
Battalion. 

During  the  rnu;:it(etiiL*ut  on  the  7th  March  1905  in  the 
OftighlH>urh<XKl  of  Ghvtan-wan^chiao  and  Tsao-hua-tun,  the 
aitiick  deliven'd  on  the^e  twD  villagea  by  the  1st  and  9th 
Divuiianii  met  with  a  serious  check. 

At  this  critical  moment  the  2nd  Field  Artillery  Battalion, 
leaving  ita  position  near  the  village  of  Hon-cheng  and  regnrd- 
kaa  01  lowes,  mivaiiced  for  two  thousand  yards  over  perfectly 
open  ground  under  the  enemy *s  tire-  The  battalion  then  took  up 
iti  poaition  near  the  vilkgc  of  Kao-li-tvin  and  po^ired  a  lieavy 
concentrated  fire  on  the  enemy,  thus  giving  great  assistance  to 
lbs  Attack. 

Affain,  at  the  attack  on  Tung-ch&ng^hang  village  by  the 
MhDivtmou  on  the  10th   March,  1005,  the  2nd  Battalion  of 
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the  Field  Artillery  Brigade  advanced  for  about  one  thousand 
five  hundred  yards  under  a  severe  fire>  and  coming  into  action* 
at  a  distance  of  only  five  hundred  yards  from  the  Russian  posi- 
tion, opened  a  heavy  fire  on  the  enemy,  thereby  affording 
support  to  the  attacking  infantry. 

Moreover,  when  the  enemy  delivered  a  vigorous  counter- 
attack, this  battalion  aided  materially  in  repulsing  it  by  the 
intensity  and  accuracy  of  its  fire. 

In  recognition  of  the  valour  and  great  merit  of  the  above 
deeds,  I  have  the  honour  to  confer  this  Kanjo. 

(Signed)        General  Babon  KrrEN  Nogi, 
Commanding  Third  Imperial 
Japanese  Army. 
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(10)  Battle  of  Mukden ;  Action  of  the  Cavalry  of 
the  Third  Japanese  Army. 


RWOET  hy  Colonel  W,  H,  Bihkbbck   C.B*,  MancUuriii, 
22Dd  April  1905. 


(Se^  Map  60.) 

At  first  sight  on^  is  inclmed  to  accuse  the  Japanese  cavalry 
of  want  of  eiit**rpri8e  and  of  hugging  the  infantry  columtiB, 
from  which  it  was  never  8ej>aratea  by  more  than  fii'e  miles, 
butOD  fiirtlier  consideration  ooe  is  compelled  to  admit  that  ita 
oonnie  of  action  was  correct 

The  Japimese  cavah-y  labours  under  certain  disadv^antages; 
the  Japanese  themselvcES  at^  not  natural  honemen,  and  tneiv 
honefl,  which  are  mere  poniee,  are  mdifTerent  beaata  and 
ill^nited  fur  cavalry. 

The  tnen  are  trained  to  fight  both  mounted  and  distnonntt'd, 
bat  only  an  a  means  to  an  end,  and  that  end  m  reconnaissance. 

The  most  intelligent  among  the  recruits  of  the  year  are 
drafted  to  Uie  cavalry,  and  the  indi%'idual  trainiog  given  in 
aeon  ting,  nmp-rea<]ing,  &c.,  is  most  thorough,  and  the  many 
brilliant  exploits  of  officei*s'  patrols,  which  have  penetrated  to 
Harbin,  Kinn,  and  Tieh-ling  during  the  recent  winter,  show  ita 
vain*". 

Thus,  thongh  individually  moat  daring  and  intelligent  Bconts 
and  good  tighters,  tlie  -lapane»e  cavalry  is  collectively  ioferioF 
tQ  quality  to  the  other  two  arms,  while  in  numbers  it  amounia 
oiiiy  to  some  sixty  ^qnadrons,  unsupported  by  mounted  infantryv 
or  by  horse  artillery,  until  the  recent  battle,  when  a  borse 
battery  was  impTO vised.* 

The  Russians,  on  the  other  hand,  are  credited  with  25,000 
mounted  men,  ie.,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  squadrons, 
inclndlng  Cossacks. 

Having,  then,  so  few  mounted  men,  and  knowing  the 
enormous  Russian  superiority  in  numbers,  the  Japanese  com- 
tnander  is  wise  to  be  careful  of  his  cavalry,  tor,  like  Admiral 
Togo  with  his  Viattleshipft,  he  cannot  atfurd  to  risk  his  squadrons 
at  cloee  quarters  with  a  superior  weight  uf  metal,  however  haae. 

During  the  first  three  days,  the  27th  and  2iith  February 
aod  the    1st   March,  the  Third  Army  had   only  one  cavalry 

^  Tliirteen  regimoDte  of  dirisiotiftl  r&TuIry,  eacb  tbr«e  flqoftdrotis,  slid 
two  eftvalrj  bn^dm^  e»ch  of  eight  i^quadroDS.  wis  the  pe&OB  itFtegtb. 
— W.  M.  B. 
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brigade,  which  could  not  hope  effectively  to  conceal  the  march 
of  the  columns  upon  a  front  of  12  miles,  «nd  therefore  Qonfijaed 
its  efforts  to  protecting  the  outer  flank  and  to  making  etire 
that  there  was  no  considerable  Russian  force  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Liao,  pushing  with  that  object  to  Hsin-min-tun  (A  1). 

Means  other  than  by  employing  a  cavalry  screen  had  always 
been  successfully  taken  to  induce  in  the  Russian  Commander's 
mind  the  belief  that  the  real  Japanese  turning  mov^oient  was 
to  be  directed  against  his  left  flank,  and  the  advance  of  the 
Third  Army,  once  it  had  crossed  the  Hun,  needed  no  further 
concealment. 

On  the  first  day  (27th  February)  eight  Japanese  (i.6.,  one 
brigade)  and  about  fifteen  Russian  squadrons  were  in  contact, 
but  when  the  Japanese  cavalry  crossed  the  Liao,  and  the 
Russian  squadrons  fell  back  in  a  north-easterly  direction  before 
the  advance  of  the  infantry  columns,  they  became  separated, 
and  it  was  not  apparently  till  the  3rd  March  that  they  met 
again  on  the  Mukden — Hsin-min-tun  (A  1)  road,  after  which 
they  were  constantly  in  close  opposition  without  dedaive 
result. 

My  request  to  Army  Head-Quarters  for  information  as  to 
the  stiengtb  of  the  Japanese  detachmcuit  which  reached  Hsin* 
min-tun  on  the  1st  March,  and  the  opposition  encountered,  has 
not  met  with  succesa 

On  the  2nd  March  the  1st  Cavalry  Brigade,  from  the  Second 
Army,  was  placed  at  Pan-chia-tai  (C  3)  to  fill  a  gap  in  the  line 
of  the  Third  Army,  and  the  following  evening  it  joined  the 
2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  upon  the  exposed  flank,  and  on  the 
4th  March  a  cavalry  division  was  formed  at  Chien-hsin-tai-tzu 
(D  1)  with  two  batteries  of  field  artillery  and  one  of  six 
machine  guns. 

On  the  3rd  March  the  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade,  supported  by 
two  battalicHis  of  infantry,  successfully  staved  off  the  advaoee 
of  twenty-five  to  thirty  Russian  squadrons  at  Ta-fang-shen  (C 1) 
on  the  Mukden-Hsin-min-tun  road  upon  the  flank  of  the 
army. 

From  this  day  onwards  the  Japanese  cavalry  (now  a  full 
division  of  sixteen  squadrons)  found  itself  constantly  opposed 
by  greatly  superior  forces. 

I  am  not  aware  what  were  its  number?,  but  presumably 
the  bulk  of  the  Russian  cavalry  would  be  used  in  this  open 
country  rather  than  in  the  billy  region  upon  the  other  flank. 
In  these  circumstances  the  Japanese  cavalry  could  never  go 
far  from  infantry  support ;  but  by  occupying  villages  and 
holding  them  with  artillery,  machine  gun,  and  rifle  fire,  it 
succeeded  in  maintaining  its  position  upon  the  exposed  flank  of 
the  Third  Army,  where  it  was  ready  to  follow  up  the  retreating 
Russians,  which  presumably  it  has  done,  though,  as  information 
of  its  movements  subsequent  to  the  9th  March  is  at  present 
denied  me,  I  cannot  say. 


BATTLB  OF   M0KDEN. 


238 


The  posiitons  at  Ii-chia-pu*tzu  (p  1),  Ta-hsin4uji  (D  1),  and 
Esmo-hmn-tiia  (D  1)  were  well  choeerii  for  the  ground  risea 
|iercaptibly,  nortti  of  Mukdetip  to  a  ridge  upon  which  these 
¥iUagts  stand,  giving  a  fair  view  over  a  good  deal  of  th6 
eurnmBding  country « 

Oa  the  7th  Blarch  a  detachment  succeeded  in  slightly 
^dauu^ing  the  luilway  near  Hu*chia-t^ii  (E  1),  but  this  was 
filly  repaif^.  It  i^  sufficiently  surprising  that  no  further 
I  damage  was  done  to  the  line  during  the  8Ui  and  9th,  for  it 
I  wotild  have  been  worth  a  considerable  sacrifice  to  prevent  the 
cape  of  the  eight  hundred  cars  which  left  Mukden  during  the 
I  night  of  the  9th  March, 

The  inaction  of  the  RuBsian  cavalry  is  difficult  to  account 
for.  The  army  it*  credited  with  25,000  niouoted  men,  or  about 
ISO  8qiiJidn>ns  ;  upon  its  right  ilank  were  the  Hat,  open  valleys 
of  the  Htin  and  the  Liao,  and  opposed  to  it  only  one  division,  or 
16  sauadrons  of  Japane.se  eavalry ;  the  river  aud  strenms  were 
all  ntKzen  and  pafestible  auywlxcre;  tlie  country  w^as  full  cf 
villages  fitacked  full  of  kaoliang,  which  is  excelleot  forage  ;  tlie 
countiy  was  frozen,  but  frozen  dry  with  a  few  inches  of  friable 
dual  on  the  top,  not  slippery  arifl  r5now*covered  as  in  Europe  ; 
K  was  the  line  of  communication  of  the  Third  Army 
,  out  from  Liao-yang,  up  which  convoj^a  of  Cbineae 
carts  were  continually  bringing  the  fi^otl  and  ammunition  necas- 
flarv  to  supply  the  fighting  lirje  throughout  the  ten  days'  battle; 
a  circuit  of  seventy  miles  would  hnve  brought  them  on  to  the 
railway  ^oiith  of  Liag-yaDg,  the  main  Hue  of  supply  of  all  the 
Japanese  armies ;  and  yet  absolutely  no  offensive  movement 
aeema  even  to  have  been  attempteiL 

The  attaches  on  the  Kussian  side  may  possibly  escplain  this 
inaction;  to  ns  it  is  incomprehensible,  unless  it  be  that  the 
Russian  dragixm  has  been  so  cmascu kited  by  bia  training  as 
to  have  lost  all  the  Man  and  enterprise  of  the  true  cavalry 
HolJier,  If  this  be  the  true  explanation,  there  is  no  more 
conchtsive  argument  in  support  of  the  retention  in  our  cavalry 
training  of  all  that  ndates  to  Varnu  blanehfi  than  the  iDaction 
of  the  Russian  cavulry  anncMJ  with  the  rifle  and  bayonet  and 
lauglit  primarilj/  to  fight  on  foot* 
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(11)  The  Battle  of  Mukden;  with  special  reference 
to  the  First  Japanese  Army. 


Report  by  Lieut.-Colonel  C.  V.  Hume,  D.SO.,  Royal  Artillery. 
Tokio,  8th  July  1905. 


Plate. 

Map  illustrating  daily  position  of  the  Japanese  Armies 

during  the  tottle    -  -  -  -  -    Map  61 


Covermg  Letter. 


1.  I  have  compiled  the  accompanying  report  on  the  battle 
of  Mukden  mainly  from  information  received  from  General 
Euroki's  staffs  but  have  added  my  own  observations  and  also 
information  obtained  from  other  sources.  The  report  deals 
primarily  with  the  operations  of  the  First  Army,  but  as  I  was 
given  the  general  situation  of  each  of  the  other  Armies  on 
successive  days,  I  am  able  to  give  you  a  comprehensive  sketch 
of  the  strategy  (or  "  grand  tactics  ")  of  the  battle.  Accurate 
accounts  of  the  operations  of  the  Second  and  Third  Armies  will 
be  forthcoming  from  our  attach^  with  those  Armies,  but  those 
of  the  Ta-lu  and  Fourth  Armies  will  probably  remain  for  some 
time  the  mere  sketches  I  have  been  able  to  obtain. 

2.  The  composition  of  the  various  armies  was  kept  secret 
from  us,  and  the  only  one  I  can  speak  of  with  any  certainty  is 
the  First  Army.     This  was  composed  as  follows : — 

Guard  Division  complete,  plus  three  four-gun  batteries  of 
Russian  field  guns. 

2nd  Division  complete. 

12th  Division  complete. 

Umezawa  Brigade  (reservists),  plus  four  six-gun  batteries  of 
field  artillery. 

Awaibara  Bri^ide  (reservists). 

One  battery  of  12-cro.  guns — ma.de  some  time  ago  in  Japan, 
of  bronze,  from  an  Italian  pattern. 

One  battery  of  15-cm.  howitzers  on  field  carriages. 

About  twenty-four  9*5-cm.  howitzers  or  mortars,  carried  on 
beds  in  transport  carts. 

Each  regular  division  had  14  machine  guns. 

The  Umezawa  Brigade  acted  independently  on  the  Sha  Ho> 
while  the  Awaibara  Brigade  was  attached  to  Uie  12th  Division. 
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la  the  pufsiiit  the**e  two  brigadee  formed  the  reserve  of  the 
First  Arniy  till,  on  the  10th  March,  Ume;Kawa  was  sent  to 
prolong  the  line  held  by  the  Guard  and  came  under  the  general 
officer  commanding  Guard  Division.  The  heavy  guns  and 
howitss^iB  were  used  in  tiie  fighting  on  the  Sha  Ho  and  were 
mostly  plaeed  on  the  Kuan-nhan  Ling  (E  5),  but  when  the 
piiivaii  begun  on  the  8th  they  were  left  hopelessly  in  the  re^r, 
and  I  do  not  think  any  of  them  ever  tiucceeded  in  getting  into 
aciioin  again. 

3,  The  other  armies  were  constituted  somewhat  as  follows : — 
The  Yadu   Army  comprised  the  11th  Division  from   Port 

Arthur  and  probably  three  or  (our  reserve  brigades.* 

The  Fourth  Army  comprised  the  6th  and  lOth  Divimons.  It 
had^  in  previous  battles,  comprised  the  5th  and  10th  Divisions^ 
but  during  the  winter  it  had  only  held  a  short  line,  and  the  5th 
bad  been  held  in  reserve  together  with  the  8th  Division,  At 
Ihe  end  of  January''  the  5th  and  8th  Divisions,  together  with  the 
tnd  Division  from  the  First  Army,  were  sent  west  to  fight  ai 
Uet'koa-tui,  and  after  that  battle  the  2nd  Division  returned 
to  tlie  First  Army,  the  5tli  ami  8  th  remained  and  formed  the 
centre  and  left  of  Uie  Hecond  Aj  my  on  ils  new  aligimient,  while 
the  Gth  DivLslon  from  the  right  of  the  Second  Army  was 
tnmiferred  to  the  Fourth  Anny  to  replace  the  5th  Divi!*ion, 
Tlie  Fourth  Anny  also  comprifled  the  1st  Independent  Field 
Artillciry  Brig*ide  and  four  28-cm.  (l!-inch)  howitzers  brought 
up  fp'om  Port  Arthur* 

The  Second  Army  comprised  the  4 ill,  5th  and  8th  Divisiona 
The  Third  Army  comprised  the  lit,  7th  and  9th  Divisions* 
The    re**ervf*,   kept  in  hand   by    Oyama,   consisted   of   the 
Srd  Division  and  three  reserve  biigadca 

To  each  of  the  S^jond^  Third  ontl  Fourth  Armies  may  be 
atldt'd  twa  or  three  re^ierve  brigade;?,  some  heavy  guns  and 
hovvitserF,  and  one  or  two  batteries  of  captured  Russian  field 
guns. 

4.  In  Hfldition  to  the  foregf>ing  there  were : — 
Tiie  2nd  Independent  Field  Artillery  Brigade,  probably  with 
lor  the  Second  or  Third  Army.t 

The  1st  Cavalry  Brigade  (Major  General  Akiyama)«  con- 
necting the  Second  and  Third  Armies. 

Where  the  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  was  I  do  not  know.J 

Jntroilttd&ry  Renmrls, 

1.  The  battle  of  Mukden  was  (ought  along  a  very  ex  ten- lei? 
fmnt  Dulling  the  winter  the  three  Armies  which  had  fonght 
and  won  thei>attleof  Uie  Slia  Flo  held  a  line  about  35  miles 

•  On©  reteri^  division* 

t  ApfMurenllj  9  batteries  were  with  the  Second  Anzij  and  27  wiih  the 
TMrdAmj. 

t  The  preriotie  report!  sbow  it  wm  with  Ibe  Tbird  Army, 
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long,  from  Pen^hsi-hu  (E  6)  on  the  right  to  west  of  lin-sheng-pa 
(€  5)  on  the  left  After  the  battle  of  Hei-kou-tai  (B  5)  the 
left  was  extended  to  the  Hun  at  that  place,  and  the  front  then 
measured  50  miles  in  length.  When  the  Ta-lu  Army  was  in 
position  on  the  right  and  the  Third  Army  concentrate  in  rear 
of  the  left,  the  front  from  Chien-chang  (O  6)  to  Hsiao-pei-ho 
(B  6)  was  between  90  and  100  miles  long,  and  this  length  of 
front  was  maintained  during  the  first  part  of  the  advance. 
These  distances  do  not  include  the  front  occupied  by  the 
Japanese  cavalry,  which  was  beyond  the  left  flank  of  the  line. 
When  the  Russians  subsequently  retreated  from  Mukden,  the 
Japanese  line  from  Fu-shun  (E  4)  on  the  right  to  west  of 
Mukden  on  the  left  was  reduced  once  more  to  about  35  miles  in 
length. 

2.  The  country  fought  over  has  been  much  described  and 
will  be  again  described  in  the  detailed  accounts  of  the  operations 
of  the  divisions  of  the  First  Army.  A  short  general  account  is 
therefore  all  that  is  required  here.  The  Ya-lu  and  First  Armies 
operated  entirely  in  the  hills.  The  Fourth  Army  advanced  to 
the  Hun  tiirough  a  line  of  country  where  the  hills  blend  with 
the  plains,  affording  the  Russians  a  series  of  strong  defensive 
positions  separated  by  flat  open  ground.  The  Second  and  Third 
Armies  operated  in  the  plain,  where  the  obstacles  consisted  of 
entrenched  river  beds  and  walled  villages.  The  whole  country 
was  bare  and  bleak ;  the  low  hills  and  every  bit  of  level  were 
covered  with  the  frozen  ridge  and  furrow  of  the  kaoliang, 
millet  and  bean  fields,  and  the  few  patches  of  wood  on  the 
stony  hills  had  been  thinned,  or  cleared  altogether,  to  provide 
fuel  for  the  opposing  armies  during  the  winter. 

3.  In  the  hills  the  line  of  the  Sha  Ho  and  Tung-kou  (E  6) 
valleys  run  generally  east  and  west,  and  it  was  along  this  line 
that  the  First  Army  fought  from  the  24th  February  till  the 
8th  March,  when  the  pursuit  began.  Where  the  Guard  and 
12th  Divisions  fought  the  sole  of  the  valley  is  flat  and  tare, 
and  from  half  a  mile  to  one  mile  wide.  On  the  Japanese  side, 
Ma-erh  Shan  (D  5  south),  Hua-kou-lin  Shan,*  Wai-tou  Shan 
(D  5  S.E.),  Hsiao-liu-yu  Shanf  and  Kuan-shan  Ling  (E  5  s.w.) 
were  the  main  peaks,  rising  from  four  hundred  and  fifty  to  six 
hundred  feet  above  the  valley,  while  Ma-chuan-tzu  Shan  (D  5) 
and  Te-te  Shan  (D  5)  were  spreading  under  features,  the  highest 
points  of  which  were  under  two  hundred  feet  above  the  Sha  Ho. 
On  the  Russian  side  there  was  a  belt  of  hills  opposite  the  Guard, 
two  hundred  to  three  hundred  feet  high  and  a  mile  or  so  wide, 
separating  the  Sha  Ho  and  Tang-tai-jen-shan  (£  5)  valleys 
^nd  running  eastwards  into  the  tangled  mass  of  high,  steep 
mountains.  Along  this  belt  ran  the  Russian  entrenched  posi- 
tion with  three  lines  of  trenches  and  numerous  obstacles,  and 

I  I       ■  I  H     iB  I  ■       .  .  

*  Not  marked  on  map ;  it  is  near  Haa-kon  (D  5  soath). 

t  Not  marked  on  map ;  it  is  near  H6iao4ia*chia-yn  (D  5  B.B.). 
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|*«iteii^ii|f  aa  fax  east  as  Ma-chun-tan  (F  5  K*w.).  A  little  north 
of  the  Yang-tai'jexi-shan  valley  the  valleys  run  north  and  south 

[mod  draiii  into  the  Huo,  the  hilk  sinking  and  the  valleys 
widening  as  iliey  approach  the  Hun. 

4.  Where  the  First  Araiy  crossed  the  Hun  valley  it  was 
flat,  Ijar©  and  open,  and  from  three  to  five  miles  wide*  Immedi- 
ately along  the  north  bank  rose  bare,  rolling  hills»  one  hundred 
and  fifty  to  three  hundred  feet  high,  which  extended,  with 
oec^ional  higher  ridge'^j  up  to  the  valley  of  the  Fan  (E  2). 
Along  the  north  bank  of  the  Hun  and  at  other  points  in 
th^^e  hillii  some  entrenehments  had  been  made,  and  in  front 
of  Chu-chan  (D  4  east)  were  a  couple  of  infantry  redoubts  on 
ibt  river  bank*  These  latter  were  nt>t  used,  the  pursuit  being 
pushed  too  rapidly  to  allow  the  Russians  lime  to  organisse  a 
ptoper  defence  of  the  line  of  the  Hun* 

5,  The  vallev  of  the  Fan  (E  2)  is  narrower  than  that  of  the 
Hun,  and  the  h\\\A  on  the  noHh  bank  ai*e  steeper  and  higher, 
formidable  hills  which  were,  however,  but  lightly  entrenched 
lien>  and  there*  Where  the  2nd  Division  fooght  near  Chang* 
cliXa-lou-tzu  (E  2),  the  valley  narrows  to  a  gorge,  five  hundred 
to  eight  hundred  yards  wide,  the  iiilU  on  each  side  rising  almost 
aheer  and  those  on  the  north  bank  tlropping  to  the  river  edge. 
In  other  parts  the  valley  is  from  one  to  three  miles  wide.  North 
of  the  Fan  valley  these  hills  continue,  a  gt>od  deil  broken  up 
by  wide  valleys,  till  they  sink  into  the  valley  of  the  Tieb-liog 
river  (E  2). 

€•  Along  Uie  north  ai<le  of  tliis  latter  valley  a  line  of  bills 
run**  in  an  eaiterly  diR-ctioii,  starting  from  a  fKjint  just  south- 
pajst  of  the  town  of  Tieh-ling.  On  this  ridge  had  been  con- 
structed the  elaborate  works  of  the  tnuch-Ulked-of  Tieh-ling 

'.{loeition,  aiifl  fn>in  its  we<4tern  end  the  ontrenchmentM  weire 
enmoil  in  front  of  Tieh-iing  across  the  level  to  the  Liao.  I 
nydis  over  to  Tioh4ing  ooe  day  and  had  a  look  at  Uie  wc^t  end 
of  the  ridge.  an<l  a  more  perfect  exposition  of  field  fortification 
and  engineering  I  never  saw,  The  ground  was  argillaceous  and 
out  like  cheefte,  and  the  deep  trencheB  in  three  lines,  the  eovei^d 
way^  olMtactes,  gun  emplacements,  sandb^  revetments  and  the 
eommunications,  both  lateral  atid  to  the  rear,  cut  in  the  steep 

LJilopes*  were  laid  out  and  tinij^hed  Ln  the  mo^t  perfect  ^yle* 
The  Russians  ai^  reported  to  have  employed  three  thousand 
Chinese  coolies  during  a  period i  of  four  montlis  to  make  them. 

7,  Ttic  rivers*  are  very  much  like  those  of  North  India,  but 
though  their  bankg  are  higher  in  the  plairm  than  they  are  in 

ftbe  hi  IK  they  never  cut  so  deep  into  the  ground  as  Fanjab 

(tand  South  African  rivers  do.  Their  bottoms,  in  the  hills,  are 
'genemlly  i^andy  or  pebbly  and  sound,  but  stretches  of  deep 
mud  mud  quicksand  are  to  be  foun<l.  Withies  and  reeds  grow 
ill  patches  along  their  courses*  In  the  hilly  country  traversed 
by  the  First  Army  the  rivei«  varied  much   in    width.     The 
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Sha  Ho  was  practically  no  obstacle,  its  channel  being  under  one 
hundred  yards  wide,  only  a  foot  or  eighteen  inches  deep,  and 
frozen  hard.  The  Hun  and  Fan  are,  however,  formidable 
obstacles  even  when  low,  though  fords  are  to  be  found  opposite 
the  main  villages.  Near  Chu-chan  (D  4  east)  the  bed  of  the 
Hun  was  about  one  thousand  yards  wide,  the  river  flowing  in 
two  channels,  the  main  one  of  which  was  a  couple  of  huncured 
yards,  and  two  to  four  feet  deep,  with  a  strong  current.  Four 
or  five  miles  west  of  Fu-shun  the  bed  was  over  a  mile  wide,  the 
river  again  flowing  here  in  two  channels.  In  other  parts  it 
was  narrower,  the  single  channel  containing  more  water.  The 
Fan  is  like  the  Hun,  but  on  a  somewhat  smaller  scale,  though 
at  the  points  at  which  I  crossed  it  the  volume  of  water  was 
considerable. 

8.  Wlien  the  battle  began  the  weather  was  very  cold.  The 
thermometer  fell  to  zero  (Fahrenheit)  at  nights  and,  though 
the  days  were  generally  bright,  a  piercing  north  wind  blew 
frequently,  bringing  occasional  blizzards  of  fine  snow  with  it. 
But  even  then  the  sun  was  beginning  to  gain  power,  and  when 
the  pursuit  began  the  thaw  was  pronounced.  There  was  a 
good  deed  of  anxiety  as  to  whether  the  Hun  would  be  reached 
in  time  to  enable  the  troops  to  cross  on  the  ice,  and  as  it  turned 
out  they  were  only  just  in  time.  At  some  spots  the  ice  bore 
all  right,  but  at  others  the  centre  of  the  main  channel  was 
uncovered  for  a  few  yards,  and  the  men  had  to  step  off  the 
ice  into  two  feet  or  so  of  water,  and  then  on  to  the  ice  again. 
The  officer  commanding  a  regiment  of  field  artillery  with  the 
Fourth  Army  told  me  ho  succeeded  in  getting  his  regiment 
over  on  the  ice  on  the  10th  March,  but  that  the  foUowing 
day  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  even  a  Japanese 
transport  cart  could  be  got  over.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  First 
Army  only  found  one  bridge  standing,  a  ricketty  wooden  one 
put  up  by  the  Russians  at  Wan-pu-chieh  (E  4),  a  few  miles 
west  of  Fu-shun,  which  proved  of  the  greatest  value  to  the 
2nd  Division. 

The  Battle  on  the  Sha  Ho. 

1.  There  was  no  pursuit  after  the  battle  of  the  Sha  Ho,  for 
at  that  time  the  Japanese  had  not  made  their  preparations  for 
a  really  big  blow  at  the  Russian  field  army.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  the  number  of  men  available  was  sufficient  for  the  purpose, 
but  ammunition  was  somewhat  short,  and,  with  Port  Arthur 
holding  out,  it  was  impossible  to  make  quite  sure  that  the 
supply  to  the  field  army  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  it  to  fight 
a  decisive  and  prolonged  battle  After  the  battle  of  the  Sha  Ho 
therefore,  the  Japanese  directed  all  their  efibrts  to  collecting 
men  and  material,  and  then  they  had  to  go  into  winter  quarters. 
In  ordinary  years  the  cold  is  intense  enough  to  stop  operations 
during  the  winter,  but  last  winter  was  a  comparatively  mild 
one,  and  it  was  not  the  weather  that  prevented  the  Japanese 
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i^dt'^ancA^'  ffijin  taking  place  earlier  ihnn  it  did.  Had  everything 
t^den  rmdy,  they  would  have  pushed  on  after  the  battle  of 
Hei-kou*tai  as  th©  amount  of  froH-bit©  at  that  battle  waa  not 
very  great,  but  they  then  had  to  wait  for  the  coocentmtion  of 
the  Third  Army,  the  bulk  of  which  was  mn»^mg  behind  the 
left  of  the  line,  while  one  of  its  divisions  ^the  11th)  waa  on  its 
way  to  join  the  Ya-Iu  Army. 

2.  From  the  middle  of  October  to  the  middle  of  January  tlie 
Hftiichurian  amiies  occupied  the  line  shown  on  the  map,*  with 
their  left  across  the  Sha  Ho.  The  Firat  Army  occupied  a  line 
footn  the  Piug-ttti-tzu  valley  (E  5  west)  on  the  right  to  a  point 
in  front  of  Ha-ma-tang  (D  3)  on  tlie  left,  Pen-hsi-hu  (E  6 J, 
behind  the  riglit,  wbb  separately  defended.  The  right  of  the 
Finti  Army  was  a  very  important  position^  as  it  was  tbe 
extTDine  right  of  all  the  Armies.  I^-yeh  Ling  (E  5  S.W, 
corner)  was  the  easternmost  point  held.  The  fi-ont  line  waa 
held  on  the  right  by  one  and  a  half  divisions  (12th  Division 
and  a  rei*erve  origade)*  while  two  reserve  battalions  were  in 
pagitioQ  round  Pen-hai-hu,  The  whole  line  was  naturally 
very  strong*  The  Qiiard  held  from  Hna-kim  Lingf  to  Lien- 
hua  Slmn.t  The  Ume^awa  Brigade  was  between  tlie  l2th 
l>i vision  and  the  Guards  while  the  2nd  Divi^^ion  filled  the  gap 
between  the  Guard  and  the  Fourth  Army,  As  will  be  seen 
from  the  map,  the  front  occupied  by  the  2nd  Division  (D  5) 
wan  a  very  «*nort  one  and  projected  to  the  front.  It  was  too 
short  for  a  whole  division,  but  it  was  intended  that  the  2nd 
Di^^isijon  should,  if  necis^ary^  be  nsed  as  a  general  reserve  to 
the  Army,  or  be  at  General  Kuroki  a  dbposal  for  any  special 
purpose* 

3,  The  line  as  above  indicated  was  held  till  towards  the  end 
of  January,  when,  the  )>attle  of  Hei-kou-tai  taking  place,  the 
2nd  Division  from  the  First  Army,  the  5th  Division  from  the 
Fouftli  Anny.  and  the  8th  Division,  were  sent  away  to  the 
w6nL  At  that  time  the  Third  Anny  waa  concentrating  west 
^f  Liaoyang,  while  one  of  it^t  divisions  (IHh)  was  marching 
outwards  along  the  eoa«t  road  to  join  the  Ya-lu  Army  on  the 
fiqjtik  Before  the  buttle  of  Uei-kim-tai,  the  extreme  left  of 
the  Manchurian  Armies  had  been  at  Wan*ohia-yuan-tru  (C  o), 
cavaW  watching  the  gap  between  that  place  and  the  Hun ; 
but  after  the  battle  the  left  of  the  lint^  was  prolonged  to 
Uei^kon*tai.  The  general  I'eserve  of  the  Army  of  ]^Ianchuria 
ocins]st4Ki  of  about  two  aiKl  a  htdf  divisions  (one  complete 
division  and  three  reserve  brigades).     Thin  wai^  the  situation 

the  battle  of  Mukden  began. 

^4.  Reconnaissance,     intelligence,     and     mformation     from 
pTisQf^ers  enabled  the  Japanese  to  form  what  was  afterwards 

•  S€«  Map  61, 

t  Not  on  Map  6L    Their  position  can  be  Inferred  fmax  tho  block 
ilu>wii)g  the  poiitioa  of  tbe  Qiiard  Divisioti  (D  5)« 
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found,  to  be  a  substantially  correct  estimate  of  the  strength  and 
dispo(^tions  of  the  Russian  armies.  From  ea^t  to  west  their 
troops .  were  disposed  thus  (the  order  in  which  the  corps  are 
given  is  that  in  which  they  stood)  : — 

Edst  of  the  Railway. 

(1)  Part  of  the  71st  Reserve  Division. 

(2)  3rd  Siberian  Army  Coi^ps — 3rd  and  6th  Divisions. 

(3)  2nd     Siberian    Army   Corps  —  6Ui    and    Ist    Reserve 

Divisions. 

(4)  4th    Siberian    Army   Corps  —  2nd  and    8rd     Reserve 

Divisions, 
(6)  1st  Army  Corps — 22nd  and  37th  Divisions. 

(6)  6th   Siberian  Army  Corps. — 72nd  and    55th    Reserve 

Divisions. 

On  the  Railway. 

(7)  17th  Army  Corps— 3rd  and  35th  Divisions. 

\Ye8t  of  the  Railway. 

(8)  5th  Siberian  Army  Corps — |  6  Ist  and   54th  Reserve 

Divisions. 

(9)  10th  Army  Corps — 9th  and  3l6t  Divisions. 

(10)  8th  Army  Corps— 14th  and    15th   Divisions,  \   6l8t 

Reserve  Division^  1st,  2nd   and   3rd   European  Rifle 
Brigades. 

(11)  Ist  Siberian  Army  Corps — Ist  and  9th  Divisions. 

(12)  Between  the  Hun  and  Liao  was  Mishchenko  with — 

(a)  The  Don  Cossack  Division  ; 
(6)  A  mixed  Dragoon  Division  ; 
(c)  Urekl-Baikal  Cossack  Division ; 
Id)  Caucasus  Cossack  Division ; 
(e)  Orenburg  Cossack  Division  ; 
(/)  4th  Brigade  of  Railway  Guards ; 
(g)  Some  mounted  scouts. 

(13)  On  the  extreme  Russian  left  was  Renneokampf  with — 

The  main  body  of  the  7lst  Reserve  Infantry  Division ; 
The  Siberian  Cossack  Division  ; 
The  Trans-Baikal  Cossack  Division. 

(14)  The  general  reserve  consisted  of  the  16th  Army  Corps 

(25th  and  41st  Divisions),  which  was  placed  on  the 
main  road  behind  the  l7th  Army  Corps, 

5.  Just  before  the  battle  began,  the  2nd  Division  came  back 
to  the  First  Army.  The  orders  to  the  First  Army  were  to  hold 
its  position  and  to  send  a  detachment  to  threaten  the  Russian 
left  So,  on  its  return  from  Hei-kou-tai,  the  2nd  Division  was 
sent  to  Kao-tai-tzu  (£  6),  6  miles  north-east  of  Pen-hsi-hu,  in 
readiness  to  advance  against  the  enemy's  left 
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6.  The  general   fiimtegy   ba'J   for   its  object  the  eventual 
of  both  Ra88ian  flanks,  tlie  extension  of  the  Japanese 

» bjf  the  addition  of  the  Third  and  Ya-lu  Armies  to  its  flanks 
having  been  made  for  this  purpose.  The  country  in  which  the 
Yi&-lu  Army  was  to  operate  waB  of  such  a  difficult  character 
itat  a  rmpid  and  unexpected  advaoco  was  out  of  the  question, 
the  Ta-hi  Army  was  to  advance  first  and  draw  the  enemy  a 
ition  to  that  flank  before  the  Third  Army  started.  The 
entmtton  of  the  Third  Array,  wlaose  outflanking  movement 
to  be  the  main  one,  hud  therefore  to  be  carried  out  very 
&foily.  If  at  the  end  of  Jantmry  the  Third  Army  had  been 
leentrated  between  the  Uun  and  the  Liao,  ita  subBequent 
ivanoe  would  have  been  easier  and  shorter ;  but  to  have  done 
Ihta  would  have  meant  making  the  Rus^ianti  a  present  of  the  plan 
<ftf  otmpaign,  and  so  Oentiral  Nogi  concentrated  las  Army  west 
of  Liao-yang,  near  the  junction  of  the  Hnn  and  Tai-ti^i  Rivers,* 

7.  The    general    plan   bavins'   been   discussed    and    settled  SOtli  Ft¥. 
oniers  for  the  advance  were  finally  ii^ued  on  the  20th  February* 
They  wt^re  to  the  fallowing  efl^ect: — 

(1)  The  Ya^lu  Army,  which  was  on  the  line  Wei-txu-yu  (G6) 
— Fao-t^u-yen  (G  6)*  to  advance  on  the  2^ird  February  in  two 
columns  on  Fn-shuD.  The  right  column  to  advance  frcjm 
\Vt*i-txn-yu,  vid  Machuang-tzu  (05)  and  Wu-lun|^-kou  (O  5), 
Uirougli  Ku-chift*tzu  (F  4)  on  Fu-slunr,  The  left  column  to 
advance  from  Ching-ho-cheng  (F  6)  vid  Ma-<^hun*tan  (F  5 
K.w.  comer)  and  Shi-fou<chang  (E  4)  on  Fu-shun.  The  object 
Army  was  to  get  to  the  enemy's  left  rear  by  the  abo%*e- 
ird  i\i*ula^ 
{t}  The  First  Army  to  be  really  to  attack  on  the  27tb  if 
^tiecessary*  the  2nd  Di  visit m  to  take  Waug-fu  Ling  (E  5  centre) 
by  the  27th* 

(3)  The  Fourtli    Army  to  hold  tlie  line  from  the  left  of  the 
Fir^t  Army  Uj  Lin-sheng-pu  (C  5)  on  the  railway,  and  to  bo 
^teady  to  advance  at  any  time 

<4)  The  Second   Army  to  attack   from  Shen-tan*pu  (C  5) 
[.Cowards  Ijai-shen-pu  (C  5),  wheeling  to  its  right. 

(5)  The  Third  Army  to  advance  on  the  26th  and  attack  the 
'^necDy  a  right  tiank»  wheeling  to  its  own  right. 

(6)  Tile  mserve  of  the  Manchuriau  Armies  to  be  concentrated 
neat*  1  n*tuug-shan-pu  (C  5  Bouth). 

8.  On  Uie  24th  the  2nd  Division,  after  driving  off  some  24tk  to 
i«mall  parties  of  the  emimy,  reached  the  line  Te-ti — Pa-jih-ti  30th  F«l>, 
(E  5  south),  and  on  tbe  25th  aelvancod  to  the  line  Fun-tu 
Liiig-*Erh-ma  Ling  (E  5%  This  movement  requtred  support* 
BO  Oil  tlie  25th  the  right  brigade  of  the  12tli  Division  wheeled 
to  its  left  behind  the  2nd  Division  and  took  up  a  line  from  the 
I  Htmth  of  Ta-ho-pei-tung-kou  (E  5)  to  the  heights  south 

uig-mu-chang  (E  5),  On  the  26th.  the  2nd  Division 
t<x>k  Wang^fu  IJng  after  a  severe  flght,  and  the  12th  Division 
iook  the  height  south  of  Sung-ahu-chu-tzu  (E  5) 


E    S0S^4. 


•  Bee  footnote  •»  pagt  60. 
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9.  On  the  25th  the  artillery  was  put  hito  poeiti^ill.  /The 
12th  Division  gtins  were  placed  on  Euan-shaii  ling  (E  5  -av.) 
and  east  of  Hsiao-liu-^u  Shan*  ;  Umezawa's  gilnfi  w^stof  Hsiao- 
liu-yu  Shan* ;  the  Guard  batteries  on  Te-to  Shan  (D  5)  and 
Wai-ton  Shan  (D  5).  When  on  the  26th  tix^  2nd  Divisioo 
attacked  Wang^fu  Ling,  the  Uuard  and  12th  Division  g^na 
kept  up  a  hot  fire  to  engage  the  enemy's  attention  and  to  ipak» 
him  unmask  his  guns  and  show  their  positions. .  In  rei^y.tl^ 
Russians  showed  about  sixty  guns,  many  less,  than  expected. 
The  Russians  generally  keep  a  number  of  guns  in  reserve 
positions,  but  on  this  occasion  the  Japcknese  were  unab}e  to  find 
out  whether  they  had  followed  their  usual  custom. 

10.  On  the  23rd  the  Ya-lu  Army  took  Ghing-ho-cheng 
(or  Chenhochen)  (F  6  N.E.),  and  on  the  25th  it  reached  the  line 
Hsi-chuan-ling  (Q  6)— Ta  Ling  (F  6) ;  on  tlie  26th  it  reached 
the  line  Wu-lung-kou  (Q  5) — San-lang-yu  (F  5).  Nothing  had 
as  yet  happened  on  the  left,  llie  Russian  forces  in  front  of  the 
Ya-lu  Army  and  the  2nd  Division  then  began  to  increase  in 
strength. 

7th  and  11.  On  the  27th  the  First  Army  continued  its  bombardment 

Bth  Peb.  of  the  Russian  positions.  The  2nd  Division  took  the  highest 
point  of  Wang-fu  Ling,  attacking  at  midnight  26th~27th,  and 
on  the  27th  tried  to  gain  the  height  east  of  ICao-tai  Ling  (E  5). 
But  snow  stopped  it,  and  at  the  same  time  a  strong  force 
of  the  enemy  (four  and  a  half  battalions  and  a  battery)  appeared 
on  its  right  at  Hsiao-pu  (E  5).  On  the  28th  the  artillery  of  the 
Guard  and  12th  Divisions  continued  its  fire.  The  2nd  Division 
spent  the  day  reconnoitring  the  broken  and  diflScult  country 
in  its  front  Hitherto  the  Japanese  had  thought  that  Eao-tai 
Ling  was  the  extreme  left  of  the  Russian  line,  but  this  day's 
reconnaissance  showed  that  it  extended  through  Hsiao-pu  to 
Ma-chun-tan  (F  6  N.w.). 

12.  From  the  opening  of  the  battle.  Colonel  Matsumoto, 
General  Euroki's  artillery  stafi*  officer,  took  command  of  the 
four  groups  of  guns  of  the  12th  Division,  Umessawa  Brigade 
and  Guard  Division,  which  were  in  action  along  a  front  of  over 
five  miles.  The  sixty  Russian  guns  opposed  to  them,  instead 
of  increasing  in  numbers,  decreased,  and  it  seemed  as  if  the 
superior  strength  of  the  Japanese  must  have  caused  them 
material  damage.  Not  only  did  the  guns  decrease  in  number, 
but  those  that  remained  withdrew  from  their  advanced  positions 
and  took  up  concealed  ones,  avoiding  the  Japanese  guns,  which 
therefore  sustained  little  or  no  damage. 

13.  On  the  27th  the  Ya-lu  Army  was  in  the  same  position 
as  on  the  26th,  but  on  the  28th  the  right  column  reached  Ti-ta 
(F  4)  and  the  left  column  Cliiu-ping-tai  (F  5).  There  was  no 
change  in  the  positions  of  the  Fourth  and  Second  Armies  on  the 

*  Not  marked  on  Hap  61 ;  it  is  near  Hsiao-lin-chia-ju  (D  5  8.1.}. 
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27tli,  but  on   Uie  28tli    the   left  wing  of  th^  Second  Army 
Ivmnc^  a  little. 

14  On   til©  27th  the  Thinl  Army  began   to  move,  and  it 
reroaBed    the    Hun    to    the    Uoo   I^a-ma-ehieh    (B   6   north)- 
Km-]j-nm  (A  5)  ,  wheeling  to  it^  left,  its  right  on  the  Hun.  its 
eft  on  the  Liao*     The  lino  it  occupied  this  day  was  the  enemy  s 
IvftQced    line   o[  observation,   and    it   was   occupied    without 
ace,     Continuia^  ita  a<ivance,  the  Third  Army  occtapieil, 
the  28th,  the  Una  Charjg-chia-wu-peng  (B  5),  Chen-tzn-kang 
^B  4)  (on  tlie  Liao),  without  resistance.     Strong  opposition  had 
tn  expected  near  Se^u-fang-tai  (B  S),  where  Mishchenko^s  main 
iy  was  located,  but  none  was  met  with.* 

15.  From  the   1st  March   the  main  attack  began,  and  the  lat: 
fl^hok  lin»'  attacked.     The  situation  on  that  day  was  as  follows  .■ — 

'  "(l)  The  2nd  Division  had  been  ordered  to  take  tho  height 

.  rf  Kao-tai  Ling  (E  5),  but  though  it  attacked  it  they  were 

ble  to  take  it,  and  when  night  fell  the  Russian!^  were  still 

Iding  their  positioiK 

(2)  The  12tli  Division  tried  to  cross  the  Tung-kou  (E5  west) 

\iallcy  to  att^ick  Tung-kou  Shan,t  but  the  valley  was  eutiladed 

from  Che-tou  Ling  (E  5),  and  they  were  unable  to  get  across. 

(8)    Uraezawa   at    5   ajo*  occupied   Hon    Sung'mo-pu-t7,u 

(4)  Tlie  Guard  took  Yao-ehiea-hu-tnn  {D  5  t-entrc)  before 
da>'bn*ak*     Ma-chuau-tzu  Shan,  Te4e  Shan  and  Wai-tou  Shan 

reiHJ  three  very  important  tactical  pointi*,  so  the  Japanese  had 
Ittrongly  enti'enched  them,  and  four  battuliuns  had  been  told  off 
Ito  hold  them.  The  main  force  of  the  Guard  was  at  Ma-erh  Shan, 
en  therefore  the  2nd  Division   went  away  from  the  left  of 

^^Cuard  in  Januaryt  the  gap  l»ehintl  Ma-ehuan-t^u  Shan  wa« 

SUed  only  by  the  IGth  Regiment,  which  the  2nd  Division  had 

"bit  behiml  for  the  pur]>ose* 

(5)  The  left  wing  of  the  Second  Anny  ha<i  advanced  a  little 
and  occupied  Chang'tan  (BX\  6). 

(6)  The  Third  Anuy  advanced  to  the  line  Chang-wo-petig' 
r(B  5) — Usiao-oiin-tun  (B   5),  ita  right  thrown   back  to  Ssu-' 

'      -tai(B6). 

^7)  The  Ya-lu  Army  way  in  the  Bame  position  as  on  the  2Sth, 
t^  my'tt  potjition  in  its  front  being  too  strong  for  it     The 

1 1  iver  which  the  2nd  Division  and    Ya-lu    Army  fought 

lwa«  of  such  a  diflicult  nature  that  numbers  did   not  count  in 
Ivancing  against  the  foimidabla  Russian  positions* 

16.  On  the  3nd  March  the  eouri^eof  events  wnA  m  fotlowa: —  2nd  I 
(I)  The  2nd  Division  made  a  fierce  attack  on  Uie  height 

ol  Kao-tai  Ling  (E  5  centre)^  but  was  stopfied,  mainly  hy 
shin^  gun  fire 


*  Sftt  howcreFf  para.  5,  page  SSL 

t  A  ridge  parallel  to  the  river  Tang-koa  (E  £  wtit). 
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(2)  The  main  body  of  the  12th  Division  crossed  the  Tang- 
koa  valley  (E  5),  and  by  midday  had  occupied  the  first  and 
lowest  line  of  advanced  trenches  of  the  Russian  position.  They 
tried  to  press  on  in  the  aflernoon  but  failed. 

(3)  The  Guard  Division  remained  in  position. 

(4)  The  Ya-lu  Army  made  no  advance. 

(5)  The  Fourth  Army  took  possession  of  the  Russian  advanced 
trenches,  and  got  within  two  hundred  or  three  hundred  yards  of 
the  main  position,  but  could  get  no  further. 

(6)  The  Second  Army,  pivoting  on  its  right,  reached  Chou- 
kuan-pu,  on  the  Hun^  and  Pao-hsiang-tun  (C  5),  driving  back 
the  enemy. 

(7)  The  Third  Army  advanced  without  serious  resistance. 
The  right  of  the  line  was  thus  stopped  while  the  left  was  able 
to  push  on.  The  Second  Army  had  hard  fighting  and  advanced 
slowly,  taking  well-defended  villages  one  after  the  other.  The 
Third  Army  met  with  but  little  resistance,  and  advanced 
rapidly. 

d  ICar.  17.  On  the  3rd  March  the  events  were  as  follows  : — 

(1)  On  the  2nd  March  the  12th  Division  was  across  the 
valley,  and  within  from  seven  hundred  to  one  thousand  two 
hundred  yards  of  the  enemy ;  on  the  same  day  the  2nd  Division 
was  also  stopped  close  to  the  enemy.  So  things  on  the  right 
had  come  to  a  standstill,  and,  in  order  to  relieve  the  situation,  it 
became  necessary  to  throw  the  Guard  Division  across  the  valley. 
It  advanced,  together  with  the  16th  Regiment,  in  the  small 
hours  of  the  3rd  March,  and  though  they  suffered  severely 
they  succeeded  in  taking  the  most  advanced  line  of  Russian 
Frenches.  They  pushed  on  to  attack  the  main  position,  but 
their  losses  became  too  heavy,  and  at  daybreak  the  attack 
stopped. 

(2)  The  2nd  Division  also  failed  to  accomplish  its  object, 
and  had  to  stop  its  attack.  Not  only  were  its  losses  very 
hea\y,  but  owing  to  the  hot  fighting  on  a  narrow  front,  the 
troops  got  so  mixed  up  that  it  was  necessary  to  stop  to  rearrange 
them.  The  attack  on  the  hill  east  of  Eao-tai  Ling  (E  5  centre) 
was  also  suspended,  and  the  division  withdrew  a  short  distance 
and  collected  its  woundtd.  It  was  this  latter  action  which 
caused  Kuropatkin  to  report  that  he  had  repulsed  twenty 
battalions  there.  This  was  a  gross  exaggeration,  but  what  he 
said  about  the  Japanese  having  used  their  dead  as  cover  was 
true.     The  Japanese  losses  at  Eao-tai  Ling  .were  3,000. 

(3)  The  Ya-lu  Army  was  still  in  the  same  position. 

(4)  The  Fourth  Army  had  made  no  advance. 

(5)  The  Second  Army  advanced  to  the  line  San-chia-tzu 
(C  5  centre) — Chang-tang-pu  (0  6  north)  (on  the  Hun),  still 
wheeling  to  its  right,  and  always  in  touch  with  the  Third  Army 
through  the  1st  Cavalry  Brigade 

(6)  The  Third  Army  advanced  to  the  line  Lin-chia-tai  (C  4 
south)  — ^^Te-sheng-ying-tzu — ^Teng-mi-huang—  Huang-shang— -- 
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T8io*ctuA-tai   (C  4)^   its  kf%  aImo!»t  touehiog  tJie   road   from 

.  Makdtfti  to    HmD*]nio-ttin,     On  this  day  it  had  a  tight,  and 

very  Buccee^fiil  otie  too.     The  16th  Anny  CorpB^  the  Ru^slaa 

rgeoeral  reserve,  advanced  to   meet  it,  and  a   big  fight    loitk 

•  |>IftCe,    the    Russian    divisions   advancing   one   after  the  other, 

aad  being  fluecessively  defeated.     This  was  a   new   ph&ae  of 

fighttng,   both  forces   being  in   motion,  and  is  the  only   case 

l^tnaili^  occurred  during  the  campaign,  if  we  except  eolHaions 

t  between  »mall  borJios.*     In  a  few  minutes  the  enemy  was  driven 

btek  wiUi  heavy  loss.     Eepoi'ts  received  by  the  Fir^^t  Army  put 

the  RnafliaQ  loaaes  at  8,000  left  on  the  field,  while  the  Jajiancse 

Cftinaltiia  only  reached  *^00.     This  action  does  not  show  the 

^Bimittiia   in   a    favourable   light   where    a    I'eal    ti^ld  battle   is 

eonoenied* 

18*  On  the  4th  \farch  the  situation  of  the  First  Army  was  4th  I 
a  aouiewhat  difficult  one,  for  although  the  Snd  Division  waa 
•lopped  at  Kao-tai  Ling,  it  became  necessary  for  the  Fin^t  Arrny 
to  Uy  and  Sisist  the  Ya-lu  Army  to  advance.  The  Japanese 
left  was  close  to  Mukden,  but  the  right  was  still  far  in  rear,  and 
bhoisld  the  Russian  main  forcL'  make  a  determined  counter- 
attack against  the  left,  tlie  right  could  in  uo  wis©  co  operaU>j 
antl  tlie  t^ituation  wauld  Ix^come  pn^arious.  But  as  the  2nd 
Division  had  b^eu  brought  to  a  standstill,  the  First  Army 
could  not  get  on  until  the  Ya-lu  Army  had  made  some  progteaii. 
So,  on  the  4th  March  the  Ohara  Brigade  of  the  2nd  Division, 
with  two  Viattt^ries  of  mountain  artillery,  was  sent  towards  the 
laft  uf  the  ya-lu  Army, 

19.  As  regards  the  remainder  of  the  First  Army,  the  position 
Wi«  18  follows  r — The  I2th  Diviaion  had  been  unable  bo  advance 
beyond  the  line  it  held  the  previous  day,  and  reconnaissance 
showed  tht;  country  in  iU  front  to  be  a  most  ditticult  and  broken 
one.  The  Guard  Division  waa  in  a  dangerous  position  i  there 
was  no  commuuicution  Ijetween  its  frtmt  line,  clinging  to  the 
foot  of  the  BuBsiHU  position,  and  the  reserves  on  the  south  aide 
of  tlie  Sre-swept  valley  during  the  day.  Umezawa  was  really 
the  gisoeiml  reserve  to  the  First  Army*  but  his  troops  were  ttfied 
to  aamst  the  divisions  on  either  side  of  him,  so  the  actual  reserve 
available  was  very  s?imlL  Moreover,  the  First  Army  was 
ei tended  nlong  a  front  of  25  mile^  without  any  coneentraU^l 
reaervc  behind  it,  l^e  situation  was  therefore  apparently  full 
of  risks,  but  the  .Inpimese  wilHogly  accepted  them  aa  tht-y 
w«re  opemtiiig  in  a  mountainous  country,  and  had  a  strtjugl}* 
entrenched  Uoe  close  at  hand  t<>  fall  back  on. 

20.  On  the  4th  March,  therefore,  the  problems  before  the 
Fimt  Army  wcre^— 

( 1 )  How  to  reinforce  the  Ya-lu  Army  ? 

(2)  How  to  concentrate  its  troopn  more  effectually,  and  at  tho 
Kame  time  case  the  situation  of  the  Quants  ? 

^  The  bftttln  of  ihe  Bha  Ha  la  its  e«f  Utr  itngds,  kowerer,  wai  a 
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'  (3)  Hdw'tp'  preVtot  the  'Rtis^iaii^  from  niakii4(  igocki'^  tiieir 
retreat  when  the  time  Bhoutd  come?  (Thei^  right  wing -was 
ab'eady  giving  way,  amd  their  centre  and  left 'must-  eventaallj 
go  too.) 

21.  To  meet  problem  (1),  the  Ohara  Brigade  concentrated  at 
lU  a.m.  on  the  4th  at  Tang-tai-jennihan  (G  &)>,  and  adTano^  on 
Ma-chun-tan  (F  5  N.w.) ;  at  3  p,in.  on  the-  6th  it  readied  the 
line  HsiJcou-ling—rTung-ku-liziig-tzu,  about  9  miles  aouUi-weat 
of  Ala-chun-tan.  To  meet  problem  (2),  it  was  necessary,  to 
bring  the  12th  Division  back  across  the  Tung-kou  valley,  (ec^ 
of  l^ng-kou)  to  Ping-tai-tzu  (E  5  s.w.),  a  ticldish  operation,  as 
its  advanced  line  was  only  from  seven  hundred  to  one  thpusapd 
two  hundred  yards  from  the  Russian  trenches ;  also,  to  j*ender 
secure  the  position  of  the  Guard,  it  was  necessary  to  take 
possession  of  the  position  north  of  Pien-niu-lu-pu  (D  5  S.E.). 
Further,  to  meet  problem  (3),  it  was  necessary  to  keep  in  close 
touch  with  the  Russians  to  prevent  them  from  slipping  away. 

22.  So  the  f ol lowing  movements  took  place  simultaneously : — 

(1)  At  Ping-tai-tzu  there  were  already  about  five  battialions 
of  the  12th  Division.  On  the  night  of  the  4thy  the  troops  of 
the  12th  Division  east  of  Tung^kou  were  secretly  withdrawn  to 
the*  south  side  of  the  valley,  the  operation  being  successfully 
accomplished,  in  spite  of  the  three  batteries  of  mountain  guns 
and  9  *  6-cm.  howitzers,  whose  Withdrawal  it  involved.  Leaving 
four  battalions  on  the  south  side  of  the  valley  and  observation 
posts  only  on  the  north  side,  the  remainder  made  a  flank  march 
and  concentrated  at  Ping^tai-tzu. 

(2)  The  attack  on  the  position  north  of  Pien-niu-lu-pu 
(D  5  S.E.)  was  made  by  the  five  battalions  at  Ping-tai-tzu. 
These  took  the  Russian  advanced  line  and  at  the  same  time 
covered  the  flank  march  of  the  troops  from  Tung-kou,  which 
it  was  necessary  to  conceal  from  the  eneiny. 

23.  The  combined  operation  worked  out  most  sucoesafolly, 
although  the  Qeneiral  Q^cer  commapding  the  12th  Division  had 
pronounced  it  impossible,  and  the  Russians  did  not  learn  .of  the 
withdrawal  till  midday  pn  the  5th.  The  position  was  then  as 
follows : — 

(1)  The  Guard  Division  was  across  the  valley  on  the  left. 

(2)  Five  battalions  of  the  12t]i  Division  were  across  the 
valley  at  Pien-niu-lu-pu. 

(3)  The  remainder  of  12th  Division,  less  four  battalions, 
was  at  Ping-tai-tzu. 

(4)  Four  battalions  of  the  12th  Division  were  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Tung-kou  connecting  with  the  2nd  Division.. 

(5)  Umezawa  was  behind  the  interval  between  the  Guard 
Division  and  Pien-niu-lu-pu. 

As  the  ]  2th  Division  had  a  reserve  brigade  attached  to  it, 
the  General  Officer  commanding  the  First  Army  thus  had  the 
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liesi  pari  of  a  divieioa  in  band  as  reaerre,  aad  the  Army  VfQ3 
wet!  in  touch  with  the  enemy,  ■ 

2i,  On  the  4th  March  there  was  no  change  in  the  position       ■ 
of  ihe    Fourth  Army.    The    Second    Army  oocvipied   the   line 
Lat^i42ii-pu  (C  5  cenfcre)^^u*Uu'pu  (on  the  Hun)  (C  5  north).        M 

25,  On  th©  5th  March  the  following  were  the  main  events: —  stli 
(1)  The  left  wing  of  the  Fourth  Army  advanced,     After  the 

Seeood  Army  to<^k  Lai-shen-pn,  the  Fourth  Army  wheeled  to 
its  right  and,  after  some  severe  lighting,  drove  back  the 
Riamim^f  and  occupiifd  tha  line  Ta-au-chia-pu  (C  5  n.e.) — Uan- 
eken|(-pii  (on  railway  C  5)* 

<2)  Tht>  Third  Army  got  oo  well;   its   left  wing  reached 
I  Tiirehih-cbiao  (C  4  north),  on  the  Hsin-min-fcun  roaid,  and  its 
right  wing  Yang-iihih-tun  (C  4  as.)  on  the  5th- 

(3)  The  ri^ht  division  of  the  Secontl  Army  was  then  given 
ta  the  Fourth  Army,  ami  on  the  night  of  the  5th  the  remaind^.*r 

'  of  tbis  Second  Army  crossed  the  Hun  and  came  up  in  line  on 
the  right  of  the  Third  Army*  The  1st  Cavalrj^  Brigade,  wliich 
bad  been  oonnectiug  these  two  armief^,  waa  thi^n  transferred  to 
llie  extreme  left. 

(4)  The  general  re^orvo  mivanced  in  roar  of  tlie  Seci»Tid 
Army,  ami  onti  of  its  divisions  wiis  given  to  the  latter  to  replace 

I  the  one  traiMfen-ed  to  the  Fourth  Army,  The  Second  Army 
WIS  across  the  Hun  by  the  6th. 

(5)  The  riglit  division  of  the  Third  Ariny  mode  way  for  the 
Scoood  Army  and  mnrcherl  round  the  rear  of  its  own  Army  to 
tbe    extreme  left*     This  movement  was   a    ilifficult  one^   as  it 

I  bid  to  be  carried  out  in  the  presence  of  the  Busstans;  it  was 
completed  by  the  Ttl*. 

Thus  the  S^^cond  Army  wao  between  the  Hun  and  the 
Usin-iuiti-tiut  (B  3)  nnvd,  while  the  Tbird  Army  wan  north  of 
tli«  H^in-min*tun  road,  almost  luund  Mukden  on  the  north. 
The  foiTuer  faced  cast  and  the  latter  east  by  south  with  its  left 
dank  thrown  back. 

25a,  On  the  Gth  and  7th  o!  March  the  situation  ebanged  etl* 
bat    little  as  far    as   the  position    of  the  Japanese  line   was  ^tli 
concerned.      On    the   right    the     Ohara    Brigade    approached 
Ma-chun-tan  (E  5  n.e,)  and  joined    in  the   attack,   and  as  it 
nearet]  that  place,  tbe  Russians  began  withdrawing  a  bit|  and        i 
ihe  Ya»lu  Army  was  able  to  make  a  little  progress,  I 

26,  On  the  7th,  however,  aomo  very  noticeable  movement«4  I 
took  place  amung  the  UasBian  forces  in  front  of  the  First  Army,  I 
TheiF  guan  diminished  notably  in  numbers  ;  group^i  of  infantry  I 
were  aten  ritirin^'  at  intervals  int»  the  Kang'ta-jen-Khan  I 
(0  8  aost)  valley  ;  lire^  broke  out  in  their  pos^ition  anil  in  the  I 
viUagei  iji   rear  of  it     In  front  of  the  Guard  Division  the  I 

\  timmmmn  eauie  out  of  thnr  trenches  under  a  Red  Cro»s  Hag  to        I 
^collect  their  dead  and  wounded^  a  tive  or  six  hours'  truce  taking        I 
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place  on  that  section  of  front.  The  report  of  this  reached  First- 
Army  Head- Quarters  too  late  to  stop  it;  had  it  come  earlier^ 
the  privilege  might  not  have  been  granted  by  the  Japanese. 
The  incident  smacked  somewhat  of  sharp  practice  on  the  part  of 
the  Ruffians,  for  they  carried  off  their  wounded  but  left  many 
dead  behind.  Permission  for  such  a  truce  must  be  given  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief;  an  Army  commander  cannot  give  it  on 
his  own  responsibility.  As  it  was,  the  Kussians,  having  made 
up  their  minds  to  retreat  that  night,  took  the  permission  for 
granted,  and  allowed  no  time  for  the  message  to  get  through. 

27.  Putting  all  these  incidents  together.  Marshal  Oyama 
decided  to  issue  orders  on  the  night  of  the  7th  for  a  general 
attack  to  take  place  on  the  following  morning.  But  at  9  p.m. 
came  the  news  that  the  Russians  were  already  off^  and  so  the- 
order  for  attack  was  changed  to  one  for  pursuit. 

The  Pur»iut 

1.  The  pursuit  began  on  the  night  of  the  7th-8th  March* 
The  orders  for  the  pursuit,  issued  by  Marshal  Oyama,  were 
briefly  as  follows.  (From  the  time  of  issue,  wording,  &c.,  of 
the  orders,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  operation  had  been 
prearranged,  and  that  all  that  was  wanted  was  the  word  to 
"  Go  on.") 

The  orders  were  dated  Yen-tai,  8th  March^  and  were  received 
at  First  Army  Head-Quarters  at  12.20  a.m.  on  that  date  : — 

(1)  The  enemy  in  front  of  the  Fourth  Army  began  retreat- 

ing on  the  night  of  the  7th-8th  MarcL  No 
information  has  as  yet  been  received  regarding  the 
enemy  in  front  of  the  Ya-lu  Army. 

(2)  The  First  Army  will  commence  its  pursuit  at  midnight, 

7th-8th  March.  The  Fourth  Army  will  commence 
its  pursuit  at  3  a.m.  on  the  8th,  but  when  it  reaches 
the  line  Su-chia-tun  Railway  Station  (C  5  N.B.) — 
Ta-chang-erh-tun  —  Wan-chia-ling  —  Chan^-ling-tzu 
(D  5  north),  the  General  Officer  Commanding  will 
rearrange  his  troops  and  be  ready  to  press  on  still 
more  rapidly. 

(3)  I  intend  to  pursue  in  earnest  and  to  turn  the  enemy's 

retreat  into  a  rout. 

(4)  The  First  Anny  will  pursue  to  the  Hun  Ho  near  Hsing- 

lung-tien  (E  4)  with  its  maiu  force. 

(5)  The   fourth    Army   (less    the    4th    Division    and   the 

Tomioka  Detachment)  will  put  sue,  and  will  rearrange 
its  troops  on  the  line  Ta-chang-erh-tun — Wan-chia- 
ling — Chang-ling-tzu,  ready  for  further  pursuit  to 
Tieh-ling  (E  2).  From  the  time  of  receipt  of  this 
order,  the  4th  Division  and  the  Tomioka  Detachment 
will  be  under  the  command  of  the  General  Officer 
commanding  the  Second  Army. 
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The  Second  Army  will  strike  at  the  enemy  near  Mukden 
aad  then  rearrange  its  troops  south-west  of  the 
city. 

(7)  Tlie  Third  Army  will  attack  the  enemy  near  Mukden, 

and  thf  n  coDceiiti*ate  its  troops  north  of  the  city. 

The  remaining  ordera  detailed  the  lines  of  pur.suifc  for  the 
different  armie^»  and  the  last  order  was  to  the  effect  that  no 
troopii  were  to  remain  in  the  city. 

2.  On  receipt  of  the  above^  General  Knroki  iaaued  the 
following  onlera  i — 

Hiia^kou  (D  5  south )j 

8th  March,  1130  a,m. 

(1)  Tli0  enemy  in  our  front  has  begun  to  retreat. 

(2)  The  Army  is  to  pres^  the  enemy  to  the  utmost. 

(8)  Th*5  divisions  mil  pursue  with  the  following  objectives: — 
2ml  Division  to  advance  on  Hsing-lung-tien  (E  4) 
(7  miles  west  of  Fu-shun)  vid>  Hai-tanj^H!}iai ;  12th 
Division  to  advance  on  Ssu-fang-tai*  (D/E  4)  viA 
Pai-shen>chai  (D  5  east) ;  the  Quard  Division  lo 
advance  on  Wang-shih-lang*kou  (T)  4  aK.),  protecting 
the  left  Bank. 

(4)  The  Umezawa  and  Awatbara  Brigades  will  form  the 
general  reserve  of  the  Army,  and  will  concentrate 
near  Tsai-chia-tun  (D  5  ea«tj,  and  follow  the  adv«iiice 

(ft)  I  am  at  Hua-kou  Ling. 

8.  On  the  Nth  March,  the  Army  restTve,  a^^out  one  division  7tli 
iircmg«  was  concentrated  at  Pai  shen-chai  (D  5  east).  The  ®*^ 
16th  Regiments  hitherto  with  the  Guard,  waa  sent  oft'north-eafit 
and  rejoined  its  division  (2nil),  reconnoitring  Kang'ta-jen-shun 
(D  5  e«st)  on  the  way»  as  it  had  been  ordered  to  do.  The 
reason  tlie  Guard  Division  was  given  an  objective  in  rear  t*f  the 
other  divisions  was  that  the  strength  and  di^positioa^  of  the 
enemy  in  trc^nt  of  the  Fourth  Arm^^  were  unknown,  and  the 
Onard  had  to  prtitect  the  left  flank  of  the  Fii'st  Army,  The 
Rusaiana  in  front  of  the  Fourth  Army  had,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
brgtm  retiring  on  the  night  of  the  7th-8thp  but  on  the  7th 
then?  had  hcen  a  severe  engagement  on  the  left  of  tlie  Fourth 
Arm\^ 

4.  The  pressure  of  the  Russiam^  apainat  the  Second  Army 
beeame  much  greater  on  the  7th,  and  that  Army  had  severe 
fighting  on  tlie  line  Li-ku'in<pu  (C  4) — Mo-chia-pu  (C  4  aouth)v 
wticre  there  is  the  old  railway  bridge  over  the  Hun.  The 
Eoaaians  occupied  the  bridge-head  there  and  oSered  lacli  a 
determined  resistance  that  the  division  (the  4th)  on  the  right 
flank  of  the  Second  Armyj  which  division  had  bean  previously 
allotted  to  the  Fourth  Army,  hail  to  be  et^nt  hack  {ae&  Oyama's 
orders,  iiara.  1)  to  the  Second  Army,  and  it  fought  on  tlie  left 
bank  of  the  Hun- 

^  Not  to  be  coufQuuded  with  8ti]-faDg-tai  (B  5). 
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6.  The  Tkird  Army  made  some  piof^rress,  and  on.  ih^vSth 
reached  the  Northern  Tombs  (D  4  N.w.)  *  but  tiiere  *the  Russians 
made  a  very  determined  counter-attack.  The  pressure  against 
the  Second  and  Third  Armies  thus  became  greater  and  greater. 
South  of  Mukden,  between  the  Hun  and  the  FuHshun  branch 
railway  line  the  Russians  had  constructed  very  strong  entrench- 
ments, so  that  the.  Fourth  Army  gave  up  the  idea  of  attaclp^g 
the  enemy  south  of  Mukden  and,  leaving  a  part  ol  its  iom 
in  front  of  these  entrenchments,  took  its  main  force,  round 
south-east  of  the  city,  keeping  touch  with  the  First  Army  on, 
its  right.  On  the  8th  the  Guard  and  12th  Divisions  caught  up 
the  Ru^ian  rear  at  Ta  Chang-wang-chai  (D  4  S.E.)  about 
4  p.m.,  and,  driving  it  forward,  continued  their  advance. 

Mar.  6.  The  pursuit  continued  that  night,  and  on  the  9th  the 

following  was  the  situation  : — 

(1)  Of  the  First  Army,  the  2nd  Division  was  in  the  morning 
at  Chin-tai-tzu-shui  (E  4),  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Hun,  south 
of  Hsing-lung-tien ;  the  12th  Division  was  in  the  morning  at 
Ssu-fang-tai  (D/E  4),  and  the  Guard  Division  at  San-ohia  (D  4), 
on  the  Fu-shun'  railway.  That  afternoon  a  severe  sand  storm 
raged,  view  and  communication  between  divisions  were  inter- 
mpted,  and  as  all  the  telegraph  and  telephone  lines  went  down, 
tio  information  from  divisions  reached  Army  Head-Quarters; 
nor  could  any  division  get  reliable  information  about  the 
Russians  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  The  Guard  crossed 
the  river  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  the  main  body  of  the 
division  halting  at  Chu-cban  (D  4  east).  Part  of  the  12th 
Division  crossed  the  river  near  Ta-tzu-pu  (E  4),  and  got  as 
far  as  Hu-shan-pu  (E  3/4),  live  miles  north  of  the  river,  by 
ni^tfcJl.  A  small  detachment  of  the  Guard  reached  the 
same  village.  The  main  forces  of  the  12th  and  2nd  Divi* 
sions  remained  on  the  south  bank.  The  Army  reserve  reached 
Tung-tai,  two  or  three  miles  south  of  Ssu-fang-taL 

(2)  The  Russians  in  front  of  the  Ya-lu  Army  retired  at  the 
same  time  as  the  remainder,  and  that  Army  also  started  in 
pursuit  on  the  8th.  It  also,  with  the  Ohara  Brigade  of  the 
2nd  Division,  got  close  to  the  south  bank  of  the  Hun,  near 
Fu-shun,  on  the  9th. 

(3)  The  Fourth  Army  advanced  in  touch  with  the  First, 
and  reached  the  south  bank  of  the  Hun  by  the  afternoon  of 
the  9th. 

(4)  There  was  no  change  in  the  positions  of  the  Second 
and  Third  Annies,  but  the  pressure  on  them  became  greater,  and 
the  left  flank  of  the  Third  Army  was  in  a  somewhat  dangerous 
situation.  During  the  7th,  8th  and  9th  Marshal  Oyama  had 
been}  sending  forward  his  general  i^eserves  to  reinforce  these 

*  This  does  not  acrree  with  Map  61.  The  Tombs  were  not  wholly 
captured  by  the  Ist  Divisionf  Third  Army,  until  the  evening  of  the 
10th  March. 
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iwo  Armj&^,  so  it  beeatua  urgeutty  necessaiy  that  the  First  and 
Fourth  Armies  should  advanee  qu»ckly  to  the  north  of  Mukdea 

7*  On  the  lOtli  March  the  following  wsus  the  sitnation  : — 

(1)  The  Fourth  Army  crossed  the  Hun  on  the  night  of 
|ba  9th — 10th  and  the  following  morning,  and  began  moving 
WrthwardB. 

(2)  The  First  Array  nioved  towards  Pu-ho  (D  3),  protecting 
the  right  flank  of  the  Fourth  Army  with  the  Guard  Division- 
Th«  2nd  Division  attacked  the  RusMans  on  the  hills  north  of 
Ti*tii  (E  4)  and  Fu-shun,  while  the  1 2th  Divnsinn  attacked  the 
hills  north  of  Hsing- lung-lien  (E  4).  Both  di visions  were  sue- 
ei'^ful  in  Uieir  attacks  before  noon  and^  crossing  the  river, 
continued  the  pursuit.  In  front  of  the  2nd  Division  there  were 
mi  this  time  seven  battalions  and  tbree  batteries  of  Rufiaians^ 
and  in  front  of  the  12th  Division  six  battalions  and  one  battery. 
Driving  off  the  enemy,  the  2nd  Division  reached  the  line 
lAn-ni-wa  (E  Z) — Huang-tan-tun  (E  3),  about  tiix  miles  north 
of  Fa-»hun.  The  1 2th  Division  reached  Hu-shan-pu  (E  3,4), 
The  Guard  attacked  the  enemy  (about  a  regiment  and  a 
battery)  north  of  Cbu*chan  (D  4)  and,  driving  him  hack,  eon- 
tinueil  the  pursuit  Luter  it  encountered  about  a  brigade  of 
RusHinns  near  Tadien-pu-tzu  (D  3),  one  and  a  half  miks  south 
uf  Pu-ho,  but  sueccede<l  in  driving  it  back  also,  and  at  2  p,m. 
look  up  a  position  whence  it  coufd  bring  fir©  to  bear  on  the 
Tieb4ing  road.  On  this  day  (10th)  General  Kuroki  sent  the 
ITifiesawa  Brigade  from  tho  Amiy  i*esL*rve  to  join  the  Guard 
DiviHiiin  and  jirolong  the  line  of  that  divisitjn  to  the  right  The 
Guard  Cavalrv'  continued  its  advance  to  Pui-kuan-tun  (north  of 
Hu-8hati-pu.  E  8  S* W.),  meeting  many  large  Russian  detadiments, 
which  it  attacked  and  drove  off  in  confusion. 

(3)  Tiie  i*e treat  of  the  Russians  from  Mukdeu  began  on 
tim  night  uf  the  9th — 10th,  and  wdien  the  Ouar<l  appefired  on 
tbt  main  road  they  were  in  full  retreat  in  many  columns  along 
the  road  and  railway.  The  Guard  artillery  tired  shrapnel  at 
them  with  much  effect  while  the  infantry  pushed  machine  guns 
well  to  the  front,  and  infliciiad  severe  losses.  Hijikata  used  his 
Rnmiun  guns  (three  four-gun  battel ies)  with  grent  effect,  owing 
to  their  superior  range^  but  when  he  reached  Ta-lien-pu-tzu 
(D  3)  he  only  had  ten  rounds  per  gun  left  He  sent  men  to 
S(»aivh  the  iK)8itiooa  which  the  Russian  artillery  had  occupied, 
and  they  retuined  with  one  hundred  and  forty  lounds,  which 
kept  him  g'Jing  till  the  end  of  the  battle.  His  dharc  of  the 
ca]>tun?d  ammunition  then  aiTioimted  to  ten  thou>iand  rounds. 

(4)  The  Ya-lu  Army  reached  Fu-*huri  on  the  lOtb,  and  a 
part  i>f  it  pushed  on  up  tbe  Fu*shtiii— Tieh-ling  road. 

(5)  Thus  on  tlie  evening  of  the  10th,  the  First  and  Third 
Armies  wave<l  to  each  other,  as  it  were,  acrosH  the  Mukden — 
Ti^-liog  roail,  eight  or  nine  miles  north  of  the  former  town. 
They  wer«  not,  however,  strong  enough  to  effectually  olo<te  tht? 
neck  of  the  bottle* 
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li  ICar.  8.  On  the  11th  March  the  continuous  pursuit  was  beginning 

to  teU  on  the  men  of  the  First  Army. 

(1)  On  this  day  the  2nd  Division  reached  Tiog-chia-kou 
(E  3  centre)^  while  the  12th  Division,  turning  north-west,  reached 
Yi-lu  (D  3  east).  The  Guard  had  been  oidored  to  advance  to 
Shen-tai-tzu,  just  north-west  of  Ti-lu,  but  it  came  across  a  large 
force  of  retreating  Kus&ians  trying  to  make  their  way  norUi 
on  the  east  side  of  tbe  road.  With  but  little  lighting  it  took 
nearly  4,000  prisoners,  mostly  of  the  5th  and  19th  Europeaa 
fiifleSy  the  latter  surrendering  near  Pan-chia-tai  (D  3  south). 
Two  regimental  colours  also  fell  into  their  hands,  though  the 
Russians  did  their  best  to  destroy  them.  The  Guard  Division 
therefore  was  unable  to  push  on  as  projected,  and  spent  the  day 
near  Fu-ho  and  rearranged  its  troops. 

(2)  The  Fourth  Army,  on  the  11th,  rearranged  its  troops 
about  Ta-wa  (D  4). 

(3)  The  Second  Army  was  west  of  Mukden. 

(4)  The  Third  Army  pushed  on  in  touch  with  the  First  and 
reached  the  line  Shen-tai-tzu  (D  3) — Shih-fu-ssu  (C  8).  The 
latter  place  is  on  the  Fa-ku-men  road^  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Liao. 

(5)  The  main  body  of  the  Ya-lu  Army  was  near  Fu-shun  on 
the  11th,  a  detachment  being  pushed  out  to  the  north. 

9.  Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Mukden. 

10.  The  Russians  encountered  by  the  First  Army  between 
the  24th  February  and  11th  March  consisted  of — 

The  3rd,  5th  and  6th  Siberian  Rifle  Divisiona 
The  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Siberian  Divisions. 
Part  of  the  7 1st  and  72nd  Reserve  lofantry  Divisiona 
These  troops  had  faced  the  First  Army  all  the  winter.     The 
foregoing  do  not  include  the  troops  met  on  the  Mukden  road 

11.  The  First  Army  lost  about  10,000  officers  and  men,  and 
captured  about  5,000  prisoners,  exclusive  of  those  who  died  in 
the  Japanese  hospitals.  The  Japan  Times  gave  the  losses  of 
the  First  Army  as  follows  : — 

Officers.  Men. 

Killed  -  -  - 

Wounded    -  - 

Missing  -  -  . 

357  10,128 

12.  The  heaviest  losses  were  incurred  by  the  Second  and 
Third  Armies,  the  former  of  which  is  reported  to  have  lost 
28,000.  A  member  of  Marshal  Oyama's  staff  put  the  Japanese 
losses  during  the  battle  down  at  71^000.* 

*  The  latest  reports  pni  the  Japanese  losses  at  71,014;  in  round 
numbers :  First  Armv  10,000,  Second  Armj  22,000,  Third  Army  18,000» 
Foarth  Army  13,000,  Ya-lu  Army  6,000. 
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Tieh'ling, 

L  It  wfl8  only  during  the  battle  of  Mukden  that  the 
Jftpanene  managed  to  capture  from  the  Russians  a  large 
qtumtiiy  of  maps  which  explained  to  them  the  geography  uf 
Uie  countrj*  north  of  Mukden.  These  maps  showed  them  tliat 
if  Tich'ling  was  to  be  properly  defended  by  the  Russians?,  the 
line  of  hit  Is  along  the  north  bunk  of  the  Han  Ho  (or  Fan  Ho) 
mut^t  be  of  great  iTTiportunce  in  any  such  sehenie  of  defence. 
A  pUn  of  the  Tieh-Hng  defences  was  ca])ture<l  at  tho  ^ame 
Uhmx  General  Kumki  therefore  came  to  the  conclusion  that  if 
th«  Fir?t  Army  could  only  take  the  line  of  hills  in  question, 
Tteh-ling  would  practical ly  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  Japanese, 
So,  altbotigh  hia  troopa  required  a  good  rest,  he  determined  to 
Mflli  on  m  quickly  as  possible  and  attack  the  f>o^ition  on  the 
Fan  Ho,  force  the  jtassage  of  tliat  river,  and  capture  the  hills 
fttong  the  north  bank.  Mjir^hal  Oyama  thought  it  was  asking 
the  troops  of  the  First  Army  to  do  too  mueh^  and  did  not 
lequire  this  effort  of  them  ;  hut  General  Kuroki  considered  it 
best  to  get  poaaeAsion  of  the  bilk  first  and  then  to  decide  the 
qilwtion  of  further  atlvanee, 

2.  (leneral  Kuroki  therefore  I'ewted  the  First  Army  during 
the  ISth,  remaining  on  tho  liii<>  occupied  on  the  llth»  He 
re»t4>d,  that  is  to  say,  the  bulk  f>f  hie  anuy»  for  he  sent  forward 
about  a  brigade  from  the  2nd  Pi  virion,  a  brigade  from  the  12th 
Division,  and  Umezawa  from  the  Guard  Division,  The  brigade 
of  the  2nd  Division  reached  Fang-ehia-tnn  (E  3)  (nortli  of 
I,i-cluen-hu-tun  jvnd  some  four  mile«  from  Piao-chi-tuni  by  the 
^v inning,  driving  Imck  the  RosHians  all  day*  Tlic  bri^de  of  the 
12th  DiviBion  drove  them  from  Chen-chien'hu-tun  (E  3  N,w,) 
and  oocnpted  it  Pmexawa  reached  Shen-tai-tzu  (D  2  north), 
pushing  back  about  a  battalion  of  Russians,  On  the  evening  of 
the  12th  the  RuHsians  were  on  the  line  of  hills  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Fan,  imd  busy  throwing  up  entrenchments  lus  far 
wrst  w$  the  Liao  at  Chu-chu'shan  (D  2).  The  main  liody  of  the 
Quard  was  still  at  Pn-ho  (D  3  south). 

3.  On  the  13th  March -^ 

Th©  2nd  Division  advanced  to  Fan^-chia-tuu. 

The  litli  Division  advanced  to  Ohen-chien-hu-tun  (E  S 
K.w.). 

Dmeauiwa  advanced  to  a  line  from  Shao-^hl-shiui  on  the 
led  (5  mi\m  nortli  of  Shea-tai-tzu  (D  ^)  on  tiie  railway)  to 
Fan-chia-tnn  (E  2/3)  (on  the  main  road)  on  the  right. 

The  other  Armies  rested  where  they  were»  but  the  Third 
Army  sent  a  detachment  (the  Akiyama  Detachment)  to  Chu- 
chu-shan  (D  2),  while  the  Fourth  and  Ya-lu  Armies  sent  forward 
Urn  Maida  and  lii^hijima  Detach menta  respectively.  These  two 
dotachments  advanced  lx.Oiind  the  left  and  right  flanks  reicpee* 
Htd^  of  the  Firut  Army,  the  former  reaching  Hsia-chia-hu  (D  2) 
on  utoewwa'a  left. 
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From  this  line  the  First  Army  reconnoitred  on  the  13ih  and 
found  that  the  Kossian  force  in  its  front  consisted  of  about  two 
divisions,  while  west  of  the  railway  there  were  about  four 
divisions  still  retiring  in  columns  on  TiehJing. 

4.  On  the  14th  March  the  2nd  Division  attacked  thet  Buaaiaasi 
on  both  banks  of  the  Fan  at  Chang-ohia*lou-tzu  (E  2)«i  The 
Russians  stubbornly  defended  successive  lines  of  commaodiiig 
and  precipitous  hills,  and  on  this  day  the  division  only  sueceedea 
in  taking  part  of  the  position  and  did  not  entirely  occupy  it  till 
the  night  of  the  14th — 15th.  The  Russians  fought  desperatelyg 
and  a  captured  officer  informed  the  Jtipanese  thnik  the  defenders 
had  been  ordered  to  hold  it  to  the  last  man.  It  ia  inconceivable 
that  the  Russians  shou14  have  constructed  such  strong  and 
elaborate  works  near  Tieh-ling  and  have  neglected  the  Ime  of 
the  Fan  which,  if  fortified,  must  have  caused  the  Japanese  an 
infinity  of  trouble,  and  the  possession  of  which  would  enable 
the  Japanese  to  dominate  Tieh-ling. 

During  the  14th  the  12th  Division  shelled  the  Russians  in 
its  front..  Umezawa  reconnoitred  and  shelled  the  Russians,  who 
were  entrenching. 

5.  On  the  15th.  March  the  general  officer  commanding  the 
2nd  Division  received  orders  to  reconnoitre  Tieh-ling,  but  not 
to  commit  himself  to  a  fight 

The  12th  Division  was  ordered,  after  taking  the  hills  north 
of  the  Fan^  to  be  ready  to  assist  the  2nd. 

Umezawa  was  ordered  to  reconnoitre  Tieh-ling,  advancing 
along  the  main  road. 

The  Maida  Detachment  of  the  Fourth  Army  was  ordered  to 
advance  west  of  the  railway  to  Hsia-fan-ho  (D  2  east). 

The  Akiyama  Detachment  of  the  Third  Army  was  ordered 
to  reconnoitre  along  the  Liao,  to  the  north  of  Tieh-ling. 

The  2nd  Division  learned  that  the  Russians  had  about  two 
divisions  and  thirty  guns  in  Tieh-ling,  but  that  only  fifteen  or 
sixteen  guns  were  in  position.  At  5  p^m.  a  loud  explosion  was 
heard  north  of  Tieh-ling,  and  that  evening  the  railway  station 
was  set  on  fire.  So  the  general  officer  commanding  the  2nd 
Division  inferred  that  the  enemy  was  abandoning  the  town, 
and  he  sent  forward  patrols  who  entered  it  at  9  p.m.  The  town 
was  effectively  occupied  at  12.20  a.m.  the  following  morning. 
Only  a  few  shell  had  been  fired  into  it. 

I  Mar.  6.  Again   telegraphic  commimication  was  interrupted,  this 

time  by  the  Russians,  and  orders  from  Army  Head-Quarters  did 
not  reach  the  front  in  time  to  stop  the  general  officer  com- 
manding the  12th  Division  from  pursuing  north  of  Teh-ling  on 
his  own  initiative.  On  the  16th  be  reached  Chung-ku  (£  1), 
13  miles  north  of  Tieh-ling  on  the  main  road,  and  inflicted  some 
further  loss  on  the  retiring  Russians.  The  Guard  also  advanced 
to  Tieh-ling  on  the  16th,  so  on  that  date  the  main  force  oi  the 
First  Army  was  about  Tieh-ling  and  Chung-ku. 


BATn.E  OF  III^KOEX. 


2S« 


Hare  the  pursuit  eiided,  for  Uie  Fir^t  Army  then  received 
I  to  take  up  a  Uiie  ebiDg  tli«  bft  bank  uf  tiie  Fan  aod  to 
I  Tieh-liijg  over  t<>  the  Fourth  Aniiy-  Thk  reHlii*tributioa 
liiipui  «m  the  17th,  and  the  Firr^t  Anny  then  took  up  the  position 
it  oocupied  for  some  time  afterw&rdH. 

8.  In  this  pursuit  the  First  Army  had  about  1,000  additional 
Cttsualties,  and  the  Japanese  c»lcu!ats  that  tlie  Russian  los^  was 
ieii  times  a«  gre^t  Most  of  the  Japant^se  losses  were  incurred 
by  the  2nd  Division  lO  crossing  the  Fan  Ilo, 


Comments, 

1.  An  mentioned  in  para,  0  of  the  section  of  this  report  on 
*The  Battle  on  the  Sha  Ho,"  the  strategj*  of  iho  Ja|iat)e^e  had 
for  its  object  the  outflanking  of  both  Riist^ian  wing»,  their 
litie  beirig  secretly  lengthened  for  this  puifioso  Ify  the  addition 
of  the  Yr*Iu  Array  (based  on  the  Ya-^lu)  to  the  right,  and 
of  the  Third  Anny  to  the  left,  flank.  The  three  central 
Armies  were  on  a  ^ven  date  to  assume  an  otfen^iive  attitudep 
unmask  the  heavy  gtios  they  had  i*ecrotly  brought  up  into 
pDBition,  Hoize  and  occupy  advanced  positions  and  take  every 
opportunity  of  |>u^hing  forward,  The  Ya-lu  Army  (Oeneral 
Kawamura)  was  tl'  ake  the  Brst  advance  and  attract  the 
Aitftitton  of  the  K  to  their  left  flauk,  and  when  thia 
object  had  been  gained,  tiie  Third  Army  waa  to  move  rapidly 
forwani  and  get  round  to  the  north- wost  of  Mukden  and 
cut  the  Kussian  line  of  retrent  on  Tieh-ling.  In  the  mean- 
time Kawamura  vtbm  to  fight  his  way  through  the  hills,  get  to 
Ku-shnn  and,  by  advancing  thence  on  Tieh-ling,  also  cut  the 
Kus'iian  line  of  rt^treat  from  Mtikdcvn,  The  oth^r  Armiefs  in  the 
meantime  were  U^  conform  to  the  advance  of  tJ»e  flankii^  the 
Fourth  Army  moving  direct  on  Mukden  and  the  First  and 
Seeond  Armies  wheeling  inwards  and  joining  up  the  Foni-th 
Army  with  Kawamum  amt  Nogi  respectively* 

2.  The  advimce  of  the  Ya-lu  Army  produced  immediate 
i?fltct  It  is  pretty  certain  that  the  Kussians  meant  to  hiunc!h 
another  attack  sgainst  the  Japanese  left  about  the  26  ih  Febmary, 
and  to  assist  this  operation  liennenkampf  had  been  moved  from 
tlie  left  of  the  RuBsian  line  towards  the  right.  Kawamura 'a 
advance,  however,  sent  him  hurr)ing  back  again  t*>  his  original 
position.  What  further  effect  his  advance  had  it  is  diHicult  to 
say,  but  it  is  pretty  certain  that  in  eonsequence  of  the  repeated 
altacks  of  the  Ya-lu  Army  and  the  ^d  Division,  reinforcements 
were  sent  to  the  Russian  left  Foreign  press  correspondenta 
eaptufed  at  Mukden  assert  that  Kuropatkiu  hurried  verj^  strong 
reinforcements  tr>  Jus  left  to  meet  Kawanjui-a's  advance  and 
then^  when  Nogi's  advance  declared  ityelf,  hurried  tliem  back 
to  Mukden  where  they  arriveil  too  exhausted  to  l^  of  much  use, 
What  measure  of  trutli  there  was  in  this  statement  accouutu 
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from  the  Russian  side  will  probably  show,  bat  that  Katopatkin 
was  completely  deceived  and  practically  lost  the  battle  through 
marching  and  countermarching  large  reinforcements  to  and 
from  his  left,  is  not  to  be  credited.  A  senior  general  staff 
officer  to  whom  this  story  was  told  by  a  captured  correspondent 
was  at  first  inclined  to  attach  some  importance  to  it,  but  he 
told  me  afterwards  that  it  could  not  be  true,  as  from  reports 
received  after  the  battle  he  was  sure  that  the  Japanese  right 
never  had  more  than  four  divisions  opposed  to  it.  And  further, 
we  know  that  Kuropatkin  never  moved  his  general  reserve 
towards  his  left,  because  Nogi  met  it  and  defeated  it  on  the 
3rd  March. 

3.  The  Ta-lu  Army  began  well,  and  its  initial  advance  pro- 
duced the  desired  effect,  and  greatly  facilitated  No^'s  advance ; 
but  its  subsequeot  task,  the  outflanking  of  the  ttussian  left, 
proved  too  much  for  it.  What  the  composition  of  the  7a-lu 
Army  was  has  been  kept  secret,  but  in  addition  to  the 
11th  Division  from  Port  Arthur  it  probably  comprised  a  couple 
of  reserve  divisions.  The  country  it  had  to  advance  through 
was  a  mass  of  hill8,  unknown  and  unmapped  as  far  as  the 
Japanese  were  concerned,  a  country  easily  defensible  by  inferior 
numbers.  Moreover,  the  Japanese  thought  that  the  line  of 
defence  works  constructed  by  the  Russians  durmg  the  winter 
only  extended  as  far  east  as  Eao-tai  Ling  (K  5  centre),  and  it 
was  not  till  the  28th  February  that  reconnaissance  showed  that 
it  extended  through  Hsiao-pu  (E  5)  to  Ma-chun-tan  (E  5  N.E.). 
The  Ta-lu  Army  was  brought  to  a  standstill  on  the  28th  near 
the  latter  place^  and  remained  there  till  the  pursuit  began  on 
the  8th  March.  Its  actions  during  the  fighting  and  afterwards 
during  the  pursuit  were  kept  shrouded  in  mjrstery.  It  even- 
tually reached  Fu-shun^  but  it  is  safe  to  infer  that  it  dropped 
out  of  the  running  altogether  as  far  as  its  outflanking  movement 
was  concerned,  and  merely  acted  as  a  flank-guard  to  the  First 
Army,  which,  as  matters  turned  out,  was  obliged,  and  able,  to 
take  over  its  duties  to  a  considerable  extent. 

4.  As  regards  the  First  Army,  General  Kuroki  was  given  a 
very  free  hand  as  to  whether  he  should  attack  the  Russian 
position  in  his  front,  and  as  to  how  and  when  such  an  attack 
should  be  made.  He  was  to  act  as  the  situation  demanded. 
The  12th  Division  tried  to  take  the  position  in  its  front  on  the 
2nd  March,  but  was  withdrawn  again  on  the  4th,  and  on  the 
night  of  the  2nd — 3rd  March,  Euroki  pushed  the  2nd  Brigade 
of  the  Guard  and  the  16th  Regiment  (2nd  Division)  over  the 
valley  and  attacked  the  Russian  position  about  Tang-chia-tuo,^ 
in  order  to  try  and  relieve  the  existing  situation.  But  the 
position  was  too  formidable  and  well-defended  to  be  taken  by 
a  frontal  attack,  and  after  suffering  very  severely,  the  Guaid 

*  Not  on  map;   it  is  aboat  8  miles    soath-west  of   Tsai-chia-ton 
(D  5  east). 
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ifa«f  attack.  It  hung  on»  howeirer,  to  the  ground  it 
■#cm»  and,  till  the  fmruuit  began^  it  occupied  bits  of  dead 

[^grcmiid  amorig  the  foot-hilli^  on  the  north  ^ide  of  the  Sha 
Uo,  throwing  out  firing  tines  sheltered  behind  low  sand-bag 
patmnetSi  Thesd  latter  were  coinmaDded  at  nhoti  range  from 
the  Bnaaiaii  trenched,  and  the  men  behind  them  could  not  move 

I  hmsd  or  foot  diirmg  the  day- time.  Then  on  the  night  of  the 
4lli— 5th,  five  more  battalions  of  the  12th  Division  were  thrown 
acrcw  at  Pien-niu-ln-pu  (D  5),  and  they  found  themselves 
io  a  similar  predicament.     Some  2,800  )  anb  separated  tliese 

rtwo   attacking  forces.     This   was    the    situation    in   front  of 

[the  Gtianl  and  12tb  Divinions  till  the  pursuit  began,  atul  in 
the  mujiotime  the  2nd  Division  had  been  trying  to  assist  the 
idvanee  of  the  T&nlu  Army  by  attacking  on  the  left  of  the 
kUer, 

5.  The  atlvisability  of  launching  the  whole  First  Army  in 
m  doeperate  frontal  Attack  against  the  Russian  position  had 
b€^n  much  discusse*!  by  Oenertd  Kuroki  and  hii^  staff  tnmi  the 
titiii?  the  Ya-lu  Army  had  found  it  was  unable  to  make  head- 
way«  Moreover,  the  Fourth  Army  had  abo  been  brought  up 
abort,  in  spite  of  the  28'Cm.  howitzerfl  with  which  it  bombarded 

I  Wan*piio  Shan  (D  5),  Some  members  of  the  staff  gav^j  their 
cision  in  favour  of  8uch  an  attack,  though  thi*y  knew  it  would 
tell   tremondoUB  losses,  but   calmer   counsels    prevailed,   and 

[Koroki  held  his  Amiy  ready  for  as  rapid  a  pursuit  as  possible 
when  the  time  should  come*  When  that  time  diil  couie^  he  nent 
it  forwarti,  telling  divisional  commanders  to  push  straight  on 
lo  the  Hun,  even  if  they  dropped  half  their  men  on  the  way, 

'  The  divisions  pushed  on  sri  fast  that  the  Russians  were  unable 
to  Ofi^lKe  *v  proper  defence  of  the  line  of  the  Hun  an<b  though 
the  2ml  and  12th  LHvinionjs  experienced  opposition  at  the  nver, 
the  Guard  Division  crossed  practically  unopposed,  and  ndvancing 
in  touch  with  the  right  of  the  Fourth  Army,  wheeled  tii  ILh  left 
and  waa  able  to  bring  tire  to  bear  on  the  Mukden — Tieh  ling 
toad  on  the  lOtli  March,  That  day  the  position  of  the  t^uard 
Wftf  a  somewhat  premrious  one^  for  until  the  rest  of  the 
First  Army  could  come  up  into  line  with  it,  its  right  flank 
only    prot**rteiJ    by    the    divisional   ravalry.       The  latter^ 


lliowever,  did  excellent  and  effective  work  under  its  enterprising 
\  ciiQimatider. 

6.  But  tliough  the  Guard  Div^ision  was  able  to  command  the 
Tieh-ling  road  on  tlie  10th,  it  was  not  strong  enough  to  block 
it  effectively^  nor  would  the  RuNsians  allow  the  Third  Army  to 
block  it  fmm  the  west  So  all  tlint  day  and  niLjht  the  Rui-siaa 
columns  ntreamed  away  between  tht^m,  On  the  1  Hh  the  road 
was  blocktHJ  by  the  Fourth  Army,  and  three  particis  of  Ru.ssians 
who  had  been  headed  off  the  road  and  tried  to  break  tfrntugh 
ea*t  of  it  were  easily  captured  by  the  iiuard,  to  the  number 
of  aljoui  4,000.    But  the  bulk  of  the  Ru&iian  Army  bad 
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from  Mukden.  Its  retreat^  however,  was  a  rout,  and  what  a 
rout  it  must  have  been  I  never  realized  till  I  came  down  by 
rail  to  Mukden,  on  my  return  to  Tokio,  and  saw  the  remains 
of  many  hundreds  of  carts  of  every  description  which  the 
Russians  had  abandoned  and  burned,  and  the  enormous  quantities 
of  felt  boots  and  other  articles  of  clotliing  which  strewed  the 
line  of  retreat.  And  this  was  eight  weeks  after  the  battle,  when 
the  Japanese  had  collected  all  serviceable  material  (including 
over  400  ammunition  wagons)  and  the  Chinese  had  swept  up 
what  was  left. 

7.  Thus,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  Ya-lu  Armv  to  force  its 
way  thi^ough  the  mountains,  all  the  Russians  between  the 
Mukden— Tieh-ling  and  Fu-shun — ^Tieh-ling  roads  escaped,  and 
only  a  partially  effective  blockade  of  the  Tieh-ling  road  was 
possible.  Superior  numbers  at  the  decisive  point  were  again 
wanting.  Whether  the  Japanese  could  have  dune  better  is 
hard  to  say  without  a  fuUer  knowledge  of  the  subject,  but 
judging  from  results  and  from  the  facts  as  they  have  been 
presented  to  me,  I  think  the  Japanese  were  too  confident  of 
their  power  to  push  Kawamura*s  Army  through  the  mountains, 
and  that  they  wouid  have  done  better  to  have  put  more  strength 
on  their  left  and  to  have  pinned  their  faith  on  Nogi  cutting  the 
Mukden — Tieh-ling  road.  I  think  they  tried  too  much  on  too 
extended  a  front,  and  it  would  have  been  an  extraordinary 
thing  if  the  Russians  had  allowed  the  flanks  of  a  line  one 
hundred  miles  long  to  have  converged  so  as  to  surround  them* 
At  the  same  time,  it  was  the  grajid  coup  that  the  Japanese 
meant  to  try  for  in  the  hopes  of  ending  the  war,  and  they 
did  all  they  could  to  deserve  success.  A  complete  system  of 
telegraphs  and  telephones  brought  the  whole  of  this  long  line 
under  the  control  of  Marshal  Oyama  on  the  railway;  strong 
entrenched  positions,  on  which  they  could  fall  back  if  necessary, 
provided  against  the  danger  of  the  line  being  broken  by  a 
determined  counter-attack ;  and  orders  were  issued  for  the 
pursuit  to  be  pushed  on  to  the*  utmost  so  as  to  allow  the 
Russians  no  chance  of  rallying  once  they  began  to  retreat. 

8.  I  am  diffident  in  criticizing  strategy  which  met  with  so 
much  success^  but  I  think  the  results  would  have  been  even 
greater  if  the  left  outflanking  force  had  been  stronger  than  it 
was.  The  effect  which  a  strong  mounted  force  would  have 
produced  on  the  retreating  Russians  would  also  have  been 
enormous,  and  on  this  occasion  the  Japanese  sincerely  r^retted 
their  weakness  in  cavalry  and  the  absence  of  horse  artillery. 
The  First  Army  played  an  important  part  in  the  battle,  and  the 
value  of  its  rapid  pursuit  was  incalculable.  The  opinion  of 
the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  First  Army  is  that  General  Kuroki 
had  two  strokes  of  good  luck :— The  first  was  when  he  decided 
not  to  attack  the  Russian  position  on  the  Sha  Ho  in  earnest, 
for  then  the  heavy  losses  he  must  have  incurred  would  have 
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gteaily  lessened  his  power  of  pursuit;  and  the  second  was 
when  he  was  able  to  get  across  the  Hun  with  comparatively 
alight  opposition. 

9.  The  Russians  again  failed  to  make  use  of  their  strength 
in  cavalry.  The  Third  Army  expected  to  find  Mishchenko 
barring  its  advance  in  the  plains,  but  he  was  not  there.  The 
Japanese  attribute  his  absence  to  the  effect  of  a  successful 
cavalry  raid  on  their  part. 


^^ 
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(12)  The  Battle  of  Mukden :  Operations  of  the  2nd 
Division  of  the  First  Japanese  Army. 


Report  by  Captain  B.  Vincent,  Royal  Artillery. 
22nd  May  1905 .♦ 
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Operations  of  the  29th   Regiment  at  Wan-pu-chieh 

(Kapugai)  on  the  Hun  Ho,  10th  March       *  -  „  62 

Action  at  Fu-shun,  10th  March  -  -  -  „  63 
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During  the  winter  the  2nd  Division,  under  LieuL-Oeneral 
Nishijima,  was  in  position  in  the  Japanese  defensive  line  south 
of  the  Sha  Ho,  between  the  left  of  the  Guard  Division  at  Lien- 
hua  Shan,t  and  the  right  of  the  Fourth  Army,  just  east  of 
Shih-kou  Shan.t 

The  front  held  was  purposely  short,  as  the  division  was 
intended  to  act  as  a  general  reserve  for  the  Army  if  necessary. 

When  Grippenberg  attacked  the  Japanese  left  near  Hei- 
kou-tai,t  on  the  26th  January,  the  2Dd  Division,  less  one 
regiment  (the  30th),  was  sent  with  the  5th  Division,  Fourth 
Army,  to  reinforce  the  8th  Division  in  that  direction. 

On  its  return  from  Hei-kou-tai,  the  2nd  Division  was  sent 
off  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  Army,  near  Eao-tai-tzu  (E  6), 
in  order  to  be  in  position  for  a  movement  against  the  Russian 
left,  in  conjunction  with  the  Ta-lu  Army,  under  Lieut.- General 
Kawaraura. 

The  16th  Regiment  was  left  behind  at  Ha-ma-tang  (D  5) 
to  occupy  the  gap  between  the  Guard  and  the  Fourth 
Army. 

*  Captain  YinceDt  was  not  present  daring  the  battle,  rejoining  the 
First  Army  on  the  21  st  March.  His  report,  he  states,  is  compiiedfrom 
acconnts  elicited  from  regimental  and  other  officei-s  and  stadr  of  the 
gronnd,  at  the  Hon  Ho  and  Fan  Ho,  in  company  of  officers  who  had  been 
present  and  commanded  daring  the  fighting. 

t  Not  on  map.  Their  position  can  be  inferred  from  Map  61  (D  5), 
the  block  showing  the  winter  line  of  the  2nd  Division. 

t  Ses  Map  61. 
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Bxtmet  from  First  Army  Orders,  dated  Pan-la-shan-izu 
(D  6  aortli),  2  p.m.,  21st  Febniaiy. 

"  (2)  The  Ya-lu  Anny  will  commence  bo  advance  on  the 
23rd  iuRt- ;  the  ri^ht  colunm  throtigli  Chin-tou-ku  (G  5), 
Ma-chuarig*tzu,  Wu4ung-kon,  Ku-chia-tzu  ;  the  left  column 
by  the  road  from  Chiog-ho-cheng  through  Ma-chun*taji 
(E,/F  5)  to  Fu  shun, 

**Th*^  Army  will  endeavDur  to  get  roimd  the  enemy's 
left,  and  will  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Ma-ehun-tan  od  tho 
27ih  itiKtant. 

•*  (:i)  The  First  Army  will  take  up  its  position  to  attack 
tha  Busaian  left  on  the  27th." 

At  the  same  time  the  2nd  Division  was  reinforced  by  the 
29th  Reserve  Regiment  of  two  batmlions  (Major  Kani),  the  S9th 
Ri'rtiTVc  Be^m«!nt  of  two  battalions  (Major  Honda),  three 
BqtiiidronB  (cue  from  the  Guard  and  two  from  the  12th  I)i%*ision) 
under  Colonel  Aiyura  {12th  Cavalry),  and  tUo  It^t  Battalion 
12 til  Mountiun  ArtiUerv  (Major  Iwatake). 

Tliu  I./2  Field  Artillery  (Major  Yamamoto)  was  sent  to  the 
12th  BiWHion  in  exchange  for  the  mountain  giina. 

On  the  23rd  February  the  main  body  of  the  2nd  Diviaiou  aSrd  ¥0% 
Idiourhiiod  of  Wei-ning-ying  (E  ^h  with  ontpo«»tit 
txti  and  8au-chia-tKu  (E  5   south),  situated  on 
the  twt>  mam  road«  frfim  the  north  which  debouch  ioto  the 
valltjy  of  the  Tai-tzu  Ho. 

The  field  artillery  (three  batteries)  waa  at  Kao-tai-tzu  (E  6), 
At  Uiia  time  the  Rui^^iun  advanced  posin  were  on  the  line 
Hsin-kai  Ling*  (cast)— Pien- ling  (E  6)— Shu-kou  (D  5)  (we^t), 
and  it  was  known  that  there  were  eODsidemble  bodies  of 
Boaaiaofii  at  Vang  tai -Jen  shan  (E  5)  and  at  Kao-kuan-iu 
(E5). 

Divisional  Orders,  23rd  February, 

(1)  The  cavalry  detachment  (Aiyura)  will  retnain 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tai-tzn  Ho.  near  Shang-niu- 
liBin*tai  (K  G),  to  cover  the  right  rear  of  the  division. 

(2)  T\w  Hond*  Regiment  (S9th  Reserve)  will  drive 
ihi*  RusHians  from  Chicn-chang-tzu  (E  6),  and  tJien 
occupy  the  lioigbts  east  of  it,  in  order  to  cover  the 
right  flank  of  the  division. 

(3)  Tin*  Inhibashi  Brigade,  with  one  mountain  battery, 
will  drive  the  Russians  from  Kao-yen  Ling,  ju&t  soath  of 
Kao*kuan-sai  {G  5). 

(4)  The  Akiyama  Cavalry  DeMwhment  (2nd  Division 
Cavalry)  will  reuiaiii  behind  the  right  wing  of  the 
Ishibaslvi  Brigatle,  aud  \^  realty  to  push  on  the  moment 
tho  brigade  drives  the  enemy  back. 

*  ^*ol  on  Mftp  tjl  I  it  ii  15  milm.  eoath  of  Ohteii*chfuig  (G  9)« 
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(5)  The  Kani  Regiment  (29th  Reserve)  will  ooeapy 
the  heights  south  of  Ta-yu  (E  5),  and  will  get  in  touch 
with  the  12th  Division. 

(6)  The  remainder  of  the  division  will  remain  in  its 
present  quarters,  in  readiness  to  advance. 

!4th  Feb.  In  accordance  with  the  above  orders,  the  troops  commenced 

their  respective  movements  at  daybreak  on  the  24th.* 

The  Ishibashi  Brigade  took  the  heights  at  9.10  a.m.,  and 
then  pushed  on  and  occupied  Eao-kuan-sai  (E  5)  by  4  p.m. 

About  seven  squadrons  of  Russian  cavaliy  opposed  ihe 
brigade.  It  was  said  at  the  time  that  they  belonged  to  the 
2od  and  5th  Siberian  Cossacks. 

The  Eani  Regiment  accomplished  its  object  without  diffi- 
culty by  9.30  a.m.,  having  found  only  about  five  hundred 
Russian  infantry  and  cavalry  in  front.  The  field  battery  which 
had  been  told  off  to  the  advanced  guard  of  the  division  came 
into  action  early  on  the  heights  near  Chi-chia-pu-tzu,  and  fired 
on  the  enemy  on  the  heights  near  Ta-yu  at  3,300  yards  range. 
The  Russians,  however,  retired  at  once. 

The  Honda  Regiment  carried  out  its  orders  by  11  a.m. 

Thus  the  Russian  advanced  posts  were  driven  back  every- 
where, and  the  division  prepared  for  a  general  advance  next 
day,  in  accordance  with  the  following  plan  received  from  Army 
Head-Quarters, 

Army  Orders  for  25th  February. 

"  The  advanced  guard  of  the  2nd  Division  will  occupy  the 
country  north-west  of  Eao-kuan-sai,  and  a  deti^hment  will  be 
thrown  forward  to  the  north  of  Erh-ma  Ling  to  get  in  touch 
with  the  right  of  the  12th  Division. 

"The  main  force  of  the  division,  under  the  protection  of 
the  above-mentioned  troops,  will  concentrate  before  midday 
(25th)  in  the  vicinity  of  Eao-kuan-sai. 

"  The  main  body  of  the  cavalry  will  ensure  the  safety  of 
the  right  flank,  and  will  keep  in  touch  with  the  Ya-lu  Army." 

The  Ya-lu  Army  occupied  Ching-ho-cheng  (F  6)  on  the 
23rd,  but  the  divisional  staff  were  unaware  of  this  when  orders 
were  issued  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  as  follows  : — 

(1)  The  advanced  guard  will  occupy  a  line  from 
Hua-ling  westwards  towards  Erh-ma  Ling,  and  the  main 
body  will  advance  to  Kao-kuan-saL 

(2)  The  30th  Regiment  (Kawasaki)  and  one  mountain 
battery  will  proceed  towards  Yang  tai-jen-shan  and  will 
drive  back  the  enemy  in  that  direction  as  far  as  possible. 

(3)  The  Akiyama  cavalry  will  operate  with  the 
Kawasaki  Regiment  and  cover  its  right  front. 

*  See  square  B  5  of  Map  61. 
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The  Honda  Regfiment  aad  Aiytira  Cftvalry  on  the  right 
6iv»>il  no  fresh  orders,  io  remained  in  the  same  po»itioo  as  on 
I  24th. 

At  daybreak  oo  the  25th  the  movement  commenced.     Some  2Btk  T^ 
RnaHians  had  throw  a  up  light  entrenchments  near  the  road,  but 
a  fidd  buttery  with  the  advanced  guard  came  into  action  west 
of  Huadiug,  and  soon  drove  them  out 

A  litttii  i\mi  noon  the  advanced  guard  renched  Hua^ing, 
and  about  the  same  time  Erh-ma  Ling  was  occupied  by  the 
Kani  Oetachment. 

At  1L30  a.m.  the  leaiiiog  battalion  of  the  nmin  liotly  of  thci 
dirbion  with  tlie  other  t\vo  field  batteries,  reache*!  KtM}-kuan* 
aiait  and  continuing  itfl  marcb.  at  12*30  pjn*  the  main  body 
PNiehcd  Yang-tai-jen-shaiL  The  Russians  set  fire  to  their  i^Uirea 
there  and  retreated. 

A  detach  men  t  fnim  the  main  body  was  sent  Uy  occupy  the 
heigh U  on  the  right  flank  and  did  mo  by  2  p.m.  Major  Honda 
alao  marched  to  Yang-tai-jen-ehan,  and  me  Aiynra  Cavalry 
moved  op  to  Peng-kou  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  Ya-lu 
Anny. 

On  the  left  the  Kani  Begiment  joinod  up  with  the  5th 
Rcfierve  Brigade  (Awaibara),  which  was  on  the  right  of  Uie 
Ifth  Division. 

The  Ya-Iu  Army  occupied  Ta  Ling,  and  exU^nded  eastwards 
with  ita  right  on  Hsi-chuan^ling  (G  5). 

Army  Orders  tor  26th  February, 

**  llie  po^itiotia  at  Wang-fu  Ling  (E  5)  and  Che- ton  Ling 
will  be  occupied  on  the  26th,  and  rocoimiujasanoe  matlc  in  the 
direction  of  Haidang-chai. 

**  On  the  27th,  if  the  situation  permita,  the  position  at  Hai- 
latsg-chai  will  be  attacked,*' 

In  the  orders  ii^ued  on  the  evening  of  the  2^thj  the  divt* 
atonal  staff  believed  that  the  nmin  Russian  line  of  defence 
extended  only  eaut wards  a^  far  as  the  col  at  H&i-ku-ling, 

Tlie  diris^ion  was  ordered  to  attack  as  follows  t — 

(1)  The  right  (t)hara)  Brigade — 30th  Regiment  and 
39th  Reserve  Hegiinent,  one  battery  mountjiin  aiiillery 
(total,  fiv*i  twittalious,  mm  battery),  will  advance  by  the  road 
Yang-tai'jcri-shan-Hsi-ku-ling,and  will  attack  the  jKisitions 
ea^t  of  the  road  Kao-kuan-iai — Kao-tai  Ling, 

(2)  Left  wing  (Ishibafthi)  Brigade— 4th  an<I  29th  Regi* 
meuta  (six  battalions)  and  No.  3  Mountain  BatU*ry 
will  attack  the  positions  went  of  the  Kao-kuan'Sal— Kao- 
tai  Ling  road.  (One  Imttjilit^n  of  thiH  brigade  maroheJ 
between  the  two  columns  in  order  to  keep  connection,) 

(3)  The  three  field  batteries  will  corno  into  action  near 
Ewan.  (Ewan  is  merely  a  farmhouse  near  the  roml  in 
the  valley.) 
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(4)  The   divisional  reserve  (29th    Reserve    Begiment 
and  one  mountain  battery)  will  be  near  Hnarling. 

(5)  The  cavalry  will  cover  the  right  flank. 

6th  Feb.  The  right  column  (Ohara)  advanced  at  dawn  on  the  26th* 
and  drove  back  the  enemy  from  the  line  Bfai-ku-ling — Pei*ta  Lmg» 
and  arrived  on  the  heights  east  of  Hsi-ku-ling  about  8  p.m. 
Then  a  blinding  snowstorm  commenced  and  obliged  Ohara  to 
stop  the  advance.  During  the  evening  the  enemy's  position  in 
front  was  reconnoitred,  and  found  to  be  very  strong. 

The  left  column  (Ishibashi)  took  the  heights  east  of  Wan- 
fu  Ling  at  7.30  a.m.,  and  came  under  fire  from  ten  Russian 
guns.  The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  reconnoitring  the 
position  in  fix)nt  as  far  as  the  snowstorm  permitted. 

The  ll./2nd  Artillery  were  in  position  by  dawn  on  the  26th. 
Nos.  5  and  6  Batteries  came  into  action  east  of  Ewan  and 
No.  4  south-east  of  the  same  place. 

No.  4  opened  fire  at  8  a.m.  against  some  Russian  infantry 
Wsible  on  the  skyline  east  of  £ao-tai  Ling  at  a  range  of 
6,000  yards. 

At  8.20  a.m.  the  same  battery  fired  at  two  mountain  guns 
whose  flashes  could  be  seen  about  1,000  yards  east  of  Kao-tai 
Ling. 

At  8.30  a.m.  a  Russian  fleld  battery  (eight  guns)  opened 
an  indirect  fire  from  a  concealed  position  in  the  direction  of 
Kao-tai  Ling. 

At  this  time  heavy  artillery  flre  could  be  heard  in  the 
direction  of  12th  and  Guard  Divisions. 

The  Japanese  batteries  did  their  best  to  flnd  the  Russian 
field  battery,  and  fired  towards  the  sound,  noting  the  direction 
of  the  enemy's  shells.  The  Russian  battery,  however,  continually 
changed  its  position  behind  the  long  continuous  line  of  defence, 
and  kept  up  an  .efiective  fire  daily  till  the  8th  March  without 
its  whereabouts  being  discovered  by  the  Japanese  gunners. 

The  two  batteries  east  of  Ewan  also  fired  on  the  Russian 
trenches  east  €md  west  of  the  Eao-tai  Ling  road,  but  the 
trenches  were  very  well  made,  and  the  fire  appeared  to  have 
little  eflect     At  2  p.m.  the  snow  put  a  stop  to  the  firing. 

On  the  26th  the  Ta-lu  Army  occupied  the  line  San-lung- 
yu — Wu  lung-kou. 

The  Russians  were  reported  to  be  considerably  reinforcing 
their  left  in  front  of  the  Ya-lu  Army  and  the  2nd  Division. 

The  orders  for  the  27th  February  were  the  same  as  for  the 
26th,  namely^  to  attack  Kao-tai  Ling. 

rth  Feb.  General  Ohara  placed  the  39th  Reserve  Regiment  on  the 
right,  and  the  30th  Regiment  on  the  left,  and  intended  to  attack 
the  Russian  position  across  the  vaUey  by  a  turning  movement 
from  the  east  with  the  39th  Reserve  Regiment  under  the 
protection  of  the  mountain  battery  south-east  of  Hsi-ku-ling.* 

*  See  square  £  5  of  Map  61. 
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About  9  am.,  when  the  S9th  Beserre  Regiment  began  the 
movement,  some  Hus^ianB  appeared  on  the  beiglits  east  of  the 
Tomd  fnnu  Pbi-tn  Ling  in  the  north. 

Now,  thasci  heights  are  auioti{(  the  Iirghest  and  steepest  in 

►  ilifltrtct^  and  extremely  difficult  to  attack.  It  wa^,  therefore^ 
iry  to  change  the  direction  of  the  attack  of  the  39th, 
und  in  the  Kttmvtiun  in  which  the  troops  now  found  themselviss 
it  was  impossible  to  do  bOp 

The  advance  warn  stopped,  and  a  poHion  of  the  39th  Reserve 
Ropment  wm  deployed  against  the  heights  to  the  eastj  from 
which  the  Russians  now  opened  fire. 

Mt^an while  information  arrived  that  two  Kui^sian  battalions 
and  A  battery  had  anived  at  Hsiao-pn*  A  little  later  two  and 
a  half  more  Kuj^ian  bfiitalion»  reached  the  same  pla<ia 

By  I  pjri,,  tl]t*refnre,  there  wero  four  and  a  half  battalions 
and  one  buttery  at  Ibiuo-pu,  and  it  hx>ked  wi  if  they  meant  to 
attaek.  General  Ohara  evHidentlj  timught  so^  and  ordered  the 
brigade  to  take  up  a  defensive  position. 

One  battalion  of  the  29tli  Reserve  Regiment  from  the 
divisional  reser^^e  was  sent  to  reinforce  the  brigade. 

The  Russian  position  looked  very  strong  and  well  entrenched, 
BO  tlte  attack  was  given  up  f**r  that  day- 

The  Uusj^ian  artillery  at  Hsiao-pu  opened  fir©  at  2  p;m. 
with  two  or  three  gumi,  and  about  4  p.m.  the  Russian  artillery 
oommeneod  firing  from  a  cnncoaled  position  somewhere  near 
Bedoubt  2'i.*  Later  it  changed  it*i  position  further  west,  using 
indireia  i\vt^-,  m  that  ita  positions  were  never  discovi^red. 

This  went  on  till  dark,  the  situation  remaining  unchanged^ 

The  left-  column  (Ishiba^hi)  commenced  the  attack  on  the 
RusHian  position  north  of  Wang*fu  Ling  at  4  a.m. 

t)ii  the  afit*rnuon  of  the  previous  day  the  lat  ancl  3nl 
Bnttalii^UH  4th  Regiment  knew  that  they  wimld  have  to  attiick 
the  Kussian  redoubt  north  of  the  pass  next  day,  and  sent  out 
rrconnoitring  partiea. 

The  fHlting  emow  was  very  favourable  for  reconnaiKance 
work,  II nd  the  patmis  managed  to  get  within  a  fovv  hundred 
yaixlH  oT  the  Russian  position.  They  reported  that  the  Rua'^iauB 
had  constructed  obstacles,  diiefly  wire  enttinglementa,  in  frtvnt 
ol  their  pofiition ;  so  during  the  evening  of  the  2Gth  parties 
were  organ! sied  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  these  obstacles. 
Volunteers  from  Iwjth  battalions  were  called  for»  and  thirty  men 
from  eacii  were  chosen.  Of  the  1st  Battalion  all  thirty  carrit^fl 
hand^grenadea,  and  of  the  3rd  Battalion  twelve  carried  hand- 
grenades  and  the  remaining  eighteen  wire-cutters.  The  officer 
who  had  l^ecn  with  the  reconnoitring  partiea  during  the  day, 
wa«^ut  in  connnand. 

The  night  of  the  26th — ^7th  was  the  coldest  during  the 
battle,  the  tliermometer  registering  8**  below  isero  Fahrenbeit, 
tlie  maximum  temperature  by  day  being  23**  Fahr, 

*  3  milo«  aorl}&^»a&t  of  Hthku-Ung. 
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The  raountain,  on  the  crest  of  which  the  redoubt  had  been 
constructed,  rises  somewhat  abruptly  north  of  the  pan,  the 
crest  being  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  valley. 

From  there  a  ridge  extends  north-east  to  Redoubt  17,  a 
work  which  is  about  one  hundred  feet  lower  than  the  one  north 
of  the  pass. 

It  was  intended  to  capture  the  latter  before  daybreak,  and 
then  to  wheel  the  left  of  the  brigade  eastwards  along  the  valley 
under  cover  of  darkness,  in  order  to  attack  the  position  west  of 
the  pass  at  Eao-tai  Ling. 

At  4  a.m.  the  1st  and  3rd  Battalions  4th  Regiment,  three 
companies  in  each,  commenced  to  advance. 

The  Srd  Battalion,  on  the  right,  moved  up  a  long  narrow 
ridge,  which  extended  for  about^  eleven  hundred  yards  from  the 
valley  to  the  crest. 

One  section  of  No.  10  Company  led  the  way  along  the  ridge 
in  files,  followed  at  a  distance  of  100  yards  by  another  section 
in  similar  formation. 

The  officer  commanding  the  battalion  kept  the  third  section 
of  the  10th  Company,  with  the  9th  Company,  in  reserve. 

The  1st  Battalion  had  to  attack  from  the  saddle  at  the  pass, 
and  could  only  use  one  ridge.  The  commanding  officer  ordered 
the  volunteers  with  the  wire-cutters  and  hand-grenades  to  go  in 
front,  and  followed  himself  with  the  other  companies. 

The  snow  which  had  fallen  on  the  previous  day  made  the 
slopes  very  slippery,  so  much  so  that  it  took  one  and  a  half 
hours  hard  climbing  in  the  dark  to  ascend  the  ridges. 

At  5.50  a.m.  the  9th  Company  was  fired  upon  by  some 
Russians  in  a  trench,  whereupon  one  section  attacked  and  drove 
the  Russians  back. 

Soon  afterwards  the  10th  Company  reached  other  trenches 
lying  further  to  the  west,  but  the  Russians  had  already  with- 
drawn to  the  main  redoubt. 

Now  the  Russians  opened  fire  from  the  redoubt,  and  the 
Japanese  had  to  deploy  along  the  slopes. 

The  12th  Company  had  also  received  orders  to  'attack  the 
redoubt,  but  had  gone  astray  in  the  darkness,  and  now  found 
itself  separated  from  the  rest  in  front  of  Redoubt  17,  and  came 
under  a  hot  fire  at  about  400  yards  range. 

The  officer  commanding  the  company  now  realized  his 
mistake,  but  decided  to  stay  where  he  was  aod  contain  the 
enemy  rather  than  allow  them  to  fire  at  the  rest  of  the  force. 

The  wire-cutters  were  now  sent  forward,  followed  by  the 
grenadiers,  who  lit  their  bombs  with  cigai'ettes,  and  threw  them 
into  the  Russian  trenches. 

At  about  6  a.m.,  when  it  was  still  dark,  the  rest  of  the 
Japanese  infantry,  who  had  been  awaiting  the  destruction  of 
the  obstacles,  moved  nearer.  No.  1  Company  on  the  left  got 
among  a  lot  of  large  rocks  but  could  not  see  to  fire,  so  the  officer 
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omiimanding  deployed  No.  3  Compnny  dose  tip  to  th©  trench 
from  whc»nc€  it  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  the  redoubt. 

At  6.30  a.m.  the  Japanese  infantry  wer©  within  fifty  yards 
of  the  RuKHian  trenches,  and  very  hot  firing  took  place. 

A  little  lat^r  Rumian  batteriett  opened  fire  fi^ni  the  directions 
of  Kjio  Ud  Ling  and  Che-tou  Ling* 

At  7  a,m.  tbe  Japanese  nionntain  battery  south  of  the  phm 
eIao  opeu(*d  fire,  hut  its  ghrapoel  burst  right  in  ami*ng  the 
Ini  Company,  which  had  in  consequence  to  withdnvw  agEin 
finder  cover  of  the  roeka 

Later,  how  eve  r»  the  lottery's  fire  was  more  accurate,  and 
floppprted  the  infantry  attack  to  a  considerable  extent 

Soon  after  7  a.in.  the  cutting  of  the  wire  entanglements  had 
bcvn  compleieth  the  volunteer  party  liaving  lost  fifty  per  cent 
at  its  number. 

The  companjes  now  made  their  way  through  the  gajjs  in 
the  wire,  and  about  7.45  a-m,  lay  down  to  get  their  brt^ath 
cloi«  to  the  foot  of  the  Rus^^ian  parapets.  The  defenders  then 
burled  bombs  and  stoneB  among  them,  and  a  bayonet  fight 
eosoed. 

At  8  am*  the  Japanese  assaulted  the  redoubt.  First  one 
ftuettoti  of  the  9th  Company,  then  the  remainder,  and  at 
8J5  a,m*  the  whole  redoubt  and  neighbouring  trenches  wei*© 
in  po6S68sion  of  the  Japanoea 

Of  the  l»t  Battalion,  only  one  company  asaaultcd,  while  the 
othi*r  two  fired - 

The  six  com  pan  leg  lost  about  200«  of  which  the  Srd  Battalion 
had  2  officers  killed  and  3  wounded,  20  men  killed  and  104 
we^iiiided. 

Tlie  Rnsaians  left  alxnit  100  corpseM,  and  (15  prisoners  were 
taken,  ^rheotlicer  commandirkg  I. /4th  Regiment  said  that  it  was 
the  hottest  afFair  the  regiment  had  been  in  since  **  131/'  at  the 
battle  of  Liao-yang,  on  the  2nd  September. 

AfU^r  captiiritig  this  redoubt,  onlers  were  iasaed  to  proceed 
and  attack  the  Rusaian  mairi  position  to  the  north*we«jt. 

The  Russian  artillery  and  imichine  guns  commenced  firing 
in  every  direction  into  tlie  valley,  and  it  was  soon  seen  that 
tlie  dangler  scone  which  it  had  been  intended  to  have  crobtseil  in 
the  dwrk  was  now  impossible, 

Major-General  Ishibashi  therefore  decided  to  attack  Re- 
doubts 17  and  18  by  night,  and  proposed  doing  so  to  the 
commander  of  the  division,  who*  however,  ordered  him  to  wait» 
as  the  1 2th  Division  had  not  yet  come  np,  as  expected,  on  the 
left. 

The  ilay  was  therefore  npent  in  recunnai^^mce, 

Fortnnritrly.  the  dead  IxMly  uf  a  Rii^sj^ian  officer  had  Ijeen 
fouiub  with  a  plun  ehowing  all  the  redoubts  and  their  ntimbera. 

Before  daybreak  Nos,  5  atid  6  Batteries  advanced  nome 
1,500  yards  tip  the  valley.  No.  4  Battery  remaJning  in  tbe 
poeitioti  south-east  of  Kwan. 
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At  7.20  a.m.  Nos.  5  and  6  opened  fire  on  the  Rossdan  infantry 
east  and  west  of  Kao-tai  Ling  at  about  4,100  yards. 

Two  Russian  mountain  guns  appeared  north  of  Wang-fu 
Ling  and  two  more  east  of  Kao-tai  Ling,  which,  together  with 
the  eight  field  guns  mentioned  before,  opened  a  &kiriy  accurate 
fire  on  the  Japanese  batteries,  causing,  however,  only  16 
casualties. 

During  the  morning  several  companies  of  Russian  infantry 
could  be  seen  occasionally  advancing  from  their  trenches  as  if 
to  counter-attack,  but  they  did  not  cotne  on. 

During  the  27th  February  the  right  wing  of  the  Ya-lu  Army 
advanced  to  Ku-chia-tzu  (F  4),  but  the  left  wing  was  unable  to 
get  on,  and  remained  in  the  same  position  as  on  the  26tL 

This  was  another  reason  why  the  commander  of  the  division 
ordered  Major-General  Ishibashi  not  to  make  a  night  attack. 
The  loss  would  have  been  too  great,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  little 
importance  whether  the  position  in  question  was  taken  next 
day  or  the  day  after. 

There  was  the  sound  of  heavy  artillery  firing  all  day  in 
front  of  the  Ya-lu  Army. 

thFeb.  On  the   28th   February,  therefore,  the  Ishibashi  Brigade 

restricted  itself  to  reconnoitring  the  enemy's  position,  and  the 
Ohara  Brigade  on  the  right  waited  in  position,  expecting  a 
Russian  attack,  which,  however,  never  came  off. 

Up  till  now  it  had  been  thought  that  the  left  of  the  Russian 
main  defences  was  at  Kao-tai  Ling,  but  the  day's  reconnaissance 
showed  that  it  extended  through  Hsiao-pu  to  Ma-chun-tan 
(E/F  5). 

The  mountainous  and  difficult  nature  of  the  country 
certainly  was  all  in  favour  of  the  defence. 

The  field  artillery  occupied  at  dawn  much  the  same  position 
as  on  the  previous  day. 

No.  6  Battery  changed  from  the  left  of  the  road  north  of 
Ewan  to  a  spur  east  of  it. 

During  the  day  the  field  artillery  and  the  mountain  battery 
south-east  of  Wang-fu  Ling  fired  a  few  rounds  at  Redoubts  17 
and  18. 

The  temperature  on  the  night  of  the  27th/28th  was  V  below 
zero  Fahrenheit,  and  the  maximum  during  the  day  registered 
85°  Fahrenheit. 

The  right  column  of  the  Ya-lu  Army  advanced  a  little  to  a 
position  south  of  Ti-ta  (F  4),  and  the  left  reached  Chiu-ping- 
tai  (F  5). 

bSEar,  The  cavalry  closed  up   a  little   to  the  right  column,  still 

covering  its  right.  Major-General  Ohara  remained  in  the  same 
position  awaiting  attack^  but  beyond  making  a  few  demonstra- 
tions the  Russians  did  nothing. 

The  left  column  (Ishibashi)  commenced  the  attack  on 
Redoubts  17  and  18  before  dawn. 
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Two  bttitaliotis  4tti  Regiment  (Kawauchi)  and  one  company 
:»f  engineera  attiicked  Redoubt  17,  while  the  11, /20th  Re^ierv© 
^  |tment  (Kani)  and  two  companies  29th  Kegiment  attacked 
loubt  18, 

%*he  attack  waa  supported  by  the  three  field  batteries  in  the 
[Talley  netir  Ewaa  an* I  by  the  mountain  batt*!ty  south-east  of 
WaDg-fu  Ling. 

Plate  !•  was  taken  from  amnp  shown  to  me  by  astafl'  officer, 
I  mud  allows  clearly  the  relative  positionB  of  the  redoubts  west  of 
[  tbii  road  over  Kao-tai  Ling. 

By  dawn  the  men  of  the  4th  B^gicoent  had  got  to  within 
200-300  yardM  of  Redoubt  17,  and  those  of  the  29th  Reserve 
lUtgitnent  a  little  farther  than  this  from  Redoubt  18. 

At  7  a.tn^  No.  5  Battery  opened  &m  on  the  Russians  in  and 
[near  Redoubt   17  with   high-explosive  and   common   »hell,  at. 
4,500  yards  range. 

At  7*10  a,m,  Nop  4  Battery,  south-east  of  Ewan,  searched 
for  tli«  Russian  field  guns  at  extreme  ranges  of  6,000  yards  and 
upwards. 

At  7.30  a*m.  all  the  field  batteries  changed  on  to  the  point 
of  attack  at  Redoubt  17^  the  range  from  Ko.  4»  the  furthest  off, 
being  S.IOO  yards. 

Mean  win  le  the  infantry  attacking  Redoubt  17  appeared  close 
up  to  the  works,  but  unable  to  get  on.  Volunteers  were  called 
for  from  among  the  company  of  engineers  to  go  forward  and 
cut  the  wire  en  tan  gl  em  en  U.  The  whole  couipany  stepped 
foiiifard.  but  only  50  men  were  chosenj  and  these  advanced 
'tmder  a  2nd  Lieutenant,  whom  I  afterwards  met  He  said  that 
Ilia  men  rushed  up  to  the  entanglements  under  an  awful  fire 
from  TiBf^H  and  bund -grenades. 

The  men  lay  on  their  bocks  pretending  to  be  killed  or 
wounded,  and  thus  worked  their  way  up  to  the  wire,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  cutting  it  Of  the  50  who  started  28  were  killed  or 
wunnded. 

The  finit  line  of  the  4th  Regiment  then  rotie  up  and  nishcil 
forward  with  the  bayonet*  The  Russians  and  Japanese  could 
he  seen  struggling  on  the  parapet  The  artillery  kept  on  firing 
near  the  redoubt,  imd  by  S.50  a.m.  the  works  were  captured. 

A  8hort  time  later,  about  9  a.m.,  the  Kiini  Regiment  aasanlted 
and  captured  Redoubt  IS^  the  artillery  firing  at  it  up  to  the 
moment  when  the  Japanese  infantry  entered  the  trenches. 

Then  suddenly  tlie  Russian  aitillery  opened  fire  into  their 
loet  positions.  The  Japimese  guns  tried  to  re^oiif!,  and  tlms 
ths  artillei^'  duel  continued,  with  much  noise  bnt  little  loss 
auH^  Japanese  gnimerSp  and  probably  none  on  the  side  of 

thv  iiSr  whose  gUDS  were  cleverly  hidden  aa  nsuaL 

The  artillery  fire  throughout  the  morning  seemed  to  be  both 
aocnrate  and  etieoiive. 


^  Not  reproduced.    The  redouhU  bav9  Nen  inserted  on  Vap  81. 
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The  range  to  No.  18  was  about  3,800  yards,  and  direct  fire 
was  used. 

I  was  told  afterwards  by  an  infantry  officer  of  the  divisional 
stafi*  that  the  capture  of  this  position  was  largely  due  to  the 
good  co-operation  of  the  artillery  with  the  infantry — ^praise 
not  often  bestowed  on  the  Japanese  artillery. 

The  same  day  the  Ya-lu  Army  attacked  the  Ma-chun-tan 
position,  but  the  Russians  defended  it  with  great  obstinacy,  and 
the  Japanese  made  no  progress  in  this  direction. 

I  Xar.  On  the  2nd  the  Ohara  Brigade  still  remained  in  the  same 

position,* 

The  29th  Regiment  (Shimada)  had  orders  to  attack  the 
Rassian  position  east  of  the  road  at  Eao-tai  Ling,  namely. 
Redoubts  23,  20,  and  21. 

In  order  to  support  the  attack,  No&  5  and  6  Field  Batteries 
changed  their  positions  to  behind  a  spur  west  of  Ewan  and 
north-east  of  Wang-fu  Ling. 

These  batteries  opened  fire  at  daybreak  on  the  Russian 
trenches,  assisted  by  No.  4,  which  still  remained  south-east  of 
Ewan  in  its  former  position. 

The  latter  was  "  slated  "  by  the  Russian  field  battery  north 
of  the  pass  for  two  hours  unceasingly,  but  the  ganners  had 
good  cover,  and  their  casualties  only  amounted  to  9. 

These  three  batteries  fired  3,400  rounds  during  the  day,  the 
greatest  number  fired  on  any  one  day  during  the  battle. 

The  mountain  battery  also  supported  the  attack. 

The  position  to  be  attacked  was  indeed  a  strong  one. 
Looking  at  it  from  the  valley  near  Ewan^  a  continuous  ridge 
ran  eastwards  from  where  the  road  crossed  the  pass  of  Kao-tai 
Ling,  surmounted  by  several  peaks.  The  Russian  trenches  were 
placed  some  little  distance  down  the  slopes,  and  were  all  of 
the  excellent  pattern  they  have  now  learned  to  make,  i.e.,  deep 
and  narrow.  Above  all  the  other  peaks,  the  one  crowned  by 
Redoubt  21  stood  out  against  the  sky. 

Before  dawn  on  the  2nd  the  29th  Regiment,  less  two  com- 
panies which  were  with  the  Kani  Detachment  in  the  right 
column,  assembled  1,500  yards  north  of  Ewan. 

The  regiment  took  with  them  six  or  seven  machine  guns, 
which  were  to  do  excellent  service  during  the  day. 

At  dawn  the  attack  commenced  (temperature  about  zero 
Fahrenheit). 

By  9.30  a.m.  the  five  companies  on  the  right  assaulted  and 
captured  Redoubt  23,  but  No.  20  was  £Eur  more  formidable,  and 
the  other  five  companies  attacking  it  made  little  progresa 

Colonel  Shimada,  commanding  the  regiment,  was  killed,  and 
Major  Tanakadate,  took  conmiand.  The  latter  gallantly  climbed 
the  hill  in  front  of  his  men  under  an  intense  fire.     Only  one 


*  £f«0  square  B  5  of  Map  6L 
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^fifficcLr  and  a  few  men  kept  up  with  him,  aod  beiDg  so  few,  ho 
etMiId  aot  t«ke  it^  and  the  whole  party  were  killed. 

Throughout  the  day  occasional  atiort  udvanctia  were  made. 
The  machme  gtms  proved  especially  u^ful  in  making  the 
RwfwiaiM  keep  their  beads  l^elow  the  |>arapetB. 

Wbeiiev^er  the  machine  gun  tii*e  was  turned  oo  to  any  par- 
ticular  point  the  Buseians  did  oot  dare  expose  their  heads,  and 
gftT@  the  Japanese  infantry  a  chance  of  advancing  a  few  yards. 

The  Russian  machine  gun»  also  fired  a  great  deal,  and 
■  CUitted  many  caaualties  among  the  Japanes^p 

Finally^  about  6  p-m.  the  redoubt  was  captured,  and  then 
the  whole  regimeiit  prepared  to  advance  against  No.  21. 

Tile  latter^  however,  looked  too  torinidable,  and  aa  it  ivaa 
now  late,  nothing  further  was  done  that  day. 

I  asked  8ome  of  the  officers  of  the  29th  Regiment  whether 
the  noiite  of  the  Riiasian  machine  guns  was  very  disconcerting 
when  near*  They  said  that  when  attacking  within  a  thousand 
jrudi  of  the  enemy *ti  position  the  noi^c  of  these  guns  is 
drowned  by  the  general  nproar  of  gun  and  infantry  fire,  of 
bot^ting  »brapnel  and  high*explosive  ahelh 

The  only  feeling  any  of  them  experienced  at  the  time,  they 
told  tne^  was  an  intense  excit^^ment  and  a  supreme  desire  to  get 
041  as  fast  m  po^iuble — *'  One  sets  one's  teetli  and  never  thinka 
of  the  danger." 

Of  the  men  of  the  ten  companies  of  the  29th  Begimf!nt 
which  t*jok  part  in  this  day'e  assault,  two-thirds  M^ere  killed  and 
wottuded,  including  the  colonel  and  one  battalion  commander 
kiUi»L 

The  Ya«lu  Army  remained  nt  the  same  place,  unable  to 
advaneet 

On  the  3rd  March  an  attack  was  made  before  dawn  by  the  3rd  Mar. 
troops  already  in  r  -n  of  Eedonbts  20  and  ^3,  hnt  the 

demy's  position,  u  .         ;^  Redoubt  ^1,  was  »o  strong  that  a 
direct  assault  was  considered  futile. 

l*he  line  remained  within  two  hundred  to  six  hundred  yards 
from  the  Russian  trenchea  up  to  tlie  7th  Mareb,  during  which 
time  frequent  attacks  and  couDter*attacks  were  made,  chivtiy 
dnritig  the  night  tiuie* 

The  condition  of  tlie  troops  in  the  firing  line  during  this 
time  vfm  terrible.  Not  only  had  their  leases  been  severe,  but 
utiiln  wi!n$  at  fimt  mixed  up  anyhow  along  a  narrow  front, 
Tbtt  average  tempei-atnre  at  night  was  about  7^  or  B*^  Fahrenhoitj 
and  below  sero  on  the  night  of  the  t)th. 

In  the  daytime  the  maximum  varied  betwera  28'^  and 
12^  Fahrenheit 

The  Japanese  casualties  during  three  dayn  amounted  to 
about  3,000,  and  it  m  a  fiict  that  the  frozen  dead  were  used 
a«  cover. 
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During  the  night  of  the  2nd/Srd,  No.  6  Battery  adyanoed 
a  little  to  the  north-west,  No.  5  remaining  about  two  thousand 
yards  north  of  Ewan  on  the  left  of  the  road. 

At  7.10  a.m.  No.  6  opened  fire  with  shrapnel  at  3»000  yards 
range.  Five  minutes  later  No.  4  opened,  and  at  7.35  a.m. 
No.  6  also  commenced  firing.  All  concentrated  their  fire  on  the 
Russian  trenches  in  front  of  the  20th  Regiment. 

At  9.10  a.m.  No.  4  began  again  to  search  for  the  Rossian 
field  battery,  which  was  using  indirect  fire  from  behind  the 
position. 

At  11  a.m.  the  Russian  fire  became  very  hot,  especially 
against  No.  6  Battery,  which  was  effectually  silenced  throughout 
the  day. 

The  Russian  artillery  fire  was  so  effective  that  it  was 
impossible  to  move  in  the  valley,  and  all  communication  was 
cut  ofi^  between  the  batteries  and  the  ammunition  wagons  in 
rear.  The  infantry  reserves  coming  up  had  to  avoid  this  shell- 
swept  zone  altogether. 

It  was  an  interesting  example  of  the  moral  effect  of 
accurate  artillery  fire  from  a  concealed  position  on  batteries 
whose  positions  are  known. 

On  the  evening  of  the  3rd  March  the  Commander  of  the  2nd 
Division,  on  receipt  of  orders  from  Army  Head-Quarters, 
changed  his  plan  of  attack. 

The  Ohara  Brigade  was  despatched  eastwards;  and  ordered 
to  fight  its  way  cJong  the  valley  from  Yang-tai-jen-shan 
to  Meng-chia-pu-tzu  and  Tung-ku-ling-tzu,  the  object  being  to 
try  to  turn  the  fiank  of  the  Russians  opposing  the  Ta-lu  Army 
at  Ma-chun-tan. 

The  11th  Reserve  Regiment  joined  the  2nd  Division  from 
the  12th  this  day,  and  was  sent  to  Major-General  Ohara. 
ililKar.  At  10  a.m.   on  the  4th   the   Ohara  Brigade  assembled  at 

Yang-tai-jen-shan  for  the  move  towards  Ma-chun-tan  (E/F  5). 

The  general  had  received  orders  to  leave  the  39th  Keserve 
Regiment  between  Hsi-ku-ling  and  Pei-ta  Ling  (the  position  in 
which  the  brigade  had  been  since  the  evening  of  the  26th  Feb- 
ruary), and  taking  with  him  the  30th  Regiment,  the  newly 
arrived  11th  Reserve  Regiment,  and  two  mountain  batteries,  to 
attack  Tung-ku-ling-tzu. 

Under  cover,  therefore,  of  the  39th  Regiment,  Ohara  with- 
drew with  his  forces,  and  assembled  them  £ls  above. 

On  the  4th  the  Ishibashi  Brigade  did  not  move. 

No.  6  Battery,  which  had  received  such  a  *'  hammering  "  the 
day  before,  changed  its  position  before  dawn  to  behind  a  spur 
a  little  north  of  where  No  4  had  been  up  to  now,  and  the  latter 
advanced  to  a  new  position  north-east  of  Ewan,  and  later 
moved  one  section  (2  guns)  down  to  where  No.  5  had  taken  up 
a  new  position  in  the  valley. 

The  above  details  are  merely  interesting  in  showing  how 
the  Japanese  field  batteries  were  obliged  to  shift  their  positions 
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nigbt,  in  order  to  try  and  avoid  the  fire  of  tlieir  well 
bidden  adversary,  the  Knaaian  6eld  battery  hehiod  the  ridge 
al  Kao-iai  Ling. 

Neither  the  Ya4a  Army  on  the  right  nor  the  12tli  Division 
OQ  the  left  made  any  progresa  during  the  day.  Thus  the  whole 
right  of  the  First  Army  appeared  lo  lie  reduced  to  a  standstill 

At  ti  p.m.  on  the  5th,  Geaeral  Ohara  deployed  his  brigade,  ^tli 
with  the  aoth  Eegiment  on  the  right  and  the  11th  R^rve 
Hr^inietit  on  the  left.     The  two  mountain  batteries  came  into 
acUoo  jiorth*eaei  of  Ueng-ehia-pu^tssn,  and  opened  fire  on  the 
Riumaii  position  in  fronts 

The  kuaaians  i>ecnpied  the  cross  line  of  Um  ridge  on  each 
skie  of  the  col  at  Tung-ku-ling-tzu,  but  were  not  numerous. 

Tti  the  west  towards  Pei-ta  Ling  the  enemy  appeai'ed  to  be 
in  greater  force. 

Oeneral    Ohara    eent   one   battalion   of  the   11th   Beserve 

Bc^giim*nt  north* west  of  Meng-chia-pu-tzu  to  contain  the  enemy 

in  that  direction,  and  order^  the  rest  of  the  force  to  attack. 

The  BOth  Regiment  (2|  battalions)  reached  a  point  on  the 

ftt  of  the  ridgi*  al>out  eleven    hundred   yards  east   of   thft 

driving  tho  Rudsians  before  them.     They  then  giadually 

irorked  their  way  along  the  riiige  towards  Tung-ku-ling-txu, 
pushing  some  companit^  towards^  the  north,  the  Russians  alowly 
^acuatiog  tlie  ]iositiori. 
About  3  p.uL  a  battalion  of  the  11th  Reserve  Regiment 
advanced  from  Meng-chia-pu-tzu  towards  the  heights  west  of 
jiTung-ka-ling-tjsu,  where  the  RussianB  had  ma^le  a  small 
lonbt  The  <ire  of  two  machine  guns  was  directed  against 
Itliiji  redoubt,  and  the  infantry  manogod  to  get  within  threo 
liQfidrvd  or  four  hundred  yards  of  it*  They  did  not  push  on, 
hofreTBrj  as  it  wan  aeen  that  the  30th  Regiment  were  rapidly 
prcigres^ting,  and  tliat  aa  aoon  as  the  latter  should  arrive  at  the 
eol  the  RussianB  would  be  bound  to  evacuate  the  redoubt 

The  RuB9ian  artillery  opened  fire  with  two  guns  from  some- 
where north  of  the  pass^  and  with  four  guns  horn  a  concealed 
position  north-west 

Thb  fire,  however,  did  little  damage,  no  casualties  at  all 
oocuning  in  the  mountain  battery. 

At  6  p.m.,  when  tho  SOth  Regiment  reached  the  col,  they 
thre^ianQd  the  line  of  retreat  of  the  RussiauH  in  front  of  the 
lltih  Reaerve  Re^ment,  and,  as  had  been  anticipated,  the 
dihiideni  of  the  redoubt  retired, 

Tben  the  whole  Japatte^  line  extended  along  the  crest  line 
of  the  ridge,  and  fired  at  the  retiring  Riiasians, 

The  latter  (284th  Regimeot)  took  up  another  line  of  defence 
mtms  two  thousand  yanin  further  north,  on  the  road  ajid  the 
hiigbta  on  either  side  of  it. 

The  mttiation  on  the  left  rem&inml  unchanged. 
In  the  morning  tJhara  continued  his  forwani  moir^nient  the 
asiatyi  retiring  gradually  along  tlie  valley,  and  tttili»i^  avec^ 
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The  mountain  battery  moved  up  to  the  pass  Tung-ku  ling 
but  the  morning  was  foggy,  and  it  could  see  nothing  to  fire 
at  till  midday. 

Russian  guns,  the  positions  of  which  were  never  discovered, 
fired  in  every  direction,  but  without  result. 

During  the  day  the  brigade  was  only  able  to  advance  about 
three  thousand  three  hundred  yards. 

No  progress  was  made  by  the  troops  on  the  right  or  left  of 
the  2nd  Division  during  the  day. 

'thMar.  On   the   7th    March    Ohara   continued   his   advance,   with 

about  three   battalions    in    the    front    line   and  two   in   the 
second. 

The  Russians  continued  to  retire  gradually  as  on  the 
previous  day,  but  stopped  near  the  village  of  Ta-fang-tzu, 
where  it  appeared  they  received  reinforcements ;  at  the  same 
time  a  large  number  of  Russians  appeared  on  the  heights  near 
San-chia-tzu,  and  sixteen  guns  opened  fire  from  that  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Ohara  was  obliged  to  stop,  as  the  ground  to  the  north  was 
very  diflBcult  and  the  enemy  numeroua  However,  either  his 
presence  there  had  the  desired  eflfect,  or  the  Russians  in  front 
of  the  Ya-lu  Army  had  already  received  orders  to  retreat,  for 
the  left  wing  of  that  army,  after  having  been  "  held  up  "  since 
the  27th  February,  managed  to  advance  a  little  this  day. 

This  forward  movement  of  the  Ya-lu  Army's  left  also  had 
the  effect  of  supporting  the  Ohara  Brigade,  and  relieved  it  from 
a  very  dangerous  situation. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  from  the  left  of  the 
2nd  Division  a  Russian  column  was  seen  retiring  through 
Hai-lang-chai  (E  5  N.w.).  Later  the  enemy  was  also  seen  to 
evacuate  the  redoubt  west  of  No.  17,  and  fires  broke  out 
all  along  the  valley,  the  Russians  having  set  fire  to  their 
storea 

The  commander  of  the  division  ordered  Major-Qeneral 
Isbibashi  to  send  out  patrols  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's 
position.  The  patrols  were  sent  out  at  dusk,  but  they  were 
absent  a  long  time,  and  before  their  reports  arrived  it  was 
evident  the  Russians  were  retreating.  A  huge  fire  broke  out 
at  Hai-lang-chai,  and  for  the  first  time  for  many  nights  the 
Russians  made  no  sorties  from  the  trenches  in  front  of 
Ishibashi.  Up  till  now  the  Russians  had  often  made  as  many 
as  three  or  four  attacks  during  one  night 

News  also  arrived  from  the  12th  Division  Head-Quarters  at 
Pien-niu-lu-pu  (D  5  east)  that  a  body  of  Russians  was  retreating 
in  disorder  from  Chang-kou  (west of  Sung-shu-chu-tzu)  towards 
Eang-ta-jen-shan  (due  north  of  Pien-niu-lu-pu). 

About  midnight  news  arrived  from  Army  Head-Quarters  to 
say  that  the  Guard  Division  had  occupied  a  position  across  the 
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Hue  of  rttreat  of  the  Ruasiaim,  and  at  the  same  time  ordenng 
Ihe  2nd  Division  to  ptii-sue* 

loiter  the  patroU  mported  that  the  enemy's  poeition  in  front 
had  hmn  Dvneuatcd. 

Fii-^t  Army  Orders  for  the  Persuit 

Hm-kou  (D  5  south),  12.S0  a;m>,  8th  March. 

(1)  The  enemy  in  front  of  the  First  Army  is  retroatiug. 

(2)  The  Army  will  pur^ae  Uie  enemy  vigorously. 
Giieh   diviiiiion  will   commence  the  pursuit  immediately^ 

mn : — 

Snd  Diviaion  by  HaUlang-eliai  {E  5  N*w.) — Hs]ng-Iung*tieii 
(E  4),  went  of  FuHihun, 

12th  Dtviflion  by  Pai-fihen-ehai  (D  5  east) — ^^Sew-fang^tai 
(Di'E4)p  west  of  I[aing-hing-tien. 

Ouard  Divii*ioa  will  guard  the  left  flank  of  the  Army  by 
Wa&g-Ahil\-Jarig«kou  ( D  4  south). 

(4)  Tlie  Umezawa  Brigade  and  the  5th  Res«r\'e  Brigade 
(Hie  11th  Regiment)  will  fullow  in  reserve,  and  will  runde2EVOu» 
at  IHi^ia^iun  (D  S  ea»t).  The  ICth  Kej^nment  (2nd  DimmQu) 
mod  one  reserve  battalion,  attiichcil  to  i\w  Ouard  Division,  will 
be  untit^r  the  orders  of  Major^Ueneral  Umeacawti. 

(5)  I  ihnll  be  at  Hua-^kou  until  further  orders. 

(Signed)        KuaoKi, 

The  First  Army  iaaued  ordera  for  a  vigorous  purBuit,  dated  Sth  IftaTf 
Huft-kou  (D  5  ftouth),  1130  ajt».  the  8th  March,  in  which  the 
2nd  Division  was  ai^igued  the  direction  llai*lang-chai— Haing- 
lung-tien. 

At  3  aitK  on  the  Sth  diviBional  orders  wore  issued,  but  tlie 
trooptii  were  late  in  starting  owing  to  the  difficulties  uf  sorting 
thcm^lves  in  the  dark. 

It  was  1  l,aO  ain.  Ijefore  the  main  body  of  the  division  began 
to  cro«8  the  piim  at  Kao*tai  Ling. 

During  the  night  the  field  artillery  changed  its  poflition. 
One  battery  and  four  guns  cume  into  action  north  and  ^nth 
of  tbe  roait  from  Ewan  to  Waug-fu  Ling,  and  two  guns 
were  posted  m  as  to  lire  down  into  the  valley  ^>uth  of 
Hai-lafig-chai* 

At  dawn  no  enemy  could  be  ^een  from  the  peak  north  of 
Waug-fu  Ling,  and  at  8,[J0a,m.  the  three  field  and  one  mountain 
battery  were  ordered  to  Ewan, 

The  division  ailvanced  in  three  columns  : — 
lUght  :— 

Miijor-General  Ohara,  30th  Regiment,  11  tU  Reserve  Regi- 
nieut,    ffmr    s(|uadn:^ns,    two    mountain    lialteries,    one 
company  engineers,  half  bearer  company. 
IHrectiou^ — Yin-shu*pu — SUih-fu-chang   (E  4)  —  Fa-ahun 
(E  4  north). 
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Centre : — 

Colonel    Eani,    29th    Reserve    Regiment    No.    6    Field 

Battery. 
Direction— From     Tung-ku-ling-tzu — Yang-chou-yen-tro 
(E  4  south) — ^Ta-kuan-tun. 

Left:— 

The  Divisional  Head-Quarters,  the  Ishibashi  Brigade  (4th 
and  29th  R^ments),  39th  Reserve  Regiment,  Nos.  4 
and  6  batteries  of  field  artillery,  one  mountain  battery, 
two  companies  of  engineers,  and  half  bearer  ecxnpany. 

Direction — From  Eao-tai  Ling  through  Che-tou  Lmg  and 
Hai-lang-chai  to  Haing-lung-tien  (E  4  west). 

The  Ya-lu  Army  also  began  to  pursue  on  the  8th,  with  its 
left  moving  in  the  direction  of  Fu-shim. 

The  right  column  of  the  2nd  Division  (Ohara)  spent  the 
night  of  the  8th/9th  near  YinH9hu-pu  (E  5  north),  and  without 
again  meeting  the  enemy,  reached  the  Hun  Ho  near  Tarkuan-tnn 
(E  4)  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9tL 

Then,  as  some  Russian  infantry  were  visible  on  the  heights 
north-east  of  Wan-pu-chieh,  the  mountain  batteries  came  into 
action,  and  opened  fire  on  them  across  the  river. 

The  centre  column  (Eani^  after  one  day's  march  was  obliged 
to  send  its  field  battery  by  the  road  over  which  the  left  column 
was  advancing,  the  state  of  its  own  road  being  too  difficult 
for  guns. 

The  column  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  at  the  Hun 
Ho,  close  to  Chang-liu-tzu,  a  mile  south-west  of  Ta-kuan-tun 
(E  4  centre).  During  the  afternoon  a  detachment  opened  fire 
against  a  column  of  Russians  retiring  in  front  of  the  left 
column.  On  arrival  at  Chang-liu-tzu,  it  was  rejoined  by  the  field 
battery.  The  latter  had  been  fired  upon  by  a  body  of  Russians 
near  the  river,  when  making  its  way  across  country,  but  the 
infantry  escort  (one  company)  deployed  and  drove  the  Russians 
away.* 

The  left  column  (Ishibashi)  : — 

The  two  field  batteries  with  this  colunm  also  had  great 
difficulty  in  getting  along,  especially  in  passing  over  the  col 
just  north  of  Hai-lang-chai  (E  6  N.W.),  where  a  battalion  of 
infantry  and  a  company  of  engineers  had  to  assist  in  dragging 
the  guns  up  by  hand. 

During  the  night  of  the  8th/9th  tlie  column  was  reinf(»ced 
by  the  16th  Regiment  (Taniyaima),  which  hitherto  had  been 
in  the  reserve  of  the  Army,  and  had  operated  with  the  Guard 
Division  in  their  attack  across  the  Sha  Ho. 

That  night  the  troops  bivouacked  along  the  road  in  the 
villages,  and  had  no  encounter  with  the  enemy. 

*  This  is  the  only  ixistaiioe  doidDg  the  whole  war,  tbst  I  have  heard 
of,  when  an  escort  was  aotnally  called  npon  to  protect  gnns.— B.  V. 
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At  ILSO  a.in.  on  the  9th  the  (X>lumn  reached  Hei-shui-t35ii.* 
ibaut  thlB  time  a  column  cotitd  be  seen  passmg  along  a  parallel 
"  ttmd  U>  the  left  towards  the  river,  but  it  wm  not  known  whether 
H  ocm^f^t^  of  Ruflsian?!  or  Japanese. 

Il  lieemed  most  probable  that  they  were  Russians,  and  gome 
tn  fan  try  wore  Kent  out  to  reconnDitre. 

The}"  prove^I,  however,  to  be  part  of  the  12th  Division 
pursuing  the  Russians, 

A  little  later,  al>out  noon,  on  reaching  Chin-tai-tsu-iJiui, 
arrivi^d  that  a  RusstiU)  transport  column  was  retiring 
Ffcrwmtds  Fu-^hun  along  the  road  to  Mukden,  on  the  north  bunk 
of  Ibe  Hun  Ho, 

Tho  two  field  batterieit  got  orders  to  fire  on  them,  and  came 
into  lotion  neiir  Chin-tai-t^u-fihui,  opening  tire  at  ranges  between 
5.000  and  6,000  yanls.  Just  about  then,  however,  a  terrific 
dust  storm  comioenced,  and  put  a  stop  to  the  firing,  as  it  wa^^ 
imj^oKstble  to  nee  more  than  a  hundred  yarda 

At  4.30  p.m.  the  division  advanced  eastwarde  along  the 
T«  PiaotuM  (E  4  centre) — Hsiao  Piao-tunf  road,  aiid  halted  for 
the  night  in  thoHe  villages,  about  11  p.m. 

The  commander  of  II /2nd  Field  Artillery  with  the  12th 
Divmon  told  ma  that  on  the  occasion  of  the  return  of  the 
Russian  transport  e4:)lumn  toward  Fu-shun  bis  battdrtee  ware 
with  the  Shinmmura  Brigade,  and  thinking  that  there  was  no 
\n  front,  they  came  into  action  on  the  shandy  bank  of  the 
J  i  to  cover  tha  croftsiug  of  tlie  infantry  near  Ssu-fang-tai, 

but  owing  to  the  dust  saw  nothing  to  fire  at. 

Later  a  long  eolumn  of  Ruaaian  transport  was  indistinctly 

1  moving  along  the  north  bank  of  the  river  within  2,000  yards 

The  batteries,  not  knowing  wltat  the  Rn««ian  force  might  be, 

I  oarvous  at  being  so  near,  no  before  firing  a  shot  tlirt^w  tip 
eover  behinrl  nome  willows.  Having  made  those  prepartitions, 
all  three  liatterieH  opemxl  fire  simultaneously.  The  Russians 
w«r©  surprised,  and  fell  into  disorder,  the  majority  retr^ting 
heek  along  the  river  bank  towards  Fu-shun. 

A  Russian  mountain  battery  opened  fire  from  their  left 
front,  but  could  ntjt  find  the  Japanese  gun  positions.  They 
firoil,  however,  on  the  4th  Regiment  close  by^  and  the  hatt^^ries 
emaed  firing  io  as  not  to  draw  the  Russian  fire  on  their  own 
infantry.  The  latter,  however,  had  only  two  killed  and  six 
WMinded* 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  the  Divisional  Head-Quarters  at 
Tk  PiACHtnii  received  the  following  information  : — 

*T       i :    ifd  and  12th  Divisiona  have  crossed  the  Hun  Ho. 

i  ri  has  lK*en  occupied  by  the  Ya-lu  Army4 

*  A  Tillage  imt  ionth  of  Obin-tai-Ua*^al  (B  4)* 
t  Juni  eail  df  Ta  Ptoo-tnu. 

I  Th«  ndTmnced  ^imrd  of  the  Yadu  Army  had  aetnallT  eatered 
tli9  tewii«  bat  finding    the    EaBtiaii  force  very  fttTQSg  ia  fronts  bftd 
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The  right  column  2nd  Division  (Ohara)  has  oocnpied  the 

bridge  at  Fu-shun. 
The  leading  battalion  of   the   16th   Regiment  (divisional 

advanced  guard)  is  in  possession  of  the  bridge  south  of 

Wan-pu-chieh,  and  the  rest  of  the  regiment  has  arrived 

at  Hsiao  Hsin-tun,  near  Hsin-tuD. 
The  left  column  (Ishibashi)  has  arrived  at  Ta  Piao-tun. 

Also,  about  one  battalion  of  the  enemy  was  reported  to 
be  in  the  hills  north  of  the  river  near  Wan-pu-diieh,  but 
there  was  no  enemy  in  the  village  itself.  The  mountain 
batteries  of  the  right  column  fired  at  this  battalion  during  the 
evening. 

Orders  also  came  from  Army  Head-Quarters  for  the 
2nd  Division  to  advance  next  day  by  the  Fu-shun — Ma-niu- 
tai-pu  road. 

An  officer  of  the  divisional  staff  told  me  later  that,  as  a 
result  of  these  various  reports,  it  was  thought  that  there  was 
only  a  weak  Russian  rear  guard  in  front,  which  would  be  easily 
driven  back  next  day,  if  it  had  not  already  withdrawn  during 
the  night.  Orders  were  therefore  issued,  not  for  an  attack,  but 
for  the  march  as  follows : — 

*'  The  Ohara  Brigade  will  be  the  advanced  guard  of  the 

division,  €md  after  crossing  the  bridge  south  of  Fu-shun 

will  proceed    through  the  town  along  the  road  through 

Ma-niu-tai-pu. 

"  The  Kani   Detachment  will  follow  the  Ohara  Brigade 

through  Fu-shun,  and  will   await  the  arrival  of  the  main 

body  of  the  division  at  Ma-niu-tai-pu. 

"  The  Divisional  Head-Quarters  and  left  column  will  cross 

the  river  by  the  bridge  at  Wan-pu-cbieh,  and  then  march 

thi-ough  the  hills  to  Ma-niu-tai-pu. 

"  During  the  first  part  of  the  march  the  16th  Regiment 

will  form  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Division." 

How  mistaken  the  Japanese  were  in  their  estimate  of  the 
situation  will  be  seen  from  the  following  account  of  the  battle 
which  took  place  next  day : — 

Kh  Mar.  The  valley  of  the  Hun  Ho*  is  a  wide,  open,  sandy  plain, 

lined  by  partially-wooded  rocky  hills  up  to  four  hundred  feet 
in  height  on  the  north  side,  which  in  places  end  abruptly  in 
cliffs  at  the  river's  edge. 

On  the  south  side  the  valley,  as  far  as  the  branch  railway 
line  from  Mukden,  consisted  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  bare, 
open,  stubble  fields  with  here  and  there  a  village  and  a  few 
trees. 

The  river  at  the  bridge  of  Wan-pu-chieh  is  a  shallow  stream, 
then  frozen,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  width,  and 
there  is  another  branch  between  it  and  the  village  fifty  yards 
wide.     The  bed  of  the  river   resembles  very  much  those  of 

*  See  Maps  62  and  63. 
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Nortbera  India — ^bare  expanses  of  sand,  with  a  few  odd  cIumpB 
at  willowB  and  osiers* 

FU'sbuD  is  a  wallad  city  about  mx  hundred  yards  square , 
itanding  in  the  middle  of  a  cultivated  plain,  and  completely 
ccnnmandod  from  the  heights  on  tliree  sides  of  it.  The  wall, 
which  is  of  the  ordinary  Chinese  pattern,  has  a  causeway  an<I 
iminpet  on  the  t<Dp,  and  is  about  twenty  feet  high*  The  city  is 
Mtered  by  gateways  in  the  centre  of  the  north  and  south  walk. 

Wan-pu-ehieh  is  a  large  village  of  |>erhap8  tifty  or  sixty 
bonder,  gurronn*led  by  several  clumps  of  trc^e^* 

The  Ra^aians  had  made  a  very  strong  line  of  defence  works 
ftU  alon^  the  heights  north  of  the  riven  Excellent  roads 
ooQinected  the  different  i^ectioiis  of  the  defence,  well  graded 
with  imcnetise  labour  in  the  frozen  soil-  The  trenches  were,  on 
tho  wboley  very  well  placed^  and  not  at  all  conspicuous  from  the 
froni 


Section  of  a  Russiun  Tr^ncK 


The  gun  emplacements  were  also  made  with  splinterproof 
detachment  pita 

In  some  phu^es  the  hills  are  ronnrled  with  steep  ravines, 
caused  by  the  heavy  rains,  the  hills  being  connected  by  narrow 

Thp  position  absolutely  connoanda  the  flat  country  south  of 
tht*  river,  and  is  on  ti»e  whole  an  ideal  ponition  for  defence. 

I'he  Russians  had  infantry  trenches  on  alt  the  salient  ptjints 
between  Hsingdung-tien  and  Fu*shun. 

At  4.30  a.uL  i>n  the  lOth  the  division  betgan  to  move.  The 
Di%i«ioual  Hen*  1 -Quarters  and  foreign  attat*ht%,  with  the  main 
body  of  the  Ishibashi  Brigade,  advanced  slowly  eastwardn  along 
the  Ta  Piao-tun— Yu*lin*pu  niad  towards  the  bridge  south  ui 
Wan-pu-chieh*  At  4.45  iliu-  some  infantiy  fire  could  be  heard 
in  the  diret  ti<in  of  the  bridge. 

It  npp»mrB  that  some  RuBsiao  infantry  were  in  pOKition 
near  the  bridge  and  ope!led  fire  on  the  advanced  party  of  the 
I6tli  Regiment.  It  wn8  a  chm  of  mutual  surprise,  and  the 
Rutisians  fell  hack  at  once  ttrwards  the  village  of  Wan-pu-chieh, 

Afs  day  wiis  breaking  some  mounted  men  could  ^>e  men  on 
thtt  skyline  of  the  hills  north  of  the  river,  und  as  thi'^e  hillB  had 
l>**en  reported  clear  of  the  enemy  the  evening  before  the  foi^ign 
yttach^s  thought  that  they  were  Japanese  jjatrola 

Suddenly  an  onlerly  galloped  up  to  head-quarters  and 
reported  that  about  a  bn^ade  rjf  Russian  infantry  WWB  in 
front,  tn  occupation  of  the  bills  near  Wan-pu-chioh. 
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Rifle  fire  now  became  hotfcer,  and  it  was  evidently  a  case  of 
surprise.  Major-Gen  eral  Ishibashi  took  hold  of  the  nearest 
battalion  of  the  29th  Regiment,  and  deployed  it  along  the  river 
bed.  No.  6  Field  Battery  was  ordered  up  at  once  at  a  trot^  and 
brought  into  action  along  the  road  under  cover  of  some  osiers, 
but  did  not  open  fire,  as  it  was  still  too  dark,  and  a  mist  hung 
over  the  river. 

The  two  mountain  batteries  of  the  right  column  also  took 
up  a  position  east  of  the  bridge. 

About  7  a.m.,  when  the  mist  cleared  a  little,  some  Japanese 
infantry  of  the  1 6th  Regiment  could  be  seen  near  Wan-pu-chieh, 
but  the  village  was  so  commanded  from  the  heights  on  either 
side  that  the  infantry  had  to  retire  and  seek  shelter  in  the  dead 
ground  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  near  the  river  bank. 

Russians  could  now  be  plainly  seen  all  along  the  heights 
between  Wan-pu-chieh  and  Fu-shun,  and  it  was  evident  that 
reinforcements  had  arrived  during  the  night,  or  else  the 
Japanese  reconnaissance  of  the  day  before  had  been  entirely 
misleading. 

The  whole  of  the  16th  Regiment  was  now  across  the  river, 
and  Colonel  Taniyama  having  received  orders  the  night  before 
to  occupy  Wan-pu-chieh,  made  the  leading  battalion  fix  bayonets 
and  rush  the  village.  The  other  two  battalions  then  came  up  in 
support,  and  a  fierce  exchange  of  infantry  fire  took  place 
between  the  Japanese  in  the  village  and  the  Russians  on  a 
little  rocky  hill  to  the  east. 

Colonel  Taniyama  sent  two  companies  to  occupy  this  height, 
which  they  succeeded  in  doing.  It  was  not  yet  broad  day. 
One  of  these  companies  remained  on  the  rocky  knoll  and  the 
other  returned  to  Wan-pu-chieh. 

Patrols  were  also  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  heights  north 
and  west  of  the  village,  who  discovered,  as  the  day  cleared, 
Russians  on  all  sides. 

The  Japanese  could  not  advance  beyond  the  village,  so 
Colonel  Taniyama  informed  the  commander  of  the  division  of 
the  situation,  and  saying  that  if  he  received  no  further  orders  he 
intended  to  wait  at  Wan-pu-chieh  till  dark,  and  make  a  night 
attack. 

At  midday  he  received  information  from  the  Divisional 
Head-Quarters  that  the  29th  Regiment  was  to  attack  on  his  left. 

Meanwhile  the  general  and  staff -were  in  the  open  some 
five  hundred  yards  west  of  the  bridge,  and  the  attaches  were 
sheltering  themselves  behind  some  Chinese  graves  near  the 
same  place.  At  7.30  a.m.  the  mountain  batteries  east  of  the 
bridge  opened  fire,  followed  by  the  field  battery  at  8  a.m.  No  4 
Field  Battery  also  came  into  action  west  of  Ta  Piao  tun.  All 
directed  their  fire  on  the  Russian  infantry  north  of  Hsia-fang- 
shen  and  west  of  Wan-pu-chieh. 

About  the  same  time,  at  least  three  Russian  batteries  opened 
fire  from  among  the  hills  north  of  Fu-shun  and  two  guns  from 
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a  coDca&]ed  iKmiiioii  north  of  Hsib-fatig-ahen.  Several  of  the 
Rttssmn  uli^Ib  burst  close  up  to  th^  battery  and  all  round  the 
rii visional  staff,  but  the  gimiiei*s  had  ha*!  time  to  throw  up  rough 
eDlronelimantA  on  the  side  of  the  sunken  roadi  and  were  well 
hidden  by  the  OBiers,  so  suffered  no  damage. 

This  firing  went  on  all  the  maming,  and  Just  beforo  the 
»ttiek  of  the  29th  Regiment^  to  be  described  later,  all  the 
bAtteriee  concentrated  thoir  fire  on  the  point  of  attack. 

At  fi  a.m.  on  the  10th  the  Ohara  Brigade  also  began  to 
inave,  with    the  30th    Beginicnt  (Kawasaki)    in    the  advanced 

At  7.20  a,ni.  the  main  body  of  the  advanced  guard  arrived 
at  the  bridge  itouth  of  Fu^shun,* 

A  small  piirty  of  the  advanced  gunrd   had  already  reached 

gate  of  the  town,  and  sent  back  word  to  say  that  the  heights 
north  of  the  town  were  occupied  by  a  large  force  of  Russians. 

At  7*45  aau.  Colonel  Kawasaki  reported  to  the  general  that 
there  wero  at  least  tliree  battalions  of  Russian  infantry  north 
of  Fu^hun  and  some  artillery,  the  positions  of  which  was  not 
yet  known. 

Just  about  this  time  the  oflScer  commanding  the  advanced 
piard  received  an  important  despatch  in  the  shape  of  a  note 
from  a  Chiiiese  official  in  the  town,  saying  that  the  Russiana 
had  left  it  hurriedly  and  intended  to  reti-eat. 

A  mountain  battery  came  Into  action  about  one  thousand 
yards  south  of  the  town,  and  opened  fire  against  the  heigh ta 

The  30th  Regiment  then  entered  the  town.  'ITie  3rd 
Battalion  ciimo  under  a  cross  fire  from  three  directions,  and 
a  hot  interchange  of  fire  took  place  between  the  north  wall  and 
the  Russians  entn:^nched  round  the  monument  a  few  hundred 
yards  away. 

At  first  Colonel  Kawasaki  thought  of  sanding  one  battalion 
rocmd  by  the  left  of  the  town  to  a^^H^iuIt  the  monument  hUl,  but 
saw  that  it  would  have  been  enfiladed  by  machine  gun  and 
iaf&ntry  fire  from  the  left,  m  sent  all  three  battalions  into  the 
town  instead,  aa  it  was  equally  impOBsible  to  move  round  by 
the  right. 

At  8.20  aaii*  another  mountain  battery  arrived  and  both 
batteries  were  ordered  to  concentrate  a  rapid  fire  on  the 
monument 

At  8.40  a.m.  two  Russian  mountain  guns  opened  fire  from 
the  north-west,  using  indirect  fire  from  some  undiscovered 
position. 

At  8*45  a,m.  the  position  of  the  Japanese  on  the  wall  waa  as 
foQaws:— 

Two  companies  on  the  right  (east)  of  the  gate,  one  company 
on  the  west,  two  machine  guns  on  each  side^  and  another  on  the 
wastdm  wallp  firing  in  that  directloii* 
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At  9.50  a.m.  one  mountain  battery  was  firing  at  the  tower 
and  the  other  in  the  direction  of  the  Kussian  guns  (now  four) 
north-west. 

By  this  time  the  30th  Regiment  had  had  about  100 
casualties. 

At  10.15  a.m.  the  Russians  near  the  tower  were  reinforced 
by  a  company  and  a  machine  gun.  Two  other  machine  guns 
were  also  firing  from  the  north-west. 

The  enemy  concentrated  all  his  fire  on  the  Japanese  machine 
guns,  but  the  parapet  of  the  wall  afforded  great  protection  and 
little  loss  was  incurred. 

The  ranges  between  the  Japanese  machine  guns  on  the  wall 
and  those  of  the  Bussians  to  the  north-west  were  1,900  and 
2,700  yards. 

About  10  a.m.  the  fight  became  hottest,  and  about  11  a.m.  it 
slackened  offl 

£arly  in  the  afternoon  the  Russians  began  to  retreat,  and  by 
4.20  p.m.  their  numbers  had  considerably  decreased. 

Ajs  soon  as  it  was  seen  that  the  Japanese  troops  had 
established  themselves  north  of  Wan-pu-chieh,  the  heidbits  north 
of  Fu-shun  were  attacked,  and  taken  without  much  difficulty. 

During  the  morning  the  two  squadrons  of  the  2nd  Divisional 
Cavalry  Regiment,  which  had  certainly  not  distinguished  them- 
selves in  reconnaissance  work  the  day  before,  had  considerable 
losses  from  artillery  fire.  They  suddenly  emerged  from  some 
trees  near  the  river  south-south-east  of  Fu-shun,  as  if  making 
for  the  shelter  of  the  southern  wall.  A  few  scouts  who  were 
riding  in  front  were  hit,  and  then  the  main  body,  instead  of 
making  a  dash  for  the  wall  and  safety,  hesitated  in  the  open, 
and  then  moved  to  the  right,  where  the  mountain  battery  horses 
were  sheltered  in  a  dip  or  the  ground.  Meanwhile  the  Russian 
guns  opened  a  rapid  fire  on  them,  killing  or  wounding  many 
men,  and  about  two  hundred  horses.  They  followed  them  with 
their  fire  to  the  dip  where  the  battery  ponies  were,  and  killed  or 
wounded  80. 

It  has  been  seldom  during  the  war  that  artillery  has  had 
such  a  chanc& 

The  Kani  Detachment  arrived  at  8  a.m.  near  the  Fu-shun 
bridge,  but  by  now  the  ice  had  been  broken  by  the  fire  of  the 
Russian  artillery  and  machine  guns,  so  the  detachment  took 
cover  in  a  cutting,  and  No.  5  Field  Battery  came  into  action, 
near  the  river  bank. 

At  10.20  a.m.  this  battery  opened  against  the  only  four 
Russian  guns  visible,  and  claims  to  have  silenced  them. 

Later  the  battery  came  under  heavy  cross  fire  from  Russian 
guns  on  the  right  and  left  front,  and  was  obliged  to  cease  firing 
and  build  up  cover  with  sandbags.* 


*  The  Japanese  field  batteries  all  carry  four  to  six  sandbags  on  each 
of  the  axletree  seats.— B.  Y. 
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With  the  e^ccepiion  of  the  above-mentioned  four  guns,  the 
\fmi  of  the  RuBsian  aHilJery  was  in\HsihIe. 

At  2l15  p,m*  all  the  Unsman  guns  were  silent  except  those 
north  of  the  tower. 

At  4,30  pjn,  the  battery  fired  at  one  or  two  Rua^ian  cam- 
(lanies  which  were  seen  retiring  north  of  Wan-pu-chieh,  and 
dfove  them  off  in  disorder. 

At  4.50  pHL  a  report  came  that  a  large  Russian  column  was 
retiring  past  Ma-niu'tai*pu,  and  the  liattery  fired  in  its  direction 
at  ranges  between  6,000  and  7,0o0  yards. 
'        The  ea^altieB  in  the  battery  during  the  day  were  only  9, 

About  I  pjti.  some  two  hundred  Ruissians^  under  two 
officers,  advanced  across  the  saddle  tc^wards  the  roclcy  point 
M8l  of  Wan-pUH:ihieh,  which  was  held  by  a  company  of  the 
16t'    '^        ,enL 

lipany  apparently  did  not  see  their  approach,  owing 

^possibly  to  the  rocks  and  ncrub.     Colonel  Taniyaraa,  however, 

eaw  the   whole  thing  trom   the  village,  and  aent  an   orderly 

to    warn    the    company,  and    then   two  more   companies    aa 

reiiJ^  '  nts, 

^  ^Hsians  came  on  with  great  deterniination  and  quick- 
nes,  and  aizoceeded  in  puAhing  back  the  left  flank  of  the 
coinp^iy  before  the  other  two  companies  arrived.  They  were 
then  ilrivcn  Ijacki  leaving  130  dead,  including  two  officers,  on 
the  fieJd. 

The  rest  of  the  16th  Regiment  had  suffered  severely;  the 
colonel  litnmelf  wilh  wounded,  and  they  were  still  unable  to 
advancy  frutn  Wan-|JU*chieh,  in  fact,  were  in  much  the  &ame 
poeition  as  the  3Dth  Regiment  in  Fu-ahun, 

The  4th  Regiment  wan  south  of  the  bridgn  at  Wan-pu-chieh, 
unaible  to  QnmH  on  account  of  tho  Rusaian  artillery  io  th«*  north* 
cai^ip  which  concentnited  it**  fire  on  the  bridge*  The3i>th  Kc4*itvc 
I  Regiment  (Honda)  wa^  also  south  of  the  river. 

The  companiei*  of  tho  29th  Regiment  (Toyoda),  all  of  which 
except  one  ha*!  croaaed  the  britlge,  were  under  the  circuiiistHTites 
tlie  only  trtx^p;^  available  to  sent  I  against  ilio  Ru^ian  pomtiou, 
and  thereby  relievo  the  pressure  on  the  rest  of  the  Japanc^^e 
lini*.  They  therefore  received  orders  to  attack  the  heights  wcbt 
of  Wan-pu-chieh,* 

Tin*  regiment  had  got  acrois  before  the  Russian  ariillt^ry 
opened  on  the  bridge,  hut  one  company  was  mixed  up  vi  ith  the 
Ixiggage,  &€..  tiouth  of  the  river,  and  hiui  to  remain  there  with 
the  4th  Regiment, 

llie  other  eleven  companies  moved  west  down  the  river 
hankp  and  11  le  colonel  went  forwanl  alone  t**  reconiioitre.  On 
arrival  at  the  firiit  position  shown  on  the  map  he  came  under 
fire  from  the  Russian  infantry  on  the  heigh ta  ;  at  that  time  he 
could  aea  that  the  ICth  Regiment  were  in  difficuItieH  in  the 
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village,  and  though  no  orders  had  yet  reached  him,  he  made  up 
his  mind  to  attack  at  once. 

The  officer  commanding  Ist  Battalion  suggested  that  the 
right  wing  was  in  a  bad  way,  and  that  it  wonld  be  better  to 
await  further  information,  but  the  colonel  only  thought  if  the 
rest  were  in  difficulties  it  was  all  the  more  reason  to  attack. 

In  front  lay  about  1,800  yards  of  bare  sand,  the  width  of 
the  island  being  about  1,300  yards.  The  Russians  had  marked 
out  ranges  in  the  sand,  so  it  was  necessary  to  cross  by  rushes  of 
about  three  hundred  yards. 

The  colonel  now  received  orders  to  attack,  and  called  up 
his  three  battalion  commanders  for  in8truction&  While  they 
were  standing  together,  about  1  p.m.,  several  Russian  volleys 
were  fired  at  them,  but  without  damage. 

The  highest  point  west  of  Wan-pu-chieh  was  fixed  upon  as 
the  centre  of  the  attack.  The  1st  Battalion  took  the  left,  the 
2nd  the  right,  and  the  3rd  followed  in  reserve. 

The  colonel  himself  advanced  straight  for  the  highest  point, 
between  the  2nd  and  3rd. 

Very  little  was  known  of  the  enemy's  position,  especially 
on  the  right  front,  and  many  casualties  occurred  while  crossing 
the  small  river  in  full  view  of  the  Russian  position.  The 
let  Battalion  also  suffered  heavily  from  the  Russian  fire  from 
the  direction  of  Hsia-fang-shen.  The  river  is  about  fifty  yards 
wide,  and  the  ice  was  broken  in  places,  but  bore  fairly  well. 

Meanwhile  the  artillery,  by  order  of  the  commander  of  the 
division,  concentrated  its  fire  on  the  rocky  point  west  of  Wan- 
pu-chieh,  where  some  Russian  machine  guns  were  supposed  to 
be.     The  Japanese  shooting  was  bad. 

After  crossing  the  small  river,  the  Srd  Battalion  in  reserve 
closed  up  to  the  firing  line,  the  men  running  across  the  open 
in  twos  and  threes.  The  whole  line  then  advanced  to  the  road, 
and  suffered  very  heavily  in  doing  so.  Major  Nakamura,  of  the 
1st  Battalion,  being  killed,  and  many  other  officers  killed  and 
wounded. 

The  road,  which  afforded  little  cover,  was  about  three 
hundred  yards  fmm  part  of  the  Russian  trenches,  so  the  losses 
became  terrible. 

The  colonel,  who  remained  south  of  the  little  river,  now  got 
a  message  to  say  that  only  30  men  of  the  2nd  Battalion  remained 
unhurt.  This,  however,  was  an  exaggeration,  though  it  is  a 
fact  that  only  seven  officers  in  the  whole  regiment  still  remained 
untouched. 

The  colonel  now  reported  to  the  commander  of  the  brigade 
that  the  regiment  had  suffered  great  loss,  that  the  Russians  in 
front  were  more  numerous  than  had  been  supposed,  and  begged 
for  reinforcements. 

It  meant  annihilation  to  remain  in  the  road,  so  the  colonel 
ordered  his  men  to  throw  away  everything  except  rifles  and 
ammunition,  and  to  make  a  rush  for  the  foot  of  the  hills.     He 
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not  expect  more   tban   one   battdton   would   be  sent  as 
mnforcemenis,  but  Joeidetl  to  assault  as  aoon  im  it  abouldam^e. 

Thtiee  men  had  lieeii  dcapatehed  with  the  above  report,  and 
during  an  hour,  while  awaiting  an  answer,  be  ordered  prepara* 
tioii  for  a  bayonet  attack  up  the  steep  hill  sides.  Tlicn  about 
3w30  p.m,  a  message  came  from  the  1st  Battalion  that  about 
two  ooinpauies  of  Russians  on  the  left  were  beginning  to  retire 
north-north-east  Tlie  colonel  waited  a  little  Tonger^  and  then 
seraig  that  the  Rufiniana  evidently  meant  to  retire,  he  ordered 
tim  aamult  at  once. 

Just  a.^  hh  men  began  to  climb  tlie  hills,  the  Russians  could 
\m  wen  retreating  in  tbree  directions.  The  heights  were  steep 
and  slippery,  and  the  men  were  tired,  so  that  by  the  time  they 
reaebecl  the  trenches,  the  Russians  had  gone. 

The  enemy  in  front  of  the  ICth  Regiment  were  also  retiring, 
a  portion  of  the  29th  deployed  to  the  right  facing  east,  and 

'  uu  them,  following  them  along  the  heights  for  about  three 
thousand  yarda 

The  colonel  aleo  advanced  for  about  two  thousand  yards 
north  of  the  RiiS3ian  line  of  defence,  and  then  received  an 
atifiw^  to  his  report,  ordering  him  to  occupy  the  Russian 
iroiieheEi,  but  saying  nothing  about  sending  reinforcements  to 
amjKt  him. 

The  Ru^inns  had  set  fire  to  the  houses  on  the  left  of  the 
vaUey,  either  to  clear  tlie  field  of  fire  or  in  order  to  retreat 
tmder  cover  of  the  smoke. 

The  casualties  in  the  29th  Regiment  at  this  fight  were  350. 
Hie  elevea  companies  started,  each  man  carrying  200  to  250 
rounds  of  ammnnition,  but  the  comimnies  were  weak,  the 
regiment  having  lost  1,054,  including  17  officers,  at  Kao-tai 
Lmg. 

It  was  interesting  to  note  that  when  crossing  tin*  1,800 yards 
of  open  sand  the  distances  between  id  en  averaged  two  to  three 
paces. 

The  officer  commanding  3rd  Battalion  told  me  later  that  lie 

always  trained  his  men  to  advance  with  two  to  three  paces 

interval  but  that  the  tendency  is  always  for  the  men  to  herd 

togtjther  arid  close  in.     Any  wiiier  extension  he  thought  made 

PMHumand  t<.M3  difficult. 

This  is  the  opinion  of  many  other  officers  with  whom  I  have 
spoken* 

By  4.30  p*m.  the  Russians  in  front  of  Fu-ahun  were  abo 
rctiringp  luit  in  good  onler,* 

The  39 th  Re,^erve  Regitnent,  wliich  had  been  sitting  all  day 
Kouth  of  the  Uun  Hu,  was  now  ordered  across  on  the  ice,  and 
etitablished  themaelvea  in  the  Russian  trenches. 

The  Ohara  Brigade  also  occupied  the  trenches   north  of 
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Fu-shun,  and  the  remainder  of  the  diyision  spent  the  night  in 
the  valley  between  HRing-lung-tien  and  Fa-shun. 

The  Russian  strength  in  front  of  the  division  daring  the 
day  was  probably  about — 

1  regiment  in  front  of  Ohara. 

2  or  3  battalions  in  front  of  Tauiyama. 
1^  battalions  in  front  of  Toyoda. 

With  regard  to  the  artillery,  it  is  difficult  to  say  how  many 
guns  the  Russians  had.  Probably  there  was  one  field  and  one 
mountain  battery  north  of  Fu-shun,  and  one  field  battery  west 
of  Wan-pu-chieh.  The  field  battery  positions  were  never  dis- 
covered by  the  Japanese. 

In  my  opinion  this  action  of  the  10th  March  was  one  of 
the  most  interesting  in  the  whole  war.  The  Japanese  were 
undoubtedly  surprised,  and  the  Russians,  had  they  been  there 
in  greater  force,  and  ready,  might  have  "  smashed "  the 
2Qd  Division.  As  it  turned  out,  the  splendid  infantry  of  this 
division  cari'ied  the  thing  through  as  usual,  but  at  the  expense 
of  about  2,000  casualties. 

.thXar.  On  the  11th,  the  2nd  Division  left  the  Ma-niu-tai-pu* 
road  to  the  Ya-lu  Army,  and  moved  over  to  the  Lien-tao-wan 
road.  The  Ohara  Brigade  had  therefore  to  march  west,  and  the 
29th  Reserve  Regiment  (Kani)  had  orders  to  advance  on  the  left  of 
the  main  column  by  Fen-shui-ling  (E  3).  The  divisional  advanced 
guard  arrived  about  5  p.m.  at  the  village  of  Pai-kuan-tun,  and 
it  was  then  reported  that  two  Russian  battalions  held  the  pass 
over  the  watershed  between  the  Hun  Ho  and  Fan  Ho,  an  easy 
pass  with  a  rise  of  about  two  hundred  feet  on  either  side.  The 
;iOth  Regiment,  which  was  in  the  advanced  guard,  deployed  for 
attack  at  dusk,  and  a  field  battery  fired  a  few  rouuda  The 
Russians,  however,  retired,  and  the  Divisional  Head-Quarters 
spent  the  night  in  Pai-kuan-tun. 

th  Xar.  The  division  had  intended  to  rest  on  the  12th,  but  it  received 
orders  to  continue  its  march.  The  Ishibashi  Brigade,  one 
mountain  and  one  field  battery,  were  in  front  The  Russians 
occupied  the  low  hills  north  of  Piao-chi-tun,  but  only  in  small 
numbers. 

The  Ishibashi  Brigade  waited  till  dark  with  the  intention  of 
attacking,  but  the  Russians  retired. 

A  Russian  column  was  also  seen  moving  west  down  the 
valley  of  the  Fan  Ho,  and  it  seemed  at  the  time  that  Ishibashi 
lost  a  chance  by  not  attacking  it.  The  2nd  Division  was, 
however,  all  *  alone  in  front  of  this  position,  expecting  the 
12th  Division  to  come  up  on  the  left,  and  the  11th  Division 
Ya-lu  Army  on  the  right,  but  neither  came. 

thMar.  On  the  13th  March  the  division  had  orders  to  reconnoitre 
and  attack  the  Russian  position  on  the  Fan  Ho. 

*  See  squares  E  4  and  E  8,  Map  61. 
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At  7  ft.iiL  the  main  body  started  to  Piao*clii-tun,  where  it 
lied  ;  ofBctin**  pfttmla  were  now  sent  out  to  reconnoitre,  and 
tmm  uf    the*  field  iirtillery   liegan  to  dig  gun  pita   in  the 
plftiiL 

RasRians  could  he  Meen  in  oecupation  of  the  heights  across 
the  river  north  of  Chang-chia-Iou-tzu  (E  2),  and  in  the  valley  of 
Stt-yiktuo,  in  all  perhap«i  tive  or  six  battalions  anil  one  mountain 

The  Fan  Ho  is  a  disappointingly  narrow  and  shallow  river 
oooiiidering  the  width  of  itn  valley^  and  conniited  at  the  time 
of  about  fifty  yards'  width  of  ice,  poasahle  at  any  point 

The  continuons  line  nf  mountaitis  north  of  the  river  made 
an  excellent  defensive  positionp  crossed  on  either  side  of  the 
highlit  {H>Int  north  of  Chang-chia-lou-tzu  by  steep  passes^ 
suitable  for  pack  tmn-^iiort  only. 

Tlic  plain,  which  is  about  two  thousand  yai'ds  wide  in 
frtiHt  of  the  paHH»  tiaiTows  into  a  neck  about  live  hundred 
yard**  in  widtn  jn^t  east  of  ^>u-ja-tun.  The  latter  is  a  small 
village  in  the  centre  of  a  plain  surrounded  on  three  sides  by 
tnountain^.* 

The  commaader  of  the  2nJ  Division  decided  to  attack  the 
Euttiati  [xjeition,  acroas  the  above-mentioned  narrow  gorge,  at 
the  same  time  dcmonHtraiing  on  his  right  against  the  enemy 
near  Chang-chia*lou*t2^. 

To  carry  out  this  plan  it  waa  necessiiry  first  io  drive  the 
RtLwans  across  the  river  valky  from  the  heights  south  of 
Sii-ya-tmu 

Tlie  SOth  tk^giment  waw  ilctfiiled  for  this*  duty*  Mnjor- 
Oflneral  Oham  was  also  ordered  to  capture  the  most  advanced 
Radian  podtions  north  of  the  river  before  dawn  on  the  14tk 
Ax  Uie  ^oiiue  time  the  artillery  was  ordered  to  be  in  position 
before  dawn  ttJ  support  th«  attJick,  and  one  battt}ry  firtnl  a 
few  rounds  from  Piao-chi  tunf  duritig  the  aftornooiu 

Orders  for  the  14th  March  : — 
The  Ishibashi  Brii^ade  was  ordered  to  demonstrate  on  the 

right  (east). 
The  39th  Eeserv^t^   Regiment  (Honda)  was  to  cross  the 

valley  at  Chang -chia-loti-tzu  before  dawn,  and  to  attack 

the  high  momitain  north  of  that  village. 
Tlie  29th  Reserve  Regiment  (Kani)  was  to  act  as  divi^onal 

rcserv*^* 

About  S  p,m*  the  main  bod^  of  the  30th  Regiment  arrived 
at  the  mnnW  village  of  Pao-chm-tun,I  and  Colouel  Kawiisaki, 
taking  with  IiIju  one  company,  climbed  to  point  ♦'A'*  to 
roeonnoitrv?« 

At  H.30  p;m,,  when  he  arrived  on  the  crest-line  of  the  hill, 
about  two  companiea  could  W  seen  towards  the  north  end  of 

*  8m  Man*  U  and  6S.  t  Map  91,  ■qtiura  B  3, 
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ridge  "  B,"  and  about  two  companies  scattered  about  among  the 
low  knolls  at  the  south  extremity.  Russians  could  also  be  seen 
on  the  higher  ridge  "  C."  Altogether  perhaps  1^  battalions  were 
visible. 

The  officer  commanding  L/30th  now  came  up  to  the  colonel 
and  said  that  he  could  drive  all  the  Russians  north  of  the 
river  with  his  battalion  alone,  and  received  permission  to  do  so. 

The  company,  with  the  colonel,  now  came  under  heavy 
shrapnel  fire  from  four  Russian  mountain  guns  near  the  pass. 

The  valley  between  "  A"  and  "  B  "  is  about  one  thousand 
yards  wide,  and  quite  open  with  the  exception  of  one  small 
group  of  house& 

At  5  p.m.  the  battalion  began  to  attack.  No.  1  Company 
met  with  little  opposition,  the  Russians  on  that  part  of  the 
ridge  retiring  by  the  saddle  to  the  mountain  "  C,"  but  they  came 
under  a  heavy  rifle  fire  from  the  Russians  on  the  north  end  of 
"  B,"  and  the  commander  of  the  battalion  was  slightly  wounded. 

At  5.30  p.m.  one  section  took  the  little  pointed  knoll 
"  D." 

The  Russians  on  the  north  end  of  the  ridge  held  out 
stubbornly,  and  did  not .  retire  across  the  vafiey  towards 
Su-ya-tun  until  the  Japanese  turned  two  machine  guns  on  to 
them  from  the  south  end  of  the  ridge. 

The  machine  guns  opened  at  6  p.m.,  and  by  6.50  p.nL  the 
4th  Company  h£Mi  taken  the  high  point  "  C,"  the  Russians 
retiring  across  the  river. 

The  Japanese  only  lost  11  killed  and  wounded. 

Two  Japanese  mountain  guns  also  took  part  in  the  action, 
firing  over  ridge  "A." 

A  field  officer  told  me  that  he  had  expected  a  far  more 
determined  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Russians,  and  was 
quite  prepared  to  incur  heavy  losses  in  carrying  out  his  orders 
to  drive  the  enemy  across  the  river.  One  must  give  the 
commander  of  the  Russian  rear  guard  credit  for  having  disposed 
his  1  i  battalions  in  such  a  way  as  to  have  quite  deceived  the 
Japanese  patrols  as  to  his  true  strength.  He  kept  the  Japanese 
busily  employed  till  dark,  and  withdrew  skilfully  with  little 
loss. 

The  colonel  had  taken  the  precaution  to  back  up  the  attack 
of  the  1st  Battalion  with  two  companies  of  the  2nd  Battalion, 
whose  appearance  near  point  "  D "  excited  the  wrath  of  the 
officer  commanding  the  1st  Battalion,  who  wanted  to  have  the 
field  to  himself.  This  officer,  whom  I  have  often  met,  is  a 
shrewd  soldier  of  the  hard-fighting  type,  who  doubtless  would 
not  hesitate  to  attack  the  whole  Russian  army  with  his  one 
battalion  if  he  had  a  chance. 

That  evening  Colonel  Kawasaki  sent  one  section  to  occupy 
the  high  point  "  C/'  and  posted  two  companies  along  the  heights 
to  goaxd  the  left  flank. 
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At  11  p,in,  the  rtf^ment  received  orders  to  attack  the 
Boaeian  poaiiioti  notlli  of  the  river  before  daybreak. 

Dumg  the  latter  [>art  of  the  night  the  2nd  Battalioti 
(llajor  Sadamatau)  (rjo%  ed  north  down  the  valley  to  the  river, 
and  the  eolonel  weot  to  the  north  extremity  of  **B''  to  recon- 
Boitre^  but  eoold  see  oothiog  in  the  darkness. 

At  5.50  a, III/ the  2nd  Battalion  deployed  across  the  river  at  t%th 
the  narrowe%;t  part  of  the  valley,*  Nos.  5  and  6  Companies 
leaAiiQg,  No*  8  Corapany  about  three  hundred  yar*ls  to  the  right, 
and  No.  7  close  behind  in  reservtj,  Tlie  river  was  easily 
{MUMd^  and  all  the  companies  reached  the  foot  of  the  hiliw 
without  diffieidty  and  began  to  climb  up  the  steep  slopea 

Nu.  8  Company  made  for  the  long  narix)W  spur  on  the  right, 
and  came  under  very  heavy  fire. 

Two  tnachirie  guns  and  two  con i panics  were  posted  among 
llie  nKkn  on  the  north  point  of  *'  B/'  and  the  lat  Battalion  was 
OQ  the  same  ridge  a  little  further  back. 

The  mountain  batteries  came  into  action  as  shown  on  the 
loap^t  and  the  two  nearest  opened  fire  at  dawn  on  the  trenches 
ill  front  of  the  30th  Regiment,  the  other  against  the  pass  in 
fmnt 

The  ridge  occupied  by  the  Russians  north  of  the  valley 
is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  hiijh,  and  very  steep  on 
the  river  side-  It  t<>ok  about  twenty  minutea  for  the  leading 
men  to  reach  a  [H>int  about  tliree*quarterB  of  the  way  up. 

By  6  40  a.nL  the  firat  line  arrived  jur^t  under  tlie  top,  and 
the  Ruaaian»  could  lie  seen  standing  up  on  the  skyline  throwing 
bombe  and  stones,  and  firing  down  on  the  ascending  Jjipanese. 

By  this  time  most  of  the  8th  Company  on  the  right  were 
kon  de  combat,  having  come  under  oblique  fire  from  both  side^ 
m  well  aa  f  rf>ntul 

At  6,50  kun,  two  companies  of  the  IGth  Regiment  appei^^ed 
in  the  valley  on  the  right,  and  commenced  firing,  but  for  some 
tt««t>n  or  other  did  not  advance. 

At  7  ajii.  a  RaK.««ian  company  was  seen  near  Su-ya-tun 
adv&neing  agaiufjt  the  Japanese  lell  flank,  but  the  two  machine 
gutm  wer^  turned  on  to  it,  and  it  withdrew  i^ain  to  the  village. 

All  lids  time  a  heavy  fire  was  going  on  between  the  Ru»3iatt8 
at  Su-ya-tun  and  the  Japaneae  left  flank  on  the  heights 
near  **  C"  • 

The  fight  WBB  now  raging  along  the  crest  of  the  mountain 
in  frrmt — only  about  seventy  men  of  No,  8  Company  w^ere  left, 
Thn  men  of  Nos.  5  and  6  Companiea  were  scattered  along  just 
under  the  crett  tine,  and  looked  as  if  they  were  eliooting,  but 
really  most  of  them  were  dead. 

The  Russians  were  still  standing  up  to  fire,  in  spite  of  the 
$hi«pnel  from  the  Japanese  mountain  artillery,  one  I*attery  of 
which  fifBd  300  roundfl  against  this  portion  of  the  poflitiocu 
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I  was  told  by  a  Japanese  colonel  thai  the  Russians  fired  at 
every  wounded  Japanese  soldier  until  he  was  dead,  and  heaved 
down  stones  on  the  top  of  the  wretched  men  clinging  to  the 
steep  and  slippery  slopes. 

Nos.  11  and  12  Companies  were  now  ordered  up  to  reinfoiee, 
and  at  8.50  a.m.  Colonel  Kawasaki  ordered  the  assault 

What  remained  of  Nos.  6,  6,  and  7,  together  ^with  the  whole 
of  No.  12,  all  the  officers  in  front,  with  drawn  swords,  bugles 
blowing,  dashed  up  towards  the  col,  but  were  met  by  a  fierce 
counter-attack,  in  which  nearly  the  whole  lot  were  kiUed  or 
wounded. 

The  attack  was  regularly  "  wiped  out,"  and  every  Japanese, 
officer  and  man,  seem^  to  have  been  killed.  The  Japanese  bad 
forgotten  to  bring  hand-grenades,  and  suffered  much  from  those 
thrown  by  the  Russians,  as  well  as  from  the  stones  which  were 
showered  down  upon  them. 

llie  officer  commanding  the  12th  Company  and  the  adjutant 
of  the  3rd  Battalion  reached  a  point  three  yards  from  the  top, 
but  were  both  instantly  shot  through  the  head.  A  non-com- 
missioned officer  also  reached  the  crest-line,  but  was  killed. 
Nearly  all  the  Japanese  were  shot  about  the  head  and  neck, 
and,  owing  to  the  clase  range,  bones  were  smashed  to  atoms. 

At  9.10  a.m.  the  9th  and  10th  Companies  advanced  across 
the  valley  from  the  left,  and  fortunately  had  very  few  casualties 
when  crossing  the  open. 

The  1st  Battalion  was  also  sent  round  by  the  right  to  try 
to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  Russians  on  the  ridge. 

This  battalion  had  about  800  yards  of  open  ground  to 
advance  over,  but  the  officer  commanding  ordered  hiu  men  to 
march  as  if  on  parade,  and  not  to  mind  the  shrapnel  and  rifle 
bullets,  telling  them  that  if  it  was  their  fate  to  be  shot,  they 
would  be  shot  whatever  precautions  they  might  take.  By  the 
time  the  battalion  reached  the  foot  of  the  slopes,  however,  the 
Russians  had  already  commenced  to  retire. 

Meanwhile,  at  9.30  a.m..  Colonel  Kawasaki,  with  the  r^- 
mental  flag  and  one  company,  moved  straight  across  the  valley 
from  the  left,  and  came  under  heavy  rifle  fire.  Just  as  they 
reached  the  river  five  or  six  shrapnel  fired  by  the  Russian 
mountain  guns  near  the  pass  burst  near  them.  The  2nd  lieu- 
tenant carrying  tlie  flag,  the  regimental  adjutant,  and  most  of 
the  orderlies  were  shot 

At  10  a.m.  a  sergeant  of  No.  10  Company  reached  the  crest- 
line  alone,  and  saw  about  two  battalions  of  Russians  retiring 
along  the  slopes  on  the  nonbein  side.  He  shouted  to  his  comrades, 
who  now  rushed  up,  and  could  be  seen  standing  on  the  crest-line, 
pouring  what  proved  to  be  an  efl*ective  fire  into  the  retreating 
Russians. 

When  the  colonel  reached  the  crest,  a  regiment  of  Russian 
infantry  could  be  seen  north-west  of  the  position,  and  also 
about  one  battalion  on  the  heights  west  of  Su-ya-tun. 
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H©  paid  little  atteutioo  to  thetD,  however,  thinking  that  if 
they  intended  to  coake  a  night  att^ick  they  would  be  moid 
nreful  not  to  expose  their  position  and  numbers  during 
the  day* 

I  was  alao  told  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  effective  fire 
of  the  mountain  batteries,  which  shelled  the  ridge  a  few  yards 
in  fnmi  of  their  own  men»  it  would  hskve  been  impossible  to 
hate  teken  it^ 

A  few  ahells  iil^  came  from  the  field  batteries  south  of 
Chang-chia-tou-tzu^  but  their  obsenfation  was  faulty. 

The  Russitins  left  200  corpses  and  450  rifles  on  the  positioa, 
aad  many  who  had  been  wounded  during  the  retreat  were 
earned  away  after  dark.  The  colonel  bad  issued  strict  orders 
to  lib  men  not  to  fire  on  the  Russian  wounded. 

Tbe  SOth  Regiment  lost  180  killed  and  420  wounded. 

While  the  30th  Regtmeut  bad  been  engaged  in  this  attack 

Japanese  right  hud  done  little*  The  field  batteries  bom- 
littrded  the  heights  north  of  Chang*chia4ou-tzUj  at  the  foot  of 
which  the  39th  Reaeive  Regiment  had  establiiihed  it^If,  but 
without  being  abU  to  advance  up  the  -^teep  slopes. 

Fearing  a  counter-attack  from  the  north  of  Su-ya-tun,  where 
Kufi&ian  reinforeenientn  could  bo  seen  ai*riv]ng.  Major* General 
Ohars  ordered  the  0th  Regimonl  to  cmss  tlie  valley  and  support 
t]te  SOth  Reginietit  on  the  heights. 

The  two  battalions  which  formed  the  main  body  of  tlie 
Uih  Regiment  doubled  acrnsa  the  valley  in  ruahes  of  about 
one  hundred  yards,  as  hard  as  they  could  go.  As  the  pace  of 
the  men  of  course  varied,  all  formation  was  soon  loit,  and  it 
appeared  like  a  nioh  of  inen  racing  aerosR  the  open. 

The  Russian  field  buttery  north* we»t  of  Su*ya-tim,  which 
hail  given  eo  much  trouble  all  the  morning,  still  fired,  also  the 
tuountain  guns  north  of  the  pass  had  not  yet  retired,  »o  that 
ieveml  shrapnel  burst  over  the  Japanese  in  the  valley* 

AU  the  Russian  fire,  however,  wa*t  indirect,  and  the 
ihn^nel  burst  for  the  most  part  too  high. 

One  officer  on  the  2nd  Division  staff  stated  afterwards  that 
three  or  four  Russian  Bhrapnel  burst  among  a  company  during 
this  rtiah,  and  killed  or  wounded  ahout  one  hundred  men.  The 
officers  conitnatiding  the  SOth  and  16th  Regiments,  however,  do 
Qol  oorroborate  the  itatement.  Only  about  twenty  men  were 
iien  to  drop  in  various  places,  but  the  stretcher  bearers  were 
busy  in  the  valley  ftir  a  hmg  time  afterwards. 

The  Russians  still  stuck  to  their  second  position  north-east 
of  the  paan,  and  aa  their  tiTiops  north  of  Su-ya-tun  looked 
threatening,  Major-General  Obara  halted  his  brigade.  The 
briga^Je  renuiined  in  thitj  position  till  dark,  alwaya  expecting 
an  attack  from  the  north-west  on  their  left 

During  the  night  the  RuBsiiias  retreated  towards  Tieh-ling. 

T  2 
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A  company  of  the  39th  climbed  up  to  the  hi^^ert  point 
during  the  night,  and  found  the  trenches  had  been  evacoiftted. 
At  dawn  they  signalled  to  the  others,  and  the  whole  Busdan 
position  was  soon  occupied. 

A  closer  inspection  of  the  Russian  position  showed  what  a 
splendid  one  it  was  for  a  defensive  action.  For  an  army 
retreating  on  Tieh-ling  it  seemed  to  be  certainly  the  most 
favourable  position  in  which  to  fight  a  prolonged  rear  guard 
action*  Apparently,  however,  it  had  not  struck  the  Russians  in 
this  manner,  as  they  had  only  made  light  entrenchmenta  The 
passes  on  the  east  and  west  side  of  the  high  mountain  north  of 
Chang-chia-lou-tzu  were  well  defended  by  trenches,  and  at  the 
latter  gun  pits  had  been  constructed  but  not  used. 

The  mountain  battery  had  fired  all  day  from  a  position  some 
six  hundred  yards  in  rear,  using  indirect  fire,  a  well  chosen 
position  which  was  never  discovered  by  the  Japanese  artillery. 

Again,  the  possession  of  this  position  meant  the  command 
of  the  line  of  retreat  towards  Tieh-ling  on  either  side  of  it,  and 
was,  therefore,  very  important  to  both  Japanese  and  Russians. 

If  the  12tii  Division  had  come  up  on  the  left,  it  would  have 
been  a  comparatively  simple  matter  to  have  made  the  RnssiaQS 
retire  by  a  turning  movement  from  the  west. 

However,  the  officer  commanding  the  2nd  Divisicm  was 
doubtless  anxious  to  be  first  into  Tieh-ling,  and  did  not  wait 

The  bravery  and  tenacity  displayed  by  the  30th  Raiment 
in  attacking  and  capturing  such  a  formidable  position  by  a 
direct  frontal  attack,  unsupported  by  other  troops,  is  worthy  of 
record. 

One  cannot  help  wondering  whether  any  other  soldiers  in 
the  world  have  developed  to  such  a  high  degree  the  two  most 
necessary  constituents  of  bravery,  namely,  patriotism  and  self- 
sacrifice,  as  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Japanese  infantry. 

thXar.  The    Divisional    Head-Quarters    spent   the    night  of   the 

14th/15th  at  Pao-chia-tun.  The  general  intended  to  rest  his 
troops  on  the  15tb,  but  orders  came  to  press  on  and  attack  the 
main  Russian  position  at  Tieh-ling.* 

At  10  a.m.  the  Ishibashi  Brigade,  with  the  artillery  and 
engineers,  started  along  the  Tzu-yu-tai — Weng-chia-chai-tzu — 
Tieh-ling  road. 

At  3  p.m.  the  Divisional  Head-Quarters  arrived  at  a  pass 
south  of  Weng-chia-cliai-tzu,  where  the  Russians  had  made  an 
excellent  road.  From  here  the  Tieh-ling  line  of  defences  could 
be  plainly  seen,  the  most  formidable  works  being  between  two 
tall  pagodas  on  the  crest  of  the  ridffe  some  two  miles  apart 
On  the  left  front  were  the  Liao  plains  and  the  railway.  At 
the  south-west  end  of  the  city  the  Russian  settlement  and 
magazines.    The   latter  were   on  fire,  and   the   flashes   of  a 


*  See  square  E  2,  Map  61. 
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faaUeiy  could  be  seen  ooming  from  the  mickt  of   the    flames 
Atid  smoke. 

Apparentlj  Ihe  RiissiaaH  had  set  Bre  to  all  tlieir  stores,  and 
their  rear  guard  was  dcj feuding  the  burning  stuff 

About  twenty  to  twenty-four  RuBHiaD  guns  could  b^  seen 
mx  the  main  position,  but  of  these  only  tweliJ'e  fired.  The 
Jspon^e  thought  that  the  Ru.ssians  had  heavy  artiDery  in  the 
fortifleHttons,  so  that  the  corntnunder  of  the  division  ordered  hm 
btttteriee  to  entrench  before  opening  fire. 

Ai  3,30  p.in.  Colonel  Tada,  commanding  the  Snd  Artillery, 
f^orived  orders  to  bring  hia  batteries  into  action. 

At  4  p.in.  the  digging  began,  but  the  ground  was  frozen  and 
iim  work  slow. 

At  6  p.m.  the  ^uns  of  the  Ume^awa  Brigade  opened  fire  on 
the  left,  near  &n  old  Chinese  forti  on  the  Russian  batt&riee  near 
the  west  pagoda. 

At  6J5  f>*ni,  the  2nd  Division  artillery  opened  fire,  the 
delay  being  duo  in  waiting  for  as  many  guns  and  infantry  as 
pofisible  before  exposing  the  position, 

For  th«  first  time  during  the  war  six  batteries  of  a  division 
of  the  First  Army  came  into  action  in  one  line. 

The  field  batteries  were  on  the  left  and  the  mountain 
batteries  on  the  right,  extended  along  the  ridge  just  behind  the 
crest  line. 

The  ili visional  staff  were  on  a  high  Iiill  about  one  thousand 
yardu  behind^  and  most  of  the  Kua^an  shell  burst  harmlesuly 
in  the  vmlley  between  this  and  the  artillery  fK>Bition. 

The  mngee  to  the  Rnnsian  line  of  forta  were  between  4,300 
md  $»000  yarda,  rather  tc)o  far  for  the  mountain  guns. 

The  Russian  artillery  did  not  answer  until  some  time  after 
the  2nd  Di%'iston  artillery  opened  fire,  and  it  looked  aa  if  they 
wera  only  dummy  gima  after  all.  Then  they  opened  a  rapid 
tim,  but  with  no  results,  most  of  the  shrapnel  bursting  in  the 
valley  behind  the  Japanese  artillery  position. 

At  6.30  p.m.  the  railway  bridge  north  of  Tieh-ling  appeareil 
to  be  burning.  The  railway  staUon  w^as  also  in  flames,  and  it 
became  evident  that  the  Russians  did  not  intend  to  mako  a 
staod  Men  could  be  seen  running  about  setting  fire  to 
eTerrtbing, 

Before  night  the  Bussian  artillery  retired  thniugh  Tiehding, 
but  the  smoke  and  darkness  coming  on  prevented  the  Japanese 
artillery  from  doing  any  harm. 

The  Japanese  artillery  bivouacked  some  2,000  yards  behind 
their  poaition,  and  at  11  p,m.  the  2nd  Division  advanced  guard 
oecupied  the  Russian  line  of  fortifications  without  reHiBtauoe. 

At  1  a-m.  on  the  16th  the  ith  Regiment  entered  Tieh-ling. 

On  the    16th    March   the   division   entered   Tieh-ling   and  letlii 
remained  there,  occup^'ing  at  the  same  time  the  ground  to  tiie 
\  of  the  city.    The  12th  Division  advanced  past  it  in  pursuit 
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The  troops  were  tired  out,  and  needed  rest,  having  been 
constantly  fighting  or  marching  for  a  whole  month. 

Out  of  a  total  of  about  10,000  casualties  in  the  first  Army, 
the  2nd  Division  had  incurred  about  7,000. 

At  a  Shokonaai,  or  ceremony  for  the  dead,  held  at  Chang- 
chia-lou-tzu  about  a  month  later,  it  was  interesting  to  see  the 
still  depleted  battalions  drawn  up  in  the  plain.  The  loss 
in  officers  had  been  terrible,  and  must  always  be  so  in  the 
Japanese  army,  where  the  men  expect  such  reckless  bravery 
on  the  part  of  their  leaders. 
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(13)  Tbe  Battle  of  Huk den.— Operations  of  the 
I2th  Division   First  Japanese  Army. 


Repobt  by  Captam  J.  B.  Jardihe,  5th  LancetB,  Tokia, 
Bih  July  1905, 
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Operations  of  ICajor-OeQer&I  Imamuras  Brigade  oa 

10th  Maich  1905  -  -  .  .        ^^    67* 


ConientB, 

(1)  OperatioDs    *  -  •  *  _ 

(2)  Supply  aod  Transport  -  -  -  - 
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(4)  Remarks  and  Opinions  oi  Japanese  Infantry  Officera      343 


(1) — OperationB. 

Pomii^n  before  the  Battle.*^ — As  fer  a^  tlie  First  Army  was 
eoDoemed^  prior  to  the  25th  Februarj\  which  may  be  cotiMidered 
the  day  on  which  the  battle  of  Mukden  commenced,  the  12th 
Division  under  Lieut,-Oeneral  Inoiiye  was  in  anil  abotit  Shih- 
ditao-tzu  (E  6)  holding  the  entrenched  line  it  had  occupied  all  the 
winter*  The  enemy's  defensive  line  in  front  is  shown  on  the 
taap.^  It  was  very  8troii£jly  entrenched  along  its  whole  length, 
and  the  Russian  artillery  in  front  of  the  di\^3ion  wan  invariably 
difipeiiied  in  single  batteriee  and  in  half  batteri&s.  Thut  part 
of  the  Japanese  line  adjoining  the  village  of  Fien-niudu-pii 
(D  b  eaMt)»  which  has  been  termed  by  the  Ru^siansf  Benniaputee, 
was  doser  Ui  the  enemy *»  entrenchments  than  any  other  of  the 
Fin%t  Army-  Here  too  were  the  main  positionB  of  the  12th 
Division  artillery.  The  line  occupied  by  the  division  throtigh* 
out  the  winter  was  the  extreme  right  of  the  First  Army.     The 


^  0M  Map  ei»  mainly  tqnaree  D  asnd  E  5. 
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village  of  Pien-niu-lu-pu  was  an  object  of  dispute  all  the  winter, 
but  the  normal  state  of  affairs  was  that  the  Bussian  held  the 
northern  and  larger  part,  while  the  Japanese  the  sonthem  and 
smaller.  The  Sha  Bio — a  river  practically  without  banks — 
lies  between  them.  It  was  no  obstacle,  as  it  was  frozen  all  the 
winter  and  at  the  time  of  the  final  capture  of  the  village  by  the 
Japanese  (Sth  March).  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  always  foidable 
by  infantry  except  after  heavy  rain. 

ComposUian  of  the  Division. — ^The  composition  of  the  12Ui 
Division  was  the  same  as  at  the  battle  of  the  Sha  Ho,  plus  the 
Awaibara  Brigade.  Major-General  Shimamura  commanded  the 
12th  Brigade,  i.e.,  14th  and  47th  Regiment&  Major-Genend 
Imamura  (vice  Major-General  Eigoshi  promoted)  commanded 
the  23rd  Brigade,  i.e.,  24th  and  46th  Regiraenta  Total, 
3  brigadea  l%e  division  exchanged  three  of  its  mountain 
batteries  for  three  field  batteries  of  the  2nd  Division.  The 
additional  artillery  with  the  division  was  one  field  battery, 
three  mountain  batteries,  three  9 -cm.  mortar  batteries,  one 
12-cm.  mortar  battery,  onelS-cm.  mortar  battery  (each  mortar 
battery  had  four  mortars),  two  field  guns  and  two  captured 
Russian  field  guns,  in  all  jnine  batteries :  seven  on  Euan-shan 
Ling  and  two  near  Ta  Liu-chia-yu.  Two  squadrons  of  the  1 2th 
Cavalry  Regiment  acted  on  the  right  flank  of  the  2nd  Division 
during  the  battle  and  pursuit,  connecting  with  the  Ya-lu  Army. 
One  squadron  therefore  remained  with  the  division. 

Position  of  the  First  Army  before  the  Battle, — ^With  regard 
to  the  position  of  the  other  parts  of  the  First  Army  immediately 
before  the  battle,  the  2nd  Division  was  in  and  about  Wei-ning- 
ying  (about  5^  miles  east  of  Pen-hsi-hu).  The  Guard  Division 
was  on  the  left,  or  west,  of  the  12th  Division,  i.e.,  its  line  ran 
between  Wai-tou  Shan  and  Te-te  Shan,  and  the  Umezawa 
Brigade  was  in  reserve,  but  holding  an  infinitesimal  part  of  the 
whole  line  between  Hsiao  liu-chia-yu  (D  5  S.E.)  and  Wai-tou 
Shan.  First  Army  Head-Quarters  were  at  Pan-Ia-shan-tzu 
(D  6  north).  The  line  of  communication  of  the  12th  Division 
was  as  follows : — Dalny — laao-yang  (by  rail) — Hsia-fu-tun  fa 
village  about  ten  miles  north-east  of  Liao-yang) — Ta-yao  (south 
of  Yen-tai  Colliery) — ^Tin-chiang-pu-tzu  (D  6)  by  cart  The 
Umezawa  Brigade  also  received  supplies  by  this  line.  In 
addition  to  this,  a  small  quantity  of  supplies  for  the  division 
came  vid  An-tung — Lien-shan-knan  (light  railway) — Chiao-tou 
— Pen-hsi-hu  (by  cart). 

Enemy  in  front  of  the  12th  Division  at  the  Outset. — The 
supposed  composition  of  the  Russian  troops  in  front  of  the 
division  was : — ^Part  of  the  First  Army  under  Lenevich,  whose 
head-quarters  were  reported  to  be  at  Eang-ta-jen-shan  (D  5 
east).  From  Shan-chu-tzu  Shan  (D  5  centre)  to  the  pass 
about  one  and  a  quarter  miles  north-west  of  Tung-kou  (E  5 
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W66it)  WAfl  the  lai  Siberian  Refierve  DivimoD.  From  that  pass 
to  Che- if m  Ling  (E  5)  was  the  3rd  East  Siberian  Rifle  Division. 
Ck»8  to  Che-tou  Ling  was  the  6th  East  Siberian  Reserve 
DivUton  or  part  of  iL  The  Russian  artillery  consisted  of  four 
«iid  a  half  butteries  of  6eld  guns,  one  of  mountain  guns,  and 
one  of  1 1> '  2 -cm*  mortars,  mostly  in  half  batteries ;  but  of  course 
tmis  ob»f*rvation  of  the  gun  positions  was  impossible. 

It  may  perhaps  be  mentioned  here  that  il^  is  notorious  that 
the  Rossiana  kept  many  guns  in  reaerve.  During  tighting  it 
often  saeius  as  if  they  had  not  the  proper  pmportion  of  gtms 
to  infantry.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  Imitnutiotw  to 
OficevM  move  ihs  rank  of  Captain^  ia^ed  by  General  Knro- 
(Miikin  on  the  9th  January  of  thLs  year :— "  It  is  important  that 
we  fthonld  keep  large  numbers  of  guns  in  reserve  until  we 
know  the  enemy's  position'^*  but  up  till  now  W6  have  kept 
them  back  too  long,  while  the  Japanese  haye  sent  all  of  theirs 
to  the  first  line,  with  a  resulting  disadvantage  to  un/'  These 
ofdeni  were  picked  up,  amongst  many  others,  on  the  field 
doling  the  Imttla  of  Mukden, 

OnUr  ismt^d  by  Marquw  Oyama  before  t!i€  BatUe^ — The 
following  is  an  extract  from  tlie  orders  iasned  by  Marshal  the 
Marquis  Oyama  before  the  battle  : — 

"  The  aim  of  the  battle  is  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  war,  so  it 
is  not  a  ipestion  of  occupying  certain  points  or  taking 
tracts  of  country.  It  ia  esseutial  that  the  enemy  s^hould 
be  dealt  a  heavy  blow,  and  as  in  all  Imtilea  fought  up 
to  now  pursuit  has  been  very  slow,  it  is  absolutely 
neeaaaary  on  this  occaEion  to  pursue  as  promptly  as 
poaaihie  and  to  the  utmost*' 

From  this  it  will  be  understood  that  all  orders  afterwards 
given  with  this  end  in  view,  Le.,  the  crushing  of  the 
field  army. 

In  a  discussion  as  to  where  the  main  force  of  the  12th 
Diirifiion  should  be  emplnyed,  l>efore  oniers  for  the  battle  were 
made  out,  some  of  the  staff  favoured  an  attack  on  Pien-nin  In- 
pQ  (D  5  SE.)t  &Q  easy  matter,  aud  that  part  of  the  Russian 
poaiiion  in  rear  of  it,  but  the  netseasity  for  supporting  the  2nd 
Diviston  led  the  commander  to  decide  on  attacking  Che-tou 
Ung  (E  5  centre). 

Bivim^nal  Orders,  2Uk  Febrwm^j  1906.— The  following 
orders  wore  isaoed  by  the  officer  oommanding  the  12th  Division, 
dated  II  a.m*  S4th  February,  at  Shang  Sbih-ehiao-tiu  (E  6 
N*w.) : — 

(i.)  There  is  no  further  change  as  regards  the  situation 
of  the  enemy.  To-day  the  2nd  Division  will  oecnpy 
Te-ti,  Koo-ycn  Ling,  and  the  ground  south  of  Ta-yu,  while 
to-morrow  (26th  February)  it  will  occupy  the  high  ground 
north-west  of  Rao-kuan-aai  and  Erh-ma  ling  (E  5  centre). 
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On  the  26th  Febi*uary  the  2nd  Division,  if  possible,  will 
occupy  Wang-fu  Ling  (E  5  centre).  The  Guard  Division 
will  take  over  Wai-tou  Shan  (D  5  S.E.)  to-day  from  the 
Umezawa  Brigade,  and  will  hold  it  with  1  battalion, 
8  guns  (Russian  field  battery)  and  some  engineera 

(ii.)  The  division  will  attack  on  the  25th  February. 

(iii.)  By  dawn  on  the  25th  February  the  Right  Column 
(Awaibara)  will  take  up  a  line  close  to  Hung-ling-tzu 
(E  5  south)  and  Hsiung-kai  ling,  occupying  the  hills  north- 
west, Shang-ta-pei-kou  (E  5),  and  north  of  Lao-yeh  Ling 
(E  5  south).  It  will  keep  touch  with  and  protect  the  left 
flank  of  the  2nd  Division.  Part  of  the  Right  Column  dso 
will  occupy  Ta-ho-pei-tung-kou  (E  6  south). 

(iv.)  By  dawn  on  the  25th  February  the  Centre  Column 
(Shimamura)  will  be  close  to  Shang  Shih-chiao-tzu  (E  6 
N.w.)  with  part  of  its  force  in  the  valley  lying  south  of 
Tung-kou  (E  5).  It  will  occupy  Hsia  Ho-pei,*  Ta  Ho-pei 
(E  5),  and  the  northern  part  of  the  valley  leistding  to  Tung- 
kou  village.  The  column  will  arrange  for  the  security  of 
the  two  mountain  batteries  that  will  accompany  it. 

(v.)  The  Left  Column  (Imamura)  in  touch  with  the 
troops  on  Wai-tou  Shan  will  occupy  by  dawn  on  the  25th 
February  the  line  Euan-shan  Ling  (E  5  s.w.) — Pien-niu-lu- 
pu — Ebia  Ping-tai-tzu — ^Hsiao  liu-chia-yu  (D  5  aE.). 

(vi.)  The  artillery  will  be  ready  to  open  fire  on  the  25th 
February  from   their  positions.     Two  mountain  artillery 
batteries  will  join   the  Centre  Column  and,  preparing  a 
position  on  Ho  Shanf  during  the  night  24th/25th  Februaiy, 
will  be  in   position  there  on   25th   February.    The  two 
captured  field  guns  will  take  up  a  position  dose  to  Tung 
Ling  (E  5  s.w.)  on  the  night  of  the  25th/26th  February, 
(vii.)  The   whole  reserve  of  the   division  will  concen- 
trate at  the  south  end  of  Shang  Shih-chiao-tzu  (E  6  K.w.) 
on  the  25th  February  before  noon. 
With  regard  to  these  orders,  the   plan  was  to  occupy  the 
hills  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tung-kou  River  (part  of  the  Sha 
Ho   running  east  from  Pien-niu-lu-pu)  while  supporting  the 
2nd  Division.     After  recoonoitring  the  enemy's  posil^on  and  the 
intervening  ground,  while  still   keeping  touch  with    the   2nd 
Division,  the  Right  and  Centre  Columns  were  to  decide  the  time 
and  place  for  attack.     All  troops  of  the  First  Army  west  of 
Pien-niu-lu-pu  were  to  stand  fast.     From  the  foregoing  and 
from  later  events,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  division  had  closer 
relations  with  the  2nd  Divinion  than  with  either  the  Umezawa 
Brigade  or  the  Guard  throughout  the  battle.     The  howitzers 
and  mortars  were  to  open  fire  for  the  first  time.    Their  presence 
and  position  were  therefore  to  be  a  surprise. 

*  8  miles  Kmih-wwi  of  Ta  HiHpei  (E  5). 
t  A  bUl  west  of  Tft  Ho-pei  (B  5). 
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Tht  following  changeB  look  place  in  the  commaoda  of 
Sbimamtini  and  Imamtira  in  carrjing  out  the  diviBioDal  orders 
of  the  24th  February:— 

Tlio  difitnbutioQ  of  the  12th  and  23rd  Brigades  prior  to  the 
S5th  Febniaiy  wae  thus  : — 


For  the  movement^  the  llth  Regiment  was  withdrawn  from 
th<^  e»*ntre  and  the  46th  Regiment  was  taken  from  the  flank, 
both  rtgi  men tfi  then  ooming  under  the  command  of  Shimamurai 
iAt  the  arrangement  during  the  mo^enient  was  thus  — 


ff4  T*? 
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Thm  wait  done  because  the  poeitton  of  the  14th  Begiinent 
during  the  winter  had  been  more  or  less  across  the  Ping-tai-tzu 
▼alley,  where  the  ground  wai  simple,  and  the  regiment  on  ita 
left  oonid  easily  and  naturally  extend  to  fill  the  gap,  together 
with  the  24th,  whoee  position  all  the  wint'cr  had  been  perhaps 
tli«  most  import^mt  These  %wq  regirnents  (47th  and  24th)  «if 
course  knew  well  the  ground  to  their  front*  and  therefore  it 
wonld  have  been  undesirable  to  withdraw  either  of  them.  To  ' 
earry  out  the  orders  of  the  24th  February  it  wns  of  small 
importance  which  regiments  were  employed,  but  as  a  matter  of 
faet  the  46ih  had  more  knowledge  of  the  ground  on  which  the 
attack  was  to  be  made  than  any  other*  It  sibould  be  noticed 
that  Imamura's  line  was  very  extended,  hut  on  tlie  other  hand 
it  was  very  strongly  entrenehed. 

The  divisional  reserves  were  one  battalion  llth  Regiment 
(Awaibum),  one  battalion  4(Hh  Regiment,  and  one  battalion 
47th  Regiment 

Opemlimta  of  the  Rear  and  Centre  Columns,  from  the  2Ath  2Sl 
Ftbmatjf  to  the  itk  March. — ^At  7  a.m.  on  the  25th  the  Centre 
Column  (Shimamura)  o^upied  positions  aa  marked  on  the  map,* 
and  the  Bight  Colomn  (AwaibiJ^)  the  ground  east  of  it     Both 


*  Koi  rtprodueed.  It  ihowed  three  companiei  ov  the  lin«  Wtw«am 
Hiiati|s*i]iii*^iafiff  and  Tm  Ho-pel  (E  5  awO  ooTeriDg  two  batteries,  wjifa 
thoT««t  of  Ills  coinmn  «che1ooed  b«ek  to  Htm  Shlh-rluii@-tKii. 
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moved  into  position  while  it  was  dark.  There  was  no  oppomtion. 
The  mountain  guns  were  in  position  by  4  a.m.,  as  also  were  the 
I.  and  IL/46th. 

ith  Feb.  The  map*  shows  the  positions  on  the  26th.  To  su{^>ort  the 
2nd  Division  in  occupying  Wang-fu  Ling,  Awaibara,  advancing, 
occupied  the  line  of  hills  south  ot'Sung-shu-chu-tzn — hills  north* 
east  of  Ta  Ho-pei.  He  met  with  some  opposition  at  the  former 
place,  but  the  enemy  fell  back  on  their  line  north  of  Sung-shu- 
chu-tzu.  This  day  the  Russians  unmasked  fourteen  guns  at 
Che-tou  Ling  which  could  rake  the  valley  east  of  Chang-chi-sai, 
and  also  shell  Wang-fu  Ling.  Their  positions  had  been  well 
taken  up.  In  the  course  of  the  morning  news  arrived  that  large 
bodies  of  Russians  had  moved  from  the  south  of  Mukden  in  the 
direction  of  Hai-lang-cbai,  Eao-tai  Ling  (opposite  the  2nd 
Division),  and  Ma-chun-tan  (E/F  5)  (in  front  of  the  Ya-ln 
Army).  In  the  course  of  the  day  the  Ya^lu  Army  took  Ching- 
ho-cheng,  and  moved  on  Ma-chun-tan,  but  met  with  much 
opposition.  During  the  night  26th/27th  February  the  Zud 
Division  took  Wang-fu  Lin^.  This  was  the  coldest  night  during 
the  battle,  the  minimum  bemg  8^  below  zero,  Fahrenheit 

th  Feb.  The  situation  remained  the  same  on  the  27th.  The  2nd 
Division  took  the  high  hill  north  of  Wan£;-fu  ling  which 
dominated  that  place,  before  dawn,  but  failed  to  take  Eao-tai 
Ling.  It  was  reported  that  the  right  flank  of  the  2nd  Division 
was  threatened  and  in  danger  of  being  turned  To  cross  the 
river  and  attack  was  desirable  in  view  of  the  situation,  but  such 
a  movement  would  have  entailed  breaking  connection  with  the 
2nd  Division,  so  the  Right  and  Centre  Columns  stood  f^  the 
valley  of  the  Tung-kou  separating  them  from  the  enemy. 

th  Feb.  No  change  in  the  situation  took  place  on  the  28th,  bat  a 
battcJion  from  the  divisional  reserves  moved  forward  north  of 
Hsiao  Ho-peLf  The  2nd  Division  and  Ta-lu  Army  made  no 
progress.  During  the  night  28th  February/lst  March,  two  field 
batteries  from  Hsiao  Liu-chia-yu  (0  5  s.E.)  joined  Awaibara. 

b  Xar.  The  situation  on  the  1st  March  was  as  before.     In  the  after- 

noon the  Right  Column  was  heavily  shelled.  It  was  reinforced 
in  the  morning  by  one  battalion  from  the  divisional  reserve 
which  was  sent  to  occupy  the  high  ground  north-east  of  Chang- 
chi-sai  to  conform  with  the  expected  forward  move  on  the  2nd 
Division.  But  the  latter  not  taking  place,  and  on  coming  under  a 
.  hot  shell  fire  from  Che-tou  Ling  and  Shu-kou  Shan  (E  5  west), 
before  reaching  the  place  ordered,  the  battalion  halted.  It 
shortly  afterwards  received  an  order  to  stay  where  it  was.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  afternoon  two  or  three  companies  of  the  enemy 

*  Not  roprodnced.  It  showed  the  bulk  of  the  oolomn  eotrencfaed  on 
a  line  faoiBg  north-east  between  Hnaiiff-ma-chang  and  Ta  Ho-pei,  witii 
Awaibcffa't  oolomn  li  miles  in  front  of  the  oentre  of  the  podtion. 

t  2  milee  lonth-west  of  Ta  Ho«pei. 
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Awaih&ra's  rigbt,  but  were  at  once  driven  batk  On 
lllii  di^  the  Fuurtli  Army  began  Ita  attack  on  the  Russian 
pOBttiODa  Ptiring  the  night  lst/2nd  March  a  divisioQal  order 
mtne  to  the  Eight  and  Centre  Colnmns  to  attack  the  hills  north 
of  Cfaang^ehi-Aai 

In  ttooordimee  with  this  order,  by  4  a.m.  on  the  2nd  March  2nd  Mm 
th<*  firai  line  of  the  Centre  Column  wa;^  on  the  lower  slopes  of 
the  hilb  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tung-kou,  the  Bight  Column 
oonforrning  to  its  inovetnentH*  By  the  time  the  firwt  lines  Imd 
reiR'hed  the  atreain,  the  enemy  had  abandoned  their  positions  at 
Ibi^  foot  of  the  .slopes  on  the  right  bank*  and  retired  on  their 
lomtn  entri^nchmente.  A  thousand  yards  in  rear  of  the  advanced 
Ifoopfi  marched  Major-General  Sliimamnra  with  the  reserves  and 
batteries.  T he  Cen tre  Col  u m n  ad vanci ng  from  th e  ri v er  occu { >i et  1 
I}|«  hilly  gronnti  l>ctween  it  and  the  Russian  position.  The  guns 
(two  mountain  batteries)  came  into  action  as  siion  as  possible  and 
covered  the  advance  of  the  infantry  to  the  ridge  l>eyond,  which 
was  occnpifd  at  7  ajn.  without  much  resistance,  except  fmm  the 
enemy's  retiring  patrols.  Shimamnras  infantry  on  arrival  at 
thi^  point  came  under  heavy  rifle  fire,  but  ioi)k  vrhat  cover  tJiey 
eould  get  and  commenced  entrenching  themselves,  in  one  place 
within  aeven  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy. 

Up  to  this,  Shiniamura  had  lost  only  28  men — all  wounded. 
Now  lie  could  «ee  the  clmracter  of  the  ground  in  front  that  lay 
betwei  n  him  and  the  Russian  main  line  of  treuche^,  and  it  by 
no  meami  improved  on  closer  acquaiutance*  Shu-kou  Sljan  wtis 
seen  to  be  fcteeptu*  and  rougher  than  had  been  suppo<^d ;  the 
RuHBiau  entrenchments  were  very  complete,  and  machine  gmm 
wore  cleverly  posted  to  sweep  all  approaches.  An  unbroken  line 
of  abftttia  lay  one  hundred  yanls  down  the  slopes  below  the 
ti^nehes^  and  in  places  wire  entanglements  had  been  eonstmcted. 
Moreover,  the  gully  to  the  immediate  front  of  the  Russians  was 
extremidy  steep  and  difficult  to  cross.  The  i>osition  of  tlie  two 
coluinni  w*n*  ineecure^ — one  might  ahnost  my  preearioua.  It  was 
natural  that  the  troops  should  l>e  anxious  to  face  the  taak  in 
front  of  them  as  soon  as  possible  without  waiting  for  the  Snd 
Division  which  was  still  "held  up*'  at  Kao-tai  Ling.t  Wl^^er 
cnuni^els,  however,  prevailed,  and  the  ct^mmander  of  the  division 
on  loaming  the  nituation  ordered  the  two  columns  to  atand  fa-^t. 
The  regimental  oflicers  could  not  understand  this  decision  for 
delay ;  but,  to  put  it  shortly,  the  statf  did  not  think  under  the 
dmum stances  an  attack  advisat)le  on  a  position  of  such  strength, 
enttiiling  as  it  mi  rely  would  a  great  Iosh  in  ofticers.  Naturally 
it  was  a  iliffieult  matter  to  explnin  tide  to  the  parlies  concerned. 
All  day  the  Ruseiau  machine  guns  in  front  of  Awaibara  were 
very  active ;  both  columns  were  heavily  shelled  from  time  to 
Itine^  and  riHe  fire  went  on.  The  Russian  artillery  (two  batteries 
W0ti  of  Mam*}'ama  and  one  battery  on  tlie  saddle  east  of 
Maru-yama  paid  particular  attention  to  the  mountain  ttatteriea. 
Hiimt^times  they  shelled  the  ground  on  the  left  bank  of  the 


^.'*'  M^p  m 
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TuDg-kou  which  had  been  occupied  by  Awaibara  the  day 
before.  Besides  these  there  were  other  Russian  guns  which 
could  not  be  located.  The  original  fourteen  guns  on  Che-toa 
Ling  were  reduced  to  eight,  which  shelled  the  two  field  batteries 
of  the  Right  Column  from  time  to  time.  At  4.30  p.m.  a  snow- 
storm  put  a  stop  to  gun  fire  for  the  day.  Nothing  of  importance 
happened  during  the  night»  but  two  batteries  of  mortars  were 
moved  under  cover  of  darkness  from  Kuau-shan  Ling,  three 
miles  south  of  Chang-chi-sai,  to  get  to  a  position  in  the  Utile 
valley  immediately  in  rear  of  Shimamura's  infantry.  The 
journey  took  longer  than  was  anticipated,  for  dawn  found 
them  just  east  of  Chang-chi-sai. 

rd  Mar.  On   the   3rd  March  with  great  diflSculty,  in  daylight,  the 

mortars  crossed  the  river  one  by  one  in  spite  of  shelling,  and 
arrived  a  little  after  midday.  They  opened  fire  at  3  pan.  from 
the  position  marked  on  the  map.  Shimamura  and  Awaibara 
had  orders  to  attack  with  the  help  of  their  two  batteries,  but 
the  latter  could  not  continue  firing  long,  as  ammunition  ran 
short,  owing  to  the  impracticability  of  bringing  sufficient  across 
the  Tung-kou  under  fire.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  attack  had 
just  commenced  (4  p.m.),  when  it  was  counter-ordered  by 
Lieut.-Qeneral  Inouye,  who  also  sent  word  that  an  attack 
was  inadvisable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  2nd  Divi>ion 
had  made  no  progress  against  the  Russian  position  at  Eao-tai 
Ling.  The  12th  Division  Head-Quarters  had  also  heard  that  the 
Ya-lu  Army  had  made  no  progress  in  its  attack  at  Ma-clmn-tan, 
and  was  at  the  time  awaiting  reinforcements,  on  the  arrival  of 
which  the  attack  would  be  resumed.  When  the  counter-order 
arrived,  a  part  of  the  Awaibara  column  had  advanced  from  its 
position  and  had  already  suffered  some  loss  from  machine  gun 
fire,  but  it  waited  where  it  was  until  dark  and  then  retreated. 

The  Russian  guns  this  day  from  time  to  time  continued  to 
waste  shells  on  the  ground  formerly  occupied  by  the  Awaibara 
column  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tung-kou.  Probably  they 
thought  there  must  be  strong  reserves  there.  The  casuaJties  of 
the  Right  Column  this  day  were  221. 

bh  Mar.  According    to    orders    from    the  officer    commanding    the 

division  preparations  were  made  for  the  attack  at  1  a.m.  on  the 
4th,  but  it  was  again  counter-ordered.  During  the  night  3rd/4th 
the  divisional  reserves  were  moved  to  the  hills  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Tung-kou,  lying  to  Shimamura's  left  rear,  to  fill  up  the  gap, 
presumably  as  a  precaution.  Before  dawn  the  11  th  Regiment 
(Awaibara)  was  put  under  the  orders  of  Major-Oeneral  Ohara 
(15th  Brigade,  2nd  Division)  so  that  the  lUght  Column  was 
reduced  to  two  regiments.  All  day  the  two  columns  standing  fast 
in  their  positions  awaited  a  further  advance  by  the  2nd  Division. 
Nothing  noteworthy  occiirred.  In  the  course  of  the  day  the 
commander  of  the  division  decided  to  change  his  point  of  attack. 
ThiB  movement  was  carried  out  on  the  night  of  4th/5th  March, 
the  Right  and  Centre  Columns  withdrawing  from  the  positions 
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concentrating  at  the  south  side  of  Pien-nia-lu-pu.  Tiie 
officer  comman'ling  the  division  will  be  at  the  he^d  of  the 
reserve. 

(6)  The  A waibara' Brigade  will  follow  the  troops  men- 
tioned in  No.  5.* 

(7)  The  three  batteries  of  rifled  mortars  and  the  battery 
o£  15-cm.  howitzers  will  follow  the  second  line  regimentfid 

;  tnuisport.  The  12-om.  guns  will  remain  in  their  p>sitions 
And  await  further  orders.  The  regim3ntal  transport 
(second  line)  will  follow  the  reservct 

Prior  to  these  orders,  the  original  brig.vde  commands  were 
reformed  by  the  regiments  moving  up  into  their  placos,t  i.e.,  the 
14th  Begiment  moved  up  on  the  left  of  the  47th,  and  the  46th 
on  tlie  right  of  the  24th. 

(The  force  under  Imamura  (right  wing)  was  now  as  follows : — 
The  23rd  Infantry  Brigade  (minus  1  battalion  of  the  46th 
Regiment,  which  joined  divisional  reserve),  1  troop,  6  machine 
gons,  1  company  engineers,  a  body  of  the  medical  corps  (bearer 
company)  and  3  mountain  batteries. 

'  The  force  under  Shimamura  (left  wing)  was  as  follows : — 
The  I2th  Infantry  Brigade,  1  troop,  6  machine  guns,  1  company 
engineers,  a  party  of  tliemedical  corps,  and  3  batteries  of  field 
artillery. 

The  force  under  Awaibara  was  as  follows : — 2  regiments  of 
infantry,  2  troops,  1  company  engineers,  and  some  of  the 
medical  corps. 

The  orders  mentioned  above  were  carried  out,  but  there  was 
some  difficulty  in  assembling  the  reserve,  for  the  Awaibara 
Brigade  was  some  distance  away.  On  this  account  the  officer 
commanding  the  division  hardly  expected  its  concentration 
before  3.30  p.m.  at  Pien-niulu-pu,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
was  ready  to  start  just  after  midday.  It  was  then  that  the 
orders  came  from  Army  Head-Quarters  that  the  brigade  was 
to  join  the  Army  reserve,  which  it  did  at  Tsai-chia-tun.  In 
consequence  of  this,  the  divisional  reserve  was  reduced  to  the 
strength  mentioned  in  para.  No.  5  of  the  order.  While  the 
right  and  left  wings  were  pressing  on,  the  general  commanding 
the  division  baited  during  the  morning  at  Pien-niu-lu-pu  and  I 


*  This  brigade  was  also  in  reserre,  but  as  soon  as  it  reached  Tsai- 
ohia-tnn  in  the  afternoon,  8wh  March,  it  came  under  orders  of  Qenerai 
KurokL  i.e,,  became  part  of  the  Army  reserve. 

t  With  regard  to  the  apparently  peculiar  place  in  the  order  of  march 
assigned  to  the  small  number  of  cavalry  available,  it  most  be  remembered 
tbat  this  squadron  famiBhed  patrols  in  front  of  Imamura  and  Shimamura. 
It  also  furnished  patrols  for  keeping  connection  with  tJ^e  neighboorinff 
oolnnm.  Nevertheless,  when  the  Japanese  are  opposed  by  cavalry,  and 
not  inferior  mounted  infantry,  they  will  doobtless  attach  more  importance 
to  the  possibilities  of  this  arm  m  war.  Had  the  Japanese  had  more 
osvalry,  very  much  might  have  been  effected  during  this  porsait.^J.  B.  J. 

X  Be4  Map  66. 
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Lai-chia-pu-izu  (B  4),  and  that  the  Fourth  Army  had  begun 
to  advance.  There  was  also  news  that  the  enemy's  forces  at 
Kao-tai  Ling  and  Ma-chun-tan  (E/F  5)  were  still  increasing. 

id  Mar.  On  the   2nd  March,  as  mentioned  before,  the  Bight  and 

Centre  Columns  had  in  the  early  morning  seized  and  occupied 
the  lower  slopes  of  the  hills  on  the  right  l^k  of  the  Tung-kou. 
From  8.45  a.m.  until  noon  the  howit:^rs  and  mortars  on  Euan- 
shan  Ling  shelled  Shu-kou  Shan  intermittently.  At  4.30  p.nL 
a  snow-storm  put  a  stop  to  gun  fire  for  the  day.  At  9  pjn.  it 
commenced  snowing  and  raining. 

d  Mar.  On    the    3rd   March  the  situation    remained    unchanged. 

There  was  intermittent  gun  fire  all  the  morning,  but  in  the 
afternoon  the  Japanese  guns  on  Euan-shan  Ling  heavily 
bombarded  the  enemy's  position,  including  the  village  of  Pien- 
niu-lu-pu.  The  reply  of  the  Russian  guns  was  feeble,  except 
from  a  battery  west  of  Shu-kou  Shan  whose  position  could  not 
be  located.  The  direction  was  known,  but  not  the  range.  An 
attack  by  the  Left  Column  on  Pien-niu-la-pu  had  been  ordered 
for  this  afternoon,  but  it  was  countermanded.* 

h  Mar.  Thirteen  degrees  below  zero.  Centigrade,  was  registered  on 

the  night  of  the  3rd/4th,  and  there  was  a  bitter  north  wind 
blowing  in  the  morning.  At  3.30  a.in.  there  was  a  heavy 
exchange  of  rifle  fire  between  North  and  South  Pien-niu-lu-pu. 
As  mentioned  before,  the  position  of  the  reserves  was  changed. 
The  12th  Division  was  still  awaiting  a  forward  move  by  the 
2nd  Division.  The  guns  on  Euan-shan  Ling  were  silent  this 
morning,  and  on  my  asking  a  staff  officer  of  the  division  if  the 
guns  were  going  to  do  anything  in  the  afternoon,  he  said : 
"On  a  day  like  this,  when  there  is  no  fighting,  our  guns  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Director  of  AHillerv  of  the  Army. 
At  other  times  they  are  under  the  control  of  the  divisional 
commander;  so  I  don't  really  know."  In  answer  to  further 
questioning,  he  said  :  "  This  system  has  its  advantages  and  also 
its  disadvantages,  as  mistakes  are  liable  to  occur  when  the 
guns  are  under  the  orders  of  the  Director  of  Artillery."  The 
Japanese  artillery  on  Euan-shan  Ling  was  silent  all  day. 

In  the  afternoon  the  commander  of  the  12th  Division 
determined  to  change  his  point  of  attack,  issuing  orders  to  the 
following  effect : — 

"The  objective  of  the  division's  attack  will  now  be 
Pien-niu-lu-pu  and  the  enemy's  positions  on  the  slopes 
immediately  north  of  that  village.  The  aim  is  to  inmct 
as  much  loss  on  the  enemy  as  possible,  and  occupy  part 
of  his  positions,  by  the  capture  of  which  the  troops  will 
be  enabled  to  keep  close  touch  with  him  up  to  the  time 
of  his  eventual  retreat  in  front  of  the  Second  and  Third 
Armies.    It  is  most  necessary  that  the  captured  part  of 

^  See  operationf  of  Bight  and  Centre  Colnmnn  on  thiB  date,  p.  S02.  — 
J.B.J. 
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the  enemy's  position  should  bo  held  hy  m  few  troopa  its 
p<js«IbIo,  in  order  that  as  tn&Dy  men  as  [jossibk  may  be 
available  for  the  pursuit.*' 

la  accordance  with  the  above  order,  the  Left  Column^  com* 
jDAHded  by  Major-General  Inianium  {2Hh  and  47th  Regiments, 
1  troop^  2  machine  guns,  1  company  engineers,  and  200  men  of 
Ih6  meclieal  corp«),  took  Pien-iiiu-lu-pti  and  the  enemy *s  firnt 
line  of  trenches  north  of  it  by  dawn  on  the  5th.  The  Centre 
Column,  as  mentioned  before,  retired  during  thia  night  from  its 
pciaiiton  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Tung-kou  and  by  daylight 
waa  in  and  about  the  valley  of  Shih-chiao-tzu  (E  5/0)  in  reserve. 
Its  gums,  lx>th  mortars  and  mountiiin,  returned  to  their  original 
|M)t3iitionfl.  The  new  position  of  the  Centre  Column  was : — 
14Ui  Regiment  in  and  about  Ta  Liu-chia-yu  (D  5  S.E.),  two 
battaliona  46th  Regiment  in  and  about  Ham  Shih-chiiio-tsni, 
and  one  battalion  46th  Regiment  on  Kuan-shan  Ling  artillery 
poflittosi  c1q«6  to  the  mountain  battery.  Shimamura  on  arrival 
reeeived  orders  to  be  prepared  for  an  advance  at  any  moment 
after  midday.  The  [tight  Column  (Awaibara)  now  consisting 
of  S  regiments,  2  field  batteries^  G  machine  guns,  1  troop,  and  a 
number  of  fitretchor  l>earers,  retired  witliout  ft  casualty  at  the 
same  time  a»  did  the  Centre  Column  from  its  position  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Tung-kou,  By  dawn  (5th)  it  was  holding  a 
poaition  m  marked  on  the  map,*  its  right  on  a  hill  north-east 
ef  Hnhx  Ta-pei'kou,  and  it^  left  on  a  lull  north-east  of  Kuan- 
flhaii  Ling.  It  therefore  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  March  still 
covered  tlie  left  of  the  2nd  Division  and  fonned  the  right  of 
Ihe  12th  Division. 

Roughly,  at  dawn  on  the  5th  March,  the  poaition  or  distri-  ^^  ^^ 
hution  of  the  1 2th  Division  wan  like  this  t — 
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SO,  when  the  pursuit  began,  the  commands  were  e&sily  re-adjusted 
and  Imamura  and  Shimamura  resumed  command  of  their  original 

brigades.* 

The  Attack  of  the  Imamura  Column  on  Pien-niu-lv^pw 
and  Positions  in  rear  of  it,  5th  March  1905.— The  oolumii,  being' 
in  the  same  position  as  on  25th  February,  received,  ota  the 
evening  of  the  4th  March,  orders  to  attack  Pien-nin-lu-pii  and 
slopes  north  of  that  village,  and  take  the  enemy's  first  line  of 
trenches  in  the  early  morning.  The  following  are  briefly  the 
orders  issued  by  Major-General  Imamura : — 

**The  24th  Regiment,  first  driving  the  enemy  out  of 
Pien-niu-lu-pu,  will,  with  a  section  of  engineers,  take  tfce 
enemy's  first  line  on  the  slopes  north  of  it.  The  47th 
Regiment,  supporting  the  attack  of  the  24th9  will  take 
the  enemy's  first  line  of  trenches  on  the  slopes  north  of 
Hachia-tai.t  One  section  of  engineers  will  accompany 
it.  The  brigade  reserves  will  be  two  companies  ol  the 
24th  Regiment  and  one  company  of  the  47th  Regiment. 
The  latter's  position  will  be  on  the  hilly  ground  north- 
west .of  Eteia  Ping-tai-tzu,  the  former's  in  the  valley 
running  south-east  of  Pien-niu-lu-pu,  close  to  the  left 
bank  of  the  Sha  Ho.  The  operations  will  begin  at 
4.30  a.m." 

As  I  have  already  stated,  the  southern  part  of  Pien-niu-ln- 
pu  had  always  been  held  by  the  Japanese.  For  some  leason 
or  other  it  was  not  until  5.30  a.m.  (5th  March)  that  the  24th 
Regiment  attacked  the  village — one  battalion  against  the  village 
itself,  while  the  other  passed  east  of  it.  Little  resistance  was 
encountered.  The  Ru^ian  captain  in  command,  who  wsb 
captured,  said  he  had  orders  to  retire  if  attacked  in  strength. 
Judging  the  evening  before  that  an  attack  was  impending,  he 
had  withdrawn  most  of  his  men  and  had  remained  with  a 
small  body.  When  retiring  on  the  approach  of  the  24th  Regi- 
ment he  fell  into  a  ditch  and  was  captured.  The  24th,  pressing 
on  after  a  half  re-form  in  the  village,  drove  the  Russians  out 
of  their  first  or  lower  trenches,  but  coming  on  stronger  defences 
and  redoubts  well  protected  by  wire  entan<^lements,  it  halted. 
It  then  made  good  the  ground  it  had  taken  by  using  the  spade 
when  necessary.  In  touch  with  the  24th  wa8  the  47th  Regi- 
ment, which,  after  the  first  line  of  trenches  had  been  taken,  was 
counter-attacked,  but  repulsed  the  Russians  with  loss. 

The  order  to  the  47th  Regiment  was  that  it  was  to  support 
the  24th  in  its  attack  on  Pien-niu-lupu,  and,  passing  on,  take 
the  Russian  first  line  of  trenches  on  the  slopes  north  of  Hu- 
chia-tai.  This  was  carried  out  by  the  2nd  and  3rd  Battalions, 
one  company  of  each  being  posted  at  the  foot  of  Hsiao  Liu- 
chia-yu  Shan  and  north  of  Ta  Liu-chia-yu.     The  advance  was 

*  See  page  299.  f  1}  miles  north-west  of  Pien-nin-la-pu. 
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je  by  the  two  liattalions  in  line,  each  battalion  having  two 
eotiijtauica  hi  the  first  line  and  one  company  in  support  The 
3n<i  Battalion  was  on  the  leftf  the  3rd  Battalion  on  the  right 
They  adranced  at  5.30  ajn. ;  two  companioa  of  tlie  1st  Battalion 
w^^  part  of  the  divisional  reserve,  the  other  twa  were  part 
I  if  the  brigade  reserves.  On  arrival  at  the  river,  on  the  right 
hank  v(  which  the  EussianB  had  a  line  of  seutneSi  the  3rd 
Battalion  came  under  a  severe  flanking  &*e  from  the  trenches 
Jusi  north  of  Pien-niu-lu-pn,  and  suffered  many  casual tien.  It 
preved  on,  however,  with  the  2nd  Battalion,  and  arriving  at  the 
font  of  the  slopes,  the  officer  commandiog  the  regifuent  put  two 
machine  gutm  in  ix>^itioa  on  its  right  By  6*30  a.nL  both  bat- 
tidiona  had  tiiken  the  tiiBt  lice  of  trenches,  the  Russian!^ 
retiBating  on  their  second  and  mnch  stronger  tine.  Hand* 
mnades  were  used  by  botli  sides*  The  Japanese  used  the 
bayonet  freely,  but  the  Russians  relied  more  on  rifle  &tb.  The 
3nl  Battalion  tr^ok  whatever  it  could  nnd  hastily  entrenched  or 
eonrerted  the  Russian  trenches  to  its  own  use.  The  2nd  Bat* 
t«lion«  however,  managed  to  got  much  closer  to  tLe  Russian 
flecond  Hoe.  Tlie  3rd  Battalion  loit  one  captain  and  one 
lieqtonant  killed  and  one  lieutenant  wounded  The  total  eaauaU 
ties  were  62  killed  and  224  wounde^l,  the  heaviest  losses  being 
incurred  while  it  received  the  enfihidlng  fire, 

I  hairo  mentioned  above  that  the  24th  halted  after  taking 
the  nUage*  It  is  most  proliable  that  owing  to  thia  the  RusHitinn 
iminediately  in  fmnt  of  the  24th  Regiment  were  free  to  bring 
ibh  enfilade  fire  to  lear  on  the  47th,  which  waa  must  likely 
Ttnaware  of  this  delay  on  the  p^rt  of  tlio  24tli,  for  it  wtis  outnido 
tbe  YtUage.  As  a  Japanese  oflicer  said«  such  things  are  only  to 
be  expected  in  night  attacks.  The  lasfi  of  the  ind  Battalion 
waa  250l  It  was  jinposBtl>le  to  ascertain  the  Russian  casual  ties, 
hue  later  on,  when  tlie  pursuit  began,  300  Russian  tlead  wore 
found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  first  line  of  trenches.  About 
two  battalions  of  Russians  were  engaged  in  this  fighting* 

F&muition  of  the  Troops  in  the  yighi  Attack — With  regard 
tu  this  night  attack,  the  procedure  was  as  foUowa; — Each 
battalion  had  two  corupanies  in  tlie  Hj^t  line^  the  formation  of 
facb  oooipuny  Ikcing  m  nhown  on  pagu  308* 

There  were  l^  grenadiers  i>ei"  batt-alion  with  the  first  line 
and  10  in  reaerve.  That  is  to  say,  5  grenadiers  per  company 
and  10  in  reserve*  The  grenadiers  and  10  scouts  formed  an 
extended  line  30  paces  in  front  of  an  esc  tended  section  which 
waa  followed  at  50  paces  by  the  remaining  two  sectiona  of  the 
company — in  line.  In  the  final  rush  or  charge,  the  duty  of 
the  leading  section  was  to  join  the  15  men  (grenadier«  and 
icoutA)  and  close  with  the  enemy.  All  bayonets  were  fixed, 
it  waa  undoubtedly  the  grenadiers  who  caused  the  enemy's 
rHreat;  but  at  the  end  there  were  not  more  than  three  or  r^-ur 
of  ibem    alive.    The   advanced  section   had   the  bulk  of  it« 
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men  killed.     With  the  grenade  is  carried  a  fuze  or  slow  match 
for  igniting  it.     The  grenades  are  made  by  the  engineers  with 
dynamite.     30  seconds  is  the  usual  time  allowed  for  explosion. 
If  conditions  are  favourable  a  grenade  will  kill  10  men.* 
Ear.  The  5th  March  was  a  very  fine  day  with  little  wind.    The 

Imamura  Column  after  making  good  its  position  with  the 
spade,  exchanged  rifle  fire  with  the  enemy  from  time  to  time 
all  day.  At  1.30  p.m.  one  company  (regimental  reserve)  rein- 
forced the  47th  Regiment  from  the  left  bank  of  the  Sha  Ho. 
To  avoid  casualties  the  men  crossed  the  plain  and  river,  over 
ihe  ice,  at  fifteen  paces  interval.  Although  they  were  fired  on 
by  guns  and  some  rifles  they  had  no  casualties.  This  company 
was  in  time  to  participate  in  repelling  a  counter-attack  made  at 
5  p.m.  by  three  companies  of  the  enemy  on  the  left  flank  of  the 
II./47th.  At  7  p.m.  the  two  companies  forming  part  of  the 
column  reserve  moved  off  in  the  dark  to  join  the  47  th  Regiment, 
and  at  9  p.m.  another  company  arrived  from  the  divisional 
flreserve. 

During  the  day  I  observed  the  following: — The  Russian 
guns  opened  at  9.40  a.m.,  to  which  the  Japanese  merely  replied 
with  an  occasional  shell  At  11.40  a.m.  the  Russian  artillery 
was  still  very  active,  but  there  was  very  little  reply  from  the 
Japanese.  "Sniping"  was  perpetually  going  on  between 
Imamura's  front  line  and  the  enemy's  trenches  at  a  distance  of 
a  few  hundred  yards.  As  far  as  the  enemy's  guns  were  con- 
cerned the  Imamura  Column  was  in  dead  ground.  On  visiting 
the  Russian  position  on  the  8th  March,  the  care  the  Russians 
had  taken  to  hide  and  give  their  guns  cover  was  noticeable. 
Owing  to  the  extreme  use  of  indirect  fire  I  saw  no  battery 

*  At  the  end  of  this  report  some  opinions  are  given  on  night  fighting 
in  general,  whioh  I  have  ooUected  from  time  to  time  from  the  varioiu 
infantry  officers  I  bare  met. — J.  B.  J. 
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pORition  in  which  the  guns  could  shell  attacking  infantry  within 
A  point  four  hundred  yards  from  the  foot  of  the  slopes  on 
which  were  the  entrenchm^^tits.  At  1.45  p.m.  the  Japanese 
15  CED.  howitzera  at  about  4,800  yanla  Bhelled  some  Rus-sian 
lafantrj'  in  stn^^le  tWa  moving  fiorn  th^  rear  op  an  open  nuU^ih 
to  tbe  trenches.  They  fired  about  25  shells  apparently  without 
^ffieet  Their  flhooting  was  inaccurate.  At  2.35  p*m*  the  two 
Japan^Be  iiie»utitain  Latteims  and  the  single  inountuin  battery 
on  tha  north  end  of  Kuan-^han  Lir>g  opened  on  the  Russian 
entn^DchmeDts  immediately  north  of  the  latter.  The  entrench- 
meotfi  were  practically  on  the  edge  of  a  cliff  or  very  steep  slope 
runnine;  down  to  the  River  Tung-koTi  and  in  front  of  the  right 
of  lumitmm'a  Un***  After  five  ininutes  the  Russian  field  guns 
and  howttxcrn  with  mpid  Hro  reduced  rhc  two  bnlteries  to 
silence*  At  3  p.nj,  the  Russian  field  guns  and  howit^^^rs  turned 
their  attention  to  the  single  mountain  batterj'  and  shelled  it 
Mveftly  for  one  and  a  half  hours  without  ^tting  a  reply,  A 
tremendous  expenditure  of  i^hmpnel  without  result,  for  every 
Japonefiie  gunner  waa  under  cover  the  whole  time*  It  is  Inie 
ihiii  the  Russian  howitzers  fired  perhaps  fifty  common  shell  m 
all,  but  for  every  one  of  these  their  Held  guns  fired  ten  shraptieL 
All  tills  time  there  were  mgt\^  of  the  Russian  forces  increasing,  ^d 
and  far  away  Uyond  iheir  positions,  on  the  plain  near  Kang-ta*  H 
jen-«lnin  <D  5  cast),  grt^at  moving  to  anri  fro  of  troops  could  be  ' 

seen  from  Kuan-shan  Ling.  At  4.30  p.m.  firing  died  away» 
and  the  situntion  waK  the  same  at  nightfall,  no  further  advance 
being  motJo  by  the  division,  Tho  Ta-lu  Army  occupied 
Ifa-ehun  tfin  (E  P)  this  day. 

On  the  6th  March  the  gumi  of  both  sides  were  silent    At  etli  ! 
I  a^m.  three  c^mipaniea  of  the  enemy  made  a  counter-attack  on 
the  1 1 /47th,  while  one  aecticn  only  fired  on  the  Bnl  Battalion. 
Tile  fighting  waa  very  hot  for  two  hours,  but  the  enemy  never  , 

got  within  Uitrty  yards,  the  Japanese  using  their  machine  ^unn     ^ 
with  great  effect.     The  three   eomptrnies    made    four  vigorous     H 
charges*.     Grenades  were  used  by  both  sitles.     This  attai-k  was      ^ 
Mmulianeous  with  an  attack  on  the  Guard  Division,  which  was 
mliwi   repulsed.     Although   the  enemy  was  driven    back   every* 
where,   firing   went   on    until    G   am.      The   casualties   of  the 
Imamura  Column  auiounti  d  to  al.>out  20t>.    It  was  not  reinforced, 
"  Sniping"  went  nn  all  day  in  front  of  Imamura,  but  the  situation 
remained  the  »ame      Little  movement  on  the  enemy*a  part  could 
be  detected— in  fact,  it  waa  the  quietest  day  since  the  battle 
bcgaiL 

The  night  oi  the  6th/7th  was  quiet — that  is  to  say.  no  f%h 
irtoal  attack  was  made  eittjer  by  the  Tith  Division  or  tins 
Rnasians,  but  musketry  went  on  and  the  enemy's  guns  fin-d 
Irom  time  to  time*  The  usual  "  sniping  "  went  on  all  day  in 
front  of  Imamura*  On  the  plain  nonv  Kang*ta-jen-shan  Ru simian 
transport  could  be  seen  thmughout  the  day  moving  between  the 
vartoua  villages.     The  Russinn  artillery  was  n<»tJoeabty  weaker 
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(than  formerly,  an<l  the  howitzers  did  not  open  fire.  -Then.' 
no  gUQ  fire  until  11.30  a.m.,  when  the  field  gun  on  the  dope  of 
Hsiao  Liu-chiayu  Shan  opened  on  the  trenches  beyond  Imaoraim. 
A  Russian  battery  replied,  but  firing  ceased  in  ten  minutes*  •  All 
was  quiet  until  3.20  p.m.,  when,  with  the  object  of  finding  o«t 
whether  the  Russians  had  changed  their  gun  positions  or  with*- 
drawn  their  guns,  the  inoimtain  battery  on  Euan-shan.  Xing 
opened.  It  shelled  heavily  the  trenches  on  the  cliff  opposite^ 
across  the  river,  for  half-an-hour^  and  only  one  Russian  field 
battery  replied.  At  5  p.m.  a  regiment  could  be- seen  moving 
off  in  a  north-westerly  direction  on  the  plain  near  Kang-ta-jen* 
shan.  At  6  p.in.  the  whole  artillery  of  the  12th  Division  op^ied 
a  heavy  fire  on  the  Russian  positions,  to  which  there  was  no 
reply.  At  dusk  the  Russian  camp  fires  were  seen  to  be  mon 
numerous  than  heretofore.  All  these  things  looked  very  moch 
as  if  the  Russians  meant  to  retreat.  In  fact,  as  soon  as  it 
was  dark  they  commenced  to  do  so.  Shortly  after  nightfall 
Major-Oeneral  Imamura  was  sent  orders  to  attack  and  was 
reinforced  by  the  46th  Regiment,  but  previous  to  reoaiving 
them,  as  there  were  so  many  signs  of  retirement,  he  had  been 
given  other  ordeiB  to  follow  the  Russians  as  soon  as  they  went 
So  it  happened  that  when  the  order  to  attack  arrived,  he  was 
already  in  pursuit  and  had  reached  Eang-ta-jen-shan,  the  Shima- 
mui-a  Brigade  following  later.  This  was  about  1.45  am.  on  tiie 
8th  March.  H«re  he  halted  until  dawn.  The  two  field  batteries 
with  Awaibara  were  ordered  to  return  to  Ta  Liu-chia-yu  during 
the  night  (7th/8th).  Passing  through  Hsia  Shih-chiao-tzu  they 
got  fresh  orders  to  join  the  advanced  guard  of  Shimamura  without 
delay.     The  3rd  Battery  had  already  joined  him. 

tth  Mar.  Oi'dera  for  the  Pursuit, — The  orders  for  pursuit  were  issued 
b^  the  commander  of  the  division  at  7.0  a.m.  on  the  8th  March 
at  Shang  Ping-tai-tzu  (D/E  5),  and  were  as  follows : — 

(1)  The  enemy  opposing  the  division  is  in  retreat.  The 
2nd  Division  will  pursue  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of 
Hsing-lung-tien,  on  the  Hun  Ho  (D  4)  vid  Hai-lang-chi 
(E  5  N.W.).  The  Guard  Division  will  pursue  in  the 
direction  of  Wang-shih-lang-kou  (D  4/5). 

(2)  The  division  will  pursue  in  the  direction  of  Ssu- 
fang-tai  (D/E  A)  vid  Pai-shen-chai  (D  6  east). 

(3)  The  right  wing  will  move  vid  ELang-ta-jen-shan 
(D  5  east),  Ying-pan,  Hsiao-yu,  Tung-chia-kou,  and  Pan- 
chia-tun.  The  three  batteries  of  mountain  artillery  will 
accompany  it. 

(4)  llie  left  wing  will  advance  vid  Tsai-chia-tun  (D  5  east), 
Pai-shen-chai)  and  Chu-chia-tun  (D  4  S.E.).  The  three  field 
batteries  will  accompany  it 

(5)  The  divisional  reserve  will  be  the  IIL/46th,  one 
squadron  and  one  company  of  en^eers  with  the  staff  of 
the  engineer  battalion.    It  will  foUow  the  left  wing  after 
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OoneenimtiEig  at  the  south  side  of  Pien-niu-Iti^pu.  Ti>e 
oflbser  eouimanlmg  the  division  will  be  at  the  head  of  the 
nBarre 

(6)  The  Awaibara  Brigade  will  follow  the  troops  mea- 
iiom^d  in  No,  5.* 

(7)  Th^^  three  bat  tones  of  ritl^  mortars  and  the  battery 
o£  15-cin,  howiuers  will  follow  the  second  line  tdgiineotal 

•  tr&tisporL  The  l2-cin.  guns  will  remaiu  in  their  p^sitiou^ 
and  await  further  orders  The  ra^dmjntal  tran9;>ort 
(neoon^l  line)  will  follow  the  rea^rve-t 

Prior  ti>  th'*He  ordtira,  the  original  brigwie  comtnand^  were 
rt-Formed  by  the  regiments  moving  up  into  their  pkcv^.J  i^.^  the 
14i]i  Regimeut  moved  up  on  the  left  of  thd  47 tb,  and  the  4Gth 
on  l'»e  right  of  the  24Uu 

IThe  force  under  Imamura  (right  wiog)  was  nowai  folloWji: — 
The  frjnl  Infantry  Brigmle  (minus  1  battalion  of  i\x^  46th 
^C^-ment  whicli  joined  divistonal  rt*serve),  1  troop,  6  machine 
_  1  eoinpany  cngineerB,  a  body  of  the  medical  corpa  (bearer 
cocDpan;)  and  3  mountain  batteries* 

'  Thu  foit;e  under  Hiiimamara  (left  wing)  was  m  follows: — 
The  12th  Infantry  Brigade »  1  troop*  ij  machine  guns,  1  company 
«0|nii6in,  a  party  of  themedio^il  corps,  and  3  batteries  of  field 
ttihlNy. 

Tho  foree  under  Awaibara  waa  aa  follows  :^-2  regiments  of 
infantry,  t  troops,  1  company  engineers,  aod  some  of  the 
Aedical  corpa. 

The  orders  mentioned  above  were  carried  out,  but  there  wan 
•Ofme  difficulty  in  aaflirmbling  ihe  reserve,  for  the  Awaibani 
Brigade  w^is  some  distauee  away*  On  this  account  the  ofllc^^r 
eomtnanding  the  diviHion  hardly  expectetl  its  conceutmtion 
before  3.30  p.m.  at  Pien-niu  lu-pii«  biit«  oa  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
wia  ready  to  stait  just  after  midday.  It  w*is  then  that  the 
ordars  came  from  Army  Head-Qufirters  that  the  brigivJo  was 
to  join  the  Ai*my  ref^erve,  which  it  did  at  Tr«at-chia-tun,  la 
«os)aoqQenee  of  this,  the  divisional  reservo  was  reduced  to  the 
atttogib  tfiention^'d  iu  para.  No*  5  of  the  or  don  While  the 
fight  and  left  wiug^  were  presiding  on,  the  general  eommanding 
tia^  d)  vis  ion  baited  during  the  morniug  at  Piea-niu-lu-pu  and  I 

JA^ 1 I  . 1 ^ 

•  Thid  Url^dd  was  »1so  in  reeerre*  bnt  m$  soon  m  it  rc»eb«d  T^ai* 
lliift>ttta  in  thft  aiienm^Ut  8^b  Murob,  it  cnmo  under  arderi  af  Gf^^eraJ 
K^roki,  i  *!*♦  U'f:tii3n>  piirt  of  thtj  Army  reser^©. 

t  With  regartl  to  tlio  upparontij  tw^Laliiir  pWo  la  tbfl  order  of  mat^h 
i0)|^i^d  to  tho  tmaU  number  of  t5av"a1ry  j-r- ii»*^'^-,  it  nmet  b<^  remembered 
ft^i  tbi«  »<)Uailron  furaiHheJ  patroU  in  li  lamnra  and  iSbimaiBUr*. 

Iialao  turtiiMh^d  patrola  for  koeping  €u...^.^,.  u  v^itb  thu  noigU>imrmg 
oolama*  Nevci  tliele^n,  when  tlio  Japant^n^  are  opposod  by  oaYiilrj^  and 
Dot  Infers  T  uiounWd  infantry,  tbev  will  donbtlesa  attach  more  tmportaQoe 
lo  ih«  ;  CQB  of  tbiB  itrm  ui  war.    Had  thf?  JupauesA)  bad  more 

eafalry,  -b  migbt  bavo  beaiiftffeoied  during  tbii  puriuit.^J.  B.  J, 

I  B^  Map  U^ 
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received  permission  to  visit  the  Russian  positioiiB  north  <tf  the 
village,  alter  examining  the  village  itself. 

Pien-niu'lu'pu  and  tlie  Russian  Position  north  of  it. — The 
village  of  Pien-niu-lu-pu,  as  mentioned  before,  is  divided  by 
the  Sha  Ho  into  two  parts,  of  which  that  on  the  right  bank 
(which  wiis  in  the  hands  of  the  Russians)  is  four  or  live  tiuies 
larger  than  that  on  the  left  bank.  The  former  is  about  one 
hundred  yards,  the  latter  about  three  hundred  and  seventy 
yards,  from  the  river.  The  ground  between  them  is  dead  levels 
and  in  ordinary  seasons  cultivated.  In  the  larger  part  there 
was  not  a  house  intact  Nearly  all  the  roofs  had  beien  at  one 
time  or  another  set  on  fire  by  shells,  and  not  a  building  ooold 
be  considered  habitable.  The  only  attempt  at  putting  it  in  & 
state  of  defence  that  I  could  see  was  the  loopholing  (very  roughly 
done)  of  some  of  the  outer  wails  of  the  compounds  of  the  houses 
next  the  river.  These  walls  were  of  poor  quality  sun-cbried 
brick,  stones,  and  mud,  chiefly  the  last-named.  They  were 
about  one  and  a  half  feet  thick  at  the  top.  There  had  been  an 
attempt  to  loophole  some  walls  in  rear,  in  the  centre^  of  the 
village  as  a  second  line,  but  it  had  not  been  done  vrith  any 
forethought  or  care.  It  seemed  as  if  the  Russians  had  never 
meant  to  hold  the  village,  if  strongly  attacked.  The  tield  of 
fire  between  the  two  parts  of  the  village  was  as  good  as  it 
could  be,  i.e.,  the  ground  was  flat  and  devoid  of  cover,  the  river 
having  practically  no  banka  1  saw  several  Russian  corpses  as 
I  rode  over  the  ground,  evidently  of  men  who  had  been  killed, 
while  patrolling  by  night.  It  had  naturally  been  impossible  to  get 
them  away.  Throughout  the  winter  months  fighting  between 
both  parts  of  the  village  had  taken  place,  and  ''  sniping  "  had 
continued  more  or  less  night  and  day.  The  Japanese  force  in 
the  southern  part  was  ordinarily  two  compam'e& 

The  position  in  front  of  the  12th  Division  was  extremely 
strong,  and  the  Russians,  having  had  plenty  of  time  on  their 
hands  through  the  winter  months,  had  been  able  to  make  it 
as  strong  as  some  parts  I  have  seen  of  the  Port  Arthur  defences ; 
I  am  referring,  of  coui-se,  to  some  of  the  outlying  works  of  that 
place,  such  as  Kuropatkin  Fort.  At  Pien-niu-lu-pu  the  Sha  Ho 
bends  north-east  and  becomes  the  Tung-kon.  The  slopes  of  the 
hilly  ground  on  the  right  bank,  which  west  of  that  village  are 
more  or  less  gentle  and  intersected  with  nullahs,  are  steep, 
especially  those  immediately  north  of  Kuan-shan  Ling.  The 
maps  I  am  afraid  gives  very  little  idea  of  this.*  Generally 
speaking,  there  were  two  lines  of  entrenchments.  These  were 
by  no  means  continuous.  Nullahs  very  often  prevented  thera 
being  so,  and  in  such  a  case,  the  nullah  woidd  be  carefully 
blocked  with  obstacles,  which  as  a  rule  were  under  the  rifle  fire 
of  some  part  of  the  defence.     Redoubts  and  half -closed  works 

•  See  Map  6^. 
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wvr©  usetl  often  for  tl©  aecond  line,  and  occaslanally  tliey 
fornuNl  a  il^iixl,  from  one  ihousund  to  two  tliouBand  yards  away 
finxD  the  rivtir  on  knolls  doininatiug  the  surrounding  ground. 
TbeAe  redoubts  and  half*cloeed  works  brought  flunking  tire  to 
bo*r  in  ail  directiona*  Am  the  gronnd  rom  to  the  rear,  if  the 
fonrard  trenches  were  captured,  the  i^dotibts  dominated  them. 
In  front  of  most  of  the  trenclies,  particularly  those  of  the 
Mffiond  line«,  there  were  obstacles  sucli  as  abattiit  and  wiie 
enlanglement ;  sometimes  one,  sometimes  the  other,  find  ^ume- 
iimee  both.  Military  pit»  were  ])iaced  here  and  there  in  buitable 
plaeesi  with  an  entanglement  of  barbed  wire  on  tbe  top.  Round 
Ibe  redoubts  nnd  half  closed  works  was  invariably  barbed  wire 
iiQlangbment.  Thtj  trenches  were  well  planned  and  executed. 
The  i^oil  wiu!  so  8uttable  that  many  were  veritable  Uiodtfl^  of 
field  fortitication,  ^iieh  as  one  ^ees  at  a  military  school.  JSo 
doubt  the  largo  amount  of  time  available  for  their  prepanition 
iceount4^1  for  thin.  They  were  always  for  men  standing,  with 
iravctStt^M  at  imefiil  {x>intH.  The  entrenchments  were  invariably 
made  without  a  ditch.  In  lieu  of  it  was  a  barbed  wire  entatigle- 
meni,  with  nr  without  military  pity,  ten  yards  down  tije  ghtcie* 
The  trench t\a  were  made,  in  fact*  like  many  made  hy  the  Boers 
in  South  Africa,  !.«,,  dug  vertically  into  tlie  ground  itself*  with 
little  or  no  parapet. 
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The  earth  waa  used  to  improve  the  glacis  or  was  scattend  in 
rear  of  the  trench.  Such  en  trench  me  nts  seemed  ideal  for 
bringing  ritle  fire  to  licar  upon  the  attack,  but  hand-grenades 
would  work  fearful  havoc  in  theui,  Apparently  to  obviate  thi», 
I  saw  that  steps  hml  boon  inmle  here  and  there  to  enable  this 
men  to  leave  the  trencli  and  charge  with  the  bayonet  down  the 
glacis  on  the  enemy  should  ha  be  able  to  pierce  a  way  thniugb 
the  entanglements.  In  such  trenches  I  do  not  see  how  the 
<lefence  can  await  the  on^et  of  b«i}'onet  and  grenwfle.  To  impede 
the  attiickers  should  they  gain  t*ntmnce  to  a  trt^nch,  the  Rnasians 
had  matle  a  kind  of  parrot  isage  of  Imtbed  wire.  Lyi; 
ready  tci  hand,  it  could  easily  be  flung  into  the  trench  and  wouli 
efleotually  likKsk  it,  especially  in  the  dark.  This  lm<l  beeti  done 
in  Slime  places,  evidently  at  the  moment  lie  fore  leading  the 
night  Ijefoie  (7th/ 8th).  There  was  the  usual  al^sence  id"  head- 
eover,  so  noticeable  in  thia  war,  hut  I  noticed  in  several  placeer 
wli^re  *'  Hnipintf '*  had  been  going  on  between  the  Buasians  and 
the  Iniamtrra  Column,  that  head-cover  had  been  huriiediy  and 
feebly  improvised.     In  a  few  places,  however,  the  parapet  had 
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been  crenellated ;  but  the  Russians,  and  the  Japanese,  for  the 
matter  of  that,  have  not  learned  the  lesson  so  many  of  us  did 
early  in  the  South  African  War  in  regard  to  this,  namely,  that 
blue  sky  is  a  fatal  background  to  a  loophole.  In  contra- 
distinction to  the  procedure  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  war,  all 
gun  positions  were  for  the  employment  of  indirect  fire.  I  saw 
one  position  for  a  battery  of  eight  guns  (from  appearances  thev 
must  have  been  field  guns)  at  the  bottom  of  a  valley  from  wfai^ 
the  guns  fired  over  a  ridge  four  hundred  yards  away.  There 
were  many  gun  positions,  but  some  had  been  seldom  or  never 
used,  a  proof  of  this  being  that  the  holes  in  the  ground  to  give 
the  gunners  cover  were  full  of  ice  and  snow.  Splinteiproof 
underground  dwellings  communicating  with  the  trenches  were 
in  evidence  everywhere.  Roads  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy  had 
been  made,  communicating  with  the  different  parts  of  the 
defence.  There  were  everywhere  evidences  of  the  haste  with 
which  the  position  had  been  abandoned  :  full  boxes  (open  and 
unopen)  of  small  arm  ammunition  in  every  trench,  food,  cooking 
pots,  clothing,  axes,  spades,  and  rifles  (although  I  did  not  notice 
more  than  twenty  of  the  last  named)  were  lying  alK>at.  No 
doubt,  if  the  enemy  is  within  a  few  hundred  yards,  the  reason 
for  haste,  if  retreat  is  ordered,  is  obvious,  but  the  abandonment 
of  such  a  quantity  of  ammunition  can  hardly  be  excused,  and 
savours  more  of  a  flight  than  the  orderly  retirement  of  troops 
that  had,  comparatively  speaking,  suffered  little  loss. 

Kar.—  Before  commencing  an  account  of  the  pursuit,  it  must  be 
mentioned  that  the  division  got  orders  to  pursue  independently 
of  the  other  divisions,  i.e.,  its  movements  did  not  actually  depend 
on  those  of  other  divisions;  of  course  it  received  orders  from 
time  to  time  from  General  Kuroki.* 

As  mentioned  before,  the  two  brigades  (Imamura  and 
Shimamura)  pressed  on  after  the  enemy  at  dawn.  In  advance 
of  the  brigades  their  cavalry  patrols  soon  came  in  sight  of  the 
Russian  rear  guards,  but  of  course  were  quite  unable  to  harass 
or  delay  them. 

Throughout  the  pursuit  it  weus  continually  being  brought 
home  to  one  that  the  division  laboured  under  great  disadvantages 
owing  to  its  lack  of  cavalry.  One  regiment  with  a  couple  of 
horse  artillery  guns  on  this,  the  first,  day  of  pursuit,  could  have 
harassed  and  delayed  the  Russians  so  much  as  to  have  brought 
about  an  important  action  much  earlier  in  the  day.  It-  was 
urgent  that  the  Russians  should  be  roughly  handled  before 
reaching  their  positions  on  the  Hun  Uo.  As  it  was,  when  Uie 
Japanese  infantry  did  succeed  in  overt  iking  them,  it  was  too  late 
in  the  day  for  decisive  results  to  be  obtained. 

At  Eao-shih-tun  (D  4  8.E.)  Shimamura  came  up  with  the 
Russians  at  4  p.nL  On  the  Japanese  field  guns  opening  on  the 
village  of  Ohu*ehia-tun,  the  Russians  fell  b  ick  and  took  up  a 


) 
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rfit«h  fmition  at  Ta  Cb^ng^wang-clmi.     Here  a  detachment  of 

I  Iha  Qu&rd  attacked  the  Russians  from  the  west,  and  eame  por- 

I  tioiift  of  the  IiBanrtira  Brigade  did  bo  from  the  eaat.     It  waa 

Mift^t  (7  p.m.)-    The  Russians  again  retired,  and  the  action 

I  '  an  end.     The  EosKian  force  was  abont  a  regiment  of 

iBtiiQtry ;  it  had  no  guns.     There  was  a  small  Russian  force  an 

ilip  hills  north-west  of  Ta^hang-wang-ehai,  bnt  it  took  no  part 

in  the  aetion.     It  is  noticeable  throughoui  the  pursuit  how  few 

gutw  wt*f«  used  by  or  ticcompanied  the  Rnssian  rear  guards,  lui 

far  m  ih6  Russians  pui-^tieil  by  tiie  12  th  Divinton  «r^  concernesd. 

The  Jai««ne^e  had  no  casual  tics,  antl  a'^  it  was  getting  dark  no 

idea  of  those  of  the  Russians  could  bo  obtained,     Shitnamum 

battel  in  und  about  the  villages  south  of  Ta  Chang- wang-chai 

'       *     night     His  uutpi>st  line  was  th©  line  bis  troops  reached. 

ra  iij  the  meantime  liad  a<lvaiieed  to  Wang-chia-piii-kua 

(E  4  S4.W.),  which  he  occupied  for  the  night,     On  his  approach 

to  this  place  there  had  been  Eome  rifle  fire,  but  the  Rusaians^a 

ainiill    force — had   soon    fallen    lmck«      The  divisional   raserve 

li^Ut«»'l  at  8.30  pjii.  for  the  n^ght,  in  ami  about  Kao-^hlh-tuu 

(I)  4  H.r,)*     DuriDg  the  day  two  hundred  men  of  the  transport 

iCoUirtted  all  articles  abindoned  by  the  Russians  in  and  about 

their  position  on  the  Sha  Ho.     The  total   was  m  follows: — 

22G  rittes,  \d7  bayonets,  1  million  rounds  of  rifle  anununitiou, 

^   ~  i^mali  shnviil.s,  84  hirge  spivlos,  28  axes,  152  stnall  f^: 

rolh*  of  wire  (barlxnl  and  plain),  4,000  romids  of  li 

[aounimitioni  and  a  quantity  of  howitj^er  iimmunition. 

According  to  orders,  the  right  column  left  Wang*chia-pin*kua  i>tli 
at  3  a,m.  (about  an  htnjr  liefore  dawn)  and  marches!  towards 
U-tJnh'Chai  (E  4)  with  the  intontiou  of  reconnoitring  the  Hun 
Ha  Tlie  left  column  (Shimaraura)  nlso  started  from  its  bivounc 
^M  5  a^m,,  and  moved  on  Ssu-fang-tai  (E/t^  4),  the  14th  Regiment 
wilh  the  guns  being  advanced  guard.  Major- General  Shimamura 
fode  at  the  head  of  the  Imtt^^rien.  His  orders  were  to  reconnoitre 
the  right  t>ank  of  the  Hun  Ho  and  cross,  if  jxissible.     It  was  a 

S^at  fjue^tion  whether  the  ice  would  bear  or  not.     Divisional 
ead-Qnnriers    with   the    reserve  started    at  4.30   a.m,,  and 
"  '  on  the  previous  day»  the  left  column.    Along  the  roacl 

'  ^-tai  we  pasHed  many  articles  of  clothing  and  ecpiip- 

ment  abindoned  by  the  enemy,  as  well  as  foocj  (tinned  beef)  and 
a  few  rifles.  Nc*ar  the  river  the  country  rapidly  becomes  more 
ojHm  and  level,  and  therefore,  much  more  under  cnltivation, 
tht»ugh  it  is  bare  at  this  8ca.son  of  the  year.  The  enemy  had 
huuses  containing  supplies  at  nearly  every  village  on  the  road 
^  we  paused,  The.se  they  had  set  on  tire.  They  were  sHU  burning 
when  we  pjvssi.^d.  The  Jnpaiiests  however,  siive<i  and  appropriatea 
a  CLTtam  amount  of  fonige  and  flour,  Slunjanmra'H  advanced 
guard  reached  Ssn-fangtai  without  incklent  about  10  a.m.,  and 
the  general  sent  furwatrd  patrols  to  the  Hun  Ho,  The  hist 
Rtiasian  pafsseti  through  8t«u-fang^tai  at  3  a.m. 
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Movements  of  the  Right  Column. — In  the  meantime  ImamuTS 
had  passed  through  Tung-tai  and  arrived  at  Li-shih-cbai  (E  4) 
at  about  11  a.m.  without  incident  Just  before  his  arrival  at 
the  latter  place,  an  order  came  from  Lieut.-Qeneral  Inouye  that 
he  was  to  push  on  and  cross  the  river  if  possible.  At  about 
11  a.m.  the  wind  got  up,  and  a  dust  storm  raged  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  Often  nothing  could  be  seen  beyond  a 
distance  of  one  hundred  yards  and  hardly  ever  beyond  half  a  mile. 
Leaving  Li-shih-chai  the  advanced  guard  (46th  Regiment)  moved 
on  Hsia  Piao-tun  in  a  north-east  direction,  when  cavalry  patrols 
informed  the  ofBcer  commanding  the  advanced  guard  "  Uiat  they 
had  just  seen  about  four  companies  of  the  enemy  cross  the  Uun 
Ho  and  move  west.  That  the  supposed  position  of  the  enemy 
north-east  of  Hsing-lung-tien  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  was 
strong,  but  the  enemy  did  not  seem  to  be  in  strength.  That  the 
enemy  had  guns  in  position  there." 

At  this  time  it  was  known  to  Imamura  that  the  left  of  the 
2nd  Division  was  moving,  not  far  away,  on  Ta  Piao-tun,  but  on 
connection  being  established  by  a  cavalry  patrol  it  changed  its 
direction  more  to  the  east.  Having  received  the  above  informa- 
tion from  the  cavalry  patrols  the  advanced  guard  moved  on,  and 
on  the  head  of  the  column  reaching  a  villnge  (not  marked  on  maf), 
that  is  between  Hsia  Piao-tun  and  Ta  Piao-tun,  the  Russians, 
whose  strength  was  1  regiment  of  infantry,  4  squadrons  and 
1  battery,  were  seen  to  be  on  the  point  of  crossing  to  the  right 
l>ank  of  the  Hun  Ho.  The  lea<ling  company  of  the  46th  at  once 
opened  fire  on  them.  The  Russian  cavalry — or  part  of  it,  for  it 
was  difficult  to  see  properly  owing  to  the  violent  dust  storm — 
charged  the  company  in  what  appeared  to  be  open  order,  getting 
withm  two  hundred  yards.  But  the  company  had  already  been 
warned  by  its  own  cavalry  patrol  and  took  refuge  behind  an 
adjacent  wall.  From  this  coign  of  vantage  it  opened  rapid  fire, 
which  did  not  last  long,  for  the  cavalry  at  once  retired  in  the 
dust  to  a  small  village,  where  it  dismounted  and  returned  the 
fire.  The  Russian  cavalry  apparently  suffered  no  losa  Regardinfi^ 
this  incident,  I  nsked  an  officer  of  the  46th  Regiment  what  would 
have  happened  had  the  company  had  no  convenient  wall  to  get 
behind.  He  replied,  **  The  Russian  cavalry  seem  to  mo^e  with 
indecision.  They  were  not  in  a  formati(m  suited  to  a  chaif[e,  so 
could  not  have  done  much  harm.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  I  don't 
think  it  would  have  been  nice  for  the  company."  To  my  question 
as  to  whether  they  were  in  Lava  formation  or  not,  he  replied, 
"  I  don't  know  that  foru'ation,  but  they  were  in  extended  order 
of  some  kind ;  it  was  really  too  dusty  to  make  out  exactly." 
I  think  it  is  very  probable  that  they  were  in  this  formation. 

It  was  after  the  Russian  cavalry  had  been  driven  back 
that  the  infantry  was  seen  to  be  taking  advantage  of  the  dust 
storm  to  threaten  the  right  flank.  It  was  driven  back  by  one 
company  of  the   leading  battalion   supported   by  two  others 
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fannight  up  by  the  officer  comiuanding  the  regiment,  without 
""Beoliy.  Finally  the  Ruasians  covere  I  their  crossing  by  holding 
[Kfto-tun  and  the  small  group  of  trees  west  of  it  They  did  not 
hold  these  places  long,  and  were  all  on  the  right  bank  by  3  p.m. 
From  2.30  pin,  tiU  3  30  pm.  the  Ru^ifin  guns  in  position  on 
the  high  ground  on  the  right  bank  fii^  at  intervals,  hut 
withoQt  doing  any  damage.  They  must  have  been  firing  at 
tmadom^  for  the  dust  oli&cared  everything  and  even  the  Japanese 
inCuitry  patrob  sent  down  to  the  river  bank  £ailed  to  dii^oover 
mtidi  as  to  where  the  Ru^iatis  weii^*  At  3,15  p.m.  patroU 
weft  eent  out  in  several  directions  to  get  into  touch  with  tlie 
enhimnii  on  th*^  right  and  left.  All  the  afternoon  '*  sniping  " 
went  OB  between  the  patrob  on  each  b/ink  of  the  river,  A  tew 
of  the  Japanese  got  across^  but  the  majority  failed  to  do  ao^  m 
that  little  could  bo  discovered,  except  that  Hsing-lung-tien  was 
aei^iifkiml  l)y  the  HusHians.  The  density  of  the  dust  storm  was 
in  the  river  bed  than  elsewhere.  The  1740 th  entered 
in  at  3.30  p,ni*  and  concentrated  there.  At  4  p.m,  a 
brigade  order  aune  to  the  effect  that  t)ie  river  wa»  not  to  be 
mo»&i^  Prior  to  the  arrival  of  this  order  the  2nd  Battalion 
lud  been  ordered  to  do  so  in  spite  of  the  inahiUty  of  the  patrole 
to  rt^connoitre  propiirly.  The  sun  aet  without  any  change  in 
the  situation. 

As  ordert^d  by  the  divisional  commander,  the  right  column 
halted  in  and  about  Li-flhili-chai  for  the  night  Its  advanced 
gii&nl  Ktoppe<l  at  Usia  Piao-tun  with  its  outposts  at  the  village 
north-eant  of  it;  outpoint  dsity  was  performed  by  the  L/4'6th 
with  one  c*>mpnny  of  the  2nil  Battalion  prolonging  its  left  at 
and  near  the  unnamed  village  between  Usia  Piao-tun  and 
Piao*tufi,  There  was  a  strong  detached  post  in  Piao-tun*  During 
Uie  night  one  company  of  engineers  was  put  under  the  ordem 
of  the  commander  of  the  advanced  guard  (0,C,  4Uth}  to  tind 
a  cAmsing  or  a  place  for  a  bridge  if  required.  In  the  night  the 
Btmiana  on  the  opposite  l>ank  between  U sing-lung- tien  and 
Faahuu  could  be  heard  breaking  the  ice,  which  was  nipidly 
melting. 

Momnwnis  of  the  Lf0  Colnmn. — Am  mentioned  before, 
8himamuras  advanced  guard  reached  Ssu-fang-tai  (D/E  4)* 
aliout  10  a.m*  Pati^U  were  then  sent  on  to  tlie  river  in  the 
Utnding  dust-storm.  After  doing  their  best  to  locate  the 
Ruaaians,  the  patn>U  reported  that  columns  of  trafisport  were 
paasing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  ground  from 
Hou-fang-tai  to  the  Hun  Ho  is  bare  and  flat,  sloping  very 
gently  down  to  the  river  bed  for  about  five  furlongs.  Had 
tiidre  been  no  dust-st43rm  the  Rusi^^ian  guns  would  have  been 
able  to  Mwoep  all  Um  ground  from  Uieir  pfJ!*ition  on  the 
•  heighitf  above  the  right  bink  At  12.15  p^m.  the  three  field 
bftUerieo  cama  into  action  among  the  willowa  and  on  the  sand 


*  S^  aqunrei  D  4  aod  B  4,  Map  61. 
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of  the  dry  river  bed  and  shelled  the  Russian  transport  at  2,000 
yards,  throwing  it  into  some  confusion.  These  guns  must  have 
fired  more  or  less  at  random,  for  to  'see  at  that  distance  was 
impossible.  At  the  same  time  the  leading  infantry  was  deploy- 
ing in  the  willows  on  the  left  bank,  but  its  movements  were 
greatly  hindered  by  the  dust-storm.  A  Russian  battery  replied, 
but  failing  to  locate  the  Japanese  batteries,  fired  beyond  them, 
causing  eight  casualties  to  the  infantry  who  happened  to  be 
there.  On  this  account  the  Japanese  artillery  ceased  fire.  The 
map*  shows  the  situation  after  the  I.  and  IL/14th  had  crossed 
the  river  on  the  ice — extended  to  render  their  passage  sider. 
There  was  little  or  no  opposition,  and  pressing  on  (the 
general  told  me  that  owing  to  the  gloom  he  fully  expected  the 
bayonet  would  be  more  used  than  the  rifle)  the  advanced 
infantry  reached  the  foot  of  the  hillfi,  but  the  Russians  had 
gone.  The  hills  were  crowned  at  2  p.m.,  and  as  no  Russians 
could  be  seen,  although  they  were  actually  not  far  off,  and  the 
advanced  troops,  owing  to  the  dust-storm,  had  lost  touch  with 
those  in  rear,  the  column  halted.  At  2.30  p.m.  the  Guard 
Division  occupied  Chu-chan  (D  4  east).  For  an  hour  or  so 
Major-General  Shimamura  was  unaware  of  this,  or  whether  the 
right  wing  had  crossed  or  not.  In  the  evening  the  14th 
Regiment  reached  Hsia-tai  (E  4  N.w.),  where  it  hidted  f<Mr  the 
night  The  Guard  Cavalry  was  at  Hu-shan-pu  (E  8/4).  The 
remainder  of  Shimamura's  force  bivouacked  on  the  hills  north 
of  Ta-tzu-pu  (E  4  west).  The  Shimamura  Column  and  the 
right  column  of  the  Guard  were  camped  duiing  the  night  in 
the  form  of  an  isosceles  triangle,  of  w  hich  Hu-i£an-pu  was  the 
apex  and  the  Hun  Ho  the  base.  Divisional  Head-Quarters  and 
the  reserve  stayed  at  Ssu-fung-tai  for  the  night. 

During  the  night  (9th/10th)  about  4  a.m.  the  14th  Regiment 
was  attacked  from  the  south-east.  The  Russians,  whose  numbers 
it  was  impossible  to  ascertain,  were  repulsed,  leaving  20  dead. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9tht  the  orders  to  Major-General 
Imamura  for  next  day  were  to  drive  the  enemy  in  front  of  him 
away,  assemble  at  Hsing-lung-tien,  and  march  on  to  Hsia-taL 
General  Shimamura's  force  was  made  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
division,  the  remainder  of  the  division  being  main  body. 
Briefly,  before  describing  the  movements  of  the  different  units, 
the  following  events  took  place  this  day  at  Hsing-lung-tien. 
Imamura  began  attacking  the  line  Hsing-lung-tien — H:»ia-&u)g- 
shen,:t  i.^,  the  line  to  his  immediate  front  Taking  cover  in 
their  entrenchments  prepared  weeks  or  months  before,  the 
Russians  resisted  most  stubbornly,  their  strength  amounting  to 
about  six  or  seven  battalions  with  a  half  battery.  It  took  some 
time  to  make  them  withdraw  from  their  poeitiona     Shimamura 

*  Not  reprodnoed.    It  showed  five  compiuiies  extended  on  the  north 
bank  (opposite  Ssn-fang-tai)  supported  by  two  others, 
t  8e€  Squares  E  4  and  B  3,  Plate  61. 
t  H  miles  east  of  Hsing-lung-tien. 
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;  two  bHitfilit  ns  of  tlie  47*  h  and  a  batt*^ry  to  attack  the 
right    flank   and  rvar,  if  poesibk,  and  so  relieve  tha 
in  fi"ont  of  Imaaii'ra.     This  movement  v,'BB  a  success, 
Tor  Uie  Russians  eoon  commenced  to  waver,  nod  in  the  eaily 
<  of  the  ftft^mooQ  were  in  full  retreat  towards  Lieii-tao-wan 
i  8/4)  and  the  country  eaat  of  it     By  reforming  iu*  this  dime- 
Ion,  ib6  Russians  in  fmnt  of  tlie  12th   Division  united  with 
joae  who  were  rosi^^ting  the  passage  of  the  Hun  IIo  by  the 
Bnd    Ut virion  at  Fu-shtni  and  Wau^pu-chieh.     Major-General 
lUtm  eoncentmied    in    the  afternoon  at  HBia-tai  and  the 
south  of  Hu-shan-pu,  his   advanced  guard  pastiing  th& 
iigbt  close    to   the    latter    place.     The    Sbiniaiuura    Brij^ade 
aped  in  and  about  Hu-Khan-pu  for  tlie  ni^ht.     The  Guiini 
[Divbion  wan   all   acrossi  the  Hun  Ho  by  the  morning  of  the 
IDihi  and  by  the  evening  was*  close  to  Siin-wa  (D  4  north). 
iThe  RuHflians  opposing  the  croBsing  of  the  2nd  Division  began 
to  riftire  about  3  p.ni. 

Major-G^n^nd  Iitvinuiras  Force, — L^jng  before   dawn    it 

[WM  known  that  the  Russians  were  still  holding  their  positions.* 

I  At  5  HMni,  the  Iiy46th  paraded  at  its  quarters  and   commenced 

[to  advance  towards  llsing-lung'tien,  its   l^t  Battalion  tiaving 

I  reported  tlmt  the  Rusnians  were  litill  on  the  right  bank  of  the 

fri¥©r.     Ther*5  was  a  heavy   njorning   imni  and  little  could  l>o 

{•eon,  but  the  Russians  could  still   be  heard  breaking  the  ioti 

Tlie  order  to  the  24tli  Regiment  being  to  cross  the  river,  push 

on  and  attack,  it  paraded  before  dawn  and  moved   towards  the 

river  Uink  at  a  pciiut  just  west  of  Piao^tuu,  wberts  the  ice  waj» 

favuurabb  for  crcissing.     Coniing   under  a  hot  tire  on  arrival  at 

tbe  river  bank^  the  leading  bat  tali  on  ludted,  k»ok  coven  and 

1  the  remainder  of  the  regiment.     In  the  inenntinie  the 

«  had  Wen  ordeiX'd  to  cross  firiit,  supported,  if  required,  by 

ito  ii»t  iiattaliun  in  Piao-tun.    Coming  under  heavy  rifle  and  gun 

fire,  the  5th  Cuinfiiiny  got  acrosa  and  enti^^nched  in  the  wiUowf*, 

loaing  3U  niLii  on  the  way.     The  otlier  thi-eo  companies  ou  Uiitf 

were    ordered    to   halt   on  the  left  lAank.     This  took  pUice  at 

about  G.30  aaa     On  the  Russian  guns  opening  from  the  pom- 

Hon  marked  on  the  map  (which  for  convenience  I  will  term  the 

Kedoubtt)  nahcr  to  the  .*>ui'prise  of  the  otBcei*  conunanding  Uie 

mountain  artillery*  who  cxp<>ctetl  that  they  would  have  with^ 

drawn  in  tlje  night,  the  mountain   batteries  rapidly  took  up  a 

potutiou   in   the  willow  a  and  replied.     The  morning  miflt  hid 

them,  IIS  their  po,^ition  Ma^  on  the  low-lying  ground  cloBe  to  the 

river  bo<l,  but  t>n  the  oiher  baud  they  could,  aitar  tlie  nitfit  had 

risen  a  little,  locate  the  po:^itiou  of  the  euemyV,     The  Ruanian 

ffitna  had  little  or  no  cover,  nor,  eiicept  from   view,  liad  the 

Japaoeae.     Thanks  to  Huh  mist,  ten  minutes  after  tJie  Japanaae 

guns  found  their  target  the  Rusaian  hidf  liattery  was  ►ilenced 

uil  withdrew  to  a  pasition  futtber  back  (as  indicated  on  the 


•  J^Ff  M*ip67. 
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map).  Every  Russian  shell  went  far  over  the  batteries,  wliooe 
only  loss  was  three  men  wounded  from  rifle  bullets.  It  was  at 
7.20  a.m.  that  the  mountain  batteries  found  their  target.  In 
front  of  Imamura  the  Redoubt  was  the  nearest  position  held  by 
the  enemy  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  take  it.  To  do  so 
the  general  ordered  the  46th  to  stand  fast,  and  being  reinforced 
by  the  3rd  Battalion  of  that  regiment  (from  divisional  reserve), 
he  ordered  it^  with  the  24tb,  to  move  to  the  left,  and  seizing  the 
high  ground  west  of  the  Redoubt,  turn  it.  At  this  time  a  body 
of  Russians  had  been  seen  moving  along  the  right  bank  in  the 
direction  of  Hsia-fang-shen,  but  the  general  trusted  to  the 
2nd  Division  to  deal  with  it.  This  strengthened  him  in  his 
decision  to  attack  from  the  west.  By  8.10  a.m.  the  24th 
Regiment  had  crossed  the  river  close  to  Hsing-lung-tien  in 
extended  formation  as  the  ice  was  thin,  and  occupied  that 
village,  meeting  no  enemy;  and  the  III./46th9  crossing  also 
lower  down,  was  on  its  left  under  cover  in  the  willows  west  of 
the  village.  Imamura  was  now  practically  joined  up  with 
Shimamura. 

Between  9  a.m.  and  10  a.m.  the  Russians  on  the  hilly  ground 
immediately  north  of  Hsing-lung-tien  showed  signs  of  retreat 
under  the  shelling  they  were  receiving  from  Shimamura's  field 
guns.  At  10  a.m.  the  24th  Regiment  at  Hsing-lung-tien  was 
reinforced  by  two  companies  from  the  brigade  reserve  and  six 
machine  guns.  All  this  time  the  5th  Company  of  the  46th  had 
been  exchanging  lire  with  the  occupants  of  the  Redoubt.  At 
10.30  a.m.  the  mist  had  almost  rolled  away  and  one  had  a  good 
view  of  the  enemy's  position,  l^e  rest  of  the  day  was  fine  and 
clear  without  wind.  The  Russian  guns  woke  up  again  from 
their  new  position  and  shelled  any  small  body  of  troops  that 
attempted  to  cross  the  river  near  Piao-tun.  Their  new  position 
did  not  admit  of  their  shelling  any  ground  further  down  stream, 
in  fact,  from  this  time  on  they  played  no  important  part  in  the 
action.  I  got  to  Hsing-lung-tien  at  11.45  a.m.,  just  as  the 
24th  and  the  3rd  Battalion  of  the  46th  advanced  from  the  line 
of  the  river  and  village  (Hsing-lung-tien)  against  the  hills,  as 
shown  on  the  map.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  III./46th  was  not 
actually  deployed  for  attack  &s  shown  on  the  map,  nor  were  the 
two  left  companies  of  the  24tb.  The  formation  of  each  company 
varied,  viz.,  columns  of  sections,  columns  of  files,  &c.  For  the 
last  three-quarters  of  an  hour  the  mountain  guns  had  been 
shelling  the  Redoubt  with  common  shell  and  shrapnel,  and 
during  the  advance  of  the  infantry  they  shelled  it  heavily. 
The  map  shows  the  advance  of  the  in&mtry,  the  5th  Company 
of  the  46th  standing  fast  and  keeping  up  a  hot  fire  on  the 
Redoubt.  The  firing  line  was  at  one  to  two  paces  interval 
The  supports  were  in  close  order,  but  in  single  rank.  The 
advancing  infantry  came  under  little  fire  from  the  high  ground 
immediately  in  front  of  them  but  the  Russians  in  the  Redoubt 
at  once  opened  fire  on  them  as  the  line  was  dealing  Hsing- 
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Intig.tien  and  pmcticiilly  eniiladed  it  At  ihis  the  thre^  ligbt 
oomimniiM  bronglit  up  their  left  shouMere  and  faced  the 
Bodoiabfc^  while  the  renmiiuler,  moving  very  rjapidly  without 
firing  a  shot,  reached  tlie  foot  of  tlie  Iiills  at  12  uoon.  There 
bttd  liaeii  49  casujihicg  before  reacliiiig  the  foot  of  the  hills, 
entirelv  from  the  fire  from  the  Eedoubt.  The  Russians  fell  back 
in  front  of  them  without  making  any  ntand. 

The  ground  between  Hfting  lung4ien  and  the  hill*«  is 
Absolutely  flat,  so  the  three  couipanies  of  the  24th  attacking  the 
Redoubt  suffered  consideniUy  and  niiide  rIow  progrcas*  The 
behaviour  of  the  Russians  in  the  Redoubt  was  most  notieeable. 
In  ipite  of  the  Japanese  mountain  gxinn,  whose  range  was 
perfect  and  whose  BfielJg  seemed  to  burnt  with  accunicy  and 
preeimop,  the«»o  men  ki^pt  on  Bring,  ducking  their  heads  to  the 
eommon  dhdl  and  shrapnel,  but  ulwa>s  bobbing  up  again.  Aa 
they  Imd  no  head^csover,  their  heads  were  clearly  seeu  hIkjvo  the 
parapet,  and  iwime  took  ito  notice  whatsoever  of  the  Japanese 
artillery  but  continued  to  fire  steadily.  At  12,15  p.ni,  a  part^^ 
of  fiuasiaiiH  huldsng  the  east  end  (B)  of  the  RedoubU  left  it  and 
eroisad  the  flat  ground  to  Hsja>fang>8hen.  Being  shelled  and 
receiving  rifle  fire  from  the  4Ctb  in  Piao-tun,  it  su Alfred 
seTerely.  By  12.45  pni.  the  24tli  Regiment  and  the  nL/46th 
hod  made  some  pn*greas  in  the  hills»  and  the  machine  guns 
a*ivancmg  from  Ilsing-lung-tien  had  got  into  position.  Thrte 
of  the  latter  were  turned  on  the  rear  of  the  Redoubt  and  three 
engttgeil  the  enemy  in  front.  At  12.50  p.m*,  whit©  fl^i 
appcyvred  alx>vo  the  parapet  of  the  liedoubt  *m  it^  we^t  side. 
At  this  moment  the  Japanese  firing  line  (of  the  three  companies) 
was  five  hundred  yartls  from  it.  From  11.45  until  a  few 
minnten  after  the  white  flags  were  hoisted,  the  mountain  gutia 
hail  heavily  shelled  the  Redoubt  with  Mhrapnel  and  oommon 
eheU,  but  the  trenchea  were  so  well  raiide  that  the  effect  on  the 
rifle  fire  from  it  was  not  as  great  as  one  would  have  ex|*ected 
On  TJaiting  the  trenchea  (A)  afterwards,  I  found  only  eight 

At  12,55  pjn»  a  body  of  about  45  Russiaoa,  having  apparently 
reconsidered  their  chances  of  escape,  ran  across  the  neck  (the 
fin*  position  of  the  Russian  guns  in  the  early  morning)  from 
A  to  B^  They  were  severely  shrupnelled,  but  I  found  ooly 
me  man  lying  def^d  on  visiting  the  j^pot  In  order  to  run  more 
quickly  they  bad  abandoned  everything,  ineUiding  rifles.  The 
surrender  was  due  to  tlje  fact  that  Japanese  rifle  fire  from  the 
west  and  the  three  machine  gimi*  prevented  their  retreat.  At 
1  p<tti.,  the  6r»t  Japanese  (about  balf-a-doxen  men)  reached 
the  trench e*i  (A)  and  accepted  the  surrender,  the  ItuHsians 
standing  up,  flinging  down  their  rifles  below  and  in  front  of  the 
parapet,  and  waving  shirt*  and  caps.  The  pri«Joner8  numl>ered 
112.  Acconling  to  the  prisoners,  the  Re^loubt  contained  two 
companies.  The  battalion  commander  surrendered  with  the 
others^ 

•    &e£94.  X 
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At  1.25  p.m.  the  mountain  gans  crossing  the  river  at  Kao- 
tun  were  shelled  by  the  Russian  guns,  but  suffered  no  loss.  At 
this  time  the  Russians  in  front  of  the  24th  and  IIL/46th  were 
still  resisting  stubbornly,  in  fact,  I  saw  in  some  places  that  the 
Japanese  infantry  was  obliged  to  withdraw  from  the  crests  it 
was  holding  and  temporarily  leave  the  machine  guns.  At 
1.40  p.m.  a  brigade  order  arrived  for  the  regiments,  which  read 
as  follows : — 

^^  Elnemy  has  gone  north-east.  The  brigade  will  advance 
towards  Ssu-shih-wa.*  The  24th  Regiment  will  protect 
the  right  flank  after  occupying  Ta-kou.t  The  46th 
Regiment  will  march  on  Ssu-shih-wa. 

It  must  be  mentioned  here,  that  as  soon  ^  the  Hun  River 
was  crossed  the  only  available  maps  were  very  bad.  On  this 
account,  there  was  great  difficulty  in  giving  orders.  At 
1.55  p.m.,  the  two  mountain  batteries  that  had  crossed  the 
river  had  got  into  position  close  to  the  Redoubt  and  had  opened 
fire.  There  was  no  reply  from  the  Russian  guns,  which  must 
have  retired.  Heavy  musketry  could  be  heard  in  tbe  direction 
of  the  47th  Regiment,  but  the  firing  was  slackening  in  front 
of  the  24th.  At  2.15  p.m.  rifle  fire  1^  almost  ceased  and  the 
action  was  practically  over. 

The  casualties  of  the  III./46th  were  80  officers  and  men. 
The  other  battalions  of  the  regiment  had  no  losses.  The  24th 
Regiment  lost  250  odd,  of  which  189  were  lost  by  the  three 
companies  attacking  the  Redoubt.  The  46th  Regiment  fired 
45,000  rounds  during  the  action.  The  three  mountain  batteries 
fired  1,050  rounds,  of  which  954  were  shrapnel.  The  Russian 
force  occupying  the  Redoubt  and  the  hills  east  of  it  was  one 
battalion.  At  4  p.m.  the  Imamura  Brigade  assembled  at  Hsia- 
tai  and  halted. 

At  about  3.30  p.m.  I  rode  from  Hsing-lung-tien  to  the 
Redoubt.  What  I  have  termed  the  Redoubt  was  really  a  work 
as  shown  on  the  map.  It  was  clear  at  once  why  the  white 
flag  had  been  hoisted.  In  rear  of  the  hill  on  which  the  trenches 
are  situated  is  a  plain  which  was  swept  by  fire  from  the 
Japanese  infantry  at  1,000  yards.  The  trenches  had  been 
excellently  made  for  men  standing,  apparently  months  before. 
No  doubt  it  was  very  convenient  for  the  soldiers  of  the  rear 
guard  to  find  such  good  entrenchments  ready  for  them  on 
arrival,  but  to  the  meanest  intelligence  among  them  the  thought 
must  have  occurred,  "  Our  generals  have  great  forethought,  but 
do  they  always  mean  us  to  retreat  ? "  The  trenches  at  A  and  B 
were  situated  fifty  feet  or  so  above  the  plain  in  front.  The 
highest  point  of  A  and  B  is  about  sixty-five  feet  above  the  plain. 
The  slope  to  the  front  is  considerably  steeper  than  the  sketch 
would  lead  one  to  understand.     The  trenches  between  A  and  B 
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>t  ooiitinaous,  and  ilie  only  way  of  retreat  the  occupants 
of  A  ooold  take,  was  to  the  rear,  Le.,  acrosft  the  open,  unless  they 
ehaie  to  ran  the  gauntlet  from  A  to  B  an(t  thence  to  Hsia-fang- 
dieil.  To  hold  A  after  the  enemy  had  ^t  a  footing  on  the  hiJla 
VNmi  and  north-west  of  it  eoulil  have  only  one  result,  and  one 
wondered  why  the  hattalion  commander  who  was  (^^her^  himself 
diil  not  retire  earlier.  Otherwise  the  p^Miition  at  A  and  B  was 
all  that  couhl  he  desired,  for  there  was  a  splendid  field  of  fire 
down  to  the  river  t^ed  and  river  itself^  and  also  on  hotli  flan k a. 
By  marks  made  hy  the  riflen  on  the  parapet,  the  enemy  Ijolding 
B  Deemett  to  have  |>aid  little  attention  to  the  Japanese  to  their 
fn>nt  in  the  willows,  but  to  ha\*e  confined  it  for  the  most  part 
io  obliiine  fire  on  the  three  csompanies  of  ih©  24th. 

In  regard  to  the  passage  of  the  rivers  the  ice,  thouglj  melting, 
was  still  strong  in  most  places,  and  crossing  wai  not  difficult. 
It  iM  true  that  the  Ruasians  broke  up  the  iee  close  to  the  right 
bank,  leaving,  except  in  one  place  Ixitween  Hsing-lung-tien  aud 
Piao-tun.  a  gap  five  feet  wide,  but  this  the  Japanese  bridged 
with  few*me  branches  and  pieces  of  wo<id.  All  borsms  were  obliged 
to  croHH  at  the  one  place  where  the  ice  was  not  braken  (near 
Pioo^tun),  and  although  it  wa^  under  the  tire  of  the  Rusaian 
gnna,  there  were  few  casualtlea  The  Russian  guna  could  r*nly 
goesa  the  whereabouts  of  the  crossing.  The  willows  on  the 
li^hl  bttnk  hid  it  fn*m  the  view  of  the  riflemen  at  A  and  B. 
Two  days  later  it  was  impossible  to  cross  the  river  on  the  ice — 
ati  example  of  how  well  the  Japanese  timed  Uie  operations, 
though  of  course  there  wae  in  thig  a  considerable  element  of 
luck. 

In  regartl  to  the  attack  of  the  mf0ntry»  it  seemed  at  the 
time  that  the  direct  attack  on  A  and  B  by  the  three  companies 
WSH  iinneceityivry  and  inadvisaljle,  Tliey  could  liave  beeo  iM^ttitr 
employcil  in  the  willow^i,  payiu;^  atWntion  to  A  and  B  from 
there  together  with  the  «Sth  Company  of  the  4Gth.  In  the 
maftntime  the  remainder  of  the  24th  and  the  IIL/4fith  might 
have  advanced  fniiu  a  point  west  of  Hsing-lung-tien  with  their 
regimeiit  leading  on  Kao*chia«wan,  ami  at  the  reijnired  moment 
have  brought  up  their  left  shoulders.  On  the  map  the  di^^tance 
between  the  east  comer  of  HHing-lung-tien  and  tho  trenches  at 
A  is  1,500  yards.  In  reality  it  was  not  more  than  1,200  yartls 
at  the  moHt.  Tlie  hilb  on  the  west  of  the  Hu-shan-pu  rtm<l  are 
drawn  too  close  to  it  and  Hsiug-Iung*tien  i  tliey  were  J  ,500  yards 
from  the  latter  point. 

MajOT'Omsral  8hvmamwra*8  F^twice.* — ^On  the  night  of  the 
li/lOth  March  tht*  47th  Regiment  had  bivouackefl  on  the  high 

md  north  of  Tai-yu-tsuii.t  The  briga^Je  orders  to  the 
ragtineiit  were  to  occupy  the  hilly  grouuii  cicae  tt)  Kao-chiii-wan 
m  UlO  morning  and  endeavour  to  clear  the  way  for  and  cover 
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the  advance  of  the  main  body  of  the  12th  Division.  At 
5.50  a.m.  on  the  10th  March  the  L/47th,  which  was  in  advance. 
met  a  section  of  the  enemy  in  Ta-tzu-pu,*  which  retired  on  Kao- 
chia-wan.  By  6.15  a.m.  the  Ist  Battalion  was  occupying  the 
high  ground  north-west  of  Kao-chia-wan.  At  6.40  a.m.  the 
mist  lifted  a  little  and  the  Beboubt  A  B  could  be  seen.  At 
7.30  a.m.  the  47th  was  ordered  by  Major-Qeneral  Shimaraura  to 
advance  and  attack  the  enemy  on  the  hills  north  and  east  of 
Kao-chia-wan.  In  accordance  with  their  orders,  the  1st  and 
2nd  Battalions  advanced  and  reached  the  foot  of  the  hills  at 
Eao-chia-wan  and  north  of  it  at  8  a.m.  At  8.50  a.in.  the  1st  and 
2Qd  Battalions  occupied  a  position  on  the  hills  north-west  of 
Kao-chia-wan  without  much  resistance.  One  battery  of  field 
artillery  opened  fire  at  8  a.m. — range  4,800  yards — covering  the 
advance  of  the  47th.  At  9  a.m.  the  regiment  pushed  on,  and  in 
spite  of  stubborn  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Russians,  who 
then  amounted  to  five  companies,  they  drove  them  east  and 
occupied  a  position  on  the  ridges  north-east  of  Elao-chia-wan. 
The  hottest  fighting  was  in  front  of  the  1st  Battalion.  At 
12.10  p.m.  another  field  battery  came  into  action  north-east  of 
Hsia-tai.  Firing  at  a  range  of  2,100  yards  it  assisted  the 
advance  of  the  47th  very  much.  The  14tii  Regiment  stood  fast 
throughout  the  action,  but  it  fumiHhed  one  company  to  protect 
the  left  of  this  battery.  Major-Oeneral  Shimamura's  position 
was  close  to  the  guns.  At  12.20  p.m.  the  III./46th  (Imamura) 
had  come  up  in  line  on  the  right  of  the  I./47th.  At  the  same 
time  the  JI./47th,  which  had  been  somewhat  in  rear,  came  up  on 
the  left  of  the  1st  Battalion.  A  few  minutes  later  the  advance 
was  again  ordered.  For  the  1st  Battalion  to  reach  the  enemy 
meant  descending  into  a  hollow  and  ascending  the  far  side.  The 
width  across  the  gully  was  about  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
yards.  The  1st  Company  stood  fast,  and,  until  the  other  three 
descending  into  the  gully  had  reached  the  foot  of  the  enemy's 
slope,  kept  up  as  hot  a  fire  as  possible,  alter  which  it  moved  on 
also.  The  enemy  made  a  stout  resistance  all  along  the  line,  but 
beginning  to  waver  in  front  of  the  2nd  Battalion  at  1.30  p.m., 
had  all  retired  to  the  north-east  by  2.10  p.m.  From  9  a.m.  until 
2  p.m.  the  I./47th  lost  150  men,  including  its  commander,  who 
died  of  his  wounds  on  the  18th  March. 

During  the  action  the  closest  range  at  which  the  adversaries 
fought  was  200  yards.  The  Russians  lost  heavily,  for  there 
were  50  dead  in  front  of  the  3rd  Company  alone.  The  mark  C 
on  the  map  represents  a  counter-attack  on  the  left  of  the  Ist 
Battalion  shortly  after  noon,  taking  advantage  of  the  fact 
that  the  2nd  Battalion  had  not  quite  got  up  in  line.  It  was 
frustrated  by  the  7th  Company.  The  2nd  Battalion  lost  12 
killed  and  23  wounded.  It  fired  31,323  rounds  of  small  arm 
ammunition.     The  enemy  left  200  dead  in  front  of  it     The  1st 
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BatLalion  fired  64,822  rounds,  and  had  750  men  in  action.  Its 
U^ial  lo6tte»  on  tlii?  day  were  265  (including  five  otRcerj^,  uf  whom 
Iwo  diod  of  their  wounds).  Out  of  the  total,  52  men  were 
kilted.  The  totiil  casualties  of  the  12th  Division  were  about  500* 
The  RujisiainH  left  tlie  mime  number  de  id,  i^ud  took  away  their 
woundt^l  Hfdmamura  camped  in  and  ai>out  Hu-J^han-pu*  (E  3/4) 
for  the  night.  Among  the  enemy  s  troops  wertj  men  of  the 
1st  Silieriaii  Uesenre  Division  atid  lat  Hil^erian  Sharpshooters* 
Division.  Th«  force  opposing  the  47th  atnouuted  to  about  three 
battalions.  An  mentioned  before,  the  2nd  Division  io  the  mean- 
ttmi?  attacked  tlie  Rnjiei&ns  on  the  hills  on  %\iq  north  bank  of 
the  Hun  Uo  between  Wan-pu-chieh  ;  E  4  north)  and  Fu-i^hun, 
who  eommeneed  to  retreat  about  3  p.m. 

I  bog  to  point  out  her^  what  an  immense  advantage  it  would 
have  been  to  the  Japanese  had  th^y  had  some  cavalry  and  horse 
artillery  thifi  day.  Had  their  cuvalry  ctjnBisted  of  one  regtinent 
only  it  could  have  threatened  the  enemy  h  retreat  vid  Lien- 
too-wan.  Had  it  cansifited  of  a  brigade,  its  opportunities  mu^t 
have  been  great  if  it  luid  pushed  on  northwards  at  dawn. 

DiviHionril  Head -Quarters  camped  for  the  night  at  Ta^kou 
and  Uu-shan-kou— villages  a  milo  apart  afid  a  few  miles  eouth- 
wal  of  Uu*6han*pu  (E  3/4)*  They  ajre  not  marked  on 
the  map. 

The  divisional  orders  for  this  day  were  an  follow*! :— t  lltk  H 

**  The  divinion  will  lulvanoe  to  the  line  WiUig-ehia-ho-tzu — 
Yao-pu,  niarcfLiugin  twoculuuins  (aa  on  the  9th  March),  in 
onler  to  cut  off  the  enemy  retreating  by  the  main  road  U> 
Tieh-ling  and  the  west  of  it  The  Left  Column  will  wtJirt 
from  Hn-^han-(iu  at  7  a*m.  and  march  to  Yao-pu  t^ii 
Pu-hui*erh-chia,  Liun-hua-paf»,  ajid  Chu*lu*fu-yin*  The 
Kiglit  Column  will  ^tart  from  Hu-shan-pu  at  7,30  am* 
and  march  to  Wang-clua-ho-tsu  tmi  81iih-lai  and  Wang- 
kuan-tai*  The  duty  of  the  latter  is  to  watch  the  right 
dank  of  the  division,  and  aba  patn>l  towatxls  Yi-Iu  (D  8) 
(on  Uie  nuuu  Mukden — ^Tieh-ling  nmil).  The  divisional 
reserves  will  parade  at  Pen-chia-tunt  and  follow  the  Left 
Column.'* 

It  IS  to  be  regretted  that  some  of  the  villages  mentioned 
eannot  be  located  on  any  map  correctly.  On  that  account  I  have 
omitted  to  put  them  in  the  sketch.  As  we  marched,  it  was 
always  uncertain  where  a  village  wa»,  or  whether  it  even  existed 
at  alt  It  was  therefore  difficult  for  columns  to  adhere  fitrictly 
to  orders. 

This  day  the  Awaibara  Brigade  rejoined  the  diviaion  and 
beoame  ita  reserve.    The  IIL/4ath  n*joinad  its  regiment 


^  Sm  Map  $L  f  8^  Bquart  D  3,  Map  6L 
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From  the  above  orders  it  will  be  seen  that  the  diviaioti  was 
"switched  off"  from  the  Russians  whom  it  had  severely  handled 
to  deal  with  others  who  were  problematical.  Meanwhile  its 
enemy  of  the  10th  had  fallen  back  and  gone  to  swell  the 
already  large  number  opposing  the  2nd  Division.  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  give  the  official  reason  for  this  later  on. 

In  accordance  with  orders,  the  right  colunm  started  at 
7.30  a.m.,  marching  to  Shih-tai,  where  it  received  fresh  orders  to 
push  on  to  a  point  2J  miles  east  of  Yi-lu.  The  cavalry  patrols 
reported  Russians  at  Yi-lu,  but  could  not  ascertain  their 
strength.  At  3.30  p.m.  Imamura  reached  San-chia-tzn  (D  3 
east)  and  came  up  with  two  companies  of  Russians  deployed 
north  of  it.  From  5  p.m.  until  sunset  he  pressed  them  north 
and  halted  at  a  place  north-east  by  east  of  Yi-lu.  Shimamura 
at  9  a.m.  passed  through  Mu-shan-tun,*  where  I  joined  him. 
Divisional  Head-Quarters  had  already  arrived  at  this  village, 
having  been  fired  at  on  the  way  by  a  Cossack  patrol  which  tiie 
escort  drove  off  to  the  north-west.  At  10  a.m.  the  left  column 
passed  Hung-lo-tzu.*  Five  minutes  fiifterwards  about  thirty 
Russians  with  a  white  flag  joined  the  column  from  the  west 
These  men  were  escorted  by  two  footsore  privates  and  one 
wounded  private  of  the  Guard  who  had  lost  their  way.  The 
Russians  had  met  them  in  the  hills  and  surrendered  to  them.  One 
and  a  half  miles  from  Hung-lo-tzu,*  the  column  entered  abruptly 
the  great  Mukden  Plain.  Here  it  was  most  difficult  to  get  a  view 
of  anything,  the  dust  being  80  great,  but  Japanese  columns  could 
be  seen  moving  in  various  directiona  At  the  foot  of  the  hills  in 
the  village  of  Lien-hua-pao  (D  3  s.E.)  was  halted  a  regiment  of 
the  Umezawa  Brigade.  At  noon  the  left  column  reach^  Ha-wa- 
chieh-tzu,  1^  miles  north-east  of  Pu-ho,  and  baited.  Information 
now  arrived  that  the  Guard  Division  had  got  to  Pu-ho  (D  S 
S.E.)  during  the  night  (lOth/llth).  After  the  men*s  dinners, 
the  column  by  order  of  lieut-General  Inouye  moved  on,  and 
reaching  the  main  Mukden-Tieh-ling  road  at  3  p.m.,  advanced 
along  it  north.  At  this  point  Major-General  Shimamura,  not 
getting  touch  with  the  Guard  Division  which  was  supposed  to 
be  on  bis  left,  sent  out  a  battalion  as  left  flank  guard.  At 
5.20  p.m.  Yao-pu  (D  3  east)  on  the  main  road  was  reached. 
The  last  of  the  Russians  had  passed  this  place  at  noon  and  were 
reported  to  be  at  Yi-lu,  5  miles  north  of  Yao-pu.  From  local 
Chinamen  I  ascertained  that  no  Russian  wounded  bad  at  any 
time  during  the  fighting  passed  along  the  high  road,  and  that 
the  first  body  of  uie  enemy  that  pa^ed  the  village  in  retreat 
did  20  miles  on  the  night  of  the  7th/8th  Mai-ch.  Without 
halting  at  Yao-pu,  the  left  column  moved  on  and  came  up  with 
the  enemy  at  Yi-lu.  The  Russians  took  up  two  positions,  one 
south  and  one  north  of  the  village.  The  Russian  strength  was 
about  six  battalions  with  Cossacks  and  mountain  guns.    They 
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held  %  ridge  BoutK  of  tlie  village  with  one  baitalioOj  but  on 
ihr  Jiijuinese  fieM  guns  opening  on  them  and  two  battalions 
dealoi'ing,  they  retired  on  a  ridge  immediately  north  of  the 
village.  The  Kusisian  gvins  opened,  but  could  not  reach  the 
JaftfUiCise  artillery.  A  liatfcery  at  once  galloped  on,  and  coming 
into  position  on  the  ridge  just  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  b helled 
ihttto.  ootnaieocing  at  2,000  yards,  as  they  retired  The  other 
two  batteries  shortly  afterwards  came  into  position  also.  The 
Rilsfiiau8  hardly  stopped  on  the  ridge  norlii  of  Yi^lu,  but  in 
the  twilight  retired  north  amid  columns  of  dust  The  Japanese 
inffmtry  in  the  meantime^  without  much  firing,  pressed  on 
through  the  village  and  occupied  the  ridge  on  the  far  sidev 
Hero  was  the  outpost  line  for  the  night.  Tho  Ruaniaos  left  20 
dead.  Tli<^  Japaue^ie  cu8ualties  were  10  killed  and  wounded  in 
tbu  Tiliaga  Aa  Major-General  ShirnamurH  liad  just  entered 
Ike  village  and  waa  riding  along  the  main  street,  about  ten 
Coflsack^  came  out  of  a  side  laiie  and.  making  no  reply  to  the 
question,  "  Who  are  you/'  wore  chnrged  by  Uie  generals  escort. 
Two  were  cut  down  and  two  captureil.  The  subaltern  cut 
ihixiugh  a  Cos4«ack's  wrist  with  hia  Bword,  The  column  took  up 
ita  <juartt*rs  in  Yi~lu  for  the  night  Divisional  Head-Quarters 
aiid  Uie  reserve  (Awailiara)  halteil  at  Yao-pu. 

The  division  <Hd  not  advance  on  the  12th  March,  The  right  I2t]i 
column  Bent  out  a  lurct^  {two  bkUalionB  4<jtb  tU*giioent,  two 
aquadrons  and  one  l»atta1ion)  to  reconnoitro  towards  Chen- 
ehie»-hu-tun  (E  3  north-west)*  The  liu^^iiuis  ware  seen  to  l^o 
on  the  hills  round  the  village,  but  they  withdrew  as  the  Japanese 
approaehud,  Tho  [orc*^  camijod  cloim  to  Cheu-cliieu-hu-tun  for 
the  night.  All  thi»  day  small  bodies  of  Japjmcso  seoured  the 
country  lyiug  south  of  the  divifiiou  for  Bu9«ian  itigitives  who 
wer^  hidmg  iu  the  hills,  nullahs,  and  villages.  An  orderly 
britigiiig  a  mes8age  for  the  12ch  Division  waa  dred  at  out  of 
Uteod  villages  on  hts  way* 

The  situation  of  the  Fimt  Army  on  the  IStli  March  was  as  iStli 
follows;— Oq  the  right  of  the  Isith  Divigion  was  the  2Dd 
DiviatoQ^  On  the  left  of  tlie  12th  Division  was  the  Urnezawa 
Brigade,  which  for  tlie  hii^t  two  days  had  been  acting  with  the 
Uuani,  The  latter  division  was  in  rear  of  the  I2th  Division. 
Tlnj  successful  action  fought  by  the  12th  Division  at  Hsiug-lung- 
tien  had  ena\»IiH]  the  2jid  Division  to  cross  the  Hun  Ho*  This 
morning  the  right  column  moved  in  a  north-east  direction  from 
Wang-chia^ho-tzu  (D  3  e^ist)  and  took  up  u  line  on  the  range 
of  hills  oast  of  Chen-chien-hu-tun  and  north  of  Hsiao-ho-pu* 
and  8hih-fu-ho-tzii,*  joining  up  with  the  detachment  that  had 
it*coniioiired  the  day  before.  ^J'he  column  did  not  come  in  actual 
oontaet  mth  the  enemy,  whose  rimr  parties  remained  in  and 
about  Ku-kuan^tun  (B  2  north  of  the  Fan  Ho)  until  sun^t.  , 


*  Not  oa  mm,    lie  pontion  can  be  juTeired  from  the  hlodci  ihawmg 
tba  potitioii  ot  tue  troope. 
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The  greater  part  of  the  column  camped  in  and  about  Shih-fu- 
ho-tzu*  tor  the  night. 

The  left  column  left  Ti-lu,  and  passing  through  Ma-liu-shan 
(D  3  east)  occupied  the  range  of  hills  north  of  Chen-chien-hu- 
tun  with  its  main  body  in  that  viUage.  No  enemy  were  met 
with.  Divisional  Head-Quarters  left  Yao-pu  at  10  a.m.,  and 
marching  north-east  passed  Waug-chia-ho-tzu  at  12.15  p.nL  and 
Eu-chia-tzu  (D  3  east)  at  1.30  p.m.  The  last  body  of  the  enemy 
in  retreat  passed  Eu-chia-tzu  at  3  p.m.  on  the  lltk  From  Yao- 
pu  the  division  entered  very  hilly  country  again.  In  the  places 
between  Yao-pu  and  Ku-chia-tzu  there  are  small  diggings  for 
surface  coal.  Divisional  Head-Quarters  camped  in  the  villages 
of  Ta-yaof  and  Ku-chia-tzu  for  the  night 

The  enemy's  position  this  day  was  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Fan  Ho^  on  a  range  of  hills  immediately  north  of  it  from  a 
point  north  of  Ku-kuan-tun  to  a  point  north  of  Chang-chia- 
lou-tzu.  £y  taking  up  this  line  on  the  Fan  Ho,  the  various 
Russian  rear  guards  were  for  the  first  time  able  to  pull  tliem- 
selves  together  and  offer  a  united  fi-oiit  to  the  pursuit,  for  their 
line  on  the  Fan  Ho  was  an  extremely  strong  one.  The  2nd 
Division  reached  the  neighbourhood  of  Pao-chia-tun*  and  then 
faced  the  heights  north  of  Chang-chia-lou-tzu.  By  the  evening 
the  Umezawa  Brigade  reached  Fan-chia-tun  (E/F  3/2)  where 
it  faced  the  enemy.  Part  of  the  Fourth  Army  had  reached 
Shen-tai-tzu  (D  3  N.E.). 

The  order  to  the  brigades  for  the  14th  March]:  was  to  stand 
fast  and  watch  the  enemy  closely.  They  were  to  be  ready  to 
attack  if  the  opportunity  occurred.  Shimamura's  guns  (eight) 
opened  at  7.15  a.m.  The  sketch§  shows  the  positions  occupied. 
The  enemy's  guns,  one  battery  divided  into  three  portions  (from 
right  to  left  two,  two  and  four  guns),  replied.  Firing  died 
away  towards  10  a.m.,  and  there  was  no  advance  made  by  the 
division  during  the  day.  Nor  did  the  Umezawa  Brigade  on 
the  left  advance,  but  its  artillery  shelled  and  was  shelled  by 
the  enemy's  from  time  to  time.  All  day  bodies  of  Russian 
infantry  could  be  seen  moving  to  and  fro  oh  the  plain  north  of 
the  Umezawa  Brigade.  This  plain  stretches  for  miles  to  the 
west,  up  to  the  Liao  River  and  beyond.  On  the  line  just  north 
of  the  Fan  Ho  a  long  train,  probably  a  Red  Cross  train,  was 
standing.  The  Russian  infantry  could  be  seen  busily  entrench- 
ing themselves  on  the  flat  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Fan  Ho, 
opposite  Umezawa.  At  5  p.m.  columns  of  Russian  infantry  and 
transport  were  seen  retiring  from  the  various  villages  on  the 

*  Not  OQ  map.  Its  position  can  be  inferred  fh>m  the  blocks  showing 
the  position  of  the  troops. 

t  2  miles  south-west  of  Chen-chien-hn-tnn. 

1  See  squares  E  3  and  E  2,  Map  61. 

§  Not  reproduced.  It  showed  a  Russian  line  north  of  the  Fan  Ho  and 
the  Japanese  force  drawn  up  on  a  ridge  just  north  of  Chang-chien-hu-tun, 
the  right  opposite  Ku-kuan-tnn,  the  left  outside  the  high  road.  One 
battery  in  centre  and  one  on  right  in  aotioiL 
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plAin  iti  a  Doriherly  di nation.  It  eeemed  as  if  the  Riiauians 
mieniled  to  retreat,  but  at  nightfall  they  were  atiU  holdiDg 
their  [wxHitions.  At  5.30  p.iiu  Imumura  sent  forward  one  uud  a 
h*lf  imttiilioti^  to  a  Hdgc  in  front,  opposite  Ka-kuau-tun.  Late 
in  the  day  the  Uniezawa  Brigade  aod  the  2nd  Diviaioo  came 
op  in  line  with  Uie  1 2th  Division  on  the  left  and  right  respec- 
tively* It  was  shortly  after  midday  that  part  of  the  *2nd 
Uivimoa  captured  a  portion  of  the  Russian  position  north  of 
Chjuig-chia-lou-tzu.  On  asking  a  stall"  officer  of  the  12th 
Diviaioii  afterwards  why  the  diviidon  did  not  attack  on  this 
day,  be  said,   "  It  was  determined  to  concentrate  the  Aiiny  J 

for  attack  at  certain  places  sueh  as  Chen-chieu-hu-tun  and  ^m 
cilsowhere.  The  2nd  Division  was  unable  to  eoncentrato  at  the  ^M 
place  order^/'     The  12th  Division  camped  at  Ta-yao,  two  miles  \ 

aouth-we^t  of  Chen-chien-hu-tun.  -  I 

Before  dawn  on  the  15th  March  the  Russians  had  abandoned  XBik 
their  position  on  the  Fao  llo,  and  blowing  up  the  railway  bridge, 
had  fallen   Imck  on  Tieh-ling,     There,  it  wan  soon  known,  t^iat 
thtiy   wt^re    hoUling  a  strong    position.      At    dawn    the    12th 
Division  occupied  the  hills  iiiiuiediately  north  of  the  river  just 
evacuated  by  the  etieniy.     No   further  advance  was  made  this 
day.     In  the  afternoon  Jroni  th©  new  Japanese  line  tlie  Russian 
stores  and  cantonmeut  at  Tieh*ling  could  be  mvu  in   fiames. 
At  4  p.m.,  after  crossing  the  Fan  Hu  with  mine  difficulty,  as  the 
ice  was  melting  rapidly,  I  watched  the  Umezawa  Brigade  on 
the  plain  marctiing  in  three  columns*  parallel  to  the  railway 
iDwartl§  Tieh-ling.     The  plain  is  very  flat  and  devoid  of  cover, 
except  that  allbrded  by  villages.     At  4,15  p.tu.  a  Russian  battery 
to  the  we^t,  cuvcrmg  the   retreat  of  at  least  a  regime  ot  which 
was  making  for  a  bridge  of  boats  over  the  Liao  we^t  of  Tieli- 
ling,  opentid  on  the  left  flank  guard.     The  range  was  slightly 
over  2,000  yarJ«,     The  two  battalions  with  their  tirst  line  pack- 
borm^s  took  cover  at  once  l»ehind  tiie  railway  embankment  which 
ia  about  eight  to  ten  feet  high,  and  halted.     On  this  the  battery 
turned  its  idirapnel  on  the  main  body  which  had  just  [mssed 
the  village  of  Liau-liai-tun.     After  momentary  liesitatiun»  the 
main   body  (niarching  in  close  or^ler   in   column)  clianged  its 
course  to  the  right  lor  about  throe-quarters  of  a  mile  to  got 
cover  tn   some   undulating  ground   at    the   foot  of   the    hills 
bordvriti*;  the  plain.     There  was  a  certain  amount  of  confusion      J 
for  a  ccjuple  of  minutes  or  so,  especially  among  the  pack  animals^      1 
Imt  after  that^  each  company,   acting    under  iti*  commander, 
rapidly  moved  to  the  right  in  whatever  formation  he  ordered,      ■ 
The  battery  shdled  for  twenty  minutes,  the  Japanese  losing      I 
only  10  inen,  bub  some  |iack  animak  wem  also  lost     The  guns     I 
of  the  brigado  did  not  come  intf>  action,  nor  could  I  see  them     I 
anywhere*     Apparently  bad  scouting  and  lack  of  cover  were     I 
the  reason  why  a  battery  was  able  to  put  a  stop  to  the  advance      * 

*  &k«t43h  not  roprodnced.    It  showed  »  main  body  ^ith  two  batt&liotiB 
kit  tiLfUik  guard  and  one  baitatiou  right  Iknk  gaard. 
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of  a  brigade.*  At  4.30  p.m.  another  Russian  battery  opened 
from  a  hill  east  of  Tieh-ling  city,  but  without  effect  The 
IIL/47th  (Shimaraura)  occupied  Liao-hai-tun  as  soon  as  the 
Umezawa  Brigade  had  passed  that  village.  In  the  meantime 
the  strong  north-west  wind  gi-eatly  assisted  the  conOagration 
in  the  Russian  cantonment,  carrjdng  the  smoke  over  the  tower, 
so  that  it  seemed  as  if  Tieh-ling  itself  was  burning.  This 
burning  of  stores  foretold  to  a  certainty  that  a  fnrther  retreat 
of  the  Russians  was  imminent.  The  Shimamura  Brigade 
camped  this  night  at  Eu-kuan-tun  and  villages  sonth-west  of 
it,  the  above-mentioned  battalions  remaining  at  Liao-hai-tun. 
Head-Quarters  camped  at  Chen-chien-hu-tun. 

The  divisional  orders  issued  this  evening  were  as  follows : — 
**  The  2nd  Division  being  on  the  right,  and  the  Umezawa 
Brigade  being  on  the  left,  the  12th  Division  will  take 
the  main  road.  The  Imamura  Brigade  will  be  the 
main  body  and  the  Shimamura  Brigade  the  advanced 
guard." 

ih  Mar.  At  1  am.  on  the  16th  Id  arch  an  officer's  patrol  of  the  Ta-lu 
Army  entered  Tieh-ling,  followed  an  hour  later  by  a  company 
of  the  14th  Regiment  which  had  been  sent  on  ahead  by  Major- 
General  Shimamura.  Shortly  afterwards  the  Umezawa  Brigade 
entered  by  different  gates.  Divisional  Head-Quarters  left  Chen- 
chien-hu-tun  at  5  a.m.  and  rode  to  Hsin-tun  (E  2  s.w.),  there 
joining  the  main  road.  The  Shimamura  Brigade  in  advance 
joined  the  main  road  at  Liao-hai-tun,  and  manmed  to  Tieh-ling. 
As  the  ice  would  not  bear,  the  field  guns  had  to  march  vid 
E[sin-tun.  The  Imamura  Brigade  left  its  position  before 
dawn,  and  concentrated  at  Liao-hai-tun  at  8  o'clock.  Thence  it 
moved  on  Tieh-ling.  Leaving  head-quarters  at  Hsin-tun,  I  rode 
over  to  the  railway  bridge.  I  had  seen  through  my  glasses  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  14th  a  party  of  Russians  collect  at  the  foot 
of  one  of  the  centre  piers.  It  was  therefore  the  more  surprising 
that  the  piers  were  still  untouched  and  sound.  The  bridge  is  a 
girder  one,  with  two  piers  in  the  river  bed.  The  enemy  had 
blown  up  the  roadway  between  these  piers  and  nothing  more. 
The  ends  of  the  broken  girders  were  lying  on  the  river  bed. 
Repairs  seemed  to  me  by  no  means  difficult,  nor  should  they  be 
a  lengthy  process.  The  banks  of  the  Fan  Ho  at  the  bridge  are 
higher  than  is  usually  the  case  with  a  Manchurian  river  flowing 
through  a  plain,  i.e.,  about  eight  feet  high.  At  its  deepest  part 
the  river  was  not  more  than  three  feet,  but  of  course  after  rain 
it  must  often  be  double  that  depth.  There  were  so  many 
bridges  to  blow  up  between  Mukden  and  the  Sungari,  that  no 
doubt  the  Russians  were  economical  of  their  dynamite. 

I  reached  Tieh-ling  at  10  a.m.,  and  found  that  the  Shima- 
mura Brigade  had  already  arrived,  and  was  halted  outside  the 
north-east  gate  of  the  town.  A  hurried  look  at  the  Russian 
entrenchments  immediately  south  of  the  town  was  all  there 

*  Again  the  paucity  of  oavalry.— J.B.J. 
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time  (or.  They  wem  similur  to,  but  not  aaeiroog  lis,  those 
Umtiodiatcly  muth  of  Liaoyang^  sod  incliiJeJ  ooc  or  two  small 
redonbta*  Japanese  officert*  told  me  the  frontage  of  the 
Tkh4irig  t>OHition  was  too  small  ft>r  the  RuaaiaiiB  to  hold 
ftfjuinst  tlieir  forces  advaneing  on  a  wkle  front  The  canton- 
ment was  still  burning,  but  by  no  meaoH  had  all  the  honsesi 
been  set  on  fire.  The  general  appearance  and  size  of  the  city 
waa  similar  to  that  of  Liao-yang.  It  was  untouched,  and  the 
only  aigii  of  tlie  pre.^nc*e  of  the  Rusj^ians  was  a  battery  on  the 
bills  U)  the  north,  which  once  a  minute  sent  a  shell  into  the 
mntotitneni 

As  mentioned  before,  Imamnra  reached  Liao-hai-tun  at 
8  a.tn*  As  up  t<»  now  Tieh-ling  had  been  the  objective  of  the 
12th  find  2nd  Divisions,  the  Uinezawa  Brigade,  and  tho  10th 
Dirbion  (Fourth  Army),  a  certain  amount  of  confusion  was  to 
be  expected  on  their  arrival,  and  it  was  thought  that  there 
would  probably  be  some  trouble  in  each  division  getting  its 
auppliea.  Tills  would  tend  towards  delaying  the  pursuit  The 
ISth  Division,  however,  had  still  four  days*  food,  and  could 
thepefotie  proceed  at  once,  avoiding  the  confusion  tbat  might 
arise  in  a  campaniti%'e]y  speaking  small  town,  Lieut-General 
Inouye  tlierefore  determined  to  press  on  towards  Kat-yuan 
(F  1),  and  gave  orders  to  that  effect  on  arrival  at  Liao-hai*tun, 
I  mam  Ufa  left  that  place  for  Tie  h- ling  at  8.30  a,  m.  The  objective 
oS  the  tli vision  was  Chnug*ku,  On  Imamuni  leaving  Liao-hai*- 
tun,  the  24 til  Regiment  one  troop,  one  mountain  battery,  and 
OHO  ocnnpiuiy  of  engineers  were  sent  to  tlie  east  as  right  flank 
gttard«  They  moved  by  a  road  more  or  le-^a  parallel  to  and  eaai 
of  the  main  road-  The  movements  of  this  loi'ce  are  descriWl 
further  on*  At  IL3()  a,ro,,  Imamnra  reached  the  north-east 
nide  of  Tich*ling,  and  was  ordered,  a^  soon  a8  the  men  had  their 
food,  to  take  the  4t5th  Regiment,  two  batteries  of  mountain 
artillery,  one  company  of  engineers,  and  some  of  the  medical 
eorpA.  to  atlvanee  along  the  banks  of  the  Liao  iks  far  ai»  Uei- 
ehiii*tun  (E  I)  and  to  (X*ciipy  tlie  hills  north-west  of  it,  i.«,,  a 
ridge  running  parallel  to  a  line  drawn  from  Chung-kn  to  Hei- 
tichia-tun*      The  movements  of  Iniamura's  force   are   desertlned 

iiiher  on. 

The  Advanred  Guard  {Skim^mura}  at  Chun4^-hi* — ^ After 
a  halt  at  Tioh-ling  for  the  men  to  eat  their  midday  meal, 
Shimamura,  sending  out  one  battalion  uf  the  14tli  liegiment  as 
left  flank  guard,  advanced  along  the  main  road  to  Kai-yuan. 
Uis  advanced  guanl  reaehed  Sao-tao*pu  (E  1/2),  at  3  p.m.     Aa 

rill  b«  seen  fnrtht^r  on,  ttiat  the  left  flank  guard  wah  withdimwa 

aouQ  as  Imamura  came  up  and  relieved  it     Following  in 

of  Shimamura,  at  a  distance  of  two  miles  or  mcre^  the 

Kvisional  Head -Quarters  marched  with  the  Awaibara  Brigade^- 
re^erre.     When  Hbimamura  rode  into  San-tao-pu,  he  found 

lie  bead  of  tlic  cohimn   halted  at  the  north-east    end  of  the 


^  S^  iqiiaro  E  1,  Map  ^L 
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vi]ld^9  and  about  two  companies  of  Russian  infantry  oonld  be 
cleany  seen  on  a  gentle  slope  on  the  east  of  the  main  road  cloee 
to  Chung-ku.  The  range  from  the  end  of  the  village  to  the 
Russians  was  between  3,000  and  4,000  yarda  The  greater  part 
of  them  were  not  on  the  sky  line,  but  in  full  view,  slightly  down 
the  face  of  the  slope.  They  were  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  and  I 
imagined  that  they  must  be  entrenching,  but  such  was  not  the 
case,  as  I  discovered  on  visiting  the  spot  next  morning.  This 
extraordinary  procedure  must  have  been  by  way  of  blnS 
There  was  no  sign  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  The  general  sent 
back  at  once  for  the  guns,  one  battery  of  which  arriving  first 
came  into  action  and  opened  fire  at  3.15  p.m.  in  a  compound  on 
the  east  of  the  road.  These  guns  fired  over  the  compound  wall 
(seven  feet  high),  standing  back  from  it.  A  slight  mirage  pre- 
vented the  range  from  being  quickly  ascertained,  and  the  guns 
fired  short.  The  two  Russian  companies  appeared  to  take 
matters  very  easily  at  first,  but  in  about  ten  minutes  they 
began  to  retire  very  deliberately  by  the  road.  At  3.25  p.m.  a 
Russian  half  battery  replied  from  a  position  in  rear  of  Chung-ku, 
which  was  never  located  during  the  action.  The  accuracy  of 
the  first  Japanese  battery  increasing,  and  another  having 
arrived  and  opened  on  the  flat  to  the  left  of  the  road,  the 
movements  of  the  Russian  infantry  became  more  hurried,  and  it 
quickly  disappeared  over  the  rise,  leaving,  as  I  saw  next  morn- 
ing, only  five  dead.  At  3.40  p.m.  the  third  battery  came  up, 
and  opened  fire  from  behind  a  compound  wall.  At  the  same 
time  the  infantry  (47th  Regiment)  advanced  from  the  east  side 
of  the  village.    The  foUowing  was  their  formation  : — 
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1  company. 


1st  Battalion  (on  the  right  of 
road). 


3  companies. 
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2nd  Battalion  (on  the  lefk  of 
road). 


Reserve  (remaining  company  of 
2nd  Battalion  200  yarda  in 
rear  of  1st  Battalion). 


The  first  line  was  at   one  pace  interval.     Meanwhile  the 
artillery  duel  continued,  which  must  have  been  more  unpleasant 
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for  the  Ruasian  iBfantry  m  Chtmg-ku  than  for  the  Ruasiun 
|;f;tiD«,  as  the  Japaneae  artillery  searched  the  village  thorotiglily. 

At  4  jMii.  the  Russian  guns  were  shelUug  weasionally,  at 

Did  tune  the  Japanese  right  and  centre  batteries,  at  another 

tim^  %hm  infantry,  but  with  little  effect.     The  advance  of  the 

41th  RegimeBt  was  very  alow,  for  it  was  waiting  for  the  14th 

kto  come  up  on  Ob  right,  along  and  among  the  hills  tioat  of  the 

road. 

At  4.25  p,m.  the  second  and  third  lines  of  the  I. /47th  were 
hugging  the  hilln  close  by  to  avoid  the  enemy's  shells*  The 
'#i]iiadron,  in  advance  of  the  14th,  in  the  meantime  had  seized 
nn  excellent  oli6«*rvation  post  in  the  liills  frum  which  to  oliserve 
the  ruemy's  movements*  It  also  kept  touch  with  the  24th 
I  Regiment.  One  of  its  advanced  patrols  could  be  seen  clearly 
fmra  SaO'tao-pu,  dismounted  and  takir>g  cover  moiit  care- 
fully. 

At  4.30  p.tn,  the  Russian  guns  shelled  the  advancing  infatitry 
moving  *jlowly  with  frequent  halts. 

At  4J0  p.ra*  the  14th  Regiment  was  moving  forward  among 
the  hills  and  somewhat  In  advance  of  the  47th,  The  1 4th  waH 
never  fired  on  by  the  Russian  guns  througliout  the  action. 

At  5,15  p  in.  brisk  rifle  fire  broke  out  on  the  we^^t  front  of 
Chung-ku,  when  the  6th  and  7th  Companies  of  the  47th  were 
in  action*  On  this  the  Jupatiese  guns  commenced  to  ehell  tlife 
village  rapidly^  using  salvoes  by  batteries  and  half  battt^rit-s 
Tlib  Iast<*il  for  over  two  minuLeti.  Up  to  that  time  I  had  never 
before  heanJ  Japanese  guns  fire  so  rapidly*  As  sxin  ob  it  was 
over,  the  enemy  a  guns  which  had  been  silent  (per  ha  pa  owing  to 
the  immense  clouds  of  smoke  and  dust  that  rose  from  the  village 
and  obscured  the  view)  opened  again  on  the  infantry* 

At  6  p.m.  the  14th  Hcgiment  began  to  bring  up  its  right 
shoulder,  it:^  right  companies  coming  down  the  sh>pe8  of  the 
hills  towards  the  crest  of  the  rise  c^n  which  the  two  Human 
oonipaniea  had  origimiUy  been  seen.  About  the  Fame  time  the 
47th  entered  Chung-ku  and  was  firing  heaviJy  on  the  now 
rr treating  enemy. 

At  6J5  p.m*  the  IIL/47th  left  San-tao-pu  and  advanced 
iipidly  on  Chung-ku* 

A I  6.50  p,m*  (just  as  it  was  getting  dark)  musketry  had 
diefl  away,  but  the  enemy's  guns  were  firing  for  a  few  minute« 
frotn  a  new  ]iosition  north  of  Chung-ku*  Miijor-Gonei^I 
Shimamura  had  alrea^ly  proceeded  with  two  batteries  to  that 
village  where  the  po^itk^ui  for  the  night  is  shown  on  the  sketc^^ 
The  3rd  Battery  rem*iined  at  Sfm-t*u>-j»o. 

During  the  advance  the  47th  only  lost  two  or  three  men  from 
artillery  fire.  The  left  tlank  giu»rd  of  Shimamura,  III,/rUh, 
had  halted  and  faced  the  enemy  in  the  afternoon.  It  was 
relieved  by  hnaiuura  and  rejoined  the  regiment  in  the  ovening. 


*  Not  rt^|)rodiioed*    It  ehowed  12  oompanies  oo^npying  th^  odgv  of 
Olitmg-km  vnd  the  reat  of  the  totce  in  the  tillage* 
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The  47th  lost  half  a  dozen  men,  the  14th  lost  47.  The  coraal- 
ties  of  the  Russians  were  unknown,  but  18  were  taken 
prisoners. 

As  regards  the  Russian  strength,  the  cavalry  observing  from 
the  hills  estimated  that  at  the  commencement  there  were  about 
two  regiments  of  infantry  in  and  in  rear  of  Chupg-kn.  At 
ShouH9han-kan-pu  (F  1)  there  was  about  a  division.  In  and 
about  Ssu-chai-tzu  (E  1)  and  Wu-chia-tun  (E  1)  there  was 
about  an  army  corps.  The  Chinese  said  the  last  body  of  the 
enemy  left  San-tao-pu  at  dawn.  It  is  doubtful  if  there  was 
actually  more  than  a  battalion  opposing  the  Japanese  in 
Chung-ku.  No  doubt  the  two  rep^ents  which  the  Japanese 
cavalry  saw  would  have  been  available  had  their  presence  in 
the  action  been  required,  but  it  seems  as  if  Chung-ku  was  what 
may  be  termed  a  subsidiary  rear  guard  position,  the  real  one 
being  a  couple  of  miles  further  on.  The  peculiar  conduct  of 
the  two  Russian  companies  lends  colour  to  this,  especially  as 
taking  up  a  subsidiary  rear  guard  position  with  a  small  force  in 
addition  to  holding  a  main  rear  guard  position  is  a  favourite 
manoeuvre  with  tlie  Russians. 

When  visiting  the  village  of  Chung-ku  next  morning  I 
failed  to  find  the  enemy's  gun  position,  but  afterwards  Japanese 
officers  said  that  it  was  in  rear  of  the  village  about  four  hundred 
yards  from  its  south  face.  Indirect  fire  must  have  been  used, 
and  probably  there  was  an  observation  post  on  one  of  the  roofs 
of  the  houses.  Several  walls  on  the  southern  face  of  the  village 
had  been  loopholed,  but  otherwise  no  measures  had  been  taken 
for  putting  it  in  a  state  of  defence. 

Movements  of  the  Right  Flank  Guard. — As  mentioned  before, 
the  right  flank  guard  moved  from  Liao-hai-tun  (E  2)  east  of 
Tieh-lmg.  It  reached  Yu-kou  just  before  3  p.m.  Here  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  Russians  (one  battalion,  one  squadron,  four 
guns)  were  at  Ma-chia-tzu  (F  2)  and  Chin-chia-tzu  (E  2  N.E.). 
On  the  Russian  half-battery  opening  on  it  the  force  deployed 
for  attack ;  but  little  happened  except  an  exchange  of  fire 
between  the  ^uns  of  both  sides,  for  the  Russians  kept  steadily 
retreating.  Before  sunset  the  force  occupied  the  hills  south- 
east of  Chung-ku.  Here  it  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Later, 
information  came  in  that  the  enemy  in  front  of  it  had  been  the 
rear  guard  of  a  division  which  was  on  the  point  of  making  for 
Eai-yuan,  vid  Meng-chia-kou  (F  1),  along  the  valley  that  runs 
in  a  north-westerly  direction  from  that  place  up  to  the  railway. 
However,  seeing  the  state  of  affairs  at  Chung-ku,  the  division 
changed  its  course  to  the  north-east,  and  entered  a  country  as 
mountainous  as  the  roads  were  bad.  After  great  difficulties  it 
was  eventually  heard  to  have  reached  a  point  a  few  miles  south- 
cast  of  Eai-yuan. 

Movements  of  tfie  Left  Flank  Ovurd. — The  strength  and 
orders  of  the  left  flank  guard  have  been  already  given.  Shortly 
after  midday  Imamura  despatched  a  battalion  to  the  hills  norUi 
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of  TtGli4itig  to  protect  that  Bank,  while  the  remainder  of  the 

b«g^i  to  move  along  the  Liiio.     The  colonel  of  the  46  th 

Landed  the  advanced  guard     At  3  10  p.m.  the  heivd  of  the 

lumn  reached  a  point  about  3,000  yards  south  of  Yin-^hui- 

in  (E  2  north),  and  suddenly  came  under  the  fire  of  a  hattery 

on  the  hilla.     On  this  the  2nd  Battalion  changed  its  direction 

k*nil  went  along  the  foot  of  the  hilk  clone  to  the  river,  while  the 

l.^t  KatUdion  continued  moving  over  the  high  ground  to  tlie  wesL 

)wing  to  difficulties  of  the  ground  the  Ist  BattiiHon  dropped 

dmewhat  behind  the  2nd  Battalion,  which  reached  the  high 

aiind  north  of  Yin-shui-tun  Hrst.     Hurrying  on  to  conform  to 

'tlie  movement  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  the  1st  came  under  the  fire 

of  th**  Russian  gnus,  wliich  had  taken  up  another  position  eloae 

Irlo  Kao-liu*tuu.     The    1st    Battalion  halted   at   Shou-tao-t^u.* 

tiff  akctcht  »how9  the  position  of  the  2nd  Battalion  and  of  the 

iffioer    commanding    the   regiment,   who  on   arrival    received 

:iattori  from  the  cavalry  patrols  that  the  main  body  of  the 

Attn  infantry  was  on  the  high  ground  north  of  Yin-niu-tun 

a  battery  in  position  just  west  of  them,     A  section  of 

airy  waa  sent  along  the  river  to  threaten  the  Russian  left, 

%d  for  aoma  reamm  or  other,  the  troops  on  the  hill  immediately 

north-east  of  Yin-niu-tun  retired  on  its  approaeh.     It  was  now 

^6  pjn.,  and  the  ist  Battalion  bad  commenced  preparing  the  miin  s 

in  Shou-tao-tzu»*  the  commander  mippoaing  that  as  it 

Iftle^  there  waa  not  likely  Ui  Ik*  further  fighting.     A  few 

nUDiitea  after  6  p.m,  tfie  1st  Battidton  got  onlers  to  move  to  the 

ind  north-west  of   Yin-shui-tun,  and   it  arrived   there  at 

{iLl&  p.ra.     The  aketchf  shows  the  situation  at  this  time*     Ever 

'  iOd  the  arrival  of  the  5th  iuxd  iith  Companies  (the  two  deployed) 

iiere  had  lK»en  continuouHi  *'  snipiiig  '*  g<^»i'*g  on  across  the  river, 

and  the  companies  had  been  heavily  .shelled,  though  suffering 

no  loss. 

At  6.20  p.m.  the  enemy's  battery  retired. 

At  0,S5  p.m.  one  of  the  two  mountain  batteries  opened  fire 

[  fmm  the  fK>sition  marked  on  the  sketch. t     They  fired  until  dusk* 

^  On  the  mountain   Imttery  opening,  the    Russians   returned  and 

replied.     The  valley  in  front  of  the  two  companies  of  the  2nd 

Battalion    being    2,000   yards   wide,   and,   in   consequence,   an 

attvance  in  that  direction  difficult*  the  otlieer  commanding  the 

.  ntgiment  doti'nnined  to  take   the  hulk  of  his  force  ad'oas  the 

rLiao  and  atttiek  the  enemy  vid  Hei-chia-tun  and  Bhih-ehou-tao, 

aving  the  two  ct^nipanies  of  the  2nd  Battalion  where  they 

f^epe.     Accordingly;  before  starting  he  sent  word  to  the  two 

companies  t4  what  he  intended  to  do.     On  the  ri%^er  bank,  just 

liifore  cronaingp  the   colonel   received    a   tneesage   by   orderly 


^  Imnijodijfctely  ionih  of  Yi(i-Hhin*tfiB 

t  Not  roprodnot^d.  It  e bowed  two  r^umpanies  ©f  II.,  1^  doplOTeif  and 
tirf*  m  lapport  north-enst  of  Yia-shtJi'toti,  with  Ka  2  Compmny,  fo11i>wed 
bj  the  n*iiiiLi]idLT  of  L  46,  behind  iL  The  O.C,  Regiment  wma  with  No.  2 
Oompmmr^  and  two  fnomntain  gum  wtre  ea  the  left  of  th«  flupporli. 
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from  the  two  companies  asking  for  orders,  so  apparently  this 
message  had  never  reached  them.  It  turned  out  afterwards  that 
the  messenger  had  been  killed  by  a  stray  bullet  on  the  way, 
unknown  to  anybody.  The  colonel  thereupon  repeated  his 
order,  which  was  that  the  5th  and  6th  Companies  should  stand 
fast  while  the  rest  of  the  force  would  move  in  an  easterly 
direction  and  so  avoid  the  valley.  At  about  this  time  (between 
8  and  9  p.m.)  a  battalion  from  the  divisional  reserve  arrived 
at  Hei-chia-tun,  and  on  arrival  of  the  46th  at  ShihHshou-tao,  it 
prolonged  the  latter*s  right.  The  crossing  began  at  9.15  p.m., 
and  by  10  p.m.  ShihHshou-tao  had  been  reached.  A  fire  was 
lighted  at  this  village  to  acquaint  the  two  companies  of  the 
arrival  there  and  the  further  advance.  The  two  companies  at 
once  crossed  the  valley  in  front  of  them  and  river,  but  the 
enemy  had  gone.  After  crossing  the  river  the  5th  and  6th 
Companies  arrived  at  Hou  Shin-fu-ying,*  and  the  whole 
battalion  concentrated  there.  At  about  midnight  the  colonel 
ordered  a  further  advance  into  the  hills.  At  1  a.m.  both 
battalions  met  the  enemy ;  in  the  case  of  the  2nd  Battalion  the 
Russians  soon  retired,  but  those  in  front  of  the  1st  Battalion 
kept  up  rifle  fire  for  at  least  an  hour.  By  4.30  a.m.  the  last 
Russians  had  retreated. 

The  following  incident  occurred  with  the  Ist  Battalion  while 
advancing :  The  fii'st  line  (one  section)  of  the  3rd  Company,  on 
reaching  the  bottom  of  a  gully,  came  under  wild  but  heavj^  fire 
from  the  enemy  on  the  far  side.  The  section  lay  down,  and 
it*  two  supporting  sections  opened  fire  over  it,  the  width  of  the 
gully  being  about  three  hundred  yards  (darkness  prevented 
the  actual  distance  being  known).  Heavy  musketry  went  on 
for  nearly  an  hour,  but  there  was  little  to  show  for  it  next 
morning,  for  the  enemy  only  left  one  dead  man  behind.  The 
only  Japanese  casualty  all  day  was  the  above-mentioned 
orderly. 

According  to  a  divisional  order,  the  force  was  to  occupy 
the  line  Wang-kuan-pao-tunf — Yin-shui-tun  for  the  night,  so 
Imamura  put  the  3rd  Battalion,  which  had  been  in  reserve  all 
day,  in  position  as  marked  on  the  sketch.:^  The  general  with 
one  company,  two  batteries,  and  the  engineer  company,  got  to 
Hei-chia-tun  at  midnight,  where  he  halted.  The  troops  slept 
where  they  were  in  the  open,  except  the  regimental  reserve, 
which  was  in  houses.  The  Russians  against  Imamura  were  in 
all  probability  the  flank  guard  of  a  column  which  W€U3  seen 
moving  north  on  the  plain  to  the  north  and  north-west.  The 
strength  of  the  enemy  in  contact  with  Imamura  was  about  a 
regiment  of  infantry,  but  perhaps  only  a  battalion  actually 
opposed  him, 

•  Not  on  map ;  it  is  between  Shib-shou-tao  and  Yin-nin-tan. 
t  Not  on  map;  it  is  just  north  of  Hei-ohia-tmi. 

X  Not  reprodnced.    It  showed  three  companies  at  Yin-shai-tun  and 
one,  with  the  engineer  company,  at  Hei-ohia-ton. 
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The  Divisiotuil  Head-Quarters  and  reserve  passed  the  night 
at  San-tao-pu  (E  1/2).  In  the  night  came  orders  for  the 
litb  Division  to  ahandon  the  pursuit  and  retire  next  day  on 
Tlehdiflg. 

The   Diinsionai   Bead-Quartars  got  to  Tieh-ling  with  the  17tli 
rear  parties  of  the  divisioD  at  3,15  p*iii*  on  the  17th*     In  the 
a&ime  of  the  day  the  10th  DiviHion  toc»k  up  the  pursuit.     The 
ISlh  Division  halted  for  the  Dight  at  Tiehding. 

Ob   the   18tb  the  division  marched  to  Tsui-chen-pu  (E  2  istli 
scKitb)  Dti  the  left  bank  of  the  Fan  Ho,  and  south-east  of  Tieh- 
liiig.    Quarters  were  taken  up  in  the  neighbouring  villages. 

Ca9uaiiies,^The  total  eaMualiies  of  the  12th  Division  at  the 
battle  of  Mukden  were  1,300  odd,  of  which  the  Awaibara 
Brigade  lost  the  smallest  number,  Le.,  74  killed  and  308 
wonndecL 

The  small  arm  ammunition  expended  was  m  follows : — 
The  Shimamura  Brigade  -        -     189,387  rounds, 

,,     Itnaiiiura  ,,  _  -    388,560       „ 

„     Awaiharfi         „         *         -        -      35,751       „ 


Total 


-    613,698 


1%€  Weather  during  the  Baitle.~At  first  the  froet  was  most 
8y  but  when  the  pursuit  began,  its  severity  lessened  night 
by  night  The  snow  storms  were  not  heavy,  and  when  snow 
fell  the  wind  always  dropped*  The  snow  never  lay  more  tha» 
three  iJichea  deep  on  the  ground,  aud  the  sun  melted  it  in  a  few 
honn.  On  account  of  the  wind  dropping,  one  did  not  feel  as 
cold  when  it  was  snowing  aa  at  other  times.  Every  other  day 
before  the  pursuit  began  tlie  wind  blew  from  the  north,  Lut  it 
nearly  always  abated  at  night.  After  leaving  the  Sha  Uo  we 
had  sunny  weather,  and  the  daya  were  pleasant  when  there  was 
no  nurth  wind.  The  sand  stonn  oti  the  9th  Man:h  was  uni([ue, 
and  covered  the  whole  country  for  mile«.  The  dry  and  dusty 
nature  of  the  soil  was  the  cause,  but  perhaps  the  movementa  of 
troo|ifl  and  transport  ma^ie  it  worse  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  been.  Curiously  enough,  the  ice  of  the  rivers,  namely,  the 
Sim  Ho,  Hun  Ho,  Fan  Ho^  and  Tieh-ling  Ho  (branch  of  the 
liao,  which  Sows  past  Tieh-ling  on  the  north  side),  melted  after 
we  had  crossed  them,  Le.,  it  was  not  till  then  that  they  c<?ast  d 
to  bear.  The  ice  on  the  Tiehding  Ho  just  sufficed  to  bear  the 
guns  when  the  dl  vision  relumed  to  Tieh-ling  on  the  I7tb  March. 


(2)^ — SiLpply  and  Trantporf.* 

(1)  First  line  transport  (light)  consists  of  pack  animaK     It 
acDompanies  troops.     It  <^irries  no  food. 


•  aoivi. 


*  See  Map  61. 
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(2)  Second  line  transport  consists  of  pack  ammals  eanying 
one  day's  food,  in  order  of  regiments  and  battalions. 

These  are  followed  by — 

(3)  Four  supply  columDS,  each  consisting  of  about  500  pack 
animals. 

Although  operations  began  on  the  26th  February,  no  fo^waid 
movement  was  made  until  the  7th  March,  so  the  troops  were 
supplied  between  these  dates  as  they  were  thioughoat  tbe 
winter;  that  is  to  say,  the  Bight  and.  Centre  Columns  were 
supplied  from  Hsiang-shan-tzu  (E  6),  and  the  Left  Column  from 
Tin-chiang-pu-tzu  {f>  6),  As  the  road  from  these  depdts  was 
exposed  to  the  enemy's  view  and  shells,  the  transport  was  done 
by  night. 

Before  the  battle  the  following  rations  were  issued  to  the 
troops: — 

4  days'  rations  earned  by  the  man. 

(1)  2    days'    rations     in     biscuit    and    one    day 

in  uncooked  rice,  to  which  were  added  75 
momme  (9|  oz.)  of  katevbO-hoBhi  (dried  fish), 
45  vfwmme  (5|  oz.)  of  tinned  beef,  and  15 
moinme  (1|  oz.)  of  sugar.  No  salt  issued, 
as  there  is  salt  in  the  tinned  beef. 
s=  3  days'  emergency  or  reserve  rations. 

(2)  1  days'  ration  of  biscuit  (180  momtM  =  22^ 

oz.)    with    30    momme  (3|    oz.)    of  sugar 
and  35  mxymme  (4}  oz.)  of  sugar  candy. 
=  1  day's  ration. 
Second  line  transport — 

(8)  1  day's  ration  (either  rice  or  biscuit). 
=  1  day. 
Supply  columns — 

(4)  4  days'  rations  (3  ordinary,  1  reserve). 
3=  4  days. 

Total  =r  9  days. 


{.€.,  1  day's  ration  in  use,  and  8  days*  rations  in  hand. 
Cavalry  horses : 

(1)  On  each  saddle,  1  day's  ration  -  =1  day. 

(2)  2  days'  rations  in  2nd  line  transport      =     2  days. 

(3)  4  days'  rations  in  the  supply  columns    =     4  days. 


Total       =     7  days. 

In  addition  to  above,  bullocks  were  driven  along  ahead  of 
the  supply  columns.  The  hatauo-hoahi  has  been  known  to  the 
Japanese  for  centuries  as  being  particularly  good  for  appeasing 
hunger. 
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,The  following  is  a  diary,  of  thp;  mpveweaxt^i  of  ,the  second  -.     x 
line  transport*  during  the  advance  pf.  the  divigiopi  lyhicli  begfui 
on  the  8th  March.: —  ,   .  ...,-, 

DiTidional  Head^-Qaarters  were  at '  Kao^^shih-tmi  >  (D  4  S;IL).  8th  Mar. 
The  troops  camped  late  in  the  evehing*  so  the  oirder  <was  given 
that  any  troops  unable  to  be  supplied. by  the  second t 'line 
trfuisport  should  use  what  was  carried  on  the  nian>  and  that 
next  morning  (9th)  the  supply  column  would  be  at  Shan-cheng- 
tzuf  to  fill  up  the  second  line  transports 

Divisional  '  Head-Quarters   reached   S$U-fang-tai   (t>/E   4).  9th  Mar. 
In  the  evening  the  troops  received  rations  from  the  second  line 
transport,  which  filled  up  at  Ssu-fang-tai  the  same  day. 

This  evening  the  Divisional  Head-Quarters  halted  at  Ta-kou  10th  Mar. 
(E  4   north).    The  troops  were  supplied  by  the  second  line 
transport,  which,  filling  up  the  same  day  at  Ssu-fang-tai,  returned 
to  the  troops  on  the  11th. 

Divisional  Head-Quarters  reached  Yao-pu  (D   3)  and   the  11th  Mar. 
bulk  of  the  troops  were  at  Yi-lu.     The  troops  drew  rations 
from  the  second  line  transport,  which  did  not  M  up  again  this 
day. 

Troops  halted.  As  there  was  a  quantity  of  figs  and  chickens  12th  Mar. 
in  the  villages,  each  unit  bought  sufiicient  to  amotmt  to  a 
half-day's  ration,  which  was  added  to  the  ordinary  issue.  In 
dealing  with  the  inhabitants  ''  Catcii,  kill,  and  pay "  was  the 
rule.  The  second  line  transport  filled  up  at  Wang-chen-tunJ 
and  Pao-chia-lou-tzu  §  Making  a  journey  to  each  place  and 
back  again,  it  got  rations  for  the  12th  and  13th. 

This  afternoon  the.  Divisional  Head-Quarters  were  at  Ku-  13th  Mar. 
chia-t2u  (D  3  N.B.).    The  second  line  transport  supplied  the 
troops,  and  filled  up  from  the  supply  column  at  Shu-lin-tzu 
(D  8  S.E.). 

The  division  halted  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Fan  Ho.    The  l^th  Mar. 
second  line  transport  supplied  the  troops  and  filled  up  from  the 
supply  column  at  Yao-shih-tun  (close  to  Ku-chia-tzu  (D  3  n.e.). 

The  division  occupied  the  right  bank  of  the  Fan  Ho.     The  15th  Mar. 
second  line  transport  supplied  the  troops  and  filled  up  at  Yao- 
shih-tun  (close  to  Ku-chia-tzu). 

The  advanced  troops  arrived  at  Chung-ku.     It  was  a  long  16th  Mar. 
march,  so  the  troops  had  to  use  the  rations  they  carried    In 
the  morning  the  second  line  transport  had  been  at  Chen-chien- 
hu-tan.    From  there  it  went  and  filled  up  at  Yao-shih-tun.    It 
could  not,  therefore,  reach  the  division  this  day. 

*  See  diagram,  p.  340. 

t  3^  miles  south  of  Kao-shih-ttm. 

i  North  of  Shih-tai  (D  8  s.b.),  5  miles  east  of  Pa-ho. 

§  Sooth  of  &hih-tai»  on  the  Hu-8han*pu  road. 

T  2 


340  12th  JAPANESE  DIVISION. 

^th  liar.  The  first  orders  to  the  division  were  to  return  to  l^nii-dien-pir 
(E  2  S.E.  of  Tieh-ling),  but  the  second  line  transport  was  abreadjr 
on  the  way  to  Tieh-ling  when  the  order  reached  it.  It  then 
tamed  back,  but  later  received  another  order  that  the  divisinn 
would  halt  at  Tieh-ling.  By  that  time  it  was  too  late,  so  the 
men  again  ate  the  rations  they  carried. 

Sth  Mar.  The  division  marched  to  and  was  quartered  in  various  villages 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Fan  Ho.  Tsui-chen-pu  (the  Dividonal 
Head-Quarters  village)  was  about  10  miles  south-east  of  Tldh- 
ling.  The  regimental  (second  line)  transport  supplied  the 
troops. 


Troops. 


Second  line  transport. 


•«.**<>»i.*.^^  Field   magasinest   under  chief  of 

DiSTBmriHo  '  intendi^ce,  but  on   arrival  the 


line  of  communication  staff  takes 

STATJON  them  over. 


Supplv     oolnmns      (train).        Ko 
Chmese  carts. 


A 


A 


9    Last  line  of  communication  post* 

a     Chinese  carts,  &o. 

^    Line  of  commnnioation  post. 


From  the  Ist  until  the  7th  March  the  stations  of  the  columns 
were  as  follows  : — 

1st  Column  at  Hsiang-shan-tzu-tung-kou  (E  5  south). 

2nd  Olumn  at  Lao-mu-yen-tzu.* 

3rd  and  4th  Columns  at  Mien-hua-pu-tzu  (D  6  N.E.). 

The  1st  Column  worked  between  Yin-chiang-pu-tzu  (D  6 
N.E.)  and  Hsiang-shan-tzu-tung-kou.  The  2nd,  3rd,  and  4t(i 
Columns  between  the  last  line  of  communication  post  at  Ta-yao 
(aE.  of  Ten-tai  Colliery :  D  6)  and  Tin-chiang-pu-tzu,  which 

*  Not  on  map ;  it  is  near  Hsi-tao-ehieh  (D  6).    . 
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was  the  field  magazme.  Live  bullocks  and  v^^etables  were  sent 
from  Pan-la<«han-tzu  (Army  Head-Quarters  and  two  miles  north 
of  Ten-tai  Colliery)  to  Yin-chiang-pu-tzu,  the  latter  by  Chinese 
carts. 

Movements  of  Supply  Columms. — ^The  following  is  a  diary  of 
the  movements  of  the  supply  columns  daring  the  advance  of  the 
division  which  began  on  the  8th  March : — 

The  columns  moved  as  follow  : — Ist  Column  to   Lokaa,*  8th 
2nd  Column  to  Shang-ping-tai-tzu  (D  5  aE.),  3rd  Column  to 
Tien-chia-tzu  (half  a  mile  S.W.  of  Shang  Shih-chiao-tzu,  E  6 
N.W.),  4th  Column  to  Hsi-tao-chieh  (D  6  N.E.). 

The  1st  Column  transferred  rations  to  a  magazine  at  Ssu-  Mh 
£ang-tai  (D/E  4)  and  camped  at  Fun-chia-tai — a  neighbouring 
village  not  marked  on  map — for  the  night.  It  travelled  25  miles, 
a  dust-storm  raging  most  of  the  time.  The  2nd  Column  went 
to  Li-shih-chai  (E  4  west)  and  halted.  The  3rd  Column  went 
to  Yang-chia-tsai  (not  marked  on  map ;  it  is  3}  miles  south  of 
Ssu-fang-tai).  The  4th  Column  went  to  Tung-tai  (E  4  west) — a 
place  south  of  the  Mukden-Fushun  railway  and  Ssu-fang-tai 
From  Hsi-tao-chieh  (D  6)  to  Tung-tai  is  about  30  miles.  Next 
day  the  4th  Column  was  transferred  to  the  Awaibara  Brigade 
(which  had  become  Army  reserve)  and  the  division  henceforth 
worked  with  three  supply  columns  instead  of  four.  The 
composition  of  the  three  columns  was  not  altered 

The  1st  Column  went  to  Pai-shen-chai  (D  6  east),  which  IWk 
village  the  last  line  of  communication  post  also  reached  this  day. 
It  filled  up  and  returned  to  Shang-Jou-tzu,  a  village  close  to 
Ta  Chang-wang-chai  (D  4  aE.).  The  2nd  Column  supplied  the 
magazine  at  Seru-fang-tai  and  remained  at  Ta  Wa-pu-tzu  (south- 
west of  Ssu-fang-tai)  for  the  night  The  3rd  Column  going 
to  Ssu-fang-tai  and  handing  over  its  rations  there,  stayed  at 
Shang-lou-tzu  for  the  night 

The  1st  Column  handing  over  its  rations  to  the  intermediate  llth 
despatch  magazine  at  Shang-lou-tzu,t  went  back  to  Pai-shen- 
chai,  and  filling  up  there,  returned  to  Shang-lou-tzu  for  the 
night  The  2nd  Column  went  to  Shang-lou-tzu,  and  filling  up 
there,  returned  to  Ta  Wa-pu-tzu  (D  4  east).  The  3rd  Column 
went  back  to  Pai-shen-chai,  filled  up,  and  returned  to  Shang- 
lou-tzu  for  the  night  This  day  the  last  line  of  communication 
post  advanced  to  Chu-chia-tun  (D  4  SJE.). 

The  Ist  Column  went  back  to  Chu-chia-tun,  filled  up,  and  12t]i 
went  to  Pao-chia-lou-tzu^  (north  of  the  Hun  Ho).    The  2nd 
Column  went  to  Wang-chen-tun^  and  handed  over  rations  to 

*  I  regret  I  cazmot  find  it  on  any  map.— J.  B.  J. 

t  Near  Ta  Cliang-wang-cliai  (D  4  8.S.).    t  North  of  Shih-tai  (D.  8  M.). 
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14tli  Mar. 


IStli  Mar. 


the  distribtrting  Btation  there.  It  stayed  at  Shih-tai  l^t 
nighe.  The  3rd  Columii  went  to  Pai-dhen-chai '  (D  6  eas*>^  filled 
up,  and  returned  to  Ta-wa-pu-tiu  (D  4  east)  f6r  thfe'niglit.    ' 

13th  Mar.  The  1st  Column  went  to  Chu-chia-tun  (D  4  S.E.),  and  filling 
tm  there,  rettimed  to  Shang-lou-tsm*  for  the  iDight;  The  2nd 
C^lutxin  goifig  to  Ssu-fang-tai,  filled  up  stnd  rettimed  to  Shift -tai 
for  the  night.  The  3rd  Column  went  fco  Shu-lfai-t2tt-(D-8  east^) 
and  handed  over  rations  to  the  field  magazine  there,  which 
opened  on  the  same  day.     There  it  stayed  for  the  night.. 

The  Ist  Column  went  to  Shu-lin-tzu  and  stayed  there — 
still  loaded.  The  2nd  Column  handed  over  its  rations  to  the 
magazine  at  Shu-lin-tzu  and  returned  to  Shih-tai.  .The  3rd 
Column  went  to  Ta  Wa-pu-tzu  and  stayed  there  empty.  The 
last  line  of  communication  post  advanced  to  Yao-shih-tun  (south 
of  Shu-15n-tzu  and  22J  miles  south-east  of  Tieh-ling).t 

The  Ist  Column  went  to  Yao-shih-tun  and  handing  over 
rations  there^  returned  to  Shu-lin-tzn.  The  2nd  ColUma  wenfa^ 
to  Ssii-fang-tai,  filled  up,  and  returned  to  Shlh-tcii.  HUxe  3rd' 
Column  went  to  Ssu-fang-tai,  filled  up  there,  and  went  to 
Qiu-chan  (right  bank  of  Uun  Ho)  for  the  nighi  The  last 
line  of  communication  post  advanced  to  Ssu-fang-tai. 

The  1st  Column  went  to  Ssu-fang-tai,  filled  up,  and  returned 
to  Ta  Piao-tun  (6  miles  west  of  Ssu-fang-tai).  The  2na  Column 
rested  at  Shih-tai.  The  3rd  Column  went  to  Yao-shih-tun, 
close  to  Eu-diia^tzu  (D  3  n.e).  Eu*chia-tzu  was  the  Divisional 
Head-Quarters  on  the  13th»  Arriving  at  Yao-shih-tun,  the  3rd 
Column  handed  over  rations  there,  and  returned  to  Chu-chaa 
(D  4  east). 

The  1st  Column  went  to  Shu-lin-tzu  (D  3  east)  and  stayed 
there  the  night.  The  2nd  Column  went  to  Yao-ahih-tun  (near 
(Ku-chia-tzu)  and  stayed  there  for  the  night.  The  3rd  Column 
went  to  Ssu-fang-tai,  filled  up,  and  returned  to  Chu-^an  for 
the  night. 


leth  Mar. 


17th  Mar. 


(Sy^Remarlcs  by  a  Medical  Officer,  12th  Division. 

After  the  battle,  I  had  a  conversation  with  a  medical  officer 
of  the  12th  Division,  who  very  kindly  gave  me  the  following 
information  r-^^' Two  pairs,  of  socks  are  a  necessity  in  such 
"  weather  as  we  have  been  experiencing,  but  they  must  not 
"  be  tight  in  the  boots,  i.e.,  the  boots  must  be  made  sufficiently 
"  large  to  admit  of  two  pairs,  otherwise  frost-bite  is  caused. 
"  Socks  wetted  by  melting  snow  cause  frost-bite.    To  obviate 

♦  Near  Ta  Chang-wanff-chai  (D  4  s.b.). 

t  It  muBt,  howeTer,  be  between  Cha-chia-tan  (D  4  s.eOi  last  line  of 
oomnuimoation  post  on  the  11th,  and  Ssu-fang-tai  (D/E  4),  the  last  line 
of  communication  post,  on  the  15th. 
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this,  the  men,  in  addition  to  the  two  pairs  they  wore,  earned 
m  third  pair  for  change.  We  got  great  experience  at  Hei- 
kou-tai  on  the  subject,  for  saveraJ  doctors  from  the  division 
went  out  to  tho  6;ghttng  to  study  the  question*  Tor  warmth 
for  the  Feci  there  is  Dothing  like  the  Chinese  shoe  with  gr&ns 
in  it*  The  men  wear  it  soinetimes,  and  at  first  feel  the  want 
o(  bdel%  especially  when  climbing^  but  tliey  eooo  get 
•eeturtomed  to  it  and  like  it  very  tnuck  The  fur  goatskin 
Wftiffleoat  ]»  excellent.  During  fighting  the  overcoat  i^  usually 
wofn,  not  the  waistcoati  which  is  carried.  To  wear  both 
together  ifl  iQcon\'euient  The  cloth  toe-oips  are  excellent, 
for  the  toe  is  as  a  nde  the  iirht  part  to  he  attacked  by  the 
fro&t-bit<t.  The  boots,  of  course,  must  be  roomy  enough  for 
thetii.  Mittens  are  uselasn  and  inconvenient  I  think  a  pair 
of  leather  gloves  with  the  fur  inside  would  be  best.  The 
fiiigezimufit  b*?  sepnrnte.  Certainly  the  hood  m  most  useful  in 
snowy  and  severe  weather.  We  used  it  in  the  duno- Japanese 
war  ten  yeara  ago.  During  this  Igat  battle  not  one  wounJvd 
ioldi<»r  of  th^  division  suffered  from  frc^st-bite.  There  were 
only  two  ctiBes  of  froiit-bite*  It  wum  utherwise  at  Hei-kou- 
iai.  Nor  had  we  any  case  of  pneumonia.  Dust*  so  far,  ha» 
only  very  slightly  affected  the  mens  eyes,  and  that  ouly 
lern|K>ninly. 

"In  my  ripinion  tiie  stretcher  liearers  are  not  numerous 
enough.  For  Lwu  liundred  wounded  in  an  action  I  should 
like  thr^e  doctors  and  fourteeii  assistants.  I  do  not  approve 
of  the  liearer  companies  not  being  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  the  iloctora  I  think  the  British  system  is  the  tiest. 
1  would  mount  all  doctors.  At  the  battle  of  Mukden  our 
field  hospitids  were  established  throe  times,  i.t.,  at  Huo-lien 
(D/E  6),  Shang  Shih-chiao4zu  (E  6  S.W,)  and  Lishih-cbia 
(B  4  west).  1,300  men  were  treated  in  the  hospitaK  of  whicli 
eome  were  sick  and  some  came  from  other  divisions.  Living 
tinderground  at  the  Sha  Ho  did  the  men  no  harm,  for  Ujey 

r  health  was  better 


giv< 


fact) 


'*  than  it  wiis  during  the  halt  at  Feng-huangcheng/* 

(4) — RemarH  hy  Ivfantry  Officers. 

The  following  is  tho  gist  of  remarks  made  by  briga<3iers, 
nstgiinental  and  Ijattalion  commanders  of  infantry,  on  their  own 
iMndi  of  tlie  scrv  ice  during  the  war,  and  particularly  after  the 
battle  of  Mukden,  in  answer  to  my  questions.  It  was  remark- 
aUe^  when  comparing  the  different  aufewersj  bow  ovuch  they 
iigreed  ;— 

The  Infantry  Attack  by  Day.— A  major*general  rcmark*^d  : 
*'  1  don't  think  there  is  any  necessity  for  altering  our  infantry 
attack  regulatiotia — they  allow  sufficient  latitude  already/' 
Thia  is  tho  auKwer  I  have  received  from  all  oflScers  I  have 
qneationed^  Japanese  officers  were  a)l  agreed  tb&t  in  norma] 
ciTtttmstaiieea  fire  should  be  opened  at  1,000  metres  (1,1 00  yards) 
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from  the  defences,  the  reason  given  being  that  opening  fire 
earlier  is  a  waste  of  time,  for  then  it  takes  longer  to  establish 
"fire  superiority."  The  majority  agree  that  when  attacking 
over  the  flat,  or  when  there  is  little  cover,  this  fire  superiority 
is  obtained  as  a  rule  between  600-400  metres  (660-440  yards) 
from  the  enemy,  supposiug  that  the  latter  is  not  very  strongly 
entrenched.  A  colonel  commanding  a  regiment  which  has  seen 
Bs  much  fighting  as  any  in  the  First  Army  said,  **  In  attacking 
over  the  flat,  or  over  ground  where  little  cover  can  be  obtained, 
the  heaviest  casualties  occur  at  about  400  metres  (440  yards) 
as  a  rule.  On  the  other  hand,  we  inflict  at  that  time  great  loss 
on  the  enemy  also."  A  captain  who  has  been  fighting  since  the 
lauding  of  the  troops  in  Korea  said,  *'  Within  300  yards  of  the 
enemy  our  losses  are  comparatively  smalL"  He  was  not  refer- 
ring, of  course,  to  cases  in  which  the  enemy  was  strongly 
entrenched.  It  seems  to  be  generally  agreed  that,  under  the 
above  circumstances,  more  men  are  lost  during  the  advance  when 
lying  down  and  firing  than  when  making  rushes.*  In  a  hilly 
country  they  say  the  contrary  is  the  case,  i.e.,  more  casualties 
occur  when  moving  from  point  to  point  than  when  lying  down 
and  firing.  According  to  the  regulations,  when  a  regiment  is 
deployed  for  attack,  the  battalion  commanders  give  orders  for 
rushes.  When  a  battalion  is  deployed  for  attack,  company 
commanders  may  give  orders,  but  if  practicable  the  battalion 
commanders  give  orders,  t 

Night  Attacks, — Of  the  general  advisability  of  night  attacks 
all  approve,  and  most  agree  that  before  making  one  the  enemy's 
j)osition  should  be  well  reconnoitred  One  colonel  said  he  did 
not  think  that  they  were  advisable  with  large  forces :  a  large 
force  in  this  war  being  a  division  at  least.  As  a  means  of 
getting  in  close  touch  with  the  enemy's  line  they  were  most 
useful.  Frequent  night  attacks  are  inadvisable,  but  often  there 
are  positions  that  cannot  be  taken  by  day,  but  can  be  taken  by 
night.  As  in  anight  attack  there  is  no  danger  from  the  enemy's 
artillery,  some  omcers  think  that  losses  are  less  than  in  one  by 
day,  and  all  agree  that,  if  successful,  greater  loss  is  infiicted  on 
the  enemy  than  by  day,  for  he  loses  heavily  when  falling  back 
after  being  driven  from  his  line. 

Night  Attack  Formaiicma. — These  vary  according  to  the 
enemy  s  position  and  the  ground.  In  the  battle  of  Liao-yang, 
I  gave  a  short  account^  of  the  night  fighting  at  Ta  Ta-lien-kou, 
and  the  formations  employed.  This  was  an  example  of  close 
formations  which  seem  to  be  generally  used  in  the  attack  on 

*  An  ordinary  meh  is  50  paces.  It  may  be  mentioned  here  that 
commonly  the  muies  are  made  by  at  leaat  a  company  at  a  time,  supposing 
that  the  attack  is  being  made  by  a  regiment  or  more.— J.  B.  J. 

t  No  better  example  of  an  attack  across  the  open,  np  to  date  in  this 
war,  can  be  foand  than  that  of  the  Okasaki  Brigade  (2na  Division)  at  the 
battle  of  the  Sha  Ho.— J.  B.  J. 

t  i9ee  Vol.  I.,  pages  ^25-7. 
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i-mu*lti*pti  and  the  Russian  treQches  nortlk  of  it — the  far- 
maiions  were  line.  The  battalion  Hjo%dng  against  the  village 
had  three  companies  in  the  Hmt  lioe  and  one  company  in  reserve, 
A  eolonel  said^  **  Don*t  fii%  too  soon  is  our  motto,  and  it  has 
mviariably  eucceesded.  If  we  fire  pminaturely,  the  enemy  marks 
0«r  position  and  further  a<:lvanee  19  delayed.  After  all.  the 
bayonet  i^^  be^t.  AUhouj^h  bayonets  are  always  Bxed,  the  riflen 
of  »U  troops  in  a  night  attack  (including  tlie  reserves)  are  loaded. 
Onlinary  toot*gear  is  used  by  the  men-  They  tread  lightly  (to 
this  they  are  trained)  and  do  not  cniwl  or  stoop* 

Variaua  Meniarl's  on  Night  Attach. — A  captain  who  ha«i 
been  in  the  field  since  the  war  began  f^aid,  '*  Hand-to  hand 
fighting,  as  far  as  my  experienee  goes,  laaij*  geoerally  a  few 
minutes,  Imt  at  Ta  Ta-lien-kou  (montioned  above)  we  fought 
hand-to-liand  for  ten  mmutes — a  regular  7n4l4$  in  which  we 
were  very  much  crowded  together.  The  Russian  bayonet,  as 
you  tnnfit  hfive  remarked,  has  no  edge,  so  in  the  case  of  the  two 
men  killed  with  my  sword,  I  managed  to  catch  bold  of  tlie 
bayonet  in  my  left  hand  ;  this  has  often  been  a  disadvantage  to 
the  Kusstan  infantry/'  In  answer  to  a  further  question  he  said. 
*'  W«  do  not  think  much  of  the  revolver-.— you  have  no  time  to 
reload,  Tlio  Rucsaian  officers  use  it  much  more  than  we  do/' 
A  colcmel  said*  **The  reason  we  are  always  successful  in  night 
attacks  or  in  defence  by  night  is  that  tlie  enemy  always  fire^ 
too  soon  or  too  high.  However,  lately  {lie  was  speaking  after 
the  battle  of  Mukden)  the  enemy  has  learned  to  do  better  and 
ro9en*e  his  fire  more. 

Defence  at  Night — When  attacked  at  night  the  Japanese 
often  allow  the  enemy  to  get  within  from  one  hundred  to  fifty 
paces  before  individual  fire  is  opened  and  haiid-grenadea  are 
thrown.  One  colonel  (and  there  are  many  that  hold  the  same 
opinion)  was  straw gly  of  the  opinion  that,  when  attacked,  the 
best  plan  was  to  "  Bre  as  soon  as  you  know  the  whereal>outs 
of  your  enemy/*  As  far  ad  a  regiment  in  concerned,  the  rule  is 
to  put  the  reserve  in  one  place  and  not  to  distribute  it.  At 
night  all  bayonets  are  fixed  and  rifles  loaded.  The  posting  of 
sentries  at  night  depends  on  many  considerations.  When  the 
Japaj)e»e  line  i^  on  a  ridge,  a  section  in  often  put  one  hundred 
yards  down  the  slope  with  aentriei*  one  hundrevl  yardii  in  front  of 
it  again*  In  answer  to  a  question  re;  tl*e  employment  of  a  wire 
to  pi^vent  the  elevation  of  the  rifle  at  night,  a  colonel  who 
waa  in  the  severe  night  fighting  w^hen  the  Japanese  defended 
Pen-lisi-hu  during  the  batUe  of  the  Sha  Ho,  said,  *'  The  wire 
dodge  iSj  like  many  other  things,  excelleni  in  theory  but  use  lens 
in  roal  war.  Perhaps  it  might  be  useful  in  defending  a  fort. 
In  peace  time,  by  way  of  impressing  upon  the  men  the  necessity 
of  nring  low,  it  is  perliaps  a  good  thing  to  pnictice/' 

Heviarh  on  ike  holding  of  Ortyuwl  dose  to  the  -ffaeiny'a 
Tranches,  afUr  seizing  it  in  a  Night  Atdidu — A  colonel  said. 
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''  When  dose  to  the  enemy  at  night  and  baited — that  is  to  a^y, 
when  occupying  such  a  position  as  Imamura  did  during  the 
three  days  before  the  pursuit  began — we  do  noi  put  seotfied 
out  in  front,  but  keep  them  in  the  firing  line^  at  nighk 
Usually  one  or  two  per  company."  This  is  not  the  invariable 
rule,  for  considerations  of  ground  and  proximity  to  the  enemy 
must  be  regarded ;  the  colonel  commanding  the  other  regiment 
of  the.  Imiunura  Brigade  said,  "We  had  patrols  of  three  men 
each  out  fifty  paces  in  front  of  the  linci  On  the  approadh  of 
the  enemy  they  fired  and  came  back  into  the  lina"  On  sach 
occasions,  the  food  is  cooked  under  cover  in  rear  and  sent 
forward  when  it  is  dark.  Halted  in  such  positions  the 
emergency  rations  are  often  a  necessity.  In  tbe  position  men- 
tioned above  the  nights  were  extremely  cold,  but  the  men  had 
only  greatcoats  (not  very  thick)  and  fur  goatskin  waistcoats. 
Tn  a  very  few  plcu^es  charcoal  could  be  used. 

Orenades. — I  have  already  given  a  description  of  tlieir  use. 
All  officers  agree  as  to  their  utility  and  destructive  power. 

AmTn/u/nUUxTL — ^A  regimental  commander  told  me  that  as 
the  war  went  on,  the  Japanese  had  discovered  that  the  meii 
were  capable  of  carrying  a  good  deal  more  than  was  supposed 
at  first.  At  the  commencement  of  the  battle  of  Mukden  each 
man  of  his  r^;iment  carried  500  rounds,  and  when  the  pursuit 
began  perhaps  some  as  much  as  600  rounds,  owing  to  casualties 
in  the  interval  This,  of  course,  was  not  the  case  wiUi  every 
regiment,  e.g^  in  another  regiment  of  the  12th  Division  each 
man  carried  250  rounds  at  the  commencement  of  the  battle. 
The  men  like  carrying  as  much  as  possible.  Each  man  is  told 
that  when  wounded,  he  is,  if  possible,  to  hand  over  his  ammuni- 
tion to  an  unwounded  comrade.  The  rule  about  tbe  ammunition 
of  a  dead  soldier  is  that  if  it  is  found  by  the  stretcher-bearers, 
it  is  handed  over  to  the  division.  It  is  afterwards  reissued  to 
his  regiment. 

Machine  Oun$. — All  officers  are  enthusiastic  about  them. 
All  agree  that  their  chief  rSle  is  defence,  even  at  night,  and 
that  they  are  extremely  useful  in  attack.  During  the  battle  of 
Mukden  machine  guns  were  used  very  much  in  the  attack  by 
the  Japanese,  but  it  seems  that  the  casualties  of  the  machine  gun 
detachments  were  very  heavy  indeed  ;  one  commander  thought 
them  especially  useful  in  pursuit. 

The  Blue  Sack, — This  is  a  sort  of  long  cylindrical  cotton  bag, 
open  at  both  end&*  It  is  carried  over  the  shoulder  across  the 
back,  and  its  ends  knotted  in  front  on  the  chest.  In  fact^  it  is 
worn  more  or  less  en  hamdouUhre,  When  the  knapsack  is 
temporarily  abandoned  on  going  into  action,  the  most  necessary 

*  It  is  elsewhere  described  as  :— S  feet  6  inches  long  with  both  ends 
open ;  it  is  8}  inches  across  when  laid  flat.  It  is  made  of  blae  drill, 
doubled,  and  is  sewn  down  the  centre  so  as  to  form  two  long  compart- 
iiients. 
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aiiiclei,  atich  as  food,  ammunition,  shirt,  &c.,  are  transferred  to 
this  blue  sack.  It  is  worn  for  lightness  sake  in  lien  of  the 
kiiap^OLck.  In  th©  fighting  at  Eai-kou-taJ,  some  regiments  kept 
their  ktmj^^cks  and  found  them  a  great  ini pediment 

Obsiacles, — Tlie  majority  of  ofEcers  consider  barbed  wire  the 

^1»st.    They  liave  a   (>oor  opinion  of  military  pita   with   an 

enl&ngkment  above  them,  for  they  say  that  a  certain  amount 

of  cover  can  be  obtained  in  them,  and  if  a  soldier  has  an  irun 

hook,  he  cam  ruach  up  and  tear  down  the  wire  fairly  easily* 

Officers  wiik  a  Company. — Moat  commandei-a  would  like  the 
uttmbers  increased.     They  think  there  are  not  enough  to  control 
Rien  when  deployed, 

Boots^ — Tlie  men  of  the  12th  J>i vision  who  landed  in  Korea 
&re  now  wearing  their  fifth  pair  of  boots  or  shoes*     The  latter 
fwere  not  a  ^success,  and  as  regards  the  former,  improvement  is 
very  nec^asary. 

OtfiiT  Equipment — The  putties  are  considered  excellent  in 

m  of  the  gaiters  originally  worn*     The  uniform  was  too  tight 

%i  first*    The  haversack  is  most  usefoL    The  men  do  very  wall 

^with  the   ordinary  cap,  covered  with   khaki   in  the  summer^ 

althongh  it  is  not  suitable  as  a  summer  covering  for  the  head. 

M^  Barrd^. — Up  to  the  end  of  the  battlo  of  Mnkden  ther© 
lias  Men  no  eign  of  deteriomtton  in  the  ride  barreL§u     The  oil 
eta  fifozen  sometimea  and  interferes  with  the  acticm  of  the 


EfMrgtiney  Iiatk*n. — The  ration  is  used  by  order  of  regi* 
r  mental  f30miiiander6,  but  the  fact  iinist  be  report^  to  Divisional 
""'   "     On  urgent  occasiona^  surbordinates  may  order  its  ttse, 
and  report  having  done  io, 

Hit  Sfwofing  of  the  Rum^ian  Infanitrif, — Tlie  mnjority  of  the 
[•|>iBoerfi  coTisidi-r  that  it  is  not  good,  and  varin^s  n  great  deal 
ling  to  the  regtment.     On«   colonel   Mtitl/'I   think   they 
ioot  well  enough  at  extreme  ranges,  bat  in  my  opinion  this 
[opening  of  fire  too  early  is  a  bad  sign," 
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<14)  Port  Arthur.— Operations  in  the  Kusn-tnng 
Peninsula  from  26th  May  to  Slst  July  1904. 


Report  by  Capt.  C.  A.  L.  Yate,  King's  Ovm  Yorkshire 
Light  Infantry. 


Plate. 
Sketch  Map  of  the  Kuan-tung  Peninsula  -        -    Map  68. 


Forces  Engaged, — The  Japanese  troops  which  actually  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Nan  Shan  consisted  of  the  1st,  3rd,  and  4th 
Divisions  with  the  1st  Independent  Field  Artillery  Brigade. 
The  3rd  Division  had  detached  the  34th  Regiment  towards  Pu- 
lan-tien  (Port  Adams)  before  the  battle.  This  regiment,  together 
with  a  battalion  of  infantry  and  some  artillery  belonging  to  the 
4th  Division,  were  placed  under  the  commander  of  tiie  5th 
Division  and  &ced  north  during  the  battle,  being  opposed  by  a 
Russian  force  of  about  a  raiment  of  infantry  with  some  cavalry. 
Portions  of  the  6th  Japanese  Division  were  landing  about  ibis 
time — some  18  miles  away — and  their  11th  Division  was  dose 
at  hand.  This  last  had  disembarked  at  Yen-tai  Wan,  where  the 
6th  Division  was  also  landing,  on  the  24th  May,  and  rested 
near  there  until  the  26th.  On  the  27th  it  reached  Chin-chou 
(Einchau).* 

The  4th  Division  faced  north  after  Nan  Shan,  with  the  5th 
Division  on  its  right  (east).  The  1st  and  3rd  Divisions  advanced 
south  after  the  battle,  the  latter  on  the  left.  It  was  a  detach- 
ment of  Nakamura's  Brigade  of  the  1st  Division,  however,  which 
occupied  Liu-shu-tun  on  the  27th,  and  Dalny  on  the  29th  May. 
The  remainder  of  the  force  began  entrenching  itself  on  the 
heights  east  of  Lake  Pei-pu-tzu-ya. 

On  the  29th  a  redistribution  of  units  took  place.  The  Srd 
Division  was  relieved  by  the  11th  and  marched  northwards  as 
the  right  wing  of  the  Second  (General  Oku's)  Army.  The 
newly  formed  Third  Army  Head-Quarters  had  meanwhile 
arrived  at  Chin-chou  and  assumed  direction  of  the  operations 
in  the  Euan-tung  Peninsula. 

The  boldness  of  the  Japanese  in  attacking  the  strong  Nan 
Shan  position  without  (as  it  was  then  supposed)  leaving  any 
reserves  to  provide  against  a  reverse,  was  at  the  time  much 
commented  upon;    in  reality,    however,  their    strategy    here 

•  Ste  Map  68. 
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iplayed   the  caution    that    characteri^d   it  throughout   the 
eanspaign. 

tarly  in  June  the  Third  Army  Head-Quartets  moved  from 

^bin-chou  to  Lake  Pei-pu-txii-ya ;  the  divisfons  had  occupied 

^the  line  An-tzu  Shan — Ta-tzu  Shan  on  the  30th  May.   Tlie  Uth 

Divmioo  on  the  left  advanced  along  the  most  southeHy  of  the 

ihxm  metalled  roada  ivhieh  the  Russians  had  built  across  the 

Koim^tiing  Peninsnla  to  e4>me  three  miles  west  of  Dalny,  where 

rlt  look  up  II  deteosive  positioo  oa  a  line  of  low  foot-hills*     The 

[S2fid  Brigade  of  this  division  had  one  regiment  on  each  Ride  oi 

\  Ihe  road,  the  43rd  to  the  north  of  it ;  this  regiment  had  one 

hiitt«lion  in  tlie  front  line  and  two  in  support ;  the  left  regiment 

— the  12th^ — had  all  three  battalions  in  the  front  line.    The  two 

inountaiii  batteriej*  with  this  brigade  were  placed — one  on  tlie 

western  of  two  knolls  to  the  north-west  of  Ta-tzu  Shan  (point 

[183),  the  other  on  a  knoll  immediately  north  of  the  main  road 

(aoiith-eaat  of  point  272).     The  rest  of  the  diviBional  artillery 

further  to  the  rear.     The  two  knolls  juat  referred  to  were 

ovided  with  shelter  pits  and  splinterproof  cover.     Along  the 

immediatelj  in  front  ran  shelter  trenches,  traced   so  a3 

cover  the  approaches  from  the  valleys.    On  a  spur  of  the 

^S7S-Metre   Height  was  a  closed  work,  and   the  position  waa 

i  further  stroDgihened  by  wire  entanglements. 

The  trenches  were  well  placed  with  reference  to  the  ground, 
but  ippeared  hardly  deep  enough  to  give  protection  agali^t 
pluQguig  fire. 

The   10th  Brigade  (of  the  11th  Bivislon)  was  directed  to 

mtireh  on  Li-chia-tun,  and  occupied  the  heights  south-east  of 

that  place,     The  gmund  oti  the  northern  slope  of  this  range  was 

I  so  eteep  that  the  supply  of  water  to  the  troops  on  the  top 

a  source  of  great  difficulty ;  it  had  to  be  carried  by 

hand,  and  much  of  it  was  spilt  on  the  way. 

The  po»ition$  occupied  by  the  Ut  Division  were  not  visited 
by  the  foreign  attaches. 

At  this  period  the  Rus-sinn   garris<>n  of  Port  Arthur  was 

knoH'n  to  equal,  if  not  to  surpass^  the  f^jrces  advancing  to  tlie 

i^lsi vestment.     The  Japanese,  therefore  obser\**^d  ©very  precaution 

.  counter-attacks  and  made  great  etlbrts  to  obtoin  intolH- 

[geoaee  regarding  the  enemy.     From  some  captured  artUlerymen 

'they  a^cettain^  the  following  particulate:^ 

The  enemy  a  line  exton-led  from  Hou  i[u-kang'tzu  (oa  the 
north)  through  Hau*chia-tuTi  to  Ling-shui-ho-tzu,  The  9ecti<(n 
Hou  Mu-kang-tzti^Htin-chia-tun  was  held  by  the  4th  Division 
(General  Fock)-  That  on  the  south  being  occupied  by  the  7th 
Division  (General  Kcndnitenko\  The  4th  Division  compri&eil 
tlie  13th,  14th,  I5th  aud  16th  East  Siberian  Rifle  Regiments, 
the  7th  Divimrn,  the  25th,  26th,  27th  and  28th.  Each  of  the 
abovtt  rfgiiueitts  con^sted  of  ihree  four-com|>any  battalions. 

The  5th  East  Siberian  Sharpshooters— not   included   in   «t 
liiriaional   cadre— -^alao  formed  part  of  the  force.    After  Nan 
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Shan  one  eompany  of  ibis  regiment  had  only  26  men  out  of  350 
left,  and  the  whole  regiment  had  lost  700  killed .  and  800 
wounded.  The  high  proportion  of  killed  ia  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  the  wounded  could  not  be  got  Out  of  the  bottom 
tiers  of  trenches  and  were  left  to  die»  being  hit  again  and  agiiii 
in  some  cases. 

According  to  statements  by  officers  of  the  Third  Am^ 
Head-Quarter  Staff,  the  3rd  East  Siberian  Bifles  (1st  Ddvisiaii  L 
East  Siberian  Army  Corps)  and  the  9th  and  12th  Ea9t  Siberiaa 
Bifles — both  belonging  to  the  3rd  Division  III.  East  Siberian 
Army  Corps  were  also  in  the  fortress ;  the  last-named  division 
was  (General  Stessel's  proper  command. 

There  remained  in  Port  Arthur,  besides,  two  battalions  of 
fortress  infantry,  about  two  cavalry  squadrons  and  three  depdt 
battalions.  The  Japanese  did  not  know  of  the  presence  of 
these  fortress  battalions  until  the  prisoners  told  them  of  ii 
The  depdt  battalions  were  formed  in  Siberia  just  before  the 
war  from  men  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of  age ;  these 
were  absorbed  into  line  battalions  to  make  good  losses  aa  the 
operations  progressed,  their  places  being  taken  by  ail  the 
able-bodied  men  in  Port  Arthur.  In  addition  the  garrison 
comprised  the  regular  complement  of  fortress  and  divisional 
artillery  and  some  five  hundred  volunteers ;  tiiese  laafc — so  it 
was  reported  by  Bussian  refugees  at  Chifu — were  allowed  to 
enlist,  regardless  of  nationality.  In  spite  of  these  reiBtoree- 
ments  the  companies  in  the  fighting  units  did  not  nraally 
exceed  150  to  180  men. 

Operatums  of  the  2oth  and  26ih  June  1904. — Towards  the 
end  of  June  the  1st  Reserve  Brigade  arrived  from  Japan  and 
was  placed  under  the  orders  of  the  commander  of  the  Ist  Divi- 
sion ;  a  Naval  Brigade  was  also  added  to  General  Nogi's  force& 
It  was  therefore  determined  to  attack  Hsiao-ping-tt^  (on  the 
south  coast)  and  the  heights  to  the  north  and  north-west  of  it» 
and  also  to  dislodge  the  Bussians  from  Chien  Shan  and  Wai-tou 
Shan.  From  the  peculiarly  shaped  rocky  summit  of  the  latter 
eminence,  their  observation  parties  could  see  everything  that 
was  passing  in  and  around  Dalny.  Hsiao-ping-tao  anchorage 
formed  a  convenient  torpedo  depdt,  and  not  only  was  it  desired 
to  deprive  the  enemy  of  its  use,  but  also  to  provide  for  the 
Japanese  flotilla  a  base  as  near  as  possible  to  Port  Arthur. 

For  some  three  miles  west  of  Dalny,  up  to  the  point  where 
the  central  and  southern  main  roads  bifurcate,  the  country  is 
low-Jying  and  partially  cultivated.  Then  comes  a  series  of  low 
ridges  which  increase  in  height  and  steepness  as  one  moves 
westward,  until  finally  one  finds  oneself  amongst  a  sea  of 
towering  heights  ranging  from  800  to  1,200  feet—  with  salients 
running  out  from  Qiem.  Between  these,  run  narrow  sandy 
valleys  in  which  nestle  groves  of  trees  and  Chinese  villages. 
In  July  aad  August  (the  rainy  season)  numerous  streams  make 
their  way  through  these  valleys  to  the  sea. 
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The  «l0^pness  of  the  slopes  usoallj  enahled  the  heights  to 

be  captured  without  EDuch  loss,  but  for  the  same  reason  the 

enemy  euffered  comparatively  little  in  retreating,  and  it  was 

'  to  bring  artiHery  fire  to  bear  upon  them.     Moreover, 

less  suceesaion  of  poeitidns  available,  greatly  retaftieil 

the  progress  of  offensive  operations.  fl 

The  bulk  of  the  fighting  described  below  naturally  fell  ajion       ^ 
ibfi  Japanese  left,  the  1st  DiviMian  on  the  right  merely  moving 
larward.    This  division  was  divided  into  two  coin  inns,  of  wliieh 
the  left  column  only  fought  a  few  insignificant  ekitmishos  with 
the  enemy  round  Pan-tao. 

On  the  night  of  the  25th  June  throe  columns  were  formed 
from  the  11  tb  Division* 

The  riglit  column  was  directed  on  Lan-ni-chao, 

The  centre  colufnn  was  directed  on  Ling-shm-ho-t^u  and 
Cha-cbnati;^-t^ii-kou,  fl 

The  left  Column  moved  along  the  most  southerly  of  the        * 
three  mmn  roads. 

The  bulk  of  the  division  and  its  head -quarters  were  with 
the  centre  column. 

The  advance*  1  guartls  of  each   column  stmck  the  Russian  36th 
Mtpoetii  before  sunrise  on  the  26th,     MarchjDg  on  ^o  the  dark^ 
HOBS  they  drove  the  retreating  enemy  before  them  towards  Ohi- 
kuaii  Shan  in  the  Houth,  whde  the  right  column  captured  the 
hei^his  laat  of  Lan-ni-chao  aflar  a  sllglit  rmistanca 

The  Russians  e vacua tc\l  Wat-tou  Hhaii,  and  l>etwccn  9  and 
10  lum*  the  commander  of  the  II th  Division  was  on  this  height 
Thi^s  division  was  at  the  time  occupying  the  line  Han-chia-tun — 
Shuaiig-ting  Shan,  and  the  left  of  the  lat  Diviaion  moved  up 
to  join  hands  witii  it^  The  main  hostile  forces  had  not  been 
enoountered  so  far.  By  rrHJonnaisancefi  it  wrw  ascert^iined  that 
the  enemy  t>ccupied  the  following  posltionsp  in  front  of  the 
1  Ith  Division  : — 

From  Lan-ni-chao  in  the  north  to  the  cros^-nmila  1,*'jO0  yardg 
north  of  Chien  Shan  (marked  x  on  map)p  thence  it  fonned  a 
I  ialiant  round  Cbien  8han  peak,  and  contituied  along  the  ridge 
iottth-south-west  of  it,  but  not  quite  to  Ta-ehih-tung,  Here  it 
formetl  a  deep  re-entering  angle,  the  extreme  right  being  b^nt 
forward  so  an  to  occupy  the  summit  of  Lao*teo  Shan. 

For  the  a<-tual  attack  on  Chien  Shan  the  maim  bodies  of 
the  difierent  columns  aa'^embled  at  Chn-chuang-tzu-kou,  wliere 
ibrm  attaekiug  columns  were  again  formed.  A  portion  of  the 
28nd  Brigade,  with  part  of  the  divisional  artillery,  fonned 
tlic  right  column^  which  was  to  advance  vi4  Lftn<ni'Chao,  the  h 
43rd  Regiment  and  one  battery  formed  the  centre,  and  the  ^ 
I2th  Regiment  with  the  re&t  of  the  artillery  was  on  the  left. 
The  central  column  was  to  adv.uice  on  the  peak,  and  the  left 
one  on  to  the  spur  of  Chien  Shan  ■ 

The  Ru^ian  fleet  appeared  on  the  eceno  at  this  juncture,      ^ 
aa  it  had  done  on  several  previooa  occasions,  and  bombarded 
the  Japaneee  left    The  rocky  aides  of  the  bills  about  here  are      ^ 
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abundantly  pitted  with  shell  marks,  testifying  to  the  severity 
of  the  bombardment.  The  arrival  of  some  Japane9e  warahipB, 
however,  quickly  caused  the  Russian  ships  to  withdraw.  The 
Russian  field  guns  continued  firing  from  positions  west  of  the 
Chien  Shan  ridge ;  on  the  mountain  itself  they  had  placed 
machine  guns. 

About  12.30  p.m.  the  43rd  Regiment  advanced,  with  nearly 
all  its  men  in  the  first  line.  Two  companies  struck  a  fougasse^ 
but  no  one  was  injured.  The  Russians  now  dragged  field  pieces 
on  to  Chien  Shan,  but  only  about  four  rounds  per  gun  had  been 
fired  from  these  when  they  were  silenced.  The  commander  of 
the  mountain  battery  which  had  accompanied  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  centre  column,  had  by  a  clever  manoeuvre  got  his 
battery  on  to  a  knoll  some  3,000  yards  south-east  of  Chien 
Shan  by  12.30  p.m.,  and  thence  bombarded  the  enemy  on  the 
heighta*  Between  3  and  4  p.m.  two  batteries  belonging  to 
the  right  column  came  into  action  on  the  Lan-ni-chao  heights 
against  Chien  Shan.  At  5.30  p.m.  the  peak  was  occupied.  In 
addition  to  the  Russian  infantry,  two  hostile  batteries  and 
four  6-cm.  quick-firers  defended  the  crest.  The  two  last  were 
captured,  together  with  about  200  shells.  Some  40  Russian 
dead  were  found  on  Chien  Shan.  The  Japanese  11th  Division 
lost  in  this  day's  fighting  about  150  men. 

Noticeable  features  about  these  operations  were : — 

"^1)  The  weakness  of  the  apparently  formidable  Chien 
Shan  position.    When  the  peak  had  been  captured, 
an  enterprise  rendered  comparatively  easy  by  the 
steep  zig-zag  approach  on  the  east,  the  strongly 
fortified  spur  running  south-west,  was  rendered 
untenable.    The  trenches  along  it  were  seen  into 
from  the  top  and  were  so  traced  that  the  occupants 
could  only  fire  to  their  inmiediale  front  (south- 
east). 
(2)  The  effective  way  in  which  both  fleets  were  able  to 
intervene  in  the  land  operations,  as  they  had  done 
at  Nan  Shan. 
The  left  of  the  Russians  only  retreated  a  very  short  distance 
after  this  fighting,  but  on  their  right  they  had  receded  a  good 
deal ;  the  new  position  on  this  wing  ran  along  the  heights  of 
An-tzu  Ling,  and  the  ridge  south  of  these  as  far  as  the  valley 
west  of  Ta-shih-tung — thenceforward  it  almost  coincided  with 
that    occupied  before  the   26th  June,  the  extreme  right  on 
Lao-tso  Shan  being  now  practically  an  advanced  position. 

After  the  capture  of  Chien  Shan  the  Japanese  11th  Division 
occupied  Lan-ni-chao  with  one  regiment  of  its  right  brigade, 
the  other  regiment  occupying  Chien  Shan  itself.  Of  the  left 
brigade,  one  battalion,  increa^  later  on  to  one  regiment,  held 
the  entrance  to  the  valley  at  Ta-shih-tung,   the  rest  of  the 

*  The  position  of  these  gims  is  marked  T  on  the  map.— C.  Y. 
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Imgade  oeeupy^ing  Shnang-img  Shan  which  had  been  captured 
by  the  ISth  Regimeot  on  the  ^6th  after  a  slight  skirmisiL 

RuMtan  Ciymder^iiiacks  from  Brd  to  Bth  Jut^  190+. —  3rf  Jtily. 
Realising  too  late  the  supreme  itii|>ortance  of  Chien  Shan 
the  Riiisian  commander  made  deterndued  efforts  to  mtake  it 
Between  1  and  2  pjn.  on  the  3rd  July  a  fome  of  irifatitry,  at 
least  two  imndred  i^trong,  supported  by  abtiut  eight  guns, 
ait4ieked  the  Japanese  positions  alvout  Chieu  Shan ;  it  was 
relafbro^  abotit  4.30  p.m«  and  made  a  determined  aasault, 
which  the  Japanese  repubed  with  difficulty. 

At  5.20  p.m«  four  hostile  guns  took  up  a  position  in  the 
nei^bourhfxid  of  the  heights  west  of  Ta-sliih-tung,  and  shelled 
tlie  Japatii^ae.  The  hostile  infantry  idong  the  wh^jle  lino  retired 
about  7  p  m.,  but  the  guns  retnained  in  position.  At  3.30  p.m. 
m  feroe  of  about  a  Imttnliou  lidvanced  with  bands  playing  frotn 
Ab  direetion  of  Ta-])o  Shan,  but  was  repulsed  by  a  Japanese 
cotiiiit^j--attack.  On  the  aame  day,  ut  6,30  a.m.,  tl»e  Japanege 
outpost*  on  Lao-tsQ  Shan  noticed  signs  of  the  euemj^  advancing, 
and  after  a  firc-tight  which  continued  tlirotighout  the  morning, 
the  Russians,  being  leinforeed,  di'ove  in  the  Japanese  outposts. 
At  ZJiQ  p.m.  two  Etiesian  coInmuR  advanced  in  dose  order  down 
iiw  %^Alh*y  north  of  Liio-tso  Shan.  Tht*y  were  heavily  fired  on 
by  Japanese  artillery  on  Shuang-ting  Shan  (312*Motrc  IlLi^^ht) 
and  retif^  in  confusion.  At  6.30  pan.  Russian  infantry 
^appeared  on  the  south  of  Lao-tso  Shan,  and  at  G.45  p.m.  four 
mxm  in  the  valley  north  of  the  above  height  poured  a  galling 
Ire  on  to  the  Japanese  left  Although  silencetl  by  artillery 
fira,  they  retained  thi^ir  pusition»$  throughout  the  lught^ 

At  5  a.iD.  on  the  ith  July  a  Russian  company  on  the  hills  4^  ^nlj, 
1,100  yards  north  of  Cha-kou  tired  on  the  Japanese  i^con- 
noilring  jmtruls.  From  adjoining  heights,  Ixxlio.^  of  Ruastans 
kept  tip  a  heavy  fire  on  the  Japanese  |»osition  on  the  hills 
nortb-eaflt  of  Pan<tao.  I'he  right  batteries  <if  the  11th 
Kvtfiianal  Artillery,  compelled  the  enemy  in  tliiHi  part  of  the 
field  to  Uike  ahelten 

Skirmishing  t<Xik  pkcc  on  the  same  day  between  tin; 
Japanese  and  weak  Rua*imn  detuchments,  supported  by  artillery, 
which  had  advanced  to  the  heigh  t«$  east  of  Nan  Cha-kou, 

From  1  ft.m.  until  7  a.m.  on  the  4th,  the  Russians  made 
a  series  of  assaults  wpon  Chien  Shan  and  the  spur  to  the  south 
of  it,  witli  bixlic^  of  ever-increasing  strength  The  Japanese 
odied  up  thoir  re^rves  t*j  opi>ose  these  forces,  which  by  noon 
wem  eetimated  at  seven  and  a  lialf  battalions  with  a  r«^giment 
in  reaQrT& 

Tbeh<»stile   gun*  fired    heavily  on   Chien    Slmn>  ami    tht* 
iy*s  riflemen  foixjed   two  Japanese  batteries   to   take   up 

tioii8  furtlier  to  tlie  rear,  The  enemy  again  attacked  at 
'BO  p.m.,  und  his  warships,  appearing  in  the  oflin<?,  can  sod 
eonsicierable  annoyance  to  the  Japanese  left  On  this  Hank» 
loo,  the  Japanese  iufantry  reserves  were  brought  up,  and  the 


wem 
^L  in  rei 

tso 


S   M$»4. 


354  PORT  ARTHUB. 

newly-arrived  heavy  artillery  took  up  positions  (a)  near  < 


three  batteries,  and  (b)  east  of  Huang-ni-shan-tnn — ^two  batteries^ 
Japanese  naval  gans,  also  participated  in  the  engagement. 

Another  attack  was  made  on  Chien  Shan  about  1 1  p.nL  and 

repulsed. 

5th  July.  Early  on  the  6th,  the  enemy  opposite  the  Japanese  right 

advanced  from  the  positions  where  he  had  sheltered  himself  on 
the  previous  night — the  heights  north  of  Cha-koiL  After 
advancing  to  within  fifty  yards  of  the  Japanese  line,  he  began 
gradually  to  retreat  in  this  part  of  the  field,  and  finally 
disappeared  about  1  p.m. 

That  same  morning  at  2.30,  the  fiercest  of  all  the  attacks 
on  Chien  Shan  took  place,  the  fighting  being  hand-to-hand. 
At  tf.30  a.m.  the  enemy  Ijegan  to  retreat. 

On  the  left  of  the  Japanese  an  unsuccessful  attempt  was 
made  by  their  outposts  to  recover  the  positions  from  which  they 
had  retreated  on  the  previous  day. 

The  Russian  warships  again  shelled  for  a  time  the  Japanese 
positions  in  this  region,  but  no  serious  fighting  took  place. 

Generally  speaking,  as  the  result  of  the  above  operations,  the 
relative  positions  of  the  opposing  forces  remained  unchanged. 

The  Japanese  warmly  praise  the  manner  in  which  the 
Russians  advanced  at  night.  The  men  were  in  shirt-eleeves, 
and  despite  tte  rupged  nature  of  the  hill  slopes,  they  advanced 
so  stealthily  on  several  occasions  as  to  surprise  the  Japanese 
outposts. 

27^  battle  of  the  26th  to  the  28th  July  1904.— Some  of  the 
reinforcements  which  reached  General  Nogi  during  July  have 
already  been  referred  to.     They  comprised  altogether — 

(a)  The  4th  Reserve  Brigade  which  was  used  as  "Aimy 
Troops." 

(6)  The  2nd  Field  Artillery  Brigade  of  72  guna 

(c)  3 '9-inch  mortars,  4 '7- inch  howitzers  (some  of  the  last 

took  part  in  the  battle  of  the  Ya-lu),  4*  7-inch  bronxe 
guns,  and  more  naval  guns — a  few  of  these  were 
4*  7-inch,  but  these  were  mostly  12-pounders. 

(d)  The  9th   Division.     The  rearmost  components  of  this 

force  did  not  reach  the  front  until  the  28th  and  29th 

July. 

Between  the  5th  and  26th,  only  minor  bkiimishing  took 

place.     The  Japanese  placed  twelvef  S* 42-inch  field  gons  taken 

at  Nan  Shan  in  position  east  of  Lan-ni-chao  and  six  naval  guns 

at  a  point  some  1,650  yards  west  of  Chu-chuang-tzu-koo. 

On  the  12th  and  17th,  small  counter-attacks  were  made  by 
the  Russians  and  repulsed. 

26th  July.         On  the  26th   July,   the  operations   designed   to  push   the 
Russians  back  behind  the  permanent  defences  of  Port  Arthur 

*  Place  not  stated. 

t  This  is  according  to  the  official  reports.    The  Third  Army  Staff 
Informed  ihe  Attaches  that  they  itrere  teiii— 0.  Y. 
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^^    weft  bagUQ.     At  ihis  time  tlie  Japanese  forces  were  dif^posed  as 

^B  followA:^ — 

■         Right  Wing,— The  1st  Division  with  the  2nd  Field  Artillery 

^m  Brigade. 

^H         Centre, — The  gr**ater  part  of  the   9th    Diviaioti   reinforced 

^H  by  the  4tli  Reserve  Briga^le,  three  heavy  hatieiies  and 

^H  the  captured  Kuss^ian  pieces. 

^^^^  ^/*  Wing, — Ttie  lUh  Division  and  two  heavj^  batieiie& 

P^^  As  a  general  reserve  behind  the  right  was  the  1st  Reserve 
I         Brigfiilc  at    Wang-chia-tun.     The   ground   on   this   Hank   was 
open  and  a  counter-attack  on  a  large  scale  "^bs  therefore  to  be 
I        sfiprBhenderL 

Below  are  ^ivon  the  different  subdivisions  of  the  Army 
for  the  attack  and  the  objectiv*es  saaigi^ed  to  thein : — 

Th<^  right  of  the  two  columns  into  which  the  1st  Division 
livided  was   to  advance   along  the   northern  main  road, 
lian-kou  (Height  178)  being  its  first  objectiva. 
be  left  cohiiim  was  to  move  a^jain^it  the  same  line  of  heights 
from  a  more  southeriy  direction. 

Tho^di visional  artillery  was  to  come  into  action  at  daybreak 
July  to  the  east  of  Ying-cheng-tsEU  to  8Up[»oft  the 
cka 

Afti^r  the  fighting  uf  tho  3rd-5th  July  thfl  Russian  left  wing 
ext*^nd<*d  from  Height  ;i5 2  (Hwi  Bhan*)  via  Shuang-tai-kou  to 
the  Ma  at  Ying-cheng-tm  Bay.  Before  that  they  had  held  the 
heights  IJOO  y^nh  north  of  Cha-kou  and  the  244-  and  178- 
MHiw  Fl*nghtH.  The  two  last-imiiied  were  still  occupied  by 
II  "  '  ■  and  the  ri/lges  wcf^t  of  it  as  regular  ml vanced  position^ 
IV  ^  y  lu*  a  weak  ontpost, 

On  the  ^jctreme  left  of  the  BusBian  position  closo  to  th« 
SKNtliem  rria«l  (^2,000  yards  nurth  of  Chang-ling-tzn)  thu 
mnomy  biid  dug  gun  jiits  for  one  batti^ry  (eight  pieces?).  Round 
Shuang^tiii'kou  was  a  very  well  constructed  infantry  trench* 
On  Uk'  high  hills  were  tiers  of  trenches,  the  top  one  very 
oonJipicUDUs  un  the  crest  Hue,  The  195-Metre  Height  had  a 
Uinaed  trench  along  the  crest  line* 

The  gn3nnd  in  fn^iit  of  the  pomtions  in  the  hills  was  ©very- 
white  itoep  i^xc»-pt  to  the  north-east  of  the  195-Uotre  Height^ 
where  a  long  geatly-sloping  spur  ends  in  a  col  over  which  a 
path  paat0%, 

Tht  9th  Division,  in  the  centre,  which  was  to  he  hurled 
Matniii  the  loftiest  heights^  fi^rihcd  three  attacking  eoluinnj>«, 
TO  riglrt  one  (18th  Brignde)  was  dirt?cted  on  a  salient  west 
of  An-tj;u  Ling^  the  centre  one^  consifiting  of  the  4th  Reserve 
BrtMde,  on  to  a  hill  with  an  earthwork  termetl  '*  the  Height 
2,000  metres  north-east  of  An-tscu  Ling/*  the  left  («>tli  Bi-igade) 
cm  io  a  low  hill  east  of  iVn-t^n  Ling.  The  9th  Diviitjon  was 
hirntiacked  round  l4m*ni-chao  and  Pan-lao, 


*  Tb«  JftpaucfO  appear  to  have  «alled  tkli  hill  0|fluiL 
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The  11th  Division,  which  had  been  moved  soathward  since 
the  9th  had  begun  to  arrive,  was  formed  in  two  oolumns ;  the 
right  one  wfiis  to  move  from  the  southern  spurs  of  Cfai^i  Shan 
across  the  valley  on  to  the  long  ridge  south  of  An-tsEU  ling. 
It  consisted  of  six  battalions  (the  whole  lOth  Brigade) : — the 
44th  Regiment  being  on  the  right,  22nd  on  the  left.  With 
it  were  five  out  of  the  six  divisional  mountain  batterieBy  sir 
4*  7-inch  bronze  guns,  twelve  3*  9-inch  mortars  and  ten  naval 
guns.  The  mountain  batteries  fired  from  a  narrow  ridge 
4,000  yards  east  of  Ta-shih-tung.  The  left  column  (four 
battalions  and  one  mountain  battery)  moved  on  to  an  onder- 
feature  east-north-east  of  the  195-Metre  Height.  Two  battalicHis 
remained  in  reserve  and  to  observe  the  enemy's  extreme 
right. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  11th  Division  attacked  with- 
out packs,  leaving  them  at  the  bottom  of  the  hills  under  the 
charge  of  a  few  men.  One  such  fatigue  man  carried  four 
packs  on  a  pole  over  his  shoulder.  The  9th  Division,  which 
had  just  arrived,  made  no  such  arrangements  and  the  men 
fought  with  their  valises  on.  At  the  outset  of  this  fighting 
each  holdier  carried  between  200  and  300  rounds  of  ammunition, 
his  pockets  and  haversack  being  filled. 

At  7.30  a.m.  on  the  26th  July  the  attack  began,  bat  the 
movements  of  the  force  were  greatly  impeded  by  a  thick  fug 
which  later  in  the  day  turned  to  heavy  rain.  In  the  afternoon 
the  left  column  of  the  1st  Division  captured  the  weakly  held 
178-Metre  Height.  It  then  advanced  on  to  the  244-lletre 
Height  and  sul^quently  on  to  ''  K,''  reaching  the  foot  of  this 
rocky  hill  in  the  evening.  To  support  this  attack  four  howitzers 
and  six  mortars  were  placed  on  the  track  leading  north  horn 
the  main  road  and  leaving  it  just  west  of  Pan-taa  A 
mountain  battery  of  the  9th  Division  was  placed  on  the  sooth- 
east  slopes  of  the  244-Metre  Height.  Throughout  the  cold 
rainy  night  the  men  of  the  1st  Division,  intermingled  with 
parties  of  the  9  th,  were  crowded  together  at  the  foot  of  the 
precipitous  slopes.  The  1st  Division  Head-Quarters  were  at 
Chien  Mu-kang-tzu. 

The  right  column  of  the  9th  Division  halted  on  the  ridce 
halfway  l^tween  Lan-ni-chao  and  Hsi  Shan  ;  it  suffered  heavuy 
from  the  enemy's  artillery  fire,  and  I  was  informed  that  a  single 
shrapnel  disabled  fifty  men.  The  other  column  on  the  right 
likewise  halted,  rain  and  fog  stopping  its  advance.  The  left 
column  of  the  9  th  Division  was  almost  up  to  the  hostile  works 
when  a  heavy  fusillade  caused  it  to  retreat. 

Throughout  the  26th,  the  Army  Commander  watched  the 
operations  on  the  right  and  centre  from  Height  300 — north  of 
Pan-tao.  The  mountain  batteries  of  the  11th  Division  from  the 
ridge  east  of  Ta-ehi-tung,  and  the  heavier  pieces  further  back, 
poured  a  tremendous  fire  on  to  the  Russian  trenches  along  the 
crest  of  Height  195.     The  guns  evidently  fired  both  shrapnel 
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ami  htgh-expTosive  shell  m  sM  the  grass  on  the  slopes  wn^  burnt 
Gims  tisitig  in^Jfrect  tire  also  aided  the  attacking  cohimn  on  the 
f>xt7eiD€  left  No  deciaive  infantry  movements,  however*  took 
place  on  this  flank  on  the  26ih, 

ThronghoQt  the  night  of  iht^  26th -27th  July,  tlie  9tli 
BiTiaion  made  attacks  on  the  An-t^u  Ling  Heights,  but  the 
gitMilirl  was  too  bad  and  the  enemy  too  vigilant  for  it  to 
soeeeail 

The  27th  broke  fine,  and  early  in  the  moi^ning  the  w<^Btem  37t^  Jnlj* 
Mlient  of  An-tzn   Ling  and  all  the  heights  north  of  it  were  ~ 

heavily  sh**lletU  The  rocks — ^looeened  by  the  piMJectiles— 
fell  im  to  the  soldiers  of  the  1st  and  9th  Diviaiuna  cowering  at 
the  foot  of  the  heights  and  obliged  theni  to  retire  a  little. 
At  3  p.m,  the  infnntry    in    ihi^   part  of   the   field    gained   a 

tial  {(Hiiintr  on  tlie  we^i  salient  ami  mnrnnit  of  An-teu  Ling» 
a  ht*avy  Hanking  tire  prt* vented  tlie  wtiole  position  from 
bein^  captured.  The  column  of  the  9th  l>i vision  directed  on 
to  the  heights  north-east  of  An*tza  Ling  participated  in  the 
capture.  Four  tiers  of  trenches  on  this  height  were  to  dis- 
pcii^rl  that  the  capture  of  one  tier  remlured  no  porlion  of  the 
othi^rs  untenable  ;  but  the  summit  was  so  narr>w  that  the 
enetDy  could  only  pot  two  coinpaniea  of  Sharpshooters,  on© 
infantry  batUlion,  two  Q,F.  mountain  guns,  and  six  machine 
guns  on  tht^  top  of  it  Two  of  the-se  pieces  were  put  otit 
of  action  on  tho  'ieth  and  two  more  on  the  27tlL  At  the 
en<l  of  the  assault  just  described,  the  enemy  wa^  hurling 
boulderB  on  to  the  Jupiinese  and  many  casualties  were 
eanfiod  by  thene. 

An  attack  on  the  195* Metre  Height  made  by  tlie  lUh 
Df  Tithe  aftenioon  of  the  27th  wa.^   unBueces.sful  owing 

U^  ibbom  re^ifltance  of    the    enemy ,  and    the    4Lssrstancc 

rendered  by  the  RusHian  war-ship«  which  appiiared  off"  Lung- 
waiig-ton,  A  night  attack  was  therefore  decided  upon  for  the 
nigtit  of  the  27th/28th  July*  During  its  course  a  battalion 
c<H  r  of  tbe  iSth  Kcginient  with  two  conipauies,  got  right 

n*  enemy  s  extitsme  right;  and,  owing  to  the  retreat 

of  adjoming  portiotis  of  the  enemy  a  line,  a  large  party  of 
Bussians  on  this  wing  was  eompietely  cut  off  But  taking 
advanti^^^  of  the  darknees  it  sailed  away  in  junks^  and  the 
Japanaie  when  they  entered  the  pOF^itions  at  5  a.m.  were  greatly 
di»ippoiilti^  to  find  that  the  "  birtl  ha«i  flown/' 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th  July,  General  Nogi  ordered 
tbe  lat  Division^  MUpi)orted  by  the  general  reserve,  to  make  a 
fOEientl  assault  the  Tt«*xt  day.  A  description  has  nlreatly  been 
pvm  how  the  portionft  of  the  1st  nod  9t!i  Drviaion^  ha<) 
captured,  respectively,  the  height  Bouth-wo^t  of  Yin-liao-tza, 
ud  the  spur  west  of  An-tzu  Ling.  Early  on  the  morning  of  38th  Jul;, 
the  28th,  the  l^t  Division  moved  up  the  valley  towards  the 
Qortb  of  Hgi  8han.  Ilie  9th  Division  and  part  of  the  1st 
eapinrpl  thin  height  by  a  frontal  attack,  while  another  portion 
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of  the  1st  entered  Shuang-tai-kou,  meetiiig  with  8li^ 
resistance. 

The  Russians  on  Hsi  Shan,  called  also  '*the  triple-peaked 
hill,"  finding  it  impossible  to  tire  oa  to  the  slopes  immediatdy 
below  the  crest,  drove  galleries  through  the  ground  just 
below,  and  placed  men  inside  who  bayonetted  the  assailants 
through  loopholes  as  the  latter  clambered  up.  Japanese 
engineers  were  then  sent  up  to  throw  grenades  charged  witii 
dynamite  through  these  loopholea  Besides  this  the  enemy 
"  lassooed  "  the  Japanese  as  they  climbed  up  and  pulled  them 
off  their  legs.  Several  Japanese  officers  relate  how  one  Russian 
overbalancing  himself  whilst  attempting  this^  fell  over  and 
broke  his  arm. 

The  final  assault  on  Hsi  Shan  was  aided  by  the  enfilade 
fire  of  several  guns  which  had  taken  up  a  position  in  the  plain 
to  the  right.  At  9  a.m.  the  Japanese  nad  captui*ed  the  entire 
crest  line  of  the  central  heights,  and  by  noon  the  enemy  was 
in  full  retreat.  At  3  p.m.  the  Japanese  position  was : — Qiang- 
ling-tzu — Lung-wang-tun.  Thence  it  was  seen  that  the  enemy 
had  taken  up  a  position  on  the  Feng-huang  Shan  line  of  heights 
some  8,000  yards  further  back,  which  had  been  hastily 
entrenched  beforehand. 

The  chief  points  to  be  noted  about  the  three  days'  fitting 
just  described  appear  to  be : — 

(1)  The  verification  of  the  oft-repeated  dictum  that  com- 

manding positions  are  not  necessarily  strong  positions, 
but  rather  the  contrary.  The  sheer  heights  of  An-tzu 
Ling  and  Hsi  Shan  were  taken  by  infantry  assaults, 
but  the  195-Metre  Height,  approachable  by  a  gently 
sloping  spur^  was  never  stormed,  although  turned 
and  rendered  untenable  by  artillery  fire,  yet  so 
confident  were  the  Russians  as  to  the  impregnability 
of  the  two  first-named  heights  that  they  nad  held 
them  with  only  a  few  companies,  whilst  concentrating 
a  considerable  force  in  the  low  ground  near  the  sea. 

(2)  The  Japanese   artillery  and  infantry  gave  a  splendid 

example  of  mutual  support. 

(3)  The    somewhat    crippled    Port    Arthur    squadron    by 

intervening  in  the  land  fighting  was  still  capable 
of  producing  some  effect,  even  if  it  were  only 
temporary. 

(4)  The  mistake  that  the  Ru&sians  made  in  placing  their 

guns  in  positions  whence  they  could  not  easilj  be 
withdrawn,  which  resulted  in  their  loss. 

SI9th  July.  The  fighting  on  the  9Qth  July,— On  the  29th  July  the  Rus- 
sians held  the  line  Feng-huang  Shan^Chu-chia-tun — Ta  Ku 
Shan — Hsiao  Ku  Shan. 

On  the  hill  immediately  west  of  the  northern  road  where 
this  cuts  the  hill-range  between  Tu-cheng-tzu  and  Shni-shih- 
ying  were  two  tiers  of  trenches,  one  on  the  crest,  another 
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two^UiJrJs  uf  the  way  down.  On  the  nortliera  foot  hilb  of  the 
Fisn^-bUAng  Shan  group  was  a  line  of  gun  epaulments,  and 
aevsnil  of  the  liilb  to  the  south  had  ordinary  shelter  trenches 
rtmnitig  round  thetn.  Close  to  Ta*cheng-tzn  and  about  a 
mile  in  frotit  of  the  hill  r^nge  hid  been  dug  rows  of  shelter 
pib*.  The  level  extent  of  ground  which  the  Japanese  had  to 
erom  waa  thickly  cultivated  with  millet,  inien*ected  by  the 
beda  of  several  Btream»  and  dotted  with  villages.  At  tliat 
time  tije  croi>8  were  partly  cut,  tl>e  streams  were  full  and  the 
Boil  heavy. 

When  tliey  retreated  on  the  28th  the  Russians  took  most 
of  fchf?ir  dead  and  wounded  with  them. 

The  29th  July  was  a  day  of  rest  for  tlie  Japanese  forces, 
Atmnuniiion  and  supplies  were  replentBhed,  field  hospitals 
clcan^  and  the  whole  of  the  9tli  Division  took  it^  place  m  tbe 
cnitre  of  tlie  line. 

Tbe  heavy  artillery  started  at  11  p.m,  that  night  and 
reaebed  Hsia-clujb-tmi,  a  vilhige  on  the  Tu-cheng-tzu — Ta  Ku 
Shan  road«  at  2  a.m>  It  had  been  kept  under  the  direct  orders 
of  General  Nogi,  The  1st  Reserve  Brigade  was  again  under 
tbe  oflloer  commanding  the  1st  Division.  The  right  of  this 
divtakm  moved  on  Ni-chia-tzii,  the  left  on  Tu-cheng-tzu ;  botli 
columns  starting  at  3  a,tn,  The  reat  of  the  Army  left  its 
bivouacs  at  4  a.m. 

The  eoerny,  poasibly  convinced  that  after  such  heavy 
tightinjBr  anothtir  myriad  of  inaction  wouhl  follow,  was  completely 
>"  I      Th*^  Japanese  found  the  arms  of  some  Russian  uuito 

|>  I  captured  ijuantities  of  supplier  and  cooking  utensils. 

At  d  iSLXn,  the  1st  Division  had  taken  the  positions  oppo^site 
to  it,  but  the  9th  Division  which  had  to  pass  over  open  ground 
after  cruasing  the  railway,  advanced  more  slowly  aad  wutfered 
loeia* 


The  enemy  retiring  from  Feng-huang  Shan  on  to  Yu-ta  aoth  Jn 
Shan  waa  entiladed  by  the  Japanese  artillery,  and  i^utfered 
beariljr^  By  midday  the  whole  ratjge  wan  in  the  hands  of  the 
Japaufve,  and  tfiey  were  now  in  a  position  to  boriiliard  the 
towD  and  harbour.  The  first  jnound  from  their  siege  batteries 
waa  fired  on  the  7th  August,  and  marked  the  beginning  of  the 
"»^  proper. 

It  only   remained  to  capture  Ta  Ku  Shati  and   Hsiao  Ku 
Shan»  which  was  done  from  the  7th  to  9th  August* 

Tb©  princifial  medical  officer   at   the   Dalny   base  hospital 
gave  the  casualties  in  the  fighting  from  the  26th  July  to  the 


aoth  July  at  2.500. 


brigade  of  the  9th  Div 


The  19th  Regiment  belonging  to  the  right 
ffered  most  i 


merely, 
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(15)  Port  Arthur.— Epitome  of  Operatioiui  of  the 

Third   Japanese  Army  from  the  Battle  of 

Nan  Shan  on  26th  May  1904  to  the  end  of 

the  Siege. 


By  Colonel  W.  Apsley  Smith,  C.B.,  Royal  Field  Artillery, 
Tokio,  14th  February  1905. 


Maps. 
Sketch  map  of  Kuan-tung  Peninsula        -  -     Map  68. 

Environs  of  Port  Arthur  -  -  -        „     69. 


th  Xay  ^'  ^^^  ^^^  battle  of  Nan  Shan*  the  1st  and  3rd  Divisioo^ 

25th         of  the  Second  Army  advanced  south-west,  and  the  remaining 
"*••  division— the  4th — was  sent  north.     A  week  later  the  6th  and 

11th  Divisions  came  into  line  from  Ten-tai  Wan — their  landing 
placet ;  the  3rd  and  6th  Divisions  moved  north  to  complete  the 
Second  Army,  and  the  Third  Army — composed  of  the  Ist  and 
11th  Divisions — took  up  a  defensive  position  some  four  miles 
west  of  the  Dalny  branch  railway.  Both  the  Ist  Division  on 
the  north  and  the  11th  Division  on  the  south  rested  their  outer 
flanks  on  the  sea. 

2.  The  Ruasians,  who  were  now  in  superior  numbers, 
established  themselves  five  to  six  miles  fmrther  west.  The 
Japanese  line  extended  from  north  to  south  for  over  nine  miles 
as  the  crow  flies,  and  bad  the  Russians  made  a  serious  attack  on 
the  Third  Army  during  June  they  would  probably  have  broken 
its  front. 

3.  All  the  country  between  Port  Arthur  and  the  Japanese 
line,  south  of  the  main  Manchurian  railway,  is  extremely  broken 
and  mountainous,  precipitous  peaks  rising  to  heights  of  1 ,000  to 
1,200  feet,  with  rocky  ridges,  steep  underfeatures^  and  deep 
valleys.  The  main  watershed  runs  east  and  west,  the  spurs 
generally  trend  north  and  south. 

4.  Towards  the  end  of  June  Dalny  had  been  sufficiently 
cleared  of  some  thousand  mines,  and  reinforcements  for  the 
Third  Army,  including  an  infantry  reserve  brigade,  began  to 
an-ive  there. 

thJnna  On   the   night  of  the   25th-26th   June  the    Third   Army 

5th  July,  advanced  in  echelon,  the  left  (11th  Division)  leading,  and  by 

the  27th-28th  June  the  line  of  Russian  field  works  had  been 
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oiptured  after  two  or  three  somewhat  severe  engagements. 
This  lioth  rendered  Dalny  secure  and  g»ve  to  the  Third  Army 
AH  excellent  position. 

5.  Oil  th*^  3rd,  4th,  and  5ttj  July  the  Ru8*)ians  repeatedly 
ittiicked  the  captured  works,   both   by   day  and  niglit ;    the 

jilting  wm  desperate,  and  in  mftny  cases  hand-to-hand ;  the 
lomm  on  both  sides  were  heavy.  The  Japana-ie,  however, 
nmintained  their  position. 

6.  Eventtially  the  Rui^sianR  took  up  a  aeeond  previously  pre-  0tli  to  S< 
parcel  line  of  works,  four    to  six  miles  further  w^est,  with  their  ^^J- 
right  somewhat  refused,  and  their  left  on  the  sea.     About  the 
2-1rd  July  the  &th  Diviisioo^  landing  at  Dslny,  occupied  the  centre 
ol  the  Japanese  line* 


4 


1.  The  next  general  attack  took  place  on  the  26th,  27th.  and  SOtli  to 
28th  July,     'ilie  tighting  was  very  severe — much  of  it  at  night,  3®*^  ^^' 
and  lLand*io-hand  ;  some  of  tbe  poditions  were  aim  as  t  inacces- 
sible, and  at  points  thore  were  as  many  as  four  tiers  of  trencher. 
As  a   reault,  the  Russians  retired  to  the  lino  of  heights  imme- 
clti^tely  oppoaiLe  to  and  some  4,500  yards  Arom  the  Port  Arthur 

8b  On  the  night  of  the  30th-3l8t  July  these  heights  were 
carried  by  aurprine,  and  the  investnient  was  completed,  with  tlie 
excel »tion  of  two  detached  hills — Ta  Ku  Shan  and  Hsiao  Ku 
SLnn— II  III  ill?  in  fnjnt  of  the  forts  on  the  extreme  Russian  right 
Tints**  hills  were  only  lightly  entrenched,  but  seriously  interfered 
with  any  siege  operations.  They  were  captured  by  the  11th 
Diviaion  on  the  7th-8th  August,  and  ttie  siege  proper  of  Port 
Arthur  comm«*nced. 

9.  Up  to  the  0th  August  the  approximate  loasea  of  the 
Third  Army  were  between  H,000  iiud  10,000  eaaualtiei,  and  at 
leaat  7,000  Fiick*     The  RusisianB  loat  quite  aa  many, 

10.  The  besieging  army  in  August  consisted  of^ — 

(a)  Three  complete  divisions,  two  of  which — the  9th  and 
nth — had  six  uiountain  batt^^rlea  apiece  and  the 
remaining  one — the  Ist — six  field  bittorie^.  The 
Ist  Division  alono  had  ita  cavalry. 

(fc)  The  1st  Reserve  Brigade  and  an  independent  reserve 
brigade,  each  of  three  regiments  ni  two  battalions, 

(c)  The  2nd  Artillery  Brigade  of  72  field  guns, 

{d)  Twenty-eiglit  12'Ciu,  {•1'7-iuch)  heavy  field  howiti^m. 

(e)  Six  S' 4-inch  captures!  Rusaian  field  giini^. 

(/)  Eight  4* 7- inch  and  sixteen  \±*^v.  naval  guuB 

(p)  Seven  battalions  of  siege  artillery  with  twenty-four 
9*€m.  (3' 5-inch)  mortars,  scveiity4w*o  IS-^m, 
(ij*94nch)  niortivra,  aixteen  15-cm.  howitzers,  thirty 
12-CDi.  (4'7'inch)  bro!)ze  guns,  and  four  10'5-em, 
(4'  1-inch)  gims  of  lat^^sfc  construction. 


PORT  ARTHUK* 

Very  few  of  these  guns  could  have  much  effect  upon 
permanent  works  or  against  really  heavy  guns. 

The  garrison  of  Port  Arthur,  exclusive  of  the  Navy,  was 
estimated  to  be  32  battalions  at  the  commencement  of  operations 
(25th  May  1904),  and  the  heavy  armament  at  some  300  guns. 

11.  The  land  defences  of  Port  Arthur*  are  divided  into  two 
distinct  sections,  separated  by  a  valley  a  mile  or  more  in  width, 
through  which  runs  a  road  and  river  and  the  railway.  The 
eastern  section  has  an  almost  continuous  enceinte,  with  forts  on 
hills  behind,  and  with  a  line  of  advanced  works  closely  con- 
nected with  the  enceinte.  The  western  section  consists  of 
isolated  forts,  affording  mutual  support,  and  covering  lines  of 
entrenchments  and  serai-permanent  works  on  every  spur  and 
knoll.  Both  flanks  rest  on  the  sea.  The  valley  is  covered  by 
several  detached  works,  connected  by  shelter  trenches  and 
forming  a  salient  between  the  two  sections.  The  low  gix)und 
to  the  north  is  much  broken,  and  affords  in  many  places 
excellent  cover  from  view  and  even  from  plunging  fire.  At  a 
distance  varying  from  two  to  three  miles  to  the  north  of  the 
defences  runs  a  chain  of  heights  with  many  underfeatures 
towards  the  south,  giving  an  admirable  choice  of  positions  for 
siege  artillery.  Close  in  rear  of  the  north-east  portion  of  these 
heights  is  the  railhead,  three  hours  journey  from  Dalny,  a  place 
which  forms  an  unsurpassable  base  of  operations  for  an  army. 

8th  to  19th        12.  From  the  8th  to  the  19th  August  there  was  desultory 
<^^ir-  cannonading,  chiefly   Russian,  whilst  the  Japanese    infantry 

entrenched  themselves  in  the  low  ground,  and  the  batteries 
built  their  emplacements  on  the  southern  spurs  of  the  heights. 

19th  to  13.  On  the  19th  August  the  1st  Division  took  an  isolated 

21»t  Aug.  spur  near  Hsiao  Tung-kou  on  the  extreme  Russian  left,  and  on 
the  night  of  the  19th/20th  the  9th  Division  captured  part 
of  the  most  northerly  detached  redoubt,  Fort  Kuropatkin,  in  the 
Shui-shih-ying  valley,  but  only  to  be  driven  out  of  it  next  day ; 
this  work  covered  one  of  the  main  sources  of  the  Port  Arthur 
water  supply.  On  the  21st  August  there  was  heavy  firing,  both 
artillery  and  musketry,  especially  about  the  right  centre  of  the 
e&stem  section  of  the  defences,  and  the  Japanese  infantry 
pushed  in  closer  at  this  point.  This  was  evidently  to  be  the 
point  of  attack,  and  it  was  now  certain  that  General  Baron 
Nogi  intended  to  try  and  take  this  eastern  section  by  a  coup  de 
main.  Both  he  and  his  chief  of  the  staff  had  been  present  at 
the  successful  assault  on  Port  Arthur  in  November  1 894,  and 
this  may  have  biassed  them.  Probably,  also,  the  Third  Army 
was  urgently  wanted  elsewhere. 

22nd  to  14.  On  the  22nd  August  the  artillery  fire  was  heavy  and 

26th  Aug.     universal ;  but  on  neither  side  could  much  sj'stem  be  detected, 

or  much  attempt,  except  here  and  there  for  short  intervals,  at 

'  «  Se€  Plate  69. 
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eoibcetitmtiDn,  The  Japanese  artillery*  preparaiioti  was,  in  fact, 
^Wifpieaoiis  by  lie  abQeiiee.  The  9th  DiviBitm  eaptnr^d  during 
llio  dny,  two  adjoimjig  advanced  works,  Ea^t  and  West  Pan-lmig 
HhaQ«  in  the  right  eentFe  of  the  eastern  sectioD,  and  cloec  to  the 
Quoettite*  But  its  Ujgsea  were  very  eevere^som^  battalions  losing 
70  ta  HO  per  cent,  of  their  strength.  One  o£  the  above  works 
wm^  ussanlted  three  times, 

15.  On  the  night  of  the  23rd/24th  the  KuaBians  made  a  verj" 
E^r mined  cc>uBt*?r*att6ck  against  the  two  captured  works,  East 

W©»*t  Pan-lung  Shan,  and  to   the  east  and  west  of  them. 

bey    were   repuked   after  heavy  fighting,  and  the  Japanese, 

[following  yp,  at  one  time  penetrateil  the  enceinte,  and  even 

lied  half-way  up  the  glacis  of  one  of  the  supporting  forts 

jTang'ta]  Forte)  behind* 

16.  The   net   results   of  the   above   fighting    were,   (i)   tlie 
^retention of  the  advanced  works, East  an*!  West  Pan-lung  Shan; 

(ii)  a  Japanese  casualty  roll  of  14,000;  (iii)  the  resulve  of 
jleoeral  Baron  Nogi  to  have  recourse  to  rt-gular  siege  operalions, 
"  ling  from  Japan  every  aiege  gun  available  and  reinforce* 
inenia  to  complete  Im  cadrea. 

17.  During  ihi.^  period,  except  for  a  Ii^avy  hut  unHuece&*jful  2Sth  Aiif. 
couut^^r-ettaek  on  the  night  of  the  28th/29th  August  against  the  ^  ^^^'^j 
two  captured  works,  Eaat  and  West  Pan-lung  Sban,  nothing  of       ^  ' 
>rimary  importance  took  pluce,     A  desultory  c^mnon^ule  con* 
tinucil  on  both  sides,  mainly,  perhaps.  Rfissian ;  at  times  intense 

-(f.g,  if  nnval  batteries  fired  on   the  ships  or  buildings,  the 
LBussian  batteries  would  sliell  them  heavily) — at  other  times 

iyixkg  Away  to  nothing.  Also  outbursts  of  rifie  fire  against  saps 
find  trencha!?,  and  vol  ley  ?*  in  response,  A  few  ver^'  minor  sorties* 
fTho    Hus.-*!!!!!!^   dug  variotis  entrenchments,  and   tho  Japanese 

puahe<l  on  their  Sfips  and  parallels,  working  almost  entirely  at 

nigbti  and  suftering  considerable  damage  to  works  and  some  IO60 
[in  men  from  sliell  tire  during  the  day.     The  two  captured  works, 

~  ftt  ftnd  West  PanlungShan,  were  each  held  by  a  company,  and 
|tlie  casualties  in  the  two  companies^  from  as  many  us  100  in 
liwenty-four  hours,  dwindled  down  to  6  or  10^  as  they  gradually 
Mug  themselves  in* 

The  following  additional  siege  guns  were  mounted : — Six 

2H*cin.  (11-inch)  nowilzers,  two  15 -cm*  (6-incb)  naval  guns,  and 
'two    r2-cm,   (4 w -inch)   naval  guns.     A  few  siege  guns  were 

ishtltiMl  in  order  to  obtain  crosa  or  enfilade  fire* 

18-  On  the  19th  September,  after  a   carefully  prearranged  l&tiil 

Ibombardment  ofsv^ne  five  hours  by  one-third  of  the  siege  guns, 

si»t«^d  during  the  la.st  half  of  the  time  by  field  and  mountain 

itteries,  the  9th  Divi?ion  partially  captured  the  reJoult  in  the 

KaUey*  Fort  Kuropatkin,  taken  an  1  lost  on  19th/ 20th  August^ 

and   the    1st   Divisiun    attacked    two    seml-pernianent   works 

(NHmako*yamaX  togeilur  with     the   fort    mjutli-west    of  and 

ipfporting  thiui  (203- Metre  Hill)  on  the  extremis  Russian  kfl. 
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>ihto  19.  By  noon   next  day  the  9th  Division  and.  pait  of  ihe 

Ind  Sept.  ist  Division  had  occupied  all  four  redoubts  (17, 18, 19  and  19a 
on  map),  in  the  low  ground  of  the  Shui-shih-ying  valley  witb 
their  supporting  trenches,  and  had  cut  the  source  of  water  supply 
which  these  works  covered.  On  the  same  day,  and  during  the 
night  of  the  20th/21st  September,  they  captured  the  two  semi- 
permanent works  (Namako-yama)  and  penetrated  one  comer  of 
the  permanent  fort  on  203-Metre  Hill,  only,  however,  to  be 
driven  out  of  this  comer  on  the  22nd.  Very  approximate 
Japanese  losses  in  above  attacks,  3,000 ;  to  which  the  Ist  Divisicm 
contributed  over  2,300  ! 

The  result  was  appreciable  progress;  the  line  of  attack 
across  the  low  ground  in  the  Shuinshih-ying  valley  was 
straightened  out ;  the  close  attack  on  the  western  portion  of  the 
eastern  section  could  be  pushed,  and  from  the  Japanese  right 
oblique  fire  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  eastern  section^ 
while  indirect  fire  upon  ships  in  harbour  and  upon  the  town 
could  be  more  accurately  observed  and  corrected. 

Ird  Sept.  20.  Desultory  firing  on  ships  in  harbour,  forts  and  towns, 

15iJi  mainly  on  ships.  Saps  against  the  centre  and  left  of  the  eastern 
section  vigorously  pushed ;  more  heavy  guns  being  mounted  On 
the  night  of  the  llth/12th  October  the  1st  Division  effected  a 
lodgment  on  the  north  face  of  the  more  westerly  advanced  work 
(Sung-shu  Shan)  of  the  eastern  section  at  the  foot  of  the  glacis. 
The  Russians  made  two  or  three  sorties  on  saps  and  parallels, 
but  did  not  press  them ;  they  were  thought  to  be  mounting 
some  naval  guns,  and  to  be  bringing  to  bear  on  the  land  fronts 
more  of  their  coast  guns.  Their  artillery  fire  was  heavy  at 
times,  but  very  intermittent — they  used  more  smoky  powder 
than  ever,  and  a  great  number  of  their  shell  were  blind. 

IthOct.  2^*  After  one  and  a  half  hours  preparation  by  fifty  siege 

guns,  carefully  selected  so  as  to  bring  an  oblique  and  cross  fire  on 
tlie  point  of  attack  and  supporting  works,  and  assisted  by  the 
shrapnel  of  eight  or  nine  field  batteries,  a  semi-permanent 
advanced  work  (Work  "Q")  just  west  of  t^ie  works  taken  in 
August,  was  captured  with  ease  and  with  hardly  any  loss.  One 
or  two  Russian  trenches  at  the  foot  of  the  glacis  of  the  advanced 
fort  (Ehrh-Iung  Shan),  next  to  Work  "  G,"  attacked  on  the  west, 
were  also  occupied. 

^th  to  ^^'  Very  little  firing  except  occasionally  against  the  ships, 

ith  Oct.  which  have  sufiered  considerably  {e.g,  "  Peresviet "  has  been  hit 
27  times).  Since  the  19th  September,  two  more  6-inch  naval 
guns,  four  more  16-cm.  (5 '9-inch)  mortars,  and  twelve  more 
28-cm.  (11-inch)  howitzers  have  been  mounted.  Some  guns  have 
sufiered  so  much  from  erosion  that  it  is  intended  to  use  smoky 
powder  in  certain  batteries.     Saps  are  being  continued. 

23.  Approxiu)ate  Japanese  losses :  —  In  August  16,500 
casualties  and  10,000  sick.     In  September  6,000  casualties  and 
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IfiOO  4*ick.     Ditriog  July,  August,  and  Septeiiibt^r,  out  dI  some 
'SftOOO  8ick,   16,000   were   beri-teri  cases,  and   the  remamder 
dlkyfly  typhuid  and  dyaetitery. 

J4.  On  the  25th  October  a  general  attack  wan  ordered  asth  i 
«^ttiit  the  centre  and  west  of  the  eastern  gecticm,  after  a 
bcunliartlineut  thiit  wa^  to  conimenee  next  day,  and  to  laat 
tlirec  or  four  days.  The  troops  to  attack  to  be  the  9th  Division 
•ad  CMia  brigade  each  of  tlie  Tst  and  11th  Divkinus.  ReniaiQlBg 
troops  to  demonHtrate  und  repel  counter-attacks.  All  eap^  to  be 
vigoroosly  pushed. 

25,  C)o  the  26th  Oct'iber,  after  s  cannonajrle  of  six  hourri,  26th" 
laally  increasing  in  intensity,  the  advanced  trenches  imme-  29tli  Oct, 
4 1  lately  in  front  of  und  tloae  tu  tht*  two  forte  (Sung-shu  Shan 
und  Krh'h»ng  Shan)  on  the  west  of  the  eastern  Meetion  were 
niiihed  iui«l  held  in  spite  of  four  counter-attacks  on  the  night  of 
ao  26th  27th  October.  The  small  advanced  work,  *  G/'  just 
of  the  two  forts,  and  already  partly  seize  J,  was  whoHy 
[ocettpied ;  Japanese  losses,  500.  On  the  27th,  28th,  and  29th 
c^toberthe  very  intermittent  but  occasional  heavy  bombardment 
raa  continued,  muinly  by  the  heavier  siege  and  naval  guns ;  it 
lUaotft  ceased  at  night.  On  the  29th  October,  at  dawn,  the 
riana  r&^took  one  of  the  trenches  captured  on  the  26th,  but 
Jy  to  be  driven  out  four  hours  later, 

3ff0*  On  the    30th    October,   for   some    four    liours  a   veryaotli^ 

lirated  fire  froni  eveiy  siege  and  naval  gun  was  main* 

It  had   evidently  been  well  thought  out,  and  sh<jwe<l 

Jtli   methot]   and   skill      Not  i%  fort  or   work    on  the   froi4 

Itiacked    t'scaped     ootittnaous     attention ;    cross    and    obiif|ue 

\tivn    was    used  as   much   as   possible.      The   Russians    reiiliid 

rslackly. 

At  1  pjii.,  after  half-an-lioui 's  8hiii[mel  fire  from  field  an<l 
snountain  butteries  pushed  in  to  1,000  to  1,500  yards  range, 
Lacetimpanied  by  the  lire  of  wooden  grenade-mortJir^  from  the 
1  parallels,  the  infimtry  attacked  sevm  different  w^rks 
«,  ^  Im  Shan  and  Erh-lung  Shan,  *^P/'  the  North  Fort  of 
St  Ubi*kuau  StmUi  Kobu-yamap  East  Ohi-kuan  Shan,  anil 
*Q")  Bimultaneously.  But  the  Russiaii  fire— rifle,  machine 
jgun,  and  shrapnel— swe(jt  the  afc<irming  partias  both  in  fr^nt 
l^and  on  cither  Hank  ;  the  ditches  proved  to  be  unexpectedly 
wide  and  «leep,  and  in  at  legist  two  works  (Sung-shu  Sliau 
ind  Erh-lung  Shan)  caponiers  rendered  the  ditches  impassable* 
Realizing  ttie  difficulties,  the  Japanese  did  not  vigorously 
the  atUicka  By  nightfall,  now  ever*  one  work  ("P") 
been  |)artiaUy  iKrcnpied,  tmd  the  crests  of  th**  ^hicis  of  f<*ur 
tm  (Hung-shu  Shan,  Erh-lung  Shan,  the  North  Fnrt  of  Ea^t 
[Chi-kuan  Shan,  and  Kobii*yaniah  were  held  by  what  wa&  left 
of  thi)  storming  parties. 

On  the  ni|^ht  uf  the  30th /Slst  October,  the  Russians  made  two 
determiaed  oounter-Attat  k:*  %^a  the  partially^captured  work  "  P  *\ 
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but  were  repulsed,  ^nd  on  the  rebound  the  entire  work 

seized  and  held. 

27.  The  result  of  the  above  &ghtitkg  was  that,  in  the  eastern 
section  of  the  Port  Arthur  defences,  in  addition  to  the  two 
works  (East  and  West  Pan-lung  Shan)  captured  on  the  lOth/^Oth 
August,  the  Japanese  captured  three  other  smaller  advanoed 
works,  "  O/'  "  P,"  and  Kobu-yama.  But  their  general  attack 
had  to  be  postponed  until  caponiers  and  counterscarps  ooold  be 
mined  and  ditches  filled  in. 

The  losses  from  26th  to  31st  October,  inclusive,  were  2,020. 

28.  Between  the  1st  and  2oth  November  there  was  no 
serious  infantry  fighting.  In  the  eastern  section  sapping  £rc»n 
the  captured  works  against  the  Chinese  enceinte  progressed 
steadily ;  the  ditches  of  the  uncaptured  works  were  attacked  by 
mines  or  saps,  and  in  most  cases  the  flanking  defences  of  the 
ditches,  counterscarp  galleries,  caponierii,  Szc,  were  blown  in 
and  more  or  less  destroyed. 

i  to  25th         29.  On  two  occasions  the  Russians,  anticipating  a  general 
^*  attack,  opened  a  very  heavy  gun  and  rifle  fire ;  but,  as  a  rule 

they  have  confined  themselves  to  small  though  incessant  sorties, 
almost  invariably  at  night,  against  sap-heads  and  mines. 

The  Russian  artillery  has  not,  on  most  days,  fired  much,  and 
a  great  number  of  their  shells  have  been  blind. 

30.  In  the  Shui-shih-ying  valley,  and  in  the  eastern  section, 
the  Japanese  field  and  mountain  batteries,  together  with  three 
field  howitzer  batteries,  six  naval  12-prs.  and  four  4*  7-inch 
naval  guns,  have  been  pushed  in  to  within  1,500  to  2,000  yards 
of  the  forts  attacked ;  one  mountain  battery  is  within  450  yards, 
and  single  guns  or  pairs  of  guns  are  within  800  yards  of 
particular  works,  the  object  being  to  gain  direct  destructive 
effect  and  to  ensure  accuracy. 

The  heaviest  Japanese  guns,  es})ecially  the  11-inch  (28  cm.) 
howitzers  and  the  6-inch  naval  guns,  have  pretty  constantly 
bombarded  forts,  ships,  and  town  ;  five  steamers  have  been  sunk, 
and  battleships  hit;  there  have  been  six  to  eight  heavy 
explosions  and  large  fires  in  Port  Arthur. 

31.  About  the  IGth  November  the  7th  Division  began  to 
reach  Dalny  from  Japan,  and  by  the  25th  November  it  had  tvken 
up  its  position  in  tiecond  line.  It  brought  no  cavalry,  and  its 
artillery  consists  of  two  field  and  two  mountain  batteries.  Con- 
siderable reinforcements  Imve  also  reached  the  I»t,  9th  and  11th 
Divisions,  e.^.,  the  9th  has  received  3,000  men  ;  three  companies 
of  engineers  from  the  Manchurian  armies,  and  two  reserve 
companies  of  engineers  from  Japan  have  joined.  There  has  been 
little  sicknesSy  and  comparatively  few  casualties.  One  r^^iment 
of  the  2ud  Artillery  Brigade  and  the  Ist  Division  Ckvalry 
Regiment — less  one  squadron — have  been  sent  to  the  north. 
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:)2.  On  the  25th  NoveTiiker  &n  attack  was  oi-dci^d  to  take  2Bth  Vof* 
^aoe  at  1  p*nu  iie^t  day,  lining  the  same  troops  and  with  the 
II6  objectives  BM  on  the  30th  October  {vids  para,  26,  et  seq,)  — 
lo  be  preceded  by  some  four  hourg'  '*  fairly  yigorons  " 
ihatNJtnent 

The  l»orobardment,  however,  seemed  as  severe  m  finy  we 
have  yet  seen,  and  the  Russians  replied  freely. 

At  1  p.m.  a  Im^e  mme  was  exploded  in  the  ditch  of  a  (the 

Nortlj)   Fort   of  East  Chi^kuan   Slian   hi   the   centre  of    the 

LTti  faction,  ivnd  was  evidently  the  signal  for  assault  on  the 

ive    n villaining    iulvanced    works    (Suog-shii    Shan,   Erh-Iuog 

Shan,  tlio  North  Fort  of  Ea&t  Chi-kuan  Shan,  **  Q/'  and  East 

^Chi-kuan  Sh»n)  in  tliis  section. 

The  storming  parties  appeared  to  enter  the  works  without 
Keeesive  difliculty,  Itiit  to  bo  unable  to  make  good  their  foothold- 
Srenade  tlirowing  was  inees?ant»  there  was  some  rifle  and 
1  chine  gt in  fire,  and  the  bayonet  was  used  in  places.  Some 
ran  back  :  a  few  held  on  ;  but  owing»  it  is  supposed,  to  the 
iouotis  defence  from  i^uccessi^  e  lines  of  parapets,  no  work 
raa  occupied  for  any  kn^tli  o(  time.  At 4  p.nL  a  fresh  attempt 
carry  Erh-luDgShan  failed^  and  during  the  night  a  detennlncd 
attack  on  an  auxiliary  work  ilanking  Sung-shu  bhan  was 
repulsed  with  heavy  loss. 

A  few  of  the  newly -arrived  troops  assisted  on  the  Japanese 
left*  otherwise  the  fresh  trooj  s  viere  not  used. 

33.  Foiled  in  the  eastern  section,  the  Japanese  determined 
take  the  fort  on  their  extreme  rightt  l^./203' Metre  lliU — one 
amer   of   wlreli  they  had  taken   an^I   hst  on  the  20th  22nd 
eptcmbcn     This  fort  completely  doinintit(Hl  both  harbours  luid 
^the  new  town,  and  afforded  a  gocd  view  of  the  interior  uf  many 
of  the  forts  in  the  second  line  of  dofi.nceu. 

On  the  28th  Novemher  both  the  work  itaelf  and  a  knoll  t^ 

the  north-east  of  it  were  fiercely  attacked  by  a  brigtide  of  the 

1st   Division   and  three  reseive   c^^mpames.     Though   at   Hret 

partially  successftil,  the  troops  conhl  not  maintain  the  ground 

L  won,  and   at    nightfall  a   vigorous  counter>attack  drove   them 

[back  to  their  trenchea 

On  the  night  of  tlic  2Hth  29th  November,  the  Japanese 
[iL^in  nearly  got  buth  the  work  and  tlie  knoll,  but  could  not 
'jioUl  them. 

On  the  30th  November   the    Bussianjj  attempted,  without 

ftiiccess,  Uy  turn  the  Japanese  out  of  the  i?andbag  enclosure  close 

to  the  knoll  ;  that  aftcniOi>n  another  fierce  attack  waa  niafle 

.i)|)on  the  Work  by  a  brigade  of  the  7th  Diviaion,  lately  amved 

^from  dapan,  and  quite  fresh.     The  formation  adopted  was  four 

lines  of  half* battalions  in  close  order  and  in  two  mnka ;  one 

•  baMalion  being  held  in  reserve.     The  lose  was  very  heavy,  and 

l|he  only  re^snlt  was  that  a  lodgment  was  effectiMi  below  the 

[■outli^wcst  angle  of  tlie  w(  rk.     During  the  night  of  the  30th 
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November/lst  December,  the  Japanese  occupied  the  knoU — bat 
only  to  lose  it  again. 

Between  the  1st  and  5th  December  the  approaches  agaiuat 
both  the  south-west  and  north-east  corners  were  extended 
and  parallels  made.  By  the  5th  December  the  Japanese  had 
established  themselves  in  the  south«west  comer. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  December  a  final  and  soooeasfal 
effort  was  made  ;  the  troops  of  the  7th  Division  employed  being 
trickled  up  as  requu'ed  in  extended  order,  while  six  field  batteries 
swept  the  reverse  slopes  and  stopped  the  Russian  attempts  to 
reinforce.  By  evening  the  Japanese  held  the  entire  work,  and 
during  the  night  both  the  knoll  and  the  long  Unes  of  trenches 
between  the  Japanese  position  and  the  second  line  of  the  main 
Russian  defences  on  the  west  and  south-west  were  evacuated  by 
the  Russians. 

34.  Between  the  26th  November  and  the  6th  December  the 
Japanese  casualties  were  over  14,000,  and  the  Russians  were 
stated  to  have  lost  6,000.  The  latter  figure  is  said  to  have 
been  verified ;  how  it  could  have  been  verified  it  is  hard  to  say. 
The  remaining  Russian  effectives  were  also  estimated  at  7,000 
or  8,000. 

ti  to  25th        35.  After  the  capture  of  203-Metre  Hill,  two  4 '7-inch  guns, 
^'  three  naval  12-prs.,   two  H-inch  naval  guns  and  four  15-c.m. 

(5* 9-inch)  howitzers,  were  mounted  in  its  immediate  vicinity; 
and  as  a  direct  result  of  the  capture,  what  remained  of  the 
Russian  fleet,  with  the  exception  of  the  "  Sevastopol "  and  of  a 
few  torpedo-boats,  was  put  absolutely  hors  de  combai.  No 
ships,  except  hospital  ships,  remained  afloat  in  either  harbour. 
On  the  16th  December  the  "Sevastopol,"  which  had  taken 
refuge  just  outside  the  Tiger's  Tail,  was  torpedoed,  and  a  few 
days  later  she  was  sunk  by  her  commander. 

On  the  night  of  the  16th/17th  December  the  Japanese 
occupied  a  low  ridge  south  of  203-Metre  Hill.  On  the  18th 
December  the  mines  against  the  North  Fort  of  East  Chi-kuan 
Shan,  in  the  centre  of  the  eastern  section  were  blown  up,  and 
by  11  p.m.,  after  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  disinclination  of 
the  troops  to  face  the  machine  gun  fire  from  the  interior  of 
the  fort,  the  entire  work  was  occupied.  Japanese  losses  400 ; 
Russian  losses  250,  out  of  a  garrison  of  300.  The  Russians 
made  no  attempt  to  retake  the  fort. 

Elsewhere  mines  and  saps  were  vigorously  pushed,  and  a 
breach  was  made  in  the  Chinese  enceinte  north  of  Wang-tai. 

th  Dec.  36.  On  the  28th  December  the  mines  against  Fort  Erfa^lung 

J^^£  Sl)an,  on  the  west  of  the  eastern  section,  were  exploded  at 
^^*  10  a.m.,  and  by  nightfall  the  fort  was  occupied  with  a  loss  of 
960  men.  The  close  and  adpiirably  timed  support  of  the 
attack  by  the  field  and  mountain  artillery  was  very  noticeable 
on  this  occasion.  Twt)  new  6-inch  naval  guns  were  mounted 
near  174-Metre  Hill. 


I  siege. 
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On  the  Slat  December  three  mines  in  Fort  Sung-shu  Shan 
immediately  west  of  the  fort  last  taken  were  6red ;  the  explo- 
nous  caused  the  Russian  magazines  in  the  fort  to  blow  up,  and 
the  fort  was  occupied  with  little  difficulty. 

On  the  Ist  January  the  supporting  works,  the  Wang-tai 
forta^  south-east  of  the  two  works  just  captufed,  together  with 
aome  minor  batteries  in  their  vicinity,  were  seized ;  and  on  that 
night  the^  Russians  blew  up  one  of  the  remaining  works  in  the 
6Mtem  section. 

On  the  evening  of  the  Ist  January  General  Stessel  offered 
to  sorrender,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  2nd  January  the  capitu- 
latioii  of  Port  Arthur  was  signed.  26,040  men  of  all  ranks  laid 
down  their  arms,  exclusive  of  about  15,000  sick  and  wounded, 
and  of  about  2,000  volunteers  and  civilians.  There  was  plenty 
of  food  left,  and  ammunition  for  at  least  another  month. 

87.  The  defence,  until  almost  the  end,  was  most  gallant, 
and  most  obstinate;  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  surrender  was 
premature,  and,  more  or  less,  discreditable. 
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a6)  Fort  Arthur.— Diary  of  the  Officers  attached 
to  the  Thir4  Japanese  Army  from  aoth  July 
1904  to  the  Fall  of  the  Fortress. 


Compiled  by  Major  C.  M.  Crawford,  6th  Qiirkha& 
Port  Arthur,  11th  July  1904  to  24th  January  1905. 


Map. 
Environs  of  Port  Arthur,  2  inches  to  1  mile^    -    Map  Sft. 


9th  July.  The  third  group  of  foreign  military  attach^  embaiiced 
at  Shimonoseki  at  2.30  p^m.  on  the  Nippon  Yusen  Eaaaha 
s,s.  "  Suminove  Mam,"  en  route  for  Dalny  to  join  the  Head- 
Quarters  of  tne  Third  Japanese  Army  before  Port  Arthur. 

(2)  The  following  British  ofiBcers  accompanied  the  party : — 
Colonel  W.  Apsley  Smith,  C.B.,  Royal  Field  Artillery. 
Major  C.  M.  Crawford,  5th  Gurkhas  (Indian  Army). 
Captain  C.  A.  L.  Tate,  King's  Own  (Yorkshire  Idgbt 

Infantry). 
Captain  Sir  A.  Bannerman,  Bart,  Royal  Engineers. 

*  The  following  table  gives  the  si^ification  of  some  of  the  place 
names.    The  Japanese  names  are  given  in  brackets : — 
Akasaka-yama  =  Akosaka  (proper  name)  Hill. 
An-tzn  Snan  (Anshi-san)  =  Saddle  Hill. 
Ohi-knan  Shan  (Keikwan-san)  =  Cockscomb  Hill. 
The  Japanese  called— 

East  Ohi-knan  Shan,t  Higashi  Keikwan-san. 

North  Fort,  Kitahodai. 

South-east  Ghi-knan  Shan,  Tonan. 
Erh-lons  Shan  (Nirin-san)  =  Double  Dragon  HiU. 
Hsiao  ILu  Shan  (Shoko-san)  =  Little  Lone  Hill. 
Hnang-shin  Shan  (Hakngin-san)  =  Yellow  Metal  HiU. 
Pan-lnng  Shan  (Banrin-san)  =  Oronohing  Dragon  Hill. 
I-tzn  Shan  (Isn-san)  =  Obair  HiU. 
Sung-shn  Shan  (Shojn-san)  =  Pine  Tree  Hill. 
Ta  Kn  Shan  (Taiko-san)  =  Great  Lone  Hill. 
Yn  Ta  Shan  (Udai-san)  =  Beautiful  Mountain. 
Hsiao-tung-kon  (Shotoko)  =  Little  East  Ravine. 
Kao-chia-tun  (Hokaton)  =  High  House  YillM^e. 
Liu-chia-tnn  (Biukaton)  =  Willow  House  Village  (or  Liu  Famfly 

Village). 
Kabu-7ama  =  Carbuncle  Hill. 
Namako-yama  =  Sea-sluff  HOI. 
Pa-li-chuang  (Hachirisho)  =  Eieht  Mile  Farm. 
Shui-shih-7ing(Snisei)  =  Sailors  Camp. 
Ssu-chia-tun  (Yokaton)  =  Four  House  ViUage. 
Tuan-shan-tBU  (Danjanshi)  =  Bound  Top  Village. 
Wang-tai  (Bodai)  =  Salvation. 
Wu-chia-fang  (Gokabo)  =  Five  House  Hamlet. 

t  Called  Bast  Chi-kuan  Shan  to  distinguish  it  from  another  hill  of  the 
■ame  name  on  the  Tiger's  Tail. 
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(S)  The  following  foreign  uiiliUry  attach^  were  mcludeil 
in  tito  group  t — 

Colonel  Solar,  ChiliAO  Army. 

CAptain  Don  J,  Herrsra,  Spanjsb  Army. 

Lieut.  Forta^ue,  United  State j^  Cavalry, 

Lf^ut.  Graf  Wolflfikeel  von  Reichenberg,  German  Aimy. 

(4)  The  under-tn  en  tinned    officers  and    interpreters  of  the 

Oltnneriml  Japanese  Army  aecompanied  the  party  : — 
ionef  C  Ikeda,  Japanese  Imperial  Infuntry. 
r>tain  K.  Shimaoutsi,  Japanese  Imperial  Artillery. 
1-Lieut.  I.  I8hikata»  Japanese  Imperial  Infantry. 
erpreter  M.  Hay  ash  i. 
inl>arked  at  Dalny  at  8.30  a,m.    Dalny  was  in  the  hands  Srd  Aug* 
Chineee  poi^ulation  for  forty-eight  hours,  between  the 
Rtis&mn  evactiation  and  ilie  Japanese  occupation,  and  aU  the 

tEnropean  houses  were  systeniaticiiUy  stripped  of  Inmiture  and 
other  valuables,  which  wertj  taken  away  in  junks.  Now 
p^srfoct  on^Ier  prevails.  The  town  ia  a  large  and  promising 
one,  excellently  planned*  and  laid  out  with  very  good  roads, 
wharv^  and  docks;  deep  water  right  up  to  the  wharf  for 
oo^ui  steamers 

Tlie  Kussians  before  leaving  burnt  tlie  Govenuiient  buildings 
And  flank  a  ateaiuer  directly  in  front  of  the  iiock  ^aim  (which 
were  daitroyed)*  They  als<j  destmyed  the  railway  line  and  the 
hridgQS  iS  much  as  tiioy  could,  and  laid  large  mines  along  the 
wharf  at  intervals  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  Their 
evacuatioEi  of  the  town  was  so  hurried,  however,  that  they  either 
forgot  or  were  unable  to  fire  more  than  one  of  these  mineo^  which 
did  conKiderable  damage. 

The  Japanese  have  altered  the  g&uge  of  the  railway  line  to 
iuit  their  own  rolling  stock* 


Heavy  firing  from  Port  Arthur  heard  all  day.  By  permission  4tli  Aug* ' 
of  the  Commandant,  we  visited  the  ba'^e  supply  depot  of  the 
Third  Army.  •  •  •  ^y^  su}>ply  are  alwayi  kept  in  baud 
for  aach  of  the  diviaions.  ExcuUeut  arrangainenta  for  the  supply 
of  fresh  tish  to  the  front.  The  lish  are  kept  alive  in  tanks  or 
junka  until  required^  when  they  are  killed,  slightly  salted^  and 
aaot  up,  periodically,  freah.  We  saw  large  quantitiea  of  rice* 
wheati  mitm  (a  kind  of  Japanese  plekle),  eompreesed  forage, 
ami  egjp  prvserved  in  lime. 

Aa  a   base    for    the    Third    Axuiy,    Dalny  could   not  be 
improvad  on. 

Alt  the  military  ntta<!hi*9  left  by  mil  at  5.20  a.m.  for  the  ftthAugT' 
head*<)uarters  of  the  Third  Army*  and  were  presented  to  General 
Count  Nogi,  the  Commander  of  the  Third  Army.    Count  Nogi 


372  PORT  ABTHUR. 

informed  U8  that  he  had  given  orders  for  us  to  see  everything, 
and  that  a  staff  officer  would  be  placed  at  our  dispoBal,  who 
would  take  us  over  all  the  battlefields,  commencing  with  that 
of  Nan  Shan,  and  explain  all  the  operations  as  they  occurred. 


6th  Aug.  We  all  left  at  2  p.m.  in  a  steam  launch  for  lia-aha-ton,* 

en  route  for  Chin-chou.  In  the  evening  we  inspected  the 
site  of  the  old  Chinese  batteries  overlooking  Ta-lien  Bay. 
These  are  now  in  ruins.  Liu-shu-tun  is  the  base  of  the  Second 
Army.   • 

7th  Aug.  Visited  the  field  of  Nan  Shan.    Unfortunately,  there  was  no 

Japanese  officer  present  to  explain  the  actual  details  of  the 
battle^  so  we  had  to  content  ourselves  with  examining  the 
ground  carefully.  The  position  was  undoubtedly  a  very  strong 
one,  and  it  is  wonderful  how  the  Japanese  managed  to  take  it 
with  so  little  loss. 


8th  Ang.  Left  Chin-chou  and  returned  to  Dalny. 

9th  Aug.  An  officer  of   the   Intelligence  Branch  Third  Army  Staff, 

delivered  a  most  interesting  lecture  to  us  for  six  hours  on  the 
operations  of  the  Third  Army. 


11th  Aug.  Visited  Japanese    entrenched   position   near  Pei-pu-izu-ya 

Lake,  held  by  the  22nd  Brigade  and  two  batteries  of  the 
11th  Division  from  the  30th  May  to  the  26th  June  1904,  but 
never  attacked  by  the  Russians.  Trace  of  trenches  good,  but 
profile  bad,  being  much  too  wide.  No  attempt  at  concealment. 
Qood  facilities  for  counter-attack  and  for  flank  defence.  Three 
advanced  works  (lunettes)  were  well  placed.  Qood  field  of 
tire.  Flanks  secured  by  sea  on  left  and  inaccessible  heights 
on  right. 

12th  Aug.  Left  Dalny  at  8.20  a.m.  and  proceeded  to  the  summit  of 

Chien  Shan,  about  twelve  miles  distant  Chien  Shan  was  the 
key  of  the  Russian  position,  and  was  stormed  on  26ih  Jane 
with  trifiing  loss.  On  the  Srd,  4th,  and  5th  July  the  Russians 
made  desperate  efforts  to  retake  it,  but  without  success.  The 
position  appears  at  first  sight  to  be  a  very  formidable  one, 
but  is  not  so  in  reality,  by  reason  of  its  steepness,  and  the 
consequent  large  amount  of  dead  ground  up  to  the  very  foot 
of  the  position.  We  obtained  a  very  fine  view  of  the  Japanese 
and  Russian  positions  from  the  26th  June  to  7th  August,  and 
a  bird  s-eye  view  of  Port  Arthur. 

•  8&e  Map  eS. 

t  Held  by  them  between  the  26th  May  and  26th  Jane.— O.M.C. 
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Rode  along  the  second  Russian  line  of  defence,*  carried  on  13Ui  Aug, 
S7ih  and  2**th  July,  from  their  right  flank  as  far  as  the 
sontherri  Halient,  An-tzu  Ling.  The  ground  over  which  the 
Jfi  pauKist'  attacked  ia  exceedingly  rugged,  but  there  is  plenty  of 
co%'er  and  dead  grrnind,  while  the  gn?is  could  support  the 
infantry  up  to  nearly  the  last  moineot 

The  Russian  batteries  and  shelter  trenches  were  »ll  vary 
badly  placed,  and  otTered  an  ideal  target  for  guns.  From  the 
Russian  po^itiou  south-west  of  An-tzu  Ling  we  could  plainly 
om  aome  of  the  forta  of  Port  Arthur,  and  also  the  Japanese 
aheltom  on  the  western  and  northern  BLipes  of  Ta  Ku  Shan, 
carried  on  the  night  of  the  7th  and  8th  August. 

The  officer  who  was  deputed  to  accompany  us  ovor  the 
Imttlefields.  informed  ub  that  during  the  operations  in  this 
mountainous  country  tlie  Japanese^  infantry  alw^a^^s  carried  200, 
and  often  300  rounds  per  man  on  their  persons,  as  it  was 
im[K>6sible  to  distribute  reserve  ammunition  during  an  action. 
Ue  a)sf>  stated  that  many  regiments  discarded  their  kr^apsacks, 
lie;,  before  attacking  An-tzu  Ling  and  other  hill  positions. 

Villi  ted  the  left  flank  of  the  second  Russian  line  of  defence.  IStk  Ail| 
Here  again  the  po«iitions  were  diflicult  of  aooeas  but  favourahb 
far  attack,  and  the  Russian  trenches  wem  placed  on  the  actual 
ere«i     In  all  ibesa  operations  the  Japanese  guns  eeem  to  have 
supported  the  infantry  most  adniirahly. 

Marched  to  camp«  6  miles  distant,  visiting   Army  Head"  Ittk^ 
Quartera  en  route.     Ascended  higli  hill  to  west  of  camp  and 
about   8,000  yanls   from    the    Russian   works.      A    desultory 
cftimoniule  was  ^>eing  a^nicd  on. 

Ascended  heights  called  Feng-huang  Shan,  about  2j^  mile^  IQtk  An^, 

off,  overlooking  the  line  of  Rua^ian  works,     A  Japanese  battery  J 

of  four  IS-cm.  (4'7-iiich)  Eeld    howHtzerH  was  firing  indirect  ^J 

itsmediiitely  bolow  as ;   twelve  field  guns  were  in  action  abuut  ^^M 

2,500  yards  to  our  right*     About  10.30  aau  heavy  artillery  fli-c  ^^M 

WAS  heard  on  the  exUi^me  right  of  the  Jafianese  line,  and  we  ^^H 

were  able   through   our   glafise^   to   see   an   attack    by   what  ^^| 

appeared  to  be  three  battatiouH  (»r  the   1st  Divi^iion  against  sn  ^^M 

tsohitcd  spur  f  ml  led  Height  ^^oulli-east  of  Hsim>-tung-kou  (A  3  ^^M 

on  mapt)  jutting  out  from  the  Runmn  left.     The  ground  was  ^^M 

i|aiie  open,  but  ihere  wem  depre^ions  and  hollowii  in  which  ^^M 

the  infantry  could  take  cover  and  re-form.     The  advaucea  were  ^H 

made  by  rushes,  in  fairly  wide  and  extended  formation,  and  ^^M 

were  well  covered  by  a  battery  of  field  guns  immediately  in  ^^M 

rear*  ^^M 

When  wc  left  the  hill,  ah.mt  6,30  p^m*^  the  infuntry  were  ^H 

l^ing  down  under  cover  behind  the  north-ejist  slope  of  the  hill,  ^^M 

abuui  five  hundred  yards  from  the  Russian  trenches,  appai^ntly  ^^M 

^  Held  bj  t^e  KuMiaue  from  27th  Jtme  to  a7th  Jtily.--0,1C«0.  ^H 

t  8m  Mip  m.  ^M 
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unable  to  advance  any  nearer.  During  the  attack  the  Ruanaiis 
fired  on  the  Japanese  infantry  from  three  heavy  Erapp  guns  on 
I-tzu  Shan,  soaih-east  of  attack,  also  from  a  battery  of  Q.F. 
guns  in  the  valley  to  the  east,  about  3,500  yards  distant. 

Proceeded  to  the  Naval  Observatory  (D  1)  on  a  hill  some 
one  thousand  yards  in  advance  of  Feng-huang  Shan  (where  we 
had  been  on  the  previous  day).  We  were  allowed  to  remain  by 
the  courtesy  of  the  naval  officer  in  charge,  provided  we  did  not 
show  ourselves.  From  this  position  the  fire  of  twenty  naval 
guns  is  directed  by  telephone,  viz. : — 

(a)  Four  4'7-inch  guns  on  the  right,  about  150  feet  below 

and  500  yards  distant. 
(6)  Fourteen  naval  12-pounders  on  the  right  of  and  600 

yards  from  the  four  4  •  7-inch  guns. 
(c)  Two  4' 7-inch  guns   about   600  yards  in  rear  of  tiie 

12-pr8.,     protected    by    large  *  sheUproof   casemates 

formed  of  large  sandbags  and  earth. 

There  is  also  a  separate  observation  station  on  this  hill, 
which  is  in  direct  telephonic  communication  with  the  general 
commanding  the  artillery,  and  from  which  the  fire  of  various 
batteries  is  directed  by  means  of  a  special  apparatus,  consisting 
of  a  plane  table  with  map  marked  in  squares  and  a  powerftil 
double  hyposcopic  telescope,  enabling  the  observer  to  durect  the 
fire  without  exposing  himself. 

During  the  night  of  the  19th  and  20th  August  the  Japanese 
had  captured  part  of  Fort  Kuropatkin  (D  3),  a  small  detached 
infantry  redoubt  in  front  of  the  centre  of  the  Russian  line,  and 
about  2,500  yards  from  where  we  stood.  At  3  p.m.  the  garrison 
of  this  redoubt  (about  200  strong)  was  heavily  attacked  by  a 
strong  party  of  Kussian  infantry  supported  by  Q.F.  guns,  and 
were  forced  to  retire  some  four  hundred  yards  to  their  advanced 
trenches.  Their  retreat  was  excellently  covered  by  most 
accurate  shrapnel  fire  from  the  Japanese  field  batteries. 

list  Aug.  We  ascended  the  hill  at  4.30  a.m.,  as  it  was  half  expected 

that  an  attack  would  1>e  made.  The  Russians  were  searcliing 
the  valley  in  front  of  them  incessantly  and  carefully  with  two 
electric  searchlights  and  frequent  star  shells.  Heavy  firing, 
artillery  and  musketry,  going  on  along  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  Russian  line  of  works. 

12nd  Aug.  Changed  our  camp  to  the  bed  of  the  stream  just  below  the 

observation  station. 

At  10.30  am.  very  heavy  rifle  and  Maxim  fire  was  heard  in 
the  direction  of  an  advanced  Russian  redoubt  (East  Pan-lung 
Shan  (D  3)  )  about  4,000  yards  to  our  left  front  Through  our 
glasses  we  clearly  saw  the  head  of  a  Japanese  assaulting;  column 
about  300  strong  start  out  from  the  head  of  a  ravme  some 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  thick  belt  of  wire  entangle- 
ment that  surrounded  the  redoubt.    The  advance  of  this  iK>lumn 
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was  mipported  by  a  furious  and  concentrated  fire  from  fifty  or  ^^M 

sixty  Jftpaneate  mege  ftiid  field  guns  which  poured  an  ince^Baai  ^^| 

hfUl  of  high-esplosiire  shells  and  slirapDel  on  the  redoubt  itself,  ^^1 

lh«  fcMrtis  on  its  initn^iaie  right  ana  left,  and  the  connecting  ^^1 

Hue  of  infMitr}'  entrenchmenta     The  Russian  artillery  and  rifia  ^^| 

AfB  win  ftlao  eontinuotis  and  heavy.  ^^M 

Thea^auitiug  oolmnn.  precedal  by  a  Rmall  party  of  en**meera,  ^^H 

advanced  with  the  utmost  jratlantry  to  tli^  mre  outangkment,  ^^| 

eat  itn  way  thmngh  it,  and  rushed  up,  loging  heavity,  to  some  ^^M 

dead  ground  below  the  glacis,  where  it  stop{^od.  ^^1 

Reinforeements  reached  it  in  batches  from  tbe  ravine,  and  ^^M 

aboni  noon  a  party  heatled  by  an  oihcer  with  &  flag  rushed  ^^H 

for  ihi*  paraf^et  and  planted  the  flag  thereon.     It  was  struck  ^^H 

tkiwn,  and  tlie  men  also.     Shortly  aftt^rwaMii  the  Russians  made  ^^H 

A  counter-attack,  but  were  driven  back  fighting  hand-tr^-hand*  ^^H 

SvenintiUy  the  Japanese  estubiished  Uiemnelves  in  the  ditch  of  ^^| 

ihe  Work  and  along  the  exterior  blope  of  tbe  parapet  ^^H 

At  4  p.m.  it  was  noticed  that  a  fairly  InrgQ  body  of  Japanese  ^^H 

infantry  had  eollected  on  the  north-eoat  slope  of  the  redoubt  ^^M 

known  np  West  Pan-lung  Shan  (D  3).     At  5  |ijn.  the  aasuulting  ^^H 

ooluiiin   advancttd  (some    500   strong)   in    a  broafl    deep  mass,  ^^^ 

Thcw;  were  app?irently  no  wire  entanglements  to  cut  through.  ^^H 

This   attitck,   like  that  on    East    Fftn-lung  8han  (D   3),  was  ^H 

admtmbly  supported  by  artillery*  fire.     The  Japanese  reached  ^^H 

the  de^d  grounii  just  below  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and,  when  ^^H 

reinft!rc«*d,  niched  across,  banner^i  flying,  to  the  parapet,  where  ^^H 

they  formed  up.  ^^H 

We  have  since  lieen  infomied  by  a  staft"  officer  of  the  IHh  ^^H 

Division  that  the  attacks  oa   East  and  Wc^t   Fan -lung  Shim  ^^H 

(D  S)  werv  delivered  by  the  three  battalions  of  the  7tli  Regiiiient,  ^^H 

which  lost  LH.*twecn  80  and  90  per  cent  of  thtiir  strength :  only  ^^H 

4  officers  ui  the  reghnent  were  un wounded.  ^^| 

Tbe  Rus?<ians  tried  Uy  rocaptnro  East  and  West  Pan-lung  24th  SJ 
Hhan  (D  8)  du^iT^g  tbe  night  of  23rd/24th  August,  but  were 
ri'pulsod  with  loffl.  The  Japanese  have  now  placed  four  machine 
ins  in  each  of  theae  forts. 
About  5.30  p,m,  we  observed  two  RusHian  destroyers  outside 
harbour,  east  of  Qotden  Hill  (C/B  5),  apparently  searching 
ibr  mitiea  One  of  tlicm  presently  struck  a  ntine  and  threw  out 
a  great  cloud  of  steam,  showing  that  the  had  bur«t  her  lioilers. 
She  htuj  a  very  decided  list  &nd  appeared  to  be  sinking,  but 
Dontinui-d  to  drift  alKJut  in  a  helplesH  manner.  The  other  destroyer 
then  went  to  her  asjsistauce,  U>ok  <jtf  u*ost  of,  if  not  all,  her  crew, 
and  tiirni'd  t**  ^o  bark  U>  barlxjur.  When  she  had  pro^eded 
-Hbout  tlirt^  hundred  yards  she  likewise  encountered  a  mine,  and 
(friiin  tbe  dense  brown  smoke  thmwn  out)  evidently  cxploiled 
her  mag9siii4i.  Be  tliat  us  it  niMy,  »he  went  down*  eti^ni  fore* 
iDOtiy  in  three  minutes*  Her  deekEi  were  black  with  men,  very 
few  of  whom  are  likely  tfi  have  been  rescued  by  the  steam 
launch  tlmt  appeared  on  the  scene  some  ten  minutes  later. 
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The  24th  August  marks  the  termination  of  what  may  be 
described  as  the  first  phase  of  the  siege  of  Port  Arthur.  The 
desperate  resistance  encountered  and  ^e  heavy  losses  incurred 
at  the  assaults  on  Forts  East  and  West  Pan-lung  Shan  made  it 
abundantly  clear  to  General  Nogi  and  the  Sead-Quarters  Staff 
(that  the  Port  Arthur  of  1904  was  a  very  different  problem  to 
the  Port  Arthur  of  1894,  and  that  it  was  not  in  the  least  likely 
to  yield  to  a  cowp  de  main,  even  if  pushed  with  all  the  fiery 
dash  and  dogged  determination  that  characterizes  the  Japanese 
soldier.  From  this  time-  forward  slower  but  surer  methods  were 
adopted  :  heavy  siege  guns  were  brought  over  from  Japan,  rein- 
forcements arrived  te  bring  the  depleted  ranks  up  to  war  strength, 
and  preparations  were  made  to  conduct  the  siege  according  to 
the  rules  and  principles  of  scientific  warfare. 

25t]L  to  On  the  night  of  the  28th/29th  August  the  Russians  made  a 

****'^^'     second  counter-attack  against  East  and  West  Pan-lung  Shan, 

but  were  again  repulsed.      With  this  exception,  nothing  of 

importance  occurred  during  the  period  other  than  a  desultory 

cannonade  at  long  ranges. 

SthSept.  Visited  head-quarters  of  the  1st  Division,  and  were  most 

cordially  received  by  Lieut.-General  Matsumara  and  his  staff. 
From  the  top  of  the  hill  immediately  above  the  camp  we  obtained 
an  excellent  view  of  the  advanced  Russian  works.  A  staff  officer 
gave  us  an  interesting  lecture  on  the  battle  of  Nan  Shan,  and 
also  on  the  operations  on  the  Japanese  right,  from  the  13th 
August  to  the  present  date. 

The  Japanese  losses  from  the  19th  August  to  the  24th  August 
are  officially  stated  to  have  been  14,000  officers  and  men  killed 
and  wounded. 

7th  Sept.  ^Q  yrer^  taken  over  some  of  the  naval  batteries  by  the  naval 

officer  in  charge.  We  saw  six  4* 7-inch  guns  and  eight  12-pra. 
The  4*7  guns  are  made  in  Japan,  and  are  exactly  the  same  as 
the  Elswick  pattern.  They  were  in  very  fair  condition,  and 
do  not  appear  to  be  excessively  eroded,  considering  they  have 
all  fired  900,  and  some  of  them  2,000  rounds  since  this  siege 
commenced.    The  ammunition  is  of  three  kinds : — 

(a)  High-explosive  armour-piercing;  bursting  charge  1*942 
kilogrammes  (about  4  lbs.). 

(&)  Semi-armour-piercing  high-explosive  ;  bursting  charge 
'860  kilogrammes  (about  2  lbs.). 

(c)  Common  shell  with  ordinary  powder. 

We  were  informed  that  the  ordinary  range  at  which  these 
4 •7-inch  guns  have  been  firing  has  been  from  9,000  yards  to 
10,000  yards,  but  that  the  two  guns  in  casemates  have  occasionally 
fired  up  to  13,000  yards. 
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Thi5  loeses  in  this  one  battery  of  four  guDg  up  to  date  have 
been  one  officer,  one  warmut  officer  aod  14  men  killed  and 
womuledt  out  of  a  total  of  80^UBt  -Q  per  ctnt. 

F^om  the  fonr-g'ttn  4 '7-inch  battery  we  visited  the  naval 
IS'pi^  some  400  yards  to  the  west  There  was  notbirtg  much 
to  note  here  tieyond  that  they  seem  to  be  in  a  very  exposed 
situation,  aii<l  tm^  made  u&  realize  how  plucky  it  was  of  them 
to  stand  op— as  they  did  a  few  days  ago^ — against  the  heavy 
Raman  naval  guna  These  12"pr8.  ore  also  of  Elswick  pattern, 
luade  in  Japan. 

From  the  12-pra  we  went  to  the  two  4* 7-inch  guns  in  ^hell- 
psooi  eoveied  emplac^mentd,  some  600  yards  in  rear.  These 
g0.im  are  abaolutaly  protected  agaiDst  anything  but  a  shell 
cnteriug  the  mouth  of  the  embra«iure.  Overhead  there  is  fii-etly 
m  row  of  steei  raik,  a  layer  of  timber  baulks  six  inches  thick, 
five  layers  of  liaga  nbout  Hfteen  inches  thick,  packed  with  eartlj, 
aod,  la^tty>  some  tliree  feet  of  loose  eaitb  on  the  top  of  all. 

The  walls  of  the  empbicement  are  very  solidly  constructed 

of  four  or  five  thick ne^ses  of  bags  filled  with  eaith,  and  loose 

v#arth  outride  these  again,     The  mouth  of  the  embrasure  is  wide 

enough  to  allow  of  the  gun  being  slewed  round  to  an  angle  of 

SO  degrees  right  or  left  of  the  central  line. 

VimUxl  the  hea^l-quarters  of  the  1 1th  Division  on  the  extreme  8tk  Sept, 
left  of  the  Japanese  line,  and  beard  a  lecture  by  a  staH*  captain 
on  the  capture  of  the  two  hills,  Ta  Ku  Slian  and  Hsiao  Ku  bhan 
OD  the  6th  and  Hth  August  1904* 


4 


A  ftaff  officer,  of  the  Army  Uead-Quarters  Btaff)  gave  us  a  loth  Sept 
lecture  on  the  operations  of  the  Third  Army  subsequent  to  the 
capture  of  Ta  Ku  Shan  and  Hsiao  Ku  Shan.  He  infoniiifd  us 
that  the  Japanese  Head-Quarters  Staff  have  obtained  possession 
of  ficime  Gurrison  Orders  by  Geneml  Stesj^l,  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  the  Russian  strength  in  Port  Arthur,  on  or  about 
the  1 8th  August  1904,  was  only  alK>ut  17,000. 

He  gave  the  following  details  of  Japanese  guns  now  in  front 
of  Port  Arthur: — 

lOS  7-cin  (2 "75-inch)  field  guns  belonging  to  the  three 
division  a 
72  7-cai-  field  guns  belonging  to  tbe  Artillery  Brigade, 
2  6-inch  naval  guns. 
10  4' 7-inch  uavaJ  guns, 
SO  12'pr.  naval  guns. 

2H  12-cm,  (4*7-incb)  field  howitzers  (horsed)* 
124  sif!ge  gmifl  and  mortara 

To««l  -    364 
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The  following  is  an  official  r^sum6  of  events  8nl)0eqn«it  to 
the  capture  of  Ta  Ku  Shan  and  Hsiao  Ku  Shan,  and  up  to 
10th  September : — 

"After  the  capture  of  Ta  Ku  Shan  (E/F  4)  and  Hsiao  Ku 
Shan  (E/F  4),  the  Japanese  line  was  pushed  forward  to  the 
general  line  Ssu-chia-tun  (D  8)-Pa-li-chuang  (C/D  8),  following 
the  valley.  The  railhead  was  now  advanc^  to  Chang-ling^tsQ 
(some  2  miles  north  of  Army  Head-Quarters  (F  1));  this  has 
been  impossible  before,  as  it  would  have  been  under  fire  from 
Ta  Ku  Shan. 

"  Our  right  flank  not  being  sufficiently  advanced  to  protect 
our  siege  operations  it  became  necessary  to  capture  Tu  Ta  Shan 
(B/C  2),  which  was  accordingly  done  on  the  16th  August 
by  the  1st  Division,  plus  2nd  Field  Artillery  Brigade  (72  guns), 
three  batteries  (12  guns)  of  field  howitzers,  and  one  reserve 
infantry  brigade,  the  whole  under  the  orders  of  the  general 
commanding  the  1st  Division. 

"  About  this  period  trench  tramwa3r8  were  laid  down  by  men 
of  the  fortress  iu*tillery  from  the  railhead  in  various  directions 
to  the  difierent  siege  batteries. 

"  On  the  18th  August  our  preparations  for  the  assault  were 
completed,  and  on  this  date  the  Height  south-east  of  Hsiao-tung- 
kou  (A  3)  was  carried  by  the  1st  Division  after  a  stubborn 
resistance. 

"  On  the  19  th  August  the  siege  batteries  opened  fire,  and  in 
the  evening  our  infantry  attack^  Fort  Kuropatkin  (D  3)  and 
took  a  portion  of  it,  but  owing  to  the  stubborn  Russian  defence 
and  the  concentrated  artillery  fire,  it  was  forcoil  to  retire  on  the 
20th  August,  after  losing  heavily. 

"  On  the  evening  of  the  20th  August  the  9th  Division 
occupied  the  line  Pa-li-chuang  (C/D  3)-Wu-chia-fang  (D/E  3), 
and  the  11th  Division  the  line  Wu-chia-fang  (D/E  3)  to  the  sea. 

*'  At  4  a.m.  on  the  21st  August  a  force  from  the  9th  Division 
moved  against  East  Pan-lung  iShan  (D  8). 

*'  About  8.30  a.m.  troops  of  the  11th  Division  seized  a  small 
entrenchment,  Kobu-yama  (D/E  4),  but  at  9.30  a.m.  were  obliged 
to, abandon  it. 

"  The  11th  Division  troops  succeeded  in  reaching  the  foot 
of  the  Russian  works  at  Eaat  Pan-lung  Shan,  but  could  not 
advance  further. 

''During  the  night  of  the  22nd/23rd  August^  the  11th 
Division,  reinforced  by  the  4tli  Reserve  Infantry  Bricfade,  made 
repeated  but  unsuccessful  attacks  on  E^t  Pan-lung  Shan.  By 
noon  on  the  22nd  August  the  greater  part  of  the  fort  was  in  our 
hands,  and  considerable  loss  was  experienced  by  a  flanking  fire 
from  West  Pan-lung  Shnn.  Seeing  this,  two  reserve  companies 
that  had  been  sent  up  as  reinforcements  to  Eaat  Pan-iung  Shan 
attacked  West  Pan-lung  Shan  on  the  initiative  of  a  captain,  and 
carried  it. 
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"  Dnriiig  the  night  of  the  23rd/24t!i  Au^st  one  brigade  of 
the  11th  Di^Hsirin  attacked  Wang-t^i  (D  4),  and  Rueceedtffl  in 
nmching  a  jK>int  half-way  up  to  the  summit,  but  wm  obligCKi  to 
retire  under  the  heavy  tire  it  encountered. 

*•  On  the  2  Ith  August  General  Nogi  clenrly  saw  that  it  was 
oot  feasible  to  carry  Fort  Arthur  by  a  coup  ds  mtiin,  and  that 
it  WMuld  lie  necesi^ary  to  Htand  fawt,  lioldiog  tlie  two  workit  we 
Imd  alretdy  taktin.  Sapping  operatiom  were  at  once  comtnenL-ed 
aminnt  Sung-nhu  Shiiii  (D  3)  and  East  Chi^kuan  Shan  (E  4), 
abio  a^n^t  Fort  Kuropatkin  (D  3)  and  the  forts  (17,  18,  and 
19  on  Uiafi)  north  of  Bhui-ahih^ying  (C  S).  The  enemy  fires  on 
tliMe  incossantly  by  day  and  att&eks  them  frequently  at  night" 

Reinforc<*ments  are  now  fast  arriving,  and  active  develops 
menta  may  ahortty  be  expected* 

Vi^iited  tlie  hea^l-quarters  of  the  11th  Di vision  in  the  iMntre 
of  tbn  line.  This  division  has  borne  the  brunt  of  nearly  all  tlid 
figbUog  since  the  ^iego  began,  and  its  loeaes  have  been  very 
beiavy  indeed.  The  division  is  now,  however,  up  to  it®  full 
sinstigth*  It«  commander.  Lieut-General  H,  Osthinia,  informed 
Oft  that  the  Russians  offered  a  ttiast  doepentte  reaistaiice  to  the 
Maaolt  on  E&!>t  ami  West  Pan-lung  8han,  ftnd  were  moatly  all 
killed  at  their  posts. 

Visited  the  general  coninmnding,  the  artillery,  who  gave  us  16tli  MBpt. 
detftib  regarding  the  artillery  dispoaitiona 

ViBitad  ilie  eui^neer  prirk  in  the  moruing.  The  Japnnaae  18th  0«pt. 
have  devified  a  portable  head-cover  for  infantry  in  the  trenchea* 
II  fSCMisbta  of  two  ^aba  of  wocxl  1^  incbua  thick,  fastened 
Idipeibfr  at  an  angle  of  tibuut  45 "^  and  covered  with  three 
Uaiekneflsea  of  steeT  |-inch  thick.  An  aperture  for  liring, 
8  inchefl  by  4  inchea,  m  made  near  the  right-haud  top  cofneTi 
the  weight  is  about  30  Iba 
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head-eover  ia  not  sufficiently  high  to  afford  efficient 
ptDteclion,  and  it  i«  a  clumsy  tiling  to  entry  alxutt  We  were 
mhm  sliown  some  iron  ahields  |*mch  thick  to  protect  men 
working  at  the  bead  of  the  sap.  The  weight  of  th^  ia  at  leant 
00  il«.,  and  they  do  not  Btrike  one  as  being  really  practicaL 
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We  were  informed  that  it  was  proposed  on  the  following 
day  to  assault  the  advanced  Russian  works  in  the  valley  (the 
redoubts  south  of  Sliui-shih-ying  (C  3)  and  Fort  Kuropatidn 
(D  3)  )y  and  also  to  attempt  the  fort  Namako-yama  (B  S%  on  the 
extreme  right  opposite  the  1st  Division.  The  naval  guns  would 
open  fire  at  9  a.m.,  and  the  remainder  at  1  p.ni.;  the  works 
would  probably  be  assaulted  at  4  p.m«  With  the  Ist  Division 
there  would  be  ninety  field  and  twenty-six  siege  guns,  twenty* 
four  machine  guns,  and  eight  4*7-iDch  Q.F.  guns.  Againrt  the 
redoubts  in  the  valley  there  would  be  forty  siege,  thirty-six 
mountain  guns,  twenty-four  machine  guns,  and  four  Q.F.  guns  of 
4*7  inches.  The  9th  Division  would  attack  these  forts,  and  the 
11th  Division  on  the  left  would  make  a  demonstration  only. 

^th  Sept.  Colonel  Apsley  Smith  took  up  his  position  with  the  general 

commanding,  the  artillery.  Captain  Tate  with  the  Ist  Division, 
Captain  Sir.  A.  Bannerman  and  I  at  the  Naval  Observatory. 
Up  to  noon  the  usual  duel  went  on  between  the  naval  guns  a^ad 
Fort  Sung-shu  Shan  (D  3),  evidently  in  order  to  let  the  Russians 
think  that  no  attack  was  intended.  Between  noon  and  1  pjn. 
firing  ceased  altogether,  but  about  4  p.m.  it  gi*eatly  increased  in 
intensity,  and  was  entirely  concentrated  on  the  two  advanced 
redoubts  in  the  valley  (Fort  Kuropatkin,  and  17  on  map),  the 
practice  being  excellent.  The  Russians  replied  with  their  heavy 
guns,  and  also  made  some  very  pretty  shooting  with  shrapnel 
against  the  Japcmese  advanced  parallels.  Shortly  after  4  80  p.m. 
the  Japanese  reserves  moved  up  into  the  parallels,  and  at  5.20  pm. 
two  Japanese  soldiers  carrying  shields  issued  from  the  trenches 
and  proceeded  up  the  slope  towards  Fort  Kuropatkin,  the  nearest 
and  largest  of  the  Russian  redoubts,  evidently  to  look  for  wires 
of  mines.  One  of  these  was  shot  almost  at  once,  the  other  a  few 
minutes  afterwards. 

At  5.40  p.m.  an  assaulting  colunm  about  one  hundred  strong 
leapt  out  of  the  trenches  ana  rushed  for  the  redoubt,  headed  by 
oflScers  with  flags.  They  reached  the  ditch  with  little  or  no 
loas,  but  there  they  stopped,  and  we  saw  the  flags  waving  on 
the  exterior  slope  of  the  parapet  while  the  men  were  down  in 
the  ditch. 

About  5.55  p.m.  a  reinforcement  some  three  hundred  strong 
rushed, up  and  a  few  minutes  afterwards  a  third  party  about 
one  hundred  strong.  All  of  these  men  disappeared  into  the 
ditch,  and  we  could  see  them  trying  to  run  round  in  rear  of  the 
work.  Frequent  explosions  took  place  in  the  ditch,  seemingly 
of  dynamite  bombs  or  hand-grenades,  which  we  had  been  told 
were .  being  prepared  for  the  destruction  of  caponiers  and 
counterscarp  galleries. 

Matters  continued  like  this  until  6.20  p.m.,  when  a  party 
of  about  two  hundred  men  emerged  from  the  ditch  and  doubled 
back  to  their  trenches,  followed  in  live  or  ten  minutes  by  a 
second  party  about  one  hundred  strong.  They  retired  quite 
steadily,  and  there  was  no  sign  of  panic  or  disorder.     A  small 


party  of  men  still  held  on  in  the  ditch — to  judge  at  least  from  I 

th0  Jap&iioAe  flag,  which  still  continued  to  wi^ve,  ju»t  i^howittg  I 

over  tlie  ditch.      This  is  how  atTaiis  were  when   W6    left   the  I 

Nai^al  Olifiervatory  at  7  p.m.     A  detailed  report  of  this  attack  I 

foMawm*  I 

As  &ir  as  we  could  see,  the  other  redoubt  north  of   Shut-  I 

fihih-ying  (17  OQ  map)  wa%  never  aasaultad  at  all  up  to  the  time  I 

wo  l4»ft  I 

With  r^ard  to  the  operations  of  the  1st  Division,  Captain  I 

T&te  reportis  aa  follows  : —  I 

"The  heavy  artillery  was  directed  to  open  Gre  at  1*30  pan.,  I 

the    field   artillery    at    2    p;m.      Fire    directed    principaUy   on  1 

Nrnmako-yama  (tidvanced   Ruf^Hinn   position,  B  8  ou  mapj  and  I 

309*11  etre  Hill  (A/B  4),  the  high  fort  in  rear  of   Namako-yama,  I 

"The   field   artillery   actually  opened   at  2.40  p.m»     There  J 

app^u^  to   ba  ten  field    batteries   in   action,  three    howit;ier  | 

bfiiteries,  some  Hotchkifis  and  machine  guna,  and  all  the  naval  I 

gttns  with  the  Ist  Division,  Le.,  five  12-pr*  and  two  4*7-inc]i>  I 

"The   4*7dnch   naval   guns   directed    their  fire   partly  on  I 

the   redoubts   in    the    low  ground  near   Siiui*3hih*ying,      The  I 

r^iainder  ahdled  Namako-yama  and  20S- Metre  Mill  (A/B  4)  I 

only.      The  Russians  replied  intermittently  with  artillery   fire  I 

froni  tliioe  hill*.     About  6  p.m.  infantry  advanced  against  the  I 

BDUtli  and  Bouth*wefit  slopes  of  the  two  last-named  heights,  I 

^No  decisive  results  h^id  been  obtained  by  the  time  dark<^  I 

nem  set   in.      The   movemeDts  of  the   infantry    were   almost  I 

mtirely  concealed  from  the  hill  where  the  head*quartcrh  of  the  I 
1st  Division  were  pnsted," 

It  seems  in  the  a^sanlt  yesterday  on  Port  KuK>patkin  (D  3)  3Qtli  1 
that  by  6  p.m.  the  Jajuinese  held  the  north  and  east  sides  of  the 
Work,  while  the  Russians  ^till  clung  to  the  south  and  west  nides. 
The  fort  was  completely  captured  at  2  a.m.  to-day,      A  number 
of  naval  mines  were  found  inside  the  work, 

RiKlouht  17  was  attacked  at  7  p.m,  yesterday » but  waa  not 
captuR^d  until  9  a.nL  to-day.  Between  9  a.m,  and  noon  to-day 
thr  Jajmnase  also  captured  works  IS,  19^  and  the  old  Chinese 
Fort((^  3), 

*rhe  loss  of  the  above  chain  of  works  is  a  very  seriotis 
fluilter  for  the  Ruseiuns,  as  it  protected  the  springs  and  reservoir 
whioh  provided  the  main  water  supply  of  Port  Arthur ;  the 
Japaaaie  have  now  cut  the  pipes  and  diverted  the  water  for 
their  own  use. 

At  BJiQ  p.m.  we  witnessed  tha  attack  and  eaptui^  of  Nama- 
ko-yama  (B  3)  from  the  jK)@ition  of  the  genenil  commanding  the 
artillery. 

All  the  Japanese  field  batteries  with  the  Ut  Division  (sixty 
gnnt)  concentmted   their    tire    on   the    Kussian    i>«jsition   and 
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13rd  Sept. 


I4th  Sept. 


smothered  it  with  shrapnel  The  two  4*  7-inch  gems  rttaehid 
to  the  division  played  on  the  crest  with  high-explosive  ahlJL 

The  Russian  fire  on  the  attacking  force  from  artilleiy  and 
machine  guns  was  very  heavy,  both  from  SOS-Meire  Hill 
(A/B  4)  and  also  from  a  horse-shoe  shaped  fort  (B  3)  below 
Namako-yama,  on  the  east. 

At  6.10  p.m.  the  Japanese  flag  waved  on  the  summit  of  the 
bill,  and  the  Japanese  batteries  swept  the  reverse  slope  of  the 
position  with  shrapnel.  By  6.30  p.nL  the  firing  on  both  sides 
had  practically  ceased. 

The  Japanese  have  made  real  and  substantial  progress  to- 
day. During  the  night  of  the  20th/21st  the  Japanese  captured 
a  |K)rtion  of  the  Russian  position  at  203-Metre  Hill  (A/B  4),  but 
on  the  22nd  September  they  were  forced  to  retire. 

An  officer  of  the  Naval  Brigade  showed  us  two  6-inch  naval 

funs  to-day.  They  are  of  Elswick  pattern,  manufactured  in 
apan,  and  are  on  central-pivot  naval  mountings  secured  to 
specially  prepared  platforms  of  timber  and  cement,  7  metres 
(22-9  feet)  long  by  6  metres  (19-6  feet)  broad. 


Section  of  6'inch  Gun  Platform. 
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B2*9febt   — 

The  guns  were  in  open  emplacements  with  fairly  good  oover 
for  the  gun  crews  and  ammunition,  but  this  is  not  absolutely 
shell-proof  from  a  heavy  naval  guo. 

Little  or  no  firing  took  place  to-day. 

There  has  practically  been  a  cessation  of  hostilities  during 
the  last  three  days. 

On  the  26th  we  inspected  two  of  the  28-cm.  (11-inch)  fortress 
howitzers.  These  guns  are  of  Japanese  manufacture,  and  weigh 
something  over  10  tons  (10,370  kilos.)  each.  The  carriage 
weighs  5'2  tons  (5,310  kilos.)  and  the  platform  8*2  tons 
(8,444  kilos.).  The  breech  mechanism  is  of  the  ordinary 
English  pattern.  The  gun  is  mounted  on  an  iron  carriage, 
garrison  standing  pattern,  this  latter  being  on  a  dwarf  traversing 
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pisiform.  It  i^  Ci^utral  pivoted,  on  a  cast^iroD  plate  let  iatu 
a  bed  of  eemeiit  The  rear  trucks  are  on  an  all-round  circular 
Thii  is  by  far  th©  heaviest  piece  of  artillery  that  the 
have  placed  in  the  tield  yp  to  the  preaaot  titue.  The 
died  irtigha  4B5  I  be,  (220  kilo».)  and  has  a  bui-^tiog  charge  of 
16' 75  lb»,  (7"t)  kilos.).  200  rouiidtj  per  guti  are  kept  with  tb© 
batieiy.     The  inaga^mea  are  very  well  protected. 

We  al^  iii&p€ct^  a  4-guo  battery  of  10'5-cm.  (4^1-inch) 
mgfi  gnm,  Krupp  ]90I,  tiring  tixt^  ammunition^  and  a  6-giiu 
limMefy  of  12<cui.  bronze  guua  made  in  Japan. 

Dosiiltory  firing  by  the  nairal  4-7-inGh  and  6-inch  gims  at  97t]i  ta 
tho  warships  in  harbour.     One  of  them  is  claimed  to  have  been  30ih  S«pt. 
mi  on  fire  on  the  28th. 

ThetQ  were  local  and  unimportant  attacks  against  the  sap-head 
in  fnmt  of   Erh-Iung  Shan  (D  3),  on  the  29th  September  at 
I  2  am-,  and  ou  the  night  of  29th/30tb  September,     Both  of  the 

atxive  were  without  any  result. 

On  the  27th  September  we  inspected  the  Japan  esc  war 
balloon.  On  the  morning  of  the  2Bth  we  inspected  a  reserve 
battalion  encamp*?d  close  by.  We  were  shown  one  company 
practising  the  nttuek  and  another  manoeuvring  in  clo^e  order, 
In  the  former  the  men  wereextendcKl  to  one  place  interval  only ; 
I  the  Japanese  do  not  favour  widely -ejitended  formations  when  it 

Im  intended  to  push  the  attack  home. 
I^K  The  company  drill  called  fur  no  special  comment;  the  men 

^^^wero  very  st^^ady,  and  manoauvred  smartly  and  with  precision* 
^^^B    I  noticed  that  no  use  was  made  of  signals  or  of  the  whistle^ 
^^^Bther  in  the  attack  or  in  the  company  dnll 
^^^K    We  afV^r wards  saw  some  men's  field  service  order  kits ;  these 
^^^weigh  just  over  42  lbs.,  includir»^  ammunition,  but  exclusive  of 
rifle  and  bayonet,  which  weigh  9  lbs.  8|  ozs. 

We  received  intelligence  from  an  officer  of  the  Ueiid -Quarters  1st  Oct* 
Staff  thai  SS-cm.  (ll-inch)  howitzerB  would  open  lire  on  some  of 
Die  forts.     We  witnessed   the   practice,  which  was  accurate ; 
iqiporsnily,  however,  ordinary  shell,  and  not  high-explosive,  was 
ttBid*     The  6re  went  on  during  the  day  in  a  desultory  manner. 

A  party  of  us  visited  the  camps  al>out  1  \  miles  Wyond  the  Snd  Oct* 
naval  iiatteritNi.  There  w^ei-e  three  4-gun  field  howitzer  batteries 
down  in  the  hollow,  and  further  on  an  engineer  compaTiy  of  the 
msrve  brigade  of  the  1st  Division,  Here  we  were  shown  a 
Uptpddo  that  was  found  int^ide  Fort  203-Metre  Hill  and  abM3  a 
number  of  Russian  hand-grenades.  The  employment  of  them 
somewhat  antiquated  instruments  of  war  has  been  a  marked 
feaitire  tn  the  assault  and  defence  of  the  various  works  round 
Port  Arthur.  Both  Russians  and  Japanese  have  made  up  large 
numbers  of  them,  and  their  moral  efiart  is  said  to  be  vety  great. 

I  have  not  as  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  any  of  the 
Japs  note  bombs«  but  the  Russians  are  of  two  kinds — one 
weighing  about  10  Ibn.  (globular),  the  other  weighing  n(x>ut  7  Ibs.^ 


.let. 


884  PORT  ARTHUR. 

in  the  form  of  a  small  shell.  Both  of  them  have  a  length  of 
ordinary  Bickford  fuze  (about  8  inches)  attached  through  an 
aperture  in  the  shell.  We  met  here  a  Qerman-speaking  soldier 
of  the  engineer  company,  who  told  us  that  the  men  of  the 
company  were  on  duty  at  the  sap-head  every  other  night,  and 
that  eveiy  night  four  or  five  men  were  hit. 

After  the  engineer  park,  we  visited  a  mountain  battery  about 
400  yards  north-east  of  Fort  Kuropatkin,  very  cunningly 
concealed  behind  artificially -planted  millet  stalks. 

This  gun  is  the  same  calibre  as  the  Arisaka  field  gun 
(2*95  inches),  but  is  considerably  shorter  (the  length  is  as 
nearly  as  possible  4  feet  4  inches).  It  can  either  be  carried  or 
drawn  by  ponies.  In  the  former  case  the  gun  (228  lbs.)  goes 
on  one  pony,  the  carriage  divides  in  two  and  each  half  goes  on 
a  pony  (weight  of  each  load  about  200  lbs.)»  while  the  wheels  are 
carried  by  a  fourth  pony  (weight  of  load  about  200  lbs.).  The 
breech  ax^tion  is  the  single  interrupted  screw.  For  wheel  trans- 
poi-t  a  pair  of  shafts  are  attached  to  the  point  of  the  traiL 

Two  kinds  of  ammunition  are  carried — shrapnel  and  high- 
explosive  percussion  shell.  The  former  can  be  used  up  to 
3,700  yards,  the  latter  up  to  4,300  yards. 

3rd  Oct.  Inspected  the  bivouac  of  the  8th  Reserve  Regiment,  encamped 

in  the  vicinity.  Shelters  have  been  constructed  to  accommodate 
a  section  of  1 8  to  20  men  each,  by  digging  a  circular  pit  about 
3  feet  6  inches  in  depth  and  21  feet  in  diameter.  A  pole  9  feet 
high  is  erected  in  the  centre,  and  the  men's  sections  of  tents  are 
fastened  over  in  the  shape  of  a  roof. 

We  also  inspected  the  men's  rations  and  field  kitchens.  The 
field  oven  is  a  sheet  iron  cylinder  about  2  feet  6  inches  high  and 
the  same  in  diameter,  an  opening  in  front  and  a  vent  hole  on 
each  side.     It  cooks  enough  food  for  40  to  50  men  at  a  time. 

The  colonel  of  the  regiment  informed  us  that  the  men's  daily 
ration  was  6  go  (about  three-fifths  of  a  quart,  or  1*06  lb&)  <^ 
uncooked  rice  and  40  Truym/me  (one  third  of  a  lb.)  of  either  fish 
or  meat,  half  ounce  of  salt,  vegetables  as  procurable  (abundant 
here),  and  compressed  Japanese  tea ;  each  man  gets  three  meals 
a  day.     There  was  no  firing  to-day  on  either  side. 

ftthOct.  Ascended   hill    occupied   by  the  general  commanding   the 

artillery.  An  officer  of  his  staff  showed  us  the  positions  of  the 
saps  to  the  six  different  points  of  attack.  He  stated  that  every 
night  from  15  to  20  yards  of  sap — 4  feet  deep  in  the  dear — were 
dug,  or  about  100  yards  of  parallel.  An  officer  of  the  Head- 
Quarters  StafiT  called  at  our  camp  in  the  afternoon  and  gave 
us  an  account  of  an  interview  he  had  recently  had  with  an 
American  correspondent  and  a  French  painter  who  succeeded  in 
entering  Port  Arthur  from  Chif u  on  the  28th  September  in  a 
Chinese  junk,  but  were  ordered  to  leave  by  the  Russians  on  the 
following  day,  and  were  picked  up  by  a  Japanese  destroyer  nnd 
taken  to  Dalny. 


IT. 


Aooorditig  to  a  statement  made  by  the  Ainericaut  the  garri(>N>n  ^H 

of  Port  Arthur  ia  living  on  horseflesh  at  tht^  pre«4^nt  time,  and  ^H 

haa  uo  vegatableH,  while  the  am  munition  m  ruaning  ehorb.  ^H 

General   Stesscl  had  apparently  not  heani  of  the  buttle  of  ^H 

liao-yaiig,    and    was    under   the    impression   that    the    Baltic  ^H 

squadron  had  started  ^ome  time  ago  ;   he  was  undeceived  on  ^H 

botb   these   points.       With    regard   to   the    military   liituatiun  ^H 

geoemliy,  the  ofSeer  had  not  much  to  tell  uh  beyotid  tlie  fact  ^H 

that  the  UuftBtan   warships  liave  anchort*d  imder  cover  of  the  ^H 

Tig^r*4i  Tail  (C  5|,  and  will  shortly  l>e  botubitrded-  ^H 

No  firing  of  any  sort  to-day — high  wind  blowing.  B| 

Thu  28-em.  (11 -inch)  guns,  about  two  miles  east  of  this  camp,  stk  Oct. 

opentid  fire  this  morning  on  tba  warships.     The-Rassians  replied  J 

Tigoroualy,  and  made  very  good  practice.  i 

The  Japaneite  28*cm.  guns  bomlmrdeJ  the  town  aud  shipping  etlt  to  8^ 
intennittentIy~not  without  effect  appnrently,  U>  jmlg*.^  from  the  Oct.        j 

dense  cloud h  of  smoke  that  arose  from  time  to  time.  J 

On   the   night  of  the  7th/8th    tlie    RuKsiatiJ*  attacked  and  | 

captured   the  Japan e^  sap-hc$ad  in   front  of  a  Hmall   infantry  ^H 

work  ''  G  "  (D  3),  200  or  300  yards  east  of  Fort  Erhdung  Shan/  ^B 

During  the  afternoon  the  Japanese  recaptured  the  portion  of  gth  to  li 
sap  lost  by  them  on  the  night  of  the  7th/^tJi  October.     The  Oct* 

Ru!#iians  siht^Iled  the  naval  4'74nch  guns  with  mortars  and  some  J 

of  the  hoftvy  guns  on  Golden  Hill  and  Tiger's  Tail  Jbrt«  (C  5),  J 

Went  with  Colanel  Apdey  Smith  to  Dalny.     We  noticed  a  ^H 

very   marked    improvement   in   the  sanitary    conditions,    and  ^H 

gen€ral  cleanliness  of  the  place  since  we  visited  it  in  August  last.  ^H 

The  commandant  an<i  hin  stuff  officer  were  most  courteous  to  us,  ^H 

tihiced  an  interpreter  at   onr   disposal,  und  allowed  us  to  do  ^H 

pDy thing  we  asked.     Dalny  h  now  being  oonvertefl  into  an  ^H 

"buormous  base  iupply  depfit,  not  only  for  fto  Thirtl  Army,  but  ^H 

also  for  the  Firnt,   Secoiui,  and   Fourth   Armies  in  the  north.  ^H 

l4irge  supply  sheds — eJtch  with  ii  st«)nige  capacity  of  TOtOOO  cubic  ^^^| 

feet — ^bave  been  alrosdy  built,  and  sevenil  othent  are  in  prooeas  ^^^| 

of  construction.     Larg^  quantities  of  building  inatenal  are  ilao  ^H 

being  sent  over  from  Japan,  and  the  roofless  bouaee  are  being  ^H 

repairrd   and    made   capable   iif  accenuiiodating    troops.      The  ^H 

Japiane^^  are  now  employing  in  Dalny  for  various  pur|^*oses  no  ^H 

fewer  than  500  Chinese  carta  (each  capable  of  carrying  half  ^H 

a  Um),  6,000  Chinese  coolies,  2,000  Japaneeearttians  (carpcnierH.  ^H 

maaons,  mecluLnics,  &c;X  *^<1  3,000  men  of  the  Military  Tram  ^H 

Beterve  (specially  called  out  for  this  war,  some  of  whom  have  ^H 

received  a  monl^  or  six   weeks*  elementary  tm                  T'he  ^H 

ChtOQse  carters  receive  S  yan  (6a)  per  diem ;  the  ^                    lea  ^H 

50  jieii  (1^.)p     Tlie  Japanese  artisans  rfK!etve  50  Mn  per  dtem,  ^H 

plus  free  rati  ens  and  lodgings.  ^H 

The  Japanese  arrung^mentK  for  private  canteens  In  the  Beld  ^H 
seem  worthy  of  note.     The  proprietors  are  private  individuals  of         ^H 

-          S    ACtM.                                                                                     ^  ^  ^1 
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known  probity  and  good  antecedents.  The  Japuieae  Gkyvero- 
ment  giv^es  these  men,  their  assistants,  and  tneir  goods  fn& 
passage  by  sea  and  rail,  but  not  any  cart  or  pack  transport 

In  Dalny  at  the  present  moment  there  are  five  or  six 
canteoDs,  with  small  branches  along  the  line  of  rail,  and  in  the 
villages  close  1)ehind  the  line  of  batteries.  They  are  nol^ 
however,  allowed  to  wax  fat  by  placing  exorbitant  prices  on 
the  articles  they  sell.  These  are  all  fixed  by  the  Chief  Com- 
missariat Officer,  and  allow  for  a  profit  of  10  per  cent  on  the 
original  cost  of  the  article  in  Japan.  All  kinds  of  things  are 
sold — beer^  cigarettes,  mkS,  note  paper,  tinned  fruit,  &c  The 
daily  sale  of  each  article  is  limited ;  for  instance,  only  one  cask 
of  aakd  may  be  expended  in  one  day  at  any  one  canteen.  A 
non-commissioned  officer  is  specially  detailed  to  each  canteen 
to  see  that  the  regulations  are  adhered  to.  We  paid  interesting 
visits  to  the  hospital  ships — ^the  "Rohilla  Maru"  and  the 
"  Hakuai  Maru."  On  the  former  were  three  wounded  Russian 
officers,  one  of  whom  informed  me  that  they  were  very  well 
treated,  and  had  nothing  to  complain  of. 

The  water  supply  of  Dalny  is  now  working  well,  as  is  also 
the  electric  light.  The  Chinese  population  is  well  controlled, 
while  the  orderly  and  sober  behaviour  of  the  Japanese  troops  is 
beyond  praise ;  the  streets  at  night  were  perfectly  quiei^  and 
such  a  thing  as  a  drunken  man  is  hardly  ever  seen,  which 
compares  favourably  with  what  was  frequently  seen  on  the 
Taku  road  at  Tientsin,  in  1900-1901. 

On  the  14th  October  we  returned  to  our  camp  in  front  of 
Port  Arthur,  when  Captain  Yate  placed  the  following  notes  at 
my  disposal  regarding  events  that  had  occurred  during  our 
absence  at  DfiJny. 

Loth  Oct.  "^^  Japanese  28 -cm.  (11 -inch)  howitzers  bombarded  one  of 

the  Russian  forts,  and  made  very  accurate  practice.  The  Russians 
fired  heavily  on  the  road  leading  from  the  9th  Division  head- 
quarters past  Tunn-shan-tzu  (E  3)  HUl,  and  also  at  the  12-cm. 
guns  and  howitzers  situated  immediately  west  of  this. 

Lath  Oct.  Very  heavy  firing  all   night     Heard   foUowing  day  that 

troops  from  1st  Division  had  crossed  the  railway  and  attacked 
Fort  Sung-shu  Shan  (D  3)  from  the  west,  capturing  an  earthwork  ' 
just  above  the  railway,  and  penetrating  some  one  hundred  yards 
beyond  it.  In  the  afternoon  visited  Fort  Europatkin  (D  3). 
Ditch  of  fort  some  8  to  10  feet  deep.  Flank  defence  of  ditcb, 
in  the  shape  of  escarp  caponiers,  so  damaged  as  to  be  unrecog- 
nizable. Inside  is  a  mass  of  ruins,  and  even  after  three  weeks  is 
still  smouldering.  Fort  admirably  traced  from  Russian  point 
of  view ;  long  side  enfiladed,  and  others  partly  so,  from  Fort 
Erh-lung  Shan. 

L8th  Oet.  Went  to  Hsiao  Ku  Shan  (E/F  4)  (hill  on  extreme  left  of 

Japanese  line).    The  colonel  of  the  43rd  Regiment  had  been 
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at  the  Attack  on  thm  hill  from  the  7th  August  to  the 
His  regimetit  advanced  with  two  battalions  in  the  front 
litlft  asd  one  in  reserve,  ov*er  1.200  yards  of  open  groimd,  now 
dry*  except  for  Htraaui  some  fifty  yards  broad,  but  at  thfit  time 
A  KWtttup,  which  greatly  delayed  tbe  attackers,  whose  left  Hank, 
moreovfr,  was  harans^  by  the  fire  of  the  RuE^ian  gunboatn. 
The  43rd  Re^ment  lotit  540  killed  ajid  wounded  in  taking  this 
liili  (aA  nearly  as  pofisible  20  per  cent).  In  the  two  leading 
battalions  eveiy  officer  was  hors  de  combat 

An  officer  of  a  Reserve  Regiment  dined  with  us  to-day,  15th  Oct. 
•lid  infonned  as  that  at  the  assault  on  the  FMi*lung  Shan 
Forta  on  the  22nd  August  the  losses  of  his  regiment  were 
18  officers  killed,  24  officers  wounded^  and  50  per  cant  of  the 
rank  and  file  killed  and  wounded.  We  received  an  intimation 
at  9  p,tn*  from  the  Army  Head^Quarters  Statf  that  the  infantry 
work  eaiit  of  Erh-lung  Shan(D  3)  would  be  assaulted  to-nionrow 
afternoon. 

At  noon  ascended  hill  close  to  the   potiition   of  the  general  16th  Oct, 
commanding  the  artillery.     The  SS-cm,  (ll*incb)  howitjsers  were  j 

iihelHng  **Q"    work    (D   3)    in    a    leisurely   manner,  evidently  I 

ranging.  ^m 

The  KuBHians  replied  at  intervals  from  mortars  (firing  smoky  ^H 

Cwder)  beyond  West  Fan-lung-sban   (D  3)  and  also  from  a  ^H 

-go  fort,  Ta  Shan  (D  4  s.e,X  iK^tween   Erh-lung  Shan  and  the  ^H 

Tiger's  Tail,     Nearly  all  the  shells  from  the  former  were  blind,  ^H 

Precisely  at  H    p.m.  a  very    heavy   concentrated   tire   was  ^H 

opned  on  the  '*  Q  "  work  (D  3),  Fort  Erh  lung  Shan  »nd  Fort  ^H 

SHQg^hu    Shan,    from    the    thirty-six    mountain   gunR    of    the  ^H 

9th    Division,   two   or   three   field   batteries   of    the   Artillery  ^H 

Brigade,  and  the  following  siege  pieces : —  ^H 

Sis  28-cm.  (ll-ineh)  fortresa  howitzeCB.  ^H 

Thirty-four  12-cm,  (4 '7-inch)  guns,  ^H 

Four  12-cnx,  (4'7-inch)  howitzers,  ^H 

Four  10*5  cm.  (4*  1-inch)  Krupp  guns.  ^H 

Two  12*pr.  naval  guua  ^^| 

The  total  number  of  guns  in  action  must  have  k^een  between  ^^M 

m  and  104.  ^^1 

The  practice  was  ilecidedly  good.     Many  of  the  large  sheik  ^^M 

burst  actually  in  the  trenches  of  '*G  "  work,  while  the  field  and  ^H 

moan  tain  guns  fired  most  accurate  shrapnel,  not  only  at  "  G  '*  ^^M 

work,  but  also  at  the  flanking  trenches  of  Erh-lung  Shan.     This  ^H 

terrific  bombardment  continued  for  one  hour  and  a  half,  and  at  ^H 

480  p.iEL  a  company  of  infantry  (200  men)  leapt  out  of  the  ^H 

advanced  pai^llet  dashed  over  the  one  hundred  yards  of  open  ^H 

ground  and  into  *'  Q  "  work.     They  suffered  very  little  loss  (only  ^H 

MIX   oadtualties  according  to  some   statementa),  and  met  with  ^^H 

hardly  any  opposition.     The  defenders  had  evidently  vacated  ^H 

ibe  Irenches  orliad  been  nearly  all  killed  by  the  bombardment,  ^H 
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Ten  minutes  or  so  afterwards  an  advaneed  Buniaa  tEendi  beknr 
Erh-Inng  Shan  was  also  easily  roslied  and  captured* 

At  5  p.m.  the  Japanese  were  lying  down  under  cover 
immediately  north  of  "  O  "  work,  and  they  also  held  the  Buasian 
advanced  trench  and  the  north-west  crest  of  an  underfeataze 
north  of  the  glacis  of  Erh-lung  Shan. 

The  total  Japanese  losses  in  this  affair  were  only  150,  and 
no  damage  was  caused  to  the  material  of  their  batteries.  It 
was  an  admirable  example  of  an  attack  conducted  according  to 
scientific  principles,  an  overpoweringly  heavy  oblique  artilleiy 
fire,  with  definite  objective  for  each  group  of  guns,  and  tb) 
infantry  pushed  close  up  to  the  point  of  assault.  The  BuasiaQ 
shrapnel  practice  was  fair,  but  their  heavy  guns  did  not  take 
any  great  part  in  the  proceedings.  The  Russians  made  a  half- 
hearted attempt  to  recapture  "  Q  "  work  during  the  night,  but 
without  result. 

ITth  Oct.  The  Japanese  are  now  strongly  entrenched  in  ''  G  *'  work, 

the  advanced  trench  below  Erh-lung  Shan,  and  also  occupy  the 
whole  of  the  underfeature  below  it 

A  staff  ofiicer  to  the  general  commanding  the  artilleiy 
informed  us  to-day  that  since  the  19th  September  the  fcdlowing 
additional  siege  pieces  have  been  brought  up : — 

Twelve  28-cm.  (ll-inch)  fortress  howitzers. 

Two  15-cm.  (5*  9-inch  naval  guns  (of  50  calibres). 

Four  15-cm.  (5 •9-inch)  mortars. 

The  28-cm.  howitzers  have  not  yet  been  mounted. 

There  are  consequently  now  before  Port  Arthur  254  siege 
pieces  and  180  field  and  mountain  guns.  The  six  87-mm. 
(3*  4-inch)  captured  Russian  guns  have  been  withdrawn,  as 
ammunition  ran  short. 

The  officer  also  imparted  the  following  items  of  infor- 
mation : — 

(a)  The  Japanese  propose  to  try  smoky  powder  for  some 
of  the  less  exposed  siege  guns,  on  account  of  the 
erosion  caused  by  smokeless  powder. 
(&)  The  following  hits  during  the  past  week  or  ten  days 
have  been  obtained  by  the  28-cm.  howitzers  on  the 
Russian  warships  in  harbour : — 

"Bayan"   five   hits,   "Poltava"   four  hits,  "Ret- 

visan  "  six  hits,  "  Peres\net "  17  hits. 
Tlie  above  were  observed  from  an  observation  post 
at  Namako-yama  (B  3)  on  the  extreme  ri^t. 
(c)  The  28-cm.  howitzers  have  not  as  yet  fired  high-explosive 
shells ;  these  are  on  their  way  up. 

18th  Oct.  We  received  news  to-day  of  an  important  Japanese  victory 

on  the  Sha  Ho. 

Hardly  any  tiring  at  all  to-day. 
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the    artillery   si^    park    at    advanced    railhead  iWh  Oct,  ^ 
(F  1%  wher^  all  siege  pieces  and  tbeir  ammutiition 


Pud  A  Tistt  to  the  l^t  Division  head-quarters.  From  the  20th  Oct,  j 
observation  station  we  could  clearly  see  the  Japane^  paralleb 
mntiinu  ^P  to  about  three  hundred  yards  from  Erh-hing  Shan, 
and  400  yards  from  S^ng-^hn  Shanj  also  working  parties  con- 
stmcitng  gnn  emplacements  on  sloj^^  of  hills  Rome  one  thoust^nd 
two  hundred  or  one  thonsand  five  hundred  yards  west  of  where 
we  stood- 

The  chief  of  the  staff  of  the  1st  Division  gave  us  the 
following  details  regarding  th«  attack  on  203'Metre  Hill  (A/B  4) 
tm  the  l»th  and  20th  September.  203- Metre  Hill  (A/B  4)  is 
doubles-headed  with  a  connecting  coL  The  whole  h  surrounded 
by  a  cage  mated  trench.  The  head -cover  is  exceedingly  strong, 
eonsiHting  of  steel  plates,  timber  baulks,  and  tour  or  five  feet  of 
tiifth  on  the  top  of  alU  The  fort  is  traversed  longitudinally 
Kpd  transversely  by  underground  passages.*  On  the  19th 
fltoptember  one  company  of  the  Ist  Brigade  effected  an  entrance 
at  one  comer  of  the  ditch,  but  any  further  advance  was  abso- 
lutcly  impossible,  as  the  passages  were  swept  by  fire  of  maehine 
guns.  The  company  held  its  ground  with  the  greatest  olristinacy 
for  two  days,  when  the  Russians  brought  up  field  guos  to  shell 
them  from  the  south-west,  and  the  few  survivors  wer©  com  pell  ed 
to  retire. 

No  firing  to-day  from  either  side. 

Aaoended  high  hill  about  l^  miles  to  the  eaat*     From  there  23n^Oct,l 
we  noticed  two  saps  within  30  yards  of  the  ditch  of  the  North 
Fort(D3,4> 

Pr&etio^lly  no  firing  to-day. 


h^ 


Hardly  any  firing*  One  of  the  2S*cm.  howitzers  was  dragged  23pd  and 
our  camp  to-day.  It  was  lashed  to  four  large  drugs,  24tli  Oct. 
and  was  h&nled  by  a  party  of  at  least  150  men  on  two  stout 
liawsaia  The  rate  of  progress  (over  an  indifferent  road)  was 
about  1 }  mile^  an  hour. 

The  four  6-inch  naval  guns  north-north* west  of  Shui-shih*  25th  Oct, 
ying  (C  3)  carried  on  a  sharp  duel  during  the  afternoon  with 
Fort  Sung-shu  Shan.  Visited  the  general  commanding  the 
Field  Artillt5ry  Brigade,  His  batteriea  are  at  present  in  line 
aast  and  west  of  Yu  Ta  Shan  (B/C  2),  but  will  be  pushed 
forward  to-night,  the  right  wing  to  1,300  yards  from  Sung- 
ahu  Shan,  the  centre  and  left  up  to  2,000  yards  from  Sung-shu 
Slian  and  Erh-lung  Shan. 

An   officer   of   the    Head^Quarters   Staff  visited   the   camp 
to-day.     He  came  to  announce  an  attack  for  the   26th  instant, 

*  Tbii  itatement  has  idnca  been  uoertaiiiAd  to  be  ioearreet^-^.M.C., 
21^2.1904. 
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and  communicated  to  us  the  following  sabrtanoe  of  orden 
issued  to-day  from  Head-Quarters : — 

After  a  heavy  lM)mbardment  along  the  whole  line,  the 
enemy's  defences  from  Sung-shu  Shan  to  East  CSii-knan 
(E  4)  will  be  attacked,  and  after  their  capture  a  circular 
position  will  be  taken  up  on  the  high  ground  within  the 
line  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  (£  4),  the  height  occupied  by 
the  o]d  Chinese  camp  (D  4)  and  a  hill  (C/D  4)  south- wert 
of  Sung-shu  Shan  on  the  Japanese  right  flank. 

The  objectives  for  each  division  will  be  as  follows : — 

l&t  Division :  The  brigade  on  the  left  to  attack  Sung-ehu 
Shan  and  the  heights  in  rear.  The  right  brigade  to  be  in 
reserve  to  meet  a  possible  counter-attack. 

11th  Division:  The  right  brigade  to  attack  the  North  Fort 
(D  3/4),  "  Q ''  work,  and  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  (E  4),  aOer- 
wards  the  heights  in  rear.  The  left  brigade  to  make  a 
demonstration  against  the  enemy's  right,  and  if  neoeasary 
repel  counter-attacka 

At  5  p.m.  to-morrow  (the  26th  October)  the  1st  and  9th 
Divisions  will  attack  the  infantry  trenches  in  front  of 
Erh-lung  Shan  and  Sung-shu  Shan.  This  attack  will  be 
support^  by  the  Field  Artillery  Brigade  and  every 
available  siege  piece. 

Under  cover  of  the  general  bonibardment  all  the  saps  will 
be  pushed  forward  as  much  as  possible. 

Firing  will  be  continued  during  the  night  by  the  28-cm. 
howitzers. 

The  oflScer  also  informed  us  that,  according  to  statements  by 
Russian  bluejackets  who  have  lately  desert^,  the  fire  of  ili^ 
28-cm.  howitzers  has  been  very  effective  against  the  Russian 
squadron  in  the  harbour.  The  "Bayan"  is  reported  to  be 
quite  Jwrs  de  combat,  and  the  "  Peresviet "  to  have  been  struck 
27  times. 

From  information  received,  it  would  appear  that  the  forts  of 
Sung-shu  Shan,  Erh-lung  Shan,  and  East  Chi-kuan  Shan,  are  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  permanent  works.  The  ditches  are 
reported  to  be  20  feet  deep  and  from  18  to  21  feet  wide,  flanked 
by  caponiers  with  two  tiers  of  fire ;  the  works  themselves  are 
covered  in  with  cement  head-cover. 

26th  Oct.  A  desultory  fire  commenced  about  11  a.m.,  chiefly  from  the 

naval  guns.     The  Russians  hardly  replied  at  aU. 

At  1  p.m.  the  28-cm.  howitzers  on  the  Japanese  left  began 
to  shell  the  North  Fort  (D  3/4)  and  South  East  Chi-kuan 
Shan  (E  4). 

About  3.30  p.m.  the  firing  on  the  Japanese  right  incrpased 
considerably  in  intensity.  The  fort  of  Erh-lung  Shan  was 
heavily  pounded  by  all  the  naval  guns  and  the  28-cnL  howitzers 
on  the  right  flank,  in  addition  to  several  batteries  of  field 
howitzers. 
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At  4.30  p.m,  the  tire  on  Erh-luBg  Shaft  was  tetrific^  slirapnel 
tm  well  as  bigh-exploaive  shell 

At  5  pjs*  to  the  miiiute  an  asaaulting  colutoji  about  two 
huDdred  dtrong  left  the  advanced  parallel  and  rushed  up  in  a 
dmp  niaai  against  the  infantry  trenchefi*  in  front  of  Erh-lung 
Shim,  followed  almost  imint^diately  by  a  second  column  of  equal 
atrengtli  a  little  further  away  to  the  right 

Both  columns  reached  the  trench  with  trifling  loss,  and  at 
once  entered  it.  Two  or  three  Japanese  sheik  fell  among  thein^ 
noiwithst&ndiiig  that  ttiere  were  two  flags  being  vigorously 
waved* 

Three  more  columns  of  about  two  hundred  men  each  left 
the  parallel  during  the  nest  twenty  minutes  and  astabliahed 
tlrnmatvea  under  cover  beneiith  the  crest  of  the  trench. 

At  5.20  p.m,  the  Russians  fired  a  large  mine  at  the  western 
angle  of  the  trench ;  the  explosion  was  tremendous. 

U^^anwhile  the  men  beneath  the  crest  of  the  parapet  had 
ootnmenced  to  con^struct  three  covered  approaches  from  the 
paraltel  to  the  treuch ;  they  worked  athnirably,  and  when  we 
left  the  hill  at  6  p,m«  had  nearly  completed  their  task. 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  this  attack  was  the  large  use  made 
by  the  Japanese  of  bombs  fired  from  the  advanced  parallel  out 
of  M»eciaily  constructed  wooden  grenade  mortars.  The  pro- 
jeefetle  ia  simply  a  tin  cylinder  6  inches  in  length  and  5  inches 
m  diameter  filled  with  some  sort  of  explosive.  There  is  a  piece 
of  ftixe  (4|  inches  long)  attached  to  the  cylinder,  one  inch  of 
which  is  exposed,  and  is  lighted  when  the  gun  is  tired.  A  few 
sbrapncl  bullets  are  packed  into  the  cylinder  tr*  fill  up  interstices 
and  gi\e  the  requisiite  weight.  The  whole  projectile  weighs 
4|  IW.  The  projielling  charge  is  ordinary  black  powder  made 
up  in  five  different  cliarges.  according  to  range.  The  extreme 
mtige  18  iOOyardi;  the  moet  favourable  one  300  yards.  The 
praetioe  made  with  these  bombB  seemed  somewhat  erratic,  but 
they  exploded  with  very  great  violence,  and  their  moral  efiect 
mi^  be  oonaiderable,  wMle  their  manufacture  is  cheap  and 
f«y* 

The  Russian  advanced  trench  in  front  of  Sung-shn  Shan 
W&9  roahed  a  few  minutes  before  Uiat  of  £rh-lung  Shan ; 
figfatatig  was  still  going  on  at  nightfall 

P&icl  a  seeond  visit  to  the  general  commanding  the  Field  A7thOet. 
Artillery  Brigade*     He  was  good  enough  to  give  ua  the  following 
notes :  During  the  night  of  the  26th/f7th  October  the  Rnssians 
Eoade  four  nttomptfi  to  recapture  the  advanced  treuch  of  Sung- 
•liQ  Shan ;  all  of  these  were  unsuccessful 

The  Japane«ie  losseH  at  Sung-sbu  Shan,  including  theae 
oounier'attacksp  were  140  killed  and  wounded;  at  £rh-lung 
8hma  they  mnonnted  to  300,  most  of  which  were  cjiused  by 
Bnaaian  indireet  artillery  fire  after  the  trendies  had  been 
oocupled. 
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The  Japanese  profited  by  the  bombardment  <m  the  26th  to 
seize  the  whole  of  "  Q  "  work  (D  3))  they  were  only  in  possessioii 
of  the  northern  portion  of  it  previously),  and  also  to  drive  the 
Russians  away  from  the  railway  bridge.  They  met  with  great 
resistance  at  this  point,  and  it  would  appear  that  th^  is 
something  important  at  the  head  of  the  valley  which  the 
Russians  wish  to  defend — a  water  supply  in  all  probability. 

The  mine  that  exploded  in  the  advanced  trench  at  Erfa-Im:ig 
Shan  during  the  attack  on  the  26th  was  probably  fired  in  order 
to  blow  in  a  subterranean  passage  connecting  the  trench  with 
the  fort  itself. 

Visited  a  field  howitzer  battery  in  action.  It  was  admirably 
placed,  and  had  not  so  far  received  a  single  shell,  as  the  Russians 
fired  entirely  on  the  emplacements  vacated  on  the  night  of  the 
25th/26th  October,  when  the  field  guns  were  pushed  forward. 

18th  Oct.  Intermittent   fire   from    the   naval   guns   and   the   28-cm. 

howitzers ;  the  Russians  hardly  replied. 

19th  Oct.  Very  little  firing  during  the  morning,  but  in  the  afternoon 

it  grew  a  little  brisker.  At  6  a.m.  to-day  the  Russians  attacked 
the  Japanese  advanced  parallels  in  front  of  Sung-shu  Shau, 
and  by  9  a.m.  had  driven  the  defenders  back  to  where  they 
were  on  the  26th  October.  Between  1  p.m.  and  2  p.m.,  how- 
ever, the  Japanese  attacked  and  recaptured  the  advanced 
trenches.  The  Head-Quarters  Staff  have  anuounoed  that  a 
general  attack  will  take  place  to-morrow  along  the  line  Sung- 
shu  Shan-EIast  Chi-kuan  Shan. 

lOth  Oct.  Our  party  divided  as  follows  to  witness  the  attack :  CSaptain 

Yato  to  the  11th  Division  on  the  left.  Captain  Sir  A.  Bannerman 
near  Tuan-shan-tzu  (E  3)  in  centre,  Colonel  Apsley  Smith  and  I 
to  an  observatoiy  on  the  right,  about  lialf-way  between  the  naval 
guns  and  Shui-shih-ying  village,  and  about  2,300  yards  from 
Sung-shu  Shan.  Firing  from  the  naval  guns  and  the  28-c.m. 
howitzers  commenced  about  9  a.m. 

About  11  a.m.  a  heavy  concentrated  fire  from  every  siege 
and  naval  gun  was  opened  on  Sung-shu  Shan,  Erh-lung  Shan, 
*'  P  "  (D  3  S.B.),  North  Fort  (D  3/4),  "  Q  "  (D  4  N.E.),  and  East 
Chi-kuan  Shan,  also  on  all  the  works  immediately  in  rear  of 
this  line.  The  fire  was  very  accurate  and  rapid,  and  objectives 
had  evidently  been  carefully  assigned  to  the  difierent  groups 
of  guns. 

At  12.30  p.m.  the  field  and  mountain  guns  commenced 
shrapnel  fire,  exceedingly  heavy  on  the  section  of  the  line  "  P  " 
to  **  Q,"  moderately  heavy  on  Erh-lung  Shan  and  Sung-shu 
Shan. 

The  Russian  reply  to  all  this  artillery  fire  was  feeble  in  the 
extreme. 

A  few  minutes  after  1  p.m.  all  the  dififerent  points  of  attack 
were  assaulted  simultaneously  by  infantry  columns. 
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Cmniii]?  from  the  right,  a  colunin  about  two  hundred  Btrong  I 

%tSk  lli€  ftdl¥mnced  paraUol  about  two  huodred  jarda  in  front  of  I 

Sm^g^O   BhB3a  and   dashed  up  against   the  work   through  a  I 

Mliltwb«i  narrow  passage  in  the  wi  re  entanglement     Directly  the  I 

men  left  the  cover  of  the  trencheB  they  came  under  a  heavy  fire,  I 

mad  ibey  sustained  some  30  casualties  before  reaching  the  ditch*  I 

ttito  which  they  deacended.     The  party  had  three  scaling  laddem  I 

with  itp  but  none  of  these  were  uB&d  as  far  as  we  could  see,  I 

Thifi  first  cohimn  waa  quickly  followed  by  a  second  one  of  about  I 

e«)Qal  strength,  which  lost  some  25  men  en  route ;  half-an-hoar  ■ 

later  a  third  small  column,  eighty  to  one  hundred  strong,  followed,  I 

mxkA  had  15  or  20  c4LHuaItie^.     Both  the  second  and  third  columns  I 

followed  the  first  colutrm  into  the  ditch  of  the  work.     Altogether  I 

thers  luust  have  been  70  to  80  bodies  lying  on  the  slope  between  I 

tiie  advaiicerl  parallel  and  the  ditch  work.     TWia  losa  was  not  I 

oc«i$ive,  m  a  heavy  fire  waa  brought  to  bear  on  the  attacking  I 

oolttmn  from  Simg-shu  Sfian  itself,  from  a  small  auxiliary  infantry  I 

work  (I>  4  N.wj  flanking  the  western  face  of  the  work,  and  also  I 

from  a  long  line  of  entrenchment  connecting  8ung-Mhu  Shan  and  I 

Erb-lujig  Shan  and  enfilading  the  Japanese  left  tlank.  I 

At  3.30  p.m.  a  large  mine  exploded  at  the  salient  angle  of  I 

Sonff-diu  Shan,  antl  at  4  p.m.  a  tremendous  explosion  took  place  I 

inaiad  the  work,  followed  by  dense  volumes  cf  smoke,  which  m 

con  tinned  to  jKiur  out  in  undimintshed  quantity  for  more  thiiu  I 

aa  hour.     During  the  whole  of  this  time  a  sharp  mi].^ketry  I 

combat  wa^  carried  on  between  the  Japanese  in  their  advanced  I 

parallel   and   the  Ku88ian«t  in  the  trenches  between  Sung-iihii  I 

Shan  and  Erh-huig  Shuji,     Some  of  the  latter  were  distinctly  I 

obftt-rved  to  be  firing  on  the  dead  and  wounded    lying  about  ■ 

in  front  of  Sung-fthu  Bhan.     Nothing  more  was  ween  of  the  I 

columns  in  the  ditch ;  occasionally  a  man  was  sent  back  to  the  I 

parallel,  but  nearly  all  of  these  were  shot  down.     A  few  men  m 

tried  to  mount  the  parapet  of  the  work,  but  were  at  once  killed.  I 

&h4i]Jig  Shan  was  not  assaulted  at  all  from  the  flirect  front  1 

— n  few  men  attacked  the  western  face,  but  it  was  impossible  ■ 

to  ^timate  the  actual  strength  of   the  column  or  colunms.     All  I 

that  is  certain  is  that  a  party  of  men  succeeded  in  reaching  the  I 

ditch.  I 

With  regard  to  occurrences  on   the  centre  and  left.  Captaina  m 

Yate  and  Sir  A.  Bannerman  report  in  substance  as  followa  : —  I 

At  L15  p.m.  East  Chi-knan  Shan  (E  4),  a  small  knoll  to  the  I 

wast,  since  c^Ied  Kobu-yama  by  the  Japanese  (D/£  4),  "  Q ''  (D  4  I 

K.«.)  North  Fort (D  3/4)' and  *'  P '*  (D  3,  SE.),  were  aimuitaneoaily  I 

aitacked.     At  East  Clu-kuan  Shan  and  at  "  Q^' the  Japanestie  I 

were  detinitely  repulsed,  with  considerable  loss.    They  succeeded  I 

evetntually  in  establiBhing  themselves  close  to  Kobu-yain%  **  Q,**  I 

Ipnd  *'  P/'  The  Russian  shrapnel  and  machine  gun  fir©  wer©  I 
ISDurderously  effectiva 

Dtiring  the    night  of  the  30tfa/31st  October  the  Russians  ai«t  < 
made  two  determined    counter-attackfi  on    the    Japanese  just 
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outside  "  p."  The  first  of  these  was  repulsed,  the  seeond  drove 
the  Japanese  back  to  their  advanced  paralleL  The  latter  then 
brought  up  reinforcements,  and  not  only  recaptured  their  f<»rm6r 
position,  but  seized  the  work  itself,  where  they  are  now  finally 
established. 

North  Fort  (D  3/4)  was  again  attacked  to-day  at  5  p.m.  by 
a  small  party  under  cover  of  28-cm.  (11-inch)  howitaser  and 
shrapnel  fire,  but  was  unsuccessful. 

The  military  situation  is  now  as  follows :  The  Japanesie  hold 
Kobu-yama,  *'P,"  East  and  West  Pan-lung  Shan,  and  "G"; 
mining  operations  are  in  progress  against  Erh-lung  Shan  and 
Sung-shu  Shan ;  saps  are  being  pushed  against  203-Metre  Hill 
(A/B  4),  and  also  against  the  enceinte  from  East  and  West 
Pan-lung  Shan  and  "  G." 

The  Japanese  losses  are  stated  officially  to  be  as  follows : — 
(a)  On  the  3rd  October : — 

Officers         -  ...         33 

Bank  and  file        -  -  -     1,441 


Total        .  1,474 

(6)  From  26th  to  31st  October,  both  days  inclusive : — 

Officers         .  ...         61 

Rank  and  file        -  -  -    1,970 


Total         -  -    2,021 

LdVoT.  Two  enormous   explosions    occurred  in   Port  Arthur   this 

morning  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  town ;  the  first  appears  to 
have  been  accidental,  the  second  was  caused  by  the  fire  of  the 
Japanese  naval  guns;  both  are  supposed  to  be  old  Chinese 
powder  magazines. 

dNov.  To-day  being    the    birthday  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the 

Emperor  of  Japan,  the  naval  batteries  fired  a  salute  of  101  shells 
at  Forts  Erh-lung  Shan  and  Sung-shu  Shan.  With  this 
exception  there  was  no  firing. 

h,  Vov.  The  Japanese  officer  in  charge  of  the  third  group  of  military 

attach^  left  this  morning  to  take  up  an  appointment  in 
Korea. 

The  military  situation  is  now  as  follows : — 

The  1st  Division  is  pushing  saps  against  203-Metre  Hill 
(A/B  4)  from  the  south-west 

At  Sung-shu  Shan  and  Erh-lung  Shan  mines  are  being 
driven  to  blow  in  the  caponiers  of  the  coimterscarp  and  fill  up 
the  ditches. 

A  trench  has  been  made  between  *'  G  "  (D  3)  and  Erh-lung 
Shan,  behind  which  troops  can  assemble  to  carry  by  assault  the 
portion  of  the  Chinese  wall  connecting  these  two  work& 
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From  East  tmd  West  Pan -lung  Hhan  saps  are  being  pushed 
ugaiDst  the  portion  of  the  Chinese  wall  immediately  opposite  to 
tlietD*  A  mine  18  being  driven  against  the  parapet  of  the  >.f>rth 
Fort  (D  3/4).  On  the  e&ireme  right  the  J&paneae  have 
ftdviuteed  their  right  flaok  and  have  expelled  the  Ru^lana  from 
Ihe  vilbge  of  KfM>-chia-tun  (A  4/5).  Their  outposts  extend 
&CII11  the  village  to  Pigeon  Bay.* 

Tlie  following  artillery  dispositions  were  made  yesterday  r-^ 

Two  9-cm,  (3  *  5-inch)   mortars  have  been  place^i  west  uf 

^  Shoi-shih-ying  (C  3)«  to  fire  on  the  road  lb  rear  of 

H  Erh-lung  8 ban. 

H  Eight  batteries  of  the  Field  Artillery  Brigade,  plus  six 

B  naval  12-pr  guns.lmve  been  pushed  up  in  line  with  two 

H  astride  of  Shui-ehib-ying      On  the  east  of  this  village 

m  are   four  Held  batteries  and  two   12-pr.   naval    guni^ ; 

H  west  of  it  are  four  field  batteries  and  four  l2-pr«  naval 

■  guns.     From  the  Held  batteries  west  of  Shui-ahih^ying, 

K  three  sections  have  been  still  further  advanced  to  some 

m  riaing  ground  only  1,300  yards  from  Sung-eliu  Shan,  in 

m  order,  so  I  am  informed^  tci  get  a  really  ac€unite  fire  on 

'  the  loopholes  and  demolish  head-cover. 

Very  little  firing.     Steady  progress  made  with  mining  and  5th  to ) 
sapping  operattons  deaeribed  in  diary  for  4th  November.  Hot. 

To*day  l>eing  the  birthday  of  His  Majesty  the  King,  Field-  Ot^  ITov- 

J^liiT^hiil  U(3iint  Nogi  sent  a  most  cordial  letter  of  congratulation  ■ 

to  the  British  attache  with  this  group,  together  with  a  case  of  m 

champagne.     The  Chief  of  the  Staff  and  three  other  ofiicers  of  ^^H 

HeaAJ* Quarters   Staff  lunched  at  the  attaches'  mess,  and   His  ^^H 

Maje^fty  s  health  was  drunk  with  full  honoura.  ^^M 

Very  little  firing  to-day.  ^^B 

Heavy  gun  and  rifle  fire  about  4  a.nj,,  continued  for  about  lO^lTa 
twenty     mmutea      The     Russians     apparently    mistook     the  I 

ri'l living  trench  guards  for  an  ^tsaultitig  column,  and  opened  m 

fire  on  them.     The  following  further  artillery  dispoaitiona  are  in  M 

W      two  batteries  (eight  guns)  of  12-cm«  (4* 7-inch)  howitzers  ^^H 

^^re  to  be  pushed  forward  between  Shui-shih-ying  and   Pa-li>  ^^M 

wihuftng  (CD  S) ;  a  iliird  battery  of  three  guns  will  be  advanced  ^^| 

mk*  ajpoaition  east  of  8su-chia-tun  (D  3)*  ^^M 

W      Pour  12«cmt  naval  guns  will  be  brought  up  to  a  position  ^^H 

^•ome  500  yards  west  of  the  Field  Artillery  Observatory  (C  2).  ^^M 

Emplacements  for  all  the  above  were  oimmeneed   on   the  ^^M 

7th  instant.  ^^M 

The  Rii£!^iaii  warshijifi  in  the  harbour  am  reguhirly  shelled  ^^H 

by  the  28-cm.  howitzers*  ^^M 

The    Russian    guns    in    Sung-ahu    Shan    have  now   been  ^^H 

practically  silenced.  ^^M 

^  Wor  Pigeon  Bay  m§  •otitk^^wesi  canntr  of  Map  68.  ^^H 
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Sapping  and  mining  operations  oonttnne  to  make  jMrogresB 
in  Ist  and  9th  Divisions. 

In  the  11th  Division  the  straggle  in  the  ooimterscarp 
galleries  of  the  North  Fort  (D  3/4)  continues.  Captains  Yate 
and  Sir  A.  Bannerman  visited  East  Pan-lnng  Shan  to-day. 

8th  Hov.  Staoi^  at  10  a.m.  with  Colonel  Apsley  Smith  for  the  head- 

quarters of  the  9th  Division,  whence  we  were  taken  by  an 
orderly  officer  to  East  Pan-lung  Shan,  where  we  were  shown  into 
the  advanced  trenches,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  frcm 
the  fortified  Chinese  wall  now  held  by  the  Bussians.  We  had 
with  us  a  pair  of  hyposcopic  glasses,  so  were  able  to  obtain  a 
good  view  without  exposing  ourselvea  The  Chinese  wall  is 
a  fairly  strong  line  of  defence  about  twelve  feet  in  height 
without  ditch,  a  loophole  to  every  yard,  good  cover  in  trench, 
and  traverses  at  frequent  intervals. 

From  East  Pan-lung  Shan  we  went  to  "  P  "  work  (D  3  S.E.), 
from  the  east  face  of  which  we  obtained  a  most  excellent  view 
of  the  North  Fort  (D  3/4),  and  its  masonry,  counterscarp 
galleries,  and  loopholed  gorge.  This  fort  seems  to  have  been 
considerably  damaged  by  the  Japanese  artillery  fire. 

**  P  "  work  and  East  Pan-lung  Shan  were  held  by  the  35th 
Regiment,  the  garrison  of  each  being  two  companie& 

From  *'P,"  we  visited  West  Pan-lung  Shan,  held  by  a 
detachment  (two  companies  of  the  7th  Regiment) ;  got  a  good 
view  of  ditch  of  Erh-lung  Shan.  All  the  siege  trenches  that  we 
saw  were  most  admirably  constructed ;  the  depth  varies  from 
4  feet  to  6  feet,  with  about  6  feet  of  earth  or  large  sandbags  on 
the  top. 

Great  care  has  been  taken  to  provide  cover  from  view  at 
exposed  places  by  placing  three  or  four  planks  across  the  top  of 
the  trench,  and  piling  up  sandbags  or  earth  thereon.  Considering 
the  large  number  of  corpses  that  must  have  been  buried  in  the 
vicinity,  there  was  very  little  smell,  while  the  cleanliness  of 
the  trenches  and  the  excellence  of  the  sanitary  arrangements 
came  as  an  agreeable  surprise.  We  particularly  noticed  the  well- 
fed,  cheerful  look  of  the  men,  who  seem  very  comfortable.  The 
chief  source  of  discomfort  is  the  scarcity  of  wateor,  which  has  to 
be  brought  up  from  a  ravine  by  hand  for  nearly  two  miles. 
The  garrisons  of  the  fort  are  relieved  every  ten  or  twelve  days. 

8th  Vov.  We  were  informed  to-day  that  the  7th  Division  is  on  its 

way  &om  Japan  to  join  the  Third  Army. 

The  losses  in  the  engineer  battalions  of  the  various  divisions 
of  this  Army  have  been  so  great  that  three  companies  of  engi- 
neers have  been  sent  down  from  the  northern  Armies,  and  one 
company  will  be  attached  to  each  of  the  three  divisions  now  here. 

ith  to  Nothing  of  any  importance  occurred  ;  sapping  and  mining 

Bth  Vov.    operations  continue ;  small  local  counter-attacks  made  nightly 
by  Russians  at  different  places. 
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MoAt  of  the  l8i  Cavalry  Regtmeoi  and  iho  17th  Arbillery  ^H 
B«gimeEii  of  the  Field  Artillery  Brigade  have  leEt  for  the  north* 

A   staff  captain  from  Head -Quarters  informed  ua  that  at  17tlL  ir# 
2  p.m,  to-day  the  mines   at  Sung-shu   Shan   (D  3  BM.)  would 

hv  ex|>l<xle<l.     Witnessed  the  explosion  from  the  Field  Artillery  J 

Obfi^rvatory  (C  2)v     There  wag  one  very  large  explowion  and  ^J 

four  minor  ones.     We  have  f^ince  been  informed  that  the  former  ^H 

wan  caosed    by  four  mines  at    the    salient    angle    exploding  ^H 

atmultaueonsly,  thereby  blowing  in  part  of  the  Japanese  trench.  ^H 

A  party  of  uh  viaited  the  1st  Brigade  of  the  Int  Division  on  I8tli  Ho 
thb  right   flank.     This   brigade  <x)nsist3  of  the  Idt  and   15  th 

Be^isientSt  in  all  six  battalions,  oiid  h  holding  Namako-yama  J 

^B  3).  and   attacking  203*Metre   Hill  (A/B   4).       From    the  ^B 

former  place  we  had  an  excellent  view  of  the  harbour  of  Port  ^H 

Arthtir,  aiul  ssaw  aeveral  Kunk  merchant  steam  en,  alao  the  masts  ^H 

of  a  battleship.     From  Namako-yama  we  wei^  taken  to  the  ^| 

aap- heads   before   203- Metre  Hill  (A/B   4),     There  are   three  ^H 

ml  together,  two  on  south-west  and  one  on  the  north-east.    An  ^H 

oJiioer  of  the    1st  Regiment,  informed  me  that  the  RuBsianji  ^H 

attacked  them  regularly  every  niglit^  hut   never  in  strength.  ^M 

The  capture  of  203-Metre  Hill  appears  to  be  a  difficult  problem,  ■ 

A  most  regrettable  incident  occurred  to-day.     Two  British  SOttLlTQ 
attache.  Captainn  Yate  and  Sir  A.  Bannerman,  and  the  German 

attach^,    2nd*Lieutenant    Graf    Wolffskeel   von    Roicheaberg,  i 

vim  loci  Uie  Japaua^e  advanced  trenches  in  front  of  Erh-lung  8han»  J 

They  were  aceompanied  by  2nd-Lieutenant  lHhihuta»  one  of  the  ^H 

JafMineee  oBiccrs  attached  to  the  group  of  nttach^^,  and  were  ^H 

conducted  by  one  of  the  adjutants  of  the  9th  Division,  and  an  ^M 

engint^r  officer.     After  vif^iting  the  nap* head  and  mine  shafUi  ^H 

tficy  werv  sittiag  in  the  trenches  preparatory  to  returning  when  ^H 

a  large    Russian   shell — probably    12  or  lo-cm. — ^fell  in  tbeir  ^H 

midst   and   exploded    with   great    violence,  killing  Lieutenant  ^H 

Ishihata  on  the  spot  and  slightly  wounding  the   adjutant;  the  ^H 

remaining  members  of  the  party  were  covered  with  dust  and  ^H 

stones,   but   were    not  otherwise   damaged,    which    imder    tfie  ^H 

circumstances  seems  almost  miraculous.  ^H 

Three  minas  were  fired  at  Erli-lung  Shan  this  morning,  two  ^H 

of  which  were  very  auccessfuL    Captain  Yate  reports  that  the  ^| 

depth  of  the  ditch  of  this  work  is  from  14  to  IS  feet;  it  is  now  ^M 

half  tilled  up  wiih  dibris  caused  by  the  explosion  of  the  mines.  ^H 

Afi  the  caponiers  at  the  end  of  the  main  fort  (west)  have  bd^i  ^M 

previously  destroyed,  the  ditch  is  practically  safe ;    engin^^Ctt  ^U 

found  and  cttt  eimmy's  mine  wires  a  few  days  ago.  ^H 

The  engineer  reinforcements  from  the  north  for  the  Third  ^H 

Army  bxq  aa  follows : —  ^| 

■      1  Qimrd    Division     engineer    ci>mpauy     attaclied     to    lat  ^H 

Division,  ^H 

1  6th  Division  engineer  company  attached  to  9th  Division.  ^M 

1  8th                      ,,              .,                            llth  ^M 
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As  an  en^eer  battalion  oonsista  of  three  eompenies  the 
arrangement  only  leaves  two  companies  of  sappers  with  the 
Guard,  6th  and  8tb  Divisiona 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Ist  and  12th  Reserve  Engineer 
Companies  have  joined  the  Port  Arthur  investing  force. 

The  7th  Division*  landed  at  Dalny  on  the  18th  instant,  and 
is  marching  up ;  its  position  in  the  investing  line  is  not  yet 
fixed,  lliis  division  has  its  head-quarters  at  Asahikawa  in 
Hokkaido,  but  draws  its  recruits  from  various  parts  of  Japan, 
as  the  population  of  Hokkaido  is  insufficient 

A  very  heavy  tire  of  si^e  and  field  guns,  Maxims  and  rifles, 
commenced  at  4  p.m.,  and  lasted  for  more  than  an  hour. 

Apropos  of  the  7th  EHvision,  we  are  informed  that  six 
mounted  men  are  attached  to  each  infautry  company;  this  is 
the  only  instance  of  mounted  infantry  in  the  Japanese  army. 

The  divisional  artillery  of  the  7th  Division  is  half  field  and 
half  mountain ;  this  was  formerly  the  oiganization  for  all  the 
divisions,  but  is  now  only  retained  by  the  7tlL  There  is  no 
cavalry  with  this  division. 

An  officer  informed  Captain  Yate  that  of  the  twelve  battalion 
commanders  with  the  9th  Division  only  one  has  renudned 
unwounded  up  to  date.  The  four  regimental  commanders  and 
the  lieutenant-colonel  commemding  the  divisional  enffineer 
battalion  have  all  been  killed  or  wounded — mostly  killed.  In 
oQe  particular  company  there  are  only  two  soldiers  who  have 
been  through  the  campaign  from  the  commencement. 

Another  officer  informed  us  at  the  beginning  of  this  month 
that  in  the  engineer  battalion  of  the  1st  Division  only  60  men 
remained  out  of  the  original  efiective  of  600  rank  and  file. 
These  figures  speak  volumes  for  the  severity  of  the  fighting. 

Lst  Vov.  Sapping  and  mining  operations  progress.     The  following  is 

the  official  account  of  the  heavy  firing  at  4  p.m.  yesterday : — 
The  Japanese  commander  in  the  trendies  in  front  of  Brh-lnng 
Shan  (D  3)  sent  a  reconnoitring  patrol  of  one  non-commissioned 
officer  and  two  men  over  the  parapet  to  gather  informaticm. 
They  found  the  outer  line  vacated  by  the  enemy,  the  majority 
of  whom  were  in  the  inner  fort  (it  seems  that  there  are  two 
parapets  behind  the  outer  one,  the  innermost  of  all  for  artillery, 
the  next  one  for  infantry).  A  larger  patrol  of  ooe  officer  and 
twenty  men  followed  the  reconaoitring  patrol ;  the  Russians  took 
this  patrol  to  be  the  prelude  to  an  assault,  so  hastily  sent  up 
reinforcements.  The  Japanese  guns  opened  fire  on  these,  the 
heavy  artillery  on  both  sides  joined  in,  also  the  machine  guns 
and  infantry. 

bid  and  Saps  and  miningat  the  various  forts  continued — also  against 

Ird  Hot.    the  Chinese  wall.     The  ditch  of  the  North  Fort  (D  3/4)  is  being 

traversed  and  a  trench   dug  at  sap-head  for  assembly  of  a 

Htorming  party. 

•  Vide  diary  of  13fch  NoTamber.— C.M.C. 
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Tmited  Hsiao  Ku  Shan  (E/F  5)  on  extreme  Japanese  left,  23rcL  N a^. 

and  wnB  able^  to  form  a  vety  good  idea  of  tbe  great  ditfieiilties  J 

Attending  the  uttack  on  tbis  position  on  the  8th  August  19U4  J 

(Drtaili^d  report  followB.)*  ^^B 

Hsiao  Ku  Shan  (E/F  5)  was  held  by  one  Eu&sian  battalion,  ^^M 

two  field  gupB,  and  one  machine  gun.     The  Japanese  attacking  ^^H 

force  consmt^]  of   three  battalions   (43rd  Rt-ginient)   i^troogly  ^^M 

supported  by  inountain  guns,  1^-cm.  (4* 7-inch)  field  howitsers,  ^^H 

and  3'6*inch  light  morttvrg  (tweniy-four  guns,  mortars,  &c.,  ita  ^^M 

aU)v     The  groiiad  for  1,500  yarda  to  the  rntst  and  north-east  of  ^^| 

the  position  m  absolutely  flat,  and  quite  devoid  of  all  cover.  ^H 

Tbere  wiw*  alno  a  stream  (forty  to  fifty  yards  in  width)  running  ^^H 

at  Ibe  foot  of  the  niounUin.      The  Russiitns  had  dammed  thi»  ^^| 

streatn  ao  as  to  make  a  deep  inundation,  which  proved  a  very  ^^H 

aerictut  obstacle,  and  cost  the  lives  of  several  men.  ^^H 

Nevertheless,  owiBg  to  the   concentrated  and  accurate  fire  ^^| 

of  the  artillerj%  which  bore  dow*n  all  opposition,  the  «Tapaneae  ^^^H 

tafantry  were  eventually  able  to  carry  the  position  with  a  loss  ^^M 

of  30  to  35  per  cent,  which  under  the  circumstances  cannot  be  ^^| 

rtgarded  an  excessive.  ^^M 

The  capture  of  Hsiao  Ku  8han  (E/F  5)  exemplifies  the  truth  ^^H 

of  Zietrns  aaying:  '*  Nothing  is  impossible;  only  some  things  ^^M 

are  more  difficult  than  others/'  ^^H 

An  oftJcer  of  the  Head -Quarters  Staff  called  in  the  afternoon  SSth  Ham 

and  announced  that  a  general  nttiick  would  be  made  to*morrow  ■ 

at  1  p.m.  on  Forts  Siing-shu  Bhan,  Erhdung  Bhan,  the  North  ^^B 

Fort,  Work  "  Q/'  and   East  Chi-knan  Shan  inclusive.      Work  ^^M 

*'  P "'  ha.H  l^eti  handed  over  froitj  the  dth  to  the  11th  Division,  ^^H 

The  26th  Be^^inient  of  the  7th  Division  is  being  pushed  up  ^^H 

to  til e  front— also  a  field  haspitaL  ^^| 

Wtnt  with    Colonel  A[mley   Smith  to  the    Field   Artillery  30tli  WM 

Observatory  (V  2).     Captain  Yate  and  Sir  A.  Banneinian   to  i 

position  in  vicinity  of  Tuan-sban-tsm  (E  3)-  I 

Vrom  noon  a  hetLVj  concBntrated  artillery  Are  commenced  ^^fl 

install  the  forts  selected  f<ir  attack,  particularly  Sung-shu  ^^M 

Shan^  Erh*lung  Slian,  and  tf^e  North   Forb,  also,  to  a  somewhat  ^^| 

Iws  extent,  on  Work  *  Q,"  Work    *  H  '*  (D  3  s.e.),  Wang-tai  ^M 

(D  4  K.B.),  and   the  Chinese  wall      At   12,50  p.m.  there  was  a  ^^| 

very  hirge  exploaion  in  the  ditch  of  the  North  Fort,     This  was  ^^| 

evidently  the  preconcerted  signal  for  attack,  as  aU  the  asvsaidting  ^^M 

columns  left  tfte  advanced  paiuUels  simultanemi5^ly.  ^^H 

At  Sung-ahu  Shan  and  Eih-lung  Shim  the  storming  jiartids  ^^| 

reached  tht*  works  under  heavy  jiun  and  rifle  t>re,  but  apparently  ^^H 

without   vpry    heavy  loss.     At   L30   p.m.   the   Japanese    from  ^^H 

Sun<:-ahu  Shan  were  seen  running  back  in  considerable  panic,  ^^M 

and  were  severely  punished   by  the   Russian  guns   whik  doing  ^^H 

so*      At  Erh-lung  Shan  ihe  storming  party  remained  in  the  ^^H 

work.     At  2  p.m.  the  Japanese  and  fiussian  artillery  fire  had  ^^M 
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almost  entirely  ceased,  bat  re-opened  at  4  p.m.9  when  a  laxge 
column  entered  Fort  Erh-lung  Shan.  The  Japanese  abo 
captured  portion  of  the  Chinese  wall  between '^  O "  and  West 
Pan-lung  Shao;  their  reserves  were  plainly  visible  cm  the 
slope  north  of  the  latter  fort. 

With  regard  to  events  in  the  more  eastern  section  of  the 
line,  Captain  Yate  reports  as  follows : — 

The  assault  on  the  North  Fort,  Work  "  Q,"  and  East  Chi- 
kuan  Shan  was  preceded  by  heavy  artillery  fire,  mainly  from 
the  28-cm.  howitzers.  On  a  large  mine  exploding  at  the  Nortii 
Fort  the  infantry  attacked  all  three  places  simultaDeously.  At 
tiie  North  Fort  the  total  attacking  force  was  probably  a 
battalion,  the  leading  assaulting  column  being  about  one  com- 
pany. The  enfilading  fire  from  South  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  was 
extremely  accurate,  and  caused  many  casualties.  The  Russian 
grenades  also  seemed  to  be  very  effective. 

At  Work  "  Q  "  the  Japanese  losses  were  heavy,  but  the  crest 
of  the  parapet  was  reached  and  some  men  climbed  over.  Grenade 
throwing  then  commenced,  and  the  bayonet  was  also  used  on 
those  who  entered  the  work ;  none  returned. 

At  the  North  Fort  a  few  men  reached  the  parapet,  but  the 
majority  of  the  assaulting  column  took  cover  in  the  crater 
formed  by  the  mine  explosion.  A  small  party  climbed  up  from 
the  western  side,  but  were  stopped  by  wire  entanglements,  and 
had  to  retire  with  some  loss. 

Forts  An-tzu  Shan  and  I-tzu  Shan  were  heavily  shelled 
to-day  by  the  naval  6-inch  and  4 '7-inch  guns. 

Heavy  gun  and  rifle  fire  was  heard  at  intervab  during  the 
night,  principally  in  the  direction  of  Sung-shu  Shan  (D  3  aw.). 

7th  Hov.  Visited  the  Naval  Observatory  (D  1)  in  the  afternoon  and 

met  an  officer  who  appeared  somewhat  depressed  about  yester- 
day's attack.  He  informed  me  that  an  attack  was  made  during 
the  night  on  the  auxiliary  work  (D  4)  of  Sung-ehu  Shan,  and 
was  repulsed  with  considerable  slaughter.  He  also  stated  that 
203-Metre  Hill  (A/B  4)  would  be  attocked  to-night  or  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  26th  Regiment  of  the  7th  Division  passed  our  village 
to-day  about  5  p.m.  on  its  way  to  reinforce  the  right  flank 
previous  to  the  attack  on  203-Metre  Hill  (A/B  4).  The  men 
looked,  I  thought,  depressed  and  fagged,  and  not  in  good 
fighting  fettle,  but  the  fact  of  their  having  been  kept  standing 
about  most  of  the  day  in  a  piercing  north  wind  may  possibly 
account  for  this. 

A  tolerable  amount  of  firing  went  on  duriog  the  night 

18th  Vov.  Fighting  began  in  the  direction  of  203-Metre  Hill  (A/B  4)  at 

8.30  a.m.  All  along  the  eastern  section  everything  is  perfectly 
quiet. 

The  Japanese  dead  lie  very  thick  just  outside  the  auxiliaiy 
fort  of  Sung-shu  Shan — at  least  400  of  them. 
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Tlie  Japani^se  evidently  intend  now  to  make  a  determined 
aktompt  to  capture  SOfi-Metre  Hill  (A/B  4),  Imviog  failed  in 
tbeir  attacka  on  the  works  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  Russian 


203-Metre  Hill  (A/B  4)  is  a  point  of  gre^t  importance  for 
the  Japaneee,  as  it  entirely  eomrimnds  the  eaat  and  west 
luirboar!i,  aud  also  the  KuaHiftn  shell  factory  and  the  new  town. 
From  this  sjiot  tlie  tire  of  the  6 -inch  naval  guns  and  28-em* 
howilf^rs  can  l>e  accurately  directed  against  the  Russian 
battlesht[)S  and  cruisers. 

A  rough  eye  sketch  of  the  operations  at  203-Metre  Hill  is 
giv«ii  below :  ~ 

RmMf^Sye  ifitelcA  ofOperaiians  at  203'Metre  MilL  2Hth  Navmi- 
ber  to  5ih  December  1904  (from  hUl  174^1500  yards  to 

AkiiftikArjamm.    Tiger'a  Tail  Height  203.  H^tgbt  210. 


A^  Sandbftff  brtaetwork  to  corer  haad  of  apprtuLch  miide  duririg  night 

of  rVHh  NoToniUer  to  1st  Deceniher  1904. 
B*  Apppoftches  miuie  .10th  Korembor  to  Ijst  Deoembar* 
0*  jApancAa  landbftg  enoUvijuro^ 
D.  Emsiin  trenohea. 
£.  Jftpftneito   ftdvftaaed    parallel  (from  which    attftnk  wba    made  on 

5t-h  T3wembcr  U>04)< 
F,  Japan  see  trench«8. 
G<  aufl  H.  Hai»«ia^  trencbei. 
K.  Qtiiu-rv. 
L,  First  Jftpaii<3id  parallel 

20a-M©tre  Hill  wm  att^icked  at  8,^0  a.m.  as  follows: — 
Two  btittalions  attnekefl  tfie  left  of  the  enemy  h  posiiiona  at 
Height  210;  one  battalton  attacked  Height  203  from  L  At 
ih^  same  time  the  knoll  knnwn  ftj^  Akasakii-yama  (ri<fo  sketch) 
waa  fiercely  ssaailed  hy  three  companiefi  of  the  38th  Reaenre 
R^ment.    At  10.30  a,m<  the  Japanese  troops  were  holding  on 


•  174-Meire  Hill  (A  3) 
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to  ihe  top  trenches  (HH) ;  the  lower  treoehes  (Fl,  F8)  were 
alfio  full  of  their  reBerve&  The  txoops  attaeking  Height  210 
suffered  considerably  from  artillery  fire. 

About  11.30  a.m.  the  majority  of  the  troops  close  to  Heig^ 
203  and  210  broke  and  fled  down  to  the  valley  in  a  oompaet 
mass,  pursued  by  shrapnel. 

They  rallied,  however,  at  the  lower  trenchee,  and  retained 
to  their  former  positions. 

At  Akasaka-yama  the  attack  made  by  the  Japanese  was 
entirely  unsuccessful,  and  their  losses  very'  heavy.  They 
succeeded  in  constructing  a  sandbag  entrendunent  within  fifty 
yards  or  so  of  the  Russian  trenches. 

At  7  p.m.  the  Russians  made  a  vigorous  counter-attack,  and 
drove  all  the  Japanese  down  from  Heights  203  and  210  to  the 
lower  trenches  at  Fl. 

lOth  Vov.  During  the  night  of  the  29th/30th  November  the  Japanese 

again  occupied  Heights  .  203  and  210  and  also  the  Raseian 
trenches  at  Akasaka-yama,  but  were  unable  to  hold  them :  the 
fighting  is  reported  to  have  been  hand-to-hand  and  the  losses  on 
both  sides  severe. 

lOth  STov.  Proceeded  to  Hill  174  (A  3).    At  noon  some  fifty  Boanans 

attempted  to  evict  the  Japanese  from  their  sandbag  enclosure 
at  Akasaka-yama  (A/B  4).  Fierce  hand-to-hand  fighting  took 
place,  and  the  Russians  were  driven  back  with  the  loss  of  at 
least  three-fourths  of  their  number.  At  1.30  p.m.  Japanese 
infantry  began  to  assemble  in  the  lower  trenches  (FF)  and 
by  2.15  p.m.  three  battalions  had  collected,  of  which  one 
battalion  w€U3  in  reserve  slightly  to  the  rear. 

At  2.30  p.m.  the  attack  was  commenced  by  two  battalions 
from  Fl  towards  F2  and  A. 

After  considerable  delay  at  the  line  of  wire  entanglements 
(through  which  passages  had  apparently  not  been  eut)^  the  iwo 
battalions  eventually  formed  up  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and 
under  cover,  in  four  lines  of  half  battalions,  the  distance 
between  the  lines  being  about  six  paces.  The  oompaaies  in 
each  line  were  in  close  order  in  two  ranks. 

I'his  unwieldy  mass  advanced  for  fifty  yards  or  so,  when  it 
was  smitten  on  the  left  flank  by  rifle  fire  from  the  trenches  at 
H.  The  whole  column  halted,  turned  to  its  loft,  and  b^fan  a 
furious  fusillade  at  the  face  of  the  hilL 

After  five  minutes  or  so  of  this  a  further  advanoe  was 
made  as  far  as  the  line  AH,  whence  the  leading  half  battalion 
pushed  on  up  the  slope  towards  Height  210.  In  ten  minutes  it 
was  driven  back,  and  carried  with  it  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
remainder  of  the  column,  which  went  headlong  dowp  the  hill 
until  stopped  by  the  reserve  battalion  in  the  trench  at  Fl« 

In  a  few  minutes  the  men  rallied  and  re-ascended  the  hill, 
lying  down  in  a  dense  crowd  in  the  angle  between  A  and  the 
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wire  entftnglemeiit  below  H  trench.  This  latter  had  evidently 
beeti  parfially  evacuated  by  the  Kos^sians. 

At  4  \i.m  n  half-hearted  demoQstration  was  miide  against 
Height  20B  froni  h;  tbia  made  no  progress  whatever.  Such 
WHS  tb^  aituation  at  nightfall, 

The  Aitaek  uti  this  occasion  wae  delivered  by  troops  belong- 
ing to  Itie  7tb  Division,  which  had  qaite  recently  joined  the 

Thit  KusHuui  guns  took  no  j^reat  part  in  this  Hgbt  owing  to 
oonliguration  of  the  ground ;  the  ritle  fire  was  very  heavy. 


Bklie 


^ 
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During  the  night  of  the  30th  November/lBt  December  the  l«t  Dec* 
Jaimiieiie  again  occitpied  the  Russian  treiieht'8  at  Akasiika-yamft, 
bol  for  t  lie  i*e€onii  time  were  turned  otit» 

An   approach   was   made   np   to    the  aoulh-west   eomor  of 

20S-Mctre  HiU  (A  in  sketch),  and  the  head  of  it  covered  by  a 

flittiiig   breastwork   of   sandbags.     Two   approaches   have   also 

been  made   up  the  left  side   of   the  hill    towards  Eeiglit  203 

km)  B  in  sketch ),     l^lie  Rosaians  have  evidently  evacuated 

H. 

Situation  at  203^Metr6  HQl  the  same  in  every  reepeet  as  3tid  Hee, 
yetflerday, 

LieuU-Qejseral  Sir  W.  G  Nicholson  arrived  from  Dalny  to  3rd  Deo* 
p*y  a  vtifit  on  bin  way  up  to  the  norths 

It   tuMi    been   decided   to  attack   the   Russian   position    at  4tJi  Dee. 
203*Uetre  HiU  to-morrow,  and  to  carry  it  at  all  costs. 

To  Hill  174  (A  3).     At  11  a.in.  the  situation  was  as  follows :  6th  Dee. 
The  Japai^ese  were  in  possession  of  Height  210  {ms  sketch)* 
but  bad  Iwtsn  tlriven  ufi' Height  203*     The  position  of  '*  H  "  treneli 

immedjately  below  Height  203  waa  held  by  a  small  party  of  fl 

Russians.  H 

The  Japanese  guns  were  playing  on  Height  203  and  on  the  ^M 

ground  between  203  and  210.  H 

Ai  Akaeaka-ynuia  there  was  no  change  in  the  situation.  H 

An  excellent  advanced  parallel  (E)  had  been  constructed  to  H 

emable  troops  to  a^&iemble  for  the  attack.  H 

By  1.30  ji.m*  tlua  parallel  and  the  approaeh  to  it  were  quite  ^M 

full  of  infantry  with  fixed  bayoneta     At  lAB  p.m,  one  company  H 

trickled  out  by  twos  and  threes »  re-formed  under  cover  at  the  H 

foot  of  the  hilly  and  lay  ih^wn  at  "  Q ''  trench,  just  to  the  right  H 

of  '*  K/'     lu  a  few  minuter  this  company  advanced  in  extendeil  H 

order  aad   w«»rked  its   way  up  to  Height  203,  seemingly  with  ^M 

little  or  tK>  loE^s — the  Russians  in  "  H  "  trench  had  withdrawn.  H 

Beinforcements  in  tht^  parallel  at  '*  £ ''  were  now  trickled  up.  H 

oompany  by  company.     Each  re-formtxl  under  cover  and  then  H 

advance  to  the  summit.     By   2.30  p.ni,  the  whole  crest   Una  H 

fiom  Height  203  to  210  was  occupied  by  two  battalions ;  the  H 
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men  could  be  seen  throwing  stones  and  grenadeB  at  the  Rnarian 
on  the  other  side  of  the  hiU. 

During  this  time  the  reverse  slopes  of  the  hill  were  eon- 
tinuously  swept  by  the  fire  of  thirty-six  Japanese  field  gam, 
eighteen  of  which  fired  shrapnel  at  3,300  yanis  range  and  tbe 
remainder  fired  high-explosive  common  shell  at  6,000  yarda 

Owing  to  the  very  effective  fire  of  these  guns»  the  Bossiaiis 
were  unable  to  send  up  reinforcements,  though  they  twiee 
attempted  to  do  so.  By  4.30  p.m.  firing  had  practically  ceased, 
and  the  whole  position  was  in  Japanese  possession. 

The  estimated  losses  during  the  day  are : — 

Japanese  -  .  700  killed  and  wounded. 

Russians  -        -     1,000  to  1,100  killed  and  wounded 
(chiefly  from  artillery  fireX 

This  attack  was  a  marked  contrast  to  that  of  the  30th 
November. 

6th  to  12th        Having  captured    203-Metre    Hill,    the  Japanese   loet  no 
^^^^^*  time   in  establishing  thereon   several   observation  stations  in 

telephonic  communication  with  the  various  naval  and  siege 
batteries.  From  the  summit  of  203-Metre  Hill  the  whole  of 
the  harbour,  docks,  arsenals,  and  the  old  and  new  towns  are 
clearly  visible,  and  the  fire  of  the  heavy  guns  can  be  accurately 
directed.  The  result  of  having  obtained  this  important  position 
has  been  the  destruction  of  the  entire  Russian  naval  squadron  in 
Port  Arthur,  with  the  exception  of  the  battleships  "  Sevastopol," 
the  gunboat  '^  Otvajni/'  and  some  six  destroyers,  which  nave 
taken  refuge  outside  the  harbour  at  the  foot  of  Man-tou  Shan — 
a  high  hill  on  the  Tiger's  Tail  Peninsula. 

The  following  are  the  warships  that  are  known  to  have  been 
placed  hora  de  coTnJbat : — 

"  Pobieda,"  "  Retvizan,"  "  Poltava,"  and  *' Peresvief 
Cruisers  "  Pallada  "  and  «  Bayan." 

The  Japanese  are  now  considerably  strengthening  their 
artillery  force  on  the  extreme  right.  On  the  10th  December 
two  4*  7-inch  naval  guns  were  placed  on  the  col  between 
203-Metre  Hill  and  Akasaka-yama,  and  on  the  following  day 
three  naval  12-prs.  on  the  crest  of  Akasaka-yama  itself.  Two 
naval  6-inch  guns  will  also  be  shortly  moved  up  to  the  vicinity  of 
Namako-yama  (B  3),  and  four  6-inch  howitzers  near  203-Metre 
Hill. 

The  Russians  are  now  actively  engaged  in  conatmeting 
defences  in  the  valley  between  An-tzu  S^m  (C  4)  and  I-tsu 
Shan  (B/C  4) ;  they  evacuated  Akasaka-yama  and  Horse  Shoe 
EnoU  (B  3)  on  the  5  th  December. 

The  Japanese  mining  operations  at  Sung-shu  Shan,  Erh-lnng 
Shan,  and  North  Fort  (D  3/4)  continue  to  make  good  progress ; 
the  mines  at  North  Fort  (D  3/4)  will  be  ready  in  the  coarse  of  a 
few  days. 
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I      On  U»e  lltii  Deeember  I  had  au  mtaresting  coBVer&atioix  H 

brHh   a   h^S   oftiear ;   ha   ^tnted    tltat   tbe   actual    garrisoQ   of  H 

^3*M€ire  Hill  &t  the  time  of  the  attack  on  the  5th  December  H 

wms  at  numt  4(^0  oien.     The  Russian  a  twice  tried  to  ^end  up  H 

r0tiifoiroaiiecita<— estitnaled  at  J, 500  ui  alt— but  were  unable  to  H 

do  no  owing  to  the  ae^^ere  ]oN»e8  cauned  by  tbe  Japane^  artillery  ^t 

&m  (tidi  IMary,  5th  Deceinl>er  1904).  H 

Hie  Iltissmua  left  400  dead  on  203- Metre  Hill  aud  in  the  H 

iMigtrbi»urIi()od,  and  their   total  casualties  at  this  spot  on  the  ^M 

iili  Deeember  may  be  safely  [nit  down  at  fiom  1,100  to  1|200  H 

Jailed  mod  wounded*  H 

The   officer   further   stated    tliat   operations   would  shortly  H 

aenoo  m  the  re^on  south  of  203- Metre  Hill,  with  the  view  ^M 

PfQlting  off     the    enemy's   communications    between    Port  H 

\tir  ami  the  hi^h  promontory  of  Lao-tieh  Shan,*     He  was  H 

.eonfidetit  that  General  Btessel  would  resis^t  to  the  last.  H 

One  6-ineh  howitsser  has  been  placed  in  Work  P  (D  3  s.e.)  H 

►  breach  the  gorge  of  North  Fort  (D  3/4),  about  350  yards  V 

■ 

The  Kusftians  have  iiia^le  no  attempt  to  recapture  203 -Metre  fl 

Hill,  wfaieh  is  sigtiiiieant.  " 

Viadleil  203-Metre  Hill,  which  is   now  held  by  troops  of  the  lethBee* 
rth  Diviaion.     The  former  Ru^an  trenehes  were  so  damaged 
by  ibe  fire  of  the  28-cm,  howitzers  as  to  be  almost  unreeognizable  ; 
^Ibe  Japanese  have  now  conKtrueted  sandbag  defeaces,  which, 

however,  afford  no  cover  worth  mentioning.     The  whole  position  fl 

,wm  remarkably  clean,  aud  all  the;  corj^^ts^  had  been  buried^  ■ 

An  excellent  view  was  obtained  of  the  hiLrbour,  towtv  and  H 

'  ahipping.     All  tbe  men-of-war  have  a  most  battered  and  helpless  H 

wpemnce,  and  the  majority  t>[  thetu  have  evidently  sunk  in  H 

antuilov  water«  and    have  their  keels  resting  on    the    harbour  I 

bottom.     The  new  town  does  not  appear  to  have  suffered  much  H 

from  tbe  bombardment  H 

I  had  an  ititer\Hew  with  a  staff  officer  of  the  7th  Division.  H 

who  confirmed  the  e^^timate  of  the  Bussian  losses  in  the  Diary  ■ 

for  the  5tb  December,  and  also  volunteered  tiie  statement  that  ■ 

the  total   Russian  casualties  from  the  S6th  November  to  the  fl 

6th  December  were  between  5,000  and  6,000  ;  he  stated  that  he  ■ 

had  excellent  authority  for  his  ti|^urea  B 

llie  •*  Sevastopol ''  was  attacked  last  night  by  torjiedo  boats  fl 

and  aeverely  dajnaged.                                       .  H 

Yifliteti  a  new  Held  ai  tiUery  observatory  on  a  hill  about  Ifth  Beo* 
1,500  yards  south-cast  of  Yu  Ta  Shan  (B/C  2>— iii  company 
with  aji  fillieer  of  the  corps  artillery.  He  btatcd  that  the  Ru^ian 
lovee  from  26th  Novemlier  to  6th  Dec©ml>er  had  been  "  verified  *' 
m  6J0OO,  also  that  the  Japanese  losaes  during  the  same  pcriixl 
exceeded  20,000,  The  head  of  the  Intelligence  Dei>artment  nt 
^Third  Anny  Head-Qaartera,  puts  tbe  iiumben  at  '*  over  10,00**;^ 

#  Forlmo-H^h  Shan,  §m  iomth*weit  confer  otU*.v^- 
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From  the  hospital  returns,  and  from  what  I  have  heem  told 
by  other  officers,  I  calculate  that  15,000  will  be  nearer  the 
correct  figures  than  either  20,000  or  10,000. 

One  officer  stated  that  he  did  not  think  that  the  Roasiaitt 
could  have  more  than  6,000  men  now  fit  for  duty,  and  that  many 
of  the  guns  in  the  various  forts  cannot  be  used  owing  to  the 
lack  of  trained  gunners. 

The  Russians  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  on  the  16th  instant, 
bearing  a  letter  from  General  Stessel  in  which  he  complained 
that  the  Japanese  were  firing  on  Red  Cross  buildings ;  this  was 
emphatically  denied  by  General  Nogi.  General  Stessel,  in  a 
second  letter,  asked  to  have  certain  areas  excluded  from  bom- 
bardment. General  Nogi  replied  that  this  was  impossible^  bat 
desired  the  Russian  commander  to  send  a  map  with  the  positions 
of  hospitals  marked  on  it. 

On  the  night  of  the  16th~17th  December  the  Japanese 
occupied — with  little  or  no  resistance — a  low  ridge  (called  "  Hill 
1,000  Metres  "  east  of  Liu-chia-tun  on  map)  south  of  203-Metxe 
Hill.  They  have  now  commenced  two  saps  against  I-tzu  Shan 
(B/C  4). 

A  Russian  torpedo  boat  was  sunk  in  the  harbour  to-day  by 
a  4*  7-inch  shelL 

The  mines  at  the  North  Fort  (D  3/4)  will  be  exploded 
to-morrow,  and  the  work  carried  by  assault  if  practicable. 

18th  2>ec.  I  went  to  the  Naval  Observatory  (D  1)  to  witness  the  attack 

on  the  North  Fort.  At  2.30  p.m.  the  mines  were  exploded,  and 
*  a  few  minutes  afterwards  the  infantry  (about  one  battalicm) 

attacked,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  foothold  on  the  parapet, 
but  was  unable  to  advance  further,  owing  to  the  fire  of  two 
Russian  machine  guns.  Both  sides  made  copious  use  of  hand- 
grenades.  The  shrapnel  fire  of  the  Japanese  on  the  gorge  of  the 
work  and  the  ground  immediately  in  rear  was  heavy  and 
accurate ;  their  heavy  guns  engaged  Forts  East  Chi-kuan  Shan, 
"  Q ''  (D  4  N.E.),  "  H  "  (D  3  south),  and  Wang-taL  The  Russian 
shrapnel  was  moderate  only — ^both  as  regards  quality  and 
quantity — Vfbile  their  heavy  guns  were  conspicuous  by  their 
silence. 

Repeated  efforts  were  made  to  induce  the  Japanese  infantiy 
in  the  front  line  to  charge  the  Russian  machine  guns  and  dear 
the  redoubt  with  the  bayonet,  but  without  avail.  Eventually, 
at  7  p.m.,  the  general  commanding  the  division  personally 
brought  up  half  a  battalion  and  flung  them  into  the  work.  It 
succeeded  in  capturing  the  machine  guns,  and  by  11  p.nL  the 
whole  fort  was  in  Japanese  hands. 

This  is  the  only  occasion  during  this  siege — that  I  know  of 
— that  the  commander  of  a  division  has  personally  assumed 
command  of  an  assaulting  column.  The  Japanese  losses  in 
this  affiEur  were  only  400 ;  those  of  the  Russians  were  250,  out 
of  a  ganison  of  300.  The  Russians  left  in  Uie  fort  five  8-7-cm. 
(3 •4-inch)  Q.F.  guns,  two  3 •  7-cm.  (1* 5-inch)  Hotchkiss  guns, 
and  six  machine  guns,  also  largb  (]^\uxitiVas&  ol  aaMRWi^aCTEu 
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ling  of  any  grant  iraport&noe  oeeurred  dunti^tht^  period.  19tk  to 
FiMir  28-^111.  bowitzers  have  been  moved  from  the  left  flank  up  25t^  ^bc, 
to  Ibe  neigh  bourhootl  of  Namako-y ama  ( B  8 ).     The  **  Sevastopol " 
has  ^^n  beeti  torpciltiefj,  anVl  is  now  quite  untit  for  aoy  active 
cpemiionii. 

A  iitaff  o6Soer  mformed  Coloxiel  Apeley  Smith  on  the  24th 
tiuittnt  ilittt  FortB  Sung-shu  Shan  and  Erh-lung  Shan  would 
probably  bo  blowu  up  and  assaiiltcHl  a^H>ut  the  28th  or  29 th  of 
tikis  motiih,  an*!  that  in  the  beginning  <if  Jimuary  an  attempt 
would  bt  rnafle  to  push  tbe  enemy  m  the  centre ;  meGmwhile  the 
0|]firm|{oDs  on  the  Japanese  right  are  merely  in  the  nature  of  a 
wnonBtmtion  to  deceive  the  Buasiaiis.  Thim  hardly  accounta 
for  the  rt*06ot  increafle  in  eiege  artillery  on  the  right 

On  the  23rd  December  a  height  1,200  yanla  south-east  of 
SOS^Mitrt  Hill  wm  occupied  by  troops  of  the  7th  Division  and 
im  now  enti^nehetl 

0>loncl  Apsley  Smith  left  for  Tokio*  aeth  ©ec, 

A  very  large  ftre  commenced  in   Port  Arthur  to-day  about 

t  p^nt.,  and  continued  till  nightfall;  it  appeared  to  be  near  the 

doekyanL 

TTte  6-inch  howitzer  in  position  at  Work  "  P ''  made  a  twenty- 

yiird  bi^each  in  the  Ohinege  waU  in  front  of  Wang-tai* 

It  ii  a  iiigniHcant  fact  that  the  Hn^Biana  have  not  only  made  37tli  BaOi 
no  attAck  on  the  North  Fort  (D  3/4)  since  ita  capture  on  the 
ISth  instant,  but  have  refrained  from  shelling  it  from  Fort^  East 
Cbi^koan  ShaUp  *'  H  "  and  Wang-tai.  This  would  appear  to 
ocvDfinn  the  Rtateinent  miide  Vjy  the  officer  of  the  corps  artillery 
reganling  the  lack  of  trained  guaneni  with  the  Russians  (uicte 
diaiy  for  17th  December  1904). 

Orders  have  l)een  issued  for  the  attack  on  Fort  Erh-lung 
Shan  (I)  3)  to-morrow. 

The  rnine^  at  Fort   Erh-lung  Shan  {T>  3)  were  exploded  at  aeth  Dec. 

10  a.m*,  and    the  infantrj^  assaulted   immediately  afterwanls.  j 

The  Japan^e  ticld  and  mountain  nrtillery  were  pushed  right  | 

forwnrd  and  wgre  very  active.     Oue  battery  of  the  latter  was  ^H 

cm  tticf  wtsetern  »lof>e   of    West  Pan-lung  Shan — evideotly  io  ^H 

order  to  fire  ]x»iiit  bhunk  at  th«  Russian  loopholes  at  Erh-lung  ^H 

Shan  (D  31     The  Japaneie  had  no  6  inch  naval  guns  in  action,  ^H 

and  very  few  2S-cm.  howitzera     Fire  from  other  guns  waa  wall  ^H 

dijilributtd   against   An-tzu  Shan   (C  4),  I  txu  Shan  (B  C  4),  ^M 

Sung-shu  Shan  (1)  8  sw),    '  11  *   (D  3  south)  and   Wang-t4i  ^M 

(D  4  north)»  and  an  old  Chitiese  fort  south-ea^t  of  I^i^n  SkaOj  ^H 

which  oontainii  a  few  Buiaian  Q.F.  guns*  ^H 

Tlie  infantry  eventually  succet*ded  in   carrying  the  work  ^H 

about   6  p.m     Tlie  tire  from  th^  inner  Hue  of  deftiiGO  waa  so  ^H 

wvere  that  the  Ja[>aue«e  had  to  bring  up  two  mountain  guna  to  ^H 

fiiB  point-blank  from  the  outer  parapet.  ^H 

Thi^  Japm«6  loaaee  at  the  cnptnre  of  Fort  Erh-lung  Shan  ^M 

watt  960,  the  Bnwiii  loiees  about  300.  ^M 
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19th  Dec  Two  new  50-calibre  6-inch  navcJ  guns  have  been  placed  in 

the  valley  between  174-Meire  Hill  (A  3)  and  a  ridge  about 
1,000  yards  north-west  of  203-Metre  Hill  (A/B  4). 

iOthDec.  An  officer  of  the  corps  artillery,  informed  me  to-day  that 

the  estimated  Russian  losses  from  the  18th  instant  (when  the 
North  Fort  was  captured)  to  the  present  date  are  1,000, 
He  went  on  to  say  that  Fort  Sung-shu  Shan  would  be  attacked 
to-morrow,  and  that  the  nei^t  objectives  would  be  "  D,"  East 
Chi-kuan  Shan,  "  H  "  and  Wang-tai. 

The  saps  in  front  of  I-tzu  Shan  (B/C  4)  are  progressing. 

list  Dec.  Witnessed  attack  on  Fort  Sung-shu  Shan.     At  10  a.nL  all 

three  mines  were  exploded,  and  the  infantry  at  once  attacked. 
Three  or  four  minutes  afterwards  a  second  terrific  explosion 
took  place  well  in  the  interior  of  the  fort,  after  which  the 
Japanese  infantry  entered  the  work  apparently  unopposed. 
Shortly  afterwards  a  large  white  flag  was  hoisted  near  the 
gorge.  J  have  since  been  informed  that  what  actually  occurred 
was  as  follows : — 

Rough  Plan  of  Fort  Sung-shu  Shan. 


XXX.  Japanese  mines  in  parapet. 

A.  Ditch  of  work. 

B.  Sabterranean  passage  leading  through  work. 
C.G.  RoBsiaa  magazines. 

D.D.  BuBsian  bombproof  casemates. 

E.  Gorge  of  work. 

P.F.  Boate  of  Japanese  infantry. 

The  explosion  of  the  three  mines  in  the  parapet  caused  the 
Russian  magazines  to  blow  up,  and  blocked  the  subterranean 
passage.  In  the  meantime  parties  of  Japanese  infantry  had 
made  their  way  round  to  the  gorge  of  the  work,  thus  cutting 
off  the  retreat  of  the  garrison,  which  was  consequently  forced 
to  surrender.  It  numl^red  3  officers  and  156  rank  and  file. 
From  200  to  250  more  were  entombed  in  the  debris  of  the  two 
explosions. 

The  Japanese  losses  only  amounted  to  120  killed  and 
wounded. 

Heavy  firing  was  heard  during  the  night 

at  Jan.  New  Tear's  day  dawned  in  a  propitious  manner  for  the 

Mfi*  Japanese  arms.    Early  in  the  morning  the  general  commanding 

the  6th  Brigade  of  the  9th  Division  pii^ed  forward  and  oocupiea 
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Wang-tai  (U  4  north),  and  also  a  small  infantry  work  south  of        ^H 

and  lietween  East  and  West  PaTi-Umg  Shan.    He  then  advanced  ^^M 

a   portion   of  the  35Ui  Bej^iiuent  of  his  brigadt^  to  attack  Work  ^^M 

M  ij  **     This   work    was    abo   attacked    from    the  east  by   two  ^H 

cxjmpanies  from  a  regiment  of  the  IHli  Division.  ^^M 

During  the  forenoon   the  attack   made  steady  progresit,  and  ^^M 

at  li  p.m.  thd  battery  wa%  captured.    Directly  afturthe  Japanese  ^^| 

had  entered  the  work  a  very  large  mine  exploded — evidently  ^^M 

fired   by  the    Russians  when  evacu^itingi     Battery   "Q''   and  ^^M 

another  stnaller   one  south-east   of  Fori   £rh-limg   8ban    are  ^H 

likewise  in  Japanese  hands.  ^^| 

Tlie  artillery  tire  of  the  Ru^ians,  and,  in  fact,  thtnr  defence  ^H 

gmierall}^  was  exceedingly  weak,  and  it  appeal's  as  if  the  end  ^^M 

|%eire  near.  ^^M 

The  chief  Japan  cue  artillery  fire  came  from  twelve  4"7'inph  ^^| 

hitmm  mege  guns  in  emplacements  north  of  Fort  Kuropatkin  ^H 

There   was   a   tremendous   exploeion    in    the  Russian  lineB  ^H 

duiing  the  night*  ^H 

Tlie  explosion  during  the  night  was  caused  by  the  Russiaais  Snd  JaJ 

Lblowing  up  Fort  l^ilaat  Chi-kuan  Shan.     This  waa  occupied  by  I 

Ltbe  Japanese  ti'oops  at  7  aju.  _^J 

An  officer  of  the  Head-Quarters  Staff  wrote  this  morning  to  ^H 

inform  u^  that  General  Stossel  had  sent  in  a  Hag  of  truce,  with  ^H 

a   letter,   pi-oposing   a   conference   to-day.   to  discuss  terms  of  ^H 

surrender,  and  that  the  meeting  would  take  place  this  afternoon  ^^M 

in  Shui-^hih-ying.  ^H 

Four  torpedo  boat^  and  one    small  triinsport  succeeded  in  ^^M 

leaviag  the  harbour  during  the  uiglit^  and  evading  the  blockad-  ^^M 

log  equadron*     They  have  proceeded  to  Cbih*fu,  and  have  on  ^H 

board  four  Russian,  French,  antl  German  war  correspondents.  ^^M 

The  capitulation  of  Port  Aithur  was  signed  toniay.  ^^ 

■       Visited  Forta  Erhdang  Shan  and  Sung-shu   Shan.      Botli  3rd  Ja^ 

■kave  been  so  much  dama^'ed  by  mine  exptmions  and  artilleiy  J 

Sre  ae  to  be  unrecognisable.      In  Erh-lung  8han   there  were  ^^M 

heaps  of  mangled  bomes  and  human  limbs,  and  there  are  still  ^^M 

eome  200  Russian  dead  Imried  under  the  dSriB*     T  talked  with  ^H 

eeveral  Ruseian  soldiers.     Tiiey  had  a  well-fed  appearance,  and  ^^M 

were  fraternizing  freely  with  tlie  Japanese*  ^^M 

Visited  the  North  Fort,  Forts  '^D  "  and  East  and  South^Es^t  *tli  Jan. 

Cbj-kuan  8han,     The  North  Fort  is  a  permanent  work  with  a  J 

deep  ditch,  flanked   by  concrete  counterscarp  galleries.     It  wea,  ^J 

however,  only  intended  for  defence  by  infantry^  the  only  guna  ^H 

in  it  being  a  few  Hotdikiga  and  fie  hi  pieces.  ^^M 

An  oMoer  of  the  Head-Qaarters  StalT  was  sent  to-day  to  ^H 

Port  Arthur  to  communicate  to  Qeneral  Bteseel  the   message  ^H 

from  the  Emperor  c^f  Japan,  that  the  garrison  would  be  treat^  ^H 

with  the  greatest  consideration,  and  to  infortn  htm  that  Qeneral  ^H 
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Nogi  proposed  a  meeting  on  the  following  day.  General  StesMl 
expressed  himself  very  happy  to  meet  General  Nogi,  and  the 
following  conversation  then  took  place : — 

General  Stessel  inquired  as  to  Eiiropatkin's  whereaboots, 
and  when  informed  that  he  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Mukden 
declined  to  believe  it.  The  officer  thereupon  produced  the  map, 
and  showed  biin  tlie  positions  of  the  two  armies  near  the  Sha  Ha 
Stessel  then  said  that  he  last  heard  from  Europatkin  on  the 
6th  October,  stating  that  he  was  advancing  to  his  reliel  His 
Chinese  spies,  iporeover,  had  reported  that  Kuropatkin  was  at 
Chin-cliou,  20  miles  north  of  Dalny.  General  Stessel  inquired 
where  the  Baltic  Fleet  was,  and  on  being  informed,  remaiked 
that  its  coming  was  now  uselesa 

All  Russian  horses  and  arms  were  handed  over  to-day  to  the 
Japanese ;  the  prisoners  will  begin  to  arrive  to-morrow.  The 
officers  will  be  allowed  to  retain  their  swords,  and  those  who 
wish  to  do  so  will  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  Russia  on  parole ; 
everyone  else  will  be  sent  to  Japan. 

h  Jan.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hume  and  two  Swiss  militsEkry  attaches 

arrived  to-day  from  the  First  and  Second  Armies  en  rouie  for 
Dakiy. 

Large  numbers  of  Russian  prisoners— officers  and  men— 
marched  by  to-day  on  their  way  to  the  railhead.  They  all 
looked  extremely  healthy. 

h  to  11th  Re- visited  Forts  Sung-shu  Shan  and  Erh^ong  Shan,  also 
^  "  H,"  Wang-tai,  and  a  battery  of  four  10-inch  howitzer?  jost 

below  Wang-tai.  The  howitzers  are  in  a  very  exposed  position 
almost  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  had  consequently  sufiered 
severely.  Two  of  them  were  quite  destroyed,  and  a  third  had 
its  carriage  damaged.  One  gun  had  evidently  been  hit  jost 
as  it  was  being  loaded,  and  practically  the  whole  of  the  gun 
detachment  were  killed. 

A  foreign  military  attach^  gave  me  the  following  information 
that  he  obtained  to-day  from  a  Russian  officer. 

After  the  battle  of  ]Nan  Shan  the  Russian  forces  in  the 
Euan-tun^  Peninsula  numbered  35,000  (exclusive  of  the  Navy 
— about  10,000  men).  There  are  now  in  Port  Arthur  hospitals 
15,000  sick  and  wounded  ;  about  10,000  men  have  surrendered. 
The  Russian  losses  during  the  siege  were  about  16,000  killed 
and  wounded. 

Fifty  per  cent,  of  the  officers  of  the  garrison  have  been 
actually  killed  —  including  two  generals;  only  twenty-eight 
officers  p€issed  through  the  siege  unhurt 

Food  had  latterly  run  short,  also  anmiunition — especially  for 
the  heavy  guns.  Nevertheless,  it  would  have  been  possible  to 
have  resisted  for  some  time  longer  had  it  not  been  for  the 
fire  of  the  Japanese  28-cm.  (11-inch)  howitzers,  which  wrecked 
all  the  ^ovision  depdts  and  workshops,  and  blew  up  some 
ammunition  '^w^^^^^ 
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A  oordial  meeting  took    place  on  the  5th  instant  Iteiween 
fOenerals    Stesaol    and    Nogi.     The    two  generals   with   their 
^  FOfieetive    staffs    Itiiiched    together    and   parted   on   ejccellent 
temk 

The  following  information  regarding  the  garrison  of  Port  12tli; 
Arthur  was  officially  ^ven  out  to-day  by  the  Head-Qtiarteni 
SUA" of  the  Third  Army:— 

Tlio  foUowing  are  the  correct  numbers  of  Russian  officers 
and  men  who  have  sunendered  Thes^  hgiires  do  not  include 
mboat  18,000  ^ick  and  woundoil  in  the  hospitals  at  Port 
Arthur :— * 

(a)  Ooing  to  Japan  as  prisoners — 

Officers         -  -  -  -        878 

Rank  and  file  -  -  -        -    23.491 

Total       -  -    24,869 


Among  the  above  are  the  following  generals  and  admirals: 
Lieut. -General  Smimov  (Chief  of  the  Fortifications). 
lieut.-QenGral  Fock  (commanding  4th  Division)* 
H^or-General  Nikitin, 
Byeli, 
„  Qorbatovaki. 

„  nimann. 

Admiral  Wiren* 

(fc)  Officers  proceeding  to  Russia,  44 L 
They  will  be  aeoonipaniad  by  some  230  soldier  servanta* 
The  ft >1  lowing  generals  and  ndmirals  have  accepted  parole : 
General  SteHsel 

Major-General  Reifls  (Obief  of  the  Staff), 
„  Nadtn, 

„  Kostenka 

Admiral  Prince  Ukhtomski 
g^        GrigoroviclL 
„        Roslichenski, 
Chief  Naval  Engineer  lindberg  (ranking  as  Admiral, 

Total  number  of  tlioae  who  have  surrendered — 

Offioera         .  .  ^  -      1,819 

Rank  and  file  -  -  -        -    23J21 


Total 


-    25,040 


There  are  also  aome  2,000  volunteem,  dvil,  poelal,  and 
telegraph  officials  and  lal>outers,  which  brings  the  U>tal  nnmbera 
in  fort  Arthur  up  to  about  55,000*— exclusive  of  the  Chinese 
popnlation. 

*  It  in  not  clesr  how  ^13  figoris  it  ftrrivod  mt. 
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h  Jan.  The  official  entry  into  Port  Arthur  took  place  to-day,  and 

was  of  the  roost  unostentatious  .nature.  In  addition  to  tlie 
Head-Quarters  Staff  the  parade  was  attended  by  the  commanders 
of  divisions  and  brigades  with  their  respective  staflb,  a  detach- 
ment of  two  hundred  rank  and  lile  from  each  infantry  regiment, 
a  proportionate  number  from  the  cavalry,  artillery,  engineers, 
naval  brigade,  and  departments,  and  by  every  officer  not 
employed  on  duty  elsewhere. 

The  Head-Quarters  Staff — preceded  by  a  band-— moved  off  at 
10.30  a.m.,  the  foreign  military  attach^  followed  immediately  in 
rear. 

The  route  selected  was  from  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Sung-shu 
Shan  through  the  old  town,  along  the  quay  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  new  town,  where  there  is  a  small  parade  ground. 
Here  General  Nogi  and  his  staff  took  up  their  positions,  and  the 
defile  past  in  column  of  route  commenced ;  some  seven  thousand 
men  passed  the  saluting  post  The  troops  presented  a  very  fine 
appearance,  and  their  marching  was  excellent. 

The  spectacle  was  witnessed  by  large  numbers  of  Russians, 
both  soldiers  and  civilians. 

After  the  parade  we  were  entertained  at  luncheon  in  a  laige 
house  lately  occupied  by  General  Smimov,  and  the  health  of  his 
Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Japan  was  enthusiastically 
dmnk. 

General  Nogis  hecdth  was  afterwards  proposed  in  a  most 
suitable  speech  by  the  senior  foreign  military  attach^,  Colonel 
Pertev  Bey,  of  the  Ottoman  Army. 

Both  the  old  and  the  new  towns  of  Port  Arthur  are  very 
little  damaged,  and  I  was  particularly  struck  by  the  well-fed, 
well-dressed,  and  generally  prosperous  condition  of  the  men, 
women,  and  children  whom  I  met  in  the  streets ;  there  was  no 
sign  anywhere  of  famine  or  distress. 

One  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  over  the  Russian 
munitions  of  war,  &c.,  informs  me  that  there  are  ample  supplies 
of  ammunition  of  all  kinds — ^gun  and  rifle. 

h  Jan.  All  the  attaches  attended  a  memorial  service  for  the  officers 

and  men  killed  during  the  siege. 

The  ceremony,  which  was  a  simple  but  most  impressive  one, 
took  place  on  some  rising  ground  north  of  Shui-shih-ying,  and 
was  attended  by  some  ten  thousand  troops,  representing  the 
various  corps  and  departments. 

h  Jan.  A  steam  laimch  was  kindly  placed  at  our  disposal  to  visit  the 

Russian  warships.  We  went  on  board  the  "Retvisan"  and 
"  Poltava,"  both  of  which  are  riddled  with  shell  holea  The 
Japanese  naval  officers  are  confident,  however,  that  they  will  be 
able  to  repair  all  the  men-of-war  in  two  or  three  years. 

The  "Sevastopol"  and  the  gunboat  "Otvajni"  lie  at  the 
foot  of  Man-tao  Shan  (on  Tiger  s  Tail  Peninsula)  in  25  fath(Hns 
of  water. 
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I  nm  informed  that  medicines  were  very  »caree  in  the  Port 
Arthur  hospitals  when  the  Japanese  entered* 

Scurvy  appeATS  la  have  been  prevalent,  owing  to  the  lack  of 


All  the  foreign  military  attaches  with  the  First  and  Second  19th  Jai 
ArmieB  arrived  to-day  to  pay  a  short  visit  to  Pf>rt  Arthur. 

The    following  is   the    official   statement   of  the  piineipal  30rd  Ja 
Ra»man   war   material    taken   over  by   the   Japanese  in    Port 
Arthur: — 


Ouns : — 

Heav)'(12-ioch,  10-inch,  and  64nch) 
Medium  (4 '7-inch  to  3-inch)    - 
Light  (Maxim  and  Botchkiss) 

Total 


B4 
14!> 
343 

546 


Shell  (of  different  sizm)   - 

Otinpowder 

Rirtes       - 

Ritle  ammamtion 

Horses 


82.670 
30,000  Iba 
35,252 
-    2,266,800  rounds- 
1.920 


General  Nogi  and  the  Head-Quarters  Staff  of  the  Third  S4t&  Ja3 
Array  left  to-day  for  Liao-yang.  Orders  have  been  iisaued  for 
the  concentration  of  tlie  Army  in  the  north.  The  2nd  Field 
Artillerj'^  Brigade  has  already  marched,  the  siege  artillery  follows 
between  the  20th  and  end  of  January,  organized  in  one  brigade 
as  uoder : — 

(a)  12-centimetre  6eld  howitzers^— 6  batteries  (24  gtini*). 
(fc)  I  fi-eentimetre  field  howitzen! — 4  batteries  (24  guns), 
{e)  10"5*ceiitimetrc  Krupp  guns — ^1  batterj' (4  guns). 
{d)  1 2-ceiitimetre  bronze  guns — 5  batteries  (30  guns). 

As  regards  the  infantry,  the  1st  Division  marchefl  co^ay,  the 
7ih  Division  on  the  29tli  instant,  and  the  9th  Division  on  or 
al)out  the  12th  of  February, 

The  11th  Division  will  shortly  embark  at  Dalny  and  proceed 
to  the  Yadu  river  to  join  the  newly  formed  FitUi  Armyp 
operating  in  Korea* 

Concluding  Memarke. 

The  siege  of  Port  Arthur  lasted  14H  daya»  i,«.,  from  the 
7th  August  1904,  when  the  first  siege  gun  optmed  fire,  to  the 
2nd  Janoary  1905,  when  the  capitulation  was  signe>d. 

Japanese  Edimuie  of  PoH  Arthur. — There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  Japanese  Head-Qnartera  Staff  entered  upon  this  sicgft  with 
A  light  heart,  and  that  they  altogether  under-estimated  the 
diffienltieH  that  lay  before  them.  In  support  of  this  ^^tatement 
il  may  be  noted  that  at  the  beginning  of  Atigust  1904  the  only 
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siege  guns  with  the  Third  Army  were  six  4'7-iiieh  liaval  gons. 
thirty  obsolete  Japanese  bronze  gons  of  12-ein.  (4'7-iiicb)y  and 
four  new  Erapp  guns  of  10*6-cm.  (4'1-inch). 

Before  the  attacks  of  the  East  and  West  Pan-long  Sban 
Forts,  the  Japanese  were  evidently  under  the  impression  that 
their  superb  infantry  would  be  able  to  carry  the  line  of  works 
with  a  rush — as  they  did  in  1894  against  the  Chinese. 

When  it  had  been  forcibly  brought  home  to  them  that 
regular  siege  operations  would  be  necessary,  they  set  to  wori^ 
with  characteristic  energy  to  make  up  for  lost  time,  and  by  the 
middle  of  September  had  established  a  formidable  siege  train  of 
152  pieces  of  ordnance — including  eighteen  28-cm.  (11-inch) 
fortress  howitzers,  sixteen  15-cm.  (5*9  inch)  siege  howitzers,  and 
four  6-inch  naval  guns.  It  is  undoubtedly  to  these — especially 
to  the  28-cm.  howitzers — that  their  ultimate  success  is  largely 
due. 

Features  of  Country  round  Port  Arthtur. — With  regard  to 
the  general  features  of  the  country  near  Port  Arthur,  it  may  be 
said  that  the  Hue  fortified  by  the  Russians  was  by  nature  well 
suited  for  defence,  affording  as  it  did  a  clear  field  of  fire,  good 
command,  and  excellent  mutual  support  between  the  different 
salients  on  which  the  various  batteries  and  forts  were  placed. 
There  were  several  points  suitable  for  observation  etations, 
while  the  reverse  slopes  of  the  hills  offered  many  ideal  positions 
for  batteries  of  howitzers  and  mortars. 

The  weak  point  of  the  position  lay  in  the  fact  that  the 
Japanese  line  was  even  more  suitable  for  attack  than  was  the 
Russian  for  defence.  A  line  of  high  hills  parallel  to  and  some 
4,000  yards  from  the  outer  Russian  forts  gave  excellent 
facilities  for  observation  and  at  the  same  time  good  cover  for 
ammunition  and  supply  depdts,  while  the  reverse  slopes  of  these 
hilLs  and  the  numerous  undetfeatures  and  folds  of  ground  in 
front  offered  suitable  artillery  positions.  Moreover,  the  numerous 
ravines  running  at  right  angles  to  the  Russian  line  allowed  of 
troops  being  brought  up  under  cover  with  comparatively  little 
labour,  close  to  the  points  selected  for  attack,  while  the  steep 
banks  of  the  river  bed  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley  separating 
the  hostile  forces  permitted  of  the  reserves  being  massed  within 
easy  supporting  distcmce  of  their  comrades  in  the  advanced 
trenches. 

Russian  Artillery  Dispositions.  —  The  Russian  artillery 
positions  were  in  general  badly  chosen.  No  attempt  was  made 
to  utilize  the  reverse  slopes  or  small  vaUeys  for  batteries  oi 
howitzers  and  mortars,  but  these  were  placed  almost  on  the 
crest  line.  Heavy  guns  were  in  many  cases  posted  in  most 
exposed  positions  in  forts  or  on  the  summits  of  hills,  without  a 
vestige  of  cover  of  any  sort,  and  no  trouble  was  taken  to  prepare 
alternative  positions  for  the  wheeled  artillery. 

The  large  number  of  corpses,  damaged  guns,  and  artillery 
material  of  all  kinds  that  littered  the  ground  between  Forts 
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Strng^n  Shan  and  South  East  Chi  kimn  Shan,  bore  eloqiieat 
(eeliinotiy  to  i\m  fauUmoBs  of  the  Kasi^iaii  arraagements  and 
ttie  Aocnraey  of  their  opjx>fi©nts*  fire, 

Japansgs  Artilfirt^  DwpoaUi(mB.—  Tho  J^fmnmt,  fia  the 
Hither  bftnd,  iiiad«  admirable  use  of  accident*^  of  ground,  millet 
ttw^  dummy  guu.s,  and  emplacements  to  conceal  their  batteries 
ana  def^ive  the  enemy.  Their  loflses  in  men  and  uiaterial  were 
ocN^equeBtly  Mmall. 

Japaiiese  Engineers  and  Infantry.  —  Of  the  Japanese 
engineers  and  infantry  it  i»  impos^i^ible  to  speak  too  highly ; 
their  indomitable  conraf^j  theii'  endurance,  and  their  devotion 
to  duty  ar*^  beyond  all  praise. 

The  aipturw  of  Port  Arthur  had  become— like  that  of 
Badajo^  a  century  previou:*— a  point  of  personal  honour  to 
officera  and  men  alike,  and  they  were  prepared  to  face  auy 
blcMKlBhed  Mid  to  endure  any  hardahipa  rather  thtvn  fail  in  the 
tiisk  entrusted  to  them  by  their  Emperor. 

JapaiUiBe  Lossea  i7i  the  Campaifjn. — With  regard  to  the 
ImseH  in  thi»  campaign,  it  is  impossible  to  speak  with  absolute 
accuracy,  but  from  information  which  I  have  collected  from 
various  sources  it  would  seem  that  the  ca^ualtieH  from  l^t  June 
19(H  to  8tli  AugUHt  1904  were  from  8,000  to  10,000,  and  from 
die  latter  date  to  the  2nd  January  1905  about  52,000.  From 
60,000  to  62,000  men  killed  and  wounded  may,  therefore,  he 
taken  as  the  price  that  tbe  Japanese  nation  has  paid^ — and 
tin  grudgingly  paid — for  the  Dipture  of  Port  Arthur. 


Addendum, 

Official  statement  of  the  exact  quantities  of  ft>odstufik  and 
elothing  taken  over  by  the  Japanese  military  authorities  in 
Port  Arthur. 


Flour 

*  1.360.250  lie. 

Bark-y    - 

3.30t)    ., 

Crushed  wheat 

-      132,000    ,. 

LidiAti  com 

-       23.1011   ,. 

Biee   - 

2.230    „ 

Array  biscuit 

-        99.000   „ 

CoroiHi  beef    - 

-        68.000   .. 

S»lt        -            - 

-     580,000    .. 

Sugar  - 

-       33,000    „ 

Beans     - 

-        '  1.031.250    „ 

Tcousere 

3,200  pairs. 

Overcoats 

2.700 

Cloth  for  overcoats      - 

40,000  yards. 

Black  cloth 

8.666     ,. 
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(17)    Port  Arthur.  — The  Attack   and   Capture  of 

Ta  Eu  Shan  and  Hsiao  Ku  Shan  by  the  Utb 

Japanese  Divison ;  the  7th  and  the 

8th  August  1904. 


Report  by  Major  C.  M.  Crawford,  5th  Qnrkhaa     Pork  Arthur, 
20th  February  1905. 


Plaie. 

The  operations  of  the  11th  Japanese  Division 

against  Ta  Eu  Shan  and  Hsiao  Eu  Shan     -     Map  70. 


Ta  Eu  Shan  and  Hsiao  Eu  Shan*  are  two  isolated  and 
precipitous  hills,  between  600  and  700  feet  in  height,  forming 
advanced  posts  in  front  of  the  right  flank  of  the  Russian  main 
line  of  defence.  Their  capture  was  absolutely  necessary,  as  they 
commanded  the  Japanese  siege  works  and  interfered  greatly 
with  the  lines  of  communication  and  the  establishment  of  the 
railhead  at  Chang-ling-tzu. 

th  Aug.  On  the  6th  August  1904  the  11th  Division  occupied  the  line 

Tuan-shan-tzu — Kao-chia-tun,  the  point  of  division  of  its  two 
brigades  (the  10th  and  22nd)  being  the  height  (marked  A  on 
the  map)  north  of  Ta  Eu  Shan. 

The  ground  opposite  the  Japanese  right  was  undulating,  and 
afforded  cover  for  an  attacking  force.  There  were  good  artillery 
positions  at  A,  B,  and  Wang-chia-tun. 

On  the  left,  low  ranges  of  hills — varying  from  6,000  to  2,000 
yards  from  the  points  to  be  attacked — offered  excellent  positions 
for  guns.  Between  the  nearest  of  these  ranges,  however,  and 
Hsiao  Eu  Shan  (a  distance  of  some  1,500  yards),  the  groond 
WHS  absolutely  flat  and  open,  with  no  cover  of  any  sort  or  kind. 
The  Russians  had,  moreover,  dammed  the  stream  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill,  and  had  thus  made  a  wide  and  deep  inundation  that 
proved  a  most  formidable  obstacle  to  the  attackers. 

In  addition  to  the  six  divisional  mountain  batteries,  two 
four-gun  batteries  of  4  *  6-inch  field  howitzers  and  twenty-four 
light  3*  6-inch  mortars  (intended  for  use  in  the  mountains)  were 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  commander  of  the  11th  Division. 

•  See  Map  70.     The  meaniDe  of  Ta  Ku  Shan  is  Great  Lone  Hill,  and 
of  HHiao  Ku  Shan  Little  Lone  Mill. 
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Of  thofie,  the  field  howitasers  were  on  the  reverie  Blope^  of  the 
luilbt  at  C,  t\relvc  of  the  light  mortars  were  at  Sati-chien-lting, 
'  %EE1<1  the  remainder  at  B  and  Wang-chia-tiin. 

The  divisional  artillery  was  between  A  and  8an-chien-lung. 

The  Russian  force  on  Ta  Ku  Shan  and  Hsiao  Ku  Shan 
6onst8ted  of  about  three  b&ttaliond  of  infantry  and  twtdve  field 
gaii%  of  which  one  battalion  and  two  gtins  were  posted  on 
Hiiad  Ka  Shan*  the  remainder  on  Ta  Ku  Shan  and  the  ground 
between  this  hill  and  Ea^st  Pa-li-chuang. 

For  tho  attack  on  the  7th  August,  the  10th  Brigade  (22nd 
umi  44th  Regiment*!,  each  of  three  hattaliona)  was  detailed  to 
attack  the  line  East  Pa^li-diuang — Ta  Ku  Shan ;  to  the  2Snd 
Brigade  (!2th  and  4Srd  Regiments)  was  allotted  the  section 
Ta  Ku  Shan-llsiao  Ku  Shan  incluHive,  Tlie  12th  Regiment 
attacked  the  former  and  the  43rd  Regiment  the  latter  Iiill. 

To  prepare  th^  way  for  these  two  attacks  the  whole  of  the  Ttb  AngI 
Japanese  artillery  opened  tiro  at  4,30  p.in.  on  the  7th  AugiiML 
The  Russian  guns— not  only  from  Ta  Ku  Shan  ami  Hsiao 
Ku  8han,  Imt  also  from  the  neighbouring  works  in  the  main 
line  of  defeoee — ^rosponded  vigorously,  concentrating  their  fire 
principally  on  the  mountain  guns,  which  consequenfly  suffered 
eoiyilderable  loan. 

AbQut  7*30  p,m,,  the  artillery  preparation  being  considered 
nuflScieat^  the  infantry  was  ordered  to  advance.  The  10th 
Brigade,  on  the  right,  drove  back  the  enemy  opposed  to  it,  and 
does  not  appear  to  have  met  with  any  determined  resistance. 

On  the  left,  however,  matters  were  different ;  owing  to  the 
darkness  and  heavy  rain  the  Japanese  guns  were  unable  to 
effectively  support  the  infantry,  nor  could  the  coininander  of  the 
dlvimon  see  how  eveote  were  progre^ing  at  Ta  Ku  Shan  and 
Hdao  Ku  Shan.  However,  the  infantry  at  both  places  succeeded 
(in  ft|Hte  of  a  heavy  fire  and  heavy  losses)  in  establiahing  them^ 
s^lvcH  at  the  foot  of  the  hilla,  where  they  passed  the  night. 

The  attack  was  renewed  on  the  Hth  August,  after  a  thorougii  8th  An 
aad  effective  preparation  from  every  available  gun. 

About  noon  some  Russian  gun-boats  and  destroyers  issued 
from  Port  Arthur  and  openal  a  reverse  fire  from  the  bay  west 
of  Ten-chang  un  t!ie  12th  and  43rd  Regiments,  which  never- 
theless elung  tenaciously  to  their  ground  and  gradually  worked 


their  way  up  the  slojjes.  By  8  pin*  the  Russians  had  been  com* 
pelted  by  the  Japanese  artillery  fire  to  retire  behind  the  ciesta 
of  Ta  Ku  Shan  and  Bfaiao  Ku  Shan  ;  the  Japanese  infantry 


a*lvanced,  and  after  a  stubborn  conUvst  captured  I  Kith  hills. 

The  Japanese  lo8Ses  during  tliese  operations  amounted  to 
l,i(jO  killed  and  wounded,  the  majority  of  M^hich  occurred  in  tbe 
22nd  Brigade.  The  43rd  Regiment  alone  had  540  casualties^ 
and  in  it^  two  leading  battalions  every  single  officer  was  hers 
tk  amdKtt.  The  RusEian  losses  lire  not  accurately  known  but 
th«y  were  certainly  aevere,  and  all  their  guns  wera  captured. 
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The  capture  of  Ta  Ku  ShaD  and  Hsiao  Eu  Shan  was  a 
brilliant  feat  of  arms,  and  was  undoubtedly  due  m  a  great 
measure  to  the  loyal  and  efficient  co-operation  of  the  Japanese 
artillery,  which  proved  itself  (here  as  elsewhere)  to  be  the  back- 
bone and  marrow  of  the  battle.  It  seems  remarkable  that  the 
Russians  did  not  set  a  higher  value  on  the  retention  of  these 
two  hills,  which  formed,  as  it  were,  a  powerful  bastion  on  the 
right  flank  of  their  line,  and  were  efficiently  flanked  by  the  fire 
of  the  works  in  rear. 

Had  Ta  Ku  Shan  and  Hsiao  Ku  Shan  been  really  scientifically 
fortified  and  strongly  held,  their  capture  would  have  been  well 
nigh  impossible,  and,  until  they  were  taken,  the  Japanese  could 
not  have  conmienced  serious  siege  operations. 


18th  to  22nd  AuauOT  1904, 


(10)  Port  Arthur,— Operations  of  the  Ist  Japanese 

Division  from  the  13th  to  the  22iid 

August  1904. 


)BT  by  Cupfcatn  C,  A.  L.  Yate,  King's  Own  (Yorkshire  Light 
.  Infantrj*),  before  Port  Arthur,  11th  SepteDiber  1904. 


Generftl  Map  of  Port  Arthur  and  neighbour}iood 


&Lap  71. 


Oti  the  13th  August  the  lat  Division  occupied  the  lin^ 
Tiung'cbia-tut*— Hua-8hih*luijg  (the  lait^^r  on  main  road  to  Pai-t 
Arthur).  The  Reserve  Brigade  (1st,  15tb,  and  l^th  Reserve 
R«igimi'nta)  on  the  right  The  1st  Brigade  (lat  and  15th  Begi- 
mentft)  in  the  centre.  The  2nd  firigade  (2ud  and  3rd  Regiments) 
on  the  left 

At  9  p.rij,  on  that  day  a  general  ailvance  was  made.  The 
Jtotarvc  Bri^rade  occupied  a  height  east  of  Chiti-ehia-kou  on  iu 
ri|^l  and  the  height  north-east  of  Usiao-tao^kou  on  its  lefL 
The  lat  Brigade  Biiot  one  regiment  (the  15th)  to  seize  the 
height  "  1,200  metres  south-west  of  Tien-pan *kou/'  Koyth  of 
Ist  Di%^on  Head'Quarters  BUIL  The  1st  Regiment  wm  to 
wrim  the  height  of  Yu  Ta  Shao,  The  2nd  (left)  Brigade  was  to 
rateiii  its  position. 

Tba  men  of  the  15Ui  Regiment  captured  the  height  south* 
west  of  Tien-pan-kou  at  midnight  13th/ 14th  August  in  pouring 
rain*  Earing  captured  it,  they  found  only  a  hostile  advanced 
post^  the  main  defensiive  line  being  on  the  present  1st  Division 
Headquarters  Hill.  The  thick  weather  prevented  their  dis- 
covering  this  beforehand ;  when  the  sky  deared  at  midnight^ 
they  saw  this  hill  to  the  south  of  them.  They  estabUshed  them- 
selves at  its  foot  and  cut  the  wires  of  the  entanglements  during 
the  rlarkneaa 

The  six  divisional  batteries  1st  Division,  plus  eight  Army 
batteries  (fourteen  in  all),*  all  7  *-*i -centimetre  field  gnni^ 
wene  ordered  to  take  up  positions  on  the  line  Han-chia'tun— 
lUng-ehia'tun,  and  open  Gi^  at  daylight  on  the  1 4th  4ugnst, 
The  heavy  rain  on  that  day  preventeil  an  etfective  artillery 
botnbardtnent,  and  the  attack  was  thet^fore  post^xmed  till  the 
15th  August 

'  The  '^Tid  Artillery  Brigwle   baviiig    two    foar-battery   r^gimaDts 
inflfioad  of  two  «ix-batt«ry  rtginie&ti«->0.  Y. 

BBS 
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At  10  a.m.  on  that  day  the  "Height  131**  north-east  of 
Hsiao-tao-kou  was  captured.  The  troops  remained  on  these 
heights  till  the  19th  August. 

On  the  18th  August  the  left  brigade  advanced  to  Tn  Ta 
Shan  facing  Shui-shih-ying.  The  eight  batteries  of  the  2nd 
Artillery  Brigade  moved  to  the  east  of  i  u  Ta  Shan. 

On  the  19th  the  centre  brigade  remained  stationary.  The 
divisional  artillery  (Han-chia-tun — Tsing-chia-tun  heights)  were 
ordered  to  concentrate  their  fire  on  the  heights  north-east 
of  Tai-ping-kou  (Height  174,  on  the  Japanese  staff  map).  The 
Ist  and  15lh  Reserve  Regiments  reached  the  bottom  of  this  height 
and  cut  the  wires  during  the  night  19th/20th  August.  On  the 
20th  they  reached  and  took  the  first  of  three  defensive  lines 
at  10.30  a.m.,  the  second  at  12.30  p.m.  The  third  could  not 
be  taken  from  in  front.  A  few  soldiers  pa8sed  round  and 
entered  it  from  the  rear.  This  height  having  fallen,  the  Russian 
trenches  running  north  and  south  between  Tai-ping-kou  and 
203-Metre  ffill  were  rendered  untenable  by  enfilade  fire. 

The  Height  101,  1,200  yards  west  of  Shui-shih-yingy  was 
captured  on  the  19th  August.  The  spare  running  towards  the 
south-west  of  Shui-shih-ying  were  captured  on  the  evening  of 
the  20th  August 

On  the  21st  the  noi'th-east  spur  of  Namako-yama  was 
taken.  The  losses  during  all  the  above  operations  were  about 
2,000. 


19th  to  31st  AUGUST  1904. 
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(19)  Port  Arthur.    Operations  of  the  9th  Japaneie 
Division,  the  19th  to  the  31st  August  1904. 


WORT  by  Captain  C.  A.  L.  Yate,  King's  Own  (Yorksliire 
Lia'ht  Infantry),  23rd  September  1904,  and  partially  re* 
wntt<>n  7th  February  1906* 


PkUe. 
daring  November  and  December  1904 


Map  72. 


IntrodiiMion. 


I 
I 


The  plan  of  aperations  for  the  fiti^t  general  aaeanlt  on  Port 
Arthur,  which  lasted  from  the  13th  t**  the  24t!\  August,  wan 
tti  follours -. — The  Ist  Division  was  to  capture  the  hoetiJe  posi- 
iioim  on  the  ntnge  of  hills  lying  north-west  of  the  town  and  in 
rri>nt  of  tbe  pemianent  forta  forxninj^  the  weetern  defences. 
The  9th  and  1 1th  Divisiona  were  to  attack  the  line  of  forta  and 
tmtti'rieii  forniiug  the  eastern  sector  of  the  land  defences. 

The  operations  of  the  let  Divimon  have  been  described  in 
a^qiarate  report*  The  11th  Division  attacked  EaMt  Chi-kuan 
Shu  tort  and  the  batteries  lying  8outh*ea8t  of  it.  These 
opuvtions,  which  were  attended  by  great  lotsH  and  were  com- 
pletely unsueeesaful,  were  not  witnessed  by  any  foreign  attach^ 
This  report  will  therefor©  be  confined  to  thosc^  of  the  9th 
DiviHion. 

I'lie  6th  Brigade  of  this  division  (7th  and  35th  RegimeDts) 
were  to  att«^k  the  two  Pan- lung  Shan  batturies,  the  ISth 
Brigade  (1 9th  and  3Gth  Regiments)  were  to  move  against  the 
outlying  fort^  termed  Fort  Knropatkin,  or  the  fort  nortli  of 
Lung-yen, 

Tk€  AttOtCk  on  Fort  Kuropathm. 

On  the  19th  August,  the  Japanese  artillery  opened  fire  all  19th  Ang 
along  tbe  front » the  Russians  barely  responding.  The  naval 
gans  fired  prineipally  on  Fort  Knropatkin,  The  six  mountain 
bfttt«ri«a  or  the  9th  Division  ( thirty *six  pieces)  and  a  fonr- 
gmi  12hiiii.  howitseer  bnttery  in  tbe  valley  north  of  the  Xavnl 
Ohttcrvatory  ilirectefl  tlicir  fire  on  the  same  objective.  The 
15*cm.  howitascrt^^  and  12 -cm*  si^g^  gims  further  east  fired  on  thi^ 
Ptm-lotig  Shan  worka 

♦  i'fcg©4J9- 
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At  about  5  p.m.  a  party  of  aboat  the  strength  of  a  weak 
battalion  advanced  against  Fort  Kuropatkin.  llie  men  moved 
over  the  open  ground  north  of  the  fort  in  successively  extended 
lines,  about  a  section  (80  men)  abreast,  and  at  about  three  paces 
interval. 

A  halt  was  made  in  a  trench  some  three  hundred  yards 
from  the  work.  Thence  independent  fire  was  delivered.  On 
advancing  once  more  they  were  met  by  a  heavy  rifle  fire,  bat 
nevertheless  reached  the  ditch  of  tlie  work,  where  they  were 
checked. 

The  front  company  during  this  advance  is  reported  to  have 
sustained  150  casualties  out  of  a  strength  of  180. 

fth.  Aug.  On  the  20th  August  the  Russians  entirely  recaptured  the 

work  after  some  hand-to-hand  fighting.  Unseen  by  the  Japanese 
in  the  fort,  they  brought  up  infantry  and  machine  guns  to  the 
railway  bridge,  where  a  party  of  the  attackers  had  effected  a 
lodgment  over  night.  Aided  by  a  rapid  and  well-directed 
shrapnel  fire,  they  overwhelmed  the  Japanese,  the  latter 
evacuating  the  fort  at  about  3  p.m.  The  Japanese  artillery 
effectively  supported  the  infantry,  the  shrapnel  fire  being  very 
accurate. 

The  retreat  was  a  flight,  some  of  the  men  leaving  their  rifles 
behind.  It  was  brought  to  a  stcrndstill  in  the  trenches  whence 
the  final  attack  had  started  overnight. 

Fort  Kuropatkin  protects  the  main  road  from  Chin-chou  to 
Port  Arthur,  and  also  the  waterworks  at  Lung-yen.  It  was 
therefore  a  point  of  prime  importance  for  the  Russians.  A  net- 
work of  trenches  flanks  the  approach  to  it,  and  a  deep  trench 
leads  to  the  southern  Lung-yen  fort.  The  parapet  is  almost 
entirely  blinded  along  the  face  and  has  loopholes  through  steel 
plates.     A  very  steep  ditch  surrounds  it. 


I%€  Attack  on  the  two  Pan-lung  Shan  Works. 

On  the  20th  August  the  bombardment  was  continued.  In 
the  evening  the  9th  Division  occupied  a  line  from  Pa-li-chuang 
on  the  right  to  Wu-chia-fang  on  the  left.  Owing  to  the 
proximity  of  the  hostile  position,  the  Japanese  were  able  to 
reconnoitre  the  defensive  arrangements  minutely.  During  the 
night  of  the  21st/22nd  August  the  Russians  fitted  up  electric 
alarm  wires  in  the  entanglements  in  front  of  their  works.  The 
Japanese,  discovering  tfis,  thought  they  would  require  special 
non-conducting  wire  cutters,  and  an  engineer  colonel  who  was 
subsequently  killed,  utilized  bicycle  tyres  for  this  purpose. 

It  is  strange  that  the  Japanese  should  have  thought  that 
the  current  would  be  powerful  enough  to  be  injurious,  ocm- 
sidering  the  well-known  difliculty  of  inducing  such  a  current. 

Lst  Aug.  At  4  a.m.  on  the  21st  August  the  9th  Division  began  to 

move  against  East  Pan-lung  Shan  work. 
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DuriDg  the  luommg  of  that  day  portions  of  this  diviaioo 

'  advanced  over  the  opeu    jjlacis-like  Blopes    leading   from    the 

rmilwuy  to   the   e^st   section   of    the   Ruaatan  defeucea.     Tliey 

wlvanoed  by  small  partiaa  extf^nded  to  from  three  to  five  fiaces. 

Great  flkill  was  shown  in  avoiding  places  whet^  shells  bufst, 

^  in  doubling  over  open  ground,  and  in  utilizing  covlt.     Strong 

'Testsrves  were  visible  in  the  railway  catting  and  in  the  water- 

ooortes  cloee  by. 

A  r©**6rve  brigade  was  placed  under  the  commander  of  the 
9th  Division  during  the  night  of  the  21st/2fnd  Angtmtp  On 
thifl  night  Fort  East  Pan-lung  Shan  was  hotly  att^ked,  one 
portion  beiDg  assaulted  five  times.  On  the  morning  of  the 
S2nd  the  Rusniens  8till  retained  possession. 

At  alxfut  10  a.tti.  that  day  a  battalion  had  crept  np  to  the  32iid 
hmd  of  a  watercounse  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from 
tlM  glacia  of  the  work. 

Scvme  men  dashed  up  to  the  entanglement  and  cut  the  wire 
alanglements,  which  connisted  of  plain  wires. 

The  Japaoese  artillery,  especiuUy  its  field  gnns,  swept  the 
crfist  and  rear  of  the  work  with  shrapnel  and  high -explosive 
fibelb»i  the  foniier  being  very  accurate,  though  they  appeared 
to  hit  a  few  of  the  Japanese  infantry.  The  latter  carried  flags, 
which  the  men  raised  to  indicate  their  position  to  their  own 
artillery,  RuHsian  gnns  and  riflemen  from  the  foits  on  the 
flanks  and  in  r^ir  played  upon  the  Japanese,  bm  did  also  two 
Maicima  whose  positions  could  not  be  located. 

At  about  12  noon  a  portion  ^f  the  force  which  had  con- 
gregated at  the  entrance  of  the  work,  probably  finding  some 
cover  iu  Hhell  craters,  was  seized  with  a  momentary  panic*  and 
tM  to  the  head  of  the  watercourse,  where  it  was  rallied  and 
led  forward  again.  The  Japarie^  a^Jvanced  along  the  ditch  uf 
the  outer  para|>€t,  hut  the  Russians  held  moat  of  the  interior  of 
the  work.  At  about  I  ]).m.  they  made  a  counter-attack,  but 
did  not  succeed  in  driving  the  Japanese  back  beyond  the  sulient 
of  the  glacis*  A  ban d*to -hand  fight  ensued,  hand-gremides 
of  a  special  pattern  were  tbrovm  by  the  Japane<se  and  similar 
ones  by  the  Russians.  One  of  the  Russian  guns  inside  the  fort 
continued  firing  even  at  this  mument 

The  atUick  on  this  work  was  earned  out  by  small  bodies 
of  men  m^hrng  forward  in  succes^^iun  from  the  watercourse. 

Two  battalions  of  the  7th  Regiment  attacked  tliis  fort, 
one  being  in  reserve.  Out  of  the  1,800  men  oompoeing  these 
two  battalions,  only  200  could  be  «x)llected  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  l^btin^. 

1™  9Mi  R*m^r%'e  Rnginient  r>f  the  4tli  Reseri^e  Brigade, 
which  was  detailed  to  support  the  above  troops,  showed  great 
hesitatjon,  and  was  in  conjsequence  ri^legated  to  line  of  coro- 
munication  duty,  being  afterwards  sent  to   the  forces  in  the 


•  Properly  apoftking  the  Paii-ltng  8li*a  work  mm  bftlU!rieg.--C.  Y, 
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north.  Considerable  feeling  was  manifested  towards  it  by  tlie 
remainder  of  the  Third  Army. 

From  about  2.30  p.m.  on  the  22nd  a  pause  set  in,  only 
desultory  firing  continuing. 

At  5  p.m.  West  Pan-lung  Shan  battery  was  stormed  by  a 
mass  of  infantry  which  attacked  it  from  the  eastern  spur.  This 
party  was  formed  on  the  initiative  of  a  captain  who,  seeing 
from  his  position  in  front  of  East  Pan-lung  Shan  work  that 
some  reinforcements  intended  for  his  party  were  halting  in  a 
watercourse  leading  to  the  western  work,  collected  some  of  hia 
own  company  and  joined  the  reinforcements.  With  the  group 
thus  formed  he  attacked  the  western  work.  At  about  5.30  p.m. 
heavy  shell  fire  was  directed  by  the  Japanese  on  to  its  northern 
and  western  slopes.  At  6  p.m.  three  Japanese  flags  were  waving 
on  the  crest. 

Attack  on  Wang-tai  and  ''  H"  Work. 

On  the  night  of  the  23rd/24th  August  a  furious  night 
assault  was  made  by  the  6th  Brigade  on  the  CShinese  wall  and 
the  heights  immediately  south  of  it.  The  Japanese  succeeded 
in  advancing  some  distance  up  the  Wang-tai  hill  and  nearly  to 
the  top  of  that  on  which  '^  H  "  Battery  stands,  but  the  Russian 
searchlights  enabled  the  defenders  to  fire  on  them  with  accuracy. 
The  attack  was  repulsed  with  very  heavy  loss,  heaps  of  bodies 
marking  its  path. 

Rvsaian  Counter-attack. 

On  the  same  night  (23rd/24th  August)  heavy  counter- 
attacks were  made  all  along  the  line  from  Shui-shih-ying  east- 
ward to  the  coast.  The  two  Pan-lung  Shan  works  were  held  by 
the  Japanese,  although  two  Russian  companies  actually  pene- 
trated beyond  them.  The  Japanese  never  vacated  these  works, 
in  spite  of  the  losses  caused  by  the  continuous  Russian  shell 
fire  from  all  the  adjoining  works,  as  well  as  from  the  forts  in 
rear.  During  the  earlier  period  of  the  occupation  the  losses  in 
these  two  posts  averaged  100  dfidly. 

Obaervationa. 

Generally  speaking,  there  was  a  want  of  method  in  the 
Japanese  artillery  preparation.  It  was  too  short  and  not  con- 
tinued long  enough  when  the  infantry  attacks  took  place. 

The  insuflBciency  of  the  artillery,  both  as  regards  calibre  and 
number  of  guns  shows  how  little  the  Japanese  then  realized 
the  serious  nature  of  the  task  before  them ;  4 '7-inch  naval  guns 
and  15-cm.  (5*  9-inch)  howitzers  constituted  their  most  powerful 
ordnance. 

Infantry  supports  were  too  far  back.  General  Nogi  tried  to 
pierce  the  defences  by  a  covp  de  main,  and  received  a  distinct 
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repulse.  The  tenacity  with  which  the  Japanese  maintaiDed 
their  hold  of  the  Pan-lung  Shan  works  merits  the  greatest 
admiration,  and  proved  of  great  service  subsequently. 

The  Russian  searchlights  and  star  shells  proved  of  some  value ; 
the  Japanese,  on  the  other  hand,  found  their  two  searchlights 
of  little  use  and  sent  them  northward  not  long  afterwards. 

The  £otal  Japanese  losses  from  the  19th  to  the  24th  August, 
were  14,000,  amongst  which  were  3,500  dead.  After  the  latter 
date  the  Japanese  tactics  changed  considerably,  and  a  more  or 
less  regular  siege  commenced. 

The  garrison  of  each  of  the  Pan-lung  Shan  works  amounts 
to  about  one  company  with  four  machine  guns. 
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(20)  Fort  Arthur.— Attack  and  Capture  of   Fort 

Europatkin,  or  North  Lung-yen   Bedoubt, 
the  19th  August  to  the  19th  September  .1904; 
with  description  of  the  Fort. 


Report  by  Captain  Sir  A.  Bannerman,  Bart,  R.K,  before 
Port  Arthur,  19th  December  1904. 
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5. 

Description  of  Fort  Kuropatkin, 

On  the  19th  September  1904,  during  the  attack  on  Fort 
Kuropatkin,  the  work  was  very  severely  "  hammered*"  After 
its  capture  the  Japanese,  havin^r  nothing  to  gain  by  its 
occupation,  destroyed  what  reraamed  of  its  bombproofs,  and 
as  a  consequence  it  w€ls  difficult  to  get  exact  dimensions. 

The  plan  could  still  be  easily  recognized,  but  for  sections  it 
was  necessary  to  rely  on  the  kindness  of  the  Japanese  Staff. 
These  sections  had  to  be  modified  considerably  after  two  visits 
to  the  redoubt. 

The  work  was  constructed  round  a  coffin-shaped  hummock, 
caused  by  the  protrusion  of  a  vein  of  rock  from  the  surrounding 
red  soil.  The  ditch  apparently  followed  the  line  where  the 
rock  be^n  to  rise  steeply,  thus  accounting  for  the  peculiar 
trace.  This  brings  the  terreplein  some  5  feet  above  the  crest  of 
the  glacis,  and  looking  from  the  glacis,  produces  the  appearance 
of  an  enormous  parapet. 

The  ditch  must  have  entailed  immense  labour,  being  cut  out 
of  rock,  part  of  which  must  have  needed  blasting.  It  was 
flanked,  at  the  gorge  and  at  angle  "6,"*  by  breastworks  of 
barrels  filled  with  stones,  with  sandbags  on  the  top.  Machine 
gun  fire  could  be  heard  whilst  the  stormers  were  in  the  ditch 
probably  it  came  from  behind  the  breastworks.     The  trenche 

•  See  Map  73.  Fig.  2. 
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ftt  ftnglefl  ''  S  **  Bikd  "  6  "  were  well  placed  for  flank  fire  over  the 
gluci^  'f  they  were  deepi  with  sandbag;  loopholea. 

The  parapet  was  provided  with  sanelbag  loopholes  all  round, 
€»xcept  for  a  few  feet  at  the  entrance^  where  it  waH  too  high. 
U  was  travc^med  at  short  intervals,  15  or  20  feet.  Both 
iraverae^  imd  loopholes  were  much  "  knocked  about."  The 
breach  through  which  the  stormers  entered  the  work  was  made 
in  the  face  1  -2.  Here  overhead  rover  had  been  provided  for 
the  infMntry,  a  doubtful  advantage,  as  tliia  faee  invited  attack 
and  received  a  concentrated  artillery  fire.  After  the  aa^iilt 
there  were  4  feet  of  dibris  in  the  ditch  neflU*  the  breach,  and  it 
WM  easy  to  walk  up  into  the  work. 

The  bomb  proofs  were  much  wrecked  by  artillery  fire ; 
4*  7-inch  howitzers  and  4*  7-inch  naval  guns  were  the  heaviest 
ordnanee  need.  Possibly  the  Russian  15-  and  22-<entiiiietre 
(aay  6-  and  8"54nch)  howitzern^  turned  on  to  the  work  after  ita 
capture,  may  have  contribute*!  to  the  damage. 

The  timber  was  entirely  deeiroyed  or  removed^  but  appears 
to  liave  been  heavy,  10  to  12  inches  square  for  posts  and 
joists,  and  10  or  1 1  inches  overhead.  In  another  RuBsian 
nxloubt,  forminj^  part  of  the  name  line  of  works,  the  overhead 
liiober  was  formed  of  10- inch  by  2-iDch  planks,  set  on  edge, 
touching  one  another* 

TlKise  bombproof^  furnished  with  an  iron  plate  between 
earth  and  tiruWr  escaped  without  serious  damage.  So  far  as 
caa  be  fi^eertained,  except  for  this  j*inch  iron,  the  others  were 
equally  well  protected.  On  the  evidence  of  Japanese  oflScers 
who  entei^d  the  work  when  it  was  taken,  the  ditlerence  was 
most  niarked  between  those  casemates  with  an  iron  ptate  and 
those  without.  There  would  appear  to  be  some  virtue  in  the 
preaance  of  the  iron  phite  apart  from  ita  strength,  which 
cannot  he  great*  Only  the  smaller  bombproofa  were  provided 
with  plates,  and  possibly  their  small  size  may  account  for  their 
iinuiuntty. 

A    dee])   trench    led   up    to   the   entrance,  where  no  great 

tjrovi^iion  fi^ainst  attack  was  tnade^  Some  barbed  wire  was 
eft  abtmt  the  entrance,  but  it  is  not  apparent  that  any  great 
fire  could  1)6  concentrated  there — rather  the  reverHe.  Rehance 
seifaa  to  have  been  placed  on  the  breastworks  flanking  the 
ditcb.  Cover  for  support  a  was  provided  in  the  ditch  jiiJit 
beside  the  entrance, 

A  mine  vtab  pushed  a  short  distance  to  tho  front »  for  the 
purjio-fce  of  intercepting  any  underground  work  on  the  part  of 
the  Jupanesti 

Except  for  a  small  HotchkiKS  gun  mounted  at  the  eastern 
lient,  the  work  rehcd  for  ita  defence  entirely  ou  infantry 
maeliine  gujis  and  hand-grenades.  A  few  hind  mines  were  laid 
in  tlte  ditch  but  none  seem  to  have  exploded* 
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Attack  and  CapUi/re  of  the  Fort.^ 

When  the  Japanese,  on  the  30th  July  1904,  drove  the 
Russians  irom  the  heights  some  6,000  yards  to  the  north  of 
Port  Arthur,  they  found  a  line  of  trenches  and  redoubts, 
passing  just  in  rear  of  Shui-shih-ying,  still  interposed  between 
themselves  and  the  central  position  of  the  main  defenoea 

The  flanks  of  this  line  were  thrown  back  to  rest  on  the 
main  line  of  forts,  and  Fort  Europatkin  stood  out,  a  prominent 
salient,  on  the  highest  points  lecithin  one  thousand  yards,  some 
250  feet  above  sea  level.  There  was  nothing  unusual  in  its 
appearance.  Owing  to  its  irregular  shape,  the  nature  of  the 
work  was  difficult  to  determine.  The  majority  inclined  to  the 
belief  that  it  was  a  lunette,  and  even  after  the  Japanese  had 
entered  it  and  been  driven  out  again,  it  appeared  on  a  map  as  a 
rectangular  redoubt. 

Accustomed  to  victory,  the  Japanese  had  great  hopes  that 
they  could  take  Port  Arthur  by  assault  Accordingly,  whilst  pre- 
parations were  being  made  to  storm  the  two  Pan-lung  Shan  forts, 
and  after  a  desultory  bombardment  from  four  4  •  7-inch  howitzers, 
two  or  three  4*  7-inch  naval  guns,  half  a  dozen  naval  12-pra, 
and  a  few  field  guns  firing  an  occasional  shrapnel,  the  Japanese 

Aug.  infantrj^  on  the  evening  of  the  1 9th  August,  effected  a  lodgment 
in  the  north  salient  of  the  work,  vdth  a  loss  of  350  men.  It  is 
not  clear  whether  the  advanced  Russian  trench  was  evacuated 

Aug.  or  taken  by  assault.  On  the  morning  of  the  20th  August, 
the  Japanese  were  firmly  entrenched  at  the  point  "  X,"*  the 
entanglement  on  the  glacis  of  the  redoubt  was  destroyed,  and  a 
party  of,  at  most,  200  men  was  holding  on  to  the  north  salient, 
with  three  hundred  yards  of  absolutely  open  ground  between 
them  and  the  nearest  support  When,  at  2  p.m.,  a  determined 
counter-attack  was  made  by  the  Russians  upon  the  troops  in 
the  salient,  these  came  back  to  their  trenches  with  heavy  loss. 
The  bodies  of  those  that  fell  in  the  retirement  remained  unburied 
until  the  redoubt  was  finally  captured  in  September. 

Aug.  The  morning  of  the  21st  August  found  the  Russians  in  full 

possession  of  the  redoubt,  the  damage  to  the  parapet  repaired, 
and  only  the  wire  entanglement  not  replaced.  The  Japanese 
held  some  two  hundred  yards  of  trench  at  the  point  **  X,"  with 
secure  communication  to  their  rear. 

Before  any  further  attempt  could  be  made  on  Fort  Kuro- 
patkin,  the  very  heavy  loss  incurred  in  the  barren  capture  of  the 
two  Pan-lung  Shan  forts,  and  the  repulse  of  the  assault  on 
Wang-tai  Battery,  during  the  night  of  the  23rd/24th  August, 
had  warned  the  Japanese  that  Port  Arthur  was  not  to  be  taken 
except  by  a  regular  siege. 

•  See  Map  73.  Fig.  1.  t  8e$  Map  78.  Figa.  1  and  5. 
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Accordingly,  approaches  were  begun  at  six  different  points 
on  the  line  of  defence,  Fort  Kuropatkin  being  one  of  the  works 
selected  for  attack.  The  approaches  here  are  noteworthy  as 
being  the  first  from  which  an  assault  was  delivered.  They  also 
progressed  faster  than  any  others,  and  consequently  represent 
the  first  attempt  at  siege  work  under  modem  conditions.  Their 
design  was  never  imitated. 

The  trench  at  "  X  "♦  was  extended  right  and  left,  loopholed 
for  musketry,  and  formed  the  first  parallel.  It  was  broadened 
and  deepened  later,  and  served  as  a  thoroughfare  across  the 
Russian  front. 

ITie  sap  was  broken  out  during  the  night  of  the  31st  August/  f^^^^f^ 
Ist  September.     The  ground  falls  away  slightly  to  the  right,  and         ^* 
to  take  advantage  of  this  fall,  which  concealed  the  workers  from  ' 
the  Russian  trenches  on  the  left,  the  sap  was  started  right- 
handed.    After  proceeding  65  yards,  an  angle  was  made,  and 
the  next  200  yards  of  trench  were  directed  just  clear  of  the 
left  of  the  redoubt.    Instead  of  %ig-zagging,  a  traverse  was 
made  at  every  30  yards  of  approach.     The  soil  was  red  earth 
and  stone. 

At  100  yards'  distance  from  the  redoubt,  a  short  second 
parallel  was  formed,  from  which  three  zig-zags  were  driven  to 
distances  varying  from  70  to  90  yards  from  the  crest  of  the 
glacis.  At  this  distance  the  third  parallel  was  made.  A  small 
relief  approach  to  the  second  parallel  was  dug  on  the  right  of 
the  main  approach. 

Sandbags  ran  short  during  the  work,  and  Dalny  was 
ransacked  for  materials  from  which  to  make  them.  The  latter 
portion  of  the  trenches  was  revetted  with  bags  made  of  flowered 
calico.  At  such  short  distances,  however,  invisibility  became  of 
minor  importance. 

The  approaches  were  finished  on  the  1 5th  September,  and  lAth  B 
"  snipers  '*  were  pushed  out  to  the  right,  alon^  the  nullah,  from 
the  third   parallel     The  Russians  occasionaUy  made  counter- 
attacks at  night,  but  were  always  easily  repulsed. 

Concurrently  with  the  approaches  to  Fort  Kuropatkin, 
others  had  been  pushed  against  a  cluster  pf  redoubts  south 
of  Shui-shih-yingyt  and  these  approaches  were  ready  on  the 
18th  September.  Though  the  redoubts  were  assaulted  simul-  18th  A 
taneously  with  Fort  Kuropatkin,  the  operations  against  them 
did  not  appreciably  affect  the  fate  of  the  latter,  except  that  the 
attack  was  delayed  pending  the  completion  of  the  naps  against 
the  redoubts.  The  wildest  reports  had  been  circulated  about 
the  strength  of  Fort  Kuropatkin ;  the  work  was  credited  with 
an  enormous  ditch,  iron-plated  caponiers,  undeiground  galleries, 
and  other  terrors. 


•  8e€  Map  73,  Fig.  5.  f  Sm  Map  73,  Fig.  1. 
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ih  Sept.  At  1  p.m.  on  the  19oh  September,  fire  was  opened  from 
practically  the  same  pieces  as  were  used  in  the  previous  attack, 
but  in  this  instance  the  bombardment  was  carefully  regulated. 
Beginning  with  an  occasional  shot  to  find  the  range,  it  grew 
gradually  in  intensity  till  a  steady  stream  of  shells  was  falling 
into  the  work.  The  howitzers  appeared  to  be  directed  against 
the  bombproofs  inside  the  redoubt,  whilst  the  naval  guns 
concentrated  their  fire  on  the  north  salient.  By  3  p.m.  timber 
was  sticking  up  from  the  parapet  near  this  salient,  laige 
quantities  of  debris  were  sliding  into  the  ditch,  and  the  sandbag 
loopholes  showed  signs  of  damage  all  along  the  crests  The 
Japanese  field  artillery  on  the  right  enfiladed  with  shrapnel  the 
northern  faces  of  the  redoubt,  and[  the  Russian  trenches  to  the 
south-east.  About  4  p.m.  the  Russians  began  firing  very  large 
shrapnel  at  the  advanced  parallels,  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Wang-tai,  taking  the  trenches  at  rather  a  dangerous  angle, 
and  making  excellent  practice.  Although  the  parallels  had  no 
traverses  or  flank  protection,  casualties  were  few.  This  immunity 
was  probably  due  to  the  %ct  that  the  assaulting  party  and 
supports  were  not  sent  into  the  advanced  parallels  until  the 
moment  had  almost  arrived  for  the  attack. 

At  5  p.m.  two  ground-scouts,  their  heads  and  bodies  protected 
by  steel  shields,  left  the  third  parallel  and  started  towards  the 
north  salient.  The  fire  directed  on  them  was  not  heavy,  but 
both  fell. 

At  5.15  p.m.  the  assaulting  party  could  be  seen  making  its 
way  up  to  the  advanced  trenchea 

At  5.40  p.m.  the  stormers  left  the  trenches  and  advanced  at 
a  steady  run  towards  the  north  salient.  They  got  into  the 
ditch  without  loss,  and  were  followed  by  the  supports,  about 
400  men  in  all.  Intermittent  rifle  fire  and  occasional  short 
bursts  from  a  machine  gun  could  be  heard  as  the  last  men 
crossed  the  open,  but  casualties  were  few.  A  demonstration 
against  the  trenches  to  the  south-east,  had  drawn  oflf  the 
attention  of  the  defenders  of  those  trenches,  and  fire  was  only 
directed  on  the  attacking  force  at  the  redoubt  from  the  northern 
face  and  the  short  trench  to  the  west.  Parties  worked  their 
way  along  the  nullah  from  the  third  parallel  and  engaged  the 
defenders  of  the  south-western  trenches.  Japanese  shrapnel  also 
kept  down  the  fire.  From  the  ditch,  however,  the  attackers 
were  unable  to  make  their  way  into  the  redoubt  From  the 
general  map,*  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ditch  is  flanked,  round 
the  point  attacked,  by  one  or  other  of  the  main  forts,  except  for 
the  northern  face,  where  a  little  cover  can  be  found  ArtiUery 
fire  of  every  description  swept  the  ditch. 

Although  a  practicable  breach  had  been  made  by  the  artillery, 
only  a  few  small  parties  made  their  way  up  to  it.  Men  could 
only  enter  the  work  two  or  three  at  a  time,  and  they  seem  to 

•  See  Map  73,  Fig.  1. 
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[liaVtt  bden  nhoi  down  as  fast  as  they  went  in.     The  capotiien 

VproTed  to  be  tiort -existent,  but  two  flanking  walls  of  sandbags 

,  cheeked  attempts  to  work  round  to  the  gpiPg&- 

I  Huddled  together  in  the  cramped  spaee,  with  band-grenarles 
falling  continuously  amongst  them,  and  only  partial!  cover  fmm 
the  defenders'  artilleTy,  the  attackers  held  on  till  6.S0  p.ni.,  when 
some  250  men  left  the  ditch  and  ran  back  into  the  advanced 
tpenehes,  losing  many  on  the  way.  There  were,  however,  no 
^igns  of  panic 

A  certain  Dumber  remained  in  the  ditch  waving  a  Japanese 
flag  above  the  cre^t  of  tiie  glacis  to  call  attention  to  their 
presence- 

The  situatiou  was  unchanged  when  darknesB  fell 

During  the  night  the  aetiault  was  renewed,  and  at  2  a.m*  a  20tli 
party  of  Japanese  Buceeeded  in  driving  the  defenders  from  the 
work.     The  morning  of  the  20th  September  saw  Fort  Kuropatkin 
empty  and  burning  fiercely,  and  the  trenches  both  to  ^uth>east 
and  iouth-W6st  in  Japanese  possesaion. 

The  casualties  incurred  in  their  capture  are  unknown, 
the  returns  including  those  at  other  places,  but  they  are 
Approximately  500  to  60O. 

South  Lung-yen  Redoubt  fell  without  fighting. 

Though  in  itself  useless  to  the  Japanese,  Fort  Kuropatki^ 
protected  one  of  the  main  water  supplies  of  Port  Arthur,  the 
0Oiaroe  of  which  waa  immediately  destroyed.  Ita  fall  furttier 
€babled  the  Japanese  to  commence  siege  operationB  against  Fort« 
Eth-iung  Shan  and  Sung-nhu  Shan,  and  to  push  mountain 
artillery  into  the  low  ground  south  of  Fort  Kuropatkin  with 
i^  view  to  enfilading  many  of  the  defences. 
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(21)  Fort  Arthur.— Japanese  Operations  on  their 
right  wing  and  in  centre,  the  19th  to 
the  22nd  September  1904. 


Report  by  Captain  C.  A.  L.  Yate,  King's  Own  (Yorkshire  light 
Infantry),  before  Port  Arthur,  28th  October  1904,  and 
partly  re- written  in  Tokio,  8th  February  1905. 


Plates, 

Operations,  19th  to  22nd  September  1904  -    Map  74. 

Plan  of  works  to  the  south  of  Shui-shih-ying  -     Map  75. 

Profile  sketch  of  ^^n»k«jp^^  -  --^p.,,,^  ,. 


After  the  fighting  at  the  end  of  August,  the  Japanese  began 
sapping  against  Fort  Europatkin.*  The  approaches  were  com- 
pleted about  the  middle  of  September.  Chi  the  19th  of  that 
month  the  9th  Division  was  to  make  a  renewed  attack  on  it, 
whilst  the  1st  Division  was  to  advance  against  the  fortified 
hills  in  front  of  the  positions  it  then  occupied.  As  I  was 
specially  detailed  to  watcht  these  operations,  and  was  the  only 
foreign  attach^  present,  this  report  will  be  almost  entirely  con- 
fined to  the  operations  on  that  side. 

The  \st  {Right)  Dimsion  Operations. — The  operations  of  the 
1st  Division  comprised  three  distinct  attacks  on  the  following 
pointsj : — 

(a)  Namako-yama  Hill. 

(6)  Four  small  works  lying  south  of  Shui-shih-ying. 

(c)  The  203-Metre  Hill,  termed  Royasan  by  the  Japanese 
and  High  Hill  by  the  Russians. 

A  brigade  was  detailed  for  each  of  these  three  attacks,  which 
will  be  separately  described  in  the  order  given  above. 

Positions  of  its  2Voop8.— Since  the  fighting  of  the  13th  to 
the  21st  August  the  Reserve  Brigade  of  the  1st  Division  had 
been  camped  at  Tai-ping-kou  and  on  the  lower  slopes  of  ridge 
**  Y."    Its  outposts  extended  over  the  low  ground  westward  and 


*  The  report  on  the  details  of  Fort  Karopatkin  with  plan  and  profiles 
should  be  read  in  connection  with  this  report. — 0.  Y.     (Page  426.) 
t  From  let  Division  Head-Qoarters  Hill.—O.  Y. 
;  Bee  Map  74. 
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thenee   over   the  line  of  hills  rimtiiDg  north  and   south  from 
Loutsa  Bay  to  Pigeon  Bay. 

The  Ist  Brigade  in  the  centre  had  some  of  its  troops  camped 
mi  the  tiorthern  slopes  of  let  Division  He«wl*Qiiarters  Hill, 
athom  on  the  sheltered  sides  of  the  lSl*Metre  and  174-Meti^ 
ileightfi  (a  battalion  on  the  latter),  and  Bnally  one  battalion  of 
the  iHt  Regiment  on  the  uorth-ea^t  spur  of  Natnako-yama,  thi» 
poaition  having  been  captured  on  the  2l8t  Augu^st,* 

The  2nd  (left)  Brigade  occupied  the  ridge  running  out  from 
Head-Quarters  Hill  to  the  west  and  south-wast  of  Shni-shih- 
ying.  The  3rd  Regiment  of  this  brigade  held  Shui-shih-ying 
Itself. 

IHspo&Uwna  of  the  Infantry  for  th4  Fighting. — The  dis- 
jxiAitions  of  the  troops  at  the  commencement  of  the  Bghting  are 
shown,  as  far  as  possible,  on  the  accompanying  plate^f  They 
were  briefly  as  follows  : — 

Infantry,  Ist  Regiment  of  1st  Brigade  to  attack  Namako- 
yaixia.  One  battalion  1 5th  Regiment  formed  a  reserve  to  the 
Ist,  its  sister  regiment ;  its  other  two  battalions  were  deta.ched 
as  a  divisional  reserve,  to  the  col  east  of  Tai*ping-kou.  The 
2nd  Bngade  (less  one  battalion  of  the  2nd  Regiment  retained  at 
divisional  head-quartisrs)  was  drawn  op  in  the  hollows  between 
the  heightM  and  Shui-shih-ying  village.  The  Reserve  Brigade, 
ccmiprifiing  the  1st,  15th  and  16th  Regiments  (each  of  the  two 
battalions)  waja  concentrated  round  Tai-ping^kou,  a  portion, 
however,  forming  a  right  Hank  guard  to  meet  any  hostile 
movements  from  the  direction  of  Pigeon  Bay, 

The  ill  visional  commander  and  his  statf  were  on  the  south- 
fast  comer  of  Uoad-Quarters  Hill,  as  was  also  the  senior  of 
th(3  two  Intelligence  officers  on  the  Third  Army  Head-Quartern 
Stair. 

B-isposiiion  of  the  Artillery, — The  number  of  guns  employed 
was  as  under  : — 

(1)  Sixty  field  guns,  thirty-six  of  the  let  Divisional  Artillery 
and  twenty-four  of  the  17th  Regiment,  which  was 
a  four- battery  one  belonging  to  the  2nd  Artillery 
Brigatle,  and  temporarily  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
commander  of  the  Ist  Division* 

(2)  Twenty ^ix  heavy  guns, 

(3)  TVenty-four  machine  guns. 

(4)  Eight  47-mnL  Hotchkiss  guna 

The  disposition  of  the  above  guns  was  as  follows  i — 

(i)  At    Hsiao    Han-chiii-tun,    five    naval     12*prs.    (not 
included  in  above )^ 


Sm  rtpof  i  m  ihm^  oparatioat,  page  419.  t  S00  M»p  74. 
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(ii.)  At  the  west  of  Hsiao  Han-cfaia-tun^  two 

field  batteries  17th  Regiment     .        .     12        — 

(ill.)  At  the  west  of  Tsui-chia-tnn,  three  field 

batteries  Ist  Regiment  -  -  -  18  — 
Each  of  the  batteries  at  (iii)  advanced 
a  section;  they  were  placed  at  the 
following  three  places:— (a)  Wang- 
chia-tien-tzu ;  (6)  the  col  east  of 
Tai-ping-kou ;  (o)  the  third  peak  west 
of  Height  174. 

(iv.)  Four  field  batteries  (three  1st  Regiment 
and  one  l7th  Regiment)  at  the  west 
of  1st  Division  Head-Quarters  Hill    *     24        — 

(v.)  At  point  101  (height  west  of  Shui-shih- 
ying)  for  reverse  fire  on  208-Metre 
Hill,  one  battery  I7th  Regiment        -      6        — 

(vL)  South  of  Hsiao-tung-koa,  twelve  9-cm. 

mortars   ------    —        12 

(vii.)  North  of  Tien-pan-kou,  twelve  12-cm, 

howitzers,  or  8  batteries    -        -        -    —        12 
(viii.)  At  Tien-pan-kou^  two    naval   4*  7-inch 
guns  under  orders  of  the  O.O.C.  Si^;e 
Artillery  -        -        -        -        -     —  2 

Total  field  guns  -  .    60        — 

„    heavy  guns  -        -    —        26 

The  above  list  was  furnished  to  the  foreign  attadi^  by  the 
Staff  of  the  Third  Army. 

MachtTie  Chums. — The  machine  guns  were  attached  to  infantiy 
units. 

HotchMss  OuTis. — Of  the  eight  Hotchkiss  guns  employed, 
two  were  in  Shui-shih-ying,  two  with  the  Namako-yama  ocdunm, 
and  two  with  the  troops  attacking  the  208-Metre  HilL  The 
position  of  the  others  is  not  known,  but  some  guns  of  this  class 
appeared  to  be  firing  from  the  174-Metre  Height. 

Positiana  of  Ovms  "not  under  O.O.C.  let  Divinotk— The 
16th  and  18th  Field  ArtiUery  Regiments  of  the  2nd  Artillery 
Brigade,  each  detached  a  few  gana  to  the  height  north-west  of 
Yu  Ta  Shan  to  fire  on  the  hills  to  be  attacked.  The  vest  of 
the  2nd  Artillery  Brigade,  and  the  naval  guns  near  the  Tn- 
cheng-tzu-Port  .^Jiliur  road,  fired  mosUy  on  the  works  south  of 
Shui-shih-ying. 

Oaptwre  of  Namako-yamd. 

Daoriptian  of  the  Poeition. — Namako-yama  is  a  long, 
sharply  indented  hill  with  two  peaks  at  either  *end  of  the  ridge 
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fmtnmg  ito  nummit  A  road  leads  along  the  viilley  whicb  skirts 
tis  weetora  stapa.  The  spur  wliich  the  Japatiese  captui-ed  in 
Aiigast  k  lep&mted  from  the  main  hill  by  a  low  i!oL  The  sides 
of  the  hlU  are  preeipitouB  and  very  rocky  towards  the  top.  A 
nhort  distance  below  the  summit  the  Russians  had  constructed  a 
long  trench,  with  blindages,*  and  a  shorter  one  a  little  lower 
down, 

lit  Oarri9on, — The  following  Russian  troops  defended  It  on 
the  19tfa  September  :~ 

Detachments  of  the  5th  Siberian  Sharpshooters. 
27th  East  Siberian  Rifles* 
„  „         Sailors, 

The  whole  amounting  to  the  strength  of  about  five  companies. 

The  Prdimiimrjf  BombardmeuL — All  the  artillery  under  the 
oommaader  of  tbe  1st  Division  directed  their  fire  on  this  hiU  and 
on  203-Metre  Hill,  tlie  heavy  guns  opening  at  2  p,m^  and  tbe 
feet  at  about  2,40  pan.  Tbe  ground  round  Shui-shih-ying  had 
^been  shelled  during  the  forenoon  by  the  naval  guns.  The 
Russians  replied  with  moderate  enei^  from  their  main  forte, 
A  gnti  in  a  very  exposed  position  on  Namako-yamat  was  very 
pluckily  served. 

He  Infantry  Attack— The  infantry  attack  on  Namako-yama  10th  i 

about  0  p.m,  on  the  19th  September.     The  two  battalions 

the  Ist  Regiment  at  "  a  "~*  a  '*f  advanced  round  the  shoulder 

of  tbe  spur  on  which  they  had  been  stationed  to  a  position  on  m 

»lbe  main  hill  below  the  Russian  trench,  where  the  steep  ground  H 

id   rocks  afforded   some   shelter.     They    were   supportisd  by  I 

leguns  which  were  immediately  brought  up  the  spur  and  H 

fired  thence  at  the  Russian  treaches  on  the  main  hill     The  ■ 

infanti^y  remained  on  this  slope  daring  the  ni^ht  H 

The  afternoon  of  tlie   lOth  September  and   the   following  ■ 

night  were  piercingly  cold  and  a  high  wind  was  blowing.     At  ^^ 

II  pjn.  the  Japanese  o&ptured  the  lower  trench.    During  the  M 

night  tile  troops  entrenched  themselves  in  their  positional  and  ■ 

the  space  being  insufficient,  a  portion  of   the  force  came  down  H 

the  hiU  again.     The  rest  remained  in  position  until  4  p,m.  cm  ■ 

tlia  following  day.     Tbey  suffered  somewhat  from  their  own  ^ 
artiUery's  shiapnel  dui*ing  the  forenoon  of  the  20th  September,  amK 
the  usual  waving  of  flags  being  r^orted  to  in  order  to  warn  the 
gunaers.    The  15th  Raiment,  from  the  lower  portion  of  the 

fidgs  east  of  Tai^ping-kou^  attempted  an  attack  on  the  souths  _ 

west  corner  of  Namako-yamal   during  the    forenoon.    They  ■ 

•ttStred  heav^  losses  owing  to  the  fire  from  the*  203-Metre  Htll  ■ 

aiul  from  the  under-feature  north-east  of  it    Between  S  and  ■ 

4  pm^  a  battalion  of  the  1st  Regiment  in  very  close  formation  ■ 

nishid  up  the  hiU,  and  after  a  hand-to-hand  fighti  in  which  ■ 

^  Thii  trencli  Wfts  ncrar  Tiaited  Uf  me,  but  the  oloQila  af  amoks  whteti 
ares*  after  iia  o*plar«  ileiiotetl  the  presence  of  woodwork*^ — 0*  Y* 

t  6^«c  Fanormina  9  (a).         X  S«t  Map  74         §  8m  raGorstna  9  9h  M 
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hand-grenades  were  freely  used,  captured  the  north-east  poftkm 
of  the  hill,  the  enemy's  trench  being  set  fire  to.  Almost  at  the 
same  time  another  battalion  of  the  Ist  R^ment  moved  round 
the  north-east  spur  ajid  thence  up  the  vaUey,  climbing  the  hiU 
at  its  south-western  end  and  successfully  gaining  the  summit 
The  two  assaults  were  made  within  twenty  minutes  of  one 
another  (see  lines  and  arrowheads  on  Plate).*  The  guns  in  the 
work  had  been  dismounted  before  capture. 

The  casualties  sustained  by  the  Japanese  during  these 
attacks  were  not  large. 

Capture  of  the  Works  south  of  Shwi-ahihryvng.^ 

One  of  the  four  small  open  works  lying  south  of  Sbui-shih- 
yingt ;  the  north-western  one,  termed  "  B,"  was  the  strongeet 
The  enemy  had  been  strengthening  this  during  the  preceding 
fortnight.  "  D,"  .  the  north-eastern  work,  was  consideraUy 
smaller  than  the  others. 

After  four  hours'  bombardment  by  the  iiaval  guns  and 
2nd  Artillery  Brigade,  a  part  of  the  3rd  Rogiment  advanced 
to  the  attack  at  6  p.m.  Two  men  with  metal  shields,  reaching 
as  far  down  as  the  legs,  strapped  in  front  of  thrir  bodies, 
moved  forward  a  few  minutes  before  the  assaulting  party  to 
cut  the  wires.  Both  fell  after  a  few  minutes.  The  KuasiaDs 
defended  the  work  so  stoutly  that,  although  the  assailants 
reached  the  ditch,  they  could  not  get  up  the  escarp. 

After  darkness  had  set  in  the  Japanese  made  several  attacks, 
but  could  not  succeed,  owing  to  the  effective  fire  of  machine 
guns  inside  the  work. 

During  the  night,  about  2  a.m.,  the  troops  in  the  ditch  wane 
recalled  to  the  slieltered  ground,  whence  the*  attack  had  been 
launched. 

Lst  Sept.  At  daybreak  the  artillery  bombarded  the  works  afresh,  and 
at  9  a.m.  the  troops  moved  forward  again.  At  9.40  ajn.  the 
work  was  captured.  Without  halting,  the  Japanese  attacked 
"A"  (the  south-western)  and  ''C"  (the  south-eastern)  work. 
<«  D "  (the  north-eastern)  work  had  been  captured  during  the 
night  by  portions  of  the  9th  Division,  which  had  advanced  firom 
Fort  Kuropatkin.  The  defenders  of  "  D "  work  had  fled  to 
"  C."  The  defenders  of  "  B  "  and  "  A  •*  likewise  fled  to  "  C,"  a 
watercourse  connecting  the  last  three  works. 

The  casualties  in  these  attacks  amounted  to  about  800  men. 
The  enemy's  strength  and  casualties  are  not  known. 

The  gorges  of  these  works  are  defended  by  a  network  of 
trenches,  very  narrow  and  with  frequent  traverses.  The  depth 
averages  5  feet,  and  the  shaly  soil  enables  the  sides  to  be  almost 
perpendicular.  Emplacements  for  machine  guns  were  made  at 
intervals.  The  parapets  of  the  works  are  very  low  and  blinded 
by  sandbags  and  timber,  with  earth  over  the  top.    The  ditches 

*  8e$  Panorama  9  (o).  t  8m  MMp  75. 
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are  about  8  feet  and  double  tlmt  width.  The  inside  is  a 
labyrinth  of  bombproof  shelters,  partly  below  the  grouud  level 
Tbeee  were  used  as  bairacks  and  raagazines.  Machine  guns 
bum  the  interior  swept  tf»e  parapets.  Three  of  tlvese  were 
captured  in  *'  B  '*  work,  and  several  in  the  others. 

The  »itt»ck  on  Fort  Kuropatkin  will  here  be  briefly  referred 
to,  in  order  to  maintain  the  sequence  of  the  narrative.*  It  wbm 
earried  out  by  the  36th  Regiment  and  one  battuJion  of  the 
Iflth  Regiment,  all  belonging  to  the  18th  Brigade.  The  fort 
wa«  bombarded  during  the  19th  September  by  the  naval  guns 
toulh  and  fK)uth-east  of  the  Naval  Observatory,  and  by  those 
near  the  main  road.  The  infantry  were  massed  in  the 
approftchea  These  were  the  first  sapping  works  undertaken  by 
the  Japanaae.  Artillery  fi  re  had  forc-ed  the  defenders  to  evacuate 
itp  but  they  remained  in  the  flanking  trenches.  After  fighting 
from  5  p.m.  on  the  19th  to  4  a.m*  cm  the  20th  September,  the 
da|>atie«(e  captured  it.  It  was  subsequently  abandoned,  being 
"too  much  exposed  to  artillery  fire. 

The  Attack  on  iOB-Metre  Mitif 

S03*Meti'e    Hill    was   attacked    on    the    evening    of   the 

fOtb  September  by  a  portion  of  the  Ist  Reserve  Biigade  {under 

the  commander  of   the   1  st  Division) ;    two  companies  of   tlie 

lat  Beserve  Regiment,  and  the  larger  pmportion  of  the  15th 

and  16th  Reserve  Regimentu  took  part  in  it     The  attackers 

l^vancod  over  the  180'Metre  ridge),  termed  ridge  "  Y"on  the 

l^anorama,!  *wid  moving  along  a  *'  nek  "  attacked  the  south-w^**t 

nomer    of    the    hilK     They    rertched    the  wire    entan*jlcment 

hurrounding   it,   and   a   small   party  even  penetrated    beyond, 

iBockif  and  greniuleB  thrown  by  the  defenders^  even  more  than 

I  rifle    tirL%   brought  the  attack  to  a  ?itandstill     But  the  great 

1  obstacle  was  the  flank  tire  of  machine  guns  in  casemates  made 

■  of  stout  circular  lioams,  8ome  twelve  inches  in  diinneter,  sup- 

"porting  a  roof  of  rails,  sleepers,  and  earth,  and  having  st^el 

plates  with  loopholes  for  flanking  fire,     These  dark  casemates 

no  doubt  gave  rise  to  the  idea — -which  was  general ly  credited 

for  a  long  timCi  even  by  the  Japanese  General  Staff—that  the 

Huf^Hians  had  constr acted  tunnels   from  one  side  of  the  hill  to 

the  other* 

The  troops  could  progress  no   further^  and  after  remaining 
I  for  two  days  in  the  souUi-westem   portion  of  the  lower  trench^ 
f  th**3*  were  withdrawn — about  2  p.m.  on  the  22nd  Septemben 
The  party  which  originally  penetrated  beyond  the  wire  entangle- 
ment wad  annihilated*     The  position  was  priori  pally  rendered 
imteiiable  by  the  fire  of  field  guns  from  near  Pigeon  Bayt  and 
I  of  heavy  guns  from  the  permanent  forts  lying  south.     Shell  fire 
I  otiioed  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  casualties,  which  amounted  to 
I  iMtw^Bqn  2,000  and  3,000  men. 

I  *  For  fiirlh^r  acoonnt,  §m  fmgm  426*  t  S^e  Map  74 
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Since  the  above  operations  the  Buasuins  have  been  still 
further  strengthening  their  positions.  The  Japanese  have 
entrenched  themselves  along  the  whole  ridge  160  ('^T"  on  the 
Panorama*),  and  are  constructing  three  saps  against  the 
203-Metre  ffill. 

d  Oct.  On  the  2nd  October  the  Russians  were  again  driven  off  an 

eminence  situated  south-west  of  the  180-Metre  ridge,  and  whidi 
they  had  re-occupied  after  the  22nd  September.  For  pres^it 
positions  (October),  see  tbe  Map.f 

The  strength  of  the  defenders  of  208-Metre  Hill  during  the 
above  fighting  was  estimated  at  two  battalions — portions  of 
the  5th  Siberian  Sharpshooters  and  some  sailors  being  amongst 
them. 

Considerable  annoyance  was  caused  to  the  troops  on  Namako- 
yama  by  Russian  sharpshooters.  A  few  days  after  the  above 
fighting,  Major-General  Yamamoto,  commanding  1st  Brigade, 
was  shot  whilst  reconnoitring — ^the  first  casualty  among  the 
general  officers  of  tbe  Third  Army. 

Authorilieafor  Statements. 

The  operations  round  Namako-yama  and  also  the  attack  on 
"  B  "  work  were  witnessed  by  me  on  the  lOth,  and  the  attacks  on 
the  works  south  of  Shui-shih-ying  on  the  20th.  The  positions 
of  troops  were  taken  off  a  map  belonging  to  a  Japanese  officer. 
The  gun  positions  were  subsequently  corroborated  by  an  officer 
on  the  staff  of  the  1st  Division,  who  also  gave  a  general  account 
of  the  whole  fighting.  The  sketch  of  Namako-yama  was  made 
on  1st  Division  Head-Quarters  Hill  C'  A  "  on  the  Map),t  that  of 
203-Metre  Hill  on  the  second  peak  west  of  Height  174  ("  B  "  on 
the  Map).  The  works  south  of  Shui-shih-ying  were  personally 
visited. 


«  Bee  Panorama  9  (().  f  Bee  Map  74. 
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(22)  Port  Arthur,— The  Employment  of  the  Artillery 
in  the  Centre  Attack  on  19th  September  1904, 


RnOBf  by  Colonel  W.  Apsley  Smith,  CB.,  Royal  Field 
Arttllery.     Before  Port  Arthur,  IHth  November  1904, 


Mate. 


Environs  of  Fort  Arthur 


Map  69. 


1>  This  waa  the  first  serioust  attack  made,  after  the  failure 
of  the  attempted  assault  of  19tb/24th  Augntit. 

2,  The  objtictive  waa  twf>-foId  : — 

(i)  The  Japanese  right  to  gain  ground  on  the  extreme 
weetp  BBimng  Namako-yama  (B  3)  and,  if  poBaible, 
carrying  by  assault  203 -Metre  Hill  (A/B  4).  Aa 
to  this  8te  report  by  Cap  tail)  Yate.** 
(ii)  Tbe  Japanese  centre  to  straighten  out  the  line  of 
attack  acro6B  the  Shui-shih-ying  valley  (C  3)^ 
between  the  eastern  and  weatern  sectionsi  of  the 
R « asian  de fences.  The  defences  ( Fo rt  Kuropatk i n 
(D  3)  and  Redoubts  17,  18,  19,  19a)  across  tins 
valley  foruied  a  strongly  raarke<l  salient  jutting 
out  into  the  Japanese  lines.  They  covered!  one  of 
the  main  sources  of  the  Port  Arthur  water  supply, 
and|  until  thej'  were  captured,  no  close  attack 
by  trenches  and  Baps  on  the  centre  of  the  main 
BuRfiian  line  was  poesible^ 

The  Japanese  left  was  ordered  to  demonstrate  only, 

3*  The  Russian  works  in  the  above  salient  oonsiste*!  of  Foii 
Knnjpatkin  at  the  apex  (already  half  taken  and  lost  on 
19th/20th  August),  and  four  smaller  redouble  (Nos,  17,  18*  19, 
and  19a)  to  the  south  and  south-west^  with  numerous  supporting 
trenches  The  Japanese  trencbes  were  from  seventy  to  one 
hundred  yaixls  from  Fort  Kuropatkin. 

4,  For  the  main  attack  on  Fort  Kuropatkin  {D  8),  the  com- 
mander of  the  9th  Division  used  his  right  brigade,  the  ISth, 
supported  by  all,  or  nearly  all»  his  thirty -six  mountain  guna 
firing  at  1,500  to  1,800  yards  ranges.  He  also  had  twenty-four 
machiDe  guns  and  four  1  -  8-inch  Q.F,  Hotcbkiss.  To  pre|>are 
and  support   the  attack,   the  general  commanding  the  siege 


*  See  pago  432. 


440  PORT  ABTHUB. 

artillery  used  forty  siege  and  naval  pieces  of  ordnanee,  and 
forty-eight  field  guns  belonging  to  the  2nd  Independent  Artillery 
Brigade. 

The  attack  on^the  subsidiary  redoubts  (Nos.  17»  18,  10.  and 
19a)  to  the  south-west  was  left  to  the  commander  of  the 
Ist  Division,  for  which  see  Captain  Yate's  report* 

5.  I  was  with  the  general  commanding  the  si^e  artillery, 
fi*om  9  a.m.  until  dark,  in  his  observation  trench  some  2,000 
yards  from  Fort  Europatkin.  A  colonel  of  artillery  was  there, 
and  occasionally  an  adjutant  or  an  oVderly  crept  up  to  receive 
or  deliver  messages.  Ten  yards  from  us  were  the  blindages 
for  the  telephones  and  hyposcopic  telescope ;  half  a  mile  behind, 
on  another  hill,  was  the  Head-Quarters  Staff  of  the  Third  Army. 

6.  From  9  a.m.  till  noon  the  usual  desultory  cannonade  went 
on,  the  idea  being  to  prevent  the  Russians  from  guessing  that 
anything  was  brewing.  The  Russians  replied  at  intervals  from 
here,  there,  and  everywhere.  Practice  on  both  sides  indifferent. 
From  noon  till  1  p.m.  the  Japanese  ceased  fire  ''by  order," 
and  the  Russians  conformed — ^presumably  both  sides  ate  their 
luncheons. 

7.  At  1  p.m.,  slow  fire  began  from  the  Japanese  left,  and  was 
gradually  taken  up  by  the  centre  and  naval  guns.  The  fire 
was  mainly  perhaps  against  Fort  Kuropatkin  and  its  auxiliaries 
(Nos.  17,  18, 19,  and  19a),  but  the  main  Russian  forts  in  rear 
were  not  ignored.  At  1.30  p.m.  the  Russians  began  to  reply, 
and  at  1.50  p.m.  the  general  commanding  the  si^e  artillery 
ordered  "  Fire  rather  quicker." 

8.  The  divisional  mountain  batteries  had  been  ordered  to 
open  at  2  p.m.  They  did  not  do  so  and  towards  2.30  p.m.«  the 
general  commanding  the  artillery  telephoned  to  the  commander 
of  the  9th  Division  to  ask  the  reason.  I  could  not  discover 
the  reason,  but  at  2.50  p.m.  they  began  to  shoot. 

9.  From  2  to  5  p.m.,  the  Japanese  artillery  fire  gradually 
increased  in  intensity,  and  was  more  visibly  concentrated  on  the 
actual  point  to  be  attacked.  The  Russians  replied  with  vigour, 
and  must,  I  think,  have  latterly  realized  what  was  intended. 
At  5  p.m.  the  general  commanding  the  artillery  asked  the 
commander  of  Uie  9th  Division  if  he  was  ready  to  assault 
Then  occurred  the  one  temporary  break  in  the  telephone; 
however,  at  5.30  p.m.,  the  reply  came  back  that  ''iJl  was 
ready,"  and  this  was  telephoned  round  to  batteries. 

10.  At  5.40  p.m.^  the  infantry  assaulted  Fort  Europatkin, 
and  disappeared  into  the  ditch,  after  sustaining  some  loss  from 
the  gun  and  rifle  fire  with  which  the  Russians  swept  the  glacis. 
The  Japanese  artillery  maintained  an  incessant  and  accurate 
fire  of  shrapnel  upon  the  supporting  redoubts  and  trenches,  and 
their  heavier  ordnance  shelled  the  main  forts  in  rear. 

11.  Infantry  fire  went  on^  and  grenades  continued  to  burst 
n  and  round  the  fort,  and  at  6.20  p.m.  two  successive  lots  of 

*  8m  page  486. 


ARTILLERY  ON    I1*TH  8EPTEMBEK   1904 


441 


Jugmnese  left  the  work.  The  general  commandiDg  the  artillety 
then  belephoned  to  nsk  tlie  eoratoander  of  the  9th  DiviHion  if 
he  flhouH  re-opeii  fire  upon  it,  and  was  told  "  No.'* 

12.  Just  after  7  p^m,  the  general  commanding  the  artillery 
told  me  that  they  hml  taken  nnost  of  Fort  Kuropatkin  and 
that  he  thought  the  1st  Divimon  had  taken  a  redoubt  (No.  17) 
to  the  south-west.  He  proved  to  be  right  as  to  the  fort,  antl 
wrong  ns  lo  the  rfdoubt,  the  atta^^k  on  which  had  been  repulsed* 
However,  daring  that  night  the  whole  of  the  fort  was  captured, 
and  during  tlio  next  forenoon  the  four  redoubts  (Nos.  17,  18, 
19,  and  19a)  and  practically  all  the  supporting  trenched  in  the 
valley  salient  ware  carried. 

13.  In  the  above  attick,  the  general  couiinanding  the  siege 
artillery  told  me  that  he  only  u^d  seven  of  his  tweuty-^ight 
oompaniea  of  aiege  artillery  and  lees  than  one-third  of  the  i^iege 
ordnaitce.  Some  guns,  no  doubt,  coi^ld  not  be  brought  to  bear  ; 
otbefs,  1  think,  he  did  not  wish  to  unmask. 

14*  The  artillery  command  seemed  to  work  smoothly  and 
well :  there  was  no  fuss ;  very  few  orders  were  given  ;  avery- 
thiijg  appeared  Jo  be  carefully  prearranged^  except  the  actual 
time  for  i\w  luss^iulti  tlie  psychological  motnent  for  thia  being 
left  to  the  joint  Jificretion  of  the  comman<Ior  of  the  9t!i  Division 
wd  tlie  general  commanding  the  firtillery.  So  far  as  I  could 
me,  the  Head-Qua  rtei^  Staff  diJ  not,  in  any  way*  inter  fere, 

15,  The  flirectioifc  and  communication  were  entirely  by 
telephone*  In  8pile  of  a  gale  of  wind,  and  of  the  din  of  the 
gunti,  only  one  temporary  breakdown,  a^i  already  menttoned, 
i»eenrred. 

16,  The  artillery  preparation  was  sy&tenintic,  nnd  the  fire 
fmm  2  to  5  p.nL  was  accurate,  and  sufficiently*  though  not 
unduly  concentrated,  I  thought  that  the  fire,  however,  might 
have  lieen  more  crossed,  ns  the  batteries  were  on  a  wide  front. 
Tlie  shrapnel  burst  well,  but  the  cover  was  U>o  g*iod  for  it  to 
have  had  iinich  effect,  and  thi^  the  general  commanding  the 
artillery  fully  realiied.  Everything  wa8  a  maxked  contrast  to 
what  I  saw  of  the  artillery'  work  in  the  attacks  of  the  lDth/24th 
August. 

There  was  no  naval  co-operation  ;  in  fiict,  since  the  sit^ge 
Comtnenced  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  of  the  Japanese  fleet  firing 
a  shot  agiiin^t  the  lantl  forte. 

17,  The  KuHSJim  artillery  fn^e  struck  me  as  intermittent  and 
without  system.  8oine  of  the  Japanese  lotteries  were  ignortxl ; 
<»therH,  and  especially  the  naval  guns,  wi^re  hciivdy  and 
accurately  shelled  at  intervals.  A  good  many  Russian  shell 
wore  bliiMf;  some  of  the  few  Bhrapnel  they  fired  burst  very 
short  and  high,  A  number  of  their  guns  fir^d  smoky  powder* 
The  QBSualties  in  the  Japanese  batteries  were  rei^  few,  and 
there  was  said  to  he  no  material  damaged. 
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(23)  Port  Arthur.— The  Operations  in  Ootober 
1904 :   the  Attack  on  the  Chi-kuan  Shan  Works. 


Report  by  Captain  C.  A.  L.  Tate,  King^s  Own  (Yorkahire 
Light  Infantry).    Before  Port  Arthur,  llih  Jannarj  1906. 


Maps  and  Sketches. 

Sketch  Map  to  illustrate  Operations 

Bough  Plan  of  Bussian  and  Japanese  Trenches 

and  Approaches  ... 

Plan  of  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  (EBgashi  Eeik- 

wanzan)  Battery  Defences     .  -  « 

Profile  Sketch  to  illustrate  Fighting  of  the  9tb 

and  16th  October 
Profile  Sketch  showing  View  of  East  Chi-kuan 

Shan  from  the  Nor&-East    -  -  • 


Map  72. 

Map  76. 

Map  77. 

ft 
PancMnama  10. 


Appendices. 

Objectives  allotted  to  Japanese  Artillery  during 
the  fighting,  26th  to  Slst  October,  1904         -    Appendix  L 

Order  of  battle.  Third  Japanese  Army,  during 

October  1904  ....    Appendix  2. 
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Fighting  on  the  9th  October. 

After  the  capture  of  Fort  Europatkin  on  the  night  of  Che 
19th/20th  September,  the  Japanese  occupied  the  connecting 
trench  which  had  been  built  by  the  Bussians  between  the  above 
work  and  the  South  Lung-yen  work,  the  enemy  having 
evacuated  both  work  and  trench  after  being  driven  out  of  Fori 
Europatkin.  From  the  railway  the  Japi^ese  pushed  sape 
towards  Fort  Erh-lung  Shan  under  cover  of  the  steep  slopes  and 
deep  watercourses  south  of  the  railway. 

On  the  night  of  the  7th/8th  October  the  enemy  seixed  the 
Japanese  parallel  situated  some  one  hundred  and*fifty  yards 
below  the  Kussian  advanced  trench  on  Erh-lung  Shan. 

The  eastern  end  of  this  parallel,  led  into  the  watercoune 
separating  the  two  heights  on  which  Fort  Erh-lung  Shan  and 
"  G  "  work  respectively  stand.  ^ 

*  Bee  Map  72  and  P»aiot«m«b\Q  V.aV 
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The  J&|mneee  deiennined  to  rsfcake  ihvK  parallel  on  the  9th 
Oekftbcn  At  ^  p.m.  on  that  day  all  the  guns  that  could  be 
brought  to  bear  Immhardefl  tlie  following  objectives ; — 

(1 )  Fort  Erh4ung  Shan. 

(2)  The  northern  slopeB  of  Erh*luo|j[  Shan. 

(3)  Tlie  valley  between  Eah-Iung  Shan  and  **0"  hill 

The  fire  waa  very  accurate,  especially  the  shrapnel  of  a 
fnottntain  battery  which  bad  been  advanced  to  the  west  of 
LnniC-yen  village. 

As  the  guns  opeoed,  two  parties  of  Japanese  infantry,  each 
about  fifty  to  eighty  strong,  chai'ged  in  swarm  formation.*  One 
party  rushed  at  the  centre,  the  other  at  the  left  of  the  parallel 
The  left  pariy  were  expcined  t-o  the  fire  of  Maxim  gimn  situat^id 
behind  the  Chineso  Wall  and  tnuned  to  fire  down  the  water- 
ooufiieL  None  of  the  eoemy  were  observed  leaving  the  parallel, 
but  they  probahly  ran  out  on  the  we@t  sidej  whicli  le^H  into  a 
dtep  watercourse. 

This  attack  wa«j  smartly  carried  out,  and  affon^led  a  good 
example  of  co-opei^ation  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  artillery 
aad  infantry^ 

The  Japanese  losses  were  insist ficant. 


Fightmg  on  ^  IBtk  October*  1904. 

On  this  day  the  Japanc^ie  proposed  to  occupy — 

(1)  •  G*  work.t 

(2)  The  Rnssian  advanced  trench  on  Erh-limg  Shan  glacis, 

Boirio  fifty  yards  south   of  the    parallel   which   the 
Japanese  bftd  recaptured  on  the  9th  Octolmr.J 

(3)  An  underfeaiare  some  three  hundred  yards  north-west 
of  the  glacis  of  Fort  Erhdung  Shan.^ 


9th 


i 


nptian  of  Pmitionji  attacked^ — (I)  *'G"  work  and  the 
'^^pUg  connecting  it  with  the  Chinese  Wall  had  been  eonstrueted 
witliin  the  preceding  six  weeke.  A  blinded  trench,  of  which 
the  cigzag  is  a  continuation,  runs  round  the  hill  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  yanls  below  the  crest.  This  is  connected  with  another 
blinded  trench  running  round  the  top.  The  bare,  gradually 
rising  hill  slopes  present  an  excellent  field  of  fire  to  the  defenders. 
A  stron^f  entanglenient  of  ordinary  steel  wire  runs  along  the 
freni.  The  railway  cutting  to  the  north-east  is  perfectly 
enfiladed  from  it* 

Sapping  had  been  carried  on  against  this  work  from  Weal 
Pian*lung  Shan  Fort  for  a  month  past. 

(2)  The  Russian  advanced  trench*  is  some  5  feet  deep^  with 
frequent  earth  and  sandbag  traverses  and  sandbag  loopholes. 


*  8m  Fftoorama  10  (a). 

t  This  atlftok  i«  Tnarked  "  No.    L  Attack  '*  on  Pimormma  10(a) 

i  Tbe  atinck  an  this  ii  marked  *'  Ho.  11/'  on  Panormma  10  (a). 
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Description  of  Fighting.  —  At  1.40  p.iit  the  Japanese 
artillery  opened,  firing  slowly  at  first  The  foUowiiig  piebes 
were  used  (for  positions,  see  the  Map*) : — 

(1)  Thirty-six  mountain  gun. 

(2)  Two  or  three  batteries  2nd  Artillery  Brigade. 

(3)  Two  12-cm.  (4* 7-inch)  naval  guns  (marked  "B"  on  the 

Map). 

(4)  Two  12-cm.  (4* 7-inch)  naval  guns  (marked  "I"  on  the 

Map). 

(5)  Four  12-cm.  (4 •7-inch)  howitzers  (marked  "L"  on  the 

Map). 

(6)  Four  28-cm.  (11-inch)  howitzers  (marked  "P"  on  the 

Map). 

(7)  Four  10-5-cnL  Krupp  ffuns  (marked  "  Q  "  on  the  Map. 

(8)  Two  28-cm.  (11 -inch)  howitzers  (marked  "R"on  the 

Map). 

(9)  Six  12-cm.  bronze  guns  (marked  "  S  "  on  the  Map). 
(10)  Twenty-four  12-cm.  bronze  guna     Two  naval  12-pr. 

guns  (marked  "  N  "  on  the  Map) 

The  guns  at  "  N  "  fired  very  little.  ITie  28-cm.  howitzers 
and  medium  siege  guns  were  the  only  ones  that  fired  until 
3  p.m.     The  28-cm.  shells  did  great  damage  to  the  blindages. 

At  3  p.m.  the  fire  became  more  intense,  all  the  batteries 
noted  above  joining  in.  A  mountain  battery  fired  from  the 
low  ground  near  the  railway,  one  or  two  of  its  guos  being 
placed  south  of  the  embankment. 

It  was  the  best  effort  at  methodical  bombardment  with 
oblique  fire  and  a  definite  object  for  each  group  yet  witnessed. 
The  Russians  replied  feebly,  firing  at  intervals  with  howitzers 
from  "  I  "  Battery  (using  smoky  powder^  and  from  Pai-yu  Shan 
Fort  (just  east  of  railway,  about  one  mile  south  of  the  top  of 
margin  of  the  map*). 

At  4.30  p.m.  one  compi^ny  of  the  35th  Regiment  dashed  out 
of  the  parallel  on  to  the  Russian  trench  at  **  Q"  a  distance  of 
barely  100  yards.  They  reached  it  without  loss,  and  captured 
the  fkst  zigzag  beyond.  The  enemy  appeared  to  have  evacuated 
the  trench.  The  Japanese,  after  entering,  suffered  somewhat 
from  artillery  and  infantry  fire — the  latter  from  the  Chinese 
Wall.  Three  separate  parties  followed  the  original  assaulting 
column  at  short  intervals. 

Five  minutes  later  the  attack  against  the  Russian  trench 
took  place  (marked ''  No.  IL"  on  the  Panoramaf).  The  Japanese 
advanced  parallel  was  some  fifty  yards  below  this.  Tlie  force 
attacking  here  appeared  to  number  about  one  hundred  men. 
The  fifty  or  sixty  Russians  holding  the  trench  fled  without 
awaiting  the  Japanese  onset.  They  attempted  to  retire  direct 
on  the  fort  in  a  south-westerly  direction  {see  chain  dotted  line 
and  arrowheadf).  Finding  themselves  exposed  to  the  fire  of  their 

*  Mmp  72.  t  ^iA!Cff«anik\^  Vin^* 
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eotiiradea  in  the  fort  as  well  aa  to  that  of  the  enemy,  they 
rushed  down  to  the  dip  and  thence  itcrosB  the  ridge  to  the 
western  face  of  the  hill  They  werw  fired  on  by  Japanese 
shr&pnel,  and  left  several  dend.  The  Japaneae  artillery  during 
thiH  attack  coDtinuetl  to  fire  on  the  eaemy's  trench  iinttl  their 
own  infimtry  wei-e  almost  into  it.  Two  men  of  the  assaulting 
party  were  knotked  over  by  shellti  fnjm  their  own  guns,  these 
being  the  only  caflualties  observed  during  this  advance, 

A  few  fnitmtes  after  the  eecutid  attack  the  north-western 
ridge  of  Erh-lung  Shan  was  occupied,  the  troops  advancing 
firoSi  the  railway  (fi?c  "No,  III.*'  on  the  Panorama*)  The 
enemy  was  not  holding  this  rid^^e.  The  attack  el's  went  up  in 
three  separate  parties,  each  party  running  up  in  extended  file^^ 
and  spreading  out  along  the  top*  No  sooner  arrived  there, 
they  came  under  rifle  tire  from  several  directions,  and  under 
artillery  fire  from  Fort  Sung-shu  Shan.  The  troops  here 
lippeared  some  what  unsteady.  A  considerable  number  came 
down  again  I  probably  to  fetch  entrenching  tools.  A  trench  (see 
the  Panorama*)  had  been  begun  before  darkness  fell,  and  four 
casemates  for  mountain  guns  (buitt  of  iron  rails,  baulks,  earth, 
and  aliiepers)  were  subaequenily  oonstr acted  along  the  t*>p  of 
the  ridge  to  fire  on  Sung-shu  Shan  Fort  and  Battery* 

The  Japanefie  remained  in  possession  of  all  the  points 
occupied,  their  total  loss  amounting  to  some  150  men  (all  arms). 
Somr  400  men  of  the  7th  Regiment  are  estimated  to  liave  taken 

girt  in  tbe^e  attack.s.     The  Kussian  shrapnel  fire  from  Sung-shu 
ban  waa  good,  but  their  heavy  batteries  fired   many  blimi 

Operation 8  from  Ike  2Qtk  to  tfie  Slst  Odfjimr* 

On  the  26tii  October  a  aeries  of  concerted  attacks  began 
against  the  main  line  of  the  Kusaian  defences  on  the  eastern 
section. 

The  plan  of  the  Ja{ianese  Commander-in-Chief  was  briefly 
as  follows  :— 

To  occupy  the  line  Kaet  Chi-kuan  Shan — Chinese  Wall — 
Song-shu  Shan^t  To  effect  thia  he  intended,  after  a  heavy 
bombardment,  to  assault  the  fol lowing  points  -^ — 

L  Fort  Sung-shu  Shan. 

2.  Fort  Erh-lung  Shan. 

a  *'  P ''  work. 

4.  The  North  Fort  of  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  (a  permanent 
fort). 

6.  "  Q  "  work. 

6,  Small  work  on  a  knob  immediately  east  of  the  last,  called 

by  the  Japanese  Kobu-yama« 

7.  Tlie  East  Chi-kuan  Shan*  Battery. 

The  two  Pan4ung  Shau  Forts,  taken  in  August,  and  the 
recently  captured  "  G  '*J  work  formed  a  wedge,  so  to  speak,  driven 


*  F&tiorftmti  10  (a). 
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into  the  enemy's  line.  From  this  line  of  works  sobBequent 
operations  were  to  be  carried  on  a^nst  the  Ghinese  Wall  and 
the  line  of  heights  to  the  south  of  it. 

By  the  26th  the  Japanese  had  advanced  their  sapa^  to 
within  thirty  to  fifty  yards  from  the  Russian  advanced  tranches 
on  the  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  and  Sung-shu  Shan  heights,  and 
from  the  glacis  trench  of  Fort  £rh-Iung  Shan.     * 

The  objectives  allotted  to  the  several  divisions  for  the  forth- 
coming fighting  were  as  follows : — 

let  Diviaion. — Sung-shu  Shan  and  the  bdghts  south  and 
south-east  of  it 

9^  Dividon.— Fort  Erh-lung  Shan  and  "^  P ''  work. 
llth  Division. — ^The  East  Chi-kuaD  Shan  works. 

The  distribution  of  units  for  the  different  attacks  (see 
Appendix  2,  Order  of  Battle),  was  as  follows : — 

^^  n-  •  •  Kg.  of 

let  Ihvi8ion : —  BsHslimw 

(1)  Aminst    the  SungHshu  Shan  Fort — 2nd 

Begiment  -  -  -  -      8 

(2)  To  c^vance  over  the  low  ground  south- 

west of  Shui  -  shih  -  ying  against  the 
fortified  heights  south  of  the  fort — 
3rd  Begiment       -  -  -        «      8 

9th  Division : — 

(1)  A^dnst  the  right  (west)  of  Fort  Erh-lung 

Shan— 36th  Begiment  -  -  -      3 

(2)  Against  tiie  left  (east)  of  the  same  fort — a 

battalion  of  7th  Begiment  -        -      1 

(3)  To  hold  West  Pan-lung  Shan" 

Fort — 3  companies  7th  Begi- 
ment -  -  . 

To  hold  East  Pan-lung  Shan 
Fort — 8  companies  7tii  Begi- 
ment -  -  -        -^ 

In  the  saps  against  Chinese  Wall 
and  Erh-lung  Shan  Fort  of 
the  7th  Begiment      -  -  2  ooa 

Total     -  -        -  8  COS.,  or        2 

(4)  To  attack  ''P"  work— 1  battalion  86th 

Begiment  -  -  -  -        -      1 

Carried  forward    -  -  -  -    18 


*  See  Map  76,  givingrongh  plan  of  the  lafM  againii  the  works  of  tfie 
east  seelor. 
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No<  of 

Brought  forward  -  -  -  -     13 

lUk  I>ivwion: — 

(1)  Against  East  Chf-kuau  Shan  North  Fori 
— 2ind  Rfgiuient  -  -  -         .       3 

(2)  Partly  againBt  the  above  fort  and  partly 
to  attack  **  Q  **  work  and  Kobu-yama — 
44th  Regiment  -  -  -  -       3 

(3)  Against  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  Battery — 
12th  Regiment  -  •  -  .      3 

TotaJ  number  of  battalioDs  employed 
in  the  attacks  -  -         *     22 

Remaining  over  on  the  extreme  Japanese  right : — 

No.  of 
-   ,  -^,    ,  .                                                                         fiftti;MJioiu. 
If ^  Diviitan : —  

The  1st  BeBerve  Brigade  -  -  -      6 

The  let  Brigade  -  -  .        .      0 

9ik  Dlvimon: — 
Two  battalions  of  the  SStii  Regiment  at  Divt- 

»ional  Head-Quarters  -  -  -       2 

The  8th  and  SSth  Regiments,  4th  Reserve 
Brigade  (less  a  battalion  8th  Regiment  at 
Dalny)  v  "  -  -         -       3 

lltfi  DimB^i^n: — 
The  43rd  Regiment     -  -  -  -      3 

Total 20 

DwtrilnUum  of  the  Artillery. — For  positions  of  the  batteries, 
the  Plate,*     The  2nd  Artillery  Brigade  placed  two  of  it« 

'twelve  batteries  at  the  di^poml  of  the  commander  of  the  11th 
Division^  whoee  artillery  coijsisted  entirely  of  mountain  batteries. 
Two  batteries  of  the  brigade  remained  under  the  commander 
of  the  Ist  Division.  The  remaining  eight  took  up  more 
advanced  positions*  on  the  night  25th/26th  October.  In  this 
pew  distribution^  a  complete  mixing  up  of  tactical  units  took 

^  place. 

The  Fighting  on  the  26^  October. — On  the  afternoon  of  the  30th 
26th  October  the  Ist  Di%nsion  attacked  the  advanced  trench  on 
the  slope  of  Sung-shu  Shan,  and  the  19th  Division  the  glacis 
tronch  of  Fort  ErU-luDg  Shan.  These  treuchos  were  not  blinded, 
but  had  earth  or  sandbag  traverses  at  short  intervab  and  sand- 
bag loopholes.  The  Japanese  advanced  parallels  were  in  each 
mm  some  thirty  or  forty  yards  below  the  objective. 


•  Set  Map  72. 
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The  Japanese  infantry  on  this  day  wore  khaki  coata  orar 
their  cloth  uniforms,  no  doubt  to  enable  their  arkillety  to 
distinguish  them  more  easily. 

During  the  morning  and  until  3  p.m.,  the  naval  gona  <mly 
fired  against  the  forts.     The  Russians  scarcely  replied. 

At  about  3  o'clock  the  Japanese  fire  became  more  intenae.* 
The  guns  mentioned  in  Appendix  1  opened  fire,  and  alao  a 
12-cm.  howitzer  battery  just  below  the  east  slope  of  Tu  Ta  Shaa, 
concentrated  their  fire  on  the  two  forts,  principally  on  Erii-lai^ 
Shan. 

The  field  batteries  of  the  artillery  brigade  fired  shrapnel  on 
the  Russian  trenches  situated  on  the  slopes  in  front  of  the  forts. 
The  2nd  Regiment  had  two  battalions  in  the  front  parallels  <^ 
Sung-shu  Shan  Fort,  and  one  battalion  in  reserve. 

At  5  pjn.  a  company  rushed  at  the  Sung-shu  Shan  treneh, 
and  entered  it  at  the  north-east  salient,  losing  hardly  any  men 
during  the  advance.  The  Russians  held  on  to  the  trench  to  the 
right  south-west  of  them,  and  had  not  been  dislodged  by  6  pjn. 

A  few  instants  later  a  company  belonging  to  the  18th  Brigade, 
9th  Division,  moved  on  that  portion  of  the  Erh-lung  Shan  glacis 
trench  which  is  opposite  to  the  centre  of  the  face.  (The  18th 
Brigade  had  three  battalions  detailed  to  attack  the  fort)  It 
was  followed  almost  immediately  by  another  column  of  similar 
strength  moving  a  little  further  to  the  right.  Here  too  very 
few  men  fell  whilst  advancing  against  the  trench.  They  appeared 
to  meet  with  some  resistance  after  entering,  and  three  more 
parties,  each  about  a  company  stron^^',  followed  close  on  their 
'heels.  Two  or  three  Japanese  shells  fell  amongst  them  despite 
the  fact  that  they  vigorously  waved  the  white  flags  with  red 
circle  in  the  centre,  which  are  supplied  for  this  purpose.  The 
reinforcements  did  not  enter  the  trench,  but  entrendied  them- 
selves below  it.  A  few  skirmishers  only  crossed  the  glacis  treneh 
and  threw  up  breastworks  on  the  artificial  glacis  between  it  and 
the  ditch. 

The  two  flanks  of  the  trench  could  not  be  occupied  owing  to 
enfilade  fire  from  the  rear,  apparently  from  a  machine  gun.  One 
Maxim  was  found  after  the  surrender  behind  the  Chinese  Wall, 
which  enfiladed  the  glacis,  glacis  trench  and  eastern  slope. 

At  5.15  p.m.  two  small  explosions  occurred  in  tha  oentra  of 
the  trench,  and  a  big  one  at  5.20  p.m.  in  the  portion  opposite  the 
west  of  the  face.  No  great  losses  seem  to  have  been  canaed 
by  them.  When  the  skirmishers  had  completed  the  breast- 
works, and  were  enabled  to  keep  the  enemy  s  fire  down,  some 
more  Japanese  infantry — probably  two  or  three  companies — 
went  up  and  began  digging  two  approaches  between  the  Mlvanoed 
parallel  and  the  glads  trench.  These  were  completed  in  a  very 
short  time,  the  enemy's  fire  being  only  desultory. 


*  See  Appendix  1,  page  454^  giving  details  as  to  artillaiy  taigata. 
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Ai  the  cotnmeneemeiit  of  the  fighting  the  Rus^ans  still  held 
th<;  west  side  of  "  G  *'  work  and  the  valley  to  th^  eotith  of  tb^ 
milvray  bridge  between  Erh-hrngShaa  and  Sang-ahu  Sban  hills. 
The  (5netny  dafend^  tliis  bridge  obBtinaiety*  It  m  supposed 
that  ther^  was  a  donrce  of  water  up  the  vh  lley.  At  this  point 
the  Japan  Bsegfiiiied  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  grotind. 
The  KussioDfl  made  four  cotmter-altucks  on  the  Sung^hu  Shjvn 
iri;i>cli  durmg  the  night,  but  did  not  suceeed  in  dislodging  the 
jApAnede. 

The  I  at  Division  to  this  Oghting  lost  140,  including  36  killed. 

The  9th  Division  at  Erh-lung  Shan  lost  some  300— chiefly 
emused  by  Russian  indirect  artillery  tire  after  the  trenches  had 
been  occupied* 

The  Fighting  on  the  ZOth  and  SUt  Odofjer.—Ou  the  28th  28th 
October  the  two  2**-cm*  howitSEera  north  of  Tuun-Bhan-tzu  hill 
kept  np  a  persistent  and  accurate  Are  ou  the  East  Chi-kuan 
Shan  group  of  works.     It  was  proposed  to  assault  these  on  the 
SOtb. 

Dewcription  of  the  Ea&t  Chi-kuan  Shan  Works^ — On  the  left 
(nouth-east)  of  thii  section  of  works  is  the  South  £ast  Chi-kuan 
Shan  Hatterjv  acme  40  feet  higher  thun  the  remainder  of  the 
group,*     Ita  annameot  constated  of — 

Two  6-inch  field  howitxere* 

Seven  heavy  3*4E4nch  field  guns. 

One  light  2*  95-inch  field  gun* 

Four  2  *  95-inch  naval  Q.F  gun?^. 

One  4 '7-inch  nnval  gun. 

The  frunt  slope  tjf  Enst  Chi-kuan  Shan  Battery  is  perfeetly 
i^l  by  three  of  thtj§e  piccos.t 

Roioi^  two  hundred  yanis  beluw  thti  crest  of  the  Emi  CTii- 
kuan  Shan  Batter^'  a  deep  trench  runs  round  the  bill  It  is 
blinded  by  strong  l^esnis  with  sandbags  or  earth  on  the  %opj 
and  cut  into  short  bngths,  partly  by  sharp  bends  in  the  contour 
of  the  hill,  anil  parily  by  tnivei-se»  t)f  sandbag  or  natnml  soil 

It  had,  therefore^  to  be  captured  stop  by  stepi  its  snudl 
width — ^ barely  three  feet  behiiid  the  l*anquette— rendering  this 
a  very  difficult  matter^  Under  the  banquette  are  bonibproofs 
iome  two  i'eet  high  and  six  feet  wide.     In  these  the  garriflon 

Id  dwell  in  coiiiparativa  security,  whilst  able  to  take  up 
jili*  pusi  at  ft  tnonient'®  notice.  The  trt'nch  ia  well  flanke<l  by 
South  East  Chi-kuau  Shan  Battery,  the  Cliinege  Walh  and  the 
"  Saiigar*''t  The  last  evidently  contained  a  Maxim  or  small 
f&libre  gun.  Dips  in  the  gi'ound  and  comuiuxucating  trencher 
"orded  covered  lines  of  retreat  Above  the  trench,  the  gfound 
at  a  slope  of  some  30  degi-ee^,  and  h  covered  with  loose 

ifa.  Some  twenty  yards  Ijcdow  the  top  \b  another  blinded 
trench,  Injiide  the  work  were  mounted  four  7'5-cm.  (2'95'inch) 
and  four  12«em.  (4*74nch)  guns,  besides  a  few  am&ller  pieces. 


^     Tl 


•  S<w  Maps  72  and  77  mid  PsnomtDi  10  (l).  t  See  Map  77. 
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This  work  was  a  most  formidable  one,  the  lower  timidi 
forming  its  chief  defence. 

Kobu-yama*  is  a  small  pimple-shaped  knob  (as  its  Japaaesa 
name  indicates)  with  a  trench  running  round  just  below  the  top 
and  another  trench  with  blindages  on  the  summit. 

"  Q/'  a  recently  constructed  work,  consists  of  a  blinded 
circular  trench  with  a  very  steep  slope  in  front  formed  partly 
by  excavated  earth.  A  straight  line  of  trench  runs  some  fifty 
yar(]s  in  rear.  The  gorge  is  open  but  shot  into  from  the 
Chinese  WaU  in  rear,  cu3  well  as  from  **  N ''  and  ''  R  "  works.  A 
few  field  gims  were  placed  in  it,  including  a  muzzle  loader. 

East  Chi-kuan  Shan  Nortii  Fort  is  a  permanent  fort  of 
irregular  hexagonal  trace.  It  is  provided  with  concrete  ooantor- 
scarp  and  gorge  galleries. 

''R"  work  is  a  battery  with  two  6-inch  naval  guns  on 
pivot  mountings  behind  shields,  besides  a  few  smaller  pieces  in 
rear. 

"  N  "  work  has  one  10*5-cm.  gun  on  the  road  in  rear  of  its 
crest,  one  similar  piece  on  the  top,  and  one  heavy  3*42>ineh 
field  gun. 

"  M  "  work  has  one  6-inch  naval  gun  on  pivot  mounting,  one 
10  *  5-cm.  gun  on  an  overbank  carriage,  and  two  6  *  6-cm.  field  guns. 

"P"  work*  was  formed  by  two  tiers  of  trenches,  with 
others  at  right  angles  running  back  along  the  contour  of  the 
spur  on  which  it  stood.  It  contained  at  least  one  3*  42-inch 
field  piece  and  one  or  more  machine  guns. 

Distribution  of  Troops  on  the  30ih  October. — For  the  attacks 
on  the  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  works^  the  infantry  of  the  11th 
Division  was  disposed  as  follows : — 

Three  companies  each  of  the  43rd  and    44th   Regiments 
remained  at  Head-Quarters  fTa  Eu  Shan){  as  a  divisional 
reserve.     The  remainder  of  the  44th  Regiment  were  in 
the  saps  in  front  of  *'Q"  and  Eobu-yama.    The   12th 
Regiment  were  to  attack  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  Battery,  the 
22nd  Regiment  the  North  Fort 
The  remainder  of  the  43rd  Regiment  were  placed  behind 
breastworks  some   1,500  yards  north  of   the   line   East 
Chi-kuan  Shan — South  East  Chi-kuan  Shan.     From  there 
they  fired  volleys  at  intervals. 
The  divisional  mountain   batteries  were  placed  east  and 
north-east  of  Ta   Ku  Shan.      One    battery    of   n./18    Field 
Artillery  Regiment   (Army    Artillery    Brigade)    was    on  tiie 
north-west  spur  of  Ta  Ku  Shan. 

The  9th  Division  detailed  IIL/35th  Regiment  to  attack 
"  P  "  work. 

bh  Oct.  The  Fighting  on  the  SOth  October.— On  the  30th  October  the 

line  of  works  between  Sung-shu  Shan  and  South  East  Chi-kuan 

•  Bee  Panorama  10  (b).  t  Bee  Map  72. 

X  Soath-east  comer  of  Map  72. 
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•iibjecied  to  fi  heavy  artillery  fire,  every  piece  that 
ecrnM  be  brought  to  bear  being  em  ployed. 

The  fir©  on  Forts  Erh-lung  Slxao  and  Sung-shu  Shan  was 
Mmewhat  leRs  heavy  than  on  the  works  further  eaat.  The 
fiii^  guns  opened  about  9  a.m.»  tire  became  general  and  much 
heavier  at  11  a.tn.  Between  1 2.30  p.m.  and  1  p.m.  a  perfect 
iornad0  of  sheik  was  poured  upon  the  forts.  The  recently  con* 
fftruetad  Japane'se  bomb  mortars,  made  of  bamboo,  fired  vigor* 
omly  from  the  advanced  parallel  into  the  enemy  a  trenchai<. 

Atkick  on*'  Q**  Work — At  1.5  p.  m.  there  was  an  outbreak 
of  infantry  fire,  and  directly  afterwards  a  force  of  about  a 
battalion  atfcficked  "  QJ'  Tlie  remaining  works  of  the  East 
Cbi-kiian  Shan  gi*oup  were  mraultaneously  attacked  a  few 
nitnnte^  later. 

Aboot  one  bittalton  took  part  in  the  first  ru^h  against  East 
Chi*kuan  Shan  Battery ;  the  ]iartieit  against  Kobu-yama  &nd 
the  North  Fort  were  slightly  snmUer.  The  men  on  the  slopes 
or''Q"werein  thick  h warms,  and  fell  fast  When  almost  at 
the  top  tliey  swerved  to  the  right,  and  came  under  a  heavy  rifle 
fine  from  the  Chinese  Wall  The  attack  came  to  a  complete 
^tiuidfitill  Men  formed  buneheii  or  lay  scattered  about  in  the 
ahell  eratera  For  the  rest  of  the  day  they  threw  hand- 
grenadea,  squirted  oil,  4kc.  The  enemy's  rifle  fire  and  hand- 
grenades  cau^lI  many  c^isualtia^,  Men  attempting  to  retire  ti> 
the  sap-head  were  almoist  invariably  i^hot  Ttie  slopes  were 
evacuated  by  the  Japanei^e  after  nightfall 

Attack  an  the  North  Fork — At  the  North  Fort  a  nmall  party 
got  tip  the  parapet  at  \M}  p.m.  It  couhl  not  get  over,  bow  ever, 
allhough  tbe  supports  lined  tbe  crest  of  the  glacia  and  fired 
All  the  men  on  the  parapet  were  hit  in  a  short  time. 

Atteu^  on  Kobu*f/ama, — On  Kobu*yania  the  Japanese  cap- 
ture«l  the  trench  running  round  the  hill  near  the  summit^  but 
the  Ku^sian»  remained  on  the  top. 

The  heaviest  loss  was  incurred  in  front  of  Eaat  Chi^kuan 
Shan  Batte^J^  A  large  party  of  Japanese  rushed  straight  at 
the  trench,  and  attempted  to  work  along  it  to  the  flanks.  At 
LI 5  p.m.  a  considerable  portion  of  these  left  the  trench  and 
tnade  for  the  top  of  the  work*  They  were  met  by  a  terrific 
enfilade  fire  of  shrapnel  and  by  fire  from  the  Ruasian  trendies 
and  parapet.  One  single  shrapnel  brought  down  the  officer 
eanyinst  the  regimental  colour  and  some  dozen  men  besides 
Tht*  hilbide  between  the  lower  trench  and  the  top  was  strewn 
with  corpses.  Nevertheless  a  small  party;  perhaps  twenty 
strong,  got  right  among  the  guns  on  the  parapet  Some  thirty 
tntiitsieB  later  they  ran  down  aingly,  only  one  man  reaching  the 
luJiead.  The  men  in  the  lower  trench  threw  grenades  uid 
tried  to  retain  possession,  but  at  3*15  p  m.  the  Russians  hw^I 
refrained  tlie  whole  trench.  This  days  fighting  cost  the  llth 
Di vision  15  officers  and  GS3  men.  By  far  the  greater  (lart  fell 
la  firoi3t  of  East  Cbi-kuan  Shan  Battery. 

1 1  ^ 
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Attack  on'^P"  Work.— The  9th  Division  seized  the  trench 
just  below  the  crest  of  ''  P "  after  a  short  fight.  '  At  about 
3.30  p.m.  a  panic  occurred,  and  the  troops  in  the  trench  rushed 
back.  They  were  turned  back  by  reserves  which  came  on,  met 
the  fugitives  at  the  wire  entanglement,  and  retook  the  trench. 

AttacJc  on  Stmg^u  Shan  Ditch. — Simultaneously  with  the 
above  attacks^  a  column  about  two  hundred  strong  left  the 
advanced  parallel  some  two  hundred  yards  north  of  Sung-shu 
Shan,  and  dashed  against  the  fort  through  a  narrow  opening 
in  the  wire  entanglement  on  the  glacia  They  at  once  came 
under  a  heavy  fire,  and  sustained  some  thirty  casualties  before 
reaching  the  ditch*  This  column  was  followed  by  a  second 
one  of  about  equal  strength,  and  by  a  third  one  some  eighty 
to  one  hundred  strong.  These  all  reached  the  ditch  with 
about  the  [?ame  proportion  of  casualties.  A  large  mine 
exploded  at  3.30  p.m.  near  the  face,  and  another  explosion 
occurred  at  4  p.m.  inside  the  fort.  The  Japanese  in  the 
advanced  parallel^  and  the  Russians  on  the  parapet,  kept  up  a 
sharp  musketry  fire.  A  few  Japanese  who  tried  to  mount  the 
parapet  were  instantly  killed. 

3l0t  Oet.  Recaptv/re  of  '*  P"  by  Riisaians  and  mihsequent  Recapture 

by  Japanesc-^rOn  the  night  80th/31st  October  the  Russians 
made  two  determined  counter-attacks  on  the  Japanese  in  the 
lower  trench  of  "P."  The  second  one  was  successful,  the 
Japanese  being  driven  back  to  their  advanced  parallel.  Major* 
General  Jchinoye,  commanding  the  6th  Brigade  (9th  Division), 
who  had  played  a  distinguished  part  in  the  capture  of  the 
Pan-lung  Shan  Forts  in  August,  led  forward  his  reserves,  and 
not  only  recaptured  the  trench,  but  took  the  entire  work,  which 
was  thenceforward  called  after  him. 

I  CaptuTA  of  Kobfi^ama. — Kobu-yama  was  ako  completely 
captured  by  the  11th  Division  troops  after  nightfall 

Fighting  on  the  Slat  October. — On  the  afternoon  of  the 
81st  October,  about  two  companies  of  the  11th  Division  again 
attacked  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  North  Fort.  This  attack  was 
preceded  by  a  vigorous  bombardment,  the  shrapnel  fire  from 
the  battery  on  the  north-west  slope  of  Ta  Ku  Shan  being 
especially  accurate. 

Attack  on  East  Chi-hian  Bhom  North  Fort. — At  8.26  all 
the  Japanese  troops  left  the  saphead  and  a  terrific  explosion 
occurred,  another  taking  place  at  4.20  p.m.  Directly  after  this 
the  Japanese  infantry  advanced.  A  small  party  reax^hed  the 
parapet,  but  could  not  get  over,  although  it  was  under  flanking 
fire,  probably  from  "  P  "  work.  The  Russians  poured  a  heavy 
machine  gun  fire  on  the  assailants^  which  caused  great  loss. 
The  Japanese^  however,  established  a  firm  footing  on  the  glacis. 

Losaea. — The  total  losses  from  the  26th  to  the  3Ist  October, 
both  days  inclusive,  were  51  oflScers  and  1,970  men. 
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Remarks  on  the  Operations, 

The  net  result  was  that  the  Japanese  had  captured  two 
small  works,  which  are  little  more  than  a  network  of  trenches, 
and  had  obtained  a  footing  on  the  edges  of  the  counterscarps 
of  the  three  permanent  forts  of  the  eastern  section.  From 
these  positions  they  were  enabled  to  undertake  mining  operations 
against  the  defences  of  the  ditches.  These  results  were  in  no 
way  commensurate  with  the  losses  incurred,  and  no  doubt  fell 
far  short  of  the  expectations  of  the  Japanese  Head-Quarters. 
The  operations  may,  in  fact,  be  said  to  have  ended  in  a  repulse. 

Several  faults  were  noticeable  in  the  execution  of  the 
attacks  described  above. 

(1)  There  was  evidently  a  want  of  previous  reconnaissance.* 
This  was  especially  the  case  at  East  Chi-kuan  8han  Battery 

and  the  North  Fort.  In  the  former  instance  the  strength  of 
the  Russian  advanced  trench  was  evidently  unsuspected  by  the 
Japanese^  although  they  had  suffered  heavily  when  attacking 
the  same  work  in  August.  It  was  hardly  shelled  at  all,  the 
artillery  firing  principally  at  the  parapet  and  the  batteries  in 

rearr**R,"-M,""N'0. 

The  difficulty  of  a  frontal  attack  up  the  slope  was  obvious, 
owing  to  its  exposure  to  cross  and  enfilade  fire.  It  would  have 
been  better  to  have  worked  up  to  it  from  the  direction  of  "  Q." 
It  Waa  thus  attacked  when  it  finally  fell. 

(2)  The  Japanese  artillery,  whilst  shelling  the  points  of 
attack  so  long  that  they  caused  casualties  amongst  their  own 
infantry  in  nearly  every  foase,  quite  neglected  to  turn  their  fire 
on  to  hostile  guns  which  played  on  the  storming  columns.  The 
enormous  losses  caused .  by  shrapnel  fire  on  iixe  30th  October 
bore  striking  testimony  to  the  efficacy  of  this  projectile  under 
favourable  circumstances. 

(3)  The  Japanese  inf£u:itiy  did  not  display  the  same  dash 
as  during  the  earlier  operations,  the  I2th  Regiment,  opposite 
East  Chi-kuan  Shan  Battery,  forming  an  honourable  exception. 
The  wear  and  tear  of  siege  warfare  was  beginning  to  tell. 

The  efficacy  of  bom.bs,t  whether  shot  out  of  a  gun  or  thrown 
by  hand,  was  amply  demonstrated. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  advanced  and  glacis  trenches  of  the 
works,  with  the  exception  of  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  Battery,  a 
special  case,  proved,  if  anything,  a  source  of  weakness  to  the 
defendera  Their  troops  were  easily  driven  out  and  the  trenches 
afiforded  valuable  points  dappui  to  the  enemy.  The  difficulty 
of  getting  men  to  fight  well  in  advanced  and  semi-isolated 
positions  was  very  apparent.  FJanking  fire  from  other  works 
would  seem,  generally  speaking,  to  be  a  more  efficacious  way 
of  defending  the  slopes  in  front  of  works. 

*  I  eodorse  this ;  bnt  reconnaiBsance  was  most  difficult. — ^Apsley 
Smith,  Colonel,  14.2.05. 

t  The  moral  effect;  I  am  not  so  sure  of  the  physical  effect. — Apsley 
Smith,  Colonel,  U.2.05. 
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APPENDIX  1. 


Objectives  of  Japanese  Artillery  as  allotted  during  the  Fighting 
of  the  26th  to  the  Slst  October  1904.* 

On  the  26th  October :— t 

The  four  28-cm.  howitzers  at  "  P  "  fired  on  Erh-luDg  Shan 

Fort. 
The  howitzers  and  mortars  in  Tung-ho-kou  valley,  "  K '' 

and  '*  L/'  fired  on  Erh-lung  Shan  and  Sung-shu  Shan 

forts. 
The  guns  at  "  N  "  and  howitzers  at  "  M  "  divided  their  fire 

between  the  two  above  forts. 
All  the  naval  guns  fired  on  Sungnshu  Shan  Fort. 

On  the  30th  October  :— 

The  guns  at  "N"  and  howitzers  at  "M"  fired  on  "H'* 

Battery,  Wang-tai,  and  Fan-lung  Shan  new  Battery. 
The  pieces  at  "  Q,"  "  S,"  "  V,"  and  "  W  "  distributed  their 

fire   over   the  ground    between  Wang-tai    and    East 

Chi-kuan  Shan  North  Fort. 
The  15-cm.  mortars  at  "  X  "  fired  en  "  Q  "  work  and  East 

Chi-kuan  Shan  Battery. 
The  indirect  fire  pieces  in  the  Tung-ho-kou  valley  ("  K  " 

and  "  L  "),  the  four  28-cm.  howitzers  near  Tien-pan-kon 

("  A  ")>  naval  guns,  and  Field  Artillery  Brigade,  fired  on 

Erh-lung  Shan  and  Sung-shu  Shan  Forta 

On  Slst  October  :— 
The  following  fired  on  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  North  Fort : — 
Mortars  from  "K,"  howitzers  and  mortars  from  "W," 
"  V,"  and  "  P." 

*  This  uraB  the  distribution  at  the  be^isning  uf  the  daT^B  operations. 
Targets  were,  of  coureei  changed  as  the  Bituation  demandea.<^  0.  Y. 
t  See  Map  72. 
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CLOSING  OPERATIQXS.  457 

(24)  Pbrt  Arthur.— The  Siege  Operations  from  the 
end  of  October  to  the  Fall  of  the  Fortress. 


Report  by  Captain  C.  A,  L.  Yate,  King's  Own  (Yorkshire 
Light  Infantry)..   Tokio,  26th  February,  1905.*    \, 


PlcUea. 

(1)  General  map  of  Port  Arthur  and  neigh- 

bourhood            -            -            -         -  Map  71 

(2)  Sketch  map  to  illustrate  operations         -  ,,     72 

(3)  Rough  plan  of  East  Chi-kuan  North  Fort-  ,.     78 

(4)  Rough  plan  of  Erh-lung  Shan  Fort         -  ,»     79 

(5)  „       sketches  of  Sung-shu  Shan  Fort  - '  „     80 

(6)  „  „         „  203-Metre  Hill    -  Panomma  13 


Changes  in  the  Disposition  of  the  Artillery  during  No'Oember 

and  December. 

The  moves  of  guns  are  shown  in  detail  on  the  map,f  the 
dates  being  written  alobgside  the  dotted  lines  drawn  between 
the  former — and  the  new  positions  of  the  pieces. 

The  following,  particulars  are  given  in  explanation  and 
addition  : — Early  in  November  some  of  the  naval  guns  ("F" 
and  "  G"  on  map),  and  some  direct  fire  siege  pieces  ("N"  and 
"  S  "  on  map),  were  pushed  forward  from  1,000  to  2,000  yards, 
to  shell  the  works  more  effectively.  The  2nd  Artillery  Brigade 
had  been  advanced  late  in  October.J  The  departure  for  the 
north,  between  the  14th  and  the  18th  November,§  of  the 
I7th  Field  Artillery  Regiment,  heul  reduced  its  strength  by  four 
6 -gun  batteries.  As  a  result,  some  o{  the  eminences  east  and 
west  of  Shui-shih-ying  were  occupied  by  ^two  or  four  guns 
instead  of  by  complete  battehes.  Continual  changes  took  place 
in  the  dispositions  of  these  guns  which  it  is  in^possible  to 
follow.  The  positions  occupied  are  marked  "  Field  "  on  the  map, 
the  dates  of  taking  them  up  being  given  where  possible.    . 

All  the  mountain  artillery  of  the  9th  Division,  and  soma 
of  the  11th  Division  were  advanced  to  the  south  of  the  railway 

*  This  report  should  be  read  with  the  Diary  for  the  corresponding 
period  (Eeport  16).-.0.  Y. 
t  See  Map  72. 

i  See  report  on  October  operations,  page  447. — 0.  Y. 
§  Compare  Diary,  page  397.--0.  Y. 
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(24)  P6rt  Arthur.— The  Siege  Operations  from  the 
end  of  October  to  the  Fall  of  the  Fortress. 


Eeport  by  Captain  C.  A,  L.  Yate,  King's  Own  (Yorkshire 
Light  Infantry)..    Tokio,  26th  February,  1905.*    \, 


Plates. 

(1)  General  map  of  Port  Arthur  and  neigh- 

bourhood            -            -            -         -  Map  71 

(2)  Sketch  map  to  illustrate  operations         -  „     72 

(3)  Rough  plan  of  East  Chi-kuan  North  Fort-  ,.     78 

(4)  Rough  plan  of  Erh-lung  Shan  Fort         -  „    7& 

(5)  ,,       sketches  of  Sung-shu  Shan  Fort  -^  ■  „     80 

(6)  „  „         „  203-Metre  Hill    -  Panomma  13 


Changes  in  the  Disposition  of  the  ArtiUery  durmg  NaOember 

and  December. 

The  moves  of  guns  are  shown  in  detail  on  the  map,f  the 
dates  being  written  alongside  the  dotted  lines  drawn  between 
the  former — and  the  new  positions  of  the  pieces. 

The  following  particulars  are  given  in  explanation  and 
addition  : — Early  in  November  some  .  of  the  naval  guns  ("  F  " 
and  "  Q  "  on  map),  and  some  direct  fire  siege  pieces  ("  N  "  and 
"  S  "  on  map),  were  pushed  forward  from  1,000  to  2,000  yards, 
to  shell  the  works  more  effectively.  The  2nd  Artillery  Brigade 
had  been  advanced  late  in  October.^  The  departure  for  the 
north,  between  the  14th  and  the  18th  November,§  of  the 
17th  Field  Artillery  Regiment,  had  reduced  its  strength  by  four 
6-gun  batteries.  As  a  result,  some  of  the  eminences  east  and 
west  of  Shui-shih-ying  were  occupied  by  .two  or  four  guns 
ipatead  of  by  compl(»te  batteries.  Continual  chimges  took  glace 
in  the  dispositions  of  these  guns  which  it  is  impossible  to 
follow.  The  positions  occupied  are  marked  ''  Field  "  on  the  map, 
the  dates  of  taking  them  up  being  given  where  possible. 

All  the  mountain  artillery  of  the  9th  Division,  and  soma 
of  the  11th  Division  were  advanced  to  the  south  of  the  railway 

*  This  report  should  be  read  with  the  Diary  for  the  corresponding 
period  (Report  16).— 0.  Y. 
f  See  Map  72. 

Bee  report  on  October  operations,  page  447.— 0.  Y. 

Compare  Diary,  page  397.— .0.  Y. 
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embankment,  in  many  cases  to  the  glacis  of  the  forts  and  even 
into  the  ditches.*  These  guns  were  more  usually  employed 
singly,  or  in  pairs,  than  by  batteries. 

After  the  capture  of  208-Metre  Hill,  two  28-cm.  howitzers 
(from  '*  T  "  on  map),  and  six  15-cm.  howitssers  (from  "  M  "  on 
map),  were  sent  thither  to  shell  the  harbour  and  new  town, 
as  were  also  two  15-cm.  naval  guns  ("  E"  on  map),  three  naval 
12-pounders  ("D"  on  map),  and  two  naval  12-cm.  guns"B'* 
and  "C"  on  map),  were  sent  respectively  to  Akasaka-yama, 
and  the  col  between  it  and  the  203- Metre  Hill. 

During  December  the  15-cm.  mortars  were  advanced  as 
follows : — 

(a)  One,  and  later  two, pieces,  to  "  P"  Work,  to  batter  the 

North  Fort  gorge  defences. 

(b)  One  in  each  of  the  two  Fan-lung  Shan  Works  to  batter 

the  Chinese  Wall. 

(c)  One  to  *'  G "  Work,  and  one  to  the  slopes  of  Sung-shu 

Shan,  to  batter  Fort  Erh-lung  Shao. 

The  rest  of  the  11th  Divisional  Mountain  Artillery  was 
placed  on  Hsiao  Ku  Shan,  on  the  slopes  of  Ta  Eu  Shan,  and 
on  the  low  ground  south-east  of  these  two  heights. 


Changts  in  the  Composition  and  Distribution  of  the  Besiegvng 
Army  dwring  the  same  Period, 

The  following  changes  took  place  after  the  1st  November 
in  the  Order  of  Battle,  already  submitted  (Appendix  2,  October 
operationsf ) : — 

1.  The  seven  12-cm.  field  howitzer  batteries  (twenty-eight 
pieces)  were  reconstituted  into  six  of  four  pieces  each,  lliis 
owing  to  some  of  the  howitzers  having  become  unserviceable. 

2.  The  Field  Artillery  Brigade  was  reduced  by  one 
regiment,  j: 

3.  Two  out  of  the  three  squadrons  of  the  1st  Divisional 
Cavalry  Regiment  left  for  the  norths  entraining  on  the  8th 
November. 

4.  Three  companies  of  engineers  reinforced  the  Army,  one 
going  to  each  division.  The  &n3t  (Guard)  company  arrived  on 
the  8th  November. 

5.  The  4th  Reserve  Brigade,  head-quarters  Hsiao  Eu  Shan,§ 
sent  one  battalion  38th  Reserve  Regiment  to  the  174-Metre 
Height,  where  it  came  under  the  command  of  the  general 
commanding  the  1st  Division. 

*  Oompare  aoconnt  of  operations  against  East  Chi-kuan  Sban.  North 
Fort,  page  462.-0.  Y. 

t  Bee  Dage  455.  J  Bee  page  397. 

§  Marked  on  Map  71,  bnt  not  on  Map  72. 
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6.  One  battalion  8th  Reserve  Regiment  was  detached  to 
Dahiy.*  The  brigade  commander  was  therefore  left  with  only- 
two  battalions  at  his  disposaLf 

7.  The  7th  Division  was  added  to  the  Port  Arthur  be- 
sieging army,  its  last  troops  disembarking  at  Dalny  on  the 
20th  November  and  moving  forward  by  route  mardi  on  the 
following  day.  This  division  consists  of  the  18th  Brigade 
(26th  and  26th  Regiments)  and  the  14th  Brigade  (27th  and 
28th  Regiments).  It  has  a  composite  artillery  re^ment  of  four 
6-gun  batteries,  two  field  and  two  mountain.  The  divisional 
cavalry  regiment  did  not  accompany  it,  but  the  six  mounted 
infantry  men  per  company,  which  form  another  unique  feature 
of  its  organization,  did.^ 

8.  During  the  fighting  for  the  203-Metre  Hill,  the  17th 
Regiment  of  the  8th  Division  was  temporarily  attached  to  the 
Third  Army  and  quartered  one  mile  west  of  IHen-pan-kou 
village.  One  of  its  three  battalions  was  placed  in  immediate 
reserve  to  the  troops  attacking  203-AIetre  Hill  during  a  part 
of  the  time.  It  was  not  engagM,  however,  and  the  regiment 
returned  northward  at  the  conclusion  of  the  fighting. 

The  OpercUions  against  the  Permanent  Forts,  Eastern  Sector. 

The  mining,  sapping,  and  other  operations  undertaken  with 
the  object  of  destroying  the  ditch  defences  and  parapets  of  the 
three  permament  forts  on  the  eastern  section  : — 

(1)  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  North  Fort, 

(2)  Erh-lung  Shan  Fort, 

(3)  Sung-shu  Shan  Fort, 

were  begun  during  the  latter  part  of  October. 

The  forts  were  respectively  taken  on  the  18th,  28th,  and 
31st  December,  in  the  order  given  above. 

For  the  sake  of  clearness  the  entire  narrative  of  these 
operations  is  embodied  in  this  section. 

East  Chi'kuan  Shan  North  Fort.^ — Towards  the  end  of 
October  the  Japanese,  having  brought  their  saps  up  to  the 
6th  parallel,  43  yards  from  the  glacis  crest^  began  tunnelling 
into  the  precipitously  steep  slope  of  the  glads. 

The  Russians  drove  out  a  countermine  from  ''  A  "  hoping  to 
get  under  the  Japanese  gallery.  They  misjudged  the  direction^ 
however. 

On  the  23rd  October  they  fired  their  mine  and  created  a  23rd  Oct. 
breach  in  their  own  gallery  by  which  the  Japanese  entered. 

The  face  counterscarp  gallery  is  divided  into  several  rooms  24th  Oct.. 
with   concrete  partitions,  ||   a  passage  running  in  rear.     The 

*  This,  or  a  portion  of  it,  went  earlier  in  the  siege. — 0.  Y. 

t  The  9th  Eeserve  Regiment  having  gone  north  in  October. — 0.  Y. 

t  Oompare  Diary  for  liOTember  20th,  paffe  898. 

§  See  Map  78.  ||  iSfee  section  Map  78. 
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Attack  on''P"  Work— The  9tb  Division  seized  the  trench 
just  below  the  crest  of  ^'  P "  after  a  short  fight. '  At  aboat 
3.30  p.m.  a  panic  occurred,  and  the  troops  in  the  trench  mshed 
back.  They  were  turned  back  by  reserves  v^hich  came  cm,  met 
the  fugitives  at  the  wire  entanglement,  and  retook  the  trenelL 

Attack  on  Sungshu  Shan  DitcL — Simultaneously  with  the 
above  attacks,  a  column  about  two  hundred  strong  left  the 
advanced  parallel  some  two  hundred  yards  north  of  Siuig-«hu 
Shan,  and  dashed  against  the  fort  through  a  narrow  opening 
in  the  wire  entanglement  on  the  glacis.  They  at  once  came 
under  a  heavy  fire,  and  sustained  some  thirty  casualties  before 
reaching  the  ditch.  This  column  was  foUoNved  by  a  second 
one  of  about  equal  strength,  and  by  a  third  one  some  eighty 
to  one  hundred  strong.  These  all  reached  the  ditch  with 
about  the  same  proportion  of  casualties.  A  large  mine 
exploded  at  3.30  p.m.  near  the  face,  and  another  ezploaioD 
occurred  at  4  p.m.  inside  the  fort.  The  Japanese  in  the 
advanced  parallel,  and  the  Russians  on  the  parapet,  kept  up  a 
sharp  musketry  fire.  A  few  Japanese  who  tried  to  mount  the 
parapet  were  instantly  killed. 

Lst  Oct.  Recaptv/re  of  '*  P"  by  Russians  and  subsequent  Recapture 

by  Japanese.— On  the  night  30th/31st  October  the  RoasiAns 
made  two  determined  counter-attacks  on  the  Japanese  in  the 
lower  trench  of  "P."  The  second  one  was  successfol,  the 
Japanese  being  driven  back  to  their  advanced  parallel.  Major- 
General  Ichinoye,  commanding  tlie  6th  Brigade  (9th  Division), 
who  had  played  a  distinguished  part  in  the  capture  of  the 
Pan-lung  Shaji  Forts  in  August,  led  forward  his  reserves,  and 
not  only  recaptured  the  trench,  bub  took  the  entire  work,  whidi 
was  thenceforward  called  after  him. 

'  Capture  of  Kobu-^ama. — Kobu-yama  was  also  completely 
captured  by  the  11th  Division  troops  after  nightfall 

Fighting  on  tfie  Slst  October. — On  the  afternoon  of  the 
31st  October,  about  two  companies  of  the  11th  Division  again 
attacked  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  North  Fort.  This  attack  was 
preceded  by  a  vigorous  bombardment,  the  shrapnel  fire  from 
the  battery  on  the  north-west  slope  of  Ta  Ku  Shan  being 
especially  accurate. 

Attack  on  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  North  Fort, — At  8.26  all 
the  Japanese  troops  left  the  saphead  and  a  terrific  explosion 
occun*ed,  another  taking  place  at  4.20  p.m.  Directly  after  this 
the  Japanese  infantry  advanced.  A  small  party  reached  the 
parapet,  but  could  not  get  over,  although  it  was  under  flanking 
tire,  probably  from  ''  P  "  work.  The  Russians  poured  a  heavy 
machine  gun  fire  on  the  assailants,  which  caused  great  loss. 
The  Japanese,  however,  established  a  firm  footing  on  the  glacia 

Losses, — The  total  losses  from  the  26th  to  the  Slst  October, 
both  days  inclusive,  were  51  officers  and  1,970  men. 
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Remarks  <m  the  Operations. 

The  Det  result  was  that  tlie  Japanese  had  eapttired  two 
mnall  works,  whi<*h  are  little  more  than  a  not  work  of  trenche?, 
mv\  hacl  obtametJ  a  footing  on  the  edg^  of  the  counterscarps 
of  the  three  [wrmaticfit  forts  of  the  eaatera  section*  From 
those  positions  they  were  enabled  touodertako  mining  operations 
HgninHt  the  defences  of  tha  *! itches.  Theae  reanlts  were  in  no 
way  cH>inmensurate  with  the  losses  incurred,  and  no  doubt  fell 
far  $hort  of  tfa«  expeetations  of  tha  Japanese  Henii-Qoiarteiii. 
Tho  Qperationg  may,  in  fact,  be  said  to  have  ended  in  a  repnlse. 

Several  faults  were  noticeable  in  the  execution  of  the 
attacks  dei^eri  l^ied  iibove. 

(1)  There  wna  evidently  a  want  of  previous  reconnaissance,* 
This  was  especially  the  <msf>  at  East  Clii-kuan  8han  Battery 

^id  the  North  Fort.  In  the  former  instance  the  strength  of 
tbd  Russian  advanced  trench  was  evidently  unsus|>ect0d  by  the 
Japanese^  although  they  had  iiiutfereil  heavily  when  attfU'king 
the  Mime  work  in  August  It  wns  hardly  shelled  at  all,  the 
artillery  tiring  principally  at  the  parapet  and  the  batteries  in 

The  ditheulty  of  a  fiontal  attnck  up  the  slope  was  obvious, 
owing  to  its  ei^posure  to  crom  imd  i:*nHlade  tire.  It  would  have 
been  la^tter  to  have  worked  up  to  it  from  the  diractian  of"Q*" 
It  mm  thus  attacked  when  it  tinally  fell. 

(2)  The  Japanesn  artillery;  wbili^t  shelling  the  points  of 
attack  so  long  that  they  caused  casualties  nmongst  tlicir  awn 
infantry  in  nettrly  every  case,  quite  neglected  to  uirn  their  firo 
ou  ttj  hostile  guns  which  |ilayed  on  the  storming  columns.  The 
enoniious  h)m$B  caused  by  shrapnel  fim  on  the  30th  October 
boi^  striking  testimony  to  the  efticacy  of  this  pi*ojectile  under 
favourable  circumstances, 

(3)  The  Japanese  itifnntry  did  not  diBpUy  the  same  daah 
la  during  the  earlier  operations,  the  !2th  Regiment,  opposite 
East  Cbi-kuan  8han  Battery »  fi»nning  an  lionourable  exce|»tion. 
The  wear  and  tear  of  siege  warfare  was  beginning  to  telh 

ITie  efficacy  of  b<jmbH,t  whether  shot  out  of  a  gun  or  thmwn 
by  hand,  was  amply  demon»trali:*d. 

On  the  nthcr  hand,  (he  advanced  anil  glacis  trench^  of  the 
wc-rks,  with  the  exception  i-f  East  Chi-kuati  Shan  Battery,  a 
upecial  c*idep  proved,  if  anything,  a  source  of  wi^akness  to  the 
dtfendara  Their  troops  were  easily  driven  out  and  the  trencbei 
affordetl  vahmble  ptnnts  tFappui  to  the  enemy.  The  difficulty 
of  getting  men  to  fight  well  in  advanee<l  and  semi4solated 
po4tioD9  was  very  apparent,  Flanking  fire  frt>ni  other  works 
would  aeem,  genemlly  speaking,  tc:»  be  li  Jiiore  erticiwioua  way 
of  defending  the  slopes  in  front  of  works, 

«  t  ondortd  ih\ii  hnt  reoonjiAtis&Doe  wa«  moit  difficult, — Apfley 
8miih,  CQloiieh  14^.05. 

t  The  monLl  eff^aot;  I  am  not  io  tare  of  the  phystOAl  offeot,^Apelef 
Bmiih,  Colofiol,  14.2.05. 
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APPENDIX  1. 


Objectives  of  Ja/panese  AriiUery  as  allotted  durimg  the  Fightimg 
of  the  2Qth  to  the  31  «e  October  1904.* 

On  the  26th  October :— t 
The  four  28-cm.  howitzers  at  "  P  "  fired  on  Erh-luBg  ShAQ 

Fort. 
The  howitzers  and  mortars  in  Tung-ho-kou  valley, "  K  ** 

and  "  L/'  fired  on  £rh-lung  Shan  and  Sung-shu  Shan 

forts. 
The  guns  at  "  N  "  and  howitzers  at  "  M  "  divided  their  fire 

between  the  two  above  forta 
All  the  naval  guns  fired  on  Sungnshu  Shan  Fort. 

On  the  30th  October  :— 

The  guns  at  "  N  "  and  howitzers  at  "  M  "  fired  on  "  H  " 

Battery,  Wang-tai,  and  Pan-lung  Shan  new  Battery. 
The  pieces  at  "  Q,"  "  S,"  "  V,"  and  "  W  "  distributed  their 

fire   over   the   ground    between  Wang-tai    and    East 

Chi-kuan  Shan  North  Fort. 
The  15-cm.  mortars  at  "^  X  "  fired  en  <'  Q  "  work  and  East 

Chi-kuan  Shan  Battery. 
The  indirect  fire  pieces  in  the  Tung-ho-kou  valley  C  K  " 

and  ''  L  "),  the  four  28-cm.  howit^rs  near  Tien-pan-kou 

("  A  "),  naval  guns,  and  Field  Artillery  Brigade,  fired  on 

Erh-lung  Shan  and  Sung-shu  Shan  Forts. 

On  31st  October  :— 
The  following  fired  on  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  North  Fort  :— 
Mortars  from  "K,"  howitzers  and  mortars  from  "W," 
"  V,"  and  "  P." 

*  This  ¥ra8  the  diatribntion  at  the  be^iuDiiig  uf  the  daT's  operationB. 
Targets  wei-e,  of  course,  changed  as  the  situation  demanded.-^  C.  Y. 
t  8^  Map  72. 


OCTOBIR,  1904. 


465 


CO 

§ 


9 


a 


5 

53 

•-a 


.a 


< 
n 


s 

o 


hi  I   il  '  i 


456 


PORT  ABTHVft. 


M 


t 
% 


CLC^ING  OPERATION'S, 


457 


(24)  Port  Arthur,— The  Siege  Operations  from  tlie 
end  of  October  to  the  Pall  of  the  Fortress. 


3RT  by  Captain  C.  A.  U  Yate,  King  8  Own  (Yorkshire 
Light  Infantry ).     Tokio,  26th  FehrnArv   U)05/ 


Plates. 

^    (1)  Conenil  miip  of  Port  Arthur  asd  lietgh- 

bourhood  *  -  •         -  Map  71 

(2)  Sketch  map  to  illaHtrate  operation*         *  „  72 

(3)  Rough  plan  *)f  Ea^t  Chi-kuan  North  Fort-  „  78 

(4)  Rough  plan  of  Erh-lung  Shan  Fort         -  ,♦  79 

(5)  J,       sketches  of  Sung-sIm  Shan  Fort  -  „  80 


(6) 


203*Metre  Uill     -  Panorama  13 


miufm  in  tfie  Dif^^ition  of  the  A  H tiler}/  during  Not^^nbfr 
mid  Dtcember* 

The  movfts  of  guns  are  itbowti  in  detail  on  the  map,f  the 
being  written  alongBide  the  dotted  lines  drawn  between 
the  former — and  the  new  positiooB  of  the  pieces* 

The  foUowing  particulars  are  given  in  explanation  and 
addition  : — ^Early  in  NoveiJil>er  Home  of  the  naval  gum  ("F" 
and  "  G'*  on  map),  and  some  direct  fire  siege  pieees  {"  N  "  and 
*'S  *  on  tnap)»  w*?re  puslied  forward  from  1,000  to  2^000  yard«, 
to  »hell  the  works  more  etfectively*  The  2nd  Artilkry  Brigade 
had  been  advanced  late  in  October.^  Tlie  departure  for  the 
north,  bv!twe»>n  tlie  14th  and  th<3  18t!i  N-  *  §  nf  the 
17th  Field  Artillery  Regiment,  ha* I  i'e<Juce<l  I(  th  by  four 

6<gim  baiteriea  Ah  a  result>  some  ji  the  eminQncofi  ea^t  and 
wSii  of  Shui-shib-ying  were  occupied  by  two  or  four  guna 
ijifltoad  of  by  ootnpleia  baitories*  Continual  changes  toc>k  placa 
in  the  Mi  ils  of  these  guns   wliich   it   is   iui possible  to 

follow.    '1  .lions  occupied  are  marke<l  '*  Field  "  on  the  map, 

Ihd  dates  of  taking  tltem  up  l>eing  given  wliere  po^ible, 

All  the  mountain  artillery  of  the  9th  Division,  and  some 
of  the  11th  Btviaion  were  advanced  to  the  south  of  the  railway 

*  Thit  F^pnrt  iboald  be  read  wtih  the  Otarj  for  i&Q  corr^ipoadfng 
ptHod  (Beport  ie).->0.  Y, 

t  S*w*  roport  on  O^bobor  eperationa,  pag«  447  ^C*  T, 
I  Compare  Diary,  pi^  w.^^,  Y. 
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embankment,  in  many  cases  to  the  glacis  of  the  forts  and  even 
into  the  ditches.*  These  gons  were  more  usoally  fonflayed 
singly,  or  in  pairs,  than  by  batteries. 

After  the  capture  of  203-Metre  Hill,  two  28-cm.  bowitsen 
(from  '^  T  "  on  map),  and  six  15-cm.  howitzers  (from  ''  M  **  oo 
map),  were  sent  thither  to  shell  the  harbour  and  new  town, 
as  were  also  two  15-cm.  naval  guns  ("E"  on  map),  three  naval 
1 2-pounders  ("  D  "  on  map),  and  two  naval  12-cm.  guns  *'  B  ** 
and  "  C "  on  map),  were  sent  respectively  to  AkasflJca-yama^ 
and  the  col  between  it  and  the  203- Metre  Hill. 

During  December  the  15-cm.  mortars  were  advanced  as 
follows : — 

(a)  One,  and  later  two,  pieces,  to  "  P "  Work,  to  batter  the 

North  Fort  gorge  defences. 

(b)  One  in  each  of  the  two  Pan-lung  Shan  Works  to  batter 

the  Chinese  WalL 

(c)  One  to ''  G "  Work,  and  one  to  the  slopes  of  Sung-shu 

Shan,  to  batter  Fort  Erh-lung  Shan. 

The  rest  of  the  11th  Divisional  Mountain  Artillery  was 
placed  on  Hsiao  Eu  Shan,  on  the  slopes  of  Ta  Eu  Shw,  and 
on  the  low  ground  south-east  of  these  two  heights. 


Changes  in  the  Composition  and  Distribution  of  the  Besieging 
Army  during  the  same  Period, 

The  following  changes  took  place  after  the  1st  November 
in  the  Order  of  Battle,  already  submitted  (Appendix  2,  October 
operations! ) : — 

1.  The  seven  12-cm.  field  howitzer  batteries  (twenty-^ht 
pieces)  were  reconstituted  into  six  of  four  pieces  each,  'fina 
owing  to  some  of  the  howitzers  having  become  unserviceable. 

2.  The  Field  Artillery  Brigade  wm  reduced  by  one 
regiment.]: 

3.  Two  out  of  the  three  squadrons  of  the  1st  Divisional 
Cavalry  Regiment  left  for  the  north,  entraining  on  the  8th 
November. 

4.  Three  companies  of  engineers  reinforced  the  Army,  one 
going  to  each  division.  The  &:9t  (Guard)  company  arrived  on 
the  8th  November. 

5.  The  4th  Reserve  Brigade,  head-quarters  Hsiao  Eu  Shan,$ 
sent  one  battalion  38th  Reserve  Regiment  to  the  174-Metre 
Height^  where  it  came  under  the  command  of  the  general 
commanding  the  1st  Division. 

*  Oompare  account  of  operations  aininst  East  Chi-kuan  Shan.  North 
Fori,  nags  452.-0.  Y. 

t  Bee  page  455.  X  Bee  page  397. 

$  llarkea  on  Map  71,  but  not  on  Map  72. 
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One  baitalioD  8th  R€Bi^rTe  Regim6ni  was  detached  to 
D&luy.*  The  brigade  commander  wm  therefore  left  with  only 
two  battalions  &t  hia  disposal  f 

7.  The  7  th  Divisit*!!  was  added  to  the  Port  Arthur  he- 
iii^iig  army,  its  last  troops  disembarking  at  Dalny  on  the 
SOib  November  and  moving  forward  by  i*oute  march  on  the 
foUowing  day.  This  division  conaists  of  the  13th  Brigade 
(2Sth  and  26th  RegimenU)  and  the  14th  Brigade  (27th  and 
28th  Regimeiita).  It  has  a  composite  artillery  regiment  of  four 
6*guii  batteries,  two  field  and  two  mouDtain.  The  divisional 
cavalry  regiment  did  not  accompany  it,  but  the  iix  mounted 
inlantiy  men  per  company,  which  form  another  unique  future 
of  Its  organization,  did«| 

8*  During  the  fighting  for  the  203-Metre  Hill,  the  17th 
K«^inent  of  the  8th  Division  wan  temporarily  attached  to  the 
Third  Army  and  quartered  one  mile  west  of  Tien-pao-kou 
village.  One  of  its  three  battalions  was  placed  in  immediate 
reserve  to  the  troops  attacking  203-Alotre  Hill  during  a  part 
of  the  time.  It  was  not  engaged,  however,  und  the  regiment 
returned  northward  at  the  conclusion  of  the  fighting. 


The  OperatioTis  against  ths  Permanent  Forts,  Eastern  Sector, 

The  mining,  sapping*  and  other  operations  undertaken  with 
die  object  of  deatroying  the  ditch  defences  and  parapets  of  the 
three  permament  forts  on  the  ea^stei^  section  : — 

(1)  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  North  Fort, 

(t)  Erh-lung  Shan  Fort. 

(3)  Snng-slm  Shan  Fort, 
were  begun  (luring  the  latter  part  of  October. 

The  forts  were  respectively  taken  on  the  18tb>  28th,  and 
31at  December,  in  the  order  given  above. 

For  the  sake  of  cleAmeas  the  entire  narrative  of  theac 
operationa  is  embodied  in  this  section. 

East  (Jhi-ktJutn  Sfian  North  Fari.^ — Towards  the  end  of 
October  the  JapiUie^<ie,  having  brought  their  sapa  up  to  the 
6th  parallel,  43  yards  from  the  glacis  crest,  began  tunnelling 
into  the  precipitously  steep  slope  of  the  glada. 

The  Russians  drove  out  a  counterraine  from  **  A  **  hoping  to 
get  under  the  Japanese  gallery*  They  misjudged  the  direction, 
however. 

On  the  23rd  October  they  fired  their  mine  and  created  a  23rd  QeM 
breach  in  their  own  gallery  by  which  the  Japanese  entenKL 

The  face  counterscarp  gallery  is  divided  into  several  rooms  S^th  Octai 
with   concrete   partitions, ||   a  passage  running  in  rear*     The 

*  Tliii,  or  a  portion  of  it,  went  earlier  in  the  Giege. — 0.  Y. 

t  The  dth  B«0erT6  Eegiiaent  bariag  gone  north  tn  October. — 0.  T . 

1  Oempartt  Diir/  for  Sorember  90lh,  pwe  398. 

I  5m  lUp  78.  II  8m  aictioD  Map  78. 
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Japanese  bcought  up  a  machme  gun  to  fire  along  thia.  Under 
cover  of  its  fire,  single  men,  carrying  sandbags,  entered  the 
gallery  and,  throwing  themselves  fiat  down,  pushed  the  sand* 
bags  with  their  heads,  thus  gradually  forming  a  breastwork. 
Some  were  shot  whilst  doing  this,  but  by  this  process  the 
Japanese  gradually  advanced  along  the  passage  ^nd  gained 
possession  of  the  rooms.  Their  progress  is  shown  by  chain- 
dotted  lines,  with  dates  opposite  to  them  on  the  sketch. 

Ii  Hov.  On  the  6th  November  a  sharp  fight  took  place  in  the  ooontw- 

scarp  gallery.  Steel  plates  as  well  as  sandbags  protected  the 
Japanese  working  parties.  A  mountain  gun  was-'brongfat  up 
by  the  attackers  ta  smash  down  the  obstacles  in  the  gallery. 

On  this  day  the  Russians,  by  throwing  explosives,  set  fire 
to  a  covered  passage  across  the  ditch  which  the  Japanese  had 
begun  on  the  1st  November  and  nearly  completed ;  tne  fire  was 
put  out  with. a  hose. 

thlTov.  The  Russians,  imagining  that  the  Japanese  were   sapping 

up  to  the  east  comer,  drove  a  mine  towards  ''  B,"  exploded  it, 
and  created  another  breach.  By  this  time  the  Japanese  had 
penetrated  sufficiently  towards  the  east  of  the  face  rallery  to 
enable  them  to  fire  down  the  eastern  fiank  ditch  and  gallery. 
They  brought  up  three  machine  guns  to  fire  down  this  ditch 
The  Russians  had  constructed  a  temporary  caponier  of  earth  and 
barrels  at  the  south  end.  The  gallery  was  unfinished  aud 
stopped  some  twenty  yards  short  of  the  southern  end  of  the 
flank.  This  gallery  formed  one  continuous  passage  inside,  but 
the  Russians  had  built  sandbag  partitions  (as  at "  X  "  in  the 
sketch). 

The  Japanese,  advancing  a  mountain  gun  to  the  north  end 
of  the  gallery,  battered  these  down  also. 

One  night  about  this  period  two  parties  of  engineers  (five 
men  each)  moved  along  the  ditch  and  gallery  (dotted  linea  in 
bketch).  The  ditch  party  blew  a  breach  in  the  gallery  wall 
at  "  Y."  Sandbags  had  previously  been  dropped  from  the  top 
by  the  Japanese  to  protect  the  working  party.  This  cleared  the 
enemy  out  of  the  northern  half. 

id  VoT.  ^he  ^^o  galleries  in  the  parapet  which  had  been  begun  after 

the  completion  of  the  covered  way  across  the  ditch  had  advanced 
4  to  9  feet.  By  this  date  the  whole  eastern  gallery  was  in 
Japanese  hands.  The  Russians  blew  in  the  end  at  "  D  "  when 
evacuating  it. 

»emb«r.  Early  in  December,  one,  and  later  two,  15 -cm.  mortars  were 

put  into  "  P "  Work  to  batter  the  concrete  gorge  galleries  at 
a  distance  of  400  yards. 

bh  Dec.  '-I'he  two  mine  galleries  with  several  branches  had  been 

completed  and  six  powder  chambers  prepared. 

On  this  date  General  Eondratenko,  a  colonel  of  engineers, 
and  seven  other  officers  were  killed  by  a  28-cro.  shell  whikt 
holding  a  consultation  in  the  gorge  gallery. 
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At    2.S0  p^m.   the   mines  under    the  parapet  were    fired.  18th  Deo. 
Three  big  explosions  practically  divided  the  parapet  into  twa 

The  Russian  machine  guns,  firing  on  the  gaps,  kept  the 
attacking  infantry  at  bay,  and  when  these  tried  to  extend  along 
the  parapet,  flank  fire  from  the  same  guns  obliged  them  to 
retire.  The  Japanese  captured  the  fort  at  11.50  p.m.*.  The 
spoils  were : — 

Two  47-mm.  Hotchkiss  (one  undamaged)  ; 
Two  2  •  4-cm.  guns  (Nordenf eldts  ?)  ; 
Four  Maxims; 

11,500  rounds  machine  gun  ammunition  ; 
80  hand-grenades. 

The  attacking  force  consisted  of : — 

The  22nd  Kegiment ; 

Two  or  three  companies  43rd  Regiment ; 

A  battalion  38th  Reserve  Regiment     This  last  effected  the 
entrance  into  the  fort. 
For  action  of  the  artillery,  see  Appendix.f 

Erh'lung  Shan  Fori.t — Three  shafts  were  sunk  at  Erh-lung 
Shan  to  blow  in  the  counterscarp  wall—one  opposite  the  centre 
of  the  face  and  one  near  each  comer.     On  the  3rd  November  3rd  Vot. 
the  central  shaft  had  re^hed  18  feet  and  each  of  the  flank  ones 
half  that  distance  below  the  ground  level.     The  following  day,  4t]i  Vor^ 
the  desired  depth  had  been  attained  in  the  centre,  but  the  work 
on   the  outer  shafts  was  seriously  delayed   by  rock,  the  sites 
having  to  be  changed.     By  the  8th,  four  shafts  had  reached  QikMefT. 
a  depUi  of  12  to  13  feet.    After  this  they  were  only  deepened  lath  Vot. 
8  to  12  inches  daily,  owing  to  the  presence  of  rock. 

At  3.30  a.m.,  sixty  Russians  attacked  the  Japanese  advanced  leth  Vor. 
trenches  from  two  directions,  but  fell  back  after  flfteen  minutes' 
fighting,  leaving  ten  dead. 

On    the   night    of   the    16th/l7th    two   Japanese  soldiers  iMh/lTtt 
descended  from    the    upper    storey    of   the   eastern    caponier  Vor. 
("  1 "  in  sketch),  which  had  been  captured  and  smashed,  into 
the  ditch,  cut  the  telephone  wires,  and  tested  the  stability  of 
the  escarp  soil     The  entire  western  caponier  (''  2 "  in  sketch) 
had  previously  been  destroyed. 

About  9  a.m.  on  the  20th  the  mines  against  the  counterscarp  SOth.Vor. 
were  fired  and  brought  down  the  wall  in  three  places  (the  left 
one  is  shown  in  the  sketch).  The  biggest  explosion  was  the 
left  one ;  here  the  cUbris  reduced  the  depth  of  the  ditch  from 
about  30  feet  to  some  14  to  18  feet§  The  Japanese  subsequently 
made  an  approach  across  the  ditch  to  the  parapet  through  the 
ddbins. 


^  Compare  Diary,  page  406  (December  ISth) — C.  Y. 
t  See  page  478.  t  Bee  Hap  79. 

§  Compare  Diary,  pase  897.    1  looked  down  on  the  debrii  through  a 
loophole,  and  did  not  reiuiao  its  height  aboTe  diteh  kreLM?.  T. 
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On  the  previous  night  19th/20th  November  the  enemy  tried 
hard  to  hinder  the  works  by  rifle  fire  and  by  throwing  exfioaivmL 
The  Japanese  employed  rectangular  wooden  frames  about  7  feet 
by  4  feet  with  stout  wire  nettmg  to  protect  themselves  against 
the  grenades.  Bundles  of  hay  had  also  been  piled  up  near  the 
sap-heads  with  a  view  to  crossing  the  ditch.  These  were  never 
used.  A  reconnaissance  of  the  parapet,  made  on  the  evening  of 
the  20th,  caused  a  great  outburst  of  artillery  fire,  the  Rusaians 
imagining  it  to  be  the  prelude  to  an  assault. 

Spth/Slst  On  the  following  night  a  covered  way  was  made  across  the 

^^^'  ditch  with  sandbags  and  a  roof  of  steel  plates,  and  ramps  were 

made  in  the  escarp  and  counterscarp.  The  enemy  opposed  these 
works  energetically,  especially  duiing  the  night  22nd/23rd 
November.  They  were,  however,  completed  before  the  general 
attack  on  the  26th  November. 

d6th  Vov.  On  that  day  the  parapet  was  partially  occupied  by  5  p.m. 

but  the  assailants  were  ejected  again  by  midnight. 

11th  Bee.  Five  galleries  were  constructed  in  the  parapet,  one  opposite 

the  eastern  caponier  comer,  then  two  together  further  west^ 
then  one  close  to  the  communicating  gallery  (see  sketch),^  and 
lastly,  one  still  further  west. 

16th  Dec.  These  galleries  had  been  driven  frbm  17  to  36  feet  under 

the  parapet,  and  powder  chambers  were  being  prepared.  By 
the  28th  December  some  galleries  had  attained  a  length  of  over 
40  feet. 

22nd  Dec.  On  this  day  the  enemy  burnt  33  feet  of  one  gallery  by 

throwing  combustible  materials   into   the   entrance.      On   the 

28rd  Dec.  following  day  he  began  countermining  between  the  central  and 
eastern  galleries. 

25th  Deo.  On  the  25th  this  work  ceased,  and  a  similar  attempt  was 

made  against  the  right  gallery. 

28th  Dec.  -^t  10  a.m.  on  the  28th  the  mines  were  fired  with  very  good 

effect.  Three  storming  parties  immediately  crossed  the  ditch. 
Fire  from  machine,  mountain  and  light  field  guns,  as  well  as 
a  shower  of  grenades  thrown  by  the  enemy  on  the  cavalier, 
kept  the  attackers  at  bay  for  hours.  They  lay  in  crowds  on 
the  slopes  at  **  3  "  and  ''  4  "  (see  sketch),^  exposed  to  enfilade 
artillery  fire  from  An-tzu  Shan  and  I-tzu  Shan  Fortsf  which, 
however,  fired  little.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  the 
Japanese  dug  two  emplacements  (see  sketch*)  and  placed 
mountain  guns  in  them  to  combat  the  enemy's  pieces  inside  the 
work. 

At  4.30  p.nL  the  infantry,  of  whom  some  one  thousand  to 
one  thousand  two  hundred  were  lying  on  the  exterior  slopes, 
rushed  across  the  parapet. 

By  7.30  p.m.  they  had  captured  the  work,  although  some 
fifty  Russians  in  the  gorge  resisted  till  3  a.m.  on  the  29th. 

•~£f0e]£sp79.  f  See  Map  71. 
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Soum  of  the  liefdDders  hid  in  the  casemate  in  rear  of  th^  face  H 

panipei      The    Japanesa   traiaed   a   macliiae   guii  ou    to    the  H 

eotraoee  and  prevented  their  escape.  H 

llie  garrison  eonRisted  of  X./2€ih   Ea.^t    Siberian    Riflea —  H 

500  Btitmg — and  some  aaitora.     Nearly  250  of  them  were  buried  I 

(ill  the  d4^€.  fl 

The  Japan^e  had  1,000  casualties.  V 

Thej  captored : —  I 

^         Four  15-cnK  guns  on  siege  camagea  I 

■        Eight  ''small  calibre"  {3* 42-inch)  field  guns.  I 

■        Tlurtj  37-mm.  Hotchkias  guns.  I 

K       One  2 '  9-inch  mountain  gun.  I 

■       One  muzzle-loading  gun.  ■ 

Several  Maxim  guns.  fl 

The  18th  Brigade  (19th  and  S6th  Regimen ta)  attacked  the  I 

fori,  each  regiment  having  two  battalicms  in  i-eserve.     The  Idth  I 
B^ment  bore  the  brunt  of  the  fighting* 
8um^~^u  Shan  Fort* — On  the  gl^icia  crest  of  Sung-shu  Shan  SOtli  Oa 
Fort*  three  shafts  were  dug  directly  after  tbe  fighting  of  the 

30th  October,  when  the  Japanese  penetrated  as  tar  as  the  ditcli  ■ 

{$ee  *•  ft,  '*    *  W  **  c, "  «  d  '*  on    sketch) ;    *'  a "  and  **  c  *'  shafts.  ■ 

which  were  constrtit^ted  first,  hit  ap'>n  the  concrete  roof  of  a  fl 

counterscarp  gallery  of  whose  exi^stettce  the  Japanese  ap{>ear  to  H 

have  been  unaware.    This  necesBitated   the  shaft  being  driven  H 

haekwards  (a«e  dotted  line,  aectton   1-2  on  sketch)*     'Hie  right  ■ 

flbaft  was  ftirther  delayed  by  rock.     The  left  shaft  was  com-  ML 
pleted  on  the  4tli  November. 

On  the  6th  Novemljer  another  sh.aft  ("  d  "  on  sketch)  was  6tJi  Vor. 
sunk  at  the  left  centre  and  completed  on  the  13th  November. 

H  On  the   14th  Novemt^er  I  defended  the  lafit-tiamed  shaft  i4tk  IToT^ 

^  It  was  some  25  feet  deep  and  8  feet  in  diameter.  The  under- 
ground gallety  conn ee ting  the  shafts  hati  receeses  for  powder 
dmrgos  every  1 2  ti>  20  feet. 

The  mines  wei^  all  fired  at  23(1  p.m.  on  the  I7th.t  The  I7tlL  Fov 
aaatem  portion  of  the  counterscarp  gallery  (shaded  in  skeieb) 
was  reiluced  to  ruin^,  but  in  tbe  centre  two  mmea  failed  to 
explode,  and  the  soliil  brick  revetment  withstood  the  foree  of 
tJie  explosion,  which  destroyed  some  of  the  Japanese  advanced 
trenehes,  but  only  made  a  hole  in  the  roof  of  this  portion  of 
the  gallery. 

L         The  Japantise  had    worked    along  the  undestroyed  portion  SlvtVoTi 
■  of  the  gallery  (towanb    "e"    in  ^^keteh)    and  completed  their 
'      prcpamtions  for  blowing  in  the  inside  wall^that  looking  into 
the  ditch. 

The  enemy  brought  up  small  calibre  guna  to  fire  into  the  31flt/ii&4 
<lileh,  lint    the    Japanese   kept  down   this   fire  by   thrawing  ^^^* 
«xplo«9ivifa.    On  the  night  of    the   21st/22nd   November    the 


» 
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charges  against  the  inner  gallery*  wall  at  ^^^'  werd  ex^ploded 
two  exits  being  made  into  the  ditch.  The  enemy  began  ominter- 
mining,  but  his  works  were  stopped  by  the  Japanese  working 
against  them. 

2nd  Not.  After  this  the  Japanese  made  a  series  of  attempts  to  gain 
0  10th  access  to  the  parapet.  They  made  a  rough  bridge  of  planks 
^•^'  resting  on  wooden  trestles  reaching  half-way  up  to  the  tqp  of 

the  ditch.  Russian  guns  from  Ying-tung-tzu  and  An-tzu  Shan* 
destroyed  this,  and  the  attempt  was  abandoned  as  impracticable. 
The  communicating  gallery  to  the  interior  of  the  wcirk  was 
neutralized  by  blocking  up  the  loopholes  and  working  into  it 
from  the  counterscarp  gallery.  The  Russians  finally  evaeoated 
it,  blocking  it  up  under  the  parapet  by  an  explosion.  A  covered 
way  across  the  ditch  was  made  of  two  rows  of  sandbags  roofed 
with  steel  plates.  These  were  continually  being  destroyed  by 
the  Russian  artillery  fire,  causing  many  casualties  and  neces- 
sitating repairs  nearly  every  night.  Nevertheless  the  assailants 
reached  the  parapet  by  this  means  and  began  constmcting  mine 
galleries  under  it. 

7th  Dec.  The  Russians  at  once  made  attempts  to  hinder  the  work, 

and  at  3.30  a.m.  on  the  I7th  an  explosion  took  place  above  tiie 
right-hand  ^-llery,  probably  caused  by  the  firing  of  a  counter- 
mine. The  Russians  immediately  attacked,  some  twelve  of  them 
advancing  along  the  ditch.  They  were,  however,  repulsed.  The 
mines  were  fired  at  10.10  a.m.  on  the  Slst  December. 

list  Dec.  The  Japanese  artillery  immediately  opened  a  heavy  fire,  and 

five  minutes  later  the  infantry  ascended  the  parapet.  A  second 
explosion  occurred  a  few  minutes  later — probably  caused  by  the 
accidental  firing  of  a  magazine — and  blocked  the  gallery  leading 
from  the  counterscarp  to  the  gorge.  Some  160  of  the  defenders 
wei*e  thus  entombed.  At  midday  the  remainder  hoist-ed  the 
white  flag,  2  officers  and  160  men  were  thus  taken  prisonera 

The  Japanese  losses  were  150,  principally  caused  by  artillery 
fire.  A  prisoner  gave  the  strength  of  the  garrison  at  300,  but 
some  accounts  put  it  at  500.f  Earlier  it  was  reported  to 
consist  of  three  companies. 

The  2nd  Japanese  Regiment  carried  out  the  attack. 

The  Assaults  on  the  Eastern  Defences  during  November. 

K8rd/a4th  On  the   night  of  the  23rd/24th   November  the   III./12th 

'^^'  Regiment  made  an  attack  on  the  advanced  trench  of  East 

Chi-kuan  Shan  Battery  and  actually  held  part  of  it  for  some 
hours;  they  were  finally  ejected  with  heavy  loss. J 

I6tli  Nov.  On  the  26th  November  another  general  assault  was  made  on 

the  whole  eastern  sector ;  the  plan  was  the  same  as  for  that  of 

•  See  Hap  71.  t  Compare  Diary,  pftin  406. 

:  £re«Map72.  *^* 
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Ibft  8$th  to  the  ^  1st  October,  a»  wns  aim,  with  slight  exceptions, 
tbo  distribution  of  tlie  attackii^  troopfi.  This  fighting  will  be 
dealt  with  in  thro©  purta  : — 

(a)  The  attiicks  on  the  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  Works. 

(b)  The  advance  against  the  Cidnese  Walh 

(o)  Th*f  attacks  uu  FortB  Erh-lung  Shan*  Song-shu  Shan 
and  the  Sung^shti  Shan  New  Battery. 

The  infantry  assaults  were  preceded  by  a  general  bombard- 
ment, similar  to  that  on  the  30th  October,  the  objectives 
allotted  to  the  gons  bein^  the  same. 

The  explosion  of  a  large  mine  at  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  North 
Fort  was  thn  Bignal  for  the  assault,  and  iui mediately  afterwards 
the  infantry  Rwarme<l  out  of  tlie  Hap-hea4ls  (12.45  p.m.), 

77te  Attack  on  the  Etmt  (*hi*kuan  Shun  Works. — At  this 
portion  of  the  line  attacks  wert*  mude  on  :^ 
(i)  Eiist  Chi-knan  Shan  : 
(ii)    *  Q  "  Wc.i  k  ; 
(iii)  the  North  Fort 

(i)  About  a  battalion  moved  against  the  advanced  trench  of  (i), 
advancing  by  rushes  of  companies,  at  intervals  of  a  few  nunuten 
to  a  cjnarter  of  an  houn  The  attackers  were  greeteil  liy  a 
^rrible  ivutburst  of  nfle  and  Mnxim  Hre^  as  well  an  by  entilfiriing 
irapnel  from  Sooth  Ei\st  Chi-kuan  Shan  Battery,  which  firod 
even  more  ettectively  than  it  did  on  the  SOtli  October.  About 
half  the  a^Hsaulting  party  fell  between  the  sap-head  and  the 
a^lvanced  hostile  trench,  a  distil  nee  of  barely  fifty  yanls.  They 
were  twice  driven  out  of  the  trench,  but  returned  in  diminishing 
numliers.  This  attack  was  most  gallantly  carried  out.  At 
9  p.m.  only  ih*a<l  mu\  wounded  were  left  on  the  slope. 

At  9  pjn.  the  Japanese  retook  part  of  tlie  trench,  being  finally 
repulMKl  at  2  a.m,  on  the  27tli  Noveml>er, 

(ii)  Al)ont  a  compsmy  attacked  (ii),  some  of  the  men  getting 
over  tJie  parapet.  Tbey  never  returned.  Grenade  throwing 
aad  bayonet  fighting  took  place  on  tbe  creat.  Both  here  and 
at  (i)  the  enemy  threw  grenades  cliargeil  with  petroleum. 
Tbese  burnt  very  brightly  for  a  few  seconds,  and  then  exploded 
vialently.  scatt<.ring  burning  fragrnentfi  all  around* 

(iii)  At  (iii)  a  ftmall  jiarty*  perhaps  fifty  raeu,  advanced  from 
the  left  (eastern)  sap  made  &gain**t  the  North  Fort,  which  enda 
in  a  deep  nuarry-like  hollow.  ITiey  tried  to  get  into  the  ditch, 
but  got  cAUgUt  in  a  wire  entanglement  on  the  glacis  and  wer© 
mostly  hit. 

Some  four  hundred  men  attacked  the  face  parapet  of  the 
fort,  sonu*  of  them  glutting  over  it.  Hand*to*hiind  fighting  t<x>k 
ploca  on  the  top.  Mo^t  <tf  the  attackers  here  spent  the  rest  of 
the  day  in  a  crater  on  the  exbTior  slope.*  These  attacks,  which 
very  half-he»irt*Ml  compared  to  those  on  (i).  likewise  ende<l 
( complete  failure. 


*      5029*^ 
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According  to  statistics  issued  the  following  afternoon,  the 
attacks  on  these  three  points  cost  52  officers  and  1,119  men,  a 
figure  which  was  subsequently  found  to  be  below  the  marlc 

The  Advance  against  the  Chinese  WaU. — From  West  ?an- 
lung  Shan  a  party  whose  strength  could  not  be  estimated 
advanced  against  the  Chinese  Wall  and  got  as  far  as  this.* 
Here  tliey  were  checked  by  machine  gun  fire  and  by  reinfoirce- 
ments  from  Wang-tai,  most  of  them  being  killed  or  wounded. 

The  Attacks  on  Forts  Erh4ung  Shan  and  Sung^hu  Shan 
and  on  Sun^-shu  Shan  New  Battery.— A  small  portion  of 
Sung-shu  Shan  Fort  was  held  for  a  short  time,  as  was  also 
part  of  the  parapet  at  Erh-lung-Shan,t  but  by  midnight  the 
assailants  had  been  dislodged. 

In  addition  to  the  troops  of  the  1st  Division  (attacking 
Sung-shn  Shan)  and  of  the  9th  Division  (attacking  Erh-lung 
Shan)  two  battalions  of  the  25th  Regiment  (7th  Division)  were 
engaged  at  the  former  fort  and  a  third  battalion  of  the  same 
division  against  Erh-lung  Shan.  These  were  the  only  troops 
of  this  newly  arrived  division  which  took  any  part  in  the 
day's  fighting. 

The  attack  on  Sung-shu  Shan  Fort  had  been  greatly 
hindered  by  flanking  fire  from  Sung-shu  Shan  New  Battery. 
This  battery  formed  part  of  a  crescent  shaped  group  of  trenches, 
running  from  Ying-tung-tzu,  past  the  gorge  oif  Sung-shu  Shan 
Fort  to  the  railway,  shout  one  mile  south  of  the  fort.  Wire 
entanglements  ran  in  front  all  the  way. 

Along  the  Ying-tung-tzu — Sung-shu  Shan  gorge  portion  were 
mounted  — 

Four  15-cm.  howitzers. 

One  10  •  5-cm.  gun. 

One  47-mm.  Hotchkiss. 

In  the  battery  itself  there  were — 

Two  10*  5-cm.  guns  on  field  carria^, 

One  3 '  42-inch  field  gun  inside  a  blindage, 

One  75-mm.  quick-firing  gun, 

Two  more  3 '42-inch  field  guns, 

Six  Hotchkiss  Q.F.  guns. 

And,  some  1,000  yards  southward,  two  more  field  guna 

The  strength  of  the  work,  however,  lay  in  the  erofta-fire 
from  rifles  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  its  exposed  dopes 
from  trenches  close  by. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th  November  volunteers  were 
called  for  from  each  division  to  make  a  night  attack  on  this 
battery ;  two  thousand  of  these,  under  Major-General  Nakamora 
commanding  2nd  Brigade,  1st  Division,  started  to  atta^  the 
work  from^the  railway  embankment  immediately  below,at  10  pjn. 

*  Compare  Diary *whiob  states  that  the  Japanese  captured  a  portioa. 
~C.  Y. 

t  Chmjmre  Diarj^  end  of  NoTemibeir,  p«4(«  ^^^.— ^.  Y, 
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Thev  reached  a  wire  entanglement  which  runs  about  twenty 
yEmti  helow  the  summit  Further  progress  was  impossible, 
and  At  2  am.  on  the  27th  Nuveuiler  tbey  were  withdmwn, 
mfter  losing  over  50  per  cent.,  incUiJing  Genaral  Nakammti, 
aeverely  wounded.  The  negotiatioofi  for  an  armistice  to  bury 
the  dead  failed,  and  the  bodies  lay  in  hea[>s  on  the  slopes  of 

■  the  hill  until  somts  days  after  the  surrender,  emitting  a  sickening 
^L_s£each.  The  night  26th  27th  Noveml:)er  was  very  frosty,  the 
^^SMMWilher  continuing  throughout  all  the  suc<^eding  week's 
^^B||l&ig^p  bo  tliat  nuujeix>us  wounded  must  have  perished* 

The  total  losaeii  during  tliis  eighteen  houi-s'  fighting  reached 

■  4,000. 


Tft€  Capture  of  20Z-Metre  Hill^ 

Description  of  the  Defmice^. — The  defences  of  203-Metro 
Hillf  ooimsted  of— 

(i)  Two  main  lines  of  wire  entanglements  running  right 
round  the  hiU,  witti  shorter  lengths  running  up  and 
down  the  alopas  in  places, 
(ii)  Twatrencties  lunnin*^'  right  round  the  hUL 
(ill)  Two  stune  and  ^uidliug  breastworks  on  the  summite* 


I 


(i)  Tlie  wire  entanglententu  were  of  plain  steel  wire  with 
fragile  wooden  htakew  abotit  3  feet  high.  They  hail  been 
largely  demolishe^i  by  the  Hre  of  28-cnL  howitzers  before  the 
AfclAcka  took  place. 

(ii)  The  lower  trench  was  wide  and  shalhiw  nnd  ii'  '^.d 

with    traverses   of    any    kind;     it    w^yi    eviilentiy    n^  d* 

Bt^tweon  the  lower  trench  and  the  base  of  the  hill,  the  liusaiana 
had  placed  a  number  of  fongasses  conaxstiug  of  box€&  filled 
with  olack  pebble  powder  and  fired  by  electricity. 

The  slope  between  the  two  trenches  is  very  ste^,  especially 
on  the  north-eafit  aide  (left  in  skelch),  whe^e  it  attaina 
35^  10  45"^*  On  this  side  the  ground  jut»  out  in  front  of  the 
tn^nch^  at  some  [^K}int(i,  obliging  the  defenders  to  construct 
sniall  '*sangars'*  for  individual  rillemen.  Even  theae  could  not 
search  all  the  gmund,  the  dead  portions  of  whidi  proved  of 
grnat  service  tu  the  attacking  troopa 

T^e  natural  soil  is  hard  and  stony,  but  rouad  the  trenchea 
the  excavated  aoiI  uiakes  movement  somewhat  difficult 

The  upper  trench  had  been  so  battered  by  howitzar  shells 
that  lift  original  shape  was  difficult  to  recognize.  It  had  been 
tmntsed  at  intervals  of  about  twenty  feet  by  natural  earth  b&nka 
The  trench  here  waa  key-shaped,  and  ceaaed  tmmediatclv  in  reaj* 


[if  the  tfBireiMa. 


t  Ooo^^Ate  fioon  on  Bapu^mbor  opetatiieni,  pagoii  4S7  and  488«  and 
Panorama  9.»0.T. 

Q  V*  % 
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Rough  Plan  of  iOS-Metre  Height  Defences  {exdudvng 
Enfanglemenia). 

The  remains  of  three  stout  casemates  were  observable 
along  the  west  front  of  the  hill ;  they  consisted  of  vertical 
round  beams  some  twelve  inches  in  diameter,  on*  which  were 
placed  rails  and  sleepers  surmounted  by  sandbags  and,  in  some 
cases,  steel  plates  resembling  locomotive  footplates  (perh^M 
taken  from  the  engine-rooms  of  ships).  The  floor  was  sunk 
well  below  the  level  of  the  trench,  the  loopholes  being  very 
little  above  its  ground  level.  At  the  sides  and  ends  were  loop- 
holed  steel  plates  specially  intended  for  the  flanking  fire  of 
machine  guns.  A  short  peissage  led  up  a  ramp  from  tike  case- 
mate to  a  shelter  in  rear,  where  the  garrison  evidently  lived. 

(iii)  The  two  breastworks  on  the  summit — one  on  each 
peak — commanded  the  approaches  from  each  end.  At  the 
south-west  end  the  ground  between  the  position  and  Bidge 
180*  is  swept  throughout  by  fire  from  casemate  a'  (see  plu 
above).  The  north-east  side  and  Akasaka-yama  knoll  afford 
each  other  reciprocal  flanking  defence. 

Akasaka-yama  has  a  breastwork  on  the  top  similar  to  that 
on  the  main  height.  Some  fifty  yards  down  the  slope  is  a 
trench  of  the  usual  key-shaped  pattern,  with  natural  earth 
traverses.!  The  perpendicular  sides  were  reveted  with  sand- 
bags in  places,  but  the  shaly  soil  mostly  stood  without 
support. 

From  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  yards  below  this  trench  (the 
intervening  ground  sloping  gently )  tiie  Japanese  had  constmcted 
a  stone  breastwork  forming  three  sides  of  a  rectangle.^     Their 

♦  See  Map  72. 

t  The  trace  of  the  trencheB  and  wire  ent«Dp;leinentB,  hoth  here 
and  on  the  main  hill,  is  faithfully  represented  in  the  profile  sketch 
(Panorama  11)  att»che<l.— C.  Y. 

I  Mistaken  for  sandbars  by  all  the  attaches  when  watchmg  the  fight- 
iiig.    Compare  Diary ,  28tn  "N  o^vomber .— C .  "^ . 
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iroaps  U\y  behind  thia  for  nearly  a  week,  sii Bering  gi^eaily  from 
glWftcii'S  whicti  the  RuHsian^  threw  atuongfjt  them.  From  our 
dbwrvatioti  post,  bodiea  coulJ  occawionally  be  seen  hurled 
several  feet  into  the  air  when  these  exploded. 

Plan  of  jitiack, — It  was  intended  to  capture  the  knoll 
Akagaka-yama  before  attacking  the  height,  to  s^ave  the  troops 
oppoeite  the  latter  fi*om  Ijeiiig  enfiladed  ;  the  task  pro  vet  I  too 
dimeiilt,  however.  The  Japanese  actually  sufftred  much  loss 
fn>m  this  enfi lading  fire* 

I  Th€  Fighting, — The  uitack  on  l>oth  bills  Kegan  early  on  tlie  28tk  Nov, 

S8th  November,*     On  this  day  the  following  Japanese  guns  ■ 

firod: —  M 

Four  2 8 -cm,    howit^ei's  from   Tien-pau*kou  ( '  A ''   oq  tlie  ^^H 

I            map),t  ^^H 

I        Tiiree  12*€m.  howitzer  battier  I  eB,  fiituated   respectively  at  ^^H 

■          HsiEio-tung-kou,    Tai-ping-kou,    and  east    of   Ntimako-  ^^| 

I          yama,  ^^H 

I      Two  9-cm.  mortar   b^itt^ries    (not  shown   on   map)   from  ^^H 

■           near  Tai-ping-kou.  ^^H 

P       Ai  2  p,m.  some  thirty  man  dragg^l  a  field-piece  to  the  ^^| 

right  of  the  peak  immediately  west  rjf  Height  174,  whence  it  ^^H 

Ieontinueil  to  shower  shrapnel  on  203-Metre  Uill  till  the  end  of  ^^H 

the  fighting.  ^^H 

Kor  infantry  iittackitig  unitei  me  Diary  for  this  rlute,^  and  ^^H 

akoti*hes    attached    thereto.      Two    battalions   26tb  Regiment  ^^| 

remained   in  reserve   in   the  saps   from    10.30    aan*    ttll    the  ^^| 

afternoon.  ^^W 
On  this  day  the  remaining   battalion   26th  Regiment  and  39tk  Hon 

the  entire    28th    Regiment  were   sent  from    in    rear    of   the  ■ 

Japanese  centime  towards  203-Metre  Hill*  ^^H 

Pali  of  the  1 5th  Regiment  relieved  the  38tli  Reserve  detach-  ^^H 

ment  at  Akaaaka-yaina.      These    troops  were   in   their   turn  ^^H 

relieved  at   3  a.uu  on  tlie  30tli  November    hy  one  battalion  ^^| 

t6th  Regiment,  the  28th  Begiment  relieving  the  troops  opposite  ^^| 

203^Metre  HUl  ^H 

Tlie  Japane«ie  on  the  29th  November  held  the  up])er  trench  ^^| 

on  the  nonth-weit  aide.     In  the  centime  and  on  llie  north-eust  ^^H 

the  Russians  remained  in  possession.     From  4  pjn.  till  7  p.m.  ^^H 

tlie  tamniit^  wcte  occupied.  ^^| 
For  the  coui^ee  of   the  lighting,  Bee,  Dlai^y  for  thin  date.§  30tli  WM 

The  Ru8KiAu  trenches  wer*3  heavily  shelled  by  the  7th  Division  I 

liatttTtes  on  Ridge  180.     The  howitz^ern  likewise  fired  a  great  m 

denU     The  Ist  Division  gunners  were  largely  used  as  stretcher-  ^^H 

bearera,  their  piecen  being  for  the  moat  [mrt  inactive.     On  this  ^^H 

day  1  noticed  our  system  of  crawling  and  of  advancing  by  twos  ^^H 

and  threes  tried  by  the  infantry  moving  against  the  northeast  ^^| 

-      *  For  dAtnilM  of  ih«  flgfating,  tre  Biftrj  for  llifti  date,  t*^^^  ^^-  ^^H 

i              Y  8^^^  Mftp  73.                ;  Page  WU                |  Pago  402.  ^H 
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peak.  Large  bodies  of  men  carrying  bundles  of  empty  Mud- 
bags  came  up  during  the  afternoon  to  construct  approtches. 

Ist  Dec.  On  the  1st  December  the  Russians  heavily  shelled  the  slopes 

of  203-Metre  HiJl  and  Ridge  180.  The  Japanese  during  the 
previous  night  had  placed  a  tield  battery  in  deep  gun-pits  dug 
in  a  ploughed  field  some  six  hundred  }  ards  west  of  Tai-ping- 
kou,  and  pointing  towards  Pigeon  Bay.  These  guns  did  not 
fire,  and  their  position  was  almost  indistinguishable  a  few 
hundred  yards  off. 

For  progress  of  approaches,  aee  the  sketch  attached.* 
On  each  bide  of  tbe  newly  constructed  sandbag  panq)et  oo 
the  souch-west  slope,  heads  were  seen  appearing  and  disappear- 
ing and  pieces  of  rock  flying  over  the  top.  The  Japanese 
again  held  part  of  the  summit  till  3  p.m.,  when  they  retreated. 
The  Japanese  in  their  ofiicial  accounts  gave  the  1st  December 
as  the  date  of  the  final  capture  of  the  hill,  this  version  being 
generally  accepted  in  Euro[)e.  The  Russians  were  not  ousted 
till  the  5th  December,  so  that  their  version  (Uth  December)  is 
the  more  accurate. 

2nd  Dec.  ^^^  progress  of  approaches,  8ee  the   panorama  attached* 

The  28-cm.  howitzers  from  Tien-pan-kou  vigorously  shelled  the 
north-east  peak. 

3ird  Dec.  Two  battalions  27th  Regiment  moved  from  the  centre  to  the 

vicinity  of  203-Metre  Hill. 

4th  Dec.  The  17th  Regiment  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  fighting.t 

5th  Dec.  ^ov  the  attack  this  day  the  dispositions  of  the  troops  were 

as  follows : — 

26th  Regiment  of  13th  Brigade  opposite  Akasaka-yama. 
25th  Regiment  of  13th  Brigade  in  reserve  near  Ist  Division 

Head-Quarters  Hill. 
14th  Brigade  against  203-Metre  Hill  with  one  regiment  in 

reserve. 
One  battalion  17th  Regiment  in  reserve  west  of  Namako- 

yama. 
Foi-  details  of  fighting,  set  Diary  for  this  date.  J 
Two  Russian  attempts  to  recapture  the  hill  failed 

Remarks  on   the  Fighting, — Noticeable  points  about  the 
fighting  were — 

1.  The  value  of  fresh  troops  for  a  difficnlt  enterprise.     The 

1st  Division    troops    were    decidedly    "jumpy,"    and 
evidently  "  played  out" 

2.  Even  the   flimsy,   half-destroyed,   plain    wire   entangle- 

ments greatly  impeded  the  attackers.     This  feature  has 
been  observable  tnroughout  the  siege  warfare. 

•  PanQrama  11.  t  She  Map  72.  %  See  page  408. 
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3,  Th©  dtifences^ao  fotmidable  in  Septembers-could  not 
withstatid  thd  28-cin.  howitzer  tire.  The  shells  had 
Utted  the  &tottt  supportiog  timbers  of  the  iiuprovised 
easem&tifi  bodily  out  of  the  ground^  and  hod  largely 
obliterated  the  excavations*  Here,  of  all  places,  a 
p<.'niianent  fort  would  seem  to  bav*^  been  iiecesBary. 
Am  usual,  the  Japanese  most  carefully  conceubd  their 
artillery,  aod  the  guns  used  indirect  fire  iu  most  casea 

It  may  further  be  notetl  that  the  scabbards  of  the  Japau&se 
officers,  though  Cfjvered  with  brown  cloth  or  leather,  were  easily 
dtsiitigui»hable  at  a  dktance  of  1,500  to  2,000  yardsi  against 
their  yellow  cloaks,  bb  they  ran. 


Tht  Conclvdififf  Ojnration$* 

After  tl^e  capture  of  203-Mrtre  Hill,  the  Japanese  made 
various  changes — 

(a)  in  the  digpOHition  of  their  guns. 
(fc)  in  that  of  their  infantry. 

For  (a),  see  Diary,  the  0th  Deeeiiilier  to  the  24tli  January, 
the  first  section  of  this  Report  f 

Regarding  (6).  The  7th  Division*  whidi  during  the  fighting 
had  been  moved  by  ^Iriblet^  until  the  whole  of  it  was  on 
the  extreme  rights  occupied:  (1)  Akii.saka-yama  kriuH  ;  (2) 
203- Metre  Hill ;  (3)  the  hill  700  yards  south  of  203-Metre  IHll ; 
\\)  Ridge  ISO;  (5)  a  portiosi  of  tlie  low  gi'ouud  west  of  the 
above  heighis.  Its  hf'ad-iiuarUfiis  were  at  ran-clua-tun,  one 
mile  north-west  uf  174-Mctre  Height. 

lUnghts  174,  131 J  Niunako-yiima,  and  tlie  liei<;hts  north  and 
north- wt*st  of  it,  contiiiued  to  be  ht.dd  by  1st  iJi^iyion  trocjps. 
TliTfi  division,  however,  jn<>vt?^i  it**  mnin  Mtrengtfi  eaiitward,  iv,, 
to  the  lino  <>f  heights  west  of  Slun-shih-ying,  t*^  the  Shui-shih- 
yiiig  vallry,  and  around  8uiig*!^hu  Shaii  Fort, 

From  the  ^hui-shih-yiiig  beights,  Rapping  was  iKgiin  a^itnsL 
l-tzu  Shan.  The  outfKJst  line*  running  we*it  from  ISO  Mt^tn? 
ridgo  to  Pigei>n  Uiiy^  whith  hn*l  fornK^rl}'  l>een  hiVlil  by  the 
1st  Re«erv<j  Brignd*^  (Irst  Division)  only.  w«3  conMiderabfy 
&trengtt)€ued  by  tlie  inclusion  of  7  th  Division  troof)^,  and  lionct'- 
forwwrd  Hssuuied  the  oftlnsive.  The  Russians  after  the  1uh*» 
of  203- Metre  11  Ul  e%actiutod  all  the  8urixiunding  heigbis  and 
retired  to  tlie  liiict  An-tzu  Shiuu  I  i.  West  Tii-yang-kou, 

Kou-chani^-t?5u,  Ta  LiU'Chia^tun,  Pi^  vy- 

On  tlie  6th  December  the  7th  Division  patrol«  occupied  a  Sth  Dtc< 
height  550  yai-'  h  of  Chin-chia-tnn,  which  had  been  held 

by  ft  Russian  j»i  ^  nee  August, 

At  9  a.m.  on  the  17th  December  the  same  dtvision  captured  l^thl 
Chlu*hsieh  Shan  alinost  without  reaiatance* 


»  Sm  Kmp  7-2 
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bh  Dec.         On  the  18th,  at  8  p.m.,  two  companies  of  the  27th  Eask 
Siberian  Rifles  made  a  counter-attack,  but  were  repulsed  at 

1  a.m.  on  the  1 9th  December. 

During  the  next  few  days  all  the  low  hills  round  Pigeon 
Bay  fell  into  Japanese  hands. 

For  the  captures  of  Fort  East  Chi-kuan  Shan,  Erh-lung  Shan, 
and  Sung-shu  Shan,  see  Diary  of  the  18th,  28th  and  Slst  Decem- 
ber, also  the  section  "  Operations  against  the  Permanent  Forts," 
of  this  report. 

MtBec.l  During  the  night  31st  December  1904/lst  Januaiy  1905, 
'^^^'  scouts  reported  to  Major-General  Ichinohe,  commanding  6th 
Brigade  (9th  Division),  that  the  Chinese  Wall  opposite  the  line 
Pang-lung  Shan — Erh-lung  Shan,  as  well  as  the  heights  south 
of  it,  were  weakly  held.*  He  accordingly  advanced  of  his 
own  initiative  and  captured  ^*H,"  and  Pan-lung  Shan  New 
Battery,  during  the  early  morning. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  January  two  battalions  of  his 
brigade  attacked  Wang-tai,  a  battalion  of  the  44th  Regiment 
(11th  Division)  co-operating  from  the  east;  two  companies  of 
this  actually  attacked. 

At  3  p.m.  the  Japanese  artillery  opened  a  heavy  fire  on 
Wang-tai  ;t  flag-waving  by  the  infantry  on  the  slopes  caused 
this  fire  to  cease  about  fifteen  minutes  later,  when  an  isolated 
infantry  scout  crept  up  to  the  crest.  He  returned,  and  next  an 
officer  with  some  twentj'^-five  men  advanced.  The  officer  was 
mortally  hit,  but  most  of  the  party  entered  the  entrenchment  at 
the  summit.  Almost  immediately  a  large  mine  explosion  took 
place,  which,  however,  caused  practically  no  damage.  The 
Japanese  remained  in  possession. 

Late  that  evening  the  11th  Division  took  *'Q  "  Work.     At 

2  a.m.  the  enemy  blew  up  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  Battery,  a  block 
of  concrete  weighing  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  being 
hurled  two  hundred  yards  down  the  slope.  The  Japanese  occupied 
the  work  directly  afterwards. 

"M,"  "N,"  and  "R"  Works  likewise  feU  into  their  hands 
before  morning. 

On  the  following  day  hostilities  ended  with  the  capitulation 
of  the  fortress. 

The  Japanese  casualties  during  the  last  day's  fighting  were 
quite  insignificant,  the  11th  Division  only  losing  40  men, 
including  10  killed. 


*  Compare  Diary  for  the  Ist  and  2nd  January.— 0.  Y. 
t  See  Map  72. 
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List  of  Objectives  assigned  to  the  Artili.ery  during 
the  several  attacks  of  this  period  * 

A.  On  the  26th  November :  same  as  on  the  30th  October  (see 
Appendix  1  to  October  operation  report).t 

R  Attacks  on  203-Metre  Hill : 

(a)  Four  28-cm.  howitzers  from" 

Tien-pan-kou 

(b)  Three   12-cm.   howitzer  bat- 

teries -  -  -  ^Fired  on  the  hill. 

(c)  Two  9-cm.  mortar   batteries 

exclusive     of     divisional 
artillery 

C.  Attack  on  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  North  Fort : 
(a)  Four    28-cm.    howitzers    at" 
«« p  " 

(6)  Two     28-cm.    howitzers    at 

/  \   lo         V  i«xT"    fOn  "H"  Work,  Pan- 


■On  the  fort  itself. 


tery,  and  Wang-tai. 


Over  the  ground  be- 
tween Wang-tai  and 
the  fort. 


(a)  12"5-cm.     Krupp     guns    at 

(6)  Six   12-cm.  bronze    guns  at 

"S"        -  -  -[ 

(c)  Four  batteries  15-cm.  mortars  | 

at  "  V  "  and  "  W  "  -J 

D.  Attack  on  Erh-lung  Shan  Fort : 

(a)  28.cm.  howitzers  from  "O  '^  j^^  ^j^^  ^^^ 

/k\  OQ         u      -A        c        «  A  "   i  ^^  ^^^  An-t2u  Shan 
(6)  28-cm.  howitzers  from  "  A      |     ^ ^  j_^^^  gj^^ 

E.  Attack  on  Wang-tai,  January  Ist : 

(a)  28-cm.  howitzers  from  '*R" 

and"T" 
(6)  Indirect  fire-pieces  "  K  "  and 
"  L.'*    All  naval  guns 
The  above  particulars  furnished  by  the  Head-Quarters  Staff 
Third  Army. 


On  Wang-tai  and  ad- 
joming  ground. 


•  0MMap72. 
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(25)  Russian  Cavalry  Reoonnaissance  on  the 
Japanese  left  flank,  May  1905. 


Report  by  Colonel  W.  H.  Birkbeck,  C.B.,  24th  May,  1905. 


Plate. 
Russian  Cavalry  Reconnaissance,  May,  1905  -  Map  81. 


l8t  to  15th 
May. 


17tli  May. 


ISth  May. 


19tlL  May. 


The  Japanese  outpost  line  runs  ea^twaids  from  the  Mon- 
golian boundary  line  a  few  miles  north  of  Kang-ping.*  From 
the  beginning  of  May  the  Russian  cavalr)'^  in  front  of  this 
line  had  displayed  considerable  activity,  and  by  the  loth  it 
became  evident  that  there  was  a  large  mounted  force  with 
guns  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Liao  River  on  the  Ta-min-timf- 
Kang-ping  road.* 

On  the  17th  May  about  50  Russian  squadrons  were  observed 
advancing  southwards  at  a  point  some  15  miles  north  of 
Kang-ping.*  Coming  in  contact  with  the  outpost  line,  these 
squadrons  sheered  oft*  to  their  right  with  the  evident  inten- 
tion of  passing  round  the  Japanese  left,  and  on  the  18th  May 
appeared  in  its  rear.  On  that  day  two  Japanese  field  hospitals 
south  of  Kang-ping*  were  captured.  San-tai-tzu,  occupied  by 
Japanese  infantry,  was  unsuccessfully  attacked,  and  the  Russian 
force  bivouacked  around  Fang-chia-tun. 

On  the  19th  May  the  Russian  cavalry  moved  southwards  in 
tliree  columns,  of  which  the  left  came  in  contact  at  11  a.m.  with 
a  Japanese  battalion  occupying  Ku-ehia-tzu.  South-east  of 
Ku-chia-tzu  were  posted  two  batteries  of  the  corps  artillery, 
and  to  cover  their  left  two  more  Japanese  battalions  took 
position  outside  the  Fa-ku-men — Hsia-min-tun  road.  The 
Russian  cavalry  which  had  been  visible  in  front  of  this  posi- 
tion all  day  drew  off  at  evening,  and  the  Japanese  decided  to 
make  a  night  attack  upon  their  bivouacs,  which  they  expected 
to  find  near  Man-chu-tun.  Concentrating  at  Ku-chia-tzu, 
the  attacking  force  advanced  at  nightfall  on  Man-chu-tun,  but 
failed  to  find  the  enemy.  In  the  absence  of  any  Japanese 
cavalry,  the  infantry  were  compelled  to  carry  out  their  own 
reconnaissances,  and  infantry  officers'  patrols  and  mounted 
Chinese  "  farmers "  were  sent  out  to  locate  the  Russian 
positions. 

*  1 6^  miles  north  of  Fakn-meu. 
t  100  miles  south  of  Fa-ku-men. 
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It  was  not,  however,  till  3  a^iii-  on  the  luoruiug  of  the  20th  ^Oth  Mi 

11^3*   that  the   Bussiuna    were  uHcert-ained    to   be   situated   as  J 

foUows  : — The   maiti   bof  ly   iit   Ta'shaii-txtt ;    500   tncn  at  Ta  ^^B 

FatigHihen ;  eoveriiig  fmiiy  at  Hniao  Fung-fiheQ.  ^^M 

I       The  dbtance  frigid  MaD*ehii-tuo  and  the  intervening  null  aim  ^^B 

I  made  AH  atUick  under  cover  of  darkness  no  h-nger  possribb ;  H 

Bt'ilL  <iarkne>ii4  or  not,  the  Japanese  determined  to  adsnme  the  I 

offenftive.     It  was  5  a.m.  before  the  head  of  the  coIuidd  entered  ^^| 

llmtio  Fani^-Bheti,  whieh  tlie  Hn^sian^  hrul  vacated  in  the  night  ^^M 

iTa  Fang-shen  was   alKO  untetianted,  but   Uussiao  scouts  were  ^^ 

I  watching   it   from    the   surrotmdinjj    hills.      As   the   Jaj^anese  ^J 

[  entered  Ta  Fang-^hen  the   li!jfi&Lan»  were  observed  advancing  ^^M 

from  Ta-ahaji-t/Ji,  whi^re  their  main  \>otly  had  i^pent  the  night  ^^M 

Doiihtlea«    the    weakneiis    of    tlie    JapaneKti    abi    they    entered  ^^H 

Ta  King-*' hell  ^they    ha^l  only  live  eom|mnies  and  m*  giinn —  ^^H 

wafi  plainly  evident  to  the  Rngsian  scouts,  and  emboldened  tiie  ^^H 

KuMHiauH  to  atta.ck.     AdviineiniTi  in  an   egtiinated  i^trt^ngtli    u(  ^^M 

r  2.000  6aV»ri^8,  they  funiiid  a  line  en vr loping  the  village  in  a  ^H 

I  nemicircle  to  the  south   and  wetit,  and  liisniounting  at  2,000  ^^M 

yardi  attacked    on  foot     Their  advance  was   disorderly,  in  a  ^^ 

atragglitig   line  with  MupportB  iu   reur,  and  they   opened   fir«»  I 

At    i.'iOO   yanls,     GLK>d    cover   waa  available   to    witldn   some  H 

TOO  vards  of  the  village,  sheltered    beliind  tlie  walla  nf  whicli  I 

the  Japanese  sutlVrod  little  or  no  loss,     At  700  yard?*  the  cover  I 

I  oeaEtedi   and    the   Russians   coinnienced    to   advance   acrn>s;^  the  ^^M 

I  open  ;  the  Japanese  lot  them  C4>tne  uithin  000  yiirdi*  before  they  ^H 

I  litoppod  thetn  with  a  heavy    tire,    which  dmve   them  l^ack   to  H 

shelter  with  severe  loss.     Those  Ruasianfi  whfj  could  ^ot  back  ■ 

to  their  liorses  by  sheltered  way  a,  white  thoBe  who  could  imt  H 

,  retire  further  without  oxpoflure  remained  liehind  tlie  cover  they  ■ 

had  taken.  H 

I         The  Japanese  then  divided   tlieir  fire,  aotne  continuing  t^)  H 

engage  the  n*en  who  were  ladiind  cover,   while   a  portion  tiretl  ^^| 

McttOQ  Tolleys  at  the  led  hc»r8e.s.  ^^(Mue  of  which  bad  appnj^ched  ^^M 

to  1^500   yards.     ThcHe   vollcyn  threw   the  led  hor.^ea  int*i  con-  H 

fumon,  but  with  the  help  oi"  moniited  nien  they  were  withdmwn  H 

out  of  range,  where  thi*ir  riders  joined  iheni  witli  diBienlty.  I 

Tht  aaiioB   ended   at  11    a.ni,,    »nd    l>y  notjn   there   wer^  no  I 

Rttjisijina  in  siglit*     The  latter  lost  SCO  killed   and   woundid<  I 

I  the  Jaj>an€*8e  h>aa  was  insigniticaiit     No  artillery  was  euipkijed  I 

against  the  village,  ■ 

The  BussiauB  appear  to  l^ave  split  tip  in  the  early  morning  ■ 

jnto  three  partiea,  the  first  column  going  south  towtirds  Bsin-  ■ 

niin-tunf  tljt*  second  mjuth-eaQt  towards  San-nittin-cliuan,  w^hiio  I 

the  third  remained  in  observation  alK>ut  Ta-Bhan*tKij,and  fought  I 

the   action   above  descriljed.     Of  the    JajMiiu^-sc   Hne  of  com-  B 

munication   troops   cmL^   regiment   stationed    at  Ta-kn-chia-t^,u  I 

had  uieniiw  bile  taken  up  a  pj&ition  along  the  hilla  west  of  that  I 

place,  and  a  brigade  from  Han-mien *chuan  had  occupied  tliereby  H 

aa  lyxtenttivu  line  frc»m  Kung-eliu-tuu  along  the  hit  la  towardit  H 
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Ta-ku-chia-tzu.  The  second  Russian  column  attacked  the 
Ta-ku-chia-tzu  regiment,  and  two  squadrons  succeeded  in 
passing  through  a  gap  in  the  line,  and  cut  up  a  convoy  on  tlie 
road  1]^tween  Ta-ku-chia-tzu  and  San-mien-chuan,  burning  some 
twenty  or  thirty  Chinese  carts  with  stores.  The  first  Russian 
column  was  repulsed  by  the  line  of  the  San-mien-chuan  brigade 
in  spite  of  the  artillery  fire  which  they  brought  to  bear  upon 
it.  On  the  night  of  the  20th  Uay  the  thi'ee  columns  assembled 
and  bivouacked  around  Hsiao-tai-tzu. 

At  1  p.m.  a  Japanese  divisional  cavalry  regiment  (3  squadrons) 
joined  the  infantry  at  Ta  Fang-shen,  and  the  same  afternoon  the 
Cavalrj'  Brigade  (8  squadrons)  reached  Ta-tun  aflber  a  march  of 
over  30  miles,  and  communication  was  established  between  tiie 
two  forces. 

Sf  ay.  I^  ^^  o^  course,  impossible  for  the  Japanese  to  gauge  the 

Russian  intentions  for  the  21st,  but  they  determined  in  any  case 
to  attack  them  with  both  the  Cavalry  Brigade  and  the  Mixed 
Brigade.  The  former  therefore  advanced  along  the  Man-nen 
Ho,*  while  tbe  latter  followed  the  Hsin-min-tun  road.  On 
reaching  Ting-chia-fang-shen  the  cavalry  of  the  Mixed  Brigade 
met  three  Russian  squadrons,  before  whom  tbey  retured, 
drawing  them  on  to  the  infantry  at  Ta-shan-tzu.  The  infantry 
fire  delivered  at  short  range  drove  the  Russian  cavalry  back 
on  Ting-chia-fang-shen,  whence  it  turned  north-west  to  the 
Kung-chu-tun — ^Ta-tun  road,  where  it  was  charged  and  com- 
pletely routed  by  the  Cavalry  Brigade. 

At  3  p.m.  the  Cavalry  Brigade  effected  a  junction  with  the 
Mixed  Brigade  at  Ting-chia-fang-shen.  With  only  11  squadrons 
against  50,  the  Japanese  were  obviously  unable  to  ascertain 
what  the  Russian  main  body  was  doing  on  this  day,  and  fearing 
that  if  they  went  on  south  the  Russians  might  slip  past  them 
and  get  away  north,  they  decided  to  remain  in  a  position  of 
readiness  at  Ting-chia-fang-shen,  pushing  patrols  forward  right 
and  left  of  the  Hsin-min-tun  road.  At  midnight,  21st/22nd 
May,  it  was  ascertained  that  after  feinting  all  along  the  line  of 
the  San-mien-chuan  brigade  the  Russians  had  withdrawn  north- 
westwards across  the  Mei-lin  River  to  Ta-hsiu-shui-ho-tzu. 

Tbe  losses  inflicted  on  this  and  the  previous  day  by  tbe  line 
of  communication  troops  are  estimated  at  300  killed  and 
wounded. 

.  Kay.  On  the  22nd  May  the  Japanese  Cavalry  Brigade  moved  all 
along  the  left  bank  of  the  Mei-lin  River  to  Fang-chia-tun 
keeping  touch  with  the  Russians  throughout  the  day  and 
interposing  between  them  and  Fa-ku-men.  They  bivouacked 
at  Fang-cnia-tun,  while  the  Russians  remained  about  ei^t 
miles  further  west.  The  Mixed  Brigade  stayed  at  Ting-chia- 
fang-shen. 

On  the  23rd  May  the  Russians  made  a  wide  detour  into 

*  Not  shown  on  the  Mnp. 
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Mongolia,  passing  8  miles  west  of  the  left  flank  of  the  Japanese 
main  outpost  line  which  had  been  extended  to  intercept  them. 

So  ended  the  Russian  cavalry  reconnaissance. 

That,  with  a  loss  of  600  men  killed  and  wounded,  the  recon- 
naissance effected  its  object  of  locating  the  left  of  the  Japanese 
line  there  can  be  no  doubt;  but  that  50  squadrons,  with 
guns,  unopposed  by  any  mounted  troops  (for  the  11  Japanese 
squadrons  only  came  in  touch  with  them  on  the  2l8t  May, 
did  not  accomplish  a  great  deal  more,  is  but  another  proof  of 
the  indifferent  quality  of  the  Russian  cavalry,  trained,  as 
they  are,  to  rely  primarily  upon  the  rifle.  From  Kang-ping  to 
Kung-chu-tun  is  not  more  than  45  miles,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  patrol  which  went  to  Hsin-min-tun  (12  miles  south), 
Eung-chu-tun  was  the  furthest  point  reached  in  four  days,  i.e,, 
18th  to  21st  May  inclusive.  The  Russians  were  unhampered 
by  any  baggage  train,  they  lived  on  the  country,  and  there 
was  nothing  whatever  to  prevent  their  riding  round  or  even 
through  the  Japanese  infantry,  and  doing  all  the  damage  they 
pleased  to  the  convoys  on  the  roads  and  the  flotillas  of  junks 
on  the  Liao  River. 

The  cavalry  soldier's  first  weapon,  his  mobility,  was  sacrificed 
in  useless  attacks  against  infantry  in  position,  apparently  for 
the  sake  of  information  which  could  have  been  easily  got  by 
a  few  officers*  patrols. 
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(26)  Third  Japanese  Army.— Operations  from  the 
11th  March  1905  to  the  conclusion  of  hostilities. 


Report  by  Colonel  W.  H.  Birkbeck,  C.B.,  Liao-yang, 
3rd  October,  1905. 


Plate. 
Operations  4th  March  1905  to  end  of  war     -  -    Map  82. 


Xar.  1.  On  the  night  of  the  lOih  March  the  Third  Army  lay 

exhausted  along  the  lines  Wei-chu-hsi* — Wang*chen-chung — 
Liu-tiao-tun,  facing  the  railway  line,  while  the  pursuit  of  tiie 
retreating  Russians  was  taken  up  by  the  fresher  divisions  of 
the  Fourth  and  First  Armies. 

Mar.  On  the  11th  March  the  divisions  again  faced  northwards 

and  occupied  the  line  Mo-chia-tzu  (D  7)t — ^Ta-ku-chia-tzu  (D  7) — 
Hsin-cheng-pu  (C3  7),  in  order  from  right  to  left,  9th  Division, 
1st  Division,  7th  Division,  thus  resuming  the  original  positions 
in  which  they  had  deployed  on  the  27th  February  in  the  battle 
of  Mukden. 

ISar.  O^  ^^®  l***'^  March  the  Army  occupied  cantonments  along 

the  left  bank  of  the  Liao  Ho  (D  6),  as  shown  in  the  map, 
having  first  driven  a  Russian  rear  guard  from  the  Chu-chu  Shan 
(D  6). 

The  force  engaged  in  the  latter  operation  consisted  of  five 
battalions  of  infantry,  two  squadrons  of  cavalry,  four  batteries 
of  artillery,  one  company  of  engineers,  and  half  a  medical 
com|)any,  all  of  the  9th  Division  now  reinforced  by  the  14th 
Reserve  Brigade ;  the  Russians  retired  across  the  Liao  Ho  (D  0) 
without  ofiering  any  serious  opposition. 

The  line  of  resistance  covering  the  cantonments  ran  along 
the  left  bank  of  the  Liax)  Ho  (D  6)  with  patrols  beyond  the 
liver.  The  passage  at  Shih-fo-ssu  (C  7)  was  covered  by  a 
bridge-head. 

3.  The  main  supply  dep6t  of  the  Army  was  at  Tsai-lii-pu 
(C/D  7),  and  the  line  of  communication  continued  to  run  vid 
Ma-shan-chia-tzuJ  to  Liao-yang.  During  this  halt  the  drafts 
already  despatched  to  replace  the  losses  at  the  battle  of  Mukden 
joined  the  Army,  and  the  damaged  equipment  requiring  exten- 
sive repair,  as  well  as  the  special  winter  clothing,  was  collected 

*  See  Map  60,  squares  E  1  and  E  2.  t  See  Map  82. 

X  Map  60,  square  A  5,  85  miles  south-west  of  Mukden. 
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at  Taai-lu-pu  (C/D  7)  for  despatch  to  the  rear.  Experimental 
water-carts  and  boiler-carts  were  also  issued. 

4.  The  system  of  reinforcement  appears  to  be  as  follows  : — 
When  a  battle  is  imminent,  estimates  of  the  probable  losses  are 
telegraphed  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  territorial  divisions  in 
Japan,  and  drafts  are  despatched  from  the  depdte  so  as  to  reach 
the  Army  immediately  after  the  battle.  In  this  case  some  of 
the  drafts  actually  arrived  and  joined  the  fighting  line  during 
the  progress  of  the  battle ;  but  the  losses  so  far  exceeded  the 
estimate  that  it  was  not  till  after  the  next  advance  that  the 
ranks  were  filled  up  to  their  full  establishment. 

5.  It  is  the  custom  of  the  Japanese  to  push  out  what  they  ISth  Mar. 
call  an  "  advanced  guard  "  in  front  of  their  general  line  of  out- 
posts, and  on  the  18th  March  such  an  advanced  detachment  (one 
regiment  of  infantry,  one  squadron  of  cavalry,  two  batteries 

of  artillery,  and  a  company  of  engineers)  was  sent  forward  to 
Ho-kua-tzu-yen  (E  5). 

The  two  independent  cavalry  brigades  had  reached  the  line  2lBt  Mar. 
Chin-chia-tun  (D  3)— Chang-tu  Fu  (F  3)  by  the  21st  March, 
and  subsequently  came  into  collision  with  Russian  cavalry  some 
twenty  miles  north  of  that  line ;  to  support  them  the  Uo-kua- 
tzu-yen  (E  5)  detachment  sent  forward  on  the  2nd  April,  one  2nd  Apr. 
battalion  to  Chin-chia-tun  (D  3)  and  one  battalion  with  a  troop 
of  cavalry  to  Chang-tu  Fu. 

6.  In  the  meantime  cavalry  patrols  and  staff  ofiicers  from  9th  Apr. 
the  Third  Army  had  carefully  reconnoitred  the  country  up  to 

the  line  of  Fa-ku-men  (C  4)  and,  on  the  9th  April,  the  Army 
began  to  move  by  successi^'e  divisions  from  right  to  left  into  the 
cantonment  areas  shown  in  the  map  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Liao  Ho  (D  6). 

The  movement  was  completed  b}^  the  arrival  of  Army  head-  lOth  Apr. 
quarters  at  A-chi-niu-lu-pu-tzu  (D  6)  on  the  19th  April. 

The  new  cantonments  were  on  higher  and  drier  soil,  and 
the  water  was  much  purer  than  in  the  villages  of  the  Liao 
plain. 

7.  The  main  supply  dep6t  of  the  Army  was  now  established 
at  Hung-shan-tzu  (D  6)  on  the  Liao  Ho,  and  provisions  came 
up  in  junks  from  Ying-kou  ;  this  was  the  commencement  of  the 
use  of  the  river  line,  which  has  since  played  such  a  great  part 
in  the  supply  of  the  left  wing  of  the  Manchurian  Armies. 

The  Tsai-lu-pu  (C/D  7)  line  wm  abandoned,  and,  in  addition 
to  the  river,  a  line  was  established  from  San-tai-tzu  (D  7)  on 
the  railway  to  Hung-shan-tzu  (D  6). 

8.  Turning  one  moment  to  the  operations  of  the  two 
independent  cavalry  brigades,  it  would  appear  that  the  Russians, 
who  had  retreated  in  all  haste  after  their  defeat  at  Mukden, 
realized  at  the  end  of  March  that  the  pursuit  was  not  being 
pressed,  and  began  to  send  their  mounted  troops  southwards 
again. 
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2l8t  Mar.  The  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  which  had  reached  Chin-cbia-tmi 
(D  3)  on  the  21st  March  was  proceeding  along  the  Ta-hua  (E  1) 
road,  when  at  Pao-li-tun  (E  2)  it  came  in  contact  with  some  ten 
Russians  squadrons  with  a  battery,  moving  south. 

4th  Apr.  After  a  short  resistance  at  the  northern  end  of  the  riUage, 

the  Japanese  brigade  retired  on  Chin-chia-tun  (D  8),  where  <m 
the  4th  April  it  successfully  repulsed,  with  the  support  of  a 
battalion  of  the  Third  Army  from  Ho-kua-tzu-yen  (E  5)  the 
attack  of  a  large  Russian  force  estimated  at  twenty  squadrons 
with  artillery  and  machine  guns.  The  Russian  main  force 
withdrew  to  Pa-pao-tun  (D/E  2).  Similarly  the  Ist  Cavalry 
Brigade  had  advanced  from  Chang-tu  Fu  (F  3)  on  the  Feng-hua 
(F  1)  road,  and  on  the  8rd  April  had  occupied  Tzu-liu-ehu  (F  I), 
driving  out  a  troop  of  Russian  cavalry. 

5th  Apr.  9.  On  the  5th  April,  some  five  or  six  Russian  squadions 

supported  by  a  battalion  of  infantry  passed  the  cavalry  brigade 
outposts,  but  were  repulsed. 

8th  Apr.  On  the  8th  April  the  Russians  came  on  in  force  with  some 

ten  squadrons,  one  brigade  of  infantry,  and  guns,  and  forced 
the  Japanese  to  retreat  hastily  on  Chang-tu  Fu  (F  3)  where  the 
Ho-kua-tzu-yen  (E  5)  battalion  had  established  itself. 

9th  Apr.  10.  On  the  9th  April  the  Russians  passed  on  to  Chang-tu 

Fu  (F  3),  whei*e  there  was  some  fighting,  and  on  the  10th  April, 
sent  a  detachment  as  far  as  Ma-cheng-tai  (F  4),  but  on  the 

11th  Apr.  11th  April  the  main  body  withdrew  northwards,  leaving  a 
few  squadrons  in  touch  with  the  Japanese  cavalry  about 
Chang-tu  Fu. 

11.  Meanwhile  the  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  had  withdrawn 
from  Chin-chia-tun  (D  3)  across  the  Liao  Ho  (D  2)  to  Liu-chia- 
tun  (D  3),  leaving  a  detachment  with  two  companies  of  infantry 

15th  Apr.  at  San-chia-tzu  (D  3).  On  the  night  of  15th  April  these  two 
companies  attacked  the  Russian  cavalry  at  San-yen-ching  (D  8) 

Idth  Apr.  and  drove  them  back  with  considerable  loss.  On  the  16th  April 
a  large  Russian  force  (estimated  at  twenty  squadrons  with  giins^ 
attacked  San-chia-tzu  (D  3),  but  without  success,  and  in  the 
evening,  withdrew  northwards. 

The  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade,  which  had  re-crossed  the  river 
co-operated  from  the  direction  of  Liang-chia-tzu  (D  3),  and 
subsequently  re-occupied  Ciiin-chia-tun  (D  3),  where  it  estab- 
lished its  head-quarters,  reconnoitring  the  Ta-hua  (El)  road, 
while  a  detachment  at  Liu-chia-tzu  (D  2/3)  searched  the  left 
bank  of  the  Liao  Ho  (D  2). 

12.  Accepting  the  above  Japanese  estimates  of  the  Russian 
numbers,  two  points  come  prominently  forward,  firstly,  the 
inadequacy  in  numbers  of  the  Japanese  cavalry,  and,  secondly, 
the  want  of  enterprise  of  the  Russian  mounted  troops;  an 
occupied  village  appears  to  have  drawn  these  so-called  cavahry, 
like  a  magnet,  into  an  unsuccessful  dismounted  attack,  after 
which  they  appear  to  have  *'  withdrawn  woTiVx^-tv.vA'A  " 
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1 3.  At  the  end  of  April  the  Third  Army  moved  up  to  the 
line  Eang-ping-hHien  (C  3) — Cliin-chia-tun  (D  3)  and  the  dimions 
oecnpted  the  aretia  ahown  on  the  map,  in  which  they  remained 
till  the  conclusion  of  hostilities*  The  movement  wa«  com-  5tli  Ma^, 
p}cted  on  the  5tb  May,  when  Army  head-qnArters  reached 
Fa-ku-men  (C  4).  The  7th  Division  pushed  an  advanced  guard 
to  Snu-tisu-yueh  (C  2),  while  the  dth  Division  maintained  a 
detaehinent  of  three  battsUons  and  a  company  of  engineers  with 
the  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  at  Pa-pao-tun  (D/E  2). 

The  Army  was  supplied  in  its  new  cantonments  from  the 
river  at  Tung^chiang-Kou  (D  4)  and  Hsiao-ta-tzu  (D  4t),  while 
the  San-tai-tzu  (D  7)  — Hung-shan-tKU  (D  6)-^Fa-ku-men  (C  4) 
line  was  replaced  by  a  line  from  Tieh-ling  (E  6)  t<:j  Fa-kn-men* 

If,  From  the  beginning  of  May  the  Biie^lan  cavalry  were 
aictive  along  the  wtiole  front  of  the  Army,  and  infantry  were 
re|iorted  at  Ta-hua  (E  1)  ami  also  north  of  Liao-yang-wo-peng 
(C  1),  townrds  which  point  the  mase  of  cavalry  aeemed  to  be 
collecting. 

Thi^  movement  culminated  in  Mishehenko's  raid  of  the 
iSfch  to  the  24th  May,  already  reiK>rted.*  and  from  the  latter 
dale  the  2nd  Cavalry  Bngade,  which  had  been  hurriedly  brought 
acroRa  from  Pa-pao-tun  (D/E  2)  to  oppose  him,  remained  upofi 
the  left  flank  of  the  Army. 

LI  On  the  LSth  June  tlie  15th  Beaerve  Brigade  occupied  a  t5tliJom«* 
position  on  the  H»tn*min>tun  (A  7) — Fa-ku-men  (C  4)  road, 
17  miles  south-west  of  Fa-ku-men. 

Bridges  connecting  the  7th  and  9th  Diviaions  m^ve  earn-. 
pleied  at  Lien-hsia-kou  (D  3)  on  the  20th  May,  and  on  the 
Ist  June,  tho.  1st  Cavalry  Brigade  joinod  the  Third  Army  and 
took  up  a  position  between  the  7th  and  9tli  Diviaiona,  covering 
a  amal]  front  of  more  than  four  miles,  with  bead-quarters  at 
Kai-wo-chi  (C  3). 

16.  On  the  8th  June  a  conference  of  generals  commanding  9t3i  Jn 
dtviHiona  assembled  at  Fa-ku-men   (C  4),  at  which   I  have  no 
doubt  the  decision  of  the  Manchurian  Head-Quarters  was  made 
known,  that  the  Armies  would  remain  in  their  present  positions 
till  after  the  rainy  season. 

A  very  strong  line  of  almost  con  tin  nous  trenches  and  redoubts 
was  now  made  along  the  whole  front  of  the  Army,  from 
Ma-yQan-tun  (C  3)  by  Hsiao-pu-wo-peng  (C  3),  San-ho-pu 
(C  i\,  Lu-chia*txu  (D  2),  to  half -a- mile  east  of  Chin-ehia-tun 
(I>  3).  The  elaboratioTi  of  this  line  afforded  instruction  to  the 
yoong  soldiers,  as  well  a.^  formtug  a  line  of  resistance. 

Tne  troops  were  further  occupied  in  improving  the  aocn- 
muniofttionfi,  in  anticipation  of  the  rainy  season,  and  in  making 
their  quarters  sanitary,  a  point  to  which  the  utmost  import- 
ance was  attached.     The  small  pensentage  of  sick,  which  never 


*  Bm  precedtng  refiori,  pag^  474. 
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exceeded  8  per  cent  at  the  most  unhealthy  season,  shows  the 
success  which  attended  their  efforts. 

The  instruction  of  the  young  soldiers  was  continued  with 
energy  throughout  the  summer. 

17.  To  us  observers  it  seemed  probable  that  the  middle  of 
May  would  see  the  Army  advancing  to  the  Chung-chun — ^Kirin 
line,  which  would  be  reached  before  the  rains,  and  before  the 
Russians  had  time  to  reorganize  their  army  and  replace  the 
losses  of  the  Mukden  disaster. 

Such  a  course,  had  it  been  possible,  possessed  obvious 
advantages,  but  doubtless  the  Manchurian  Head-Quarters  were 
guided  by  more  weighty  considerations,  among  which  possibly 
were  the  following : — 

(a)  The  command  of  the  sea  was  not  yet  assured. 

(b)  No  adequate   reserve    of   supplies    had    or    could    be 

accumulated  in  the  advanced  depdt  in  time  for  an 
advance  in  May,  for  the  river  line  was  undeveloped, 
and  the  railway  alone  was  totally  inadequate,  while 
the  means  of  pushing  it  on  were  insu6Scieni 

(o)  The  ranks  were  full  of  raw  recruits,  and  the  heavy 
loss  of  trained  officers  had  materially  reduced  the 
efficiency  of  the  army  as  a  fighting  machine. 

(d)  The  original  plan  of  campaign  ended  with  the  occupation 
fof  Tieh-ling  (E  6)  and  Mukden,  and  information 
«*egarding  the  country  was  not  as  full  as  the  Japanese 
strategists  considered  essential. 

18.  The  army  then  settled  down  to  a  long  period  of 
instruction  and  waiting. 

Ith  June.  Constant  insignificant  collisions  occurred  between  the  out- 
posts, the  only  affairs  worthy  of  mention  being  the  Liao-yang- 
wo-peng  (CI)  surprise  of  the  16th  June,  which  no  doubt  pre- 
vented another  Mishchenko  raid,  and  the  affair  of  Ssu-tzu-yueh 
(C  2),  which  was  as  follows : — 

it  July.  At  9  a.m.  on  the  1st  July  the  advanced  guard  of  the  7Ui 

Division  (one  battalion)  was  attacked  and  surrounded  at 
Ssu-tzu-yueh  (C  2)  by  some  one  thousand  five  hundred  of  the 
enemy's  mounted  troops  with  eighteen  guns.  Fighting  con- 
tinued all  day,  and  in  the  evening  the  Japanese  withdrew 
under  cover  of  a  heavy  thunderstorm  upon  their  main  line  of 
resistance  at  San-ho-pu  (C  2),  with  the  loss  of  90  killed  and 
wounded. 

Next  day,  in  co-operation  with  the  1st  Cavalry  Brigade,  a 
brigade  of  the  7th  Division  with  guns  re-took  Ssu-tzu-yueh, 
and  the  Russians  retired  to  their  former  positions. 

This  was  Mishchenko's  reply  to  the  Liao-yang-wo-peng 
surprise.  J 

19.  During  the  latter  half  of  July  the  1st  Cavalry  Brigade 
moved  across  to  Liu-chia-wo-peng  (B  3),  on  the  left  flank  of 
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Iho  Army,  where  the  whole  Cavalry  Division  as  well  as  the 
oirilry  regiment  of  the  7th  Divisioo  came  under  Mnjor- 
Qeoeral  Akiyatnas  cominaiid  This  looooted  force  was  aub- 
sequenily  atrenjjthened  in  August  by  the  new  17th  Cavalnr 
R**^iment  as  well  aa  by  tho  cavalry  regiment  of  the  new  14th 
IHvUioR*  A  detachment  of  the  Ist  Division  replaced  the  1st 
CftTnlfy  Brigade  at  Kai-wo-clii  (C  3).  The  safety  of  the  left 
flank  was  thus  a^ured  ag^iinst  any  further  raids,  for  Major- 
General  Akiyama  co^^ered  the  whole  of  the  cultivated  strip 
of  Mongolia,  which  marks  the  Chinese  encroaehments  on 
the  HDK^Iled  deserts,  and  thus  necessitated  a  wide  taming 
tnovement  by  any  Russian  raid,  through  country  incapable  of 
supporting  more  than  l^ve  hundre^j  men  and  horses  without 
a  supply  train. 

to.  The  Third   Army  was  strengthened  in  August  by  the  lOth . 
arrival  of   the  newly*raised  14th  Bi vision,  which  arrived  by 
m&rch-roule  from  Mukden  on  the  16th  and  following  days,  the 
movement  being  ct>mpleted  on  the  22nd. 

The  new  division  occupied  quarters  in  the  villages  west  of 
Fa*ka-m6n  (0  4),  with  head-quarters  at  Kung'-chu-ling  (C  4), 

21.  I  have  fihown  on  the  plate  the  lines  of  supply  of  the 
Thin!  Army.  Bri*?fly  the  river  posts  supplied  the  Army  with 
food,  while  Tieh-ling  (E  6)  suppUed  ammunition^  clothing,  and 
ordnance  stores,  and  personnel  marched  up  from  Mukden. 

22,  In  eonelusioQ,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Third  Army  was 
in  a  position  to  advance  as  soon  as  the  rainy  seaoon  ended^  i.e.,  by 
the  middle  of  August :  the  ranks  were  full  to  overflowing,  and 
the  recruits  were  trained  and  many  of  them  blooded  on  the 

I  ontpoat  line ;   the   horseB  were  in  excellent  condition  and  the 
[laterifil  in  first-rate  order. 

23*  I  nm  informed  that  fifty  daW  supplies  were  in  hand  at 
,  ihe  Hsiao-ta-tj^  (D  4)   depAt,  and  material  for  a  light  tram- 
may   line  was    ready  there,   the    line    being  already   laid   as 
far  an  Chin-chia-tun   (D   3),  and  the  embankment  prepared  to 
Pa-pao-tun  (D/K  2) 

Preparations  bad  also   been   made   for  joining   Hsin-miti- 
t?UB  (A  7)  with  Fa-ku-men  {C  4)  and  Hsiao-ta-tzu  (D  4)  by 
I  light  railway,  and  a  portion  of  the  latter  section  was  already 
laid. 

That  supply  would  have  been  very  costly  after  leaving  this 
I  river,  I  have  no  doubt,  but  it  was  quite  possible. 

Finally,  the  health  of  the  troops  was  excellent,  and  their 
sptrit»t  had  never  been  higher. 
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(27)  The  Expedition  to  Saghalien. 


Report  by  Captain  C.  A-  L.  Yatb,  Kings  Own  (Yorkshire 
Light  Infantry),  Nagoya,  11th  November  1905. 


Plate. 
Sketch  map  of  Island  of  Saghalien,  in  text. 


Covering  Minvie. 

The  accompanying  is  a  fairly  accurate  translation  of  the 
original  lecture,  shorn  of  superfluous  phraseology. 


Lecture  by  an  Officer,  on  the  Expedition  to  Saghalien,*  in 
which  he  served  as  Company  Commander. 

On  the  21st  July  we  started  from  our  port  of  embarkation 
Otaru,  escorted  by  the  ELataoka  Squadron.  At  that  time, 
although  the  Baltic  Fleet  had  been  disposed  of,  there  was  still 
a  risk  of  being  attacked  by  the  Vladivostok  Squadron.  The 
escorting  squadron  therefore  took  every  precaution,  the  order 
of  advance  being  as  follows : — First  two  torpedo  boats  advanc- 
ing at  full  speed  in  search  of  the  enemy's  ships.  Some  distance 
behind  these  followed  two  destroyers  and  two  gunboats ;  then 
the  main  fleet  of  transporta  The  remainder  of  the  escorting 
squadron  brought  up  the  rear.  Each  transport  had  a  naval 
officer  on  board  ;  communication  between  the  ships  was  perfect 

During  the  three  days'  voyage  we  had  very  fine  weather, 
and  the  sea  was  like  a  mirror  ;  quite  the  contraiy  to  what  we 
expected.  At  7.30  a.m.  on  the  24th  July,  we  approached  tiie 
coast  near  Alkova.  The  transports  were  temporarily  anchored 
at  a  distance  of  about  4,000  yards  oflE  the  coast.  Shortly  before, 
a  naval  detached  squadron  had  reconnoitred  the  enemy's  dis- 
positions and  selected  a  suitable  spot  for  landing.  Whilst 
preparations  were  made  for  disembarking,  the  town  of  Alkova 
and  several  neighbouring  points  were  heavily  bombarded.  There 
was  no  sign  of  the  enemy. 

The  spot  chosen  was  well  adapted  for  landing,  the  beach 
being  very  shelving  and  of  sand  or  shingle,  no  mud.  The  bay 
was  wide  enough  for  a  large  number  of  transports  to  anchor 
side  by  side. 


*  Now  called  Earafuto  bj  the  Japanese. 
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When  fsati^derl  on  theiio  pointa  the  atlvaDced  nfcotiuoitritig 
detAcboieiit  iitgiiallud  biMik  to  (he  Cmitmatider  oi  the  Expciii- 
lionAry  iorcc,  und  dUcmbarked  a  detaclLmeni  of  iiiaruia^  to 
cofYer  tb#  landing.  iUkova  was  seized  with  pauic,  aiid  cati- 
ilgratiofis  wera  tieori  hem  aud  thi^rej  the  result  <>l  our 
tMffubaitliiierit. 

Thii  triiiiMixirti*  uuw  approached  to  within  1,000  yHrds  from 
tho  huacb  aaU  ihedisotiibarkatioa  began  (0a.ni.).  Kacb  iufantrj 
transpatt  tCNjk  about  two  hours  to  diaobarge  ila  load^  all  th^ 
sbipa  working  aimuttaneously.  The  infantry  all  lauded  Stist 
and  the  for^tnoet  partiea  pushed  forward  a  strung  screen  of 
secmta.     At  11«30  a.nL  the  last  party  had  left  the  bhipB. 

Tbo  3rd  Battaliau  51st  Regiment  now  relieved  the  naval 
oavciiug  parties,  and  the  I  sit  Battalion  5  lat  Regiment  punbed 
inland  The  scouts  seized  the  iel^rapb  olMce  at  Alkova  ;  news 
eame  tbat  a  hostile  force  was  advancing  frora  Alexandrovski. 
One  brigade  of  the  expeditiooary  force  (whteb  coti^isted  of  the 
ISlli  DiTiskon)  now  pushed  forward  towards  Alexandrovski ; 
tins  other,  with  which  I  was,  to  BuikovskL  The  city  of 
Knikoirflki  was   occupied    without   the  slightest   reiistanoe   on 

title  27th  July.  It  is  bard  to  understand  why  ttte  eneitiy  left 
IL  Some  few  works  had  been  put  up^  but  the  garrison  ded 
when  we  approached. 

Why  did  the  enemy  surrender  so  early  I 

■        It  Ls  didicult  to  say,  but  the  following  nsaaons  are  probably 
Heom 


(i)  Geueral   Lipanov  m  eotnniander-ixi^chief  wm   not  be* 
loved   by   tboite  under  him,  and   was  an   indfieieai 
commander. 
(2)  The  army  waii  composed  of  tniperfectly  trained  aoldiera 
(3;  Our  appearance  was  altogether  unexpeeted 
0)  The  oltioers  were  too  negligent     Uaneral  Lipanov  waa 
once  a  lawyer,  and  wa«  very  imperfectly  aoquainted 
with  military  matterm     The  officers  did  mit  obey  turn, 
and  all  harmony  was  lost 

llie  enemy  s  foroe  numbered  altogether  some  8,000,  of  whom 
labcMit  half  were  oonvicti^  and  had  been  induced  to  aenre  by  a 
Induction  of  the^  aentencea.  Tbey  wore  kbaki  clothing  and 
caps  with  a  silver  crom  as  a  bftdga  They  used  bayonets  Uke 
cor  (Jaimue^j  model,  1685  (18  Meyi).  carried  single  loading 
riUcs  and  100  rounds  per  man  in  belta  (bandoliers  !>»  It  is 
quiie  eertain  that  they  were  not  determuied  to  fight,  but  merely 
wuiied  to  gftin  their  fieadooi;  besides^  thMr  trainii^  was 
ptaeticaUy  nil. 

We  mardicfl  very  Haiti  the  nexs  few  days  (some  20  miles 
bdog  covered  each  march),  but  me4  with  no  reaistanoe — in  faet^ 
we  wondered  what  we  had  coine  for.  Ruikovaki  waa  taken  on 
the  27tli.  and  o€ie  i^valzy  regimoit  pumut^  the  enemy.  The 
iOQtbem  {»ic)  army  rHired  after  the  taking;  of  the  ^^Uea^    liaak") 
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temporarily  fortified  points   liad   been  constructed   akmg   the 
coasc  from  Ruikovski  southward,  but  none  were  held. 

The  natives  were  very  much  alarmed  at  the  coming  of  our 
army,  but  had  no  intention  of  resisting  us.  According  to  the 
accounts  of  some  sentries,  a  few  natives  attacked  an  outpost  one 
night  because  we  held  some  of  them  as  hostages.  The  popula- 
tion north  of  Ruikovski  is  scanty.  The  sea  round  the  coasts 
is  stormy,  especially  in  September.  From  November  until  the 
spring  it  is  frozen.  The  islaud  is  well  wooded,  mostly  pine 
wooda  It  is  very  hilly,  but  the  peaks  are  genendly  not  more 
than  1,800  to  2,400  feet  higb.  The  water  supply  is  good.  There 
are  two  main  roads  leading  to  the  capital,  about  18  feet  wide. 
Troops  cannot,  as  a  rule,  move  off  the  roads,  since  the  wet 
ground  impedes  movement.  There  is  much  reclaiming  of 
ground  gomg  on,  and  cultivation  is  abundant.  Trout  and 
salmon  abound.  Coal  is  found  in  the  river  beds ;  we  found  it 
wherever  we  went.  Cattle  and  horses  are  in  good  condition. 
The  soil  is  fertile.  In  July  the  thermometer  averaged  about 
85°  Fahr.  by  day ;  the  mornings  and  evenings  were  cool.  We 
wore  winter  clothing.  Flies  plagued  us  greatly.  There  were 
no  mosquitoes  in  the  houses,  but  many  in  the  woods;  they 
tormented  us  on  the  march.  According  to  the  natives,  snow 
begins  to  fall  in  October  and  melts  in  April.  The  natives, 
called  Giliaks,  are  yellow  skinned,  and  resemble  the  Chinese. 
They  are  of  a  kindly  disposition,  but  hate  the  Russians.  They 
reside  in  very  rough  dwelhngs  by  the  coast,  and  live  by  lishing. 
In  summer  they  store  up  quauties  of  sun-dried  fish  for  their 
winter  food  supply. 

I  (lecturer)  was  on  board  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kwaisha's  "  Awa 
Maru"  and  can  ouly  describe  what  took  place  on  her.  She 
carried  one  battalion  (gross  tonnage  6,329).  Each  transport 
had  two  or  three  lighters  with  their  owners,  and  a  number  of 
coolies,  good  rowera  These  had  all  been  brought  from  Japan. 
When  the  disembarkation  began,  the  boats  from  the  men-of-war 
were  sent  round  to  the  transports,  and  helped  to  disembark  the 
troops.  The  lighters  were  about  9  leet  broad  and  3(>  feet  long, 
and  carried  100  men;*  only  the  coolies  rowed;  the  soldiers 
being  ordered  to  remain  concealed  in  the  boats  without  moving.  • 
Ten  launches  towed  the  lighters  as  far  as  they  could.  The  tide 
being  spring  tide,  there  was  no  necessity  for  wading. 

Note  by  Captain  Yate. 

Regarding  the  tonnage  of  the  "  Awa  Maru,"  she  must  have 
carried  large  supplies  of  horses  or  stores  in  addition,  llie 
Japanese  allowed  1^  tons  per  man  for  the  voyage  from  Japan  to 
Manchuria,  and  transports  of  some  1,800  tons  took  a  battalion. 

The  lecturer  mentioned  that  the  cavalry  pursued  the  enemy 
to  Ruikovski,  and  had  some  fighting.  Ue  did  not  mention  the 
main  body  as  having  encountered  the  enemy. 

•  The  boatB  carried  20  e«iAh.— 0.  Y. 
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(28)  Rusaiati  Notes  on  Japanese  Tactics. 

Compiled  from  a  capturetl  KufiBian  documetit,  by  Major  C^  M. 
ClAWiORD,  5ib  Ourkims,  and  dated  Manchoriji,  6th  July  IWb. 


NoTKs  on  jAPAJ^i-HE  Tal-hu^  b^'  MajoF-Qeneral  Kartskv, 
Comiuauding  the  Mixed  Cauoaamii  (Jot^uek  Dini^iod.* 

The  principal  cliamct^ristic^  of  the  Japauese'  troops  are  m 

1,  Careful  aud  ainci  performaiico  of  outpost  duties* 

:£•  A   i{Uiet    ami    noiselesif    advaDce    when    aBsuming    tHe 

otteofiive. 
H.  Precautious,  wheii  in  action^  to  guard  agaiinBt  snrpri^. 
4,  (ijuick  decbion  at  tho  critical  moment. 

The  points  to  which  wii;  should  pay  particular  attentlun  are 
aa  follawa:  - 

1.  liecQiinoUrijiy  JJati^ — 
It  t^huuld    be    borue  iu  mind  that  other  thingn  should  be 
E^mioitred  besides  inei^iy  the  enemy  s  poititLon — the  general 

featurea  of    the   country   ^huuid^   in    particulaTp    be  c&if»fully 

ubserved.     Becunnai&baacu3  should  be  ^junhed  home  as  far  as 

ible  agamst   the  front  and  round  tht*  UjuiK^  uf  the  eueiiiy'd 

rimepcare  U^mg  taken  toavoiu  being  cut  ott.     VVheu  the  euemya 

patrols  are  encountered  it  is  unnec^j^saiy  to  pursue  tbeiu ;  mure 

'importance    should     be    attached    to    fulhlling    the    particular 

aioa  on  which  one  has  been  hcnt.     It  i^  preferable  to  try 

and  decoy  the  enemy  into  an  ambush,  and  every  opportuuity 

shMuid    be   embraced    of  getting    to    dose  quarters    with    cold 

steel,  ad  h&ua-to-haud  tightii^g  is  the  weak  point  of  Japanese 

ftvalry. 

The  outp02»t    line  mu^t  always   bo    ready   to   fight  at  a 

momenta  nutice — as  laid  down  in   Field  ^Service  UegulattonJi 

— imd    under    no    ciix^um^taiiCu^    m    retreat    permissible.    All 

outpost  duties  must   be  strictly  perfurmedi  esp^aily  at  night* 

.fieports  should  not  be  sent  by  a  single  orderly;  not  only   is 

a  chance  of  his  btsing  interc^tpted  b^  the  enemy,  but  he 

may  alao  be  set  upon  by  Chinese,  who  are  hostilely  disposed 

towards  ua. 

The  hne  of  piquets  should  be  thrown  out  as  Sbx  £rom  the 
main  body  a^  pu^s^ble. 

2.  TIU  J<Movoi}\g  poinU  akould  bt  rem^inlm^ed  wUh  rega^  to 
'i'uci^c^ — 

(a)  Against  Uw  Enemy  a  Cat;ttlrj^~The  Japanese  cavalry 
^hxm  iMtherto  tried  to  avoid  #hock  tactics  agaimit  our  CoesacK 
cavalry  ;  tbe  only  occasionsi  on  which  it  ha^  ciiarged  have  beea 
when  dealing  with  very  smail  detachmentt*.     in  luture,  there- 
fore^ when  encountering  the  enemy's  cavalry  it  will  be  advisable 

*  Thtt  oriifiajd  wtM  ci&ptiirod  by  the  Jvipauettc  at  LW>-^»i\%-wo-^ix%. 
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to  conceal  your  strength,  and  to  entice  them  to  approach  to 
close  quarters,  when  shock  tactics  can  be  employed. 

An  advance  in  deep  columns  against  Japanese  cavalry  ia  not 
recommended ;  it  will  be  better  in  most  cases  to  keep  the  main 
body  under  cover  until  the  enemy  advances  suflSciently  near  to 
render  a  charge  possible.  As  many  prisoners  as  possible  shoold 
be  taken. 

(6)  Against  the  Enemy' a  Infantry. — ^If  the  enemy's  infantiy 
is  taken  by  surprise,  a  sudden  cavalry  charge  will  undoubtedly 
be  successful,  in  order  to  effect  a  surprise  the  following  pdnti 
should  be  borne  in  mind  : — 

(1)  The  real  strength  of  the  force  should  be  concealed  from 

the  enemy  as  long  as  possible. 

(2)  Care  should  be  taken  to  keep  out  of  effective  range  of 

the  enemy's  infantry. 

(3)  Endeavour    should    be    made    to  entice    the    enemy's 

infantry  away  from  the  point  which  it  is  intended 
to  attack. 

(4)  Foggy   weather  or  darkness  should  be  taken  advan- 

tage of. 

(5)  Retirements  in  front  of  the  enemy's  infantry  should  be 

carried  out  in  extended  (»der,  so  as  to  minimis 


3.  Dismounted  Service — 

During  this  war  our  cavalry  has  very  firequently  fought 
dismounted;  this  has  often  been  rendered  necessary  because 
the  ground  was  not  sufficiently  open  for  mounted  action.  Dis- 
mounted service  should  be  employed  rationally,  as  circumstances 
demand.  Should  the  enemy*s  cavalry  adopt  dismounted  action, 
or  should  his  infantry  be  encountered,  our  cavalry  must  not 
hesitate  to  fight  on  foot  also. 

According  to  the  experience  gained  by  our  troops,  there  is 
nothing  mudi  to  fear  from  Japanese  infantry  fire  as  regards 
quality ;  having  plenty  of  ammunition,  they  are  able  to  tire  a 
great  deal  On  the  defence,  therefore,  it  is  advisable  to  allow 
the  enemy  to  advance  to  within  600  yards,  and  then  to 
overwhelm  him  with  a  hail  of  bullets ;  the  moral  effect  of  this 
will  be  very  great. 

When  firing  at  long  ranges  the  target  must  be  a  large 
one,  such  as  an  encampment,  barracks,  or  reserves  in  close 
order.  Even  against  such  an  objective  it  is  useless  to  fire 
unless  the  range  is  accurately  known;  otherwise  the  only 
result  will  be  a  waste  of  ammunition,  and  the  exposure  of 
our  position  to  the  enemy,  which  will  call  down  a  heavy 
hostile  fire,  more  particularly  from  the  enemy's  artillery. 
During  this  war  the  terrific  and  powerful  effect  of  artillery  fire 
has  been  most  marked.  Consequently,  troops  should  not  be 
exposed  unless  a  favourable  opportunity  presents  itself. 
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(29)  A  Ruaaiaii  Study  of  Japanese  Tactics. 


Teanslatiox  of  inBtructious  issued  by  Qenetul  KuBOPATKlK 
to  the  Uussiao  troops,  forwarded  by  Major  C.  M.  Ceawfobd^ 
5ib  UurkhoB,  MaacburUi  5th  Jfily  1005. 

A. — IliU-jigtUing  and  AUacks* 

Thb  ftttack  of  the  Japaneae  is  a  eontititioa8  succession  of 
waves,  and  they  oover  relajt  their  etibrta  by  day  ur  night.  If 
rthe  0iie£uy'£§  front  m  narrow,  they  seek  to  outrank  it;  if 
fjtletided,  to  pii^rce  it.  Their  movements  are  usually  carried 
out  imder  cover  of  nighty  and  are  followed  by  an  assault  on  the 
partieuiar  portion  of  the  position  salected  for  attack. 

When  attacking  a  Hank  they  invariably  makt*  a  BimuLtaiieotis 
attack  against  the  front  of  the  poaition  :  it  is  very  necessary « 
therBlore,  to  make  bold  and  carefal  reconnaiaaaBces  in  order  to 
be  able  to  distinguish. between  the  real  and  tiie  feigned  attack. 

A  characteristic  of  tactic^s  of  tlie  Japane^  in  the  hilk  is 
that  they  advance  aiong  the  aidea  of  the  hills  on  a  very  narrow 
front  and  carefully  avoid  vaUeya  They  generally  attack  otir 
positions  from  a  dank. 

These  would  seem  the  best  tactics  to  pursue  in  the  mountains 
of  Manchuria. 

W  the  Japanese  tind  it  absolutely  necessary  to  marcli  along 
a  valley  tbey  wait  until  night  to  do  ao. 

The  Japanese  mountain  artiileiy  moves  in  considerable 
numbers  and  with  gitsat  rapidity  in  the  mountains,  llie 
mountain  guns  always  keep  pace  with  the  infantry,  and  are 
often  boldJy  pushed  forward  to  po»itious  on  our  danka  or  e^eu 
within  our  line  of  defence.  Compared  with  the  Hussian  deld 
guns  the  Japanese  moautaln  gijxm  are  greatly  iulbrior^ — ^both  in 
rapidity  of  fire  and  in  mobility  over  dat  country*  They  have, 
howevei'^  achieved  con^dei*able  suocesa@s  at  times  over  our 
batteries  by  rapidly  changing  their  poaitions  and  taking  up 
new  and  better  ones.  The  Japanese  show  coaaiderable  skill 
in  these  movements,  and  they  appear  to  have  some  special 
equipment  that  enables  them  to  move  so  rapidly.  Moreover, 
their  guns  very  soon  come  into  action  on  potdttons  captured 
ftotn  us,  and  thus  adord  invaluable  support  to  their  inlantry, 
p  ioabling  them  to  retain  what  they  have  worn 


R — Tactim  in  Mai  Country, 

The  Japanese  aE«  in  the  iiabit  of  making  separate  and 
independent  attacks  on  each  ol  the  various  portions  of  our 
posi&onfi:  the  uperutions  are  carried  on  chiedy  by  nights     For 

*  Tbfl  dDoumeM  horn  which  this  trftailation  waA  mmiQ  was,  imongat 
dtlmii,  eapfeured  ftCter  th»  battlo  of  Makdea. 
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example :  On  the  night  of  the  27th  and  28th  September  1904 
they  attacked  the  heights  near  Ku-shu-tzu  village.  "* 

On  the  night  of  the  2i>th  and  30th  they  attacked  and 
occupied  the  heights  of  Dowgolbayaf  and  a  temple  to  the  eastw 

At  daybreak  on  the  1st  October  1904  they  captured 
Han-to-hai  hill,:!:  and  on  the  3rd  October  they  seized  some 
heights  and  a  wood  in  the  vicinity  of  the  above  hill. 

On  each  of  these  occasions,  directly  the  positions  had  been 
captured,  the  Japanese  opened  a  heavy  artillery  fire  on  the 
Russian  trenches  in  the  neighbourhood,  thus  clearing  the  ground 
for  further  action. 

In  making  attacks  the  Japanese  usually  deliver  the  assault 
just  before  dawn,  so  as  to  be  in  possession  of  the  place  by 
sunrisa  During  the  day  they  strengthen  the  position  to  the 
utmost. 

In  order  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible  the 
Japanese  make  one  or  more  false  attacks  before  delivering  the 
real  one.  These  feints  are  supported  by  heavy  artillery  fire. 
Sometimes  the  real  assault  is  delivered  under  cover  of  a  general 
attack  along  the  whole  line.  The  main  object  of  these  false 
attacks  appears  to  be  to  entice  the  enemy's  reserves  away  Irom 
the  real  point  to  be  assailed.  For  example :  On  the  11th  and 
18th  August  1904  they  made  false  attacks  on  the  3rd  Siberian 
Army  Corps  and  on  the  same  day  delivered  a  vigorous  attack 
in  force  on  the  10th  Army  Corps  at  San-ping.  On  the  27th 
and  28th  September  1904  they  made  a  demonstration  against 
the  10th  Army  Corps,  and  on  the  following  day  they  attiicked 
the  17th  Army  Corps.  Again,  on  the  30th  September  they 
threatened  the  1st  and  17th  Army  Corps  and  at  da^' break  on 
the  following  day  they  delivered  a  severe  attack  on  the  10th 
Army  Corps.  In  the  attack  the  Japanese  advance  by  successive 
fractions  of  an  extended  line :  their  supports  follow  similarly 
extended,  100  to  150  yards  in  rear. 

When  in  close  order  formations  under  artillery  fire  the 
Japanese  deploy  at  once. 

For  example,  duriDg  the  fighting  near  Shan-lan-tzu  on  the 
3rd  October  1904  some  of  our  shells  burst  over  a  column  com- 
posed of  two  or  three  battalions.  To  our  surprise  they  extended 
so  smoothly  and  so  rapidly  that  in  one  minute  the  whole  column 
had  deployed.  An  hour  afterwai^ds  a  number  of  scattered 
groups  of  inlantry  appeared  from  some  trees  close  by.  They 
doubled  forward  to  some  bundles  of  kaoliang  stalks  piled 
along  their  front,  and  there  lay  down.  Very  s^on  they  stood 
up  aud  ran  forward  again,  each  mau  carrying  a  bundle  of  the 
millet,  aud  lay  down  again  some  distauce  lurther  on.  In  this 
manuer,  by  successive  rushes,  they  succeeded  in   reaching  the 

♦  8ee  Vol.  I.,  page  630. 

t  If,  ftB  appears  probable,  the  dates  are  given  according  to  the  BoMiaa 
caleudar,  this  is  San-kuai-shih  >Shan;  the  accoont  of  the  attack  is  in 
VoL  L,  pp.  53a-42. 

J  Probably  San-tao-kang-tzo,  VoU  I.,  pa^t^e  &0l. 
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biuiks  uf  tiio  Shxk  Ho,  There  they  o[>ened  out  to  Bfiy  i>r*  sixty 
paces  interval  betweeu  men,  and  Kid  behiad  natural  cover  or 
tiehuid  the  bundles  of  itiiUel  atalka  that  they  ha«i  brought  with 
ihetn« 

1  he  J  appear^  at  first  to  be  lying  still,  but  after  oarisful 
observation  we  perceived  that  they  were  engaged  in  making 
ti«nehes,  and  vejy  soon  these  were  all  eoniiected  up,  and  a  long 
lind  of  treoeh  was  formed,  wiiich  they  defended  obstinateiy. 

By  ihis  skilful  method  of  advance  the  Japanese  succeeded  in 
bringing  up  their  main  body  to  within  eight  hundred  yards  of 
riitilov  Hill  without  attractmg  our  attention;  fortunately  we 
then  discovered  thein  from  tbe  position  of  the  3Srd  Eletaki 
Infantry  Regiment  and  brought  an  efiective  fire  to  bear. 

On  tbe  4th  October  1£^04  we  ob«^rved  that  about  half  a 
Japanese  battalion  had  lisaeuibled  In  a  trench  that  we  had 
previouBly  abandonedi  which  was  directly  in  front  of  the 
SSrd  Eletski  Kegimentp  Here  they  hid  ttieniselven^  for  about 
hali-an-hour.  Parties  of  them  then  ejttended  right  and  left 
of  the  trenchy  creeping  along  the  ground^  and  began  to  dig  *  by 
evening  their  trenches  extended  from  Sha*hcHpa  vilLoge  to 
Sfui.tao«kang-tzu  hilL 

We  once  iiad  an  opportunity  of  clo&ely  watchijig  an  advamxs 
made  by  the  Japanese  ugainBt  the  front  oi  lite  position  held  by 
tbe  ^6th  Orlovski  intantry  Itegimetit.  They  attacked  m  widely 
e  It  tended  flkirmitihiug  order.  The  tiring  hno  advanced  at  the 
double  for  a  short  aisianee,  lay  down  and  commenced  to  dig. 
NolwiUmtanding  our  extretuely  lieavy  tire,  thtsy  again  doubled 
forward,  gtvjng  up  their  hali-constructed  trencbej^,  aud  began  to 
dig  new  onew.  The  Hup^iorts  then  doubled  forward  and  occupied 
the  tfrst  ti'enches  and  completed  them.  When  the  Uriixg  Une 
advanced  from  the  atieond  iint?  of  trencht^^  these  were  occupied 
by  the  supports,  and  tho  reserve:^  thi^u  nia\  ed  up  into  the  tirKt 
hne  of  trench.  The  advance  oQUtinuod  by  succeMsive  rushes  in 
tJ^  manner. 

The  Japanese  umke  a  very  careful  reconnaiaaan ce  of  ground 
over  wluch  it  is  intended  to  attack.  On  the  BOtli  September  we 
could  very  clearly  diacera  their  various  recontioitring  parties 
from  Shang*lan-t:su  village*  At  10  a.ui.  a  patrol  of  about 
80  infantry  appeared  near  Huaug-hua-tien  villagei  and  shortly 
alterwards  an  individual  saidier  crept  down  quite  doi^  to  our 
iiriug  hue,  keeping  well  UDder  cover  and  making  careful  obser- 
TAtiona  Some  men  of  the  pu^trol  m  rear  then  ititentionaUy 
showed  themHalvea,  tired  a  tew  volleys^  at  our  lines  and  hid 
ibecnselve:^  agaitip  evidently  in  order  to  divert  our  attention, 
and  to  allow  the  scout  to  reconnoitre  without  being  dbturbed. 
This  Went  on  ail  that  day  until  5  p.ni. 

The  Japiiiit^:^  artillery  almost  invariably  opens  tire  after  that 
of  the  enemy. 

^  They  utilise  their  infautrj*  to  draw  tlie  enemy's  fire^  and  to 
locate  the  positions  of  his  batteries.  They  then  Hx  the  positions 
of  their  own  guwi  accordingly — Uit^uully  h^  ni^V 
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They  are  very  particular  in  providing  cover  for  their  giiiis» 
even  if  they  are  concealed  from  view  behind  a  village  or  wood. 

The  Japanese  artillery  concentrates  its  fire  first  on  the 
enemy's  batteries,  secondly  on  the  troops,  ammunition  wafions, 
&c.,  in  reserve,  and  finally  upon  the  ground  in  rear  of  the 
enemy's  position,  in  order  to  prevent  reinforcements  from 
being  sent  up.* 

They  occasionally  cease  firing  for  a  short  time  and  then 
re-open  fire  with  renewed  energy.  These  pauses  in  the  fire  are 
apparently  to  make  us  believe  that  we  have  got  the  true  range, 
and  have  caused  them  damage.  During  the  cessation  of  me 
the  gun  crews  all  take  cover  under  shelters  or  in  a  trench. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  accuracy  with  which  they  hit 
villages,  hills,  &c.,  at  almost  the  first  shot,  that  the  Japanese 
batteries  are  provided  with  excellent  maps. 

The  Japanese  infantry  fire  is,  as  a  rule,  wild,  but  it  is 
superior  in  rapidity  to  ours.  The  Japanese  infantry  does  not 
hesitate  to  make  night  attacks,  and  in  these  cases  they  make 
great  use  of  hand-grenades.  It  is  impossible  not  to  admire  the 
bravery  and  activity  of  the  Japanese  soldiers;  the  latter  is 
doubtless  due  chiefiy  to  their  Ught  equipment  and  to  their 
natural  fondness  for  the  offensive. 

*  Vide  acooant  of  eaptora  of  208-Metre  Hill  in  Diary  of  tlie  Siege  of 
Port  Arthar.^0.  N.  0.,  page  401. 
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(30)  Russian  Notes  on  the  Japanese  Faroes. 


TlUKSLATiDH  of  a  Paper  found  in  the  RuiBian  Linee  after 
the  Battle  of  the  Sha  Ho,  and  forwarded  by  CaT>tain 
J,  B.  Jardini:.  D.S,0.,  5th  Lancers,  Yen-tai  Colliery, 
tfanchuria,  8th  Fehraary  1£K>5. 


The  fnllowiDg  statement  was  found  among  the  papers  taken 
fn>m  the  Russiana  stibf^eqnetit  to  the  battle  of  the  Sha  Ha  It 
8eem»  to  hava  been  distributed  to  each  battalion  in  adrJitioD  to 
aeyeral  other  statemenis  concemiiig  the  forces,  organisation,  and 
untforma  of  the  Japanese  Army; 

It  ban  been  translated  from  Rnssmn  into  Japanese,  and  from 
Japanese  into  English  by  Japanese  interpreters. 


THE  TACTICS  AND  WAR  PREPARATION  OF  THE 
JAPANESE  ARMY, 

Th^^  Afq^iiranm  wnd  Ohn/ra^teridins  of  tke  Japanese  Army, 

The  *%tildier  is  short  and  his  physical  development  is 
imperfect^  but  he  has  a  h*^'i'thy-lfK*kiiig  frame,  and  though  a 
little  slow  in  action,  he  is  quick  in  understanding  and  ingenious. 
Ltghtnees  of  heart,  ingeniousness,  peraeverancft  and  un»elfish- 
nesR  are  the  chief  qualities  of  the  Japanese  solrller.  He  can 
march  long  distaneen  without  taking  many  things  with  him ; 
Ihia  stmplieity  is  due  to  his  simple  way  of  living  at  home. 
Since  the  North  China  troubles  in  1900  some  of  the  Japanefie 
paperR  have  been  complaining  that  the  Japunese  Army  haa 
done  long  marches  with  heavy  equipment  that  e^baust^  the 
men  greatly.  The  Japanese  are  naturally  a  military  race  and 
take  readily  to  a  soldiers  life,  adapting  themselves  readily  to 
milttary  discipline,  while  the  nanHX^mmiasioned  officers  and  men 
observe  even  the  minutest  detailB  of  army  discipline. 

The  fighting  training  of  the  Japanese  Army  is  modelled 
upon  the  German  system  of  1880,  with  some  modification. 
The  infantry,  whether  in  company  or  battalion,  are  clever  in 
manceuvring,  their  movements  are  precise  and  quick,  and  they 
have  a  wonderful  capacit^^  for  marching.  Tin*  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  lance-corporals  are  thu  Benior  soldiem* 
and  they  show  intelligence  as  well  as  ingenuity  in  dealing  with 
problems  indepentlently  as  they  arise.  The  company  com- 
manders are  diligent  and  clever  in  managements  Their 
oanacity  for  shooting  is  Rlightly  inferior  to  the  rest  of  their 
attaininents* 
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The  hordes  of  the  cavalry  are  very  poor,  weak  and  badly 
trained,  and  they  are  not  quiet  in  the  ranks.  Each  man  rides 
after  his  own  fashion,  and  firenerally  his  seat  is  neither  well 
balanced  nor  easy.  The  riders  use  four  reins  with  the  bridle, 
and  the  speed  of  the  horses  is  not  well  developed  ;  they  do  not 
trot.  In  their  march  they  cannot  keep  tocjether.  These  defects 
show  that  the  Japanese  have  no  good  cavalry  instructors,  and 
they  are  not  well  trained  in  handlinfi^  their  animals.  These 
defects  'are  partly  due  to  the  physical  character  of  Japan, 
which  has  few  wide  plains  and  gives  no  opportunity  of  im- 
proving their  horsemanship.  The  equipment  is  not  uniform 
and  is  unscientifically  made;  in  other  words  the  saddle  is 
placed  on  the  necks  of  the  horses,  so  that  when  they  trot 
quickly  they  shake  the  riders  very  much,  and  many  of  the 
Japanese  cavalry  horses  have  sores  on  their  backs  and 
shoulders.* 

The  material,  horses,  and  equipment  of  the  artillery  are 
fairly  ^ood.  Their  horses  are  small  and  are  badly  trained. 
The  artillery  ai'e  extremely  slow  on  the  march  with  heavy  f[um 
of  later  invention,  for  their  horses  are  poor  and  the  land  is 
mountainous.  The  gunners  are  clever  in  manoeuvring  and  in 
loading,  aiming,  and  selectinor  the  target,  as  well  as  lapng  their 
guns.  They  are  wonderfully  calm  and  quiet,  and  handle  the 
guns  skilfully  with  the  utmost  confidence,  but  the  training  and 
discipline  of  the  artillery  is  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  infantry. 
Their  accuracy  in  shooting  is  aboui'  the  same  as  that  of  our 
gunners. 

Tdctical  Preparation. 

(The  statements  under  this  heading  were  derived  from 
material  gathered  during  Japanese  manoeuvres  since  1896.) 

The  infantry  march  in  fours  and  face  to  a  flank ;  the 
cavalry  in  column  of  threes ;  while  the  artillery  march  with 
one  gun  in  line  of  column.  Between  detachments  are  the 
following  spaces  : — a  battalion  or  regiment  25  or  40  paces. 
The  marching  speed  of  a  detachment,  which  consists  of  three 
arms,  is  about  4J  to  5  versts  (3  to  Si  miles)  an  hour.  The 
Japanese  march  in  large  bodies,  thongh  columns  extend  to  a 
long  distance,  and  a  halt  of  from  1^  to  2  hours  is  made  in  each 
march.  In  war  they  send  forward  a  force  of  independent 
cavalry,  which  generally  consists  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
cavalry  attached  to  the  column.  In  'advancing  they  are  pro- 
tected by  the  advanced  guard  ;  out  of  this  advanced'guard,  they 
send  the  vanguard  or  point.  The  advanced  guard  consists  of 
about  a  quarter  of  the  whole  body  of  infantry,  one-seventh  to 
one-third  of  the  artillery,  as  well  as  a  company  of  engineers 


*  The  latest  Bnmiian  papers  have  published  fuller  criticisms  on  the 
Japanese  cavalry,  and  pointed  ont  also  that  the  Japanese  have  begui  to 
realise  their  defects,  and  are  trying  hard  to  improve  horses  and  aqn^ 
ment. — J.  B.  J. 
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and  a  small  Iroop  of  cavalry.  Tlie  vanguard  eoDBiste  chiefly  of 
a  SfDall  body  of  infauitry  and  cavalry.  The  point  ir  specially 
formed  of  the  cavalry,  a^id  senHs  patrob  to  the  front.  Tht 
Japanese  have  neither  flank  *riiards  Jinr  stfitionary  flank  patrols  ; 
th^  Bend  out  thee©  occasionally  in  different  direct! ohk  to  search 
localities  and  note  their  topociraphical  features-  The  advani^d 
iruard  goes  forwanl  from  itft  main  hndy  like  that  of  tlye 
Soifliaii  Army ;  iis  duties  vary  with  different  forcei^  of  the  army 
with  the  fiistanc^J  march©*!,  and  vrith  the  topouniphical  features 
of  the  eoiintrf  tht^oii^h  which  the  anny  advances  ;  when  an 
advanced  guani,  sent  frnni  a  division,  marches  through  hilly 
conntry,  it  always  set^  out  an  hfmr  earlier  than  ita  main  body^ 
Tlie  part^  and  order  of  a  column  are  a8  follows : — As  pointy  a 
small  body  of  cavalry  (nbout  a  qufirter  of  a  squadron),  then 
a  lar^  body  of  infantry,  followed  bv  the  whole  body  of 
artillery ;  the  re^  of  the  infantry  and  the  engineers  and 
bridi^nsr  columns. 

In  advancini;.  they  have  a  Rmall  rear  guard.  When  one  or 
more  divisions  advance,  they  take  several  roads  ;  in  such  a  case 
the  advanced  tjuarcl  is  »ent  forwnrj  fr-om  one  of  the  eolumnsj 
pen  orally  from  the  middle  column.  Connection  between 
oolumna  advancing  in  the  same  direction  is  very  weat  In 
retiring,  the  formation  of  the  anTiV  is  the  same  as  that  in 
advancing,  but  in  this  case  the  retirement  is  protected  by  the 
rear  guard  ;  itn  force  and  distHnce  from  the  main  body  arc  the 
mme  as  those  of  the  advanced  guard  in  marching. 


CycUata  and  Tranaport, 

There  are  five  or  six  military  cyclists  in  each  regiment ; 
they  adTanoi  in  hont  of  the  regiment  and  do  the  work  of 
orderlies  and  patrols.  Sometimes  a  part  of  the  cyclists  is 
attached  to  an  advaocod  gnanl.  or  to  a  point  which  consists  of 
the  cavalry  only.  A  country  like  Japan,  where  roads  are  gixni 
aod  horses  are  scait^,  1^^^^  ample  room  for  military  cyeliste$  to 
compete  with  mounted  orderlies  in  speed. 

In  advancing,  the  first  line  transport  goes  immediately  aft^r 
the  body  to  which  it  belongs.  A  sergeant  or  corporal  goes  with 
the  transport;  the  second  line  miwes  about  two  versta  fl  f^  miles) 
behind  the  rear  guard,  A  divisional  train  is  divided  into  two 
echelons ;  the  first  lino  of  columns  is  placed  at  a  distance  of 
a  days  march  from  its  main  bmly.  while  the  second  line  of 
oalnmnfi  is  placed  at  a  di^nce  of  a  day's  march  from  the 
firit  The  arrangement  of  the  echelons  is  settled  by  the 
divisional  commander* 

Quariertt. 

The  Japanese  army  in  choosing  its  quarters  it*  almoat 
always  indifferent  to  the  distance  of  the  enemy  or  any  otb^ 
circnmstance.  Tn  quart rrin^,  infantry  is  in  front,  then  the 
artillery,  ,then  the  cavalry  and  trains.    The   advanced   guard 
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marches  in  front  about  one  verst  (frds  mile)  from  the  main 
force.  It,  as  well  as  the  inlying  piquets^  goes  into  quarters^  bot 
in  quarters,  the  soldiers  never  undress. 

The  Service  of  Security. 

In  the  service  of  security,  they  use  fix>m  one  to  several 
companies  of  infantry.  Each  company  sends  out  two  small 
bodies  of  sentries,  and  they  are  posted  at  a  distance  of  two 
versts  (Ijt  miles)  from  the  main  body,  and  a  larger  body  of 
sentries  in  great  force  is  posted  half  a  verst  behind  the  front 
8entrie&  As  a  rule,  each  piquet  is  stationed  on  a  road ;  each 
post  contains  three  soldiers ;  two  of  them  take  the  service  of 
security  alternately,  while  one  does  patrol  duty,  advancing  a 
little  way  forward  from  the  sentry  post  Out  of  each  piquet 
patrols  are  sent  out  to  search  along  the  sentry  lines.  Both 
piquets  and  patrols,  small  and  large,  go  into  quarters,  but  they 
are  fully  prepared  for  fighting  at  any  moment.  The  outposts 
remain  out  until  the  point  of  an  advanced  guard  arrives  at  the 
sentry  line,  when  they  rejoin  the  main  body. 

Reconmaiaaance  Duty. 

Reconnaissance  duty  and  cavalry  patrolling  are  the  same 
as  those  in  our  army.  The  duty  of  an  independent  patrol  is 
full  of  minute  details ;  his  report  is  trustworthy  and  accurate. 
The  movement  of  a  large  cavalry  patrol  is  undecided,  that  is 
to  say,  when  it  meets  with  the  enemy  it  tries  first  to  take  the 
defensive,  which,  however,  it  soon  gives  up  and  retires  when  a 
small  body  of  the  enemy's  infantry  attacks  the  position.  Infantry 
patrols  are  clever  in  performing  reconnaissance  duties. 

The  Engagement 

The  method  of  fighting  in  the  Japanese  army  which  we 
have  observed  in  manoeuvres  is  as  follows : — 

Infantry. 

The  fighting  body  consists  of  skirmishers,  fighting  line,  and 
supports.  There  is  no  support  (T)  to  each  of  these  separate 
bodies.  Each  company  sends  out  two  sections  of  skirmishers 
(one  company  consists  of  three  sections),  and  as  the  skirmishers 
are  not  in  extended  order,  they  are  practically  in  dose  order  of 
one  line,  keeping  a  short  space  between  the  sections.  The  men 
in  the  firing  line  generally  lie  down  and  take  advantage  of  any 
cover.  The  non-commissioned  officers  and  leaders  of  the  sections 
kneel  on  one  knee^three  pacesTbehind  'the  firing  line.  The  sup- 
ports take  their;  places  40^or  50  paces  behind  the  firing  line,  and 
when  the  skirmishers  stay  at  the  same  place  for  some  time,  the 
supports  kneel  on  one  knee,  holding  the  rifle  close  to  the  leg. 
The  supports  generally  consist  of  about  one-half  of  the  infantry, 
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Mad  they  are  posted  from  200  to  300  paces  Ixshind  the  firing 

phie  and  form  a  colunin  behind  the  centre  of  the  tiring  line. 

iTha  supporta  sit  down^  or  kneel  down  on  one  knee-     Before 

ihe  firing  line  is  esc  tended,  the  leading  officers  go  forward   to 

re<?f>nnoitre  the  local  conditions,  and  they  do  this  work  expositvg 

I thetn selves  and  giving  good   taints  to  the  enemy.     When  a 

Feompany  i^  ordered  to  take  some  poflition,  it  sets  out  in  cloBe 

order,  and  when  it  re^iches  the  ptvsition  it  sends  out  skirmishers 

but  has  no  flanking  guard. 

Tlie  infantry  tire  independently  or  by  volleys.  Volley  firing 
L&l  adopted  when  the  euetay  10  at  long  range,  while  independent 
raring  is  adopted  when  the  enemy  ia  within  1,000  paces. 
Company  commaudeni  and  section  leaders  command  the  tirin^f 
point  out  the  t*irget,  and  give  the  range,  but  their  estimate  of 
diittance  is  imperfect  Independent  Hring  is  ordered  by  whistle 
of  the  company  commander,  the  order  being  repeated  by  the 
non-commissioned  officers.  The  sighting  ^id  loading  of  the 
riflea  are  accurate  and  f|utck. 

To  reinforce  the  finng  line  the  supports  of  the  company  are 

adde<h     In  this  case  the  i^upports  fortn  in  extended  order  and 

fill  up  the  spaces  between  the  sections.     If  additional  reinforce* 

nient^i  are  naedod  the  sup[>orts  form  extended    order  and   go 

I  forward  between  the  compames.  which  are  already  in  e&tended 

'  order.     If  still  further  additions  are  needed  they  adopt  another 

metho<]|  and  eome  portion  of  the  suppoii;^  will  make  a  second 

L  firing  Hue  ckjse  behind  the  first,  forming  in  extended  oi'der 

renitaible  for  their  tiring.     In  this  case  the  6rst  line  takes  the 

^yit^S  down  position,  while  the  second  line  takes  the  standing 

or   knt-eling  position.      The    increase    of    the    firing    line    by 

reinf*>rcement  is  accomplished   very   quickly  after   the   firing 

begins.     In  other  w^ords,  the  supports  may  foim  port  of  the 

ikirmisliing  line  in  a  few  minutes  after  the  tighting  begins;  by 

this  time  the  fighting   body  consists  of  many  extended  lines 

r  and  all  the  t^upprtrt^.     The  supports  also  form  in  extended  order 

I  quickly  (especially  when  vn  tJie  defence)  as  they  approach  the 

I  line.     Generally  all  the  supports  are  joined  to  the  fighting  body 

f  within  twenty  or  twenty -five  minutes  after  the  fighting  be|(in^ 

In   doing  this  the  fighting  body  must  move  in  front  of  the 

enemy,  quite  exposed,  in  order  to  extend  one  or  both  flanks. 

Therefore,  as  we  have  ohserveJ  at  manceuvres.  when  on 
the  ih^fence  great  confusion  is  caused  when  the  tlatiks  ar<^ 
threatened  or  the  enemy  attem])ts  a  turning  movement  In 
advancing  the  firing  line,  the  whole  body  goes  forward,  move- 
,  ment  when  far  from  the  enemy  being  at  the  ordinary  pace< 
I  when  within  a  short  distance  at  the  double.  Sometimes  each 
bo<ly  advances  se|iaratcly  by  ruslies.  In  mshing,  they  *lo  not 
double,  but  make  the  m&h  when  they  arrive  at  a  distance 
of  forty  or  fifty  paces,  AH  the  suppc*rts  double  after  the  firing 
line  and  the  advance  of  the  firing  line*  is  geaenilly  confused ; 

*  In  ad^aiiciftg  uader  fire  they  do  not  move  by  the  regttlation  double!, 
tml  by  rapid  ruahet  of  ^  paoee.— Iritd.  laa  H* 
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they  get  close  together  and  advance  obliquely,  moreover  they 
expose  their  flank  to  the  enemy  and  move  right  acrosB  tl^e 
front  of  the  enemy.  They  fire  very  seldom  daring  the  advance. 
The  retirement  of  the  firing  line  is  alwajrs  too  quick  and 
disorderly ;  they  do  not  fire  till  they  get  back  to  the  first 
position  where  they  were  before.* 

To  defend  a  position,  the  infantiy  form  a  long  firing  line  in 
close  order^  and  the  supports  are  also  quickly  extended ;  when 
there  is  time  they  make  trenches  deep  enough  to  enable  them 
to  kneel,  and  if  there  is  no  time  they  take  shelter  behind  the 
line  of  defence,  and  each  section  sends  out  a  man  about  twenty 
or  twenty-five  paces  in  front  of  the  line  to  watch  the  enemy. 
The  man  will  remain  in  his  place  kneeling  down  on  one  knee 
as  long  as  Are  is  not  opened,  and  after  firing  is  opened  he  rejoins 
the  line.  The  Japanese  infantry  never  attempt  to  attack  with 
bayonets,  for  they  believe  that  with  the  modem  rifle,  attack 
with  the  bayonet  is  impracticable,  and  that  the  issue  of  the 
battle  must  be  decided  by  powder  and  shot.  For  this  reascm 
the  infantry  use  rapid  fire  instead  of  the  bayonet.  The  rapidity 
of  fire  varies  at  distances  of  from  300  to  800  paces,  and  with 
the  local  features  of  the  ground.  As  they  reach  the  right 
distance,  the  supports,  both  on  the  defensive  and  on  the  offen- 
sive, close  up  on  to  their  firing  lines ;  a  halt  is  then  made  at  the 
right  distance  and  a  heavy  fire  opened.  The  Japanese  believe 
that,  then,  one  of  the  two  forces  opposed  must  i-etreat. 

The  fire  tactics  in  defence  are  as  fgllows  : — 

When  the  enemy  approaches  within  a  distance  of  800  to 
300  paces,  a  special  signal  is  given  to  the  firing  line,  which 
leaves  the  trench  shouting  "  Ya**  fixes  bayonets,  advances  40 
to  50  paces;  at  this  moment  the  supports  behind  the  firing 
line  approach  the  line,  forming  in  close  order,  and  make  a 
second  line,  firing  iii  a  standing  position.  At  this  critical 
moment  the  force  on  the  defensive  leaves  cover  and  is  exposed 
in  the  open,  giving  an  excellent  target  to  the  infantry  and 
artillery  of  the  enemy.  In  manoeuvres  the  rapid  firing  con- 
tinues fi*om  (t)  minutes  to  1  hour,  until  the  order  is  given  to 
cease  fire. 

Cavalry. 

The  cavalry  takes  very  little  part  in  actual  fighting,  and 
generally  does  not  keep  watch  on  the  fiank^^ ;  it  is  anxious  to 
be  sheltered  behind  the  line,  and  does  not  try  to  take  advantage 
in  attacking  the  enemy.  Even  when  they  see  a  good  oppor- 
tunity, the  men  do  not  ride  rapidly  forward,  being  more  anxious 
not  to  fall  off  their  horses  than  to  quicken  their  speed. 

Artillery. 

The  artillery  takes  up  an  independent  position,  and  on  the 
defensive  some  part  of  the  gunners  (about  a  third)  are  held  in 
support     Generally  speaking,  the  selection  of  positions  is  badly 

*  All  this  is  very  tnie.^Irvtd.  Ian  K.  t  Omitstod  in  originaL 
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donf,  and  the  field  of  fire  h  very  lioiited  and  narrow.  When  it 
takes  up  a  position  in  tbi^  open  field  the  artillery  constructs 
opaalmenti.  When  it  advatiL^es  t«  a  fighting  position,  its  order 
is  not  incorrect,*  the  speed  is  slow  and  expoaefl  it  to  the  enemy, 
fio  that  it  takes  from  three  to  seven  m  inn  tea  before  the  guns 
can  fire  after  the  position  has  been  taken  up>  Tlnvugh  the 
Iring  in  very  orderly,  and  the  gunners  are  invariably  brave, 
Heir  pmcticse,  though  calm  an  I  quiet,  is  altogether  slow.  The 
artillery  does  not  change  position  white  the  fighting  is  going  on, 
so  that  it  cannot  give  proper  aiisistance  to  the  infantry  at  the 
moment  of  attjwik.  The  art  tilery  when  on  the  defensive  does 
not  open  fire  upon  the  enemy f  ;  though  it  may  see  on  effective 
l«r^et,  it  waito  for  the  enemy's  fire,  Tiie  ammunition  wagons 
ars  plao€Hl  near  the  guns,  and  tho  speed  of  the  fire  in  more  or 
ie<»  qnickened.  Some  of  the  Japanese  papers,  in  their  eriticism 
of  the  Pei-chih-li  fight  of  1900,  complained  that  the  Japanese 
artillery  was  generally  unsatisfactory. 

EugineetiL 

The  engineers  belong  to  the  advanced  gtiard  ;  they  repair 
the  road 4  and  lay  the  telephone  and  telegraph  wires  between 
tlie  a*lvance*i  and  rear  guaids.  The  telephoae  and  telegraphic 
eommiiniaitions  are  put  up  very  speedily.  The  engineers  do 
active  work,  taking  the  itmiei^shlp  in  building  cover  and  opaul- 
tnentfl  for  the  gunnenj.  The  work  is  done  quickly,  and  has  the 
mppe^ance  of  being  well  made,  but  it  is  often  unsuited  to  the 
to[K>graj  >h  i  cal  con  d  i  1 1  ons . 


Esmvise  of  Different  Arms, 

The  charaeteriatics  of  the  different  arms  in  manceuvres  are 
«»  follows : — 

L  In  defence,  they  like  to  take  up  a  position  with  a  wide 
range  in  front. 
In  offensive  tactics,  the  order  and  position  of  the  arms 
are  always  the  same  whatever  the  eircumatanoes  may 
be. 

3  la  marching,  a^  well  as  in  fighting.  Bank  guards  were 
neglected. 

4  In  marching,  the  main  body  is  separated  by  a  long  distance 
from  the  advanced  guard,  so  that  tfie  latter  alone  muflt 
engage  the  enemy  for  some  time. 

In  attack  the  objective  is  not  definitely  pointed  out. 
They  use  the  supporti  too  quickly,  and  exhaust  power  to 

repulse  the  enemy  when  the  latter  a^lupt  a  Hanking 

or  turning  movement 
They  do  not  recognix^  the  need  of  eontinuing  the  fight 

till  bayonets  are  crossed. 


•  Correct  (P). 


t  All  fery  true*— -In'iJ,  lau  H. 
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8.  They  avoid  wooded  localities,  especially  in  moimtaiiioiv 

country. 

9.  They  make  frontal  attacks  without  attempting  tuniin}; 

movement& 

10.  In   defensive    tactics    they  take    little   pains  to   avail 

themselves  of  natural  cover,  but  content  themsdvea 
with  trenches  or  epaulments. 

11.  The  retreat  is  made  when  it  is  necessary ;  in  this  case  the 

infantry  of  the  main  body  retreats  first,  then  the  whole 
body  of  the  artillery,  and  lastly  the  remaining  force  of 
the  infantry. 

12.  They  do  not  like  night  attacks  or  night  marches. 

13.  In  an  army  of  more  than  two  divisions  each  division  haa 

a  separate  commander,  so  there  is  no  connection 
between  the  divisions,  and  the  action  of  each  ia 
independent. 

Several  of  the  Japanese  papers  have  been  speaking  of  the 
real  value  of  their  own  army  which  distinguished  itself  in  the 
China  campaign  (1900)  and  urge  that  i£ough  the  Japanese 
army  succeeded  when  operating  in  small  bodies  it  will  be  much 
inferior  to  the  European  armies  in  combating  big  armies. 
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(31)  The  Japanese  Infantry  Attack. 


RXPORT  by  Lieut-Colonel  A,  L  Haldane,  RS.O,,  Qeneral  Staff, 
Tokio,  15th  October,  1905. 


Plates, 

Battle    of    Hei'kou-tai.      Attack    of  iha    5th  \  Mapa   HZ  and 
DiviJ^ion  near  Ta-tai  *  -  *  j       S3(a), 

fi&tile  of  Mukden.     Attack  of  the  8th  Piviaion 

on  Chang' tan         -  -  -  *     Map  S4. 

Battle  of  Mukden.    Attack  of  the  iJst  Infantry 

Begunent  on  Tu-chang-ho      ^  -  -     Bound  in  textn 


FcTvnaiion  for,  and  Gerwral  Princijda  of.  Attack 

In  tim  formation  of  their  infantrj^  for  the  attack  the 
Japanese  appt>ar  to  be  guided  by  the  following  general  rules, 
namely,  that  fomiatiooB  should — 

(a)  present  a  difficult  Uirget  to  the  enemy, 

(6)  offer  the  greateiit  facility  for  6re  at  alt  times, 

(c)  furnish  the  power  of  reachty  taking  cover, 

(i)  promote  mobility. 

(«)  lend  thetiiKelves  to  easy  reinforcement,  and 

(/)  thti  maiDtenance  of  comuiand. 

Soind  of  theee  pointn  have,  during  the  courae  of  the  war  in 
Uancliuria,  been  given  at  times  greater  prominence  than  others, 
but»  on  the  whole,  it  may  he  said  that  the  mont  etrikiog  feature 
of  their  attack  is  that  when  they  move  tliey  do  bo  with  great 
rapidity — the  pace  increasing  as  tlicy  near  tlie  enemy ;  by  this 
meanM  their  own  awntl  m  increaBed«  while  tliat  of  the  enemy 
ia  correspondingly  diminished,  and  the  target  for  hia  rifle  and 
artillery  tire  made  more  difficult 

The  primary  object  m  to  gain  a  position  from  600  to 
800  yanls  distant  from  the  opposing  force,  whence,  supports 
by  artillery,  the  necesimry  hre  preparation  by  rifles  can  be 
made.  Thi:3  position  rt^actiixly  dnys  of  heavy  fighting  Bometime« 
follow,  involving  much  entrenching  before  a  parallel  utill  more 
advance  is  secured,  from  which,  after  a  further  weakening 
the  enemy *i<  strengtii  ami  moral  by  fire,  occaflionatly  aaftisted 
hy  the  use  of  haTid-grenmles  and  mortars  firing  Ijombs,  the  line 
rould  be  aenaulted.     Thus,  iu  spite  of  the  fact  that  mobilitj 
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— obtained  although  the  men  carry  packs  and  much  ammniii- 
tion — is  the  most  noteworthy  feature  of  the  attack,  the 
operation  is  performed  with  great  deliberation  combined  with 
extreme  patience^  and,  as  in  the  attack  of  a  fortress,  the  ground 
is  gradually  but  firmly  secured. 

The  stubborn  resistance  of  the  Russians,  posted  generally 
behind  a  line  of  obstacles,  and  the  open  nature  of  the  ground, 
have  caused  engagements  to  be  much  prolonged,  and  battles, 
which  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  campaign  were  concluded 
between  dawn  and  dusk,  some  months  later  covered  several 
days.  But  their  unusual,  and  indeed  unexpected,  length  is 
not  to  be  attributed  alone  to  these  causes,  for  experience  has 
taught  the  Russians  the  value  of  concealing  men  and  guns, 
and  as  that  l&sson  has  been  taken  to  heart,  the  troubles  m  the 
Japanese  in  attack  have  proportionately  grown.  At  Mukden, 
where,  for  this  re€kSon  apart  from  moral  or  other  oonsideratioDS, 
the  Russian  power  of  resistance  was  at  its  best  and  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  attack  were  at  their  greatest — for  the  ground  was 
not  only  exceptionally  bare  but  frozen  hard — the  battle  lasted 
many  days  and  progress  made  was  slow. 

Three  principles  seem  to  be  invariably  followed  by  the 
Japanese  in  carrying  out  an  attack.  The  first  is  careful  recon- 
naissance,  such  as  will  ascertain  with  as  much  accuracy  as 
possible  the  conditions  of  the  enemy's  position,  the  nature  of 
the  obstacles  before  it,  and  his  strength  ;  the  second  a  rapid 
advance  to  a  spot  from  600  to  800  yards  from  the  opposing 
line,  where,  as  already  stated,  the  preliminary  fire  preparation 
is  carried  out;  and  lastly,  entrenching  to  secure  the  ground 
gained  and  to  furnish  a  parallel  from  which  to  make  the  next 
advance.  Oftener  than  not  the  next  step  forward  is  under- 
taken at  night,  but  the  same  procedure  in  the  operation — to 
reconnoitre,  advance,  and  then  entrench — is  rigidly  followed. 
Nothing  is  done  carelessly  or  in  haste,  and  rare  must  be  the 
occasions  where  an  obstacle  unknown  or  unforeseen  is  found 
across  the  path. 

Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  recently  terminated  war  the 
frontage  allotted  to  a  battalion  in  attack  was  300  metres 
(about  328  yards),  and  to  a  brigade  of  six  battalions  four  times 
as  much,  and  up  to  and  including  the  battle  of  Liao-yang  the 
regulation  front  was  generally  kept  by  the  Second  .^rmy. 
After  that  battle,  however,  and  mai*kedly  in  that  of  Hei-kou-tai 
— when  the  ground  was  bare  and  frozen  hard — the  front 
became  wider,  and  more  open  formations  than  those  employed 
at  an  earlier  period  were  adopted.  Some  divisional  commanders, 
it  is  true,  prior  to  the  war  appear  to  have  foreseen  the  necessity 
of  practising  more  open  formations,  and  the  success  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Kigcshi's  Division  (the  6th)  at  the  battle  of  Hei-kou- 
tai,*  and  the  small  losses  that  befel  it  as  compared  to  those 
of  the  8th  Division,  are  a  testimony  to  his  wisdom  and  furnished 

*  See  pages  41  aad  45. 
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to  example  wbicb  was  followed  by  the  Second  Army  in  the 
grei^t  struggle  that  took  place  shortly  after  before  Mukdenn, 
Aft^r  the  battle  of  the  Sha  Ho,  and  before  that  of  Hei-kou-tai, 
•everai  regimenta  of  the  5th  Di vision — ^more  especially  the 
42nd — ^were  frequently  seen  at  drill,  and  the  first  of  the 
following  ejcatnplei^  may  be  taken  as  typical  of  the  formations 
adopted  at  tbat  period. 


Before  extending  for  attack  a  battalion 
probably  already  stands,  in  one  of  the 
foniiations : — 


(a. 


I 


is  drawn  up,  or 

three    following 

(?) 


_._  w 


Besides  these  foroiatiouB  iu  iieetiou  cut  urn  us,  companies  may 
be  in  line,  column,  or  quarter*co]umn  with  their  tliroe  sectioiia 
abrea.^t,  and  from  one  or  another  of  these  assembly  formations 
the  battalion  deploys  for  the  attack. 

In  the  example  under  examination  the  position  to  be 
attacked  was  an  isolated  hill,  distant  from  the  battalion  which 
carried  out  the  practice  about  2,500  yards^,  and  was  assumed 
to  be  held  by  hostile  artillery  and  three  companies  of  infantry. 
JThe  ground  from  the  |>oint  of  assembly  was  open,  but  a  little 
fbover  was  obtainable  on  the  right  flank  at  «ome  small  hillocks 
BOO  yards  from  the  imaginary  enetny,  whose  trenches  wore 
assumed  to  be  at  the  base  of  the  liill  ami  400  yards  from 
the  top. 

The  battalion  was  drawn, up  behind  a  low  bill  a  couplo  of 
bundred  yardu  south  of  the  Sha  Ho,  and  the  major  in  command 
explainecr  at  isome  length  what  his  intentions  were  and  how 
they  were  to  be  executed.  Following  thii^,  a  doxen  i»couta  wer« 
sent  to  the  front  of  the  left  wing,  and  these^  going  forward 
under  an  officer,  reported  the  imaginary  strength  of  the  enemy. 
The  biTttalion  commander,  who^  men  were  standing  in  line  of 
section  colunms  at  clof^e  interval,  now  ordered  three  compauieii 
to  advance  at  deploying  intervals — i.<?„  about  150  yarda  Tliese 
companieji  formed  fours  right  and  wheeled  to  the  left,  and  so 
advanced,  the  front  they  covered  being  about  000  yarda,  or 
Joubk  that  laid  down  by  the  Japanese  infantry  regulationew 
Scouts  were  thrown  out  to  the  right  Hank  to  keep  touch  witli 
the  imaginary  iHitt^ilinn  on  that  mh  or  to  watch  the  ground. 
After  eoveritig  about  ^00  yaids   in  quick  time,  with  m^ms  at 
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the  slope,  the  two  flank  sections  of  the  three  leading  oompaiiies 
doubled  up  into  line,  extending  their  inner  flanks  until  they 
met.  The  men  were  now  in  single  rank,  with  iniervab  of 
about  two  paces  between  them.  The  captain  of  each  company 
remained  with  the  supporting  section,  which  followed,  still  in 
fours,  from  160  to  200  yards  in  rear  of  the  centre  of  its 
extended  line.  Up  to  this  time  and  until  he  joined  the  firing 
line  the  commander  of  the  battalion  had  maintained  oonunand 
over  the  three  leading  companies  by  means  of  connecting  files 
furnished  by  the  reserve,  who  passed  on  his  orders  to  extend,  be. 
The  reserve  comi^any  followed  in  rear  of  the  centre  of  the 
extended  line  in  the  same  formation  as  that  in  which  the  other 
three  companies  had  left  the  assembly  point.  A  little  in  front 
of  it  moved  the  battalion  commander,  with  his  adjutant,  taking 
cover  where  available.  (He  was  on  foot,  and  the  ground  aflTorded 
such  cover  as  Chinese  graves  and  occasional  trees.) 

As  soon  as  the  companies  of  the  firing  line  had  extended, 
section  rushes  of  50  yards  were  made,  one  section  doubling 
forward  at  a  time.  The  sections  did  not  go  forward  in  regular 
order,  and  so  furnished  a  more  difficult  target  for  the  imagmary 
enemy's  guns.  Up  to  1,000  yards  from  the  position  there  was 
no  firing;  but  after  that  distance  some  rounds  were  fired 
independently  at  each  halt,  the  sections  in  front  covering  the 
advance  of  those  in  rear,  and  t;rce  verad.  When  the  firing 
line  had  reached  a  point  800  yards  from  the  position,  the 
.  supporting  sections  joined  it.  The  company  on  the  right  sent 
its  section  to  the  extreme  right ;  that  in  the  centre  appeared  to 
till  up  a  gap  between  two  companies,  and  the  left  company 
probably  sent  its  section  to  the  left  From  the  extreme  right 
everything  could  not  be  clearly  seen.  The  advance  was 
<X)ntinued  by  section  rushes,  made  with  greater  rapidity  and 
for  shorter  distances  than  earlier  in  the  attack.  Meantime  the 
reserve  company  was  closing  up  towards  the  firing  line,  and 
when  that  portion  of  the  battalion  had  arrived  at  600  yards 
from  the  position,  preparations  were  made  to  reinforce.  Line 
was  formed,  and  the  men,  extending  widely,  rushed  to  the  front 
and  reinforced  the  line  wherever  there  were  gaps.  Prior  to  this 
a  long  pause — 10  minutes  or  more — ^liad  been  made  by  the 
firing  line,  which,  presumably,  was  supposed  to  be  unable  to  get 
forward  until  its  own  imaginary  artillery  had  assisted  and  a 
heavy  fire  had  been  poured  on  the  enemy's  position  by  itself. 
It  was  at  this  period  that  the  reserve  company  came  up,  and 
after  its  arrival  the  pause  continued  for  a  brief  time.  Rushes 
then  were  resumed,  these  being  made  by  sections,  and  were 
continued  until  a  point.  300  ycmls  from  the  enemy's  trenches 
was  reached.  Here  bayonets  were  fixed,  officers  drew  their 
swords,  and,  led  by  them  and  the  battalion  commander,  one  long 
rush  was  made  by  the  whole  line  for  the  position.  It  was  made 
with  considerable  rapidity — much  faster  than  a  double — and, 
despite  the  fact  that  the  men  were  carrying  packs  and  had  to 
move  up  a  slight  slope,  they  were  uol  \mdLxi\^  o\x\.  ol  Vstn^tk  «aid 
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k*^pt  veiy  fair  order  On  reaching  the  assumed  entrenchments 
of  the  enemy,  the  cheering  with  which  the  rush  had  been 
nccompanied  ceased  and  tlie  reserve  company  went  forward 
about  200  yardfl  and  fired  on  the  supposed  retreatiog  enemy. 
The  other  companies  formed  up  and  inarched  otf,  followed  by 
Uie  reserve  company*  For  at  least  an  hour — bitterly  cold  as  it 
waa — the  battalion  commander  harangued  hh  officerH  upon  what 
had  taken  place. 

The  points  observed  during  the  exercise  were  as  follows  i — 

Intervals  were  not  particularly  well  kept,  and  where  a 
sUgbtty  hollow  road  ran  parallel  to  the  right  for  some  distance 
the  men  crowded  into  it,  and  would  have  presented  a  good 
target  to  an  enemy. 

The  firing — ** snapping" — was  steady,  and  the  backsight 
wia  adjujfted  with  care  to  the  distances  named, 

Wordi*  of  command  wend  given  clearly  but  quietly,  and  no 
whistles  or  nignak  wer*i  u«ed* 

The  signal  to  rush  was  the  appearance  of  the  officer  in  trout 
of  hifi  sectioni  but,  as  is  natural,  the  men  did  not  rise  up  or  lie 
down  nearly  so  quickly  as  they  habitually  do  in  a  real  attack. 
IJwder  such  circumstances  the  manner  in  which  the  Japanose 
infantry  rnslies,  lies  down,  and  rises  wheti  onlered  i^  remarkable, 
and  gives  the  enemy  a  very  brief  space  in  which  to  direct 
aimed  fire  upon  it;  but  many  men  are  killed  and  wounded 
during  the  pauses  which  follow  each  short  advance,  so  much 
so  that  it  is  considered  that  the  period  of  movement  is  safer 
than  that  of  halt,  an  inducement,  where  posgible,  to  make  the 
attack  as  mobile  as  possible* 

The  reserve  appoared  to  be  well  >  ban  died,  but  would  probably 
have  sufiTet^  fewer  losses — imaginary  ones— Imd  it  extended 
earlier,  aa  bullets  intended  tor  the  tiring  line  would  have 
reached  it 

Tfie  same  battalion  wlio^  attack  has  above  been  described 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Hei-kou*tai,  and,  although  the  fol low- 
account  thereof  has  been  given  in   the  operations  of  the 

and  Japanese  Army  from  20th  October  1D04  to  2&th 
January  1R05,*  it  ia  thought^  well  to  repeat  it  here  as  exempli- 
fying the  gradual  evolution  of  the  Japimese  inlantry  attack 
Mid  ite  approxitnation  to  that  at  present  practised  in  our  own 
armv* 


SBcampli  IL — The  Atkich  of  the  41#^  and  4tnd  Re^m^^ts 
on  (lie  27ik  and  2Sth  Januartf  1905,t 

During  the  battle  of  Hei-kon-tai  the  5th  Division  was  mnt 

from  the  neighbourhood  of  Sluh*Ii*ho  to  Ta-tai  in   order  to 

rprotect  the  right  of  the  8th  Division,  and  fill  the  gap  which 

eiristed  between  it  and  the  Second  Anny  to  the  north.    Two 

of  the   n*giment$,  the  41st  and  42nd.  belonging  to   different 
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brigades,  were  ordered  to  attack  the  Russians  who  were  holding 
the  river-bed  from  Liu-tiao-kou  to  Li-cbia-wo-peng  and  the 
villages  in  rear.  In  carrying  out  this  operation  they  were 
supported  by  5  mountain  batteries  (30  guns).  The  ground 
lying  to  the  north-west  of  Ta-tai  is  a  dead  level  for  aboat 
3,000  yards,  and  singularly  bare,  and  as  the  Russians  were 
practically  invisible  and  safe  from  fire  of  artillery  in  the  river- 
bed, the  advantage  of  position  was  entirely  upon  their  side. 

Lieui-Qeneral  Kigoshi  ordered  the  left  wing — consisting  of 
the  42nd  Regiment-- to  advance  from  Ta-tai  towards  Lin-liao- 
kou,  while  the  I./41st  Regiment,  as  right  wing,  was  directed  to 
move  through  Hsiao-tien-tzu  on  Li-chia-wo-peng,  its  other  two 
battalions  being  at  first  kept  as  a  reserve.  Snow  fell  during 
the  deployment,  and  the  troops  advanced  unperceived  for 
1,000  yards,  when  they  came  under  the  fire  of  three  batteries 
(24  guns)  in  position  near  Li-chia-wo-peng. 

Right  wing  attack— 4fl8t  Itegiment — When  tKe  L/4l8t  first 
deployed  at  a  distance  of  3,000  yards  from  the  enemy  it  had 
two  companies  as  firing  line  and  two  others  in  rear  of  the 
right  flank  in  echelon.  The  leading  companies,  Nos.  3  and  4, 
had  each  two  sections  extended  with  an  mterval  of  five  yards 
between  the  men,  and  one  section  similarly  extended  150  yards 
in  rear.  Nos.  1  and  2  Companies  followed,  as  stated  in  echelon. 
No.  2  being  500  yards  behind  the  support  of  No.  3,  and  Na  1 
50  yards  behind  its  right  rear.  Both  the  reserve  companies 
were  in  column  of  sections  and  unextended.  When  the 
Russian  artillery  opened  fire  the  battalion  lay  down,  and 
when  a  pause  occurred  in  the  firing,  company  rushes,  about 
60  yards  in  length,  were  made,  and  a  line  1,200  yards  from 
the  enemy  reached.  Here  rifle  and  machine  gun  fire  was 
met.  At  this  time  the  supporting  sections  joined  the  firing 
line,  and  No.  2  Company,  coming  up  from  the  reserve,  prolonged 
the  firing  line  to  the  right,  while  No.  7  Company  of  the 
II./41st  was  echeloned  100  yards  behind  that  flank  in  column 
of  sections  extended,  with  100  yards  between  the  sections. 
By  section  rushes  a  line  some  900  yards  from  the  enemy  was 
reached,  by  which  time  Nos.  7  and  5  Companies  of  the  II./41st 
had  joined  the  firing  line  coming  up  on  the  right,  while 
No.  6  and  No.  8  were  in  rear  as  battalion  and  regimental 
reserve  respectively.  Thus  the  firing  line  consisted  of  five 
companies,  each  company  with  a  frontage  of  about  200  yards. 
As  it  was  getting  dark  no  further  advance  was  made  and 
trenches  were  dug  during  the  night.  The  II./41st  was  at  this 
time  forming  part  of  the  brigade  reserve. 

Left  wing — isZnd  Regiment.  —  The  42nd  Regiment  was 
ordered  by  its  commander  to  send  forward  as  first  line  its  2nd 
and  3rd  Battalions,  while  the  1st  Battalion  was  retained  as 
regimental  reserve  in  echelon  on  the  left  rear.  The  commanders 
of  the  two  battalions  forming  the  first  line  allotted  two  com- 
panies to  the  firing  line,  and  kept  two  in  reserve.    Those  in 


INFANTO?  ATTACK, 


607 


the  flring  line  had  each  ona  aection  in  support,  and  the  fni^utage 
of  ateh  com  patiy  was  afxiai  250  yards.  The  two  reserve  mm- 
pimite  folium ed  in  cohiinn  of  sections  extended  like  the  firing 
line,  with  about  300  yards  bdtwt^n  them  an<l  the  support 
and  an  interval  of  200  yanla  between  aectioiia  When  a  line 
900  yards  from  the  Rasaians  was  reached  the  supports  and 
rtN)rve  companies  ha^l  joined  the  fiiing  line,  the  frontage  still 
being  about  1,000  yard^s^  or  500  jard^i  pjr  battalion,  and 
behind  the  left  flank  followed  the  1st  Battalion. 

Thus  the  frontage  of  the  brigade  was  alxmt  2,000  yards, 
which  waft  considerably  gi eater  than  that  taken  up  by  the 
brigndes  of  the  8th  Division — if  the  4th  Brigade  be  excepted. 
The  loflsaa  in  the  5th  Division  on  this  day,  masidering  the  very 
open  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  moderate  artillery  support 
which  the  attack  received,  were  not  heavy,  and  were  Ia*i8  in  the 
right  wing  than  in  the  left*  Jtince  the  former  found  mme  l^light 
cover  behind  Chinese  graves.  That  wing  too  Imd  had  a  thinner 
firing  line  and  fewer  lines  of  troops  following  it  in  KupjuirL 

The  loss^  on  reaching  a  line  situated  at  about  UOO  yards 
fiom  the  RosHi&ns  were  as  follows : — 
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On  the  28th  the  advance  was  continued,*  supporteil  by 
additic^nal  artillery,  and  the  position  was  taken  with  compai-a- 
tively  email  loea,  out  by  this  day  the  i>pposition  was  growing 
weaker,  and  it  was  evident  that  the  Rua^ians  intende<l  to  bresk 
off  the  action. 
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Example  III. — The  Attack  on  Chang-tan  hytheSlh  Ditmion.* 

The  greater  part  of  this  attack  took  place  on  the  right 
bank  of  i^e  frozen  Hun,  whose  bed  is  about  15  feet  below  the 
surrounding  country,  but  a  smaU  portion  of  the  force  engaged 
operated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  The  ground  on  botii 
fiides  is  very  open. 

Distribution  of  the  Troops. 
Right  Wing  (on  left  bank  of  the  Hun  Ho) : — 
II./32nd  Infantry  Regiment. 
2  machine  guns. 
1  section  of  engineers. 

Centre  (on  right  bank  of  Hun  Ho)  : — 
16th  Brigadet  (less  II./32nd  Infantry). 
6  machine  guns. 
1  company  of  engineers. 

Left  Wing  (on  right  bank  of  Hun  Ho) : — 
II./5th  Infantry  Regiment. 
1  squadron  cavalry. 

1  battalion  mountain  guns.     (18  guns.) 

2  mcMshine  guns. 

2  sections  of  engineers. 

AHiUery  (irrespective  of  the  guns  mentioned  above) : — 
1  battalion  mountain  guns.     (18  guns.) 
1  battery  captured  field  guns.     (6  gun&) 
1  battalion  Independent  Field  ArtUlery.     (18  guns.) 
1  company  of  engineers. 

Reserve  of  the  Division : — 

I.  and  III./5th  Infantry  Regiment 

N.B. — The  31st  Regiment  of  infantry  of  the  8th  Division 
was  with  General  Oku,  forming  part  of  the  reserve  of  the 
Second  Army. 

Ist  March 

Connection  was  maintained  with  the  5th  Division  on  the 
east,  and  from  an  e€u:ly  hour^  in  order  to  ascertain  the  enemy's 
condition,  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  was  directed  against  Tueh- 
pu-tzu  and  the  vicinity  of  that  village.  During  the  previous 
night  and  the  early  hours  of  the  Ist  the  infantry  had  crept 
forward  and  had  succeeded  in  reaching  a  line  distant  only 
700  yards  from  the  enemy,  where  they  had  established  them- 
selves under  cover  of  a  parapet  constructed  partly  of  earth 
dug  with  difficulty,  but  mostly  of  sandbags,  filled  and  carried 
forward.  Here  the  troops  lay  concealed  until  such  time  as  the 
advance  was  ordered  to  take  place.  The  Russian  infantry  had 
opened  rifle  fire  at  daybreak,  but  the  Japanese  were  ordercNcl  not 

•  See  Map  84.  t  17th  and  82ad  Begimenta. 
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to  reply.    They  were  at  this  time  dispose*!   as  fullows  for  tbe 
ccdiDg  attack  I — 

Right  Wirhg  Column*— IL'Ztnd  all  deployed  wHb  the  section 
of  en^neers  in  reserve . 

CmUre  Coliimn.— In  first  line,  four  battaliona,  with  one 
battalion  in  reserve. 

Left  WiTtg  Colwmn, — Not  deployed.  (Beyond  the  left  wing 
was  Major-Oeneral  Akiyama'id  Cavalry  Brigade,  and 
further  to  the  weat  the  Third  Army  was  comiBg  up.) 

While  thefte  preparations  were  being  made  reeonnaissaneee 
took  placo,  and  it  became  known  that  the  enemy  was  in  occupa- 
tion of  two  houee^  at  the  Boulherii  side  of  Yiieli-pu-tm,  and  that 
his  line  of  defence,  which  wm  strongly  constructed  and  held, 
extended  thence  towards  the  north-west.  From  tlie  south  of 
Yneh-pu^tsu  m  far  as  the  bank  of  tlie  Hun  there  w^is  abattie, 
hut  the  dtrfences  west  of  the  village  were  comparatively  weak. 
Hi»  strength  was  uncertain,  bvit  it  was  judged  to  amount  to 
about  one  brigade  of  infantry,  while  ti is  artillery,  east  and  went 
of  Nien-yn*pao  and  north- west  of  Yueh-pu-tzu,  could  not  only 
bring  a  direct  tiro  on  the  divi&ion  but  also  assail  the  right  and 
centre  with  Hank  Hre  frtmi  the  sand  hills  east  of  the  Uun. 

After  a  short  time  the  Japanese  infantry  Dj^ened  a  deliberate 
iire,  but  no  advance  waa  made  as  it  was  necessary ^  in  aco^rdance 
with  General  Okn'n  orders,  to  await  the  progress  of  the  5tb 
Division  across  the  Hun.  About  10,40.  n,m.  information  was 
receive  by  the  GO.C*  the  8th  Division  that  "the  centre 
column  of  the  5th  Division  bad  ndvanceti  against  the  enemy 
at  Li-chiH'WO-peng*  from  the  cistern  corner  of  Liu-tiao*kou/' 
whereupon  orders  were  issued  for  the  right  wing  ^d  centre 
columns  to  open  the  attack  towards  their  respective  fronts. 
Thtj  enemy's  condition  was  by  this  time  known  to  be  aa 
fodowe  r — Al)0Ut  one  bridle  of  infantry  held  the  ground  from 
the  southern  comer  of  Chang- tan  t<»  Yueli-pu-txu,  Th*m>  troopa 
were  behind  loopholed  mud  w^alls,  and  other  bodies,  whoaa 
numbers  were  unknown,  held  the  walls  round  Chang*tan  ttsell 
In  the  neigh bonrluK>d  of  Nien-jm-pao  there  waa  about  one 
regiment  of  infant!  y,     Hisi  l>attorie«  were  placed  an  follows  :^ — 

East  side  of  Chien  Nien-TU-pao,  2-3  batteries, 

N.W.  of  Yueh^pu-tsra     -'        -     S-4 
,  N.  and  N.R  of  Chang^tan       -    an  unknown  number  of 

^^  guns. 

At  11.45  u,m,  tliL*  commander  of  the  centra  column  ordered 
up  the  remaining  kittalion  of  th«  1 7th  Ile^iment  which  was  in 
reserve,  and  sent  it  to  his  left  The  Japanese  artillery  wjis  at 
this  hour  thing  partly  against  the  Russian  infantry  aooth  of 
Yuttli-pu-ti«u,  liut  Uie  greater  portion  waai  engaging  the  enemy's 
guns*    By  12*80  p*m.  tbe  reserve  battalion  had  come  up  and 

•  2.000  jftrdi  jsortb  by  wtst  of  Shcm-taii-pti. 
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joined  the  left  of  the  centre  column,  and  that  force  began  a 
series  of  rushes  towards  Yueh-pu-tzu.  Seeing  that  their  in&intry 
was  advancing,  the  Japanese  artillery  quickened  its  fire,  while 
that  of  the  Russians  became  more  intense.  Part  of  the  32nd 
Regiment  of  the  centre  column  kept  up  a  hot  fire  to  cover  the 
first  advance  of  the  remainder,  who  soon  came  under  a  flank 
fire  from  the  left  bank  of  tlie  Hun  as  well  as  from  artillery 
posted  at  Nien-yu-pao.  The  centre  column  now  suffered  severely, 
for  the  dust  thrown  up  by  the  enemy's  shells  prevented  it  from 
replying  accurately  to  his  fire.  Rush  succeeded  rush,  and  at 
length  the  southern  comer  of  Tueh-pu-tzu  was  reached.  Mean- 
time the  32nd  Infantry  (two  battalions)  had  come  forward,  and 
arriving  at  the  line  of  abattis,  had  begun  to  destroy  it  in  spite 
of  the  heavy  musketry  fire  poured  upon  it;  while  the  17th 
Regiment,  pushing  east  of  Yueh-pu-tzu,  threatened  to  surround 
that  place.  The  Russian  guns,  however,  near  Nien-yu-pao, 
took  that  regiment  in  reverse^  but  in  spite  of  their  fire  two 
battalions  broke  into  Yueh-pu-tzu,  while  a  company  of  the 
II./5th  Regiment  with  a  machine  gun  engaged  tiie  offending 
guns  at  a  range  of  1,000  yards  and  forced  them  to  withdraw 
with  heavy  losa  At  1.30  p.m.  the  enemy  was  driven  from 
Yueh-pu-tzu,  leaving  11  prisoners  and  104  dead  behind  him, 
while  those  who  had  expelled  him  from  it  received  a  heavy 
shell  fire  from  near  Nien-yu-pao  and  from  the  left  bank  of 
the  Hun. 

The  right  wing  column  (II./32nd  Regiment),  connecting 
with  the  centre  column^  succeeded  at  1.55  p.m.  in  occupying 
a  wood  some  400  yards  north-west  of  its  original  position,  but 
coming  under  a  cross-fire  could  advance  no  fuHher. 

At  2.40  p.m.,  the  G.O.C.  the  8th  Division  issued  orders  to 
the  G.O.C.  the  centre  column.  These  were  as  follows: — 
"  The  I.  and  II./3l8t  Regiment  from  the  Army  reserve  will  be 
given  to  you,  and,  on  their  arrival,  you  will  attack  Chang-tan 
so  as  to  help  the  5th  Division  on  our  right  These  battalions 
are  now  on  their  way  from  Ku-cheng-tzu  to  join  you,  and  will 
come  up  through  Fei-tsai-ho-tzu  and  Yueh-pu-tzu." 

The  left  wing  column  was  at  this  hour  operating  against 
Nien-yu-pao,  but  it  was  making  no  progress,  and  the  Russian 
guns — 24  north  of  and  24  near  that  village,  and  four  north  of 
Chang-tan — were  in  consequence  able  to  shell  witii  impunity 
the  centre  colunm  in  Yueh-pu-tzu.  A  battalion  of  Reserve 
infantry  was,  therefore,  given  to  the  left  wing  column,  and  the 
attack  was  ordered  to  be  pushed  on.  Connecting  with  the  left 
wing  column,  Major-Qeneral  Akiyama's  Cavalry  Brigade  was 
assisting  the  attack,  but,  as  there  appeared  no  possibility  of 
Nien-yu-pao  being  taken  before  dark,  the  left  wing  colunm 
commander  decided  to  continue  the  operation  by  night,  a  course 
which,  when  attempted,  failed. 

Meantime  the  commander  of  the  centre  column  had  reported 
to  General  Tateumi — ^the  commander  of  the  8tb  Division — that 
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the  oppogition  at  Cliaiig-tan  was  greater  than  the  troops  under 
LiiU   i  kI  could   overcome,   upon  which   the    battalion   of 

^Tf*mi  artillery  was  sent  fon^^ard  to  help  in  demolishing 

thu  wails  of  that  place,  but  before  it  could  come  into  action 

darkness  supervened* 

General  Tatsumi  now  issued  the  following  orders : — 

"  1*  To-morrow  the  division  will  continue  the  attack  on 
Chang-tan. 

**  2.  The  centre  column,  profiting  by  the  darkness,  will 
approach  aB  closely  as  pofiaible  and  prepare  to  ru£h 
that  place  at  dawn  \  one  battalion  of  mountain 
guns  is  given  to  thie  column. 

'*a*  The  right  win^  column  will  continue  the  attack  at 
dawn  towards  ita  front 

*•  ♦,  The  kft  wing  column,  connecting  with  Major-Goueral 
Akiyamti'ii  Cavalry  Brigaile,  will  attack  the  enemy 
before  it  and  help  the  operations  of  the  other 
coIumoB ;  to  this  win^  will  be  attached  Tanada V 
Detachment^one  pegiment  of  iufantry  and  two 
regiments  of  cavalry/ 

the  night  the  artillery  took  position  west  of  Tueh^ 
pu*tzu,  whence  it  could  bombard  Chang-tan. 

Ind  March. 

fiefore  dawn  the  coTntimnder  of  the  ceiitro  cohimn  sent  one 

,6omp4my  forward  to  reconnoitn?  Clmng'tan,  and  fiDdiug  that 

[M  wm  quiet  there,  the  place  was  occupied*     The  riglit  wing 

driving  back  »mall  parties  of  the  enemy,  occupied  tha 

]  II  corner  of  the  84iine  villnge,  whih*  the  left  wing  e^*ltimn 

easily  took  Nien-yu-pini, 

During  this  attack  the  8th  Division  ha^l  be^n  opposed  hy 
one  and  ii  half  lluafiian  divisions,  and  lost  about  1,500  all  ranks 
killed    and    wounded,    but    the    enemy  s    casualties,    though 
f^timated  at  2,000,  con  Id  not  h(*  accurately  aacei'taiiKnL 

In  the  alx>ve-descrilx^d  att^i^k  the  it»ethodiii  employed  by  the 

Kth  Division   appn>ximated   mure  nirarly   to  those  of  the  5th 

Division  as  related  in  Example  II. »  for  the  infantry  was  mom 

!  widely  deployed  than  at  Hei-kontai,  10  battRlions  covering  a 

ifrantage   of  ab>nt   two  and  three  quarter  mi  tea     The   losscsi, 

Ithotigli  rcvn^idemhle,  were  iimch  lessened  through  the  occupation 

I  of  a  position  at  almost  deri'iive   range  from   the  tn^my  under 

cover  of  darkness,  whence  tlie  machine  guns,  protected  by  sand- 

•  bags,  were  able  to  help  in  the  attack*      J  he  village  of  Yueh-pu- 

|tsu«  which  was  cflptured  on  tho  l«t,  was  only  an  outlying  post  of 

[the  mnin    position,  from   which   the  Buft^ians  withdrt^w  on  iho 

rliigbt  of  that  date  on  ttntling  th^^ir  retreat   etidimgered  by  the 

arrival,  on  their  right,  of  the  Thtsd  Ariuy* 

The  preceding  examples  who w  generally  the  methods  fallowed 
a  battalion,  regiment,  brigcido,  and  divimon  of  the  Second 
[Army  in  tlie  attack  of  a  position  during  the  later  portion  of  tl]# 
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campaign  in  Manchuria,  but  as  it  is  fully  recognized  in  thai 
Army  that  circumstances  and  ground  are  variable  quantities,  no 
attempt  is  made  to  restrict  the  initiative  and  warp  ihe  intelli- 
gence of  officers  by  laying  down  hard-and-fast  rules  for  tiieir 
guidance.  Tliere  are,  however,  certain  characteristics  of  the 
Japanese  attack,  a  knowledge  of  which  will  go  further  towards 
elucidating  the  methods  employed  by  them  than  the  mere 
relation  of  examples  culled  from  the  battlefield  or  drill  ground, 
but,  before  touching  upon  them,  the  nature  of  the  country 
fought  over  by  the  Second  Army  since  the  capture  of  liao-yang 
must  be  taken  into  account.  Up  to  that  time  the  approaches 
to  the  Russian  positions,  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the 
field  of  Nan  Shan,  were  broken  and  hilly  or  hiaden  by  erc^is, 
but  north  of  the  Tai-tzu  Ho  and  west  of  the  Mukden  lughway 
Manchuria  is,  for  a  considerable  distance,  a  great  open  plain, 
which,  in  >v  inter,  after  the  harvest  has  been  gathered,  is  almost 
entirely  devoid  of  cover.  Thus  the  conditions  under  which 
General  Oku's  troops  necessarily  carried  out  their  attacks  have 
been  well-nigh  as  difficult  as  it  is  possible  to  imagine,  and  for 
this  reason,  as  well  as  because  the  losses  sustained  by  them, 
though  heavy,  can  scarcely  be  called  excessive,  iheir  conduct  of 
the  attack  possesses  peculiar  interest. 

The  main  points  regarding  it  are  the  following  : — 

Beconnaismnce. 

This  is  carried  out  with  great  care  by  the  Japanese,  and  all 
that  can  be  ascertained  regarding  the  nature  of  the  enemy's 
position,  where  his  guns  are  posted,  and  his  strength  is  com- 
municated to  the  troops  before  the  attack  is  begun.  The  actual 
reconnaissance  is  carried  out  by  a  few  scouts  led  by  an  officer, 
and  much  of  the  work  is  performed  under  cover  of  darkness, 
but  even  by  day  much  can  be  learnt,  as  the  Russians  do  not,  as 
a  rule,  fire  at  ranges  exceeding  1,200  yards.  As  the  attack 
progresses,  further  reconnaissances  are  made,  and  should  ihe 
enemy  attempt  to  hide  the  actual  state  of  afiairs,  ruses — such  as 
drawing  bis  fire  at  one  point  and  scouting  at  another — are 
employed.  The  exact  information  which  is  frequently,  if  indeed 
not  generaUy,  obtained  by  Japanese  reconnoitring  parties  — 
examples  of  which  information  has  been  given  in  reports  already 
submitted  of  the  operations  of  the  Second  Army — is  a  proof  that 
both  officers  and  men  sent  on  this  duty  have  been  thoroughly 
trained  in  peace  time,  and  understand  how  to  utilize  their  power 
of  observation  to  the  best  advantage. 

FormoUiona. 

Formations  under  Artillery  fire. 

When  advancing  at  long  range,  lines  of  company  columns 
((a)  on  page  503)  at  deploying  intervals,  or  lines  of  companies  at 
deploying  intervals  with  the  sections  in  fours,  are  much  used 
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Under  such  conclitaons  the  troopd  advance  occa^ioDaltj  at  the 
dooUe.  At  effective  ranges  Imes  of  akirmiahers  are  used,  and 
bilireen  the  tioea  there  is  a  distance  of  from  1 50  to  200  jarda 

Formations  under  Infantry  fire. 

Aa  haa  been  stated,  the  RusaiaQ  infimtry  rarely  fire  at 
diatances  exceed!  o^  1,200  yardB,  and  Japanese  dead  are  {leldom 
seen  lying  further  from  the  object  of  attack  than  800  yarda, 
and  m  a  mle  the  greater  number  will  be  found  within  400  yards 
of  it,  Thns,  since  the  Russians,  unlike  the  Boers,  do  not 
employ  long  range  fire,  formations,  except  to  avoid  1o6b  iix)m 
artillery,  have  not  been  so  open  in  Manchuria  as  were  those 
etuployed  by  us  during  the  late  war  in  South  Africa,  Moreover, 
ilui  Japanase,  like  the  Uermans,  desire  to  keep  a  firm  bold  over 
tbdr  troops  aa  long  as  poeeible,  and  for  that  reason  there  la  an 
unwittingneHs  to  fally  deploy  sooner  than  can  he  helped  even  at 
the  risk  of  some  loaa 

During  the  earlier  battles  in  Manchuria,  supporta  were  not 
eacteiided  behind  the  firing  line,  but  it  is  now  the  custom  to 
open  them  out  in  a  manner  similar  to  those  troops  in  front 
of  them.  Thus  when  under  effective  fire  of  artiUery  or 
inCaotry  the  general  appearance  of  a  force  of  Japanese  infimtry 
enga^psd  in  an  attack  is  weU  shown  by  the  illuetmtion*  attached 
to  this  memorandum,  which  depicts  the  41  st  Infantry  Eegiment 
of  the  Sth  Division — whose  attacking  dispositions  at  the  battle 
of  Uei-kou*tai  have  been  already  described — advancing  against 
the  village  of  Ta-chang-ho  during  the  battle  of  Mukden,  The 
troopA  are  shown  moving  to  the  front  from  an  entrenchment 
whicli  they  have  been  occupying  south  of  the  point  of  attacll« 
i^d  are  entirely  dijtjibutcU  in  skirnmhing  lines* 

Frontage, 

The  frontage,  aa  mentioned^  is  greater  than  at  the  beginning 
of  the  wa^  in  Manchuria,  hut  it  is  generally  considered  in  the 
Second  Army  that  that  of  a  single  battalion,  fonuiog  part  of  an 
Attacking  force  which  has  a  general  reserve  behind  it,  should  not 
exceed  400  metres  (about  437  yards). 

Methods  of  Advance. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  that  rapidity  of  movement  is  the 
great  feature  of  the  Japanese  infantry  attack.  The  men  are  so 
well  developed  physlcatly  that  they  can  move  forward  at  a 
quick  double  or  rush,  carrying  packs,  equipment,  arms  and 
SOO  rounds  of  ammunition,  withoiit  exhaustion.  Li  peace  time 
the  men  are  trained  in  gymnastics  under  their  own  officers,  and 
in  war,  during  halt^  every  opportunity  is  taken  to  continue 
lliat  training  and  practise  them  in  running  in  the  manner 
doBoribed  by  the  memorandum  already  submitted  on  Japanese 
infantry  running  exercise&f     It  may  here  he  noted  that  this 


•  ^p«  Pbotogrftpb  fttoiDg  page  514. 
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training  is  not  confined  to  the  infantry  al(me»  engineer  oom- 
paiiies  being  put  through  exercises  which  will  prove  of  value 
when  assisting  in  the  attack  of  a  position. 

The  length  of  the  rushes  made  in  an  attack  depends  upon 
the  distance  of  the  enemy,  and  whether  the  troops  be  uoder 
artillery  or  infantry  fire.  In  the  former  case  long  rashes  np  to 
100  yards  are  made,  and  at  times,  more  especially  when  there 
is  cover  to  the  front,  considerably  greater  distances  are  passed 
over  without  a  halt.  Under  infantry  fire  the  rushes  may  at 
first  be  about  60  yards,  but,  as  the  position  is  approachedi  they 
grow  shorter  and  shorter  in  proportion  as  the  enemy's  aim  can 
be  more  quickly  taken.  Long  Imlts  are  avoided  when  possible, 
as  they  tend  to  damp  the  ardour  of  the  men,  and  losses,  where 
no  cover  can  be  found  or  thrown  up,  have  been  found  to  be 
greater  than  when  on  the  move. 

The  further  from  the  enemy,  the  greater  the  body  that 
rushes  forward ;  thus,  in  the  earlier  stages  of  an  advance,  the 
whole  skirmishing  line  may  double  together.  As  the  line  gets 
thicker  section  rushes  are  made,  and  these  again  are  succeeded 
by  rushes  of  squada  When  a  point  is  reached — ^perhaps  about 
300  yards  from  the  position — where  it  is  impossible  to  advance 
in  a  formed  body,  single  men  and  officers — sometimes  volunteers — 
creep  forward  and  establish  themselves  nearer  to  the  object  of 
attack.  A  fresh  fii*e  position  is  then  gradually  built  up  along 
the  front  on  which  they  have  arrived.  In  order  to  make  the 
men  expert  in  lying  down,  rising  up,  and  rushing  forward,  so  as 
to  reduce  to  the  utmost  the  time  during  which  Uiey  are  fully 
exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire,  the  men  have  sometimes  been  seen 
going  through  an  individual  drill  under  their  officers,  when 
faults  were  pointed  out  and  corrections  made. 

Supporting  sections  are  sent  up  either  on  the  flank  of  the 
company  they  support  or  more  generally  into  the  gaps  in  the 
firing  line.  The  range  at  which  firing  is  taking  place  is  called 
out  as  they  come  up,  so  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  making  the 
fire  of  the  additional  rifies  efTectiva  At  times  these  supports 
are  brought  up  very  widely  extended,  and  at  other  times  are 
sent  forward  by  twos  and  threes  or  singly,  many  hours  being 
spent  in  dribbling  them  or  reserves  to  the  fire  position.  The 
first  reinforcement  by  the  supports  takes  place  as  a  rule  at  the 
time  when  the  firing  line  opens  fire,  and  the  reserves  come 
forward  as  it  is  found  necessary  to  strengthen  that  line  and 
maintain  the  volume  of  fire,  or  prior  to  the  final  rush.  At  times 
that  rush  is  made  for  a  considerable  distance,  as,  when  the 
enemy  shows  beyond  a  doubt  that  he  is  about  to  retire,  it  is 
undesirable  to  waste  time  in  front  of  his  position. 

Svhaidiary  means  of  Advance. 

At  the  battle  of  Mukden,  the  ground  being  fh)zen,  bags 
filled  with  earth  were  carried  as  a  substitute  for  the  slight 
protection  usually  thrown  up  during  the  attack  vriith  the  light 
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entreDcbiBg  tool.     Sioce  tJmt  aotioti,  a  small,  comparatively 
light,  steel  shield   has  been  manufactured  which  it  if^  intended 
to  utili&a  is  a  meanH  of  getting  men  forward  when  the  enemy *s 
fiire  his  beooma  deadly*     An  officer  or  man  would  creep  forward 
oov^riiig  hia  head  with  this  shield  to  which  m  attached  a  rape* 
Arrived  at  a  certain  distance  to  the  front,  he  would  take  BUch 
cover  BB  waa  obtainable  and  the  shield  would  be  hauled  back  by 
the  firing  line  and   used  again  and  again.     To   further  ase^ist 
advance  when  at  a  distance  of  from  200  to  300  yards  from  the 
jKidttoo  wooden  mortars  have  been  used,  but  these  have  been 
[replaced  by  a  light  metal  mortar  firing  a  bomb  containing  high 
MjMtosiV€8*     It  is  considered    In   the  Second  Army  that  some 
wtmh  weapon  mu^t  be  used  in  the  final  stages  of  the  attack 
at  a  time  when  a  kind  of  stalemate  often  ensues^  and  when  the 
least  advantage  will  turn  the  balance  in  favour  of  the  attack. 
Similarly,  hand-grenades  are  of   valne,  though  their  range  in 
limited  by  the  power  of  a  man  to  throw  them,  and  would  be 
cif    special    benefit    to   the   attack   in    village    fighting.     Such 
davicea,  though  perhaps  of  little  value   in   ordinary  European 
fightitigi  are  w^orthy  of  consideration  when  it  is  a  qnestion  of  a 
campaign  against  the   Russian  army,  which  almost  invariably 
takes  up  a  strongly  defended   position «  prefmres  other  positiona 
equally   strong    behind    it    on    wliich    it  ciin    fall    back,   and 
e&deavoura  on  every  oocaaion  in  which  it  is  engiiged  to  give  to 
the  battles  the  ehaimeteristi^  of  fortress  fighting. 


» 


I 


Firing, 

The  Japanese  infantry  does  not  fire  at  distances  exceeding 
1 ,000  yardSi  and  endeavourB  to  retain  its  fire  untU  a  diitanoe  m 
about  SOO  yards  from  the  enemy  in  reached.  The  reufona  for 
adopting  this  course  are  that  it  is  considered  that,  what  would  be 
regarded  in  the  Japanese  army  as  long  range  fire,  has  little  effect, 
and  moreover  tends  to  delay  the  advance,  which ^  for  the  aake 
of  moral  etiect,  should  be  as  rapid  as  poeeible.  L(>ag  range  fire 
ty  supporting  units  in  also  not  made  use  ot  The  first  object  of 
the  atta^^k  is  to  reach  a  fire  positioti  600  yards  from  the  enemy, 
where  as  thick  a  line  as  possible  direcU  its  fire  upon  him.  The 
fire  is  what  we  call  ''independent**  and  is  opened  by  order  of 
Hie  baitftlion  oomtnander,  the  target  being  given  by  those  sect  ton 
laadeiv  who  are  with  the  firing  line,  under  direction  of  the 
G^it^ns  of  companies. 


Corporation  betwem^  UntU 

CoKiperation  between  the  several  units  of  an  attacking 
fbroe  is  vety  careruUy  looked  to  in  the  Japanese  anny.  Men, 
and  aomelimes  offieets,  are  naed  in  order  to  maintain  inter- 
etxniniiiiioalioo  so  that  one  unit  may  lohow  the  precise  eondftion 
of  the  next  to  it  and  be  prepared  to  tmm%  its  action  in  the 
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best  possible  way.  The  advantage  of  the  Japanese  oijganisaiioo 
of  three  battalions  in  a  regiment,  accustomed  to  work  together 
in  peace  time  under  a  regimental  commander,  is  undoubted  as 
compared  to  a  system  in  which  a  brigade  is  composed  of 
several  units  having  no  immediate  connection  with  each  other, 
and,  'as  often  as  not,  having  had  little  opportunity  of  enjoying 
peace  training  in  each  others  company. 

So  intimate  is  the  connection  between  the  several  parts  of 
a  Japanese  battalion,  regiment,  brigade,  or  division  in  battle 
that  for  a  portion  of  a  force  to  feJl  back  as  did  one  of  our 
companies  at  Nicholson's  Nek  in  Natal,  in  ignorance  of  what 
was  occurring  elsewhere,  and  so  compromise  to  some  extent 
the  action  of  the  whole,  suggests  a  condition  of  affairs  that  can 
scarcely  be  conceived  in  the  Japanese  army.  The  only  instance 
in  the  late  campaign  against  Russia  in  any  degree  resemUing 
that  above  referred  to  occurred  at  Wan-pao  Shan,  during  the 
battle  of  the  Sha  Ho,  where  a  battalion  was  ordered  by  its 
commander  to  retire  in  the  belief  that  such  an  order  had 
emanated  from  the  general  in  command,  which  was  not  the 
case.  A  few  moments  served  to  create  such  a  disadvantageous 
situation  for  the  Japanese  that  14  guns  were  lost,  and  though 
the  general  in  command  was  not  personally  to  blame  he  was 
removed  from  his  command  in  the  field,  possibly  for  fidlure  to 
ensure  a  proper  transmission  of  his  orders  by  night,  at  which 
time  the  mishap  occurred. 

Co-operation  of  Artillery. 

As  mentioned,  the  nature  of  the  battles  in  Manchuria 
resembles  that  of  the  attack  and  defence  of  a  fortress,  and 
as  a  consequence  the  Japanese  artillery  has  generally  been  able 
to  take  up  positions  under  cover  of  darkness  in  order  to  support 
an  attack.  The  Russians  generally  disclose  their  own  gun 
positions  by  firing  upon  the  infantry  from  the  first  moment 
of  the  advance,  expending  most  of  their  efforts  against  it 
The  effect  of  this  fire  when  any  cover  is  available  may  be 
judged  from  the  fact  that  the  Russians  fired  an  average 
of  1,000  shrapnel  shells  with  a  loss  to  the  Japanese  of  omy 
one  man  during  the  four  days  that  elapsed  immediately  after 
the  latter  took  up  positions  on  the  Sha  Ho  in  October  1904 
when  the  defences  were  of  the  slightest  Great  vigilance  is 
displayed  by  the  Japanese  artillery  commanders  in  following 
the  stages  of  the  infantry  attack,  and  though  orders  are 
generally  sent  to  them  prior  to  some  new  development  thereof, 
it  is  rarely  the  case  that  they  have  not  already  been  anticipated 
and  arrangements  made  accordingly.  Whenever  possible  enfilade 
fire  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  enemy,  the  guns  of  one  division 
turning  their  attention  temporarily  to  a  fiank  when  it  is  evidost 
that  a  neighbouring  division  will  thereby  be  assisted  and  die 
general  movement  against  the  enemy  furthered. 
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Entrenching. 

Much  spacie  work  baa  been  doue  by  the  Japanese  infantry 
duriog  the  attaek,  and  no  soonar  is  a  point  seized  than  it  is 
fieeiired  by  an  entrenchiiient,  no  matter  how  slight.  As  dig^ng 
ill  a  prnne  position  is  difGcult^  men  are  taught  in  peace  time  to 
perform  thnt  operation  with  th^  light  «?ntrenching  tool,  while 
ejtpofiing  themselves  as  little  as  possible.  In  many  oE  the 
bftttl^  of  the  Second  Army  the  advance^  though  rapid  from 
point  to  point,  has  from  start  to  finish  been  slow  and  methodical, 
and  the  troops  have  worked  their  way  forward  by  day  and 
night  fiomewhat  as  wonld  t»e  done  in  attacking  a  fortress.  A 
gCN>d  example  of  thii  method  will  t>e  found  in  the  attack  of 
the  13th  Regiment  on  Yin-tc-niu-lu  during  the  battle  of  the 
Sha  Ho,  which  was  described  in  detail  in  the  appendix  to  the 
Op&tniiouB  of  tba  Second  Army  from  5  th  September  to  19tli 
October  1904,* 

The  Japanese  are  not  in  the  habit  of  maintaining  either  a 
large  Icx!al  or  general  reserve,  and  would  seem  to  rely  ujiou  the 
containing  power  of  the  rifle  to  beat  off  counter-attacks,  or,  in 
face  of  the  passive  attitude  almost  invariably  adopte^l  by  the 
Ruastaos,  have  foand  it  unneceasary  to  do  so.  For  instance,  at 
the  opening  of  the  battle  of  Mukden,  (General  Oku  kept  as  a 
geneml  reserve  only  one  brigade  of  infantry,  or  abaat  one- 
eighth  of  his  whole  force,  preferring  rather  to  nm  the  maas  of 
Ilia  men  id  the  line  of  battle,  and  relying  on  his  divisional 
commanders  to  keep  a  sufEciency  in  hand  in  case  of  necessity, 
A  penisal  of  tJje  a(5Count  of  tlio  attack  of  thit  8th  Diviwioii  on 
Cbiuig*tau  will  show  that  tlits  divisional  commander  east  of  the 
Hmh  did  not  bedtate  to  throw  every  battalion  into  the  %bt 
even  on  the  first  day  of  a  battle  which  all  foresaw  would  1^  a 
prolonged  struggle. 

Machine  Oun^. 

The  Japanese  endeavour  to  push  their  machine  guns  in  the 
attack  up  to  the  firing  line,  and  do  not  regard  them  as  long 

^ range  weapons.  When  a  jjosition  is  taken  up  over  night,  an  in 
the  attack  on  Chang-tan,  the  guns  can  easily  be  plac*^  in  a 
forward  position,  but  unless  prnvided  witli  shields  it  has  bead 
foQiid  impossible  for  them  to  remain  in  action  at  decisive  raiiga. 
an 


Ammunition  Supply, 


The  difficulty  of  keepmg  the  firing  line  supplied  with 
ammunition  in  so  great  that  eveiy  opportunity  of  aojng  so  is 
taken,  and  reinforcements  are  frequi^ntly  employed  to  carry  ap 
additional  quantitiei.      Special    ammunition  carriers  at«  mi 
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included  in  the  Japanese  infantry  organization,  and  in  those 
armies  of  which  they  form  part  it  may  be  accepted  that,  unless 
they  are  numerous,  it  is  improbable  that  they  ynH  be  able  to 
take  forward  as  much  ammunition  as  is  required.  Moreover, 
every  man,  so  employed,  who  does  not  carry  a  rifle,  is  a  loss  to 
the  fire  power  of  a  battalion. 

Communica/tion. 

Tills  subject  has  been  referred  to  in  Example  No.  L  It  is 
usual  when  a  section  or  line  of  skirmishers  advances  at  the 
beginning  of  an  attack  for  the  captain  of  the  company  to  keep 
touch  with  it  by  means  of  four  men,  who  divide  the  distance 
between  him  and  it,  and  pass  on  orders  or  send  back  information 
regarding  the  enemy  from  the  front  line.  By  a  similar  method 
the  commander  of  a  battalion,  with  the  reserve,  maintains 
touch  with  the  captains  of  companies  until  he  himself  comes  up 
to  the  firing  line.  This  close  touch  throughout  a  battalion  does 
not  appear  to  affect  initiative  injuriously  in  any  way,  though  it 
leads  at  first  to  a  slight  diminution  of  the  number  of  rifles  in 
the  firing  line.  Troops  have  been  seen  practising  this  method 
of  communicating  information  and  passing  orders,  a  section 
being  extended  at  intervals  of  from  30  to  40  paces,  and 
messages  passed  backwards  and  forwards  along  the  line.  When 
practising  the  attack  on  a  position,  men  are  posted  alon£^  it, 
who,  by  means  of  flags,  indicate  their  supposed  strength,  which 
is  reported  to  the  battalion  commander  through  the  line  of 
men  who  maintain  communication  between  him  and  the  firing 
line.  From  the  firing  line  to  the  divisional  commander  there  is, 
when  possible,  continuous  communication  effected  partly  by  the 
means  sketched  above  and  partly  by  telephone.  The  position 
of  the  firing  line  is  thus  accurately  known,  and  this  and  the 
custom  of  raising  a  national  flag  on  a  conspicuous  spot  of  the 
captured  position  obviates  to  some  degree  the  danger  from 
friendly  ai-tillery.  The  whistle  and  signalling  of  any  kind  are 
little  used  in  the  Second  Army,  word  of  moul£  being  preferred. 

'  Counter-attacks. 

As  the  Japanese  have  assumed  the  offensive  throughout 
the  campaign  in  Manchuria,  no  opportunity  was  offered  of 
observing  their  method  of  employing  counter-attack. 

Holding  Attacks, 

These  attacks  are  carried  out  with  such  energy  by  the 
Japanese  as  to  be  indistinguishable  from  decisive  attacks. 
Indeed,  wherever  the  Japanese  infantryman  attacks,  there  he 
eudeavours  at  all  costs  to  succeed,  for  his  training  and  national 
spirit  make  no  broad  distinction  between  a  feint  and  a  real 
blow.  The  heavier  the  opposition,  the  more  determined  the 
assault,  and  thus  it  arises  that  the  most  vulnerable  ^ints  of  the 
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Mttny^s  pQSttioti  pOBSeas  the  least  attraction  for  him.  Upon 
them  the  greatest  attention  is  not  bestowed^  but  wherever  the 
podtion  is  strongest  there  the  fiercest  struggle  will  be  found. 
lV>  hold  U*e  enotrty,  or  at  least  prevent  him  from  moving 
tm&rtm  to  another  quarter  of  th©  field,  while  keeping  outiiide 
decisive  range,  is  not  a  view  that  finds  favour  with  the  Japanese 
army.  It  m  lield  that  if  the  position  be  not  closely  approached, 
it  in  o fieri  difficult  to  prevent  a  tranaference  of  the  reserve, 
un^'cn.  and  that  unless  the  enemy  be  actively  menaced,  he  will 
not  hesitate  to  move  a  portion  of  his  troops,  thus  accepting  the 
risks  that  may  arisa  from  a  reduction  of  force  at  a  secondary 
point  in  order  to  strengthen  one  more  important.  Imbued  with 
nnch  idcw*,  it  is  not  a  matter  for  surprise  that  the  Japanese 
have  never  during  the  campaign  with  RuB;sia  appeared  in  greater 
numerical  strenjifth  than  tlie  enemy  at  the  decisive  point,  and 
that  their  victories  have  in  consequence  been  shorn  of  £ome  of 
Uie  fruits  that  they  would  seem  to  have  merited. 


Oen^ral  Remarks, 

The  attivck  under  mo*lern  conditionB  requires  great  patience 
and  bravery  to  enable  it  to  be  carried  tbrough  to  a  Huceeasful 
issue  when  directed  against  an  unemy  oocupying  a  strongly 
deft  nded  poBition,  the  extent  of  which  makes  the  operation  of 
mana*uvring  him  out  of  it  nearly  im|^K>$fiibte^  Victory  am  only 
be  won  by  the  closest  co-operation  of  artillery  and  infantry* 
The  latter  covered  by  the  former  workii  its  way  forward 
rapidly  yet  deliberately  until  a  parallel  at  a  short  distance  from 
the  abject  is  gained^  whence  the  slightest  stgnu  of  disturbance 
in  the  defenders'  ranks  can  be  observed.  Tn(3  Japaoese  have 
frequently  won  success  through  the  initiative  of  a  single  officer, 
who,  keenly  watching  the  enemy,  hafi  detect^^  what  baa  seemed 
to  be  an  inclination  to  retire, and  has  forthwith  dashed  forward  at 
the  head  of  Ms  men.  It  is  recognized  thttt  the  utteinpt  to  rush 
a  poivition  before  the  psychological  moment  has  arrived  only 
leads  to  heavy  loss  and  failurCj  and  that  the  leaders,  therefoff^, 
of  the  tiring  line  must  display  great  coolness  and  patience* 
That  some  sucb  moment  will  eventually  come  m  felt  to  be 
eertsin,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  Japanese  never  forget  that, 
after  a  long  fire  fight,  when  their  own  condition  seems  leufft 
hopeful,  that  of  the  enemy  is  perhaps  no  better  and  often  worse, 
iDspired  with  sucb  a  belief,  and  determined  to  lose  their  lives 
ither  than  yield  an  inch  of  grounrl  oDce  rained,  it  is  not  to  be 
vondered  at  that  unbroken  success  has  shone  upon  their  arms 
in  the  recent  conflict  with  Russia. 
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(32)  Night  Attacks. 


Report  by  lieut.-Colonel  A.  L.  Haldane>  D.S.O.,  General 
Staff,  dated  Head-Quarters  Second  Army,  1st  June  1905. 


Plate. 

Japanese  night-attack  formation  -        -    In  text. 
See  also  Map  66  and  Panorama  8. 


The  extreme  difficulty  of  approaching  by  daylight  a  strongly 
defended  position  with  numbers  sufficient  to  ensure  success  in 
the  assault  has,  on  many  occasions  during  the  present  campaign, 
led  the  Japanese  to  endeavour  to  bring  forward  their  infantiy 
under  cover  of  darkness.  Accounts  of  such  undertakings,  in 
more  or  less  detail,  have  been  given  in  the  various  reports  on 
the  operations  of  the  Second  Army  in  Manchuria,  but  it  is 
proposed  here  to  summarize  the  general  system  which  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Japanese  in  carrying  them  out. 

In  one  feature  the  successful  night  advances  of  our  allies 
differ  from  manoeuvres  such  as  those  which  preceded  the 
engagements  of  Tel-el-kebir,  the  Atbara,  and  Magersfontein. 
In  the  case  of  these  actions  a  march  of  several  miles  taking 
some  hours  to  accomplish  had  to  be  made,  while,  as  regards  the 
distance  covered  by  the  divisions  of  the  Second  Army  under 
somewhat  similar  conditions,  it  has  rarely,  if  ever,  exceeded 
1,500  yards.  In  fact  the  Japanese  gaining  dose  touch  of  the 
enemy  by  day,  have  merely  utilized  the  hours  of  darkness  to 
better  their  position,  and,  true  to  their  principle  of  reducing 
risk  of  failure  to  a  minimum  and  reserving  to  themselves 
every  possible  chance  of  success,  have  studiously  avoided 
those  dangers  which  are  concomitant  with  the  launching  of  a 
large  force  over  a  considerable  space  against  a  position  whose 
strength  or  weakness  has  been  only  gauged  by  reconnaissance 
from  afar  or  by  the  possibly  unreliable  reports  of  spies.  In 
acting  thus  they  have  shown  that  they  recognize  that  the  size 
of  modem  armies  and  the  wide  fronts  covered  by  them  make 
the  maintenance  of  correct  direction  in  night  operations  and 
their  accurate  timing  matters  of  almost  insurmountable  diffi- 
culty, and  they  have  therefore  wisely  limited  the  scope  of  such 
movements,  thereby  eliminating  from  them  the  dangers  which 
have  caused  them  in  the  past  either  to  be  shunned,  or  carried 
out  on]y  under  special  oonduionB  or  for  Mx^wt  TOAsotka. 
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Tbe  system  followed  hm  been  the  same  in  all  the  hattJes 
m  whieh  the  Second  Army  has  been  engaged,  and  itn  sucoeli 
.baa  tlepetided  !if>on  certain  elements  whicii   may  be  described 
I  tinder  th©  followinf^  headings : — 

(a.)  A   precise   knowledge  of    the    enemy'is    strength    and 

position, 
(ft,)  A   knowledge   of  the   character  of  the  ground    to   be 

pasaed  over  in  the  advance, 
(c)  The  maintenance  of  the   proper  direction   during  the 

advance. 
{d>)  The  maintenance  of  connection  with  troops  to  flank« 

and  front. 
($J)  A  full  appri^ciation  on  the  part  of  all  concerned  of  the 

service  abotit  to  be  onderta^keu  and   how  it  i&  to  be 

carried  ont* 
(/)  The  moat  suitable  formation  of  units. 

(a,)  During  daylight  the  enemy *«  position,  m>  Car  as  it  can 
be  seen,  is  examined  and  Iiis  strength  as  far  us  possible  aaoer- 
tained.  After  dark,  scouts — specially  aelected  men — under  an 
Scer^  or  officers,  are  sent  forward,  their  duty  being  to  push 
lose  to  the  defensive  line  and  discover  ita  extent  and  nature, 
rhat  obfltacles  there  are,  and  how  tijey  may  l»e  avoided  or 
through,  Theeo  scouts,  while  exercising  great  care  to 
IToid  detection,  act  with  boldness,  for  on  their  reports  depend 
a  considerable  degree  the  suo^sa  or  failure  of  the  tiltimate 
adviince.  Their  ta@k  ha^  been  much  simpliBed,  and  night 
attacks  have  frequently  come  as  a  surprise  to  the  enemy,  from 
the  fact  that  the  Rnssiian  sentries  are  not  remarkal>!e  for 
i«^cejs»ive  vigilance,  aiitl  that  the  outposts  are  generally  retained 
does  proximity  to  the  works  they  cover. 
If  the  intention  of  the  Japanese  is  to  assault  a  work  hy 
light,  a  plan  of  it  would  be  prepared  by  means  of  inrormation 
obtained  from  scouta 

(6.)  The  features  of  the  ground  to  be  pa^ed  over,  so  far  aa 
the  eye  can  see,  are  noted  by  day,  and  further  examinef]  by  the 
SDOuta  sent  to  perfomi  the  duty  mentioned  in  heading  (a). 

On  several  occa^^ions,  where  circunistancea  have  prevented  a 
deliberate  reconnaissance  of  the  ground,  or  even  when  this  haii 
taken  place,  bushes  and  trees  have  in  the  dark  been  mistaken 
for  the  enemy,  or  a  bank  or  natural  ditch  for  hts  defensive 
works, 

(r.)  During  daylight  all  marks  or  objects  which  might  assist 
in  maintaining  direction  at  night  are  noted;  these  include 
bushi^,  trees,  houses,  and  hill  or  mountain  tops.  At  dusk  a 
small  party  imder  an  officer  is  Rent  forward  to  place  sticks 
or  flags  in  the  direction  which  is  later  to  be  taken.  From 
the  foremost  of  these  markj^,  l*ack  to  the  troops  in  rear  con* 
necting  files  are  posted,  so  that  when  the  ndvance  is  undertaken 
there  may  be  the  least  possible  trouble  jo  nsaintaining  the 
correct  line. 
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(d.)  Connection  with  troops  on  either  flank  or  with  tboM  in 
re&r  is  maintained  by  liieans  of  connecting  fllea 

(e.)  The  object  of  the  operation  being  to  reach  the  enemy 
or  a  point  as  near  to  him  as  possible  without  discovery,  and 
so  render  the  attack  a  surprise,  silence  must  be  maintained, 
and  no  firing  is  permitted  to  take  place.  Should  the  enemy 
open  fire  during  the  advance  the  troops  immediately  lie  down 
without  word  of  command.  Frequently  the  Russians  have 
opened  fire  for  a  short  time  more  as  a  precaution  than  as  an 
indication  that  the  advance  has  been  discovered,  and,  by  making 
a  brief  halt,  the  Japanese  have  been  enabled  to  continue  the 
movement  and  at  length  approach  the  position  unobserved.  If, 
however,  fire  be  opened  when  the  attackers  are  on  the  point  of 
assaulting,  bayonets  if  not  already  fixed  would  be  fixed  and 
the  position  charged.  As  it  is  inadvisable  to  issue  orders 
during  the  advance,  everything  that  can  be  foreseen  is  explained 
beforehand,  and  all  precautions  are  taken  to  avoid  the  possibility 
of  panic  or  confusion. 

(/.)  The  formation  adopted  by  the  Japanese^  one  to  which 
it  is  understood  they  have  adhered  on  all  occasions,  is  column  of 
sections,  and  in  the  diagram  below  will  be  found  the  dispositions 
of  the  units  in  the  last  night  attack  undertaken  by  a  portion  of 
the  Second  Army  in  the  battle  of  Mukden. 


Night  Attack  on  Yw-hung-twn, 
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Soineiimea  the  first  line  oonsmts  of  two  and  at  other  iimm 
of  three  com  ponies,  from  e&ch  of  which  one  Bection  ia  extend  ed 
in  Fingle  rank  at  one  pace  intervaK  Tbetwo  remauuni^  sections 
of  tmeh  coDipany  follow,  unextended,  the  one  hehind  the  other, 
at  ft  ciistanco  of  fifty  yanls  from  the  extendefl  line  and  t^n  pices 
between  tliemsalved.  The  reserve  of  the  battalion  follows  in 
line  of  section  columng  about  one  hundred  yards  further  to  the 
rear  ;  and  behind  it  again,  also  in  line  of  section  oolunmB,  and  at 
ft  dbtance  of  about  two  hundred  yards  comes  the  second  line. 
Oomiectin^^  files  link  the  whole  IwHiy  together,  and  whether  the 
fmsmy  ib  attacked  in  this  formation,  or  a  further  extension  takes 
plftce,  muit  depend  upon  the  particular  circumstances  of  each 
attack.  The  companies  of  the  aeoond  line  would  be  moved 
behind  the  centre  or  on  either  flank,  according  to  the  orders 
of  the  r^jnental  commander. 

fn  Older  to  remove  obstacles  a  amall  party  of  engineers 
invariably  follows  directly  behind  the  extentJed  line,  and  with 
the  supports  or  reBarve  is  another  party  who4*e  duty  it  ia  to 
throw  hand -grenades  or  work  the  mortars  which  are  used  for 
firing  bombs. 

It  is  recognized  that  mixing  np  of  sections,  companies,  and 
bttttolioiis  must  occur  during  a  night  attack,  but^  as  each 
Japanese  regiment  consista  of  three  battalions  accustomed  to 
work  together  on  all  oceaaions,  the  confusion  and  intermixture 
of  units  are  not  material  Nevertbelej^s-  every  effort  is  made  to 
keep  them  separate  daring  the  advance,  and  each  battalion 
commander  is  held  responeiUe  that  the  proper  direction  is 
maintained  and  that  his  unit  ia  kept  as  inUict  aa  poaaible^ 

In  spite  of  every  care  being  taken  by  the  Japanese  it  ia 
admitted  that  mistakes  have  occurred  which  have  on  Severn  1 
Qd^sions  made  attacks  by  night  ft&il  in  their  object,  and  though^ 
as  stated,  the  distance  to  be  covered  is  generally  short,  there 
hae  sometin^es  been  a  lack  of  co*operalion,  one  portion  of  the 
force  striking  the  enemy  s  line  before  anotht^r.  £xcept  when 
the  kaoliang  waa  standing,  the  ground  has  been  exceptionally 
favourable  for  night  oi:>erations,  and  the  generally  passive 
nature  of  Russian  defenoe  has  allowed  of  their  being  carried 
out  with  groat  deliberation  nnd  eompanbtive  safety— a  fact 
which  has  in  no  way  mibde  the  Japanese  lessen  those  precautionsis 
which  are  a  marked  feature  of  their  advances  in  the  d»rk. 
During  the  movement  over  level,  open  ground  their  loBsts  have 
been  inctinsiderable,  and  Uiis  may  be  accounted  for  by  tlie  fact 
that  the  Kussiiuia  when  firing  at  night  invariably  shoot  high. 


ExampleJi  of  AUaeh  6y  Night 

(a)  In  Appendix  4  to  operations  of  the  Second  Army, 
4th  August  to  5th  September  1904*  there  will  be  found  a 
del  ailed  acoount  of  im  unsucce^sfnl  night  attack. 

•  Toi  I.,  fta^e  2^^^ All. 
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(6)  In  Appendix  7  to  operations  of  the  Second  Army^  from 
6tb  September  to  19th  October  1904,*  there  will  be  found  a 
detailed  account  of  an  advance  by  night  followed  by  an  attack 
early  in  the  morning.  In  this  instance  the  movement  was 
carried  out  with  great  deliberation,  trenches  being  dug  thrice 
in  order  to  secure  the  ground  won,  so  that  should  the  attack 
fail  or  a  counter-attack  be  made  the  Japanese  would  have  had 
points  of  support  upon  which  to  fidl  back.  This  attack 
exemplifiea  the  importance  of  providing  infantry  with  a  light 
tool  for  entrenching  purposes. 

(o)  During  the  battle  of  Mukden  the  3rd  Division  was 
entrusted  vnth  a  very  delicate  operation — that  of  endeavouring 
to  hold  a  force  of  the  enemy  out  of  all  proportion  to  its  own 
numbers  so  as  to  allow  the  Third  Army  time  to  work  round 
the  Russians,  who  were  then  retreating  in  some  confiisiaQ 
towards  the  north.  A  display  of  strength  on  the  part  of  the 
division  might  have  led  to  a  general  retirement,  and  for  this 
reason  General  Oshima  was  instructed  to  use  his  men  sparingly 
so  as  to  induce  the  enemy,  if  possible,  to  stop  his  retreating 
movement.  The  3rd  Division — which  in  all  the  earlier  battles 
of  the  Second  Army  had  especially  distinguished  itself — was 
in  reserve,  and  had  taken  no  part  in  the  opening  phases  of  the 
battle  of  Mukden.  It  arrived  during  the  6th  March  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  village  of  Li-kuan-pu,t  (D  2  N.E.),  which  was 
occupied  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  by  the  5th  Brigade  under 
Major-General  Nambo.  This  village  is  distant  only  1,500  yards 
from  the  Russian  last  line  of  defence  on  the  west  of  Mukden, 
and  from  the  eastern  comer  of  it  the  position,  and  in  some 
degree  the  strength,  of  the  enemy  could  be  observed.  From 
this  part  of  Li-kuan-pu  General  Nambo  examined  the  situation 
on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  and  saw  that  the  ground  between 
him  and  the  Russians  was  perfectly  open  and  devoid  of  any 
kind  of  cover.  It  was  also  seen  that  the  enemy  held  in  strength 
the  village  of  Tu-hung-tun  and  a  hamlet  of  three  houses  within 
a  low  wall  some  300  yards  south  of  it.  On  rising  ground  north 
of  Yu-hung-tun  and  some  500  yards  distant  from  the  northern 
end  of  the  village  was  a  redoubt,  and  the  same  distance  south  of 
the  hamlet  was  a  similar  work. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  an  attack  at  dawn  on  the 
7th  instant,  the  front  to  be  assailed  being  limited  to  that 
covered  by  the  village  and  hamlet. 

For  *the  attack  on  the  hamlet,  General  Nambo  allotted  two 
battalions  of  the  33rd  Regiment,  while  two  battalions  of  the 
6th  Regiment  were  to  proceed  against  the  southern  and  south- 
western portion  of  the  village.  A  company  of  reserve  in- 
fantry was  to  demonstrate  against  the  north-western  side  of 
the  village  so  as  to  draw  attention  from  the  main  attack. 

At  5  a.m.  on  the  7th,  the  troops  above  mentioned  deployed 
for  the  advance  on  the  eastern  side  of  Li-kuan-pu,  the  operation 
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by  scouts,  ftod  shortly  afterwards  ad%'anced  On 
nng  a  point  from  500  to  600  yards  from  the  enemy  h^ 
opened  fiiv,  but  the  inovement  waa  oontinued  and  no  reply 
made.  At  from  200  to  300  yards  the  fire  became  very  hot 
and,  B icing  bayoneti,  the  position  wan  charged*  Meantime  the 
I  tarty  on  tlie  left  of  the  Japanese  detailed  for  the  demons trat ion 
^  opened  tire  and  had  drawn  upon  itself  a  good  deal  of  the 
aemy  9  attention,  but  this  was  soon  <ii verted  from  it  when 
&e  n^al  attack  developed,  for  the  Japan^e  soldiers  on  thig 
'^borainon  let  their  feelings  get  tlie  better  of  their  discretion  and 
ihottted  Barizai  /  as  they  approached  the  enemy's  position. 

By  6  a.m.,  the  villuge  was  partly  in  the  hands  of  the 
Japanese^  and  verj"  desperate  fighting  went  on  there  and  at  tJie 
hamtet,  frr>m  both  of  which  places  the  Kua^ians  were  eventually 
dnven  forth,  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  which  held  some 
hoiiaes  in  the  northern  part  of  Yu-liung-tun,  During  the 
Ivance  the  occupants  of  the  redoubt  south  of  the  hamlet  had 
nada  a  counter-attack  on  the  right  of  the  33rd  Regimont^ 
which  was  driven  back  by  the  two  companies  of  the  reserve 
of  the  right  battalion.  Qeneral  Nambo,  aware  of  the  danger 
on  this  side,  sent  forward  the  Il./S^nl  at  6  a.m»  with  orders  to 
protect  the  expose*!  flank  and  help  in  the  sttuck.  Between 
8  and  9.30  am,,  the  reserve  battalion  of  the  Cth  Regiment  was 
ftent  into  the  village,  two  companies  at  a  time,  with  ammunition 
far  the  troops  engagi?d.  These  companies  were  8t?nt  at  different 
time4k  The  trtKjps  in  their  original  advance  ha*i  suffered  heavy 
and  the  reinforcements,  coniing  under  u  crosi  tire  fram  the 
TO  Tedoubts  as  well  sm  from  artillery,  had  alno  many  casualties. 
In  fiict  the  ground  behind  the  viljage,  but  niore  especially  in 
rear  of  the  hamlet,  was  littered  with  dead.  By  the  time  that 
the  Ruasians  were  repulsed  the  force  was  still  further  reduced, 
and  later  in  the  day  it  had  to  sustain  tlie  attack  of  over  an 
army  corp.H  coming  from  the  direction  ol  Mukden. 

The  night  advance  and  the  ensuing  attack  were  entirety 
^uoce8sf al,  but  the  la<»es  in  the  operation  were  greater  than  on 
Qvioiis  occasions,  being  mainly  due  to  the  laek  of  surprise 
rhich  chanu^teri^ed  \L  The  ground,  too,  was  still  frozen,  and 
it  is  prubable  that  the  noise  of  the  men's  footstepti  was  audible 
to  the  Russiana 
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(83)  The  Japanese  Cavalry  in  the  Field* 


Report  by  Captain  J.  B.  Jardine,  5th  Lancers,  Ten-tai, 
16th  November  1904;  with  Remarks  by  Lieut-General 
Sir  Ian  Hamilton,  E.C.B.,  D.S.O.,  dated  Head-Quarters, 
First  Japanese  Army,  16th  November  1904. 

Remarks  by  Lieut-Oeneral  Sir  Ian  Hamilton,  K.O.B.,  D.8.0. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  a  report  by  Captain 
Jardine,  5th  Lancers,  on  the  Japanese  cavaby.  I  will  not  say 
he  has  had  exceptional  opportunities  of  forming  a  good  opinion, 
as  that  might  give  a  false  impression,  but  certainly  his  oppor- 
tunities have  l^en  altogether  exceptional  compared  with  those 
that  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other  foreigner.  It  is  true 
that  an  American  colonel  shared  his  experiences  during  the 
time  he  accompanied  the  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  on  a  reccm- 
naissance,  but  he,  and  he  alone,  has  thus  far  been  attached  to  a 
Japanese  cavalry  regiment  in  the  field.  Whilst  thus  employed 
he  was  treated  like  a  brother  officer  by  everyone  from  the 
colonel  downwards  in  the  cavalry  of  the  Quard.  He  shared 
their  quarters  and  their  meals ;  he  heard  orders  given  out  and 
reports  rendered ;  he  witnessed  all  the  details  of  regimental  life, 
and  went  out  with  the  advanced  guard  to  skimush  with  the 
Cossacks. 

2.  I  hope  you  will  agree  that  while  I  was  fortunate  in 
obtaining  permission  from  the  Chief  of  the  Staff,  First  Army, 
to  send  an  officer  on  this  detached  duty,  I  was  no  less  fortunate 
in  having  at  my  disposal  the  services  of  so  level-headed  and 
competent  a  regimental  officer  as  Captain  Jardine,  who  speaks 
Japanese  and  needs  no  interpreter,  and  who  is  a  campaigner  of 
sufficient  experience  to  be  able  to  carry  on  for  a  prolonged 
period  on  what  he  can  take  with  him  on  his  horse.  I  roel 
bound  to  mention  these  points,  for  with  a  modesty  that  does 
him  credit  he  has  said  as  little  as  possible,  either  about  his 
special  opportunities,  or  of  those  special  aptitudes  which  have 
enabled  him  to  take  advantage  of  them. 

3.  Paiu.  4  of  the  report.  The  ammmiition  seems  insufficient. 
Our  cavalry  carried  135  rounds  per  man  towards  the  close  of 
the  South  African  war.  I  learn,  however,  on  good  authority 
that  in  the  Japanese  cavalry  it  is  now  becoming  the  rule  ratiier 
than  the  exception  for  rounds  to  be  carried  in  the  wallets. 

4.  Para.  5  of  the  report.  As  I  have  already  reported,  the 
cavalry  have  recently  asked  for  and  received  permission  to 
substitute  tripod  for  wheel  mountings  for  their  Maxima  A 
committee  of  which  I  was  a  member,  recommended  this  some 
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iwelve  years  ago  to  Army  Head-Quarters,  Siiola.  There  cao, 
I  think,  be  no  question  at  all  that  froin  every  point  of  view  the 
tripod  moontiug  fitted  on  to  a  pack  saddle  is  the  best* 

5.  Pju^  is  of  the  report.  I  would  like  to  add  a  few  word3 
on  tlie  question  of  feeding  and  watering.  Where  the  Japanese 
got  their  idea  about  uoctistoming  a  horse  to  an  unnatural  diet, 
and  what  they  tliink  to  gain  by  it,  are  to  me  myBteriea  I 
have  siren uoufily  endeavoured  to  combat  the  application  of  this 
theoiy  to  my  own  horaej  but  always  entirety  without  success, 
I  believe  the  notion  must  Iiave  been  fitarted  by  the  bettm  or 
grooms,  merely  to  sav-e  themselves  trouble,  I  may  claim  a  fairly 
long  and  wide  experience  in  this  matter,  and  I  am  certain  that  the 
lisemng  and  watering  of  horaes  should  be  adjusted  to  the  amount 

I  of  work  which  is  being  required  of  them  at  the  time.  When  a 
horse  IB  in  hard  and  oontinuoua  work  {I  do  not  mean  liard  work 
for  a  spurt  as  in  the  ease  of  a  hunter  or  racehorse)  he  should  be 
fed  and  watei-ed  as  often  as  possible.  Chinese  carteiis,  whose 
animals  keep  a  perfectly  marvellous  condition  under  a  strain  of 
very  severe  work,  feed  and  water  whenever  an  opportunity 
offers.  A  good  London  cabby  does  the  sama  Even  in  South 
Africa  it  waa  always  possible  to  tell  the  man  who  was  riding  a 
Iiori&c  of  his  own  and  not  a  Government  animal,  by  oheerving 
that  he  would  always  take  advantage  of  even  a  ten  minutes' 

^  halt  to  give  his  mount  a  mouthful  of  something  to  keep  him 
going.  Tl»e  Japanese  system  may  do  for  peace  time,  but  if  they 
worked  their  cuvalry  as  we  work  ours,  with  extem*iv«  turning 
movements  at  a  fast  pace,  or  marches  of  fifty  milea  m  the  crow 
llieo  (aa  in  the  driv^  in  tlio  Western  Tranavaal  at  the  end  of 
the  Boer  war),  then  ©very  single  horse  in  their  nuiks  would  be 
dead  as  a  door-nail  bei^jre  a  month  was  past  I  do  not  think 
the  Japanese  have,  as  a  rule,  tliat  natural  affection  for  the  hone 
which  a  few  Englishmen  have,  which,  with  its  little  instinctive 
girth  slackenings  dismounting,  feeding  and  attontion,  may  supply 
to  some  extent  the  want  of  technical  training.  The  personnel 
of  tl»e  Japanese  cavalry  is  so  ^n&  that  I  hope  their  Uovenuncnt 
will  after  the  war  send  a  number  of  iliese  officers  to  do  a  turn 
at  big  remount  depdtn  and  with  cavalry  regiments  in  India  to 

f  learn  hotiia  management  by  practice  as  well  as  theory. 

I  6.  Para.  15  of  the  report.  I  agree  with  Captain  Jardine  that 
1h»  oauntry  over  which  the  Finrt  Army  passed  en  route  to 
)  Idao-yang  was  not  well  suited  to  the  d envelopment  of  shock 
I  acEtton.  Still  the  kaoliang  is  no  impediment  to  a  ebjufge,  as  was 
proved  by  the  I  at  Bengal  Lancers  during  the  Boxer  outbreak  ; 
the  vallrys  were  often  over  a  mile  wtde^  and  in  fact  there  waa 
ample  space  and  convenience  for  squadrons,  if  not  regiments,  to 
have  inaulged  in  shock  tactics  on  a  small  scale  had  there  not 
leen  some  restraining  influence  at  work.  As  Captain  Jardine 
■ays,  the  Japtuiase  were  keen  enough  to  charge,  but  nevertheJesa 
they  did  not  once  succeed  in  coming  to  close  quarters  with  their 
enemy  except  in  the  eaae  of  u  few  accidental  ren/oontrm  of 
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patrols.  If  there  is  any  other  explaDation  of  these  facts  than 
that  suggested  in  my  report,  namely,  that  a  body  of  cavahy 
armed  with  modern  rifles  can  deny  to  their  opponents  all  oppor- 
tunities of  executing  a  charge  with  any  prospects  of  saooess, 
then,  so  far/  I  have  not  heard  it  pat  forward.  Since  the 
Japanese  Armies  have  been  operating  north  of  the  Tai-tza  Ho 
the  country  fulfils  all  the  conditions  for  a  successfiil  appli- 
cation of  shock  tactics  to  an  extent  which  I  have  never  seen 
equalled.  The  theatre  of  operations  consists  of  wide  plains 
stretching  for  miles,  unbroken  by  nullahs,*  fences,  swamps^ 
stony  places  or  other  undesirable  obstacles,  whereas  occasional 
hills,  undulations,  patches  of  forest  or  villages,  afford  oppor- 
tunities for  concealment  from  fire  and  from  view.  I  asked  a 
cavalry  officer  if  this  country  was  not  absolutely  ideal  for  shock 
tactics,  and  he  confessed  that  the  only  possible  improvement  he 
could  suggest  was  the  addition  of  a  few  more  clumps  of  trees  to 
give  still  better  cover.  Notwithstanding  these  facilities  there 
have  been  no  shock  tactics,  and  what  has  been  done  by  cavalry 
has  been  done  by  Japanese  machine  guns  and  carbines  and 
Russian  horse  artillery.  The  Japanese  would  have  done  more 
I  think  if  they  had  possessed  the  rifle.  All  the  Japanese 
cavalry  officers  I  have  met  are,  without  a  single  exception,  very 
strongly  in  favour  of  a  re-armament  without  any  delay.  The 
rifle  is  sighted  only  to  2,000  yards,  although  it  carried  some 
3,300  yards.  The  carbine  has  the  same  sighting,  but  as  its 
range  is  about  800  yards  less  than  the  rifle  it  is  probably  not 
accurate  over  1,000  yards. 

7.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  because  I  express  so  strong 
an  opinion  as  to  the  supremacy  of  the  rifle  over  the  sword  and 
of  the  superiority  of  the  dismounted  cavalrymen  to  the  mounted 
cavalrymen  at  fighting  ranges,  that  I  therefore  sympathise  with 
those  who  would  deprive  cavalry  of  their  arme  Uariche.  Far 
from  it.  I  would  no  more  like  to  see  the  sword  taken  away 
from  the  cavalry  than  I  would  wish  the  bayonet  to  be  with- 
drawn from  the  infantry.  It  is  true  that  in  making  such  a 
comparison  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  chief  use  of  the 
bayonet  is  in  a  night  attack  or  night  defence,  and  that  it  would 
not  be  profitable  to  employ  cavalry  with  swords  for  the  same 
purpose.  Still,  as  I  have  actually  witnessed  here,  a  bayonet  charge 
may  even  nowadays  be  the  crowning  feature  of  an  attack, 
especially  if  it  can  be  delivered  under  the  support  of  fire  from 
friends.  So  also,  although  it  has  not  occurred  with  the  First 
Army  in  this  war,  a  cavalry  charge  may  sometimes  be  possible 
at  a  certain  stage  of  the  catalry  fire  fight,  especially  if  it  can 
be  supported  by  the  rifles  of  a  portion  of  the  force  (Usmounted. 
My  arguments  are  not  then  directed  against  the  sword  as  such, 
but  only  against  those  who  would  train  cavalry  so  that  they 

*  There  were,  of  course,  a  certain  nomber  of  nolIahB  nmning  down  into 
the  rivers,  and  also  just  about  the  foot  of  the  hills,  but  on  the  whole  the 
country  was  remarkably  fVee  from  them.— Ian  H. 
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inter  upOD  a  field  of  battle  tbinkiri^  rather  of  where  they 
may  deliver  a  charge  than  of  haw  ftiey  may  employ  their 
luobility  U)  enable  them  to  use  their  rifles  with  the  bee^ 
effeeL  I  have  watched  thousands  of  men  trained  on  this 
iystetn  tlirx^ugh  my  glasses  during  the  battle  of  the  Sba  Ho. 
1b«t«  they  were  sitting  idle  on  their  horses  whilst  infantry 
and  artillery  were  fighting  for  their  hves^  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  charge  which  never  came,  whilst  hundreds  of 
opporttmitieB  to  do  good  service  with  their  rifles  passed 
Qiuieeded  by  them, 

8.  It  may  be  said  that  English  cavalry  would  have  acted 
differently.  Possibly ;  but  certainly  it  would  have  been  equally 
hclplejss  and  at  sea  under  the  conditions  of  training  in  force 
at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  South  African  war.  One 
example  is  preferable  to  many  argnmenta  In  August  181^9  I 
waft  commandiitg  a  brigade  of  infantry  on  Salisbury  Flain. 
Orders  were  received  that  the  divimon  was  to  march  scroaa 
th«  plain  and  that  it  might  expect  to  be  attacked  by  two 
brigades  of  cavalry.  I  was  directed  to  form  my  brigade  into 
a  hollow  ai[Uare,  four  deep*  and  to  move  cautiously  across  the 
plain  in  echelon  behind  the  brigTide  cK)inm'anded  by  Colonel 
(now  Hajor-Qeneral)  Clements.  From  the  centre  of  my  square 
rose  a  balloon,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  presence  of  this 
com|)arAtively  modem  invention  I  should  not  have  Ijeen  Hur* 
prisdd  to  see  Baruld  at  the  head  of  an  English  wedge,  or 
a  tfaoedonian  tdialaux  marching  over  the  hi  lis  to  take  a  part 
in  the  proceedings.  After  various  alarms  the  brigades  them- 
selves (lid  actually  apf>ear,  very  conspicnous  and  splendid,  and 
entering  up  to  my  S4|uare  were  declared  by  an  umpire  to  have 
OQued  to  exist.  Ua^i  that  cav^alry  cho«en  to  dismount  even  two 
atjisadroQa  and  opened  fire  in  extended  order  from  behind  a 
ridge  they  could  have  annihilated  the  sqUare^H,  wheress  by 
eliarging  them  they  almost  justified  the  absurd  formation  of 
the  infantry  by  being  annihilated  themselve6«  Many  of  the 
cavalry  officers  present  knew  what  should  have  been  done,  but 
very  semor  cavalry  officers  were  on  the  ground^  and  to  dismount 
and  use  the  carbine  in  those  days  (I  hope  it  is  not  so  now) 
toeant  aoertain  black  mark  to  the  enterprising  individual  who 
tried  il 

9.  So  far  1  have  been  writing  only  of  experience  gained  in 
the  First  Arisiy,  or  with  brigades  of  cavalry  operating  within 
its  sphere  of  action.  I  hear  that  at  Te-lj-f«n  there  was  an 
tndeoiBive  shock  action  between  two  s(|uadrons  of  Japanese 
and  two  miuadrons  of  Russlftn  cavalry. 


Report  by  Oapt ./.  B,  JardvM,  5tk  Lcme$rB. 

1*  f&rmati(mM  and  EdabUshment. — ^ There  are  12  divisional 
regiments  in  the  Japam^se  army  (the  13th  is  nut  yet  organyeod). 
A  divisional  regiment  has  S  acjuailrotia      A  squadron   conaistii 
A'    MU»4.  %  V 
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of  140  men,  Besides  the  above  there  9W  -two  ii>depqndent 
brigades  of  two  regiments  each;  a  brigade  lias  f^  aquadroos, 
as  each  regiment  of  a  brigade  is  composed  of  4  squadrona  A 
squadron  of  a  brigade  regiment  is  of  the  same  strength  as  the 
squadron  of  a  divisional  regiment. 

A  troop  consists  of  32  men  (theoretically )» i-^*  ^^cm  a  front 
rank  of  16  men,  and  is  led  by  a  subaltern  office.  A  iacocfp  has 
4  sections  of,  theoretically,  8  men  each.  Captains  command 
squadrons.  The  brigade  is  commanded  by  a  major-general,  and 
is  directly  under  the  orders  of  the  commander  of  tiie  Army. 
The  junior  subaltern  carries  the  standard  (covered  iii  waterproof 
case),  and  is  accompanied  by  an  escort  of  6  men.  The  staiulard 
on  active  service  accompanies  the  regiment  whenever  the 
3  squadrons  are  on  parade. 

Telephone  PaHy. — ^There  is  one  telephone  pariy  per  regiment 
of  1  officer  and  5  men,  who  have  charge  of  the  apparatus.  From 
10  to  20  men  per  squadron  understand  how  to  use  it^  Every 
man  in  the  squadron  can  fix  the  apparatus ;  50  (f)  kilometres 
(30  miles)  of  wire  are  carried.  The  whole  apparatus  is  carried 
by  7  pack  horses,  who  are  in  charge  of  men  of  the  regiment 

Pioneer  Equipment — In  each  squadron  4  charges  of  dyna- 
mite are  carried,  distributed  among  ihe  men — ^all  the  men  in  the 
squadron  know  how  to  use  it;  5  axes  and  5  sa¥r8  are  also 
carried,  but  no  other  tools,  such  as  shovels  or  wire  clippers. 

2.  Arms,  Saddlery,  Eqvdpment,  dx, — (1)  The  saddle  at 
present  in  use  is  stuffed  like  a  hunting  saddle,  with  low  cantle 
and  smooth  seat.  There  is  no  numnah,  but  a  blanket  is  worn 
under  the  saddle.  These  saddles  are  really  on  trial,  no  fixed 
pattern  having  been  decided  on.  (2)  C3otton  string  girth 
(plaited).  (3)  Stirrup  irons  lighter  than  the  latest  British 
patterns,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  too  small.  (4)  Ordinary 
double  bridle  is  in  use.  (5)  Head  collar  and  head  rope  are 
in  one  piece;  one  end  of  the  rope,  plaited  into  sbape^  forms 
the  head  collar.  The  head  rope  is  double,  and  is  fastened 
to  the  near  wallet  strap.  (6)  No  breast  plates  or  cruppers  are 
used  by  the  men.  .  (7)  Two  shoe  cases,  one  on  each  side,  are 
attached  to  the  cantle.  (8)  Cloaks  and  waterproof  sh^ta  (same 
pattern  as  infantry)  are  carried  behind  the  saddle,  latter  on  the 
top  of  the  former.  (9)  There  are  capacious  leather  wallets. .  (10) 
Capacious  canvas  saddle  bags  are  carried.  In  one  of  them  is 
carried  the  bento  box,  or  mess  tin.  (11)  Canvas  bucket  (con- 
certina shape)  is  carried  on  the  off  side,  resting  on  the  saddle 
bag  and  hanging  from  the  cloak  strap. 

The  saddle  is  not  of  good  material  The  wallets  and  saddle 
bags  seem  too  capacious,  but  perhaps  during  the  severe  Man- 
churian  winter  the  men  being  able  to  carry  more  comforts  than 
would  otherwise  be  the  case,  they  will  mitigate  the  hardships 
that  must  be  endured.  The  bucket  seems  serviceable  and  h^t 
Its  shape  iaalso  convenient.    The  same  remark  applies  to  tbe 
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girth.  1  have  seen  few  girth  galla.  The  sword  is  2  feet  long 
mid  slightly  curved.  It  ifi  eoti^iderably  lighter  than  ours.  It  is 
Muspende^  from  one  sliog  from  a  waist  belt  worn  under  the 
jaeket  No  attempt  has  be^^n  made  to  discolour  the  steel 
iieabl«ard,  which  I  have  otlen  noticed  fluRhing  In  the  muh.  The 
carbine  is  worn  slung  on  the  back,  Boer  fashion.  The  revolver 
b  worn  at  the  wai^t ;  it  is  Japan-made,  but  of  Smith  and 
Weason  action.  During  the  Hummer  khaki  tunicSj  jackets  and 
breeches  were  worn,  in  lieu  of  the  ordinary  unifomL  The 
doth  of  the  men's  ordinary  tunics  and  breeches  seems  of 
bar  material.  The  bulk  of  the  men  of  the  Guard  Divisional 
Begjment  have  been  wearing  one  pair  of  breeches  since  they 
landed  over  seven  and  a  half  month^t  ago  in  Korea,  and  they 
are  still  wearing  welL  The  same  cannot  be  said  of  the  boots, 
which  are  made  of  mo«t  inferior  leather.  In  eeveo  and  a 
half  months  the  men  mentioned  above  have  already  worn 
out  two  pairs,  and  are  now  wearing  the  third.  To  render 
tliemselves  less  visible,  the  men  are  now  wearing  their  sumiuer 
khaki  tunic  over  the  cloth  one. 

ii  Weights. — The  average  weight  of  man  and  equipment,  ijB^^ 
everything  carrii^d  by  the  horse,  ia  17  stone  12  Iba  The  average 
weight  of  honie  is  900  lbs. 

4.  Supply  of  Ammuniii&n. — llie  supply  of  ammunition 
carried  by  the  man  h  60  (?)  rounds.  Carrieil  on  saddle  (wallet 
generally),  50  (I)  rouridH  (sometimes  increaued  to  60  (?)), 
Divisional  cavalry  regiments  replenish  tlieir  ammunition  from 
the  neareil  infantry.  The  ammunition  of  a  cavalry  brigade 
is  carried  on  [mck  horses, 

5,  Mackms  ftiii-i,— Machine  guns  are  not  employed  with  the 
divisional  regiments.     The  two  cavalry  brigades  each  poesesa  a 

Lbattery  of  six  guns  (Hotehkisa  pattern,  made  in  Jaj^^au).     These 

rare  mounte^l  on  travelling  carriages  with  limber  more  similar  to 

that  of  a  field  gun  than  even  that  of  our  pom-poms.     The  whole 

turnout  \qo\b  clumpy,  heavy  and  eonBpicuoua»  in  fact  the  total 

weight  behind  the  teams  is  15  cwt.  with  pole  draught  and  four 

Uu^neK.     The  gnn  is  sighted  up  to  only  2,000  metres  ( 2 ;i  87  yards) 

nml  tire**  500  roundn   a  minute.      It  is  loaded    from    the  side, 

50  rounds  fixed  on  metal  plate  ( fanning  a  sort  of  clip)  being 

tnaerted  in  the  slot  at   a   time.     Radiators   used    inRtead   of  a 

water  jacket*     Tht^re  is  a  permanent   shield   on   each   04irriage* 

L[  saw,  however,  that  a  rough  tripod  of  wood  had  becrn  t  in  pro* 

Fvisied,  which  was  carried  on   the  limber,  discarding  the  ordinary 

carriage  and  shield.     On  this  tripod  the  gua  could  hardly  be 

traversed  at  all.     It  fires  the  rifle  cartridge. 

In  a  guu  of  this  calibre  the  equipment  ia  far  too  cmnb«r« 
some  and  conapicuous. 

fi.  S%n<iUi^,^No  form  of  signalltng  is  ii^ed.  I  h^ivu 
aton  A  few  men  Qfling  the  semaphore  system  with  improvised 
flags^  but  the  authorities  bav«  given  them  little  encoumgement, 
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ill-adapted  as  it  is  to  cavalry.  I  have  called  the  atteniioii  of 
many  officers  to  the  drawbacks  incarred  by  having  no  signalkn, 
and  they  all,  without  exception,  agreed  with  what  I  said.  Of 
course  the  telephone,  when  it  can  be  employed,  they  find 
€u]mirable.  It  very  often  takes  the  place  of  a  heliograph  when 
troops  are  detached  from  the  main  body. 

7.  Com  and  Method  of  Carrying  it. — ^In  time  of  war  the 
regulation  allowance  of  grain  is  6  aho,  equivalent  to  13|  poaoda 
This  seems  a  very  liberal  allowance,  but  is  in  order  to  meet 
the  eventuality  of  hay  or  its  substitute  not  being  available. 
Of  course  it  is  of  necessity  often  reduced.  During  the  davs 
of  the  battle  of  the  Sha  Ho  (October  1904)  for  instance,  the 
allowance  was  reduced  to  5  aho.  Barley  is  the  principal  grain, 
with  a  small  quantity  of  rice,  but  it  varies  according  to  circum- 
stances. There  is,  of  course,  a  fixed  allowance  of  hay  (or  its 
equivalent),  but  in  Manchuria,  ka>oUa7ig,  millet,  &a,  being 
plentiful  as  a  rule,  the  horses  have  received  no  fixed  allowance 
daily.  Horses  are  fed  twice  a  day — ^morning  and  evening  {vide 
section  13).  On  the  march  the  food  is  carried  in  both  saddle 
bags  evenly  distributed. 

Emergency  Ration. —The  masi^s  emergency  ration  (same  as 
the  infantryman's)  is  carried  in  the  wallets. 

8.  Bivouaca,  Picketing  of  Boraea,  Ac. — ^As  in  the  infantry,  a 
waterproof  sheet  is  carried  on  the  saddle,  which,  when^comlnned 
with  others,  forms  good  shelter.  As  a  matter  of  met,  when 
possible,  troops  are  always  quartered  in  Manchurian  houses  and 
the  horses  tied  up  in  the  compound  or  yard.  The  regular 
method  of  picketing  a  horse  is  as  follows : — Two  pegs  about 
one  yard  apart,  two  ropes  from  the  headstall  (the  head  rope  is 
double)  fastened  on  to  each  peg.  They  tell  me  this  method 
is  employed,  as  10  per  cent,  of  the  horses  are  stallions.  Other- 
wise it  has  nothing  to  recommend  it.  When  means  are 
available,  and  the  halt  exceeds  one  day,  temporaiy  stables  (if 
others  cannot  be  obtained)  are  always  ere^ed,  as  a  rule  of 
branches  and  kaoliang,  in  summer  and  in  winter.  During  the 
latter  season  one  rug  is  carried  for  the  horse,  under  the  saddle. 

9.  Tra/naport. — ^The  transport  of  a  regiment  is  composed 
entirely  of  pack  ponies,  e.g.,  the  transport  of  a  squadron  is  8  for 
cooking  pots,  &c.,  21  for  food  and  forage,  and  2  spare=29*  pack 
ponies.  The  pack  ponies  are  attended  by  men  of  the  regimeni 
The  contrast  between  this  amount  of  transport  and  that  of  a 
European  squadron  is  great. 

10.  Beconna4s6cmce  and  Scouiing.^The  German  system  of 
reconnaissance  and  scouting  is  employed,  but  modified  to  m% 
circumstances.  As  a  rule,  in&ntry  support  is  provided*  All 
distances  such  as  those  between  the  advanced  squadrons  and 
the  main  body  of  the  brigade,  &c.,  are  much  the  same  as  in  oor 
army  under  like  conditiona    There  is  no  signalling,  and  all 

*  The  detail  totakSG;  3Cot  baggBbg^ ha^« v^t^^i:^ Vmui omifttod. 


CAVALBT. 


S3R 


I 


mcjiagcji  between  advoneed  squadrons  and  the  mam  body  ai^ 
dirried  by  orderlies.  On  one  oocamon  when  I  accompanied 
the  2nd  Brigade,  two  squall raos  went  out  from  the  defenRive 
line  at  7  am.  After  ndvancing  4  miles  or  so  the  whole 
halted  and  the  two  advanced  squadrons  tot^k  up  positions  being 
reinforced  by  one  company  of  infantry  and  two  machine  guns, 
which  had  marched,  the  former  in  rear  of  the  latter,  with 
the  main  body.  The  enemy  were  very  strong  in  front  with 
ftins,  snd  no  farther  advance  wss  made.  Hie  to^d  infantry 
with  the  brigade  was  on©  battalion.  The  brigade  did  not  retire 
from  the  positions  taken  up  till  late  in  the  afternoon.  Enemy 
made  no  attack,  but  there  whs  "  sniping''  at  intervals  between 

Jatrola  The  distances  kept,  and  the  way  the  brigade  was 
iiiposed,  stmck  me  as  being  excellent,  aa  well  a^  the  manner 
in  which  the  advanced  groups  or  patrok  passed  over  difficult 
ground. 

It  is  noticeable  how  much  more  the  Japane^  patrols  chance 
rifle  fire  than  ours  did  in  the  late  South  Afncan  war,  the 
Cofiaack§  hein;,'  notoriously  bad  shots,  It  is  somewhat  upsetting 
to  our  preconceived  ideas  and  experience  of  patrol  wurk  (in 
South  Africa)  to  st»e  the  enemy  desist  fmm  firing,  and  a  patrol 
break  into  a  walk  as  soon  as  a  distance  of  1,000  yards  separated 
IbfiOL  Neither  Japanese  or  Russians  quite  comprehend  the 
value  of  long-range  fire  nowadays.  By  this,  I  do  not  meati 
that  neither  ever  employ  it,  but  it  is  nevi*r  employeil  to  the 
same  eictentas  it  was  in  South  Afriai,  nm  with  the  Ramesueoess. 
The  Japanese  cavalryman  as  a  scout  is  resourceful  and  quick- 
eyed.  Whether  the  average  man  is  more  long-sighted  than  is 
ueually  the  <mse  in  other  armies,  I  do  not  know.  He  may 
gometim^s  i>e  l>laiued,  perha|)S,  for  showing  unnecessary  incli- 
nation to  make  a  fight  of  it  wlien  a  judicious  withdmwal  afler 
observation  would  better  suit  the  case.  No  special  Rcouts  are 
trained  in  the  scjuadron.  Ench  troop  officer  inj^tructs  his  own 
men.  Officers*  patrols  are  much  used  in  the  divisional  cavalry. 
When  in  touch  with  the  enemy  1  noticed  that  the  Guard 
Cavalry  Regiment  always  haii  two  out  from  dawn  until  dusk. 
The  officer  (of  a  patrol)  receives  his  onlers  direct  from  the 
colon t^l  the  evening  before.  On  the  16th  October  half  a 
•qufulron  of  the  Guard  Cavalry  Regiment  was  in  the  neigh* 
^xjurhood  of  Wai-tou  Shan  (a  mountain  south  of  the  Hfia  Ho) 
which  lay  in  the  debatable  ground  between  the  opposing 
armies'  defensive  lines.  One  officer's  patrol  (ten  nven)  was 
postt^d  on  the  hill  At  1J5  p*m.  the  enemy's  guns  from 
Hcroes  the  river  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  it,  under  cover  of 
which  one  regiment  of  Cossacks  and  one  regiment  of  infantr)^ 
crosaed  the  Sha  Ho  and  advanced  against  the  hilL  The 
subaltern  officer  disposing  his  men  with  ingenuity  over  the  hill 
Hnd  ordering  each  man  to  fire  an  rapidly  as  jxjj^ible  caus^  the 
ilieiny  to  deploy  and  make  a  regular  attack  on  the  mountain. 
The  rcsultin((  musketry  may  be  described  as  heavy.     The  patrol 


fell  back  without  loss  slowly,  and  by  ito  movettkenfm  not  only 
delayed  the  enemy,  but  obtained  excellent  infot^mation  as  to  hk 

streugth. 

11.  Dismounted  Work  —  In  dismounted  work  the  uftual 
system  is  as  follows: — One  man  holds  the  horses  of  eadi 
section.  A  complete  section  is  8  men,  a  troop  (complete)  being 
32  men.     Four  men  therefore  hold  the  horses  of  a  troop. 

This  system  no  doubt  places  a  maximum  of  men  in  the 
firing  line,  but  cannot  be  suitable  in  an  open  country.  In 
the  mountains,  where  there  was  invariably  good  cover  at  hand 
for  the  horses,  the  system  has  worked  welL  From  what  I 
saw,  the  men  mounted  and  dismounted  promptly,  care  being 
taken  always  to  obtain  good  cover  for  the  horses,  from  which 
the  men  were  never  unduly  separated.  The  old-fashioned 
method  of  wearing  the  sword  on  the  body  has  been  found  to  be 
a  great  nuisance  when  dismounted,  and  that  of  slinging  the 
carbine  on  the  back  has  little  to  recommend  it.  In  r^aid  to 
the  former  officers  are  unanimous,  in  regard  to  the  latter 
opinions  are  divided.  I  do  not  quite  see  how  either  sword  or 
carbine  is  to  be  carried  on  the  saddle  as  long  as  the  present 
saddle  bags  are  worn. 

12.  MeMcaZ,  Veterinary,  Shoevng, — There  are  two  aoigeons 
in  a  regiment  and  one  medical  sergeant,  with  one  sick  orderly 
to  each  squadron.     Simple  medicines  are  carried  in  a  satcheL 

There  are  two  veterincuy  surgeons  in  each  regiment,  and  one 
farrier  sergeant  in  each  squadron,  who  carries  on  his  saddle  a 
few  simple  medicines. 

There  are  eight  shoeing  smiths  per  squadron,  who  carry  on  the 
saddle  bellows,  tools,  &c.  The  squadron  portable  forge  is  carried 
on  one  of  the  pack  ponies.  Horses  are  shod  once  a  month ; 
SIX  nails  are  used  in  each  shoe,  fore  and  hind.  One  set  of  shoes 
and  fifty  nails  are  carried  by  each  man  of  the  squadron.  A 
heavier  shoe  is  used  in  winter.  The  shoeing  seems  fairly  well 
done. 

13.  Feeding  and  Watering. — In  peace  time  the  horses  are 
trained  to  do  without  a  midday  feed.  This  practice  is  continued 
in  war  time.  They  receive  half  their  ration  of  com  in  the 
morning  and  half  in  the  evening.*  It  takes  two  months  to 
make  a  horse  accustomed  to  this.  At  first  he  falls  away,  but  at 
the  end  of  this  period  he  has  begun  to  pick  up,  and  is  getting 
quite  used  to  doing  without  a  midday  feed.  In  war  time  the 
horse  receives  no  com  between  the  hour  of  departure  and  the 
hour  of  arrival  in  camp.  I  have  often  asked  officers  and  veteri- 
nary surgeons  the  advantages  gained  by  this  practice,  and  have 
never  received  a  satisfactory  reply.  The  argument  used  in  favonr 
of  only  watering  twice  a  day  does  not  hold  good,  for  water  has  to 
be  met  with  and  obtained,  while  the  com  is  alwajrs  on  the  saddle. 

*  The  cavalry  hone  of  the  Chinese  Annj  is  fed  twioe  in  the  M  houri : 
JD  the  afternoon  and  at  oiidnigkt. 
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I  prodaoed  such  argamentB  a^  smfillDesa  of  horse's  fitomacb,  &c., 
B^d  they  could  not  controvert  any  of  them.  All  officers  do  not, 
however^  approve  of  this  practice.  As  far  as  the  work  which 
the  horses  of  the  Japanese  cavalry  have  to  perform  is  eoncerued, 
the  practice  seems  to  have  worked  well  enough,  but  one  cannot 
believe  that  it  would  do  otherwise  than  weaken  the  horses  had 
they  been  employed  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  It  must  be 
retiieuibered  that  in  Manchuria  there  have  always  been  plenty 
of  substitutes  for  hay,  which  the  horse  could  pick  up  ns  ht? 
marched  along,  such  as  hoLolmng,  millet,  &a,  so  that  hin  stomach 
was  rarely  empty  during  the  daytime. 

In  peace  time  the  horses  are  watered  twice  a  day  and  ho 
ID  war  time.  Thus  if  water  cannot  be  obtained  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  ttie  horsins  are  the  more  accustomed  to  do  without  it.  In 
the  advance  an  Liao-yang  until  the  Tai^t^u  Ho  wuh  croased 
there  wan  water  everyw^here,  which  was  a  great  advantage  to 
the  cavalry  during  the  very  hot  days  in  July  and  August 
After  tbe  crossing  water  bt^came  scaice ;  I  have  no  doubt  the 
want  of  it  in  the  middle  of  the  day  wa«  not  felt  to  any  great 
ejdent  by  the  Japanej^ae  horses,  certainly  not  to  tiuch  a  great 
utent  as  our  horsefi  in  South  Afric*a  felt  it*  I  know  it  is  heresy 
in  the  eyes  of  many,  but  fn)m  what  I  saw,  the  practice  of 
watering  in  tbe  monring  and  in  tbe  evening  only  in  f>eaee  time, 
and  at  thi^so  same  times  in  war  time,  unle.'^s  wati^r  in  very  easily 
obtained  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  seems  to  have  much  in 
its  favour.  One  cannot  forget  tbe  perpetual  anxiety  of  the 
squadron  leader  in  South  Africa  about  getting  his  horses  watered 
in  the  middle  of  the  day, 

14  Rertunmts —l^tnonntB.  are  purchased  l*y  the  Oovemment 
in  the  country  distrtctn  for  cavalry  and  artillery  purpoaes  for 
ltM>  yen  each  (about  lUi.)  a«  two-year^ohls.  Aft4*r  three  yeani* 
reoidenoe  at  the  de[)dts  they  are  sent  as  required  Uj  tbe  different 
It^meats,  due  aittntion  l^emg  imid  to  the  horses*  suitability  for 
eaTalry  or  artiUery;  On  the  23rd  October,  1904,  I  saw  twenty- 
five  femounts  that  had  juBt  arrived  from  Japan  frir  tlie  Guard 
Re^ment  They  were  mostly  five-yoar-olds  and  uf  a  worse 
stamp  than  tlie  horses  already  belonging  to  it  Eight  of  them 
were  stallions.  For  reasons  mentioned  later  on  the  percentage  uf 
entires  in  the  cavalry  is  likely  to  increase.  I  imagine  the 
Japanese  Govern  men  t  finds  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable 
hof^es,  and  this  difficulty  will  increase  as  the  war  is  prolonged 
unless  hames  be  purchase4|  in  Canada  and  else  where.  As  far  as 
I  can  find  out,  no  cavalry  horses  other  than  Japan-bred  have 
been  supplied  to  the  troops.  Capturtfnl  Ruanian  horses  are  found 
to  be  more  sult^lile  for  transport  than  cavalry  so  far,  but  of 
course  a  Bussinn  oHicer's  horse  is  generally  a  priiEe, 

15.  Shock  Action, — As  already  mentioned,  the  country  over 
whieli  the  First  Army  luis  passed  «n  rout4i  to  Liao-yang  is  by 
no  means  suited  to  shock  action*  The  wooded  mountain^ 
mofltly  nnrideable^  and  narrow  valleys  (often  a  sea  of  kaolianq) 
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did  not  lend  tbemselvee  to  charging,  yet  oppoiiing  patrok,  as  was 
natural,  occasionally  met  euddenly  so  cloee  thai  the  sword  wm 
used,  and  with  some  effect  by  the  Japanese.  The  desire,  hoFW- 
ever,  to  employ  shock  action  lay  with  the  Japaue&ep  the  Russians 
showing  no  inclination  for  this  form  of  fighting  It  is,  perbape, 
unnecessary  to  state  that  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
did  not  &il  to  engender  contempt  in  the  minds  of  the  Japanese, 
who  had  also  already  found  them  to  be  worse  shots  than  them- 
selves. Since  the  Japanese  have  crou^^ed  the  Tai-tzu  Ho  and 
entered  a  country — ^now  that  the  kaoliajig  is  down— ^^uitable  for 
cavalry,  their  cavalry  has  been  outnii[[ibered  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  has  been  employed  almost  entirely  on  the  defensive. 
They  have  had  to  oppose,  moreover,  the  Russian  horse  artillery, 
being  themselves  without  mobile  guns. 

16.  Divisional  Regvments. — The  country  firom  An-tong  to 
Liao-yang  (I  saw  no  movements  in  Korea)  cannot  be  described 
as  a  cavalry  country.  In  parts,  such  as  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
An-tung,  it  is  rideable  everywhere^  but  in  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  Country  the  caviJry  were  restricted  practically  to  the 
mountain  paths  (when  horses  must  go  in  single  file)  and  to  the 
roads,  which  run  through  steep  wooded  valleys  generally  not 
exceeding  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  width.  Two-tmrda  of  these 
valleys  during  July  and  August  are  covered  with  the  Chineee 
crop  termed  kaoiiang,  at  that  period  11  feet  to  13  feet  big^ 
This  crop  is  planted  in  drills  eighteen  inches  apart^  and  at  a  short 
distance  much  resembles  Indian  com  and  bajra  as  groMm  in 
India,  but  owing  to  this  way  of  growing  it,  it  is  no  obstacle 
whatever  to  a  man  on  a  horse.  It  affords,  of  course,  great  cover 
from  view  even  to  a  cavalryman  when  it  has  reached  its  full 
height.  On  this  account  during  the  advance  of  a  division  the 
cavalry  in  front  often  consisted  of  only  one  squadron  with 
infiEtntry,  the  latter  (especially  as  they  were  the  mobile  Ji^Muiese 
infantry)  doing  the  advanc^  guard  work  far  better.  The 
remaining  two  squadrons  either  went  out  and  took  up  positions 
to  protect  the  flanks  or  marched  in  rear.  During  a  halt  the 
cavalry  were  generally  out  holding  villages  and  positions  of 
strategical  and  tactical  importance  to  the  front  or  flank  of  the 
division,  but  owing  to  their  smaU  number  and  the  great  number 
of  the  enemy's  cavcdry  opposed  to  them,  they  were  very  oftm 
accompanied  or  supported  by  infantry.  In  front  of  Feng-hnang- 
cheng  in  the  first  half  of  June  last  the  cavalry  regiment  of  the 
12th  Division  was  out  day  and  night  16  miles  or  so  in  advance  of 
the  defensive  line,  but  even  then  it  was  often  supported  by 
infantry.  It  is  unnecessary,  perhaps,  to  state  that  as  there  was 
no  independent  brigade  or  division  (cavalry)  with  the  First 
Army,  the  Cossacks  always  vastly  outnumbered  its  cavalry. 
The  orderly  duties  of  a  divisional  regiment  are  very  heavy  owing 
to  the  fact  that  no  signalling  is  used  in  the  Japanese  army. 

From  the  fore^ing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cavalry  regiment 
of  a  Japanese  division  has  to  fulfil  many  duties  in  ^^itiffli  to 
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tbOAe  Qsnally  ful tilled  by  divisional  cavalry,  but  these  duties 
beoome  far  more  arduous  when  a  cavaky  country  is  reached. 
When  I  was  with  the  Ouarcj  Cavalry  BegimeDt  in  September 
last  the  fttrength  oo  piirade,  after  deducting  men  on  divisional 
diiiies,  such  as  orderlies  to  the  generals,  &c.,  was  about  85  f>er 
squadron,  Don-commissioned  officers  and  men» 

17.  The  Brigade. — The  1st  Brigade  has  been  acting  with  the 
Second  Army  during  its  movements  up  to  date.  I  stayed  a  few 
d^yi  with  the  2nd  Brigade  after  the  occupation  of  Liao-yang, 
which  place  it  did  not  reach  until  the  fighting  \vm  over,  having 
lanrknl  near  the  port  of  Dalny  from  Japan,  rhe  kaoliat^  was 
cntt  but  what  may  be  described  as  sheaves  of  it  were  still  standing 
in  the  tielda  Altogether,  the  country  to  the  front  was  by  no 
meuia  bad  for  cavalry  though  hilly  in  parts,  for  it  was  rideable 
anywhere.  To  the  east  and  north-east,  the  nature  of  the  country 
was  much  the  same  as  tlmt  south  of  the  Tai-tzu  Ho,  but  the 
brigafl«>  did  not  reconnoitre  in  these  directions.  I  could  aea 
very  quickly  that  the  Japanese  cavalry  were  unable  to  recon- 
noitre further  tlian  four  miles  from  their  defensive  line  without 
an  engagetnent  Tiiis  they  naturally  wished  to  avoid,  for  the 
enemy's  cavalry  wore  far  mure  numerous  and  were  alw&jra 
accotnpamed  by  horse  artillery.  Of  course  small  fights  between 
patrols  took  place  from  day  to  day.  Hence  we  see  bow  easy 
it  was  for  Koropatkin  to  mask  hU  movements  by  means  of  ma 
^jBavaliy  and  horse  artillery,  and  keep  the  Jajmnese  in  suR|>ense 
rearing  the  early  part  of  Octolier  as  to  where  he  meant  to  deliver 
his  blow.  This  is  only  one  of  oumerous  a^es  illustrating  imder 
what  disadvantages  the  Japanese  labour  owing  to  the  paucity 
of  their  cavmlry. 

m  Personn^L—AE    regards    the    jiersonnel— t<j   commence 

with  the  officer,  I  am  bound  to  nay  as  far  as  figliting  is  coneemed 

he  knows  his  business.    His  training  betVjre  he  beeomc^ts  an  othcer 

ifi  thorough,  and  after  joining  hiH  regiment  there  seems  to  Ik* 

UtUe  *'  easiiigoff/*     The  average  officer  is  keen  about  his  profoa- 

eion  to  a  degree  unkno^vn  in  some  armies,  and  one  who  is  caFeleas 

in  his  duties  does  not  stay  long.     He  is  not  a  man  of  the  world  ; 

his  experiences  outside  his  profet^ion  are  neither  varied,  nor  do 

g^ey  give  him  any  assistance  in  it.     He  hag  not  travelled  ;  he  is 

mm  sportsman  and  he  has  mixed  little  with  men  out*«ide  his  pro- 

Vfession  (I  ani  judging  from  the  standpoint  of  our  anuy),  but 

Rike  all  Japaneso  hi»  keenness  ami  attention  to  work  counter* 

Pl)atanee  it  all.     We  know  of  an  army  in  which  the  officer  is 

Buppf^scHl  to  t>e  of  this  stamp  and  people  conclude  at  onoe  such  a 

man  mxini  l>e  a  dri)l'boi>k  oHicer,  but  this  is  not  the  case  in  this 

army,  for  the  Japanese  otticer,  and  civilian,  for  that  matter,  is 

ijiever  too  proud  to  learn,  atid  I   have  never  in  iny  experience 

■heard  any  Japanese  lay  it  down  that  Japan's  way  of  doing  a 

Knrt^n  thin;*  was  the  best     The  officer  may  think  so  frequenUy, 

Plnit  be  will  always  listen  politely  to  criticism,  never  missing  the 

*  diance  of  picking  up  a  wrinkle  or  two. 
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The  burden  of  responsibility  does  not  weiijfa  heavily  6n  ilie 
Japanese  officer.  Taming  to  the  cavalry  in  particalsTy  the 
officers  all  struck  me  as  young  men.  The  regiment  I  spent  some 
days  with,  to  observe  how  things  were  done,  was  commanded 
by  an  officer  of  twenty  years'  service.  The  squadron  leaders  were 
much  younger  men  than  one  is  accustomed  to  see  commanding 
squadrons  in  the  British  army.  Officers'  patrols  are  mudi  used, 
and,  although  my  knowledge  of  the  Japanese  is  slight,  as  I  was 
pri\Hleged  to  listen  to  their  nightly  reports  to  the  colonel  of  (he 
regiment,  I  could'see  that  the  subalterns  were  no  novices  at  the 
game.  The  adjutant  was,  of  course,  always  busy,  but  it  struck 
me  that  there  was  far  less  writing  and  paper  work  than  is 
prevalent  in  our  regiments.  I  think  the  non-commissioned 
officers  are  as  intelUgent  and  as  attentive  to  their  duties  as 
those  of  any  nation :  they  can  all  dn^w  a  rough  sketch  by  the 
compass.  The  men  of  the  cavalry  are  chosen  from  recruits  as 
being  the  most  intelligent  and  suitable  for  the  work.  They  are 
not  horsemen — ^they  are  too  round-thighed,  but  the  longer  the 
war  drags  on  the  better  they  ride.  I  cannot  compare  their 
riding  with  that  of  our  troops — especially  those  stationed  in 
India — but  they  ride  well  enough  to  defeat  the  Cossack)  with 
all  the  reputation  he  bears  as  a  horseman.  They  are  carefully 
instructed  by  their  officers  in  peace  time  and  possess  individual 
initiative.  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  Japanese  soldier  requires 
less  leading  than  any  European  soldier.  All  can  read  and  write, 
and  every  cavalryman  understands  and  can  read  a  map. 

19.  Horses, — Promiscuous  breeding  is  responsible  for  i^e 
great  inferiority  of  Japanese  horses.  This  the  Qovemment  is, 
and  has  been  for  some  time,  trying  to  prevent,  but  as  long  as  the 
farming  population  prefer  a  stallion  (they  think  the  entire 
horse  stronger)  to  a  gelding,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the 
Japanese  horse  can  improve  much.  Up  to  now  lack  of  funds 
(Parliament  always  cuts  down  the  proposed  amount  in  the 
budget  allotted  to  horse  breeding)  has  prevented  tl\e  Government 
breeding  studs  from  being  a  great  success.  There  are  three 
Imperial  studs,  besides  others  under  Qovemment,  viz. : — (1)  In 
the  island  of  Hokkaido,  where  horses  are  bred  for  riding  and 
draught  work ;  (2)  at  Sotoyama,  where  horses  are  principally 
bred  for  farming  purposes ;  (3)  at  Sanritsuwa,  where  horses  are 
bred  for  riding  purposes.  Stallions  from  Great  Britain  and 
elsewhere  have  been  imported,  especially  to  Hokkaido,  the  best 
breeding  country,  for  there  there  is  grass — ^but  from  what  I  have 
heard,  few  mares.  As  in  the  case  in  South  Africa  the  progeny 
of  imported  sire  and  dam  decreases  in  size  each  generation,  so  in 
Japan  it  seems  unlikely  that  a  breed  of  the  required  size  and 
substance  for  cavalry  can  ever  be  maintained.  Good  grazing, 
too,  is  scarce  in  Japan.  The  Japanese  horse  is  commonly  14*2 
and  under,  weedy,  narrow  chested,  straight  shouldered,  short  in 
neck,  with  bad  quarters  and  lacking  in  substance  ;  but  in  many 
CMOS  one  can  see  how  the  mtrod\icx»\oii  ol  jgc/^  \iVxA  f^:^ 
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abroad  has  to  a  certaiii  extent  oouoteracted  Bonie  of  their  bad 
poititfi.  Soma  of  the  horses  ridden  by  officers  are  exoeUent 
examples  of  what  can  be  don©  by  careful  breeding,  but  one  rarely 
sees  ati  officer  riding  one  over  14*3,  I  have  not  seen  a  troop 
horse  that  is  «rhat  one  can  call  up  to  weight,  and  at  the  same 
time  poAseesing  i[uality.  In  fact,  it  takes  the  troop  home  all  his 
time  to  carry  the  small  Japanese  soldier,  who,  by-the-bj^e,  i^  by 
no  means  light  for  hLs  size.  What  would  happen  to  the  troop 
horses  had  they  to  travel  the  distances  ours  had  in  8outh  Africa 
can  be  eaijily  gua^fsed,  althougb^  of  course,  that  was  an  excep- 
tional case.  1  am  of  opinion,  also,  that  they  would  be  quite 
unable  to  perform  tire  work  required  of  them  in  a  Euro|)ean 
campaign. 

It  b  aatonisliing  what  a  difference  there  is  between  the  horse 
of  Japan  and  that  of  the  nearent  maiiiland,  ManehurJa  and  Korea, 
although  only  some  hours*  sail  dintant  Both  Manchurian  and 
Korean  horsoa  are  smaller,  13-3  is  the  ordinary  height  in  the 
eafte  of  the  former,  13' 0  in  the  case  of  the  latter ;  but  lioth  look 
more  like  what  a  hor^ie  should  be,  especially  for  draught  work : 
the  former  being  an  ideal  field  gun  horse  in  inirHatnre,  the 
latter  perhaps  showing  more  bree<linu,  and  both  posnessing  bone 
and  substance.  Yet  with  all  his  defects  the  Japanese  troop  horse 
tl  not  prone;  to  unsoundness.  It  must  he  allowed  that  the 
i||»valry  regiments  of  divisions  have  not  had  great  distances  to 
go,  nor  has  their  work,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  ever  bean 
exceptionally  severe,  but  their  casualty  lists  hav©  been  by  no 
meaoH  large  (the  Ouanl  Cavalry  Regiment,  since  the  commenoe- 
mentoi  war  in  Korea,  lias  a  total  Iobs  of  100  hordes »  Le.,  in  eight 
and  a  half  months;  the  1 2th  Division  Regiment,  the  first  cavalry 
to  land  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  up  to  the  end  of  July 
hftd  lo«t^t*'>tally  disabled — 40  ochJ)  and  inherent  iuisoundnt*ss 
does  not  seem  to  have  l3een  th*^  cause  of  any  large  number 
being  tncapacitatcd.  I  think,  considiTing  all  things,  the  troop 
horse  may  be  considered  hardy,  especiolly  when  one  consideiit 
what  indifferent  horse  masters  the  Japanese  are,  although  it 
seems  to  me  the  cavalry  do  not  err  in  tiiia  respect  nearly  go 
much  as  the  artitlety.  The  Japan -bred  horse  is  far  easier  to 
train  and  handier  than  the  China  ptmy.  and  possesses  a  far 
better  mouth-- the  latter  seems  to  be  born  with  a  mouth  of  iron. 
Altogether,  the  troop  horse  does  not  do  so  badly  considering  the 
wei|^t  he  has  to  carry.  His  lack  of  sixe  and  substance,  which 
would  be  fatal  to  him  when  meeting  European  horses  in  a 
charge,  have  this  advantage,  that  the  Japanese  soldier  can 
mount  and  dismount  more  easily* 

In  a  cavalry  regiment  DO  per  cent  of  the  horses  are  geldings^ 
the  remainder  being  etitires.  No  mares,  no  white  horsea,  and 
only  the  darkest  greys  are  used — a  great  contrast  to  the 
Oomcks,  who  attach  no  importance  to  a  horse's  oolour,  and, 
10  I  have  myself  notices],  can  the  more  easily  be  disitingmshdd 
at  a  distance.  Txioking  through  one's  glasaeSi  one  c%n  always 
tell  whether  the  troops  are  Busaiaix  or  J»^tixv^^!^.. 


540 


JAPANESE   ARWT, 


20.  Remimi. — It  is  very  regrabfcable  that  owing  to  the 
conditionB  of  this  war  there  in  little  to  learo  from  a  cAvalfy 
point  of  view*  It  ib  due  primarily  to  the  disparity  of  the 
numbers  of  that  arm  of  both  sides,  and  secondly,  to  the  nature, 
so  far,  of  the  country.  It  had  been  the  custom  until  this  war 
to  attribute  a  very  low  standard  to  the  Japanese  cavalry* 
This  was  due  principally  to  the  inferior  kind  of  horse  employed 
by  them,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  expert  European  officers, 
could  not  stand  up  before  a  charge  of  the  cavalry  of  E»irope, 
and  which  was  overweighted.  The  bad  riding  of  the  Japanese 
soldier  was  also  much  commented  on.  I  think ,  perhaps,  it  bad 
been  forgotten  that  a  comparison  with  the  cavalries  of  Europe 
was  only  necessary  in  one  case,  i,e,,  that  of  Russia^  the  only 
opponent  the  Japanese  were  likely  to  meet.  What  the  Russian 
cavalry  has  etfected  in  this  war  up  to  date  speaks  for  itself. 
Few  of  their  regular  regiments  have  been  at  the  seat  of  war — 
Cossacks,  a  large  number  Trana-Baikal,  forming  practically  90 
per  cent,  of  their  cavalry.  These  are  for  the  most  part  as 
be^ly  or  worse  mounted  (the  Cossack  of  course  is  a  heavier 
man  than  hh  adversary)  than  the  cavalry  of  Japan  which  in 
the  earlier  part  of  the  campaign — ^in  Korea— quickly  asserted 
its  superiority* 

The  main  quality  that  makes  the  Japanese  Infantryman 
what  he  is,  and  for  which  foreign  oflFicers  in  the  last  China  war 
gave  liini  credit  unanimously,  is  the  quality  that  has  enabled 
the  Japanese  cavalryman  to  prove  himself  superior  to  the 
Cossack*  We  call  it "  bravery,"  which  is  but  a  feeble  trans* 
lation  ur  equivalent  for  Yainato-damaski — the  term  used  by  the 
Japanese  themselves.  Added  to  this  is  their  superior  fighting 
skill,  for  they  are  better  educated  at  school  before  entering  thtj 
army  and  are  better  trained.  If  we  balance  accounts  between 
Cossack  and  Japanese,  it  h  soon  seen  which  is  on  the  credit  side. 
Neither  posse.«ses  advantage  over  the  other  to  any  great  extent 
in  regard  to  horseflesh.  The  Cossack's  sole  asset,  and  no  doubt  a 
great  one,  is  his  riding.  His  enemy's  assets  are  these :  YanuitO' 
dumashi  and  superior  skill  in  the  employment  of  his  weapons, 
both  carbine  and  swonL  A  cavalry  general  of  the  United 
States  Army  has  aptly  said  that  the  Japanese  have  no  '*  horse 
sense,'*  In  regard  to  the  cavalry  their  care  for  their  horses  all 
seems  to  come  from  the  book  (German),  modified  to  a  small 
degree  by  ideas  of  their  own  not  always  to  be  commended* 
The  Japanese,  it  is  perhaps  unnecess.iry  to  state,  are  not  a 
horse-loving  people  and  do  not  attach  the  same  importance  to 
the  horse  that  we  do ;  hence  the  groom  class,  from  which  we 
draw  some  of  our  best  recruits,  are  the  worst  servants  in  Japan 
both  as  regards  work  and  character*  The  farming  dans  of 
course  know  Homething  of  horses »  but  very  little  from  our  point 
of  view,  and  they  never  ride,  which,  strangely  enough,  may  be 
said  of  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  grooms.  Little  details  auch  as 
the  **  etiquette  of  the  road "  may  perhaps  exempli fy  what  I 
mean.     Daring  the  march  horsauien,  both  officers  and  orderliesi 
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^^pievar  seem  to  hav*  any  compunction  in  riding  off  infaniiy 
^  to  the  side  of  the  road,  or,  in  the  case  of  Manchuria  where 
roAda  are  oarrow,  off  the  rood  altogether.  The  officers  {90  per 
cent)  before  joining  know  little  of  and  have  had  no  experience 
with  horses*  What  they  subsequently  learn,  is  learned  like 
Vbm  drill  aa  part  of  theii*  duty  and  not  amplified^  as  is  the 
case  of  the  Brittsb  officer,  by  the  experience  giiined  off  duty, 
in  the  bunting  field,  on  the  polo  ground  or  after  pig  in  India. 
Hence,  though  attention  m  not  wanting  on  hid  part,  the  officer 
cannot  be  deHcribed  ns  a  gooil  horsemaster.  To  give  uue 
inalanee,  I  have  again  and  again  seen  the  horses  both  of  offioera 
and  iiien  standing  for  hours  with  the  saddles  on  their  bueks, 
the  girths  not  even  loo«ianed.  It  nmat  be  allowed  that  the 
percentage  of  sore  backs  anion^  the  casnalities  in  !iot  great,  but 
it  ahould  be  remembered  that  there  have  l^en  su  far  few  long 
marches  in  the  campaign.  Some  of  the  foreign  attache  are 
of  opinion  that  up  to  date  the  Japanese  have  carefully  nursed 
their  cavalry.  Two  of  them  (not  cavalrymen)  are  men  who 
being  strongly  pro-<7oasaek  at  the  start  would  listen  to  no 
adverse  criticisms  on  Mishchenko's  men  until  Liao^yang  wafi 
reached.  I  think  they  use  too  strong  a  term.  To  nurHe,  and  to 
be  careful  or  economical  of  your  cavalry  are  two  very  different 
things*  It  must  be  allowed  that  Japan  haa  been  economical  of 
them*  How  could  she  have  done  otherwims  ?  From  obsen^atton 
I  can  assert  they  have  had  plenty  of  work  to  do  notwithstanding 
the  alow  advance  of  the  Japanese  armies. 

To  »um  up,  I  think  it  will  be  agreed  that  the  Jiipanese 
cavalry,  in  spite  of  their  very  great  inferiority  in  numbers  and 
lack  of  horse  artillery,  have  don©  exceedingly  welL 
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Report  of  a  visit  by  Colonel  W.  H.  Birkbkk,  0.R,  to  the 
let  Cavalry  Brigade ;  Fa-ku-men,  21st  June  1905.  With 
remarks  by  Lieut-General  Sir  C.  J.  BaRNETT,  JLC.B. 


Appendices. 
Details  of  Japanese  cavalry  raids  -     Appendices  1,  2,  3. 

Details  of  cavalry  actions  -  -    Appendix  4. 


FlaU. 
Map  illustrating  Japanese  cavalry  raids    -  -     Map  85. 


Remarks  by  LieiU.-0e7ier(d  Si/r  C.  J.  Bv/metL 

The  accompanying  reports  are  the  outcome  of  a  visit  which 
General  Nogi  was  kind  enough  to  allow  Colonel  Birkbeck, 
accompanied  by  Colonel  Pertev  Bey  of  the  Turkish  Army,  to 
make  to  the  ist  Cavalry  Brigade.  They  were  accompanied  by 
Lieutenant  Ota  of  the  Japanese  Cavalry,  who  is  one  of  the 
officers  told  off  to  look  after  the  foreign  attach^  of  this  army. 
Unfortunately  both  Colonel  Pertev  Bey  and  Lieutenant  Ota  were 
wounded  by  shrapnel  fire  on  the  moruing  of  the  16th  Juna 
»  •  «  • 

As  regards  the  Japanese  horses.  No  one  knows  their  failings 
better  than  the  Japanese  themselves,  and  I  have  reliaUe 
authority  for  stating  that  just  before  the  war  broke  out  they 
were  in  treaty  with  a  dealer  in  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  the  purchase  of  suitable  mares  to  be  sent  to  Japan 
for  breeding  purposes. 

The  statement  that  the  Japanese  are  not  natilral  horsemen 
is  true,  but  what  European  cavalry,  at  all  events,  is  composed 
of  natural  horsemen  ?  Is  it  not  a  notorious  fact  that  the  very 
large  majority  of  the  men  are  trained  ah  initio  in  the  riding 
school  ?  The  Japanese  pursue  the  same  methods,  and  as  their 
men  take  to  it  with  a  zest  and  are  naturally  bold  and  fearless 
there  is  no  reason  why,  in  the  matter  of  riding,  they  should 
not  prove  the  equal  of  any  European  cavalry.  It  appears  to 
me  one  might  just  as  well  talk  of  a  natural  cavalry  horse  as  of 
a  natural  cavalry  man.  That  they  both  exist  I  admit,  bat  in 
such  small  numbers  that  they  are  not  worth  considering. 
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The  qoaettoa  bb  to  whether  the  Japanese  are  good  hofBd- 
masters  or  Dot  must  be  gauged  by  results,  and  that  they  have 

Sue  through  a  loog,  hard  and  trying  campaign  with  so  few 
iR4>8  in  hoff^ea  from  preventible  cauBes,  m  few  sore  backB,  and 
practical  immunity  from  iDfeetious  and  contagious  diseaaes^ 
speaku  most  favourably  for  their  system  of  horse  management 
These  remarks  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  artillery,  I  was 
allowed  tii  inspect  the  horses  of  two  batfceriea  io  their  temporary 
Ktableii  a  few  days  ago  on  the  way  to  the  front*  They  were 
for  the  most  part  in  good  serviceable  condition,  no  sore  backs 
or  g»lla  that  I  could  see,  and  only  five  sick  horses  in  the  two 
bfttteries*  During  the  whole  of  the  campaign  these  two  batteries 
have  QXily  had  between  them  sixty  remounts.  It  is  true  that 
in  the  matter  of  stable  management  their  methods  do  not 
accord  with  our  ideas,  but  facts  are  facts  from  which  there  is 
no  getting  away,  and  mounted  troops  who  have  been  able  to 
iocomplish  such  splendid  results  in  the  way  of  hotse  preserva- 
tion in  the  £eld  cannot  be  classed  as  either  bad  or  indiffereiit 
horsemasters. 

The  inteltigenca  and  training  of  the  cavalry  leave  littJe  to 
be  desired,  and,  if  their  horses  are  not  up  to  our  standard 
in  make  or  i^bape,  they  do  the  work  they  iire  called  upon  to 
perform,  and  it  is  often  hard  ;  and  this  after  all  is  the  true  and 
only  criterion  of  their  worth. 

When  the  history  of  this  war  comes  to  be  written,  I  think 
it  wiU  be  found  that,  up  to  date,  the  Japanese  cavalry  have 
hmSk  much  maligned,  and  it  will  have  to  be  admitted  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  they  have  performed  their  duty 
admirably  and  with  a  self-denial  which  is  worthy  of  all  praise. 
The  very  life  bluod  of  the  Japanese  soldier  is  the  offensive, 
and,  being  imbued  with  a  thorough  knowledge  and  an  inborn 
Appreciation  of  shock  tactics,  it  must  have  been  gall  and  worm* 
wood  to  the  Japanese  cavalry  to  have  to  hang  on  to  the  skirts 
of  the  infantry,  or  get  into  a  village,  instead  of  riding  straight 
nt  the  opposing  cavalry  when  opportumty  offered. 

The  reason  for  this  is  clearly  set  out  in  paragraph  i  of 
Colonel  Birkbeck  s  report,  and  I  would  draw  attention  to  the 
concluding  sentence  of  that  paragraph  with  the  remark  that  I 
fully  and  entirely  agree  with  every  single  word  therein  set 
forth. 

The  remainder  of  the  report  speaks  for  itself,  and  needs  no 
comment  from  me,  beyond  saying  that  I  agree  generaUy  with 
the  conclusions  drawn,  more  particularly  with  those  enunciated 
in  the  concluding  paragraph. 

The  Japanese  are,  above  all  things,  tlioroughly  piBctica], 
and,  once  having  had  their  eyes  opened,  tJiey  never  doge  them 
until  they  can  do  so  with  safety,  I  would  iBvita  special 
attention  to  the  accounts  of  the  long-distaQGe  patrols,  which 
form  not  only  interesting  but  also  instructive  reaaiug 
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Report  by  CoUmd  W.  H.  Birkbeck. 

On  the  12th  June  I  joined  the  Head-Quarters  of  tbe 
Ist  Cavalry  Brigade.  Unfortunate!)'  both  the  officer-interpreter, 
and  my  companion,  Colonel  Pertcv  Bey,  TurkJah  Army,  were 
wounded  on  the  16th  June,  and  I  was  obliged  to  retom  to  the 
Head-Quarters  of  the  Third  Army  on  the  17th  Jiina 

1.  The  Japanese  Army,  as  is  known,  is  orgaoiaed  in 
territorial  divisions,  and  included  in  each  is  a  r^^ent  of 
cavalry  of  three  squadrons. 

lliere  are  in  addition  two  independent  cavalry  hrigadea. 
The  brigades  work  independently  of  each  other,  though 

as  during  the  battle  of  Mukden,  they  can  be  formed  into  a 

division. 

2.  The  Ist  Brigade  is  commanded  by  Major-Qeneral  Akiyama 
an  officer  who  spent  four  years  studying  in  France  and  has 
graduated  at  the  Japanese  Staff  College.  He  is-  the  senior 
cavalry  general  in  the  Japanese  service,  and  it  is  to  him,  I 
fancy,  that  the  cavalry  brigades  owe  their  organization  and 
the  undoubtedly  high  standanl  of  efficiency  to  which  they  have 
attained. 

3.  Japan  labours  as  regards  her  cavalry  under  grave  initial 
disadvantages:  the  islands  are  mountainous,  almost  every 
available  square  foot  of  ground  is  carefully  cultivated  in  order 
to  support  the  dense  population,  there  is  no  grazing,  and 
very  little  open  country,  and  the  people  are  natcually  neither 
horsemen  nor  horsemasters. 

The  horses  of  Japan,  though  hardy  and  full  of  oonrage,  are 
small  and  ill-shaped,  and  show  all  the  signs  of  dcffeneney 
consequent  upon  the  indiscriminate  mating,  whidi  has  only 
recently  been  stopped  by  legislation. 

It  is,  I  conclude,  to  the  above  difficulties,  as  well  as  to  the 
fact  that  in  such  a  country  the  value  of  cavalry  to  an  anny 
could  not  be  fully  demonstrated,  that  the  Japanese  owe  the 
inadequacy  of  their  mounted  force,  which  does  not  exceed 
1  cavalry  soldier  to  70  of  other  arm& 

That  it  is  inadequate  no  one  realizes  more  fully  than  the 
Japanese  themselves  and  one  of  their  first  steps  after  the  war 
wiU  be  to  increase  largely  its  numbers. 

Apart,  however,  fi^m  the  question  of  numbers,  the  cavalry 
brigades  are,  judging  from  the  one  with  which  I  had  the  privikga 
of  spending  a  week,  serviceable  and  formidable  units,  ^Tiirnttftd 
by  the  truest  spirit  of  cavalry,  and  as  superior  to  their  opponents 
in  intelligence,  efficiency  and  moral  as  are  their  oomiades  of 
the  infantry. 

4.  I  naturally  discussed  as  often  as  possible  with  the 
general  and  the  commanding  officers  the  question  of  tfie 
armament  and  employment  of  cavalry,  and  their  oondnsittis 
coincide  in  a  remarkable  manner  with  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
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opmioiis  of  our  cavaljy  leaders.  The  firearm  m  the  weapon  upon 
which  they  have  learned  in  the  peculiar  circumstaiiees  of  this 
war  to  rely,  and  in  which  they  have  the  greateet  confidence. 

Since  the  begimiing  of  the  war,  when  several  charges  were 
made,  their  tactics  have  greatly  changed,  and  now,  except  in  the 
Ga$a  of  small  parties,  they  almost  invariably  fight  dismounted 

By  their  regulations  the  cavalry  Boldier  is  directed  to 
take  36  rounds  only  into  action,  and  having  no  ammunition 
column  the  brigade  m  permitted  to  replenish  ita  pouches  from 
the  nearest  infantry  ammunition  column. 

At  the  present  time  each  soldier  carries  150  rounds  or  more, 
and  an  improviEed  ammunition  colnmn  accompanies  the  brigade. 

From  the  above  it  muBi  not  he  supposed  that  there  is  any 
intention  of  abandoning  tlie  sword,  or  that  the  training  for 
shock  tactics  will  b©  relaxed.  Greater  stress  will  be  laid  upon 
dismounted  action  and  upon  musketry,  but  th**  power  of  rapid 
manceuvre  culminating  in  the  charge  is  considt^red  not  only 
m  necessary  aa  ever  for  tlie  maintenance  of  the  spirit  of  the 
arm,  but  also  essential  for  the  combat  against  opposing  cavalry 

I  put  the  question  directed  to  Major^Qeneral  JUviyama 
tbiis: — 

**  It  is  ar^ned  in  England  that  if  the  cavalry  of  Japan — a 
nation  which  has  a  veritable  cult  for  tlie  swonl,  which  boasts 
that  tlie  bright  steel  i^  their  very  soul — have  in  this  war 
abandoned  it  for  the  firearm,  then  indeed  the  day  of  shock 
tactics  i^  definitely  over,  and  cavalry  need  in  future  no  longer 
waste  time  in  such  useless  exercises  as  the  chatige." 

His  reply  was  that  his  cavalry  are  fighting  in  altogether 
esmtional  circumstances ;  they  are  continually  outnumbered, 
and  ibiced  to  act  on  the  defeDsive ;  his  squarlrons  are  too  few 
and  too  valuable  to  risk  in  an  encounter  with  superior  forces 
in  the  open,  and  therefore  he  always  finds  himself  at  a  dts- 
advantai^e  and  forced  to  act  with  the  greatcsst  caution.  Furtu- 
nataly  for  him^  he  said,  the  Kussians  appear  to  be  incapable 
of  forcing  an  issue  with  him  at  close  quarters,  and  it  is  to  that 
faci»  and  to  the  individual  superiority  and  moral  of  his  ofii cem 
and  men  thut  he  attributes  his  ability  to  accomplish  what  he  has. 

Bad  he  to  encounter  a  Russian  cavalry;  truly  trained  as 
such,  and  determined  when  opportunity  offered  to  close  with 
him  and  ride  him  down,  instep  of  unenterprising  maases  who 
fight  only  on  foot,  the  case  would  be  a  very  different  one* 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  question  of  cavalry  is  one  of 
the  very  few  in  which  the  foresight  of  the  Japanese  statesmen 
who  prepared  for  this  war  has  been  at  fault,  and  it  is  a  mistake 
for  which  the  nation  has  all  along  paid  a  heavy  price,  culmi- 
tiaiing  in  Marshal  Oj^ama  s  inability  to  reap  the  full  fruits  of 
hu  vietoiy  at  Mukden.  As  Major-Qeneral  Akiyama  remarkedi 
OQd  of  the  most  important  lessons  of  the  war  is  that  a  proper 
proportion  of  thoroughly  efficient  and  properly  trained  cavalry 
ia  ip  essential  to  success  as  the  guns  and  other  parts  of  the 
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whole  machineiy  of  an  army.    No  cheap  or  hastOy  imptovised 
substitute  can  properly  take  its  place. 

5.  Organization. — ^The  two  cavalry  brigades  are  organised 
as  complete  and  permanent  units  both  in  peace  and  war.  The 
five  squadrons  of  which  each  regiment  is  composed  in  peace,  put 
four  only  in  the  field,  and  the  fifth  forms  a  depdt,  where  recmits 
and  remounts  are  trained.  It  is  there  that  some  five  hundred 
Australian  remounts  per  regiment  are  being  now  trained  and 
conditioned. 

Each  squadron  is  accompanied  by  an  allotment  of  spare 
horses  (about  5  per  cent.)  and  pack  transport  with  one  clay's 
food  and  grain  and  cookery  utensils,  and  there  is  a  train 
company  which,  besides  providing  the  above  transport,  remains 
as  close  as  possible  to  the  brigade,  joining  it  whenever  possible. 
With  this  company  I  understand,  are  the  sick  horse  hospital, 
the  reserves  of  material,  workshops,  &c.  There  is  no  supply 
column  for  the  brigade,  which  when  not  stationary  and  within 
reach  of  the  regular  communication  line  depdts,  lives  by  requied- 
tion.  The  squadron  system  is  thoroughly  carried  oat  botii  in 
theory  and  practice  ;  squadrons,  as  I  saw  them,  were  quartered 
in  separate  villages.  The  unit  is  complete,  and  the  squadron 
commander,  a  captain,  is  entirely  responsible  and  is  never 
interfered  with  in  the  performance  of  his  duty.  The  full 
strength  of  the  squadron  is  in  the  ranks,  transport  drivers 
and  other  non-combatants  belonging  to  the  train.  This  dele- 
gation of  full  responsibility  is  a  very  marked  feature  of  the 
Japanese  military  system. 

6.  PeraoTmd. — The  oflicers  struck  me  as  a  particularly 
bright,  keen,  intelligent  and  self-reliant  body. 

The  colonels  of  the  two  regiments  were  40  and  42  respec- 
tively, both  active  men  in  the  prime  of  life. 

The  mere  fact  of  the  graduation  at  the  Central  Military 
Preparatory  School,  or  the  equivalent  educational  tests  demanded, 
ensures  that  all  cadet  officers  are  possessed  of  sufficient  intdli- 
gence  and  ability,  while  the  system  of  the  distribution  of  the 
graduates  gives  to  the  cavalry  an  equal  proportion  of  any  special 
talent. 

But  brains  alone  are  not  enough  for  the  officers  of  the 
cavalry  brigades,  and  these  veritable  corps  d'&iU  wish  for  and 
do  attract  the  sons  of  the  best  families  in  Japan,  men  whose 
home  training  and  traditions  are  the  best  guarantee  for  the 
possession  of  that  character  of  self-reliance,  courage  and  self- 
sacrifice  needed  to  make  the  best  cavalry  officer. 

With  the  best  possible  stuff  to  work  on,  esprit  de  corpi  and 
sound  regimental  training  have  done  the  rest,  and  have  produoed 
the  cavMry  officers  who  have  made  themselves  £unous  daring 
the  war  by  their  daring  raids  and  patrols  into  the  Bossiaa  lines, 
as  iar  even  as  the  Sungari  and  Harbin.    (Fick  Appendix  L) 
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Long-diijtaQc©  ndiog  and  judidouslj  arrang^  eom petitions 
form  part  of  each  year's  trainiti^,  and  to  this  is  largely  due  the 
wide  scope  of  the  oflScers*  patrols. 

I  understand  that  private  means  are  uo  more  necessary  in 
Ibe  cavalry  than  in  the  other  arms,  all  extra  expenses  consequent 
on  life  in  a  cavalry  regiment  being  paid  by  the  Government 

The  (^valry  recruits  are  selected  from  the  conscripts  of  the 
year  for  their  conformation  and  superior  intelligence,  and  the 
general  auperiority  of  the  cavalry  non-com  missioned  officers  and 
mcD  over  those  of  other  arms  is  most  marked, 

7.  Harses. — ^^Much  has  been  and  i^  being  done  to  improve  the 
Japtiuese  horse,  an  ill-sbaped  but  enduring  little  beast  of  a  very 
distinct  type. 

The  cavalry  horses  I  saw  were  very  uneven,  some  being 
stout  good  little  cobs,  while  many  were  weedy  and  misshapen ; 
but  they  all  do  an  extraordinary  amount  of  work  when  asked 
to,  and  reminded  me  strongly  of  the  South  African  ponioSt 
many  of  whom  looked  quite  incapable,  but  went  on  carrying 
heavy  men  day  after  day  without  failing* 

The  remounts  received  to  replace  losses  and  casualties  do  not 
amount  to  50  per  cent,  in  more  than  a  year'n  ^.mpaigning ;  they 
are  drawn  from  the  borae  dep6t  of  the  Army  to  which  the 
brigade  happens  to  be  attached,  from  captures  and  from  local 
purchasea  There  has  been  no  pressure  upon  the  Kemonnt 
Department ;  aa  a  fact  the  mouuteJ  troops  have  never  been  asked 
lo  do  more  than  they  could  very  well  manage ;  their  hardest 
W0i*k  was  during  and  after  the  Mukden  battle,  when^  continually 
taking  the  enemy's  rearguard  positions,  the  main  body  averaged 
15  miles  a  day  for  40  days  with  plenty  of  food. 

8.  Armament. — The  carbine  and  sword  are  the  weapona 
nsedi  the  latter  a  curved  single -grip  weapon  alnng  to  the  waiai* 

ndtt  and  Uie  former  ctiiried  on  the  back  with  no  other  attach- 

HEuent  than  its  sling,     I  was  informed  that  to  keep  tlie  carbine 

^ieady  the  sling  must  be  tight  and  therefoi^e  press  on  the  chestj 
which  is  unsatisfactory*  The  men  are  often  far  more  tired  than 
the  horses. 

The  carbine   is    considered    aatisfactory  enough,   but    the 

t  breech  has  to  be  kept  wrapped  in  rags  when  not  in  use  to  keep 

piout  the  dnat,  which  clogs  it 

Ab  regards  the  lance,  opinion  appeared  to  be  divided  Some 
officers  think  it  most  effective,  and  told  me  stories  of  its  usa 
with  effect,  even  at  dose  quarters,  by  Cossacks  who  wielded  it 
with  both  hands,  dropping  their  reins  and  guiding  their  bonisa 
by  voice  and  leg.  Others  dislike  it,  as  weighty,  visible  at  & 
distance  and  awkward  to  dispose  of  for  di^oaounted  service. 
AJtli0Ugh  the  moral  effect  is  acknowledged,  the  general  con- 

Miniiion  appears  to  be  against  it,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 

Ijapaoase  will  adopt  it  for  their  cavalry. 

P  Maxiy  officers /among  them  Major-General  Aklyama,  are  in 
favour  of  a  bayonet  for  u^e  dismounted^  paitiGultrly  at  night. 
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9.  Equipment — ^Though  the  horses  are  small  the  men  are 
light,  and  though  each  man  carries  practicallj  all  tliaft  he 
requires  there  are  no  complaints  of  the  horses  being  overweighted, 
such  as  were  made  in  South  Africa. 

The  saddle  with  its  accessories  is  very  serviceable,  and  I  com- 
mend it  to  the  notice  of  the  Master-Qeneral  of  the  Ordnance. 
It  is  heavy  for  its  size,  but  the  material  is  excellent,  the  panels, 
which  are  detachable,  are  stuffed  with  wool,  there  are  no  borrs 
in  front,  and  the  fantails  are  short.  The  kit  is  carried  in 
very  roomy  wallets,  and  saddle-bags  easily  detachable ;  two 
blankets  are  carried  under  the  saddle,  one  for  horse  and  one  for 
man,  and  the  cloak  is  rolled  and  strapped  on  behind.  The  whole 
kit  is  extraordinarily  simple  and  serviceable. 

I  saw  only  three  sore  backs  among  the  horses  of  six  squadrons 
inspected  in  watering  order,  and  the  marks  of  the  old  sores, 
except  in  the  case  of  Mongolian  ponies  injured  before  they 
joined  the  service,  were  conspicuous  by  their  scarcity. 

The  saddle  appears  to  fit  all  sizes  and  shapes  of  back«  and  I 
have  myself  been  riding  a  high  withered  Australian  in  a  soldier's 
saddle  and  find  it  quite  comfortable,  and  infinitely  preferable  to 
the  European  pattern  staff  o£Scer's  saddle  first  provided  for  me; 
neither  breast  plate  nor  cropper  is  used  unless  specially  required, 
and  the  girth  is  of  string. 

The  troops  were  in  summer  clothing,  loose  khaki  drill 
breeches  and  dust  coats;  the  boots  are  various,  many  men 
wearing  Russian  boots ;  the  cap  is  covered  with  khaki  drill,  and 
curtains  hang  down  the  back  and  sides. 

10.  Hygiene  and  Shoeing. — I  cannot  think  that  the  stable 
management  is  altogether  good ;  the  Japanese  regulations  only 
provide  for  the  horse  being  fed  twice  daily,  morning  and  evening, 
a  system  which,  though  utterly  foreign  to  our  ideas,  prevaiu 
still  in  the  American  army.  The  Japanese  defend  it  on  the 
ground  that  the  war  horse  cannot  often  be  fed  at  midday,  and 
must  be  accustomed  to  the  privation. 

In  spite  of  this  regulation,  the  horses  were,  when  I  saw 
them,  in  first-rate  condition,  though  many  are  so  ill-shaped  that 
they  can  never  look  really  round  and  fat ;  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  brigade  had  had  nearly  two  months'  rest 
since  the  forty  days'  hai^  work  of  March  and  early  April,  and 
they  are  quartered  in  excellent  grazing  ground,  of  which  they 
take  advantage. 

Improvised  shelter  was  provided  for  all  the  horses,  but  the 
standings  were  bad,  and  quite  deep  holes  had  been  worn,  in 
which  the  horses'  forelegs  were  resting. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  more  than  one  officer  whom  I 
asked  said  he  fed  and  watered  his  horse  in  long  distmee 
competitions  as  often  as  possible,  and  a  little  at  a  time. 

The  absence  of  infectious  and  contagious  diseases  among  the 
horses  has  been  very  remarkaVAe. 
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The  sboeing  is  mmi  carofuliy  attended  to ;  many  of  the 
ponies*  feet  are  very  contracted,  their  forelegs  often  seem  to 
grow  ont  of  the  some  hole,  aod  tbeir  hocks  actually  touch  as 
they  siand,  yet  somehow  they  are  kept  goiDg.  and  the  marks  of 
braaliiDg  are  vety  few.  I  saw  a  good  many  animals  standing 
in  the  ponds,  and  I  am  sure  there  is  a  good  deal  of  trouble 
with  feet 

There  are  eight  farriers  and  shoeing-smitha  per  squadron, 
and  the  shoeing  is  cold  when  on  the  move,  and  hot  when 
opf>ortunity  offers. 

There  are  two  veterinary  officers  to  each   regiment,  one  of 

whom  looks  after  the  sick  horses  in  the  bospitd  with  the  train 

P'Wmpany,  while  the  other  accompanies  the  regiment,  supervises 

the  shoeing,  and  attends  to  the  accidents  and  slight  cases  which 

reximin  with  the  squadrons. 

Veterinary  officers  lecture  constantly  to  all  ranks  on  hygiene, 
diatatics,  treatment  of  simple  ailments,  ine. 

Japan  h  by  tradition  a  country  of  class  distinctions  and  the 
veieriQary  profession  has  ranked  low  in  tbi^  civil  social  scale. 

The  value  of  hygiene  as  regards  the  men  m  one  of  the  first 
principles  of  the  military  system,  and  it  is  being  realized  mora 
and  more  how  similarly  the  Iiealth  of  the  animals  is  essential 
to  the  efficiency  of  an  army  in  the  field.  I  anticipate  that 
the  status  of  veterinary  officers  will  l>e  raised  and  all  possible 
.stimulus  given  to  the  profession  genemlly  to  attract  to  its 
[tanks  the  bnun  and  talent  with  which  the  Medical  Department 
"  I  so  abundantly  supplied* 

IL  Equitali&n. — I  cannot  say  that  the  horiea  appear  to  be 

generally  well  broken,  but   the    men   ride  weU  enough ;  tliey 

^;Atiek  tight  and  ride  fearlessly  at   speed    over  rough   country. 

Host  of  the  officers  I  saw  were  very  nice  horsemen,  and  rode 

^good  horsaB. 

Thay  all  speak  of  their  Cavalry  iSchool  aa  being  excellent^ 
and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  visit  it  later. 

12,  Artillery  and  Machine  Own^ — The  value  of  both  light 
artillery  and  of  machine  guns  ia  fuliy  recognized,  and  a  horse 

*  artillery  battery  bas  been  improvised,  the  gunners  being  all 
mounted. 

I  had  a  long  eooTezaation  with  the  brigade  machine  gun 

^officer.  He  has  sis  machine  guns  forniiKl  as  a  separate  detach* 
taenti  extra^regimental,  and  attached  to  the  brigacle.  Two  guns 
under  an  officer  form  tlie  sub-divisions  of  his  oommandp  and 

Ffsan  be  detached  at  wtU«  but  no  aiaclune  gun  is  ever  employed 

^aingly. 

The  gatia  are  usually  kept  at  the  dispoaal  of  the  brigadier, 
and  have  been  used  more  in  defence  than  in  attack  ;  they 
seldom  open  at  long  ranges,  unle^ss  against  an  excepiionally 
ITOod  target.     It  is  rather  the  rule  to  reserve  the  machine  gun 

^£ru,  ai  indeed  that  of  rifles  too,  for  deeisive  ranges.     In  many 

^letioas  which  cavalry  officei^  described  to  me,  the  practice  has 
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been  to  allow  the  enemy  to  come  within  600  yurds  before 
opening  fire  and  then  suddenly  to  overwhelm  him.  The  prin- 
ciple with  such  well-trained  troops  is  sound,  for  the  moral 
"  knock-out "  of  a  10  per  cent,  loss  suffered  in  a  few  minutes  is 
far  greater  than  a  similar  loss  spread  over  the  advance  frmn 
1,000  to  600  yards,  and  the  expenditure  of  ammunition  is  less. 
Concealment  is  an  essential  feature  of  the  Japanese  machine 
gun  tactics,  and  the  officer  told  me  he  had  not  had  a  single  gun 
put  out  of  action  by  opposing  artillery.  The  guns  have  shields. 
The  manipulators  of  the  machine  guns  are  very  expert,  and 
there  is  now  seldom  a  jam.  Like  a  good  chcmffeur,  the  Japanese 
machine  gunner  knows  all  the  peculiarities  of  the  weaptm  he 
fires,  and  can  tell  almost  by  instinct  when  anything  is  goio£ 
wrong.  Four  thousand  rounds  is  the  most  that  has  l)een  fired 
in  a  day  by  three  machine  guns  of  the  1st  Cavalry  Brigade ; 
the  number  of  guns  is  now  increased  to  six. 

Throughout  the  Japanese  Army  the  machine  guns  introduced 
during  this  war  are  very  popular,  and  instead  of  three  per 
regiment,  six  per  regiment  are  being  provided. 

13.  Condiieion. — ^In  conclusion,  I  would  again  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  Japanese  system  which  allots  to  divisions  in  peace 
and  war  a  liberal  complement  of  cavalry  for  protection,  despatch 
riding,  &c,  and  organizes  the  independent  cavalry  brigades 
separately  and  as  complete  and  permanent  units. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  though  these  brigades  have 
frequently  been  stiffened  by  infantry,  the  latter  have  not  been, 
and  are  not  going  to  be,  mounted,  though  the  country  abounds 
with  Chinese  ponies. 

Infantry  lightly  equipped  can  keep  near  enough  to  the 
cavalry,  and  are  thought  to  be  better  without  ponies  to  think 
of  and  guard  when  fighting. 

Though  admittemy  and  lamentably  weak  in  cavalry,  no 
attempt  has  been  made  to  supplement  it  by  hastily  improvised 
levies.  Economy  is  a  necessary  factor  of  administration  in 
Japan,  and  cavalry,  being  expensive,  is  there,  as  everywhere 
else,  looked  on  with  suspicion  by  taxpayers  in  times  of  peace; 
but  our  allies  evidently  realize  that  the  arm  they  lack  cannot  be 
improvised,  and  they  have  no  spare  millions  to  waste  in  mount- 
ing and  remounting  newiy-raised  corps,  who  have  neither  the 
knowledge  and  duicipline  required  to  keep  their  horses  alive 
nor  the  training  to  use  them. 

The  result  will  be  a  considerable  increase  in  the  Japanese 
cavalry  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  probably  upon  the  lines 
abready  established,  i.e. : — 

(1)  Independent  brigades,  completely  organized  and  trained 
as  such  in  time  of  peace,  including  horse  artillery  and 
machine  guns,  and  of  a  peace  strength  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  take  the  field  complete  in  every 
detail,  after  eliminating  all  temporarily  inefficient  or 
untrained  horses  and  nou-eSeiativ^  men. 
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(2)  Of  these  brigades  the  officers  will  he  the  ^  very  best 
obtainable,  both  in  braiBS  and  cbarHctar,  and  there 
will  be  enough  oi  them  and  to  spare,  so  that  casualties 
naay  be  efficiently  replaced.  The  men  will  be  of  the 
highest  intelligence,  and  of  suattible  weight  and  shape* 

(3)  The  system  of  traiDing  will  remain  what  it  now  is, 
i,e.,  that  of  Qermany  and  France,  and  will  aim  at 
piroducing — 

(a)  Collectively,  a  brigade  whose  suppleness  and 
power  of  rapid  mancBtivre  will  enable  it  to 
attack  with  the  utmost  advantage  whether 
with  firearm  or  sworA 

(6)  Individually,  men  thoroughly  trainad  for  inde- 
pendent reconnaissance,  experts  in  the  use  of 
their  weapons,  and  confident  in  themselves 
and  their  horses^  of  whose  powers  they  ar© 
able  to  make  the  very  most. 

(4)  Difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  finding  suitable  training 
grouods  for  new  cavalry  brigades  in  Japan  itself,  hot 
the  Japanese  are  far  too  practical  to  attempt  to  train 
cavalry  on  insufficient  ground. 

I  attach  three  accounts  of  long-distance  patrols,  which  show 
the  class  of  cavalry  which  the  Japanesa  system  has>  in  spite  of 
initial  disadvantages,  producedj 
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The  following  stoiy  of  a  patrol  was  told  me  by  a  young 
cavalrj*  officer,  to  illustrate  his  route,  I  attach  a  isketch  map.* 

This  officer  started  from  Shen-tan-pu,  the  head -quarters  of 
Iftt  Cavalrj^  Brigade,  on  the  15th  January  1905,  with  orders  to 
reconnoitre  the  enemy's  rear  in  the  direction  of  the  Suo^ri, 
to  endeavour  to  cut  the  railway »  and  to  do  any  other  damage 
he  could.  His  patix)l  consisted  besides  himself  of  four  nod- 
commissioned  officers  and  forty-five  men,  of  whom  three  w#ri 
trained  as  shoeing-smiths. 

As  they  intended  to  pass  through  Mongoliai  where  hors^ 
are  plentiful,  they  took  no  spare  animals,  and  tio  tmnffport,  m 
they  were  to  live  on  the  country.  The  men  wore  their  winter 
I'^oata  with  fur  collar,  sheejiskin  waistcoats,  felt  boots,  and  fur 
[tar-cape ;  eaeh  carried  two  blankets  under  the  saddle  (one  for 
I  hoive^  aad  one  for  man),  one  mi  of  spare  shoes  and  three  sets  of 
f frost-nails  (36  nmls) ;  the  horses  were  undipped 

Eaeh  man  had  500  rounds  of  amiuunition  in  wallets  and 
saddle-bags,  six  days'  reserve  rations,  and  four  alaba  of 
explosive. 

~~  •  S«i  Map  m. 
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The  load  was  a  heavy  one,  but  the  horses  carried  it  welL 

Reaching  Hsiao-pei-ho,  he  came  across  the  tail  of  Mishchenko's 
column  returning  from  the  Niu-chuang  raid,  and  had  to  make 
a  considerable  detour  southwards ;  when  crossing  into  Mongolia 
he  turned  northwards,  intending  to  strike  the  railway  between 
Chang-chun  Fu  and  the  Sungari. 

The  route  is  shown  by  the  thick  black  line  on  the  map. 

Findiog  all  the  bridges  too  strongly  guarded  for  him  to 
attempt  to  destroy  them,  he  decided  to  be  content  with  cutting 
the  line. 

Selecting  his  point,  he  arrived  in  the  night,  and  posting  two 
groups  of  three  men,  one  at  each  end  of  his  section,  some  half  a 
mile  apart,  he  got  to  work  in  four  parties,  three  of  which  prepared 
mines,  while  the  fourth  destroyed  the  telegraph  line. 

Two  of  his  mines  exploded  successfully,  the  third  failed ; 
and  hardly  had  he  collected  his  men,  when  a  Russian  patrol  of 
fifty  cavalry  appeared,  and  he  was  obliged  to  escape  with  his 
party  northwards. 

Hearing  from  spies  of  a  Russian  supply  dep&t  on  the 
Sungari  at  She-Ii-chan  weakly  guarded,  he  determined  to 
attack  it. 

Taking  ten  selected  men  he  approached  the  depdt  at  night, 
and  succeeded  in  surprising  and  securing  the  sentry  before  he 
could  give  the  alarm,  then  surrounding  the  barrack  huts  where 
the  soldiers  lived,  his  men  threw  fuzed  slabs  of  dynamite  through 
the  windows  and  killed  and  wounded  17  of  the  guard.  After 
destroying  the  storehouses  and  stacks  of  supplies,  he  escaped 
without  loss  before  the  arrival  of  a  Russian  cavalry  squadron, 
and  carried  off  with  him  two  prisoners. 

His  presence  being  known  and  his  horses  tired,  the  officer 
withdrew  into  Mongolia,  but  at  Shao-tao-hu-tung,  having 
shaken  off  all  signs  of  pursuit,  he  decided  to  make  another 
attempt  on  the  railway,  and  turned  in  again  to  Cheng-chia- 
tun. 

Hearing,  however,  from  Chinese  that  the  railway  was  too  well 
guarded,  and  in  view  of  the  presence  at  Liao-yang-wo-peng  ol 
a  considerable  force  of  Russian  cavalry,  he  gave  up  the  idea  and 
turned  back  into  Mongolia. 

At  ELsi-sha-li-chieh  he  got  into  trouble,  being  surrounded  by 
three  hundred  Russian  cavalry,  with  some  Chinese  bandita 

All  thought  their  time  had  come,  and  determined  to  sell  their 
lives  dearly ;  however,  after  half-an-hour's  fighting  the  Russians 
thinking  their  numbers  much  greater,  drew  off  and  took  position 
on  rising  ground  north  of  the  village. 

The  patrol  at  once  mounted  and  made  off  southwards. 

The  Russians  pursued,  and  after  covering  five  miles,  the 
party  came  to  a  suitable  hill  where  it  dismounted  and  tamed 
to  l>ay. 

The  Russians  held  off  and  declined  to  dose,  so  again 
mounting,  it  made  good  its  eaca^  ^xl^l  ^n^tA2QaU.^  tfiached 
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Il£iD<mLn-tuD,  and  Mukden  oa  tke  17th  March  without  further 
trouble. 

The  patrol  had  covered  1,160  miles  in  62  days,  averaging 
nearly  19  miles  p«r  diem  ineluding  halts.  It  had  generally 
travelled  through  the  dangerous  districts  by  night. 

Of  the  four  non*commiasioned  officers  one  was  killed,  and  of 
the  flirty *five  men  who  started  two  had  been  sent  hack  with 
mo^^agea  before  the  patrol  first  entered  Uongolia,  seven  were 
killed  or  miasing,  and  thirty-^ix  returned. 

The  health  of  the  party  was  good  notwithstanding  the  intemfe 
oold»  which  fell  to  30"  below  zero :  it  got  plenty  of  Chinese  food^ 
meat,  kaolianff  and  Chinese  butter,  or  bean  cnrds. 

Besides  seven  horses  killed  or  miasing,  two  went  aligbtly 
latnej  but  recovered,  and  there  were  three  caseo  of  sore  withers 
which  &ho  were  cured  en  route. 

The  officer  brought  back  with  him  41  horses  that  had  started 
and  two  Mougoliati  ponies  ridden  by  the  two  prisoners,  who  had 
learned  to  ride  en  route.  Cover  in  BtablBs  had  always  been 
fouDd  for  the  horses  when  halted. 


APPENDIX  2J 


Another  cavalry  officer  of  three  years*  service  gave  me  from 
hia  diary  the  following  account  of  an  ejcpedition  in  which  he 
took  part; — 

On  the  4th  January  1905»  when  starving  with  hi.s  re|^ment  of 
the  cavalry  brigade  near  Shen-tau-pu,  ho  received  orders  to  join 
the  first  inth^pendent,  long*di stance,  reconnoitri^ig  detachment 

This  detachment  consisted  of  two  squadroiiB  (270  all  ninks) 
of  selected  officers,  non-commisaioned  officers  and  men  under  the 
command  of  Lieut-G>lonel  Naganuma^  an  officer  bom  and  bred 
in  the  cold  northern  islo^nd  of  Japan, 

The  equipment  was  similar  to  that  dDscribed  in  Appendix  1, 
including  800  alabs  of  est  plosive,  and  the  orders  were  to  go 
iK^rth wards  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Sungari  and  do  as  much 
^damage  as  possible  to  the  Russian  Hne  of  eommunicationa. 

On  the  &th  January  the  p*irty  left  Hsiiao-pei-ho,  and  pro- 
ling  cantiouiily  they  next  day  observed  Mishchenko's  two 
alumna  going  south.  As  his  mnrch  waii  already  being  watched 
by  other  patrols,  they  avoided  him  and  went  noHJvwest  acroii 
the  HBin-inintun  raitway. 

Wishing  to  conceal  their  presence  from  the  Chinese  railway 

iploylft,  they  selectee!  a  miftty  morning  and  crossed  the  line 

twetn  two  stations  at  speed.     My  informant  did  not  say  no^ 

but  I  think  this  detachment  probably  followed  vary  much  the 

i  fame  line  through  Mongolia  an  that  taken  by  the  patrol  deali 

rith  in  Appendix  1,  and  I  have  therefore  marked  it  so  with  a 

totttd  line  on  the  mm^  ek#tch  map. 

•  8m  Map  85 ;  »€e  at§o  Report  5»  pftge  66,  whkk  g^lvei  a  detmted  ttceoQtit 
oftfcuittid 
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On  the  1st  February  they  reached  a  laige  village,  Toiigi,  of 
which  I  have  marked  what  I  believe  to  be  the  approzmude 
position  on  the  map.  The  weather  had  been  intensely  cold  and 
fell  to  36°  below  zero  on  the  24th  January,  and  at  Tungi.  the 
party  halted  for  six  days,  and  for  the  first  time  found  ChineBe 
rice  for  their  men  to  eat. 

Meanwhile  preparations  were  made  for  an  attempt  on  the 
railway,  and  on  the  7th  February  about  one  squadron  set 
out  for  a  point  where  the  railway  crosses  a  small  stream,  the 
Shui-hsi  Ho,  which  I  believe  to  be  where  I  have  marked  it 
on  the  map  near  Kundulan. 

At  midnight  on  the  8th/9th  February  they  reached  the 
village  A  (see  sketch  below),  where  they  left  their  horses  and 
divided  the  party  as  follows : — 40  men  moved  up  the  left  bank 


Section  of  masonry  pier 

ahowin^  explorires 

placed  m  nx  mines 

of  120  slabs  each 

round  base. 


of  the  stream,  and  40  up  the  right  bank,  while  36  in  two  divi- 
sions of  18  each  with  explosives  followed  up  the  frozen  river 
bed ;  the  remainder,  about  30  men,  were  left  to  guard  the  horses, 
with  orders  to  hold  the  village  at  all  costs,  for  the  destruction 
party  would  return  and  probably  surprise  the  attackers. 

Their  information  was  vague,  they  knew  from  Chinese  spies 
that  there  was  a  railway  station  near  the  village,  and  that  the 
bridge,  which  was  not  far  oS,  was  guarded  by  a  blockhouse,  bat 
fortunately  as  they  were  making  their  preparations  a  train  came 
along,  stopped  at  the  station  and  then  steamed  on  along  the 
line  and  across  the  bridge  showing  them  plainly  where  it  waa 
The  night  was  dark  and  snow  was  falling. 
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Just  as  the  left  bank  party  reached  the  bridge  four  Cossacks 
appeared,  of  whom  the  leader  had  a  belt  round  his  boraa's  neck, 
and  were  all  killed ;  the  blockbottse  defenderB,  alarmed,  opened 
fii^  and  simultaneously  the  right  bank  party  commenced  the 
attack. 

Meanwhile  the  explosives'  party  had  reached  the  blufT  B 
where  they  were  sheltered  from  the  blockhousap  As  soon  as 
their  preparations  were  made  they  dashed  out,  attached  six 
mines  of  120  slabs  each  to  the  pier  of  the  bridge,  three  on  each 
side,  and  having  lighted  the  fu2es  withdrew  under  shelter. 

The  mines  exploded  successfully,  the  bridge  was  destroyed ^ 
and  the  whole  party  returned  to  the  village  after  three  houra* 
absence. 

The  fight  at  the  blockhouse  had  been  heavy,  and  an  officer 
and  several  men  were  killed,  besides  many  wounded* 

The  village  had  not  been  disturbed,  and  mounting  their 
horses  tiie  squadron  retired  unmolested  and  reached  Tungi  on 
the  1 1  th  Febniary ;  on  the  14th  February  the  party  started 
homewards. 

When  some  fifteen  miles  west  of  Tungi,  and  seven  miles 
from  Chenchan  {see  sketch  below)  a  force  of  Russian  cavalry 


&IEM&tAH 


f==5=^tS 


tun  tM^jjjmta      ^~ 


556  JAPANBSB  ABMT. 

about  three  squadrons  with  two  guns  i^peared  upon  their  left 
flank. 

The  guns  opened  fire  at  some  4,500  yards  and  the  Japanese 
retired  behind  the  hill  A,  from  which  the  colonel  observed  the 
Bussians. 

As  the  latter  seemed  disinclined  to  make  a  move»  Colonel 
Naganuma  moved  his  squadrons  out  from  behind  the  hill  and 
advanced;  the  guns  limbered  up  and  the  Bussians  retired 
towards  C,  followed  by  the  Japanese.  The  Bussians  oooupied 
the  village  B  with  the  guns  on  the  hill  east  of  it.  Colonel 
Naganuma  now  engaged  the  village  with  one  squadron  dis- 
mounted, while  he  directed  the  other  to  move  round  the  Bussian 
left  flank  and  threaten  the  guns. 

The  Bussians  commenced  to  retreat  in  some  confusion,  and 
the  mounted  squadron  charged,  taking  the  retreating  Bussians 
in  flank,  and  pursuing  captured  a  gun  and  wagon  at  the 
entrance  of  village  C. 

The  Bussians  left  50  killed  and  wounded  on  the  field,  and 
the  Japanese  loss  was  also  considerable. 

The  party  halted  that  night  at  Chenchan,  and  proceeded 
homewards  the  following  day. 

On  the  5th  March  about  the  point  marked  X  on  the  route,^ 
a  message  was  received  through  Chinese  hands  from  the  brigade 
head-quarters  near  the  Liao,  dated  the  28th  February,  saying 
that  the  battle  of  Mukden  had  begun,  and  the  detachment  was 
to  try  again  to  cut  the  railway. 

The  squadron  to  which  my  informant  belonged,  now  reduced 
to  some  70  men,  was  therefore  directed  on  Liao-yang-wo-peng. 

Fearing  that  they  would  be  unable  to  reach  the  railway  in  a 
body,  for  many  Bussian  cavalry  were  reported  between  C3ieng- 
chia-tun  and  Ta-wa,  the  squadron  divided,  my  informant's  party 
making  for  Chang-tu  Fu.  They  captured  a  Bussian  intendance 
party  making  requisitions  near  Liao-yang-wo-peng,  and  crossing 
the  Liao  shortly  afterwards  captured  and  destroyed  a  convoy  of 
sixty  Bussian  wagons. 

The  bridges  were  too  strongly  guarded,  and  the  party  too 
weak  to  attempt  their  destruction,  but  they  succeeded  in  slightly 
damaging  the  line  near  Chang-tu  Fu,  though  with  some  loss  to 
themselvea 

The  party  returned  by  Hsin-min-tun  to  Mukden^  which  it 
reached  on  the  29th  March. 
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A  very  young  cavalry  officer,  who  only  received  his  com- 
mission in  February  1905,  gave  me  from  his  diary  the  following 
account  of  a  patrol  which  he  made  as  a  cadet  officer  of  a  cavalry 
regiment  of  the  1st  Brigade. 

•  8m  Map  85. 
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On  the  4 til  Jaauary  he  received  orders  to  reconnoitre  the 
Imar  of  the  Ruani&ti  poeition  in  front  of  Mukden,  and  to  ascertairi 
rhow  far  the  railway  extended  towards   Fy-shnn,  mnd  what  was 
gfjtnj^  on  in  that  direction* 

^kiBji  with  him  one  non-eommisslaned  officer  and  two  men 
he  proceeded  to  Haiao-pei-ho,  and  thence,  crossing  the  Hun 
nnd  lAao  Rivers,  ho  followed  up  the  right  bank  of  the  latter, 
avoiding  Usin-min-ttm  to  San-miaa-chuang-tuQ  (C  7)*,  which  he 
'led  on  the  15th  January. 

From  this  point  be  sent  back  one  man  with  the  result  of  hla 
ervations. 

Crossing  the  river  at  Shih-fo-ssu(C  7)  Us  difficulties,  which 
bad  all  along  been  gre&t^  increased,  for  the  country  was  swarming 
witli  Russiaiig,  but  he  succeeded  in  reconnoitring  the  river  by 
I  way  of  Chu-chu  Shan  (D  6)  as  far  as  Nan-tai-tzu  (D  6), 

His   intention  ha<i  been    to   reach  Ti eh- ling   (E    6),  but  he 
[oDtild    not   get   through    the    Russian   patrols,   and   decided   to 
by  Ku-chia*tzu  (DC)  and  try  and  cross   the  railway  near 
San*tai-t2U  (D  7),  15  railoa  south  of  Tieh-ling* 

In  the  early  nioming  of  the  lf>th  February  the  patrol 
the  railway  to  San-tai-tzu  (D  7),  and  during  the  night 
of  the  17  th  February  reached  Li  en*  to- wan,  5  miles  north- eat^t 
of  Fu-Bhan(F7), 

Hidinf(  thei*e  the  young  officer  and  his  non-commissioned 
Loffieer  observed  the   neighb<iurhcHMl    of    Fu-shun    for   twenty 
four   hours,   and   having   found    out    what    they    wanted,  the 
>1  with^lrew  by  a  different  mute  to  San>tai-tzu  (D  7),  and 

fthe  railway  again  on  the  niglit  of  the  19fch  February, 
the  Liao  a^ut  La-mu-tmi  (D  7  north)  and  grjt  back  to 
^Hsiao-pei-ho  on  the  2>>th  February, 

Most  of  the  travelling  was  done  at  night ;  the  Chinese  were 
friendly  and  gave  the  fiatrol  all  possible  help  and  food ;  still, 
they  had  many  narrow  escapes  of  capture,  or  rather  death,  for« 
as  the  young  officer  remarked  quite  simply,  he  would  never  have 
been  tftken  alive. 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  an  action  At  which  I  was 

present*     Owing  to  the  reluctance  of  the  Japanese  authorities  to 

allow  their  guesta  to  go  near  any  dajiger,  I  was  unfortunately 

not  permitted  to  accompany  the  cavalry,  of  whom  I  only  caught 

l^iight  occasionally  thrcmgh  glaasea. 

Briefly  the  affair  waa  as  follows  :^ 

A  considerable  body  (some  fifty  squadrons)  oi  Russian 
ea^alry  have  long  bees  eantotmed  in  and  around  the  vJLIage  C, 
in  the  diagram  i^own  on  next  paga 

«  Sm  Map  82, 
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Having  made  a  raid  njpon  the  Japanese  coirnnnnicatJonHj  ifaqr 
had  returned  to  C,  and  aiter  rest^  were  reported  to  be  prepaxing 
for  another  offensiye  movement 

The  Japanese  commander  immediately  decided  to  strike  the 
first  blow. 

The  Japanese  outpost  line  runs  roughly  along  the  line  B,  A, 
the  Russian  line  passes  through  D. 

The  plan  of  attack  was  for  the  cavalry  brigades,  each 
supported  by  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  two  brigades  61 
artillery,  to  advance  simultaneously  on  C  by  night,  capture  and 
destroy  the  Russian  cavalry  head-quarters,  drive  them  norOk- 
wards  and  return  to  their  own  quarters. 

On  the  15th  June  the  general  commanding  the  Ist  CSavaby 
Brigade  rode  over  to  visit  the  commander  of  the  infanby 
division  on  his  left 


At  about  noon  on  the  16th  June  orders  were  issued  for  the 
cavalry  brigade  to  rendezvous  at  A  on  the  outpost  line  at  10  p.m. 
that  evening. 

There  was  a  heavy  thunderstonn  while  the  troops  were 
marching  to  the  rendezvous,  after  which  the  full  moon  came  out 
bright  and  clear.  The  rain  had  made  the  roads  very  heavy,  the 
water  in  one  place  being  knee  deep  for  a  mile. 
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Tbe  whole  coImDn,  infantry,  ^valry  and  guBS  moved  du& 
of  A  at  11  p.m,j  tie  infantry  forming  an  advanced  guard  with 
the  cavalry  and  artillery  following. 

The  Rueeiati  outpoat  line  was  crossed  at  1.30  a^m,,  and  the 
oolnnin  opened  out,  the  cavalry  moving  out  on  the  right  flank, 
and  the  infantry  forming  succe^ive  linea. 

At  E  some  opposition  was  encountered,  hut  the  Russians 
were  surprised,  their  flank  was  threatened^  and  they  made  no 
real  stand,  but  retired  on  C, 

The  Japanese  advance  oontinuedi  succeasive  lines  of  infantry 
"  "lers  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  guns  in  rear,  and  cavalry 
ilightly  in  advance  some  two  miles  ou  the  right  ilank» 

The  country  was  level  sandy  plain  with  lines  of  willow 
plantations,  which  restricted  the  view  in  places. 

The  Russian  Imtteriea  came  into  action  about  5  a.m,  south- 
oast  of  C,  and  engaged  the  Japanese  guns,  but  the  advance  was 
not  seriously  checked,  and  by  3.S0  a.m.  C  was  in  Jajmnefld 
handst  snd  tne  Russian  cavalry  in  full  retreat  northwards. 

The  cavalry  brigade  guns  inflicted  severe  loss  on  a  long 
Bussian  column,  upon  which  they  play^  with  shrapnel  from  a 
point  near  F,  at  some  3|500  yards  range. 

The  Ruasians  lost  06  killed,  a  considerable  number  wounded, 
a  few  prisoners,  and  all  their  supplies,  clothing,  sick  hoi^ses,  and 
other  accumulations,  at  the  head-quarters  of  a  large  cavalry 
fbrce. 

The  result  of  this  expedition  would  no  doubt  have  been 
greater  had  tbe  column  from  B  arrived  to  time  ;  delayed  by  the 
heavy  roads  it  was  late. 

^e  Japanese  lost  some  50  killed  and  wounded  The  force 
retcimed  to  A  by  evening,  and  FeniaiDing  there  that  night 
retomed  to  their  quarters  next  day. 
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(35)  Field  ArtiUery. 


Rbpokts  by  Lieui-Colonel  C.  V.  Hume,  D.S.O.,  Royal  ArtQl^ry; 
and  Captain  B.  Vincent,  Royal  Artillery ;  with  Remarks 
by  Lieut-General  Sir  W.  G.  Nicholson,  K.C.B.,  and  Lieut- 
General  Sir  Ian  Hamilton,  K.C.B.,  D.S.O. 


ieut-     M 


Remarks  of  LieiU.-Oeneral  Sir  W.  0.  Nicholson,  K.C3. 

In  submitting  the  accompanying  report,  dated  20th  November 
1904,  with  annexures,  from  Lieut-General  Sir  Ian  Hamilton,  I 
have  only  to  remark  on  the  paragraph  dealing  with  the  mAMng 
versus  the  dispersion  of  guns. 

The  question  in  its  essence  is  a  simple  one.  The  asflumed 
object  being  to  bring  a  concentrated  artillery  fire  to  bear  on  a 
given  point,  this  object  can  be  attained  either  by  the  mnaaing  of 

funs  for  the  purpose  of  directing  their  simultaneous  fire  on  the 
esired  point,  or,  should  the  ground  admit  of  it,  by  disp^siw 
the  guns  while  at  the  same  time  taking  steps  to  direct  their 
simultaneous  fire  on  the  desired  point.  The  latter  course,  the 
advantages  of  which  were  pointed  out  by  Napoleon  and  are 
indeed  obvious,  depends  for  its  success  on  the  existence  of 
adequate  means  of  rapid  communication  between  the  chief 
artillery  commander  and  the  subordinate  commanders  of  the 
separated  artillery  units.  Do  adequate  means  exist  or  can  they 
be  created  ?  That  is  the  crux  of  the  whole  question.  Anj^ow, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  batteries  should  possess  the  means  of  rapid 
communication  under  normal  conditions,  and  that  in  field 
artillery  training  it  should  be  recognized  that  the  dispersion  of 
units  may  be  as  advantageous  imder  certain  circumstances  as 
the  massing  of  units  may  be  unavoidable  under  other  dream- 
stances,  jd^d  what  applies  to  the  battery  units  seems  to  me 
also  to  apply  to  the  component  and  self-contained  parts  of  that 
unit. 

Remarks  of  LietU.-Oeneral  Sir  Ian  Hamilton,  K.C.B.,  DjSf.O. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  accompanying  papera 
on  artillery  by  Lieut-Colonel  C.  V.  Hume,  D.S.O.,  and  Captain 
Vincent  The  lessons  to  be  learnt  from  the  use  macb  of 
artillery  in  this  war  should  be  m:tteh  more  complete  than  those 
afforded  up  to  date  by  the  other  arms,  for  only  in  artillery  can 
it  be  said  that,  other  things  being  equal,  the  combatants  were 
at  all  evenly  matched.  Caval^  operations  in  Korea  and 
Ifancharia  have  generally  tqhoW)^  m  «xi  xiiimieresting  and 
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active  succesaion  of  gialenrmtGs;    the   Taunted   Russian 

£8  and  dragoons  having  only  li«id,  at  tlio  l»eBt>  the  negative 

of   neutralizing  and  eontaining   tlie  very  niueh   weaker 

Ity  of  the  Japanese*     The  infantty  conflic?t  has  been  one- 

'  ad  a  rule,  the  Japanese  so  long  as  they  remain  animated 

ith  their  present  flaming  patriotiiim  possessing  the  best  foot 

lierft   in    the   world.      The    RtuiaianB,   on    the    other    liand, 

>ugh    their   men   are    hrave    and    fonnidable    antagonista 

svwr  close  order  i**  possible,  ub  in  the  defence  of  a  prepared 

eition  or  in  a  night  aUack.  have  yet  bo  many  seriuiia  defects 

^the  Very  qualities moet  needed  under  the  conditions  of  modem 

Bt  that  in  battles  of  rencontre  or  in  the  attack  by  day 

ey  can   only    be   classcKl    as   very    second *rate    troops.      In 

illery  alone,  taking  personnel  and  material  together,  have  the 

sians  been  able,  battery  for  battery,  at  leaat  to  hold  their 


Indirect  Fire  amd   Cover, — In    these   daye   of  the  rafale, 

lich  IB  capable  of  destroying  a  batt^^ry  in  so  short  a  tima^ 

neealment     and    cover    have     become     abdnlutely    e^entiJiL 

litther  the  i\w   employed   bo   indirect  in    the  full   eenae^  or 

whether  the  guns  are  only  so  far  hidden  aa  eiill   U>  lidmit  of 

la  night  being  taken  on  the    objeei»  there  ia  no  doubt  wliat* 

|fer  (in  my  mind)  that  the  dayi*  of  artillery  driving  up  and 

limbering  in  the  open  an>  ils  de*yl  an  wouKl  l>e  the    batteiy 

attemjtted    Uj   n*8Uftcitiito   thetn   during  a   lwitth.%      Tlie 

ae«e  do   not   advance   tlieir   artillery,  even  behind   cover, 

'until  they  have  supplemented  tlieir  natural  cover  by  digging 

\  gm*  pits  to  dix>p  intt^  at  once. 

Much  c»f  tlie  time  iiuw  spent  by  our  field  and  especially  by 
our  horse  artillery,  in  trt^tting  or  gni loping  nmartly  into  action 
. in  the  tijxn,  had  lx*tter,  in  future,  be  devoted  to  t<iaching  otHcern 
[and  men  to  dig  entrenchiuenta  and  to  sink  aa  rapidly  fruiu  view 
j»o«4SibIe, 

Another  regutt  of  this  development  will  lie  that  if  a  battory 
^iommander  wishes  to  »ee  his  object  over  the  sights,  the  gun« 
will  now  always  have  to  be  man*hiindled  up  the  last  few  yarrht 
of  the  xlope.  This  question  of  man  ^handing  guns  is  one  which 
will  henceforth  nH|niro  special  consideration.  At  preient^ 
Ithough  tht*  bitti^ry  comes  up  the  Rlojie  with  the  drivtrB 
ping  in  their  saddlea  ao  as  not  to  show  themselves,  thus 
iving  only  a  very  few  yards  to  be  covered  by  man*handing» 
wo  have  often>  even  with  the  15-p^»under,  to  put  the  men  of  a 
section  on  lo  a  single  gun  to  get  it  intt>  jx^itiun.  If  it  so 
happi&s  that  w©  have  to  handle  guns  up  to  thirty  or  forty  yards 
of  a  vejy  steep  ascent,  then  drag  ropes  ha%"e  to  lie  put  rwi  and 
ibo  best  part  of  tlie  Imttery  has  to  set  to  work  at  hauling  up  each 
gun  in  turn.  Tlic  fact  thst  these  difiiculties  present  tlicmsslv«# 
iVW  with  the  preaent  type  of  field  goii  Imvos  to  nome  appre* 
bsnsiiMi  lest  they  should  become  still  more  accentuateil  witfi  tlto 
T 8 1  pounder.     However  this  may  be,  ii  will  W  m%^ft»ga£^  \ft  t^^iAisi 
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(35)  Field  ArtiUery. 


Bepokts  by  Lieut-Colonel  C.  V.  Hume,  D.S.O.,  Royal  Artilleiy, 
and  Captain  B.  Vincent,  Royal  Artillery ;  with  Reicabks 
by  Lieut-General  Sir  W.  G.  Nicholson,  K.C.B.,  and  Lieut- 
General  Sir  Ian  Hamilton,  K.C.B.,  D.S.O. 


Remarks  of  Ideut.-Oeneral  Sir  W.  0.  Nicholson,  K.C3. 

In  submitting  the  accompanying  report,  dated  20tli  November 
1904,  with  annexures,  from  Lieut-General  Sir  Ian  Hamilton,  I 
have  only  to  remark  on  the  paragraph  dealing  with  the  mas«ing 
versus  the  dispersion  of  gims. 

The  question  iu  its  essence  is  a  simple  ona  The  assumed 
object  being  to  bring  a  concentrated  artillery  fire  to  bear  on  a 
given  point,  this  object  can  be  attained  either  by  the  massing  of 

funs  for  the  purpose  of  directing  their  simultaneous  fire  on  the 
esired  point,  or,  should  the  ground  admit  of  it,  by  dispersing 
the  guns  while  at  the  same  time  taking  steps  to  direct  thepr 
simultaneous  fire  on  the  desired  point  The  latter  course,  the 
advantages  of  which  were  pointed  out  by  Napoleon  and  are 
indeed  obvious,  depends  for  its  success  on  the  existence  of 
adequate  means  of  rapid  communication  between  the  chief 
artillery  commander  and  the  subordinate  commanders  of  the 
separated  artillery  units.  Do  adequate  means  exist  or  can  they 
be  created  ?  That  is  the  crux  of  the  whole  question.  Anyhow, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  batteries  should  possess  the  means  of  rapid 
communication  under  normal  conditions,  and  that  in  field 
artillery  training  it  should  be  recognized  that  the  dispersion  of 
units  may  be  as  advantageous  under  certain  circumstances  as 
the  massing  of  units  may  be  unavoidable  under  other  circum- 
stances, jd^d  what  applies  to  the  battery  units  seems  to  me 
also  to  apply  to  the  component  and  self-contained  parts  of  that 
unit 

Remarks  of  LieiU.'Oeneral  Sir  Ian  Hamilton,  K,C.B.,  DJSf.O. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  accompanying  papers 
on  artillery  by  Lieut-Colonel  C.  V.  Hume,  D.S.O.,  and  Captain 
Vincent  The  lessons  to  be  learnt  from  the  use  made  of 
artillery  in  this  war  should  be  miloh  more  complete  than  those 
afforded  up  to  date  by  the  other  arms,  for  only  in  artilleiy  can 
it  be  said  that,  other  things  being  equal,  the  combatants  were 
at  all  evenly  matched.  Cavali^  operations  in  Korea  aod 
Ifancharia  have  generally  t^ewYV^  m  «xi  MXimtAresting  and 
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aoiDfiinictive  siiccesaiou  of  eialemateis ;  the  vaunted  Russian 
Cogot&ks  and  ttmgoona  baving  only  had^  at  the  bc^t,  the  oegiitivo 
•flbet  of  nf^utralizin^  and  containing  the  very  much  weaker 
eavalry  of  the  Japanescs,  The  infanbrj  conitict  has  been  one- 
sided ad  a  nde,  tha  Japanese  so  loug  as  they  remain  aniruated 
witii  their  pr^ent  flaming  patriotism  posfieasing  the  best  foot 
0oliliera  In  the  world,  Tlio  RuasianSf  on  tlie  other  hand, 
4l(lioi]gh  their  men  are  brave  and  forioidablti  atitagonists 
wlitf%ii<;vt^  close  order  is  poaalblo,  as  in  the  defence  of  a  pn.^ pared 
position  or  in  a  night  attack,  have  yet  so  many  serious  di^fecte 
in  the  very  quail tieti  most  needed  uruler  the  eouditions  of  modem 
warfare,  that  in  liattlea  of  r^ncontm  or  in  the  attack  by  day 
ttiey  can  only  be  claased  as  very  second-rate  troops.  In 
artillery  alone,  taking  jw^t^jnnel  and  material  together,  have  the 
Bnamans  been  able,  battery  for  battery,  at  least  to  hold  their 
own. 

Indirect  Fire  m%d  Cover. — In  thea©  daye  of  the  rafale^ 
which  is  capable  of  destroying  a  battery  in  so  short  a  time, 
tsonosaltnent  and  cover  have  become  al^Btiliitely  essentiaL 
Whether  the  fire  employed  be  indirect  in  thi^  full  mtm*,  or 
wliether  the  guns  are  only  no  far  bidden  m  still  to  lulunt  of 
a  night  being  taken  on  the  object^  there  is  no  doubt  wha^ 
ever  (in  my  mind)  that  the  daya  of  artillery  driving  up  and 
anliIu^iering  in  the  open  are  as  dead  a**  would  hv  tlu^  Wittery 
which  attcTrj|jted  to  resu.scitate  them  during  a  batilu.  Th© 
Japane.^e  do  not  advance  their  artillory,  even  behind  cover, 
until  they  have  supplementcil  their  tiatural  cover  by  digging 
gun  pit8  U>  dro|j  into  at  once. 

Miirh  uf  the  tinie  now  spent  by  our  field  ami  e«pecially  by 
our  hors<*  artillery,  in  trotting  or  galloping  smartly  intti  action 
in  the  open,  had  better,  in  future,  be  devoted  to  teaehing  offie^im 
and  men  to  dig  entrenclnnciits  and  to  sink  ai*  rapitUy  from  view 
a^  [Kwisilih*. 

Another  rej^ult  of  thi«  devoloptnetit  will  l»e  that  if  a  battery 
QDmmatider  wishes  to  see  his  object  over  the  sight**,  the  gun  a 
will  now  always  have  to  be  man*handled  up  the  liuit  few  yaixln 
of  the  slope.  Thift  qtiei^tion  of  man-lianding  guns  is  one  which 
will  henceforth  require  ifipeeial  conaideratiom  At  pi*e«ent, 
although  the  battery  comes  up  the  slope  with  the  drivers 
fjtooping  in  their  satldlea  m  as  not  to  show  themselvcftt  thus 
leaving  only  a  w^ry  few  yarda  to  Im)  covered  by  man-handing, 
we  have  often,  even  with  the  16 -pounder,  t^>  put  the  men  of  a 
iectton  on  to  a  single  gun  to  get  it  intii  )_H>siti(in,  If  it  ao 
happens  that  we  have  to  handle  guns  up  to  thirty  *m'  forty  yardg 
of  a  vefy  steep  aacent,  tlien  drug  ropea  have  to  be  put  on  and 
Ibe  beat  part  of  the  battery  haa  to  set  to  w*ork  at  hauling  up  each 
gun  in  turn.  Tlie  fact  thst  these  difficulties  pn^JM^nt  themaelvig 
tvtti  with  the  preeient  type  of  field  gim  lea*  3  <*• 

lieaudon  leit  they  should  become  still  ujoro  ace-  >  hQ 

IB  I  poundcn     However  this  may  be,  it  w^  W  i\%^«saaa3rj  ^ss  ia;M 
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for  future  guidance  that  no  batteiy  should  ever  give  the  sm^est 
indication  to  the  enemy  of  its  intention  to  occupy  a  positioii, 
whether  by  the  battery  commander  making  a  preuminaiy 
inspection  of  the  ground,  or  by  the  layers  when  selecting  the 
position  for  their  respective  guns^  or  by  the  drivers  letting 
their  heads  appear  above  the  sky  line.  A  battery  which  by 
any  such  carelessness  betrays  where  the  positicm  has  been 
selected  renders  itself  liable  to  lose  half  the  battle  before  firing 
a  shot.  A  small  separate  point  in  connection  With  concealment 
which  has  not  been  mentioned  in  the  acoompanjang  papers, 
is  the  question  of  the  flash.  I  think  the  flash  of  the  Russian 
guns  is  much  more  conspicuous  than  that  of  our  own  or  of  the 
Boer  artillery. 

Massing  versus  Dispersion  of  Ouns, — This  is  a  favourite 
field  of  argument  for  the  theorist,  and  one  of  the  most  hackneyed 
exercising  grounds  for  his  pen  and  ink.  I  will  therefore  try 
and  confine  my  remarks  as  much  as  possible  to  what  I  have 
seen  and  heard  in  Manchuria,  which  fully  bears  out,  under 
very  different  conditions,  conclusions  drawn  from  the  battle 
of  the  2nd  November  1899,  before  Ladysmith.  The  Japanese 
have  imbibed  their  military  principles  from  unadulterated 
German  sources.  At  the  outset  of  this  war,  aD,  or  at  any  rate 
a  vastly  preponderating  number,  of  Japanese  artillery  officers 
believed  in  the  massing  of  artillery.  At  the  battle  of  the 
Ta-lu  the  artillery  was  massed  in  proper  style.  Since  then 
there  has  been  no  massing,  and  there  has  been  some  change  in 
the  feeling  of  the  Japanese  artillery  officers  on  the  suDJect 
Many  of  the  senior  officers  still  believe  that  massing  is  essential, 
if  effectual  fire  direction  and  control  is  to  be  maintained. 
These  assert  that  it  was  not  only  because  of  the  great  superiority 
of  their  artillery  that  the  guns  were  massed  on  the  Ta-^lu,  and 
that  the  only  reason  they  have  not  been  massed  on  subsequent 
occasions  is  that  the  ground  necessitated  dispersion.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  certain  senior  officer  speaking  to  me  of  massing 
batteries,  said  that  certainly  Vidde  a  v/n  peu  vieilli,  and 
gave  me  as  a  cause  for  this,  the  fact  that  one  battery  of  quick* 
firers  could  produce  fully  the  effect  of  three  of  the  old  batteries, 
so  that  it  had  now  become  useless  as  well  as  dangerous  to  have 
too  many  of  them  on  one  spot.  He  admitted  also  that  the  great 
loss  that  must  accrue  from  offering  such  a  target  could  hardlv 
be  compensated  for  by  unity  of  command,  which  might  after  iJl 
be  secured  by  devising  good  methods  of  commumcation.  As 
far  as  I  can  judge  the  views  of  Japemese  officers  generally,  I 
would  say  that  the  seniors,  although  they  have  given  up  the 
idea  of  a  hundred  or  more  guns  in  line  at  close  interval,  would 
always  like  to  keep  a  regiment*  together,  or,  if  that  prove 
to  be  impossible,  at  any  rate  they  would  not  go  lower  than 
the  battalion  for  the  unit.     The  younger  officers   are  greatly 

*  The    Japanese   artillery  regiment    has    two   battaliona.    Ineaoh 
battalion  are  18  guns  in  three  batteries. 


WtSLH  AllTILLERT. 


668 


I 


impressed  by  the  extreme  dispersion  of  artillery  praetiied  by 
the  Rciesldos,  and  ita  ejects,  and  in  their  view  tiiB  battery 
sliould  be  the  unit.  Nor  do  I  think  they  would  hesiUite  k» 
brcaJr  tip  a  battery  in  a  siimll  engagement  or  for  any  special 
reaacm.  Speaking  generally,  then,  I  may  say  that  since  the 
eomitieiiGemeDt  of  this  war^  the  theory  Uiat  it  wae  necessary 
to  mass  batteries  to  produce  concentration  of  fire  has,  on  tho 
Jspaneee  side,  been  considerably  shaken,  and  has  receded  in 
favour  of  the  theory  that  the  advantages  of  dispersion  may  often 
be  such  m  more  than  to  counterbalance  the  less  perfect  control 
which  may  then  ensue. 

The  Russians  carried  dispersion  to  great  lengths.  I  am  mot 
quite  elear  in  what  seuise  Captain  Tincent^  was  dtBappotnted 
not  to  see  the  RiiasiaQS*  guns  mafiaed.  A^  a  gym[Hithizer  with 
Japan,  I  waa  certainly  disappointed  that  the  Ru^^Hians  did  not 
ooneentrate  their  batteries,  but  as  an  Impartial  military  critic,  I 
was  pleased  to  see  tactics  which  deserved  success,  and  would 
have  obtainod  it,  ha^l  observation,  ranging,  kc,  bot»n  up  to  the 
same  standard.  Recently  the  Euasian  artillery  unit  hfi«  been 
in  practice,  whatever  else  it  may  be  in  theory,  the  half  battery 
of  four  guns. 

SignaUing. — The  Continental  army  taken  aa  her  model  by 
regards  the  Briti^li  array  as  nullity ^a  myth  and  non- 
mt.  It  is  hardly  then  to  tm  wondei^e^I  at  that  our  methods 
have  not  received  the  same  attention  as  thuBo  of  the  Oorniau, 
Frenoba  AustriaD,  or  Russian  armies*  Still,  during  all  tht^  yeani 
theoo  mighty  organizations  have  quietly  been  resting  on  their 
laurals  (or  the  revtjrse)our  forces  have  been  contmuously  at  wai', 
and  khak]^  which  is  henceforth  to  be  the  only  wtfur  of  the 
Japanese  arm^,  is  not  the  only  hint  that  they  could  have  g<jt 
from  their  allies.  One  of  the  most  im|K)rtaut  of  thtsi?  might 
have  been  the  use  we  make  of  the  heliograph  and  of  flag 
signal  [i  tig.  They  are  the  nerves  of  our  tnxjpa  in  tlie  fir  Id,  and 
are  as  indispensable  to  their  taotiGs  as  are  their  arteries  and 
voins^  the  lines  of  communication,  to  their  sustenance.  It  is 
true  that  under  the  provision  of  a  deplunible  order  iitsued  just 
before  tiie  South  African  war  broke  out,  l^atteriiss  were  deprived 
of  thoir  aignallersi  but  necessity  knows  no  oiden^  and  thd 
system  was  immediately  reconstituted.  The  Japanese  are  now 
well  aware  that  the  dispersion  of  guns  they  }m\c  l^een  forced 
into  by  the  practical  exigencies  of  the  campaign,  demands  a 
system  of  signalling  as  its  complement.  They  have  on  many 
occasions  felt  the  want  of  reliable  commtmieations  Ix^tween  units 
very  keenly,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  thtsir  next  war  they 
will  employ  a  system  of  signalling,  adapted  very  possibly  froui 
ouri,  not  only  for  the  infantry^  but  also  for  the  artillery* 

Banging. — In  my  report  on  the  battle  of  the  Slst  July.f  I 
have  almdy  written  at  some  length  on  the  subject  of  rangingp 
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I  said  then  that  the  Russians  were  showing  signs  of  improve- 
ment. They  have  now  certainly  improved  very  much,  and  I 
have  noticed  them  pause  and  correct  their  fuze  after  a  fight  has 
heen  for  some  time  in  progress^  with  the  best  result&  This  pre- 
caution never  seemed  to  occur  to  a  Russian  battery  commander  in 
the  earlier  battles.  Still,  range  they  never  so  wisely,  they  have  a 
radically  bad  method  in  endeavouring  to  fix  the  position  of  an 
object  on  the  ground  by  pufiis  of  smoke  in  the  air.  The  results 
of  what  I  have  seen,  and  especially  of  the  terrible  mistakes  I 
have  seen,  mistakes  influencing  the  course  of  a  battle,  have 
strongly  prejudiced  me  against  the  system  of  ranging  with  time 
shrapnel  Judging  by  instances  which  have  come  under  my 
personal  observation,  it  seems  specially  easy  to  confuse  one 
piece  of  rising  groimd  with  another  when  ranging  by  time 
shrapnel.  At  distances  over  4,000  yards,  it  is  extraordinary 
how  ridges  blend  into  one  another,  and  how  easy  it  is  to  think 
a  battery  on  the  nearest  ridge  is  really  on  the  furthest,  or  vice 
versd.  Captain  Vincent  gives  a  very  good  example  of  this 
which  occurred  in  front  of  Manju-yama  on  the  1st  September. 
Only,  instead  of  saying  hundreds  of  shell,  he  should  have  said 
thousands,  as  the  Russians  were  tiring  eight  shells  every  two 
minutes  for  the  best  part  of  the  day.  How  the  five  men  were 
wounded  I  cannot  imagine.  I  suppose  a  faulty  fuze.  At  any 
rate,  all  the  shell  I  saw  went  two  hundred  to  three  hundred 
yards  over.  And  yet  one  single  correction  with  common  shell, 
or  even  shrapnel  on  graze,  would  probably  have  rendered 
effective,  instead  of  absurdly  useless  and  ineffective,  all  this 
Russian  fire  I  Whether  gun  or  rifle  be  the  weapon,  if  the  range 
is  not  correctly  judged,  then  material,  personnel,  everything,  is 
a  great  deal  worse  than  thrown  away.  A  battery  had  much 
better  not  fire  at  all  than  blaze  away  at  an  incorrect  range 
whereby  ammunition  is  expended  and  barrels  worn  out  merely 
with  the  effect  of  giving  very  considerable  moral  encouragement 
to  the  enemy.  This  is  why  I  have  always  maintained  that  to 
get  full  value  out  of  an  infantry  brigade  it  should  have  a 
pom-pom  handy  to  set  its  sights  by,  and  why  I  hold  now  that 
every  battery  should  carry  high-explosive  shell,  were  it  only  for 
the  purpose  of  ranging. 

High-explosive  Shell, — In  my  report  on  the  battle  of  the 
31st  July,*  I  wrote  at  some  length  regarding  the  high-explo- 
sive shell  carried  by  field  and  mountain  artillery  as  well  as,  of 
course,  by  the  howitzers.  Newspaper  correspondents,  as  Captain 
Vincent  says,  have  employed  a  good  many  superlatives  in  their 
press  notices  of  these  projectiles.  This  famous  and  mysterious 
high-explosive  is  just  plain  lyddite,  not  less  and  certainly  not 
more.  I  have  watched  the  shells  carefully,  and  noted  their 
effects  afterwards.  Chemically  they  may  differ  from  lyddite, 
but  practically  they  are  just  the  same.  I  have  not  seen  any 
craters  as  big  as  those  described  by  Lieui-Colonel  Hame.t    I 

•  See  Vol.  1..  page  \^,  ^  ^t%!BiT». 
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ihiuk  the  craters  hd  described  maet  have  been  made  by  the 
howitjct*rsi,  A  sttiff  offioer  uf  thu  First  Army  told  nie  that  he 
attribtited  much  of  tho  Japanciie  sueeeHS  from  tlie  2Uth  to  the 
30th  Augtiat  to  tha  ui^e  of  these  shells.  In  this  eonneetion  I 
may  «ay  that  I  also  saw  tlio  almost  magical  effect  of  the  opening 
of  two  moiintjiiii  guns  in  tho  Ruffian  trenches  described  by 
(^ptain  Vincent,*  out  I  thought  it  was  hitrh-expltj^ivo  and  not 
tthmpnel  tliat  wm  tisnd  on  tliat  occawiuu.  After  tho  30tb,  owing 
tc»  th^  kaalianff  witteh  concealed  everything  and  soft  plough 
which  prevented  detooation  and  aoinetimes  explosion,  I  do  not 
ihiuk  the  high-explo«iva  shells  were  quite  so  i^ueceBsful  For 
the  artillery  fights  for  in  fan  try  in  deep  trenches  aiid  against 
vtUageSi  I  think  they  will  always  be  invaluable. 

HQwit6(>rs.^l  agree  with  Captain  Vincent  that  the  First 
Army  would  havo  beon  ver}'  much  better  off  had  it  bean  able  to 
keep  a  few  howitzers  with  it  for  its  march  through  the  mountains. 
I  rannot  think  of  ii  ttiugle  engagoniiint  lietween  the  Mo-tienLIng 
and  Liao-yang  where  howitsienii  would  not  have  l>een  invaluable 
to  that  army.  There  i^  this  to  be  said,  however,  namely^  that 
the  Japanei^e  oilen  used  tlieir  mountain  gun  very  much  aa  a 
howitsser.  They  used  U.*  appro**ch  by  night,  or  untlcr  ooverj 
fairly  close  to  tho  long-range  Rn^.^iun  gunsi  an<l  attack  Uiem 
with,  comparatively  wprnking,  high-angle  tire.  Nothing  could 
liave  been  moie  »uceca8ful  than  the  way  tha^e  mountain  guns 
were  warked,  in  every  cose  which  came  to  uiy  notice. 

CamuUtim. — Since  Lieut.-Coh  Hume  and  Captain  Yincent 
wrote  their  reports  I  have  *jecured  actual  medical  fitatistica 
which  lift  the  nyesti^m  of  caKuaUiej*  entirely  out  of  the  region 
of  ai^iment.  I  mny  nay  hero  that  the  EuHSian  nrtilitfrv  haJi 
mxmdd  the  Japanese  alxjut  20  per  cent,  of  their  ea^ualtics^ 
tikking  all  the  ijattlen  together  from  the  crosaing  of  the  Ya-lu 
inclusive*    I  lun  »pe4^king  here  only  of  the  First  Army. 

Finally,  I  should  like  to  expro.sJS  my  opinion  that  in  all  but 
two  pointa  the  Radians  were  either  superior  to  or  equal  to  the 
Japunese  as  reganl?«  their  urtillery  etiieiency.  But  theae  two 
|K>mts  were  sufliciently  weighty  to  prevent  tho  scale  turning 
altogether  in  favour  of  the  RussianSv    They  were  :■ — 

(1)  The  battery  commander. 

(2)  The  kyei; 
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Beport  by  Lieut-ColorUL  C.  V.  Hutm^  D.8.O.,  Boyal  ArHBery. 

1.  Scope  of  Notes, — The  following  notes  deal  with  the  action 
of  the  field  artillery  of  both  combatants  as  it  came  under  my 
notice  during  the  advance  on^  and  captore  of,  Liao*yang,  and 
during  the  recent  fighting  on  the  Sha  Ho.  From  the  24th  Juie, 
the  date  on  which  the  First  Army  commenced  its  advance  from 
Feng-huang-cheng,  till  the  10th  September,  I  was  attached 
with  four  other  foreign  officers  to  the  Uuard  Division,  andaceom* 
panied  divisional  head-quarters  during  the  whole  of  that  period 
After  the  10th  September  all  foreign  attaches  with  the  first 
Army  returned  to  Army  He€kd«Quarters,  and  have  since  remained 
with  them.  During  the  recent  fighting  on  the  Sha  Ho,  we  were 
generaUy  allowed  to  accompany  the  division  of  our  choice,  and 
I  continued  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  the  Guard.  This  I  was 
able  to  do  during  the  greater  part  of  the  fighting. 

2.  My  observations  have  been  therefore  more  or  less  limited 
to  the  action  of  the  artillery  with,  and  opposing,  the  Guard 
Division,  and  thanks  to  the  few  restrictions  placed  on  our 
movements  by  the  general  officer  commanding,  and  to  the 
splendid  observation  stations  available  in  the  mountainous 
country  in  which  the  division  has  always  been  operating,  I  have 
enjoyed  good  opportunities  of  watching  artillery  fighting.  An 
exceptionally  clear  atmosphere  and  a  powerful  pair  of  glasses 
have  helped  considerably. 

3.  Nature  of  Ouna  and  Equipment — The  Guard  Artillery 
Regiment  consists  of  the  usual  six  batteries  of  field  gims. 
During  the  advance  of  the  division  from  Feng-huang-cheng  to 
Ta-wan,  including  the  fight  at  the  Tang-t^  Ling  on  the 
31st  July,  there  was  also  attached  to  it  a  mountain  battery 
from  the  12th  Division  for  advanced  guard  work  in  the  difficult 
roadless  coimtry  which  it  had  to  traverse.  On  arrival  at 
Ta-wan  the  mountain  battery  rejoined  its  own  division,  but 
before  leaving  that  place  for  the  final  advance  on  Liao-yang  the 
artillery  of  the  Guard  was  reinforced  by  the  "Hijikata  battery" 
which  has  remained  with  it  ever,  since.  This  battery  is  Uie 
one  formed  and  commanded  by  Captain  (now  Major)  Hijikata 
of  the  Guard  Artillery,  its  armament  consisting  of  six  of  the 
Russian  field  guns  (model  1900)  captured  at  the  Ya-la  on  the 
1st  May. 

4.  The  Hijikata  battery  was  formed  during  the  month  of 
May,  and  fired  its  first  experimental  shots  at  Feng-huang-cheng 
about  the  end  of  that  month.  It  was  not  till  three  months 
later,  25th  August,  that  it  came  into  action  in  earnest  for  the 
first  time.  I  saw  the  battery  on  the  march  on  the  23rd  August, 
and  it  then  consisted  of  six  guns  and  six  wagons  with  some 
thirty-six  pairs  of  spare  horses.  Since  then,  I  think  six  more 
wagons  have  been  added.  Horsing  the  battery  has  been  a  matter 
of  great  difficulty.  In  the  lead  and  wheel  of  each  gun,  and  in  the 
wheel  of  each  wagon  was  a  pair  ol  \i\%»  fii^^\*\3x^  r^\iaa^  ^Loanes^ 
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15*1  to  15 '3,  while  in  the  centre  of  the  gons,  and  lead  and 
entre  of  the  wagons  were  etout  Japanese  or  Chinese  ponies, 
ritli  hera  and  there  a  mule.  Th^  liHmess  was  all  cupiLired 
ii&n  eollar-hamess,  and  the  centre  pair  was  traced  to  a 
tietal  Hwingle-tree,  hooked  to  tho  end  of  the  pole.  Whether 
thia  mode  of  liamessing  is  that  employed  by  the  Russians,  I 
do  not  know,  and  oan  hardily  l»elioTe  it  is,*  and  I  think  that 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  oljtiiiniug  a  ftufficiency  of  big  horses, 
the  Japanese  have  improvised  this  low  point  of  att-achment  to 
«tiahle  thcrn  to  use  a  small  pair  of  horses  in  the  centre.  The 
jiuns  and  wagons  retained  their  gieen  colouring  and  Rtisfiian 
letteriugp  and  to  cmphmsi^e  the  Eus^iau  character  of  the  turn- 
out the  gunners  and  driverB  wore  short  Russian  swords*  Tho 
jMftnese  found  these  guns  veiy  heavy  to  move  about  the  hilts^ 
«na  the  battery  was  generally  kept "  in  reserve/'  to  be  used  when 
bvourable  {Kjeiiions  or  opportuniticis  presented  thenisc^lves^t 

5,  The  Busaian  guna  opposed  to  the  Guard  Division  have 
almost  invariably  been  the  tield  guns,  model  1900.  On  the 
8rd  Septeniljer»  outi^ide  Liao-yang  I  was  in  formic  i  that  a  battery 
of  15 -cm*  (5 '9-inch)  guns  or  howitzers  joined  their  fire  to  that 
of  the  6eld  artillery,  but  I  think  this  is  about  the  only  occasion 
on  which  the  artillery  of  the  Quard  has  engaged  guns  of  heavy 
calibre, 

6.  The  artilleiy  fighting   I    have  witnessed   has   thertifore 
lerally  resolved  itself  into  a  trial  of  strength  between  the 

laid  guns  of  the  two  armies,  under  the  following  conditions: — 

(1)  Ko,  of  guns  engaged  -     Japanese    almost     invariably 


(2)  CaUbr^ 

(3)  Muzsde  velocity 

(4)  Weight  of  projectile 


_  Na     of 
Grapnel 


bulleta    in 


(6)  Extreme  length  of  fuxe 

(7)  Ammunition  - 

(8)  Rounds    carried    per 
gun,  in  gun  and  wngun. 


superior 
Japanese,  2 '952  in. 
Buaaian,  2-996  in, 
Japanese,  1*660  ts. 
Russian.  1,030  f^, 
Japanese  shrapnel,  13*23  Iba, 
Japanese  H.E.  shell,  L3'45  lbs, 
Russian  shrapnel «  14*44  lim. 
Japaneae,  234  of  10' 1  grammes 

('35O20- 
Russian,  260  of  between  1 1  and 

12  grammes  (*38  to  '42  otl). 
Japanese,  about  5,000  yarda 
RiLsgiani  about  CnOOO  yardjs. 
Japanese,  tjejmrated. 
Russian,  fixed 

Japanese,  40  H  40  +  50  =  1 30, 
Russian.  40  +  48-^50-138. 


*  Frcmi  inquiries  I  mm  tuoliiied  to  think  thti  ii  after  all  the  Btittfnn 

f  1,1  ....u.*-  i.,   mmo  «3Lteni  lo  pl^  b«ek  the  Jnp^inche  in  their  own 
lectin  tbr  turned  seme  el  the  t£,vin«  c&plwt^d  oi^  \hsi  \\\^\v\  «s^ 

i0th  Oct'  !j«t  ibo  Japaneec  Oiree  et  l<jiit  vW^*\ak\«i.— ^."^  ^^> 
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(9)  Maximum  rate  of  fire     Japanese,  6  to  7  roanda  per 

minute. 
Bussian,  15  rounds  j>er  minute. 

(10)  H.E.  shell       -  -    The  Japanese  carry  a  peroent- 

age  of  H.E.  shell,  the  propor- 
tion varying  according  to 
circumstances,  probably  be- 
tween 20  and  30  per  cent. 

7.  Mobility. — Ab  regards  the  actual  mobility  of  the  two 
guns,  I  think  the  advantage  lies  with  the  Russians.  I  believe 
the  weight  behind  the  horses,  exclusive  of  gunners  andkit^  to 
be  something  over  38  cwt.  for  the  Russian  gun  and  34^  ewi 
for  the  Japanese.  The  Russian  gun  has  a  long  trail,  and  the 
weight  is  therefore  badly  distributed,  which  adds  to  the  drag, 
but  the  teams  are  composed  of  strong,  useful  animals  (a  Scotch 
medical  missionary  at  Liao-yang,  described  them  as  **  splendid  "), 
while  the  Japanese  are  dependent  on  their  ponies  which,  even 
when  picked,  are  but  weedy  animals  between  14  and  14*2  hands 
high.  Both  sides  use  teams  of  six  horsea  On  the  level  eitlier 
gun  can  probably  meet  all  necessary  demands  for  mobility,  but 
where  the  going  is  heavy  or  mountain  roads  have  to  be 
negotiated,  I  feel  sure  that  the  heavier  Russian  teams  would 
have  a  decided  pull  in  that  they  would  have  a  much  greater 
reserve  of  power  for  any  extra  eflTort  demanded  of  them.* 

8.  For  reasons  both  practical  and  economical  there  is  no 
difference  made  in  the  Japanese  field  artillery  between  gunners 
and  drivers ;  they  are  interchangeable,  but  as  the  requirements 
of  a  gunner  are  first  taken  into  consideration  and  be  is  picked 
for  size  (5  feet  4^  inches  as  against  5  feet  2  inches  for  infantry), 
the  little  horses  sufier.  This  seems  to  us,  who  put  specially 
selected  light  men  even  on  our  big  horses,  a  somewhat  unnecessary 
handicap  on  mobility,  and  it  might  be  well  worth  the  while  of 
the  Japanese  military  authorities  to  reconsider  the  question  of 
the  interchangeability  of  gunnera  and  drivers  of  field  artillery. 
In  the  mountain  artillery  it  is,  of  course,  a  very  sensible 
arrangement. 

♦  Colonel  Waters,  O.V.O.,  C.M.G.^  B.A.,  who  was  attached  to  the 
BoBsiaa  forces,  is  of  a  different  opinion.  He  mentions  ($ee  YoL  111., 
p.l69):— 

**  During  the  second  and  last  day's  retreat  of  the  Ist  Siberiao  Oorpe 
from  An-shan-tien  to  the  Liao-jang  position,  on  the  28th  Angnst,  the 
roads  were  in  such  a  state  owing  to  mud  that  the  eight  gons  of  one  battery 
of  the  1st  East  Siberian  Eifle  Division  had  to  be  abandoned  ;  in  one  instance 
16  horses  were  attached  to  an  empty  limber,  and  failed  to  move  it ;  large 
nnmbcrs  of  ammunition  wagons  were  also  abandoned.  1  hoard  some  of 
the  officers  concerned  rated  soundly,  bnt  1  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it 
was  possible  to  have  saved  what  was  lost.  At  the  same  time  the  hbct 
remaius  that  the  Japanese,  after  the  retreat  of  the  1st  and  4th  Siberian 
Corps  from  An-shan-tieu  had  made  the  tracks  even  worse  than  they  had 
been,  managed  somehow  to  get  their  guns,  and  plenty  of  artillery  amma* 
nition,  over  these  same  tracks,  and  very  close  on  the  Rnssian  heels,  too, 
for  thejmade  a  general  attack  within  less  thui  36  hours  after  we  reached 
the  Liao-jang  position,  and  \iad.  aXrosA^  Yy^ii  l«^Vai%  \2^<e^\E  m%y  a  few 
iioars  oniy  after  we  got  to  it.'* 
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9.  Tills  would,  however,  b©  a  mere  side  issue  if  tlio  quegtion 
re-arming    tlio    Japanese    field    artillery  came    under    con^ 

tedtTatioj).  locreaaed  g^un-power  meam  iucreaaed  weight,  aiid 
witti  ih^  tattor  the  Japaiiese  would  have  to  face  t}ie  expense 
of  iinj>ortin^  hon*c>^  for  artillery  purposes ;  for,  though  horse- 
hreeding  operatioiia  aro  a^rried  on  m  Japan,  thoro  is  as  yet  no 
home  supply  of  suitahki  animals.  The  importation  of  horsi^a 
would  n\n(i  neoessitato  tlu>  intralactioo  of  a  new  system  of 
bonio*manag6ment  throughout  the  country.  The  horse  question 
is  a  very  ierious  one  in  Japan, 

10,  The  fighting  at  the  Yang-tzu  Ling  on  the  31st  July 
funttsiheB  a  ^xxi  example  of  the  disabilities  under  which  the 
Jaj»tuje»6  field  artillery  labours  m  regards  hoFses,  when  operating 
in  a  hill*country.  Owing  to  tlie  wont  of  **  horse-power,"  two 
batt*>rift«  of  the  Guard  right  colamn  took  so  long  surmounting 
a  stretch  of  n^wid,  which  had  been  specially  prepared  for  them, 
over  a  psan,  thai  thi^y  were  unable  to  cairy  out  their  intention 

.  uf  gt  E  i  I  to  jiosition  under  cover  of  darkness  and  opening  fire 

It  tli  The  paMs  delayed  them  so  long  that  they  had 

iiy  eotui3  into  action  in  daylight,  piecemeal,  and  in  view  of  the 
licffltilu  artillery,  and  the  wag^>ni*  took  sti  long  Uj  follow  that  a 
lot  of  ammunition  had  to  be  brouglit  up  by  hand.  CouBequently 
the  two  batteries  never  had  a  fair  chance,  and  though  thoy 
opont^d  fire  six  or  seven  times  during  the  day,  thity  invariably 
sived  such  A  hail  of  shrapnel  that  they  ImmI  to  ccMiae  firing 

^l^in  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  niinutea 

11,  Again,  when  the  division  was  on  the  march  to  join  tlic 
right  of  tho  First  Army  on  the  5th  September,  there  was  a  heavy 
tliunderstorni  during  tlie  morning,  and  the  road  Ixjcamo  slippery 
in  Rome  places,  dt^op  in  othen^     I  passed  the  Guard  artillery 

trugt^Hng  hravely  along^  but  the  least  rise  brought  the  guns  to 

*m  standstill,  and  the  gunners  hail  to  help.     The  sUpperineSJS  of 

the  roads  would  have  been  had  for  any  horses,  but  I  do  not 

think  the  Uu^iiut  field  guns  would  have  been  stopped  by  such 

(flight  rises  as  I  saw^  the  Guard  guns  stopped  by, 

12.  The  scratch  nature  of  Hyikata*s  teams  forbids  his  battery 
ht*i ng  taken  as  a  standard  whereby  to  judge  of  tho  mobility 
i>f  ttie  RuHHian  field  artillery,  but  as  1  httve  heard  Jaiianese 
mtillery  ofliecm  complaining  of  itii  weiglit,  and  as  it  is  usnally 
in  reserve,  it  may  be  aaautned  that  the  officer  commandiug  the 
Uuard  artillery  finds  It  a  good  deal  more  diiScuIt  to  move  in 
the  hills  tlian  a  Japanese  battery.  On  the  other  hand^  I  have 
come  across  no  instance  of  tho  Ku.sBianji  having  lost  guns  or 
aWn  Joned  them  tlirough  mere  want  of  mobility* 

18,  I  have  oocasiomvlly  m.*iH\  Japtim^e  batteries  moving  at  a 
tnit  over  easy  ground,  and  on  one  occasion  (aei  para  39)  I  saw 
gun  after  gun  and  wagon  after  wagon,  under  exceptional 
cireumstancesp  break  into  a  gallop  for  a  ^hort  distance  on  the 
level,  but  their  usual  and  most  suita.bW  \^%c^\^u\i^^'^Kii:^^^  t^N^^^^^.. 
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To  do  the  litUe  horses  justice,  they  seem  sound  and  hardy,  tad 
thanks  to  an  abundance  of  green  forage  of  all  sorts,  they  look 
but  little  the  worse  for  the  summer  campaign  in  the  mountains. 

14.  Training  a/ad  Gunnery, — It  is  in  training  and  gunnery 
that  the  Japanese  gunner  excels  his  Bussian  prototype.  The 
superiority  of  the  Japanese  artillery  in  these  respects  goes  a 
good  way  towards  minimizing  the  advantages  accruing  to  the 
Bussians  from  the  longer  range,  quicker  rate  of  fire,  longer 
fuzes  and  greater  shell  capacity  of  their  gun.  To  it,  I  think, 
are  also  to  a  great  extent  due  the  exaggerated  reports  which 
appeared  in  il^glish  and  Continental  newspapers,  to  the  effect 
that  the  Japanese  possessed  the  finest  artillery  in  the  world, 
though  the  effect  of  the  unexpected  howitzers  at  the  Ya-lu  may 
also  have  had  something  to  say  to  it. 

15.  The  Japanese  gun,  with  a  well-trained  squad,  is  said  to 
be  capable  of  firing  6  or  7  rounds  a  minute,  but  putting  the 
maximum  in  the  field  as  low  as  5  per  minute,  I  have  never  seen 
a  battery  in  action  firing  in  a  way  that  would  lead  one  to  think 
that  it  was  capable  of  attaining  even  that  low  figure.  Every 
shot  fired  is  fired  with  care  and  deliberation  and  with  the  inten- 
tion that  it  should  tell,  and  it  is  therefore  easy  to  understand 
the  moral  effect  which  Japanese  artillery  fire  is  said  to  have 
upon  the  Bussians. 

16.  Very  stringent  orders  exist  in  the  Japanese  artillery  as 
to  the  care  to  be  exercised  in  the  expenditure  of  ammunition, 
and  setting  aside  the  waste  of  ammunition  and  wear  and  tear 
of  guns  which  continuous  rapid  fire  produces,  such  an  order 
was  very  necessarj'  in  the  First  Army,  which  was  operating  in 
mountains  where  every  round  of  ammunition  represented  a 
considerable  amount  of  transport.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  such 
restrictions  tend  to  slowness,  and  as  an  onlooker  I  have  been 
sometimes  surprised  to  see  a  good,  though  fieeting,  target  vanish 
untired  at,  or  receiving  only  a  belated  round  or  two,  and  also  to 
see  the  time  taken  in  coming  into  action  or  in  switching  on  to 
a  fresh  target.  On  one  occasion,  however,  during  the  recent 
fighting  on  the  Sha  Ho,  in  the  case  of  an  attack  on  which  very 
much  depended,  these  restrictions  were  removed  by  special 
order  of  Qeneral  Kuroki,  and  the  field  and  mountain  batteries 
engaged  fired  10,000  shell  in  the  Course  of  a  very  few  hours  at 
the  hill  which  their  infantry  was  attacking. 

17.  A  marked  contrast  to  the  steady  shooting  of  the 
Japanese  is  the  often  wild  shooting  of  the  Bussian  field  artillery. 
They  nearly  always  range  with  time-shrapnel  alone,  as  the 
French  do,  and  one  short,  one  over,  one  between  the  two,  and  then 
the  rafale,  is  their  usual  mode  of  procedure.  When  they  are 
occupying  a  carefully  prepared  position  and  know  their  ranges, 
this  system  is  sometimes  very  effective,  as,  for  instance,  in  the 
case  mentioned  in  paragraph  10,  when  the  Japanese  batteries 
were  prevented  from  effecting  wijtVvmg^SX  d^'j.    k^pix^tsaii^A 


FIELP  ARTJLLEKT. 


571 


S6th  AiigiiBt  near  Ta4ieti-tzu  the  Ruasian  Beld  gnns,  twenty  or 
twenty-four  in  number,  were  able  all  day  to  maintaiQ  their 
i^upremacy  over  forty-eight  Japaneea  guns,  most  of  the  damage 
Kiing  done  by  one  particular  battery  of  eight  gnna  On  the 
other  hand,  I  havo  men  cases  whei-e  the  Kuasian  battery  com- 
mander  ha^i  Sred  his  two  or  three  ronadfi  of  trial  .Hhrapnel  and 
tht^n,  jumping  to  conclusions,  has  poured  in  a  rapid  fir©  which 
from  its  Lateusity  should  have  been  devastating,  but  which 
proved  compamtively  innocuous  to  the  battery  aimed  at  I 
will  give  two  instanced. 

18.  On  the  25th  August,  during  a  preliminary  reconnaissance 
of  the  position  which  the  Guard  DtviBion  attacked  the  following 
day,  Hijikata  oponed  fire  with  liis  gun«  against  a  Bussian  battery 
in  an  clevatod  position,  at  a  range  of  nearly  7,000  yards*  He 
had  come  into  aotion  behind  the  crest  of  a  low  roll  of  ground  in 
a  conipnratively  level  bit  of  country,  and  some  1,000  yards  m 
front  of  him  was  a  similar  and  parallel  rise»  The  Ru^^ian 
battery  fired  three  trial  shots  at  the  ft*mtt  riJge— over,  short, 
and  nonge — and  theti  poured  in  rapid  tire  fur  a  short  time. 
After  that  it  fired  slowly  at  intervalB,  and  three  hours  later, 
thinking  all  was  not  right,  the  battery  commander  lengtht^ned 
his  range  and  dropped  his  shell  in  e  village  half  way  lM:;tweea 
the  two  ridges.  Not  a  shell  reached  the  Japanese  battery  all 
day,  though  the  bright  fladiea  of  Illjikata's  guns  must  have 
luTn  phiir^ly  vtBibla  to  the  Russians.  Later,  I  heanl  trom  an 
artillery  officer  that  on  the  same  day  the  Ru^ians  made  the 
same  bad  shooting,  under  similnr  circumstances,  on  the  left  of 
tht^  division,  but  in  thia  case  they  ranged  and  ftred  on  the  ridgo 
bryond  that  occupied  by  the  Japanese  battery, 

19.  Again  on  the  SOth  and  Slst  August^  in  front  of  Liao* 
yang,  four  Japanese  batterie!^  were  in  action  on  the  right  of 
the  Ouanl ;  they  were  behind  low  spurs^  two  batteries  on  each 
side  of  a  high  hill  The  Russian  Datteries  oppo^eil  to  them 
failed  to  locate  them  with  their  fire  during  the  whole  two  days, 
anfl  it  could  not  liavc  been  for  wajit  of  observation  stations^  as 
tIjiMo  were  points  on  the  adjacent  hills  from  which  they  muBt 
hnvd  been  visible.  The  amount  of  ammunition  wasted  by  the 
Russian  gunners  on  tbis  occasion  was  appalling,  one  battery  in 
particular  firing  bouquets  of  shrapnel  all  over  the  hills  and 
valley,  apparently  on  the  oflF-chanee  of  hitting  something.     It 

Ltnay  have  miule  an  occasional  lucky  shot,  but  not  a  man  in  the 
Rour  Guard  batteries  was  hit  during  the  two  days, 

20.  On  many  occasions  have  I  seen  the  Russians  thus  throw* 
Kfaig  away  ammunition  Mid  wearing  out  their  guns,  but  Kuro- 
Bbaikin's  order*  seems  to  have  had  some  efiect,  as  the  Russian 
BtuiBaiy  opposite  the  Guard  was«  certainly  better  during  the 
Hgtitiiig  on  the  Sha  Ho.  At  the  same  time,  to  an  onlooker  with 
PUiis  Japanese  i^my,  it  seems  as  if  the  Russian  gunners  depend 

*  Am  Oaptain  Yiuoent't  report,  |t«r&,  ^%^^\i  ^i^f^^ 
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more  on  the  rapidity  than  on  the  aoouracy  of  their  fire,  mare  on 
the  gun  than  on  the  man  behind  it,  and  the  result  is  that  the 
effect,  both  moral  and  actual,  on  the  Japanese  artillery  bean 
but  a  small  proportion  to  that  which  from  all  appearances  it 
ought  to.  This  is  especially  noticeable  at  long  ranges,  when 
the  fact  that  their  own  gun  is  out-ranged  ought  to  have  great 
moral  effect  on  the  Japanese. 

21.  The  moral  of  this  is  that  the  possession  of  a  Q.F.  or 
Q.L.  gun  by  an  army  requires  a  very  thorough  training  of  the 
personnel  in  order  that  full  value  may  be  got  out  of  it ;  other- 
wise it  may  lead  to  a  consumption  of  ammunition  wholly  out  of 
proportion  to  the  results  obtained.  In  the  present  instance,  to 
take  an  illustration  from  the  cricket  field,  the  Japanese  artillery 
may  be  compared  to  the  steady  if  somewhat  slow  bat,  always  a 
source  of  strength  to  his  team,  and  the  Russian  to  the  brilliant 
but  uncertain  hitter  who,  as  often  as  not,  doesn't  come  off.  The 
best  bat  is  he  who  combines  steadiness  with  ability  to  hit,  and  a 
knowledge  of  how  and  when  to  do  so. 

22.  Shrapnd.* — It  is  hardly  fair  to  the  Russian  gunners  to 
put  down  the  whole  of  their  lack  of  effect  to  bad  gunnery. 
The  Japanese  have  formed  but  a  poor  opinion  of  the  Russian 
shrapnel,  though  it  contains  more,  and  slightly  heavier  bullets 
than  .their  own.  They  say  it  acts  very  unevenly,  as  the  case  so 
often  breaks  up  and  so  upsets  the  velocity  of  the  bullets  and 
cone  of  dispersion.  I  have  seen  very  many  Russian  shrapnel 
cases  which  have  broken  up,  and  at  first  I  used  to  think  it  was 
due  to  impact  with  rocks  or  other  hard  objects.  As,  however,  X 
continued  to  find  broken  up  shell  in  ploughed  fields,  I  felt  sure 
this  was  not  the  case.  After  the  earlier  fights  we  were  present 
at,  some  of  my  foreign  colleagues  started  a  theory  that  the 
Russians  used  two  different  kinds  of  shell,  one  of  which  opened 
and  the  other  did  not.  However,  they  soon  gave  this  up  and 
agreed  that  they  only  carried  the  one  pattern,  but  whetiier  a 
**  bursting  "  or  a  "  shooting  "  shrapnel  some  of  them  are  even 
now  not  quite  certain,  as  the  percentage  of  failures  in  either 
character  is  so  great. 

23.  I  think,  myself,  that  it  is  a  ''shooting"  shrapnel. 
Though  not  an  expert  in  these  matters,  examination  of  the 
Russian  shrapnel  case  gives  me  the  idea  that  the  upper  part  of 
the  walls  is  too  thin  for  their  length ;  that  the  desire  for  as  much 
bullet  room  as  possible  has  led  to  a  dangerous  whittling  down 
towards  the  head.  The  metal  employed  appears  to  be  a  soft 
steel,  which,  when  a  shell  gives  way,  tears,  rather  than  breaks, 
into  large  sections  which  are  often  twisted,  bent  or  flattened 
out;  sometimes  a  shell  opens  out  almost  flat  from  the  head 
downwards,  the  base  flying  off.  The  fuze  is  of  aluminium  and 
exceptionally  light.    The  head  is  screwed  in  and  then  fixed  in 

*  I  have  heard  the  opinion  expressed  that  in  both  Bnssiaa  and 
Japanese  shells  the  shrapnel  bullet  is  tou  light. — 0.  Y.  H. 
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poeition  by  four  rivets^  the  holes  for  which  are  bored  bo  close 
to  the  top  of  the  walU  iki  to  leave  only  the  thickiiaH8  of  a  sheet 
tif  brown  paper  above  ihem,  I  will  o^amiue  Boni^  more  ahdl 
to  80e  if  these  rivet  holes  am  a  source  of  weakiia^s.  One  more 
point  about  the  shell  ia  that  in  most  of  the  cases  which  I  have 
exattiined  the  ilriving  band  has  split  aTid  opened  froxn  ^  to  |  of 
an  inch,  at  one  point. 

24.  The  Japanese  nhrapnel,  on  the  other  hand,  seldom  breaks 
np.  ft  is  shorter  and  stronger  than  the  Russian,  and  seems 
well  able  to  ataod  the  presmire  which  its  heavy  brass  fuze  must 
exert  on  <liacharge.  The  hea<l  is  merely  screwed  in  and  not 
riveted*  It  contains  fewer  and  li|i;hter  bullets  than  the  Bussiau 
shell,  but  I  think  thtB  ta  compensated  for  by  the  greater  evenness 
aad  reliability  of  its  effect 

25.  The  Japanese  fu^e  is  a  ^ood^  reliable  one ;  the  action 
of  the  RiiHsiati  fu/>e  is,  on  the  other  liand,  decidedly  uneven, 
but  whether  from  bad  tietting  or  inferior  make  I  am  unable 
toiay. 

20,  Ob&m'vaticn  and  Control  of  Fire.^This  subject  is  a 
most  important  ono  m  a  hill  country*  The  failure  of  the 
Busman  gunners  in  observation  of  fire  was  well  exemplified 
in  the  three  instances  given  in  pariigraphs  IB  and  19,  and  in 
those  ease^  1  am  inclined  to  put  it  down  to  two  causes:  (1) 
want  of  training;  and  (2)  tlie  unreliability  of  the  system  of 
rapid  ranging  with  time- shrapnel  alone  at  hmg  ranges.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  Busman  gutmers  uuHer  from  the  want  of  good 
I  liave  often  noticed  how  quick  they  are  to  spot  a 

artillery  otficers   have   remarked   to   me   that  the 

Hussiana  possesiied  l>etter  ghifises  than  tliey  had^ 

27*  Mountain  artillery  may,  as  a  rule,  he  left  to  observe  for 
itnelf  from  the  elevated  positions  it  i«  able  to  occupy,  but  when 
it  is  a  fpieii^tion  of  the  concerted  action  of  RavemI  batter i*'K  of 
field  artillery  in  mounliLins,  the  problem  is  one  of  great  difficulty 
in  many  cases.  Attacking  artillery,  such  as  that  of  the  Ouarf 
Division  in  the  advance  nn  Liao-yang,  nui8t  lie  prejmred  to 
content  itself  with  low*lying  pnaitiiius  enpabtcof  aci^ommiMlating 
I liS^Sfij)^ ^^  btitterieM  at  the  most»  while  the  next  group  of  guns 
ra^wcm  the  far  side  of  a  high  ridge*  Observation  from  the 
positions  may  lie  difficult  or  im[K)ssibIe,  and  moat  of  tlio  iire  may 
bo  indirect  and  aiuK^tl  at  targets  inviBlble  i-  ■  '^-'.aw  an  elevated 
station.     In  such  ea-ses  a  good  system  of  j^  4  i^  invaluablet^ 

and  both  the  Japanese  and  ibe  Buastajis  sutlered  from  the  want 
of  it.  I  do  not  know  whether  any  system  of  dag-signalling 
eiists  in  the  Russian  army,  but  I  have  seen  no  sign  of  it,  and 
only  once  saw  a  beliogra[»h  used  at  Liao-yang«  In  the  Japanese 
army  semaphoring  with  Rag8  is  practised  in  a  dei^ultory  iiaahion 
ly  the  infantry,  and  I  saw  it  once  or  twice  used  during  the 
advance  on  Liao-yeng  by  the  Clttanl  Divisit>nal  Staff,  warned 
by  the  breakdo\^^  of  tlieir  telephones;  on  the  31st  July.     But 
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it  is  only  in  its  infancy,  and  unknown  to  tlie  Japanese  aitilleiy 
who  have  had  to  depend,  for  the  transmission  of  orders  in 
action,  on  a  chain  of  posts  or  on  orderlies,  slow  and  clamsy 
methods  when  the  rapid  communication  of  orders  may  be  a  matter 
of  urgency.  With  our  system  of  flag-signalling  we  should  have 
found  no  difficulty  in  accommodating  ourselves  to  the  circum- 
stances, but  the  more  rapid  and  ''  shorthand  "  artillery  signalling 
can  be  made  the  better,  and  the  control  by  signal  from  a 
central  observation  station  of  the  fire  of  a  scattered  group  of 
batteries  should,  in  the  light  of  recent  operations^  form  an 
important  part  of  field  artillery  training.* 

28.  On  one  occasion  I  saw  the  officer  commauding  the  Guard 
artillery  passing  orders  down  to  two  batteries,  which  were  in 
position  some  250  feet  below  him,  by  means  of  orderlies,  a  slow 
method,  and  by  shouting  orders  to  a  communicating  post  half 
way  down  the  steep  lull,  a  method  which  would  have  been 
impracticable  in  a  high  wind.  On  another  occasion  some 
Japanese  guns  in  a  valley  were  shelling  a  Russian  rear  guard 
which  was  holding  a  ridge,  and  when  the  latter  retired,  though 
1  myself  could  see  them  from  the  hill  I  was  on,  the  gunners 
evidently  had  no  means  of  locating  their  line  of  retreat,  and 
the  shrapnel  sent  after  them  went  wide  and  did  them  no  harm. 

29.  In  addition  to  a  system  of  rapid  signalling,  the  possession 
of  very  powerful  glasses  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  artillery. 
At  all  times  an  advantage,  they  are  especially  so  when,  as  in 
recent  operations,  most  of  the  artiUery  fighting  has  taken  place 
at  long  ranges,  and  among  hills  where  observation  of  fire  is 
often  puzzling.  Most  of  the  Japeuiese  artillery  officers  I  have 
met  use  No.  8  prism  glasses,  and  though  these  may  be  good 
enough  for  section  commanders,  I  do  not  think  that  a  battery 
commander  [could  do  himself  justice  without  No.  10,  or,  better 
still,  No.  12,  while  every  battery  should  possess  a  good  telescope. 
As  far  as  I  could  see  there  is  only  one  telescope  to  a  regiment 
of  artillery  in  the  Japanese  army. 

30.  I  saw  a  curious  mistake  made  by  a  Russian  battery 
commander  on  the  11th  October.  Hijikata's  battery  had  come 
into  action  in  a  somewhat  exposed  position  on  some  high  ground, 
and  a  Russian  battery  fibring  indirectly  fix>m  the  bottom  of  a 
valley  about  4,000  yards  to  the  front  had  got  the  range  to  a 
nicety  and  was  doing  considerable  damage.  Another  Japanese 
battery,  about  600  yards  from  Hijikata's,  opened  fire  at  this 
juncture  from  a  concealed  position,  and  commenced  shelling  some 
Russian  infantry  on  a  ridge  between  the  two  artilleries.  To 
assist  his  infantry,  the  Russian  battery  conmiander  switched  his 
guns  off  BUjikata  and  tried  to  find  the  new  battery.  Failing  in 
this  he  returned  to  his  former  target  but  never  got  on  to  it  again, 

*  Telephones  would  be  excellent  tinder  certain  oircumfltuioeSt  but 
would  they  be  reliable  in  the  noise  of  a  battle  P— C.  V.  H. 


mad  oontiniied  for  a  long  time  to  shell  s  row  of  haoUumg  lie&ps 
one  bandred  and  fiffcy  yards  to  Hijikata'e  flank.  His  observa- 
tion waa  somehow  nt  fault,  a^  the  bright  flashes  of  Hijikatas 
git05  must  have  been  plainly  vkible. 

SL  Tactics, — The  chief  feature  of  the  artillery  fighting  I  have 
Been  bi^  been  its  generally  iodeciBivt)  nature,  owing  mainly  to 
the  long  ranges  at  which  it  has  been  conducted.  The  superior 
and  rapidity  of  fire  of  the  Russian  gun  has,  I  think,  been 
womt  extent  instrumental  in  influencing  the  Japanese  in  the 
ehoico  of  their  artillery  po^^itions ;  but  one  munt  also  take  into 
icccmnt  the  fact  that  the  Japanese  attaclcB  have  mostly  taken 
plaice  aerofis  broad  valleys^  the  Russiana  b^g  in  prepared 
elevatc»d  positions*  the  Japanese  haviug  to  content  theinsolves 
wilti  lower  onest  time  not  admittitig  of  the  road-making  and 
other  heavy  work  which  the  prepamtian  of  elevated  positioni 
involved*  llie  Japane^  have  seemed  to  me,  consequently, 
Inclined  to  minimisso  the  disadvantage  of  inferior  conitnand 
by  ooncealing  tbeir  batteries  and  lengthening  the  range*  Their 
tosses  have  therefore  been  comparatively  small^*  but  on  the 
other  hand  thoy  have  ^Idom  produced  decisive  resulta  in  an 
artillery  due1|  however  superior  they  may  have  been  in  the 
number  of  their  guns. 

32.  The  Japsneiie  army,  however*  poasesMs  an  infantry 
nd  to  none  in  the  world,  and  capable,  if  necessary,  of  going 
in  ilie  face  of  an  unsilenced  artillery-  Wlit'ii  the  enemy'a 
artillery  is  altogether  too  strongs  a  night  attack  is  resorted  tO| 
and  many  night  attacks  have  been  directly  or  indirectly  due  to 
the  inability  of  tlu*  artillery  to  cope  witli  that  of  the  Humana 
Oil  one  uecaHiorr  during  the  fighting  on  the  Sha  Ho,  I  saw  an 
infantry  brigiwie  unable  to  make  headway  agtiinst  a  stn>ng 
Roman  position  and  remain  stationary  during  most  of  the  day 
while  its  artillery  prepareil  its  further  advanca  Next  day  I 
met  tJie  brigadier,  a  fine  old  fighting  oiiicer,  and,  tidking  nhon% 
the  incident,  he  told  me  ^at  he  did  not  hold  with  tiie  hIow 
metliods  of  ai^tillery  preparation,  and  that  on  this  particnls^ 
oooasion  he  had  aske<l  [>ermia!iion  to  make  a  night  attack,  but 
had  been  refused*  Two  nights  previously  he  had  miidif  a  niglit 
Attack  with  his  brigade,  and  finding  himself  involved  in  the 
mtM^^  in  the  dark,  he  had  had  tc*  draw  in  acdf-defence  and  liad 
cut  down  his  opponent.  When  all  js  said  and  dono,  howeveTf 
tho  choice  of  artillery  po^^itions  in  hills  is  very  limitc^d,  an<l  they 
have  often  to  be  made  rather  than  seleet^'d 

38*  When  attacking  a  position,  the  usual  procedure  of  the 
Japanese  artillery  is  to  prepare  and  occupy  pa^^itions  during 
the  preceding  evening  ana  night,  and  at  daybreak  to  cotnutenoo 
the  artillery  duel.    If  the  Kussiaii  artillery  is  sbooimg  in  its 


*  Th#  difflcnUj  of  keeping  Qp  a  foppl^  of  tkortofaglilf  Ifatacd  fomran 
tnmt  ftiho  W  tftkon  Into  nocaaat. — ^C,  Y.  U* 
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usual  indifferent  manner,  the  duel  may  go  on  all  day  withont 
any  decisive  results;  perhaps  the  Japanese  batteries  are 
smothered,  and  if  so,  the  gunners  take  cover  temporarily, 
emerging  again  when  a  lull  or  some  opportunity  occurs;  or 
should  the  Russian  guns  be  weak  in  numbers,  ike  Japanese 
may  obtain  the  upper  hand  and  be  free  to  choose  their  own 
targets  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 

34.  In  the  fighting  on  the  Ya-lu  the  Japanese  had  a 
tremendous  preponderance  both  in  number  and  (^bre  of  guns 
and  easily  silenced  the  Russian  artillery.  In  the  first  duel  I 
witnessed,  the  31st  July,  the  Japanese  batteries  on  the  flank, 
where  I  was,  never  had  a  chance.  On  the  next  occasion,  the 
26th  August,  the  result  was  a  draw  greatly  in  favour  of  the 
Russians  in  spite  of  the  Japanese  superiority  in  number  of 
guns.  In  a  reconnaissance  on  the  previous  day,  the  25th  August, 
the  Russians  had  unmasked  one  battery  of  eight  guns  on  an 
elevated  spur  on  their  right,  and  to  cope  with  this  and  to 
support  an  infantry  attack  against  the  Russian  right,  the 
commander  of  the  Quard  Division  had  placed  eight*  field 
batteries  in  position  on  his  own  left  on  the  night  of  the  25tL 
When,  however,  he  opened  fire  early  on  the  25th,  he  found 
that  he  had  not  only  ,to  deal  with  the  battery  on  the  spur, 
but  with  two  others  hidden  in  crops  on  lower  ground  to  the 
left  (Russian)  of  the  first  Three  of  the  Japanese  batteries 
occupying  a  forward  position  were  soon  smdthered^  and  did 
little  or  nothing  for  the  rest  of  the  day ;  the  remainder  con- 
centrated their  fire  on  the  Russian  battery  on  the  spur  and 
it  retired  during  the  afternoon,  but  they  never  seemed  able 
to  locate  the  two  batteries  on  the  lower  ground,  which  emerged 
triumphant  at  the  end  of  the  day  and  shelled  every  hill  and 
ridge  which  they  thought  might  be  covering  troops.  On  the 
other  hand,  on  the  30th  and  31st  August,  as  mentioned  in 
paragraph  19,  the  four  batteries  in  action  on  the  right  of  the 
Guard  Division  had  everything  their  own  way  and  were  able 
to  choose  their  own  targets  during  the  whole  two  day&  The 
Russian  batteries  were  never  able  to  locate  them,  and  there  was 
practically  no  artillery  duel. 

35.  Choice  and  Change  of  Positions. — The  choice  of  positions 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  hill-fighting.  In  the  case  of  the 
attackers,  the  choice  is,  as  already  explained,  limited,  and,  unless 
the  enemy's  gun  positions  have  been  accurately  located,  luck 
enters  largely  into  the  results  of  the  choice.  To  take  the  26th 
and  30th/dlst  August  again ;  on  the  former  date  the  Japanese 
batteries  were  placed  in  positions  from  which,  owing  to  the 
formation  of  the  ground,  they  were  unable  to  compete  with  the 
two  low-lying  Russian  batteries,  while  on  the  SOth  the  positioiis 
chosen  by  the  Japanese  were  equally  imassailable  by  the  Russian 

*  He  had  been  reinforced  by  three  batteries  from  another  dmnon 
for  tbiB  partfcnlar  fight.— 0.  Y.  £L. 
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guiii».    It  nmy  b*?  askiid,  **  Why  wen>  not  the  poi^itiotis  changed 
daring  the  day  V*     I  think  the  main  Reasons  wert? : — 

(1)  The  time  required  to  prepare  a  new  positioD. 

This  reasoti  affected  the  RuB&iaas  principally,  as  they  perched 
their  guim  up  high  and  had  to  make  roiMiH  to  get  them  np  hy ; 
a&d 

(2)  The  expoflore  mvolved. 

Thii^  reafvon  applied  6p6ciaUy  to  the  Japanese,  who  usually 
had  to  choaHt?  jMXHitiotis  behind  low  8pur:i  on  the  forwai'd  slopes 
of  a  tnain  rid^%  and  the  dcstructbii  of  the  Russian  battery  at 
Ma-kou  cm  the  Ya-ln  had  been  an  obJL^et  leasoa  to  both  siden  on 
the  danger  of  mancBuvriDg  in  range  and  view  of  guna  m  positiQii, 
It  is  dangerous  enough  to  move  guBS  under  fire  even  wltun  they 
aro  behind  tlie  crest  of  a  hill 

86.  The  u«ual  Japanese  proccJurei  therefore,  wna  forbwtteriei* 
to  op«]i  tire  at  daylight  from  their  prepared  positions*  and  if 
overpowered  they  did  their  best  during  that  day  and  re-arranged 
their  poKitionK  at  night  Under  such  conditions  they  oecasionally 
wpre  uruible  to  efficiently  suppjrt  thrir  infantry  wluch  hml  been 
launched  on  an  attack,  and  the  latter  had  to  get  on  a^i  Ix^st  they 
could,  having  sometimes  to  hold  on  during  the  night  to  the  line 
they  hail  managed  to  reach  early  in  the  day.  Such  situutiomi 
occurn»«i  >>ot!i  on  the  31  at  July  tinA  2(ith  August  In  t!ie  funuer 
case  1 1  V  ix^ttred  shortly  after  niglitfall,  but  in  the  latter 

the  Hu  :_  ulantf}"  did  not  fall  back  till  the  following  nioi*ning^ 
and  during  the  night  the  artillery  wan  redistributed,  while  tl^ 
ftese  infantry  heUi  on  with  dilBeulty  to  the  line  they  bad 
ki  their  way  to. 

37.  The  RussiauB  nearly  always  arrangi>d  for  mnall  local 
of  positions  under  cover,  by  making  a  good  many  mora 
Oh  nr  epaulmenU!*  than  there  were  guns,  either  in  one  line 
or  in  ^  groups,     Sonictini**^   their  object  way  to  ♦^nable 

them  '.  iie  same  guns  at  ditlVrt-nt  Uirgets,  a  alight  move  in 

mountainH  often  uncovering  a  differi?nt  teyyxiin,  but  nn  a  rule  I 
think  their  object  was  to  lessen  damage  and  loss*  by  moving  tlieir 
guns  ao  as  to  con  fuse  the  Japanese  gnnnera  Aa  nu^ntloned  in 
report  on  the  battle  of  the  31^1  July»*  General  K  m 

oraer  on  the  6th  July  to  the  eflect  that  guns  in  u  J  J 

occupy  a  false  j>osition  to  start  with,  and,  having  dimwn  the 
enemy's  fire,  shouhl  then  shift  to  their  i-eal  position*  One  refrnlt 
of  this  was  that  it  was  generally  iru possible  to  estimate  the 
number  of  guns  along  any  particular  section  of  front* 

SB.  On  the  26th  August,  for  insUmce,  the  iKMfition^  for  the 
low -lying  luitteria^  were  aiTanged  a^j  follows: — 

In  on«  batti-^ry  were  U*n  gun  pita  for  indirect  fire  ;  they  had 
all  been  used,  but  though  tht  re  may  have  been  a  whole  battery 
(ei^t  giin^)  occupy ijig  them,  1  never  saw  inoit*  tlian  four  tiring 
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at  one  time.  In  another  battery  were  twenty-four  gun  pits, 
sixteen  in  the  front  line  and  eight  for  indirect  fire  behind  the 
right ;  the  latter  could  not  be  used  at  the  same  time  as  tiie 
eight  in  front  of  them,  so  sixteen  guns  could  have  been  in 
action  at  one  time,  but  I  never  could  locate  more  than  ei^t 
I  noticed  that  later,  before  Liao-yang,  Japanese  batteries 
occasionally  dug  more  epaulraents  or  pits  than  they  had  gons 
to  fill. 

39.  On  the  12th  October  I  witnessed  a  good  instance  of  the 
rinks  incurred  by  artillery  manoeuvring  in  daylight  within  range 
of  the  enemy's  ^uns.     On  the  11th  the  Guard  Edvision  held  two 
adjacent  high  hills  from  which  long  ridges  ran  northwards  and 
down  to  a  broad  valley  running  east  and  west  across  their  front 
Russian  infantry  clung  obstinately  to  these  ridges,  so  on  the 
night  of  the  11th  the  Guard  attacked,  and  after  severe  fighting 
drove  them  off;  by  daybreak  on  the  12th  the  infantry  of  the 
division  and  two  batteries  had  made  good  their  footing  on  the 
north  side  of  the  broad  valley,  the  enemy  retiring  in  a  north- 
westerly direction.      During  the    morning    of   the   12th  the 
remainder  of  the  Guard  artillery  crossed  the  valley  far  enough 
east  to  be  out  of  range  of  a  Russian  battery  in  position  to  the 
north-west,  but  in  order  to  support  the  further  advance  of  the 
infantry,  three  batteries  were  sent  westward  along  the  valley  to 
a  village,  north  of  which  the  ground  flattened  out  and  gave 
them  a  field  of  fire.     During  this  movement  they  had  to  cross  a 
level  open   piece  of  ground  between  two  villages,  800  yards 
apart,  the  western  one  of  which  was,  as  far  as  I  could  judge, 
some  5,000  yards  from  the  above-mentioned  Russian  bi^ry. 
The  guns  and  wagons  of  the  Japanese  batteries  followed  each 
other  across  this  open  at  an  average  interval  of  about  500  yards, 
and  the  leading  battery  got  into  the  village  unnoticed.  When  the 
second  battery  began  crossing,  the  Russian  battery  spotted  the 
movement,  and  ranged  on  a  point  on  the  road  about  80  yards 
short  of  the  western  village,  and  as  each  vehicle  reached  it,  it 
was  received  with  a  bouquet  of  shrapnel,  which  tore  up  the 
ground  all  round  it.      Out  of  the  twelve  guns,  twelve  wagons, 
and  two  store  wagons  I   saw  cross,  sixteen  or  eighteen  were 
fired  at.     At  the  same  time  their  losses  were  very  small,  and 
though   some  men  and  horses   were  hit,  not  one  vehicle  was 
stopped,  and  they  all  got  safely  into  the  viUage  without  leaving 
anybody  or  anything  behind  them.     Each  vehicle  went  at  a 
walk  till  the  danger  zone  was  reached,  and  then  every  driver 
sat  down  and  rode  for  the  last  150  yards.     The  ground  was 
luckily  level,  and    even    the    heavy  store   wagon    managed  a 
canter.     It  is  the  only  time  I  have  ever  seen  Japanese  artillery 
gallop,  and  the  little  horses  answered  gamely  to  the  calL 

40.  Support  of  Infaniiy. — The  way  the  Japanese  artillery 
suj>ports  its  infantry  is  admirable,  concentrating  fire  on  important 
points,  firing  over  Uie  heads  of  the  attacking  lines,  and  keepinff 
it  up  to  the  last  moment,  eometim^  \a  «^  dAXi!^%t^\A  ^Ttool.     u 
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ma  itdBuiry  uttack  m  checked »  every  available  gun  is  concen- 
timled  cm  the  enemy  in  front  of  it,  and,  if  mieeeasfulj  shrapnel 
fife  (oDown  the  retiring  Ruasiaias  as  long  as  poegihle.  I  noticed 
instances  of  this  promptitude  on  both  the  27th  and  28th  Augti^t* 
On  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  Ruaaian  guns  had  already 
retired  from  their  position  near  Ta-tien-tj5ii,  and  the  Quani 
advance^l  in  piitBuit  of  the  retiring  infantry.  Suddenly,  from 
the  far  side  of  a  valley  a  RuBsian  reargnard  opened  a  heavy  tire 
agaiiiMt  the  Japanese  right,  from  a  ridge  some  1,000  yards  in 
their  front.  Almost  immediately  some  Japanese  batteries,  which 
had  advanced  from  the  positions  occupied  during  the  previous 
day**i  fighting,  and  which  had  evidently  l^een  on  the  look-out  for 
something  of  the  kindi  opened  fire  against  the  RusaianB,  liriDg 
over  the  neada  of  their  own  men.  During  the  27th  and  28th 
the  Russians  In  front  of  the  Guanl  retired  through  the  hi  lis, 
%hting  a  rear  guard  action  the  whole  time,  the  right  of  the 
Qnard  Division  pushing  them  back,  the  left  working  round 
Iheir  right  On  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  the  Russiana  occu- 
pied A  final  rear  guanl  poHition,  out  of  which  tliey  were  nniihed 
by  the  right  of  the  Guar*!,  very  mueli  assist^  by  a  single  gun 
on  Uie  extrerno  lofl,  which,  with  much  expenditure  of  labour 
in  rood-making,  had  been  hauled  up  to  a  position  on  a  com- 
tnanding  spur,  from  which  it  could  bring  a  flanking  firo  to 
bear  on  the  retiring  enemy, 

4h  But.  as  mentioned  in  paragraph  36,  eircumsitances  soma* 
times  prevented  tJie  Japanese  gunners  from  giving  adequate 
sapport  to  their  infantry.  Whether  from  the  necessity  of 
timing  his  action  to  eooforiu  with  that  of  other  divisions 
operating  along  a  wide  front*  or  fi"otn  the  necessity  of  mlvnneiug 
his  infantry  aeross  a  wide,  open  valley  under  cover  of  darknesn^ 
the  commancter  of  the  Giisitl  Division,  both  on  the  3 1st  July  and 
26th  August,  found  his  infantry  committed  to  the  attaek  before 
his  guns  had  made  any  headway  agiiin^t  the  Russian  artiUery ; 
and  in  both  instances  the  Rufisians  oflered  such  €tiiblx>rn  resis- 
tance on  such  difficult  ground,  tliat  the  infantry  atUick  came 
to  a  f^tandi^tilL  and  could  not  obtain  the  requiri^d  help  frt>m  its 
artillery;  which  in  the  meantime  bad  more  than  met  its  match. 
This  simultaneous  commencement  of  artillery  duel  and  infantry 
attack  may  ha\'e  t^een,  and  proliably  was,  necessary  in  h«oth 
eases,  and  in  to  a  great  extent  justifiable  in  an  army  s  ;g 

on  artillery  inferior  in  power  to  its  opponents,  but  an  ly 

second  to  none  in  the  world,  snd  in  which  it  has  unlxiunded 
eonfldenee ;  but  when  the  artiller\*  is  unable  subsequently  to 
support  it,  the  infantry  is  bound  to  suffer  heavily. 

■  43.  As  I  have  said  before,  a  change  of  pomtion,  and  thereforo 
Ibo  an  advance  in  support  of  infantry,  are  risky  things  to 
tmd^riake  in  mountains^  especially  for  the  Japanese,  who  usually 
bad  an  unsilenced  artillery  to  reckon  with,  and  the  only  instance 
I  law  of  an  actual  advance  of  guns  during  a  day's  tighting 
oectirred  on  the  31st  July»  when  the  sin^^W  mo^%U.m  W\.Wr| 
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attached  to  the  division  crossed  a  valley  unseen  ftoin  the  RuasiMi 
batteries,  and  came  into  action  on  the  opposite  ridge  after  a  Tuy 
stiff  climb.  Owing  to  the  established  superiority  of  the  Russian 
artillery  on  that  day,  it  was  unable  to  effect  much,  and  sufiered 
considerably,  but  when  operating  in  a  hilly  country  I  think 
mountain  artillery  will  generally  be  able  to  advance  to  support 
its  infantry,  but  that  opportunities  for  field  artillery  to  do 
likewise  will  be  few  and  far  between. 

43.  Cover  for  Guns. — The  Japanese  invariably  dig  cover  for 
their  guns  before  bringing  them  into  action.  Only  twice  have  I 
seen  guns  brought  into  action  without  having  gun  pits  or  epaul- 
ments  ready  prepared  for  them.  The  first  occasion  was  on  the 
31st  July  {see  paragraph  10)  when  the  situation  admitted  of  no 
further  delay,  and  the  second  was  on  the  11th  October,  when 
Hijikata  brought  his  battery  into  action  on  a  cultivated  ridge 
out  of  sight  of  the  opposing  guna  On  this  latter  occasion, 
however,  H\jikata  took  his  time  (25  minutes)  before  opening 
fire,  and  by  the  time  the  Ilussian  guns  replied  the  detachments 
were  provided  with  cover,  into  which  they  disappeared,  when, 
as  before  related  (paragraph  30),  the  Russian  shrapnel  became 
too  hot  for  them. 

44.  The  Russians,  too,  almost  invariably  entrench  their 
guns.  On  only  two  occasions  have  I  seen  batteiies  in  action  in 
the  open,  and  on  both  they  were  out  of  range  of  the  Japanese 
guns.  The  first  occasion  was  on  the  26th  August  {see  para- 
graph 34),  when  a  battery,  probably  the  one  withdrawn  from 
the  spur,  came  into  action  in  the  evening  and  fired  along  the 
broad  valley  separating  the  two  forces,  enfilading  a  Japanese 
frontal  attack,  which  was  being  made  with  the  object  of 
extricating  the  left,  which  had  got  into  difficulties;  the 
situation  was  unforeseen  and  unprepared  for  by  the  Russians, 
and  I  think  it  was  just  a  stroke  of  luck  that  the  battery 
happened  lo  be  there  at  the  time.  The  second  occasion  was  on 
the  31st  August,  outside  Liao-yang,  when  I  saw  a  battery  in 
action  on  the  edge  of  the  plain,  out  of  reach  of  the  Japanese 
batteries,  but  able  to  reach  their  attacking  infantry  by  firing 
indirectly  over  the  ridge  in  its  front. 

45.  Both  Russians  and  Japanese  have  a  normal  type  of 
shallow  gun  pit  or  epaulmeut,*  which  they  use  on  the  level 
and  which,  in  the  hills,  they  modify  according  to  the  ground 
and  other  conditions.  For  instance,  in  a  Japanese  position, 
where  it  was  probable  fire  might  be  expected  from  the  right  as 
well  as  from  the  front,  the  splinterproof  cover  for  the  detach- 
ments was  arranged  for  both  eventualities,  that  on  the  right 
having  the  opening  facing  to  the  left,  and  that  on  the  left 
having  the  opening  facing  to  the  rear. 

4ti.  The  Japanese  are  especially  good  at  artificial  conceal- 
ment of  guns  and  wagons,  &c.,  screens  or  fringes  of  kaoliang 
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Of  soreens  of  boaixls  cov^rBd  with  a  few  at&tks  of  kmdmng 
or  bninch^,  kc,  lmi\g  u^i**!  very  ingeuioUKly ;  tlieir  artistic 
tampQUtmetit  holp^  tlifun  to  make  such  things  blend  with  their 
surroujidjiigs.  The  BuflBiaiui  a\»ty  make  good  me  of  gi^owing 
^{ap8  to  hide  their  guna,  but  da  not  pay  no  much  attention 
teArtifkial  conamlrnont  as  the  Japanese,  Yet,  although  guus 
and  detachments  are  nearly  always  hidden  from  view,  neither 
side  can  conceal  tJie  briglit  fla^h  of  the  stookaleHa  powder  which, 
together  with  the  duBt  riiised  on  diiidmrge,  gives  away  evary 
position,  whether  fur  din^ct  or  indirt^ct  fire, 

47,  Tliree  wagons  are  brought  up  and  put  in  position  close 
in  rsar  of  a  Japanese  battery  in  action,  the  reinaitider  of  the 
wagonfl  and  the  liuil^ier^  Vioing,  as  a  nile,  kept  a  long  way  in 
rear^  ihe  hor^cji  Btill  fiirtlier  away  and  to  a  tlatik*  In  an 
ektvated  position  prepared  in  the  hills,  with  ditiicult  approaches, 
I  have  »een  all  sdx  wagons  put  in  shelters  behind,  ana  close  to 
the  battery,  I  think  their  ortlei's  on  the  siihject  ai*e  practically 
the  .mnie  nn  oura^  and  liable  to  alterations  to  Kiiit  thi^  HitiiatioD- 
Judging  by  the  ccmsiderahle  number  uf  dead  Buysian  artilleiy 
bories  I  have  seen,  I  do  not  think  the  Rusaiana  are  as  careful 
about  the  portion  of  their  horses  in  action  aa  the  Japane8e  are^ 

W,  Effect  of  ArtilleTjf  Fvm  on  EntrenchnwniB,  JTw/A*cappfo- 
ifoe  Shell. — As  is  known,  the  JapaneiHi  carry  a  number  of  hii^li* 
explosive  tihell   witli   their  field   baiteriosfi   prulwihly   ^  n 

20  ami  30  per  cent,  uf  the  rounds  ^arriedi  I  think  tlic  •  ^  c 
have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  shrapnel  is  of  httle  use 
against  strong,  detiWmtely  prepared  infantry  entrenchmeiita, 
and  produces  but  little  effect  against  artillery  in  gun  pitiit.  For 
Uiia  rwsnn,  when  engaged  in  a  duel,  they  uwe  a  mixture  of  high- 
explosive  and  shrapnel,  and  when  shelling  sti^ong  infantry 
eatrenchments  they  use  a  preponderating  number  of  high* 
explosive  shell  When  shelling  the  Imttery  on  the  spur  on  tlie 
26th  Angust  (paragraph  34)  it  seemed  to  me  as  if  one  or  two 
batti*riefi  were  specially  toM  off*  to  firo  high-ex pluwive  shell  while 
the  uthtrs  u^ed  shrapnel*  ;  and  in  an  attack  on  an  isolated  hill, 
which  I  witnesseil  on  27th  Octol>er,  high-explosive  shell  were 
verj'  freely  UHedt  when  firing  at  tlie  trenches,  sfirapnel  being 
atldtn)  when  any  Russians  showed  in  the  open.  It  was,  however, 
diflicult  at  times  to  know  what  wa^  going  on,  as  we  ha/I  no 
miipB  and  could  not  therefore  tell  whether  high -ex  plosive  ahell 
were  being  used  purposely,  or  whether  they  were  Ixjing  used  of 
necessity  on  account  of  the  mnge  l»eing  l*i*yond  tliai  of  time 
nhrapnel  Yet  on  one  occasion  I  saw  a  few  shrapnel  clear  a 
Raaidan  trench,  but  it  was  an  isolat-  ^  ^  '   i^sians 

went  I  cannot  muke  out,  as  on  vi        ^  <  vvardu 

I  found  they  had  had  six  feet  of  gootl  cover, 

*  Th^  only  ditmttged  m titer iul  left  was  a  broken  wheel ;  nix  d^  bortoi 
End  n  demA  gmaer  lay  near  the  b&ttery.— 0,  V,  H. 

t  Dariag^i  ^ay  &&1  H.  E.nb^fll  and  6Sl  tUraf»ii«l  wotts  firod,— 0.  V,H. 
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49.  The  high-explosive  shell  has  a  point  like  an  armoar 
piercer,  and  a  base  fuse.  In  soft  ground  it  makes  a  crater  some 
six  feet  across,  and,  as  usual,  much  of  the  effect  is  lost  in  the 
ground,  the  crater  being  full  of  splinters  of  all  shapes  and  sizea 
When  the  shell  bursts  it  is  torn  apart  along  the  lines  of  the  fibres 
of  the  metal;  the  fibres  run  longitudinally,  and  the  splinten 
vary  in  size  from  a  nail's  head  to  a  piece  half  a  pound  in  weight 
The  edges  of  the  splinters  are  as  sharp  as  razors.  A  good  many 
fail  to  burst  in  soft  ground. 

50.  Castialiiea  from  ArtiUery  Fire.  —  Casualties  from 
artillery  fire  are  a  very  variable  quantity,  and  I  can  do  no 
more  than  give  a  few  instancea 

(1)  In  the  fighting  on  the  31st  July,  the  two  batteries  I 
saw  smothered  by  Ru&sian  shrapnel  (paragraph  10)  lost  during 
the  day  1  officer  and  4  men  killed  and  1  officer  and  13  men 
wounded.  As  previously  mentioned,  when  a  Japanese  battery 
is  being  really  smothered  with  shrapnel,  the  men  take  cover, 
emerging  again  to  fight  their  guns  directly  an  opportunity 
presents  itself ;  but  if  the  occasion  demands  it,  the  service  of 
the  guns  is  carried  on  between  the  bouquets  of  shrapnel  whidi 
usually  arrive  at  intervals  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  seconds. 

(2)  On  the  same  day  the  mountain  battery  in  its  advanced 
position  on  a  high  ridge  had  over  20  casualtiea 

(3)  On  the  26th  August  a  company  of  infantry  lying  in  a 
loose  mass  behind  a  low  knoll  at  the  forward  end  of  a  long, 
low-lying  spur,  was  discovered  by  the  Russian  guns  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  valley,  and  at  a  range  of  about  3,000  yards 
received  a  considerable  number  of  apparently  very  effective 
shrapnel ;  yet  I  was  informed  afterwards  that  their  casualties 
were  only  seven  men  wounded. 

(4)  The  casualties  to  the  two  batteries  which  I  saw  running 
the  gauntlet  on  12th  October — see  paragraph  39 — ^were  only 
3  men  and  1 7  horses  hit. 

(5)  On  the  same  day,  the  12th  October,  I  saw  a  company  of 
infantry  moving  across  the  open  in  the  formation  adopted  under 
such  circumstances — i.e.,  line  of  sections  at  deploying  intervals, 
each  section  in  files.  It  was  discovered  by  a  Russian  batteiy 
which  fired  a  few  rounds  of  shrapnel  at  it,  at  a  range  of  about 
4,000  yards,  taking  the  company  in  fiank  What  its  casualties 
were  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out,  but  the  effect  on  the 
cotnpany  was  instantaneous,  and  in  less  than  a  minute  it  had 
scattered  and  disappeared,  the  men  taking  shelter  in  nullahs 
and  behind  bits  of  rising  ground. 

(6)  On  the  27fch  October  the  Russians  were  occupying,  with 
about  two  companies  cf  infantry,  a  long,  high  hill  in  advance  of 
their  own  position.  It  projected  into  the  Japanese  position  like 
a  wedge  and  as  it  overlooked  them  the  Japanese  determined  to 
turn  them  out.  The  crest  of  the  hill  was  about  800  yards  long 
and  strongly  entrenched  a^^roaa  lYi^  cx^sab  %i\>  ioxis  ^lata«    From 
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8  ^Wu  the  Jnimnme   artillery*  out   of  effectir©   raage  of  the 

"        la  guns,  shelled  these    entrenchmeot^  at  raiiges  between 

and    5,000    yank,    employing    two    field    bitteries,    two 

tDountaiu  l>atterieH,  a  9  cio.  (S*5  inch)  howitzer  battery*  and  a 

eoaple  of  Russian  guns ;  they  took  each  trench  in  turn,  and 

rhan  the  infatitry  attacked,  concentrated  their  tire  on  the  point 

liiiret],  and  did  not  cease  firing  till  4  p.tn.,  when  the  hill  was 

Jy  captured,     I  do  not  think  the  Rnasiatm  could  have  carried 

off  many  of  their  dead,  as  I  was  watching  thorn  clc^ely  all  day, 

but   when    they  finally  retreated,   after    having   checked    the 

'Tapane^  infantry  for  two  hours  at  one  spot,  they  only  left 

"  dead  on  the  hill,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  heavy  fire  of  high«> 

jilosive  shell,  shrapnel,  and  musketrj"  to  wliich  they  had  been 

cpoied. 

(7)  On   the  other  hand,  out   of  about  750  wounded,  in  a 

'field  hospital  we  visited  on  the  22nd  October,  50  per  cent,  were, 

the    medical    ofiicer   in   charge    informed    us,    casualties    from 

artillery  fire.     This  was   due  to  the    fact   that  the   area  from 

which  this  particular  hospital  drew  its  patient*)  bad  lately  been 

I  the  scene  of  some  desperate  attacks  by  the  Japanese  infantiy^ 

ivhich  hml  captured  successive  hills  in  daylight  while  exposed 

a  galling  fire  from  the  Russian  field  guna 

&L  The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  above* instances  is 
le  old  one  that,  with  high  velocity  gunSi  shrapnel  produces 
but  little  effect  on  good  infantry  entrenchments,  but  is  deadly 
inst  troops  in  the  open,  and  that  the  effect  of  high -ex  plosive 
SeUis  more  moral  than  actual,     A  line  of  entrenched  guns  m^ 
course,  a  much  more  vulnerable  tiirget  if  the  gunners  continue 
work  their  guna  under  shrapnel  fire»  but  If  tht?y  take  cover^ 
the  Japanese  are  taught  to  do  when  the  fire  is  intense,  the 
le  remarks  apply. 

82.  Massing  v.  Disperml  of  Ouns*~ln  the  fighting  on  the 
Ya-la  the  artillery  may  be  said  to  have  been  massed,  anyhow  on 
the  Japmtese  left,  l>ut  since  then  the  ground  ha^  not  permitted 
the  maa»ng  of  guns  witli  the  First  Army.  In  its  lulvanee 
ttirough  the  mountains  the  Guanl  Division  has  never  l>een  able 
to  have  all  its  batteries  in  one  poaition ;  the  nearest  approach  to 
it  wi»  on  the  3rd  Sejitember,  when  the  division  was  fighting 
only  a  containing  action  and  managed  to  find  a  portion  in 
which  it  was  able  to  put  no  les'^  than  five  1  tatter  lee  close  enough 
jether  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  officer  commanding  the 
ciment  On  one  i>ccasion  (2t>th  August)  there  were  four 
iea  in  a  group,  a  very  few  times  three,  generally  two  or 
ODCe  four  guns,  once  two  guns,  and  once  only  one  gun 
jih  40).  Each  group  had  practically  to  be  fought  by 
itoelf^owing  to  the  diihcolty  of  control  in  mountains  without 
aome  means  of  rapid  communioation,  and  it  sayn  a  great  deal 
lor  the  trwiing  of  the  artillery  officers  of  the  Japanese  army 

•  m%  bewiUerib— C*  ¥.  H. 
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that  collaboration  of  groups  was  promptiy  foithooming  whea 
required. 

53.  The  Ruasians  almost  always  dispersed  their  artillery  in 
batteries  or  half  batteries.  They  were  also,  of  course,  hampered 
by  the  ground,  but  they  were  also  on  the  defensive,  and  even  on 
the  plains  round  Liao-yang  they  had  to  scatter  their  somewhat 
meagre  artillery  along  the  whole  front  to  be  defended. 

54.  So  at  present  there  is  little  to  be  said,  from  personal 
observation,  on  the  subject  of  massing  v,  dispersal.  I  near  the 
question  is  being  much  discussed  among  the  Japanese  gunners, 
some  of  whom  have  been  much  struck  by  the  excellent  results 
obtained  in  some  instances  by  the  obligatory  dispersal  of  guns. 
One  thing  is  certain — that  dispersal  with  concentration  of  fire 
cannot  be  worked  successfully  without  a  better  system  of 
communication  than  at  present  exists  in  the  Japanese  artillery. 

55.  Organization. — ^Although  in  the  mountains  the  com- 
mander of  the  Guard  Division  had  no  hesitation  in  splitting  up 
his  regiment  of  artillery  and  attaching  one  or  two  batteries  to 
a  column  when  occasion  required,  yet,  whenever  possible,  the 
battalion  of  three  batteries  is  adhered  to,  and  the  major* 
does  his  best  to  control  and  command  them  in  action.  The 
battalion  is  .looked  on  as  the  tactical  unit,  and  is  maintained 
as  such  whenever  practicable,  but  as  previously  explained  its 
employment  in  the  hills  has  been  limited.  The  Russian  artillery 
opposed  to  the  Guard  was  invariably,  as  far  as  I  could  judge, 
worked  by  batteries  or  half  batteries. 

5G.  From  the  24th  to  the  2dth  the  Guard  Division  had  three 
batteries  from  another  division  attached  to  it,  and  the  whole 
was  designated  in  orders  "  Independent  Artillery." 

57.  Night  Firing, — There  was  occasional  night  firing  by 
the  artillery  of  the  Guard,  but  I  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
witnessing  preparations  for  it.  The  Russians  have  been  firing 
almost  incessantly  at  night  opposite  the  Second  Army,  since  the 
positions  on  the  Sha  Ho  have  been  taken  up,  but  I  hear  it  has 
resulted  in  little  or  no  loss  to  the  Japanese,  though  it  has  kept 
them  on  the  alert  and  robbed  them  of  their  rest. 

58.  Indirect  Fire. — Indirect  fire  was  used  by  both  sidea  I 
think  the  Japanese  made  a  very  free  use  of  it  in  the  positions 
which,  as  described,  were  prepared  over  night,  and  from  which 
they  opened  fire  at  daylight.  These  positions  concealed  the  guns 
from  view  before  fire  was  opened,  and  made  subsequent  obser- 
vation of  fire  by  the  enemy  difficult,  but  except  under  excep- 
tionally favourable  circumstances  I  do  not  think  they  ever  bid 
the  flash  of  discharge  from  the  Russian  gunners.  The  Russians 
also  made  use  of  it,  and  in  the  first  battery  mentioned  in 
paragraph  38  the  gun  pits  were  all  prepared  for  indirect  fire 

*  A  major  commands  a  battalion  (three  batteries)  in  the  Japanese 
army. 
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while  an  olevatod  wotiden  abeervation  platfonn  wa8  erecknl  on 
oiMjh  Satik*  li  is  posBible  ibat^  owiug  to  iho  thick  erop  of 
ha4diang  aloiLg  the  front  of  this  battery^  its  gun  flmhea  were 
biddaii  from  the  front,  but  fmm  my  [>oirt  of  obsarvatiou,  some- 
what tc>  their  tliink,  I  was  ablo  to  see  thorn.  It  has  often  taken 
iiir  mnne  titiift  to  i^p<jt  a  RuBHiitii  liattery  who^e  shells  were 
bursting,  but  only  on  one  occaaian  did  1  fail  to  do  8^  (dint 
August X  and  that  waa  when  a  battery  was  firing  from  beyond 
a  gorge,  a  ^pur  in  which  hid  it  from  viaw.  Thii^  battery  was 
m  well  concealetl  that  it  could  not  l>©  loc^ited  by  the  Japanese 
batt^rieti  in  itEi  fmnt>  nor  could  the  Japanese  batterioi)  be  I  cheated 
by  it. 

59,  Conctuai4fn$,-^T!Q  summarize  a  few  of  the  principal 
points  :■ — 

(1)  Qiveo  normal  conditiona,  the  more  powerful  RuHstan 
artitteiy  always  kept  the  Japanese  batteries  at  arm's  length, 
evi*n    when   the  latter   were   cunaidenibly    supi*rior  in  numl^er 

of  gUHJ^* 

(2)  When  Jajmnese  batteries  established  themselves  within 
—to  them— edlHitive  range  of  tiie  Russtan  guns»  thity  were 
gen e rat ly  b mo t h e red , 

(3)  Though  the  Japanese  never  allowed  themselves  to  be 
destroyed,  their  fin»  remained  more  or  less  under  their 
opponents*  control,  and  the  latter  would  not  allow  them  to 
ailtijuately  HupiHirt  tlielr  infantry,  whicli  sufTcreJ  atCijrJingly, 
oft^ni  very  severely. 

(4)  The  miperior  training  and   gunnery  of   the  Ja]jane«e 
&vcretl  many  shortcoming?*,  but  never  mode  up  for  inferiority 

"in  range,  rapidity  of  firo  and  length  of  fuza  On  the  Euisifian 
side,  with  a  Q.L.  gun,  inferior  gunnery  led  to  an  appalling 
waste  of  ammunition* 

(5)  llie  maximum  weight,  and  therefore  also  power,  of  the 
Japanese  gun  is  clictati*d  by  the  Japanese  horsie  which  hiw  to 
iltkig  it*.  Opp(j45t>d  to  the  Rnsiiijiu  artillery  the  power  was 
inadequate,  even  with  the  margin  of  mobility  reduced  to  a 
mininmm. 

(6)  High -explosive  shell  were  a  valuable  adjunct^  Imt  did 
not  compensate  for  want  of  gun  power. 

(7)  Mountain  aHiller).^  was  invaluable  in  the  mountains,  as 
it  waa  able  to  creep  up  under  cover  to  positions  within  effective 
nut^ ;  on  the  level,  when  opfjosed  by  the  Roicvian  fit4d  guns, 
it  oft^u  wa«  unable  even  to  come  into  action.  In  the  hi  Ik, 
mountain  batteriiB  were  able,  even  with  unsilencixl  artillery 
in  their  front,  to  creep  on  in  support  of  infantry  during  an 
action.  Field  artillery,  under  siiuilai'  circumstances,  never  left 
ilM  i»ci«ntion.s,  and  could  not  have  done  so,  iind  neitlier  the  one 
iior  the  other  could  hope  to  do  it  on  the  level, 

(S)  In  conchimt»n,  I  think  tliat,  given  more  careful  training 
Hud  a  better  alimpneb  tlie  Russian  ^eld  nrtillery,  even  though 
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weaker  in  number  of  guns,  would  have  been  a  siill  mora 
important  factor  in  the  campaign  than  it  has  so  far  been,  and 
that,  even  as  it  is,  the  deterrent  effect  it  has  had  on  tiie 
Japanese  advance  and  the  severe' losses  it  has  indirectly  caused 
the  Japanese  infantry  have  hardly  been  recognized,  or  else  have 
been  slurred  over,  by  the  newspaper  critics. 

Happy  is  the  Japanese  army  in  the  possession  of  a 
magnificent  infantry  which,  when  required,  can  make  up  for 
the  want  of  power  of  its  artillery  by  brilliant  attacks  l^  day 
or  by  night. 


Addenda. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  been  placed  in  possession 
of  the  following  items  of  information. 

].  "  During  the  Liao-yang  operations,  the  damage  done  to 
our  batteries  by  artillery  fire  was  comparatively  smidl,  as  they 
were  well  protected  by  the  hills.  After  the  1st  September  tiie 
enemy's  artillery  was  much  superior  to  ours,  and  we  avoided 
the  artillery  duel." 

.  2.  "  Our  line  of  communication  vid  Feng-huang-cheng  was 
so  long  and  difficult  that  we  had  to  economize  ammomtioQ. 
The  commander  of  the  artillery  of  the  First  Army,  said  that  at 
this  time  every  shell  fired  shortened  his  life." 

3.  "From  documents  found  at  Liao-yang  after  the  battle, 
Europatkin  had,  it  appears^  been  issuing  orders  to  his  artillery 
to  take  lessons  from  the  Japanese  as  to  the  choice  of  positions 
on  slopes,  and  not  on  the  tops  of  hills,  as  to  care  in  observation, 
and  as  to  a  more  general  use  of  concealed  positions  and  indirect 
fire.  The  result  was  that  at  Liao-yang  the  Russians  used 
concealed  positions,  and  we  often  had  great  difficulty  in  locating 
their  batteries." 

With  regard  to  this  last  remark,  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that 
in  some  instances  the  concealment  of  the  Russian  batteries  made 
it  still  more  difficult  for  them  to  locate  the  Japanese  guns,  and 
led  to  an  enormous  waste  of  ammunition.  This  was  the  case 
opposite  the  right  of  the  Guard  Division  on  the  30th  and  31st 
August  (see  paragraphs  19  and  34).  And  vice  versd,  on  the 
26th  August  the  Guard  artillery,  probably  in  most  instances 
firing  indirectly,  were  never  able  to  locate  the  low-lying 
Russian  batteries  (see  paragraph  34).  The  moral  is  that  in  a 
broken,  hilly  country,  tnough  elevated  positions  give  command 
and  view,  they  are  easily  found  by  the  enemy,  while  low 
ones  are  more  difficult  to  locate,  and  therefore  afford  very  often 
greater  protection;  but  on  the  other  hand,  no  battery  should 
ever  be  committed  to  a  low  and  concealed  position  until  it  is 
sure  that  the  enemy's  guns  can  be  reached  from  it  It  is  bat  a 
poor  consolation  to  a  VMtttery  coTmnsbudL^t  \a  ^oicrw  ihBk  hia  gons 
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are  in  %  snug  position  if  he  auhsequently  finds  that  some  slaoi 
of  grotind  prevents  lum  from  reachbig  the  enemy's  batteries, 
whieh  in  the  meantime  have  found  their  ranges  and  made  it 
itxiposgible  for  him  to  move  without  very  heavy  loes,  possibly 
even  annihilation. 


Itqport  b}f  Captain  A  VincmU,  R.A. 

( 1 )  Nature  of  Guns  and  EqmpmenL-^Vf  ith  regard  to  tht 
largo  number  uid  variety  of  guna^  howitzers  and  rifled  mortars, 
wiiich  have  hean  used  by  both  belligerents  in  this  campaign,  we 
with  the  First  Army  have  had  little  opportunity  of  observing 
the  working  or  fire  eSect  of  any  but  the  ordinary  field  and 
mountain  guns  of  either  side,  Sinee  General  Kurokl's  amiy  left 
Feng*huflng-cheng,  in  June  last,  it  has  been  aecompinie<J  by 
nothing  heavier  than  the  7"5-cm,  (2'95-incli)  field  gims,  and  the 
shorter  mountain  guns  of  the  same  calibre.  One  battery  of 
captured  Russian  guns  was  also  attached  to  the  Guard  division. 
The  five  batteries  of  12-cm.  {4 '7-inch)  Krupp  how itsecm  which 
did  sueh  g<xxl  work  at  the  battle  of  the  Ya-lu  were  sent 
elsewhere  at  the  end  of  May, 

(2)  A  battery  or  two  of  these  bowitasers  would  have  been 
invaluable  on  many  occasions  in  the  mountains  for  searching  the 
atoep  hill-sides^  ravines  and  giirges,  and  in  order  to  approach  the 
long-range  Russian  field  guns  witli  high^angle  fire,  unseen  from 
liehind  cover.  The  U'ansjMirtation  of  these  light  howitzt^m  would 
not  have  been  more  difficult  than  that  of  the  onliniiry  field 
gunn ;  but  presumably  their  services  were  considered  to  be  of 
more  importance  elsewhere, 

(S)  From  the  battle  of  the  Ta^lu.  at  the  end  <»f  April,  whett 
the  Russian  artillery  was  Ijojk  '  '  mtn  umbered  and  d*.*feat€d, 
till  the  present  date,  we  have  \.  4  an  intf reciting  struggle 

between  the  light  field  gun  of  the  Ja[»anese  nnd  tbe  heavier, 
longer-ranged,  and  more  rapidliring  weai>on  of  their  ailversarita. 
InU'lligence  hi  luindling  liatteries,  and  skill  in  working  the  guns^ 
have  to  a  certain  extent  made  up  fur  tHe  Japanese  inieriority  in 
gun  power,  but  the  fact  remains  that  the  Ruffians  have  the 
moi^a  powerful  weapon  of  the  two,  and  can  bring  efrectivo 
sihrapnel  fire  to  bear  at  ranges  at  which  it  is  u^elessi  fur  the 
Japanese  to  try  to  respond  witli  time  ithrapneL 

(4)  The  Rumian  Gun. — The  Russian  gun  has  a  mn/jile 
velocity  of  1,930  f.a  and  an  effective  time  shrapnel  range  of 
5,500  metreif  (6>0H  yanin),  with  an  extreme  range  of  7,000 
metres  (7»fi55  yards)  Its  highesft  rate  of  lire  is  »aid  to  be 
1 5  aimed  rounds  a  minute,  and  the  weight  behind  the  team^  is 
1/J20  kilos.,  or  38  cwt,  exclusive  of  the  gunners  and  their  kit. 
The  gun  and  carriago  weigh  1,0S7  kiloa  (20'4  cwt.),  or  just 
over  a  ton.     It  certainly  looks  extremely  long  and  unwi^ldif  Icne 
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a  field  gun,  but,  with  enormoas  expenditure  in  road  making,  the 
Russians  managed  to  drag  their  guns  to  very  high  elevati(HDi8  in 
the  mountains,  and  generally  succeeded  in  getting  them  safely 
away  in  a  most  praiseworthy  manner  when  retiring  before  the 
Japanese. 

(5)  During  the  severe  fighting  round  Pen-hsi-hu,  the  extreme 
right  of  the  Japanese  army,  from  the  10th  to  the  13th  October, 
the  Russians  employed  9'5-cm:  (3 •74-inch)  rifled  mortars  and 
15-cm.  (5*  9-inch)  howitzers,  the  fire  of  which  was  very  effective, 
causing  heavy  losses  among  the  Japanese.  Mortars  and  IS-cm. 
howitzers  were  also  used  by  both  sides  during  the  fighting  south 
of  liao-yang  from  20th  August  till  4th  September.  ^  this 
occasion  the  Second  Army  is  said  to  have  employed  some 
sixty  mortars  captured  from  the  Russians  at  N^an  Shan,  as  well 
as  15-cm.  howitzers  and  10'5-cm.  (4'1-inch)  Canet  guns,  also 
taken  at  the  same  place.  Unfortunately,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  see  any  of  these  special  types  yet,  but  hear  that  the  10*5-cnL 
Canet  guns  are  probably  of  a  now  nearly  obsolete  pattern,  which 
were  captured  by  the  Russians  from  the  Chinese  in  the  Boxer 
rising  of  1900. 

(6)  Again,  on  the  2nd  September,  when  the  Russian  artiUery 
rained  shrapnel  on  to  the  hill  near  Hei-ying-tai,  now  called 
Manju-yama,  which  had  been  captured  by  the  15th  Brigade,  2nd 
Division,  on  the  previous  night,  large  dark  bursts  were  noticeable 
among  the  ordinary  white  puffs  of  field  gun  shrapnel,  which 
came  from  three  field  howitzers  placed  so  as  to  enfilade  the 
Japanese  trenches.  I  saw  many  of  the  bodies  of  these  howitzer 
shrapnel  scattered  about  the  hill  next  day.  They  measured 
(with  an  inch  rule)  3|  inches  in  diameter,  7  inches  in  length, 
and  were  peiinted  bright  yellow.  An  officer  told  us  that  one- 
eighth  to  one-seventh  of  the  1,300  Japanese  casualties  on 
Manju-yan^  were  caused  by  shell  fire. 

(7)  The  whole  of  the  19  regiments  of  Japanese  field  and 
mountain  artillery  are  armed  with  a  7"5-cm.  (2-954nch)  steel 
gun,  which  is  manufactured,  together  with  the  rest  of  the 
equipment,  at  the  Osaka  arsenal. 

Though  both  field  and  mountain  guns  are  of  the  same  calibre 
and  take  the  same  projectile,  the  difference  in  range  and  chaige 
is  considerable,  due  to  the  shorter  length  of  the  mountain  gun. 

The  Japanese  shrapnel  weighs  6  kilos.  (13*22  lbs.),  and  the 
high-explosive  shell  6-1  kilos.  (13*44  lbs.),  compared  to  the 
Russian  shrapnel  of  14*351  lbs. 

The  recoil  is  checked  by  heavy  dragshoes  attached  to  the 
dragwashers  by  steel  chains,  and  two  wire  ropes  which  take  a 
turn  round  the  enlarged  part  of  the  axle  just  inside  the  wheels, 
and  the  other  ends  of  which  are  fixed  near  the  point  of  the 
trail  I  have  noticed  field  guns  recoil  about  one  yard  in  gun 
epaulments  on  a  dry  ploughed  field. 

The  ammunition  is  not  ''  fixed/'  and  th6  giin  is  no  more  a 
quick'&rer  than  is  our  15-pT. 
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(8)  Shislds, — Neitljer  the  Russian  nor  the  Japanese  field 
ffiinfe  are  fitted  with  shielda*  I  was  much  interested  in  observing 
during  the  battle  of  the  31  st  July  tlmt  the  six  field  batteries 
of  tt»e  2nd  Divwion,  to  which  I  wm  attached,  had  during  the 
l»reviotiH  iiijjht  eanj^tnuk^fl  woo<ien  shields  al30ut  2  feet  high 
and  1  inch  tliick,  with  hinges  in  tbo  middle,  which  they  fixed 
over  the  guns  in  action.  From  that  date  the  2nd  Division 
artillery  always  carrit^d  these  Hhiekls,  and  maintiiin  that  they 
aifunl  i^KMt  protection  agninst  shrapnel  tire, 

In  my  opiuion  the  protection  atforded  by  Bhields,  when  the 
men  have  Ui  atand  to  and  work  their  guns  under  rapid  shrapnel 
tire,  more  than  com  pen  sates  for  the  disati  vantages  of  providing  a 
more  conspictjous  tJii^get  to  the  enemy  and  a  larger  area  far  a 
hi-^h'CXplosive  or  nther  shdl  to  hit, 

(9)  Qualiiy  of  P€7'mmid  and  Horses.^The  tallest  and 
fitrongest  men  in  the  Japinese  army  are  the  gunners,  as  tlie 
neceiiKary  height  for  artilkTy  eonseript^  is  5  ft  4'2  in^  compared 
with  5  ft  2*02  in-  for  the  infantry*  Gunners  and  drivers^  field 
and  mountain^  ai*e  all  iiiterchangeal>le,  and  receive  a  general 
edocatii>n  in  the  care  of  horaeSi  both  pack  and  dmughtj  as  well 
m  in  gun  drilt 

(10)  HoTtNu*, — As  regards  the  honjos,  all  I  can  say  i«  that 
thoy  are  better  than  they  look,  and  tlmt  when  I  saw  the  Guard 
tietd  artillery  lalx^uring  througli  the  muddy  roadn  nf  ftr  Pingyang 
in  Miireh  htnt  I  little  thought  that  tlie  hi^i-Min^  would  have  liusti^d 
MB  well  as  they  have  done,  1'hey  lire  fai'  too  light  for  giin 
teamfl,  and,  tliough  w^illjng  enough,  have  not  the  weight 
necessary  to  pull  tlie  guns  easily  along  level  hard  road**.* 

(11)  The  drivel's  are  too  heavy  and  liave  little  itlen  of  how 
to  make  the  lioj'sea  pull  together,  Tht;  Jafianese  fully  realixo 
their  weakness  in  horaeflesh,  and  hav^j  ^sav^d  tlicir  gun  teams 
as  mueh  80  possible.  The  want  of  mobility  of  their  field 
aiiillery,  however,  has  been  a  continual  handicap.  Tbej^  know 
alwo  tliat  gun  power  has  been  badly  wiciiliced  to  suit  the  weedy 
bomes  uf  tiicir  cHmntry,  and  that  even  in  siplte  of  thij^  isacrifice 

.ibo  horses  are  not  able  to  do  the  work,  Manchuria  is  full  of 
iplendid  mules,  four  of  whidi  would  do  the  work  of  aix  J&pane&e 
worses,  bat  so  far  I  have  not  seen  any  used  with  artilbry. 

(12)  Mountain  ArtitUry. — As  Uiere  are  uo  luules  in  Japan, 
Ltlie  mountJiin  artillery  also  employ  fKjntcs,  and  thcstr  bat  tones 
fare  if  anything  more  mobile  th^  the  field  artillery,  even  on  the 

Oat.  It  is  a  common  iri gl\i  ti>  heo  a  mountain  battery  at  the 
trot,  all  the  men  dtjubling  at  the  pace  which  seems  to  cimhc  a» 
[natarally  to  tsoldiers  of  all  branches  of  the  Jaiuuicae  army  as 
"he  walk, 

(13)  The  mountain  hatteriea  of  tlie  12th  Division  have  done 
[excellent  service  all  tbix>ugh  the  tnountain  fighting  lietwcen  the 

[adu  imd  Liao^yang,  and  tbrtmgh  skill  in  approaching  within 
Infective  ningt^  of  the  Russiati  field  guns  without  exposing  their 


*  S^t  however  I  foutnivte  im  ^^i^^  H^ 
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position,  have  on  many  occasions  effected  excellent  results  "with 
little  loss.  At  the  fight  of  Chiao-tou  on  18th  and  19th  Joly, 
lieui-Oeneral  Inouye  attacked  a  very  strong  Rossiaa  pofiition 
with  only  five  batteries  of  mountain  artillery,  which  sacoeeded 
in  preparing  the  way  for  the  infantry  attack.  Against  them 
were  three  Russian  field  batteries  and  a  mountain  battery  which 
never  succeeded  in  really  locating  the  attacking  artiUery. 

The  Russians  knew  the  ranges  to  various  points  on  tihe 
landscape  and  their  fire  was  accurate,  but  the  Japanese  batteries 
chose  unexpected  positions.  On  one  occasion  the  Russians  fired 
400  rounds  at  a  hill  behind  which  they  evidently  tiiought  the 
Japanese  might  be. 

(14)  A  few  days  ago  I  watched  a  mountain  battery  of  tiie 
5th  Division  coming  into  action  in  a  leisurely  manner  when 
time  was  no  object.  From  the  order  to  unload  it  took  40  seconds 
to  place  the  gun  and  wheels  in  position  in  previously  prepared 
gun  pits,  and  two  minutes  before  the  first  gun  was  ready  to  fire. 
It  doubtless  could  have  been  done  quicker,  but  it  is  a  noticeable 
characteristic  of  the  Japanese  artillery  not  to  hurry.  There  is 
a  marked  absence  of  what  we  call  smartness  in  the  British 
army,  though  everything  is  carried  out  with  intelligence  and 
precision. 

(15)  As  regards  the  personnel  and  horses  of  the  Russian 
artillery  I  have  had  little  chance  of  judging.  Their  batteries 
seem  to  trot  easily  over  plough  and  stubble,  and  the  gun  horses 
which  I  have  seen  lying  about  dead  have  been  of  a  good  usefal 
stamp.  The  guns  are  sometimes  fired  with  amazing  rapidity, 
which  betoken  accuracy  of  drill. 

(16)  Harness. — Judging  by  captured  artillery  the  Russians 
use  heavy  collars,  whereas  the  Japanese  employ  nothing  bat 
breast  harness. 

The  Japanese  carry  large  canvas  bags  attached  to  the  pads 
of  the  ofi*  horses  with  shoe-pockets  and  canvas  buckets  above 
them,  cloaks  with  bundles  inside  them  behind  the  saddles  of 
the  riding  horses,  and  large  wallets  in  front  Each  man  also 
carries  a  long  blue  cotton  bag  slung  over  his  shoulders,  which 
contains  food,  &c.  The  limbers  and  wafons  are  piled  up  with 
gear,  and  at  least  two  blankets  are  carried  under  each  saddle  and 
pad.  I  have  seldom  seen  the  gunnei*s  mounted  on  the  carriages 
when  moving.  The  drivers  are  armed  with  cavalry  swords  ''  to 
give  them  confidence  in  case  they  are  attacked  by  Cossacks." 
18  carbines  are  carried  on  the  carriages  of  each  battery,  and 
the  gunners  are  armed  with  bayonets. 

Both  Russian  and  Japanese  field  artillery  use  pole-draught, 
and  the  latter  have  breechings  on  the  wheel  horses  only. 

(17)  Formation  of  Artillery  units  and  their  Dispersal  or 

Concentration  dwring  Action, — There  is  one  regiment  of  field 

or  mountain  artillery  as  part  of  each  of  the  13  divisions  of  the 

Japanese  army ;  it  is  conmianded  by  a  lieutenant-coloneL    There 

are  also  two  independent  brigsudea  ol  \i\\Te^  T%^\si%Ti\i&  ^AAh. 
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Each  regiioent  is  divided  into  a  major's  eommand,  a 
huttaUon  of  three  batteries,  and  each  batteiy  of  sis  guns  is 
commanded  by  a  captain. 

(18)  Iti  action  the  normal  condition  is  for  the  artillery 
battalion  commander  to  allot  a  portion  af  the  target  to  each 
batk*ry  couiioandor,  who  then  carriaa  on  the  nmging  indepen* 
dently.  I  have  watched  the  2nd  Division  artillery  very  closely 
to  »ee  whether  the  fighting  unit  would  be  the  battery  or  the 
battalion  of  three  batteries^  and  have  come  to  the  cooclusion 
that  the  major  takes  actual  comumad  of  Um  three  kittt^rieep 
but  that  owiog  to  the  difficulty  of  finding  positioQS  for  njore 
thaii  one  battery,  or  at  most  two,  and  the  almost  total  absence 
of  any  method  of  signalling,  the  battery  often  beeomee  an 
jndeptmdent  unit* 

(19)  I  have  only  twice  seen  as  many  as  four  l>atterieH 
together  in  one  line,  i,#.,  wuthin  spenking  distance  of  one  another* 
*Vhe  first  occasion  was  at  the  action  of  the  Yang-tzu  Ling  on 
the  31st  Jnly»  when  four  V»iLttene»  were  together  in  one  place, 
and  the  other  two  some  1,()U0  yunls  away.  Again  on  the 
Ist  Septeml»er  north  of  the  Tai4!!:u  Ho,  during  the  attack  on 
Manju>yania,  four  batteries  were  in  line. 

(20)  On  the  10th  Octobei,  at  the  fight  north  of  Yon4ai  coal 
mine,  three  bnttcnefi  of  one  battiilion  were  entrtmched  within 
a  few  hundred  yards  of  one  another  on  Ta  Shan  and  the  other 
three  were  scattered  about  on  the  plain.  On  the  llth  three 
movt^l  up,  one  being  two  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the 
other  two*  Next  day,  the  12th,  these  three  remained  as  they 
were,  while  the  other  thi*ee  came  into  action  aV^^nt  four 
hundre^l  yards  to  their  right.  Aa  soon  as  the  Russian  liatteriea 
retired,  and  they  were  onlered  to  advance  io  support  of  the 
infantry  attack,  the  batteries  ail  scattered  again.  On  the 
12th  October  I  saw  three  batteries  of  the  14th  Regiment, 
Independent  Brigade,  in  action  with  about  two  hu mired  yard» 
int^^rval  between  each.  On  this  occasion  all  three  were 
apparently  being  commanded  by  the  colonel  of  the  regiment* 
who  was  connected  with  them  by  a  chain  of  some  twenty 
men  posteil  at  intervala  of  forty  yards,  Thia  is  the  only 
method  of  communicating  orders  from  a  short  distance  which 
the  Japiinese  employ.  At  longer  dbtatices  mounted  orderlies 
are  used.  There  are  always  plenty  of  spare  men  with  the 
Japantoe  artillery,  and  a  lai^  proportion  are  trained  in 
passing  orders,  but  the  proce^  is  alow  and  the  personal  element 
too  great  The  alxsi^nce  of  visual  signalling  is  one  of  the  most 
marked  characteriaties  of  the  Japanese  army.  They  trust 
antirely  t*i  the  tel^raph  and  telephone — methods  which  in  tlm 
war  have  proved  Buccessful  owing  to  the  friendliness  of  the 
iohabllanta  and  to  the  lack  of  enti^rpriHe  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  in  not  cutting  the  wires.  There  are  no  spt^ial  tele- 
phoneit  for  the  artillery.  On  several  occaaiorui  I  have  seen 
opportunities  lo«t  through  want  of  quick  eommunicatiou  ysrvih 
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the  batteries.  For  instance,  on  the  14th  October,  I  was  talking 
to  a  young  officer  on  the  top  of  Okasaki-yama,  who  had  been 
sent  up  there  with  a  telescope  to  observe.  Three  batteries  were 
in  action  some  two  thousand  yards  in  front,  engaging  a  BusBian 
battery  in  the  distance.  While  watching  we  saw  the  Rufisians 
set  fire  to  several  stooks  of  kaoliang  in  front  of  the  battery  and, 
under  cover  of  the  smoke,  bring  up  the  limbers  and  retire 
unseen  by  the  Japanese  batteries,  which  had  temporarily  ceased 
firing.  The  young  officer  sent  off  a  mounted  orderly,  but 
recognized  that  it  was  too  late,  and  before  the  orderiy  had 
reached  his  destination  the  batteries  had  wasted  many  more 
rounds  in  firing  at  the  position  from  which  the  batteries  had 
safely  retired. 

(21)  Again,  on  the  12th  October,  when  the  batteries  were 
grouped  together  by  battalions  as  above  mentioned,  orders 
were  apparently  issued  at  11  a.m.  by  the  divisiooal  commander 
to  the  artillery  to  advance  in  support  of  the  infantry  attack. 
From  the  hill  on  which  we  were,  Russian  infantry  could  be 
seen  on  the  hills  in  front,  offering  a  splendid  target  for  artillery 
fire.  They  were  not  observed,  however,  from  the  guns,  and  it 
was  11.30  a.m.  before  the  first  battery  limbered  up  to  advance. 

(22)  Ammunition  Colwnna, — Each  r^ment  of  artillery  has 
its  own  ammunition  column  of  27  wagons,  manned  by  reservists. 
This  is  really  the  second  line  of  wagons^  six  per  battery  being 
the  first  line. 

Both  the  Russian  and  Japanese  carry  40  rounds  in  the 
limber,  but  the  Russian  wagon  holds  132*  rounds,  while  the 
Japanese  only  carries  80. 

(23)  Russian  Organization, — The  tactical  artillery  unit  of 
the  Russian  army  is  the  eight-gim  battery  under  the  command 
of  a  lieutenant-colonel  or  colonel,  with  a  captain,  a  second 
captain,  and  four  lieutenants  under  him. 

The  Russians,  both  on  the  offensive  as  well  as  the  defenave, 
frequently  divide  their  batteries  into  two  parts.  During  the 
mountain  fighting  south-east  of  Liao-yang,  and  round  Liao-yang 
itself,  four-gun  bEttteries  weye  very  often  used.  On  the  defen- 
sive, when  the  Russians  had  to  endeavour  to  be  strong  every- 
whei*e,  it  was  natural  that  their  batteries  should  have  been  split 
up  ;  but  on  the  offensive^  when  we  expected  to  see  guns  maceed 
together  according  to  Continental  lines,  it  was  somewhat  dis- 
appointing to  find  that  their  artillery  generally  fought  by  batteries 
or  half  batteries. 

(24)  In  mountainous  or  broken  country  it  is  seldom  possible 
to  find  a  suitable  position  for  an  eight-gun  battery,  but  on  the 
plains  north  of  Ten-tai  there  was  no  such  difficulty.  On  the 
10th  and  the  11th  October  there  were  two  Russian  batteries 
about  two  hundred  yards  apart,  apparently  controlled  by  tele- 
phone by  one  man  from  the  top  of  the  neighbouring  "  Fort  Hill." 

*  92  ia  the  number  UEoaWy  gYV«\i\  44  vgl  vra^on  limber  and  48  in 
w&gon  body. 
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The  bAtteries  were  on  low  ground  with  tin d illations  in  front, 
which  only  the   liigheat  pointe  of  the  Japanese  pcRsitiou 

id  he  seen.  All  their  tire  waa  therefore  indirect.  This  is 
the  only  occa'tion  on  which  I  iiave  f^een  two  or  more  batteries 
working  together  on  the  offensive. 

(25)  When  the^o  batteries  retired  telephone  wire  was  found, 
from  wliich  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  Rusainn  artillery  is  more 
adraneed  in  this  respect  than  the  Japanese, 

(261  The  whole  questirm  uf  mgiuiUing  is  a  very  dtfEcult  one 
for  artillery.  It  iti  fjiiite  conceivable  that  in  Cotitiiiental  warfare, 
where  large  tiumlierfl  of  batteriea  are  ruassed  together,  or  at  any 
rate  are  acting  in  a  somewhat  limited  extent  of  ground,  visual 
iii^niillirig  of  any  sort  mij^ht  only  lead  to  complication  and  eon- 
fusion*  For  this  reason  the  French  seldom,  if  ever,  uae  flaga  For 
tho  conditions,  however,  under  which  the  British  artillery  is  likely 
to  be  etdled  upon  to  fights  visual  -signalling  will  probably  be 
the  be^t  and  simplest  means  of  comumnication  with  batteries, 

(27)  BatUri/  the  Fighting  ifni?,-— Hiough  this  war  seems  to 
have  pniveti  that  the  battery  is  t1»e  fighting  unit,  however  many 

"  t  vits  may  happen  to  be  grouper!  t<jgether  in  one  place, 

li  of  artillery  officers  senior  to  battery  commanders 
h&i  become  more  im)M>rtaut  than  even  Instead  of  being  with 
his  guns  the  artillery  IwitUilion  cunnmander  should  be  on  tho 
^try  best  point  of  obMtirvation  which  otTt^rs  itself  in  the  vicinity, 
Hm  he  should  be  equipped  with  the  most  powerful  of  portable 
kdescopea,  and  with  im  n<\eqnnie  staff.  From  such  a  position 
he  can  obwarve  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  communicate 
by  signal  with  all  the  batteries  under  his  command, 

(28)  On  many  occasions  during  this  campaign  I  have  found 
myself  in  the  very  lM?8t  position  for  tjbserving  the  field  in 
general p  in  fact  on  idea!  points  of  olnservation  for  the  di vi- 
sional artillery  comuiHuder,  providetl  that  he  con  hi  have  trans- 
mitted  orders  quickly  to  tlie  batteries*      From   such  elevated 

SKBitions  I  saw  mistakes  made    ilaily  by  both  ttie  Russian  and 
Fapan^tfe    artillery,    and    bad     magnificent   opportunities   for 
obierving  tire. 

(29)  Indireci  Fire  and  C0tm\ — Indirect  fire  has  not  been 
nearly  so  mucli  in  this  war  as   I  expected*     l*he  Russians 

the  beginning  of  the  war  practically  never  employinl  it,  but 
always  brought  their  guns  into  action  on  or  a  few  yards  behind 
crc^tliiics,  whence  they  could  obtwin  a  clear  view  over  the 
sights.  At  the  Ya-lu  tfie  Russian  guns  were  in  glaringly  cson- 
dpicuous  f>osition»,  with  very  little  attempt  at  cover  for  the 
detachments.  Since  fhen,  however,  they  have  gn>wn  far  more 
artful  in  cliOO«*iing  [xjsitioris  for,  *md  in  conceaTin^%  th**ir  guii«* 
Now  their  favourite  plan  is  to  phiC4>  their  guns,  well  eritreiich*sd, 
just  behind  the  crestUne  of  a  ridge  or  saddle,  but  so  tlmt  the 
tai^t  may  l>e  seen  over  the  sights^ 

From  thf  Japanr^^e  side  such  poettjons  are  only  to  l>e 
deU*eted   by   the   Hanh,    whicti    invariably  gives    them  away. 
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Bound  Liao-yang  the  BussiaDS  bad  eoaaimetod  gas  pits  in 
hollows,  and  most  unexpected  plaoen,  trom  which  <mly  tndiraet 
fite  could  have  been  used^  but  the  absence  of  wheel  tucks 
denoted  that  most  of  these  fancy  places  had  never  had  guns 
in  them. 

(30)  At  the  action  of  the  Slst  July  round  Ta-wan  theBuasiaDs 
Ivad  taken  infinite  trouble  in  constructing  roads  in  order  to  place 
their  guns  in  most  commanding  positions,  but  the  enpaulments 
themselves  were  of  a  very  meagre  description.  Tney  were 
mere  leyellings,  sometimes  quarried  into  the  ridges,  with 
ammunition  recesses  and  shallow  pits  for  the  detachments,  the 
latter  roofed  over  in  a  few  cases.  The  positions  were  well 
chosen,  in  that  there  was  invariably  high  ground  on  either  side, 
which  protected  them  well  from  enfilade  fire  Prisoners  stated 
that  the  effect  of  the  Japanese  shrapnel  on  these  gun  positions 
was  very  deadly,  and  certainly  the  cover  for  the  gunners  on  the 
series  of  positions  captured  by  the  Japanese  near  An-ping  a 
month  later  was  of  a  much  improved  type.  Bound  Liao-yang 
the  Bussian  gun  pits  and  epauunents  were  carefully  made,  and 
left  nothing  to  be  desired.  The  Bussian  gun  epaulments  as 
now  constructed  may  be  described  as  levelUngs  for  gun  plat- 
forms, with  roomy  detachment  pits  about  4  feet  deep,  affording 
complete  cover  to  a  six-foot  man  standing  in  them. 

(81)  With  regard  to  indirect  fire  on  the  Japanese  side,  I  think 
it  may  be  said  that  they  only  use  it  when  absolutely  necessary. 
They  are  taught  to  use  it  only  at  the  commencement  of  an 
engagement,  but  not  when  advancing  in  support  of  infantry, 
and  rarely  when  on  the  defensive.  Owing  to  the  infexiority  of 
their  field  gun  to  that  of  the  Bussians,  the  Japanese  are  bound 
to  expose  their  batteries  as  little  as  possible,  and  to  endeavour 
to  find  the  range  before  being  discovered  by  their  more  rapid 
firing  adversaries.  In  short,  fear  of  the  Bussian  gun  oompek 
them  to  employ  indirect  fire  more  than  if  they  were  more 
evenly  matched. 

(32)  Throughout  this  war  the  artillery  of  both  sides  has#as 
a  rule,  taken  up  its  position  during  the  night  before  a  battle, 
and  dug  itself  in  by  dawn.  Batteries  have  very  seldom  come 
into  action  in  the  open  without  previously  prepared  cover.  I 
have  only  once  seen  Japanese  field  batteries  advance  in  support 
of  infantry,  namely,  on  the  above-mentioned  12th  October,  and 
then  one  battery  had  gun  pits  three  hundred  yards  in  front  to 
drop  into,  while  the  others  came  into  action  well  down  the 
reverse  slope  of  low  hills  and  threw  up  cover  for  their  detadi- 
ments  before  firing  a  single  shot. 

(33)  The  only  occasion  on  which  I  saw  a  Bussian  battety 
come  into  action  in  the  open  was  on  the  Slst  August^  when 
under  cover  of  a  battery  in  position,  a  reconnaissance  in  force  of 
one  battery,  two  companies  of  infantry  and  a  troop  of  cavaky, 
advanced  idong  the  valley  of  the  Tai-tzu  Ho  in  the  direction  of 
Au'ping.    Its  intention  waa  evidently  to  try  to  discover  what 
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liml  Iiappenod  to  tbe  2tad  Divimon,  First  Ariuy^  which  was  at 
tiiAi  tima  aiurchlng  Dorth  in  the  turoin^  movoutent  aerois 
the  rivt^r.  This  fon*^  pas&tnl  cloae  to  the  hill  ou  which  I  was 
hiddtin.  and  the  Imttery  came  iuUj  action  on  the  eaiid  of  the 
river-bed.  with  the  limberii  dmwu  up  behind  the  guna,  just  as  if 
it  had  been  on  a  f>arade  ground.  After  firing  some  thirty 
dimpnel  on  the  surrounding  hills  without  reB[>ons6i  it  retired 
again  in  the  same  leiaurely  inHmier  in  which  it  Imd  come. 

(34)  With  modern  Q.F.  artillery  on  the  enemy's  side, 
Umboring  and  an  limbering  has  become  a  very  difGcuIt  operation, 
a9  the  ttffect  of  a  minute's  ra|iid  shrapnel  fire  on  the  gtin  teamsi 
wouM  be  annihilating  (e.g.,  the  Rusaiaii  battery  at  Ma-kou 
during  the  battle  of  tf^e  Ya-lu).  For  this  reason  the  Japanese 
hardly  ever  move  their  guns  until  darkness  i^eta  in. 

(35)  Owing  to  their  shorter  range  the  JapiineBc  inonntain 
batteries  utibze  indirect  fire  more  than  the  field  artillr*ry,  in 
order  to  obtain  perfect  concealment*  Th**y  have  thu**  been 
aUe  to  ereep  up  ehj^e,  and  HOtuetimes  fire  all  day  without  their 
exMt  position  being  discovered, 

(36)  Metal  aiming  posts  are  carried  by  the  Japanese  field 
luiJ  uiountMin  artiilcrJ^  antl  also  stc^p-laddern  by  the  former, 
from  which  the  cummaniiing  officer  of  the  battery  can  uliserve. 

(37)  The  Japanese  gunners  are  very  el  over  at  concealing 
their  guns,  limbers,  and  wagons.  Their  ufiuaJ  procedure  in  to 
bring  up  three  wagons  aa  close  as  possible  to  the  guns,  and  to 
disguii^  tliem  fi^om  the  front  with  bundles  of  kaolianif,  bran^heSi 
&c.  Deep  boles  are  dug  fur  the  wagon  numbers  itnd  te^rvett, 
al»o  for  the  battery  and  section  commandera.  The  horses  arc 
always  sent  to  some  safe  place  behind  a  hill,  or  in  a  valley  well 
out  ef  harm's  way.  If  more  ammunitioD  is  required,  it  is  aa 
often  a»  not  brouj^ht  up  by  hand  instaati  of  bringing  up  fresh 
Wigoni ;  the  reason  being,  of  course,  that  the  shgbteet  move- 
manl  of  a  wagon  or  even  of  u  single  horse  would  probiibly  ct^usa 
n  series  of  rafafes  from  the  enemy.  On  the  Ist  September^ 
during  the  attiick  on  Manju^yama,  as  mentioned  before,  four 
fiild  batteriei  of  the  2iid  Di vidian  were  in  action  along  the 
oreBlline  of  a  long  low  ridge.  Behind  them  was  a  shallow  valley 
two  hundred  yards  wide,  and  then  another  similar  ridge  with 
A  elump  of  fir  trees  on  it.  During  the  whole  of  that  day,  the 
Eusian  artillery  burst  hundreds  of  shrapnel  over  the  second 
ridgVp  and  the  Jnpanese  gunners  eaea|ied  with  one  killod  and 
five  wounded.  Later  I  stood  in  the  Eus«^ian  position  and  saw 
bow  deceptive  ttie  two  ridges  were.  If,  however,  the  Ftussiim^ 
liari  fireti  a  percussion  shrapnel  or  two  they  mijiht  have  dis- 
co verrd  thrir  mistake.  One  Rua'ii&n  batterj*  at  this  fight,  which 
absolutely  baffled  detection,  was  placed  clo^  up  to  and  in  rear 
of  a  kaoliiing  cT^y\K  The  thick  crop  conc».aIiHl  th*^  fliiahes,  while 
the  eectign  offic^m  ntaudlng  50  yards^  in  rear  could  sec  plainly 

■Mrer  the  kaoliang. 
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3.  To  assist  the  direction  and  control  of  the  fire  along  this 
front,  to  locate  the  enemy's  batteries  and  keep  the  groups 
informed  of  their  whereabouts,  the  artillery  colonel  on  the  staff 
of  the  First  Army  was  stationed  on  the  north  point  of  Hsiao-lia- 
chia-yu  Shan  which  rose  about  450  feet  almost  sheer  firom  the 
valley.  It  was  a  central  and  commanding  point  from  which  an 
extensive  view  of  the  Russian  position  and  of  large  portions  of 
the  valley  beyond  was  obtained.  On  this  point  the  colonel  on 
the  staff  remained  from  the  26th  February  to  the  7th  March, 
assisted  by  two  adjutants  and  connected  by  telephone  with  all 
five  groups  and  with  First  Army  Qead-Quarters  on  Hua-koa-ling 
jShan. 

4.  Russian  AriUlery  Tactics  and  Gunnery. — On  the  26tb  atid 
27th  February  the  Russians  brought  about  sixty-four  guns  into 
action,  but  on  the  latter  date  the  Japanese  established  their 
superiority,  and  the  Russians  either  took  to  concealing  their 
guns  or  withdrew  some  of  them  from  this  practically  unassail- 
able front  for  use  elsewhere.  Anyhow,  after  that  date  their 
cannonade  slackened,  and  on  the  1st  March  they  only  brought 
thirty -five  guns  into  action,  on  the  4th  March  twenty-eight,  on 
the  5th  only  sixteen,  while  on  the  6th  and  7th  they  hardly  fired 
at  all  against  the  left  and  centre.  Some  prisoners  taken  in 
the  position  ascribed  the  weakening  of  the  fire  partly  to  the 
necessity  for  husbanding  ammunition. 

5.  During  this  fighting  the  Russians  made  a  very  extensive 
use  of  indirect  fire.  Of  the  sixty-four  guns  in  action  on  the 
26th  and  27th,  the  flashes  of  only  forty  were  visible,  while  of 
the  twenty-eight  firing  on  the  4th  only  one  battery  of  eight 

Kns  "  showed  flash."  This  latter  battery  was  very  well  placed 
hind  some  subsidiary  crest,  on  what  looked  to  us  like  the 
forward  slope  of  a  iiill  and  seemed  difficult  to  locate  exactly. 
To  conceal  their  flashes  thus,  the  batteries  must  have  been 
placed  far  back  from  the  crests,  ns  the  observation  station  on 
Hsiao-liu-chia-yu  Shan  was  from  150  to  200  feet  above  the 
Russian  positions  for  direct  fire;  they  must  therefore  have 
added  considerably  to  their  range  in  concealing  their  field  guns 
so  admirably.  They  had  also  a  battery  of  four  15-cm.  howitsers 
firing  from  somewhere  due  north  of  Wai-tou  Shan,  which  on 
the  1st  March  shelled  village  P  at  intervals  during  the  whole 
day,  making  very  good  practice,  without  the  Japanese  being 
able  to  find  it.  The  difficulty  of  locating  guns  when  the  flash 
is  hidden  suggests  the  idea  that  some  contrivance  for  simulating 
the  fiash*  would  often  be  very  useful  in  mystifying  and 
misleading  an  enemy. 

6.  In  addition  to  using  indirect  fire,  the  Russians,  when 
they  found  themselves  in  an  inferiority,  took  to  placing  their 
guns  in  groups  of  two  or  four,  and  to  shifting  these  small 
groups  whenever  the  Japanese  located  them   with  their  fire. 

*  This  was  done  \>^  \>o\i>i  «\d«&. 
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Altio,  when  they  thus  shifted  position  they  would  leave  dummy 
gtin  detachments  in  the  vacated  epaulments.  Some  of  these 
duttimieH  I  found  in  pouitioD  after  the  Rusisians  retreated. 

7*  Daring  night  attacks  an  artillery  duel  generally  took 
place,  and  at  such  times  the  Russians  employed  direct  6 re,  the 
Mash  of  every  gun  bciiug  viBible.  Their  shooting  at  night  was 
as  good  BB  by  day,  and  besides  Hring  at  the  Japanese  artillery, 
tliey  also  shelled  any  villagea  they  thought  might  shelter 
i^serves, 

8.  From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  Been  that  the  KusnianH 
made  good  use  »*i  tlieir  inferior  force  of  artilleiy^  A  marked 
improvement  has  taken  placo  sinc«  last  summer  in  the  Russian 
artillery  ;  their  positions  are  generally  better  chosen,  their 
shooting  is  better  and  their  batteries  more  intelligently  handletL 
Moreover,  pre^  corres|MHideuts  captured  at  Mukden  speak  of 
the  high  estimation  in  which  tlie  Russian  artillery  is  held  by  it» 
own  army.  The  Russians  had  certainly  had  over  four  months 
to  consider  the  aitillery  requirements  of  the  Sha  Ho  position, 
but  they  had  made  good  use  of  their  time,  prepared  plt^nty  of 
alternative  poaitioHH,  knew  tlieir  ranges  well,  and  hnd  provided 
each  set  of  epaulmmts  with  a  ran^4e*chart., 

!).  Only  in  observation  are  they  still  frequently  at  fault, 
antl  though  their  layers  are  good  and  their  fuzes  burst  at  a 
giH^d  height,  a  very  large  perct^iiUigt^  of  time-shrapuel  is  too 
long*  This  is  sometimes  excusable  when  Bring  at  a  battery  in 
action,  as  some  sliell  may  be  intended  for  the  wagons,  but  the 
same  fault  was  noticeable  when  they  were  shelUng  infantry  in 
position ^  Sometimes  the  error  was  one  of  only  twenty  yard«, 
but  it  made  all  the  difference  to  the  Jii panose  gunners.  On 
the  5th  March  I  iilso  saw  two  instances  of  aireleasn^Bs,  which 
reminded  me  of  some  of  last  summer  s  shooting.  In  the  tirst 
instance  a  battery  wasted  a  good  many  Bhell  in  firing  at  a  mere 
U lie  oi  abat tis  rou  nd  the  h  *o t  ( >f  Hs i*io- 1  i u -eh  i  a  *y u  Shan .  Th e  o n  ly 
excuse  for  this  wws  that  tlie  range  was  a  long  one,  over  6,000 
yards,  and  too  far  for  ordinary  glares  to  detidrmine  w^iether  there 
were  trenches  and  infantry  behind  the  abattis  or  not  -  and  though 
this  partictdar  ol^tacle  ought  to  have  been  a  familiar  oltject,  the 
Japanese  h*id,  a  few  nighta  previously,  pushed  infantry  torw^anl 
into  village  P,  and  the  Russian  gunners  probably  regarded  that 
bit  of  front  with  suspicion.  In  ibt  second  Instance  a  battery 
—the  same  one  I  think— wasted  a  large  number  of  perfect 
time  shmpuel  on  some  rows  of  kaoliang  sttilks  laid  out  in  the  bare 
Talley.  This  mi'ttjike  was  much  lem  excusable  as  the  range  waa 
H  fairly  short  one.  and  the  Svud  Httilks  had  l>een  lying  there  for 
nearly  five  montha  It  is  true  that  the  Japanese  infantry  had 
advanced  across  thst  portion  of  the  valley  the  previous  night 
and  obtained  a  foothold  on  the  Russian  side,  and  it  b  also  t^ue 
that  the  row.s  of  kuoliafig  in  question  were  arranged  like  a 
company  lying  tlown  in  column  of  sections  but  both  these  instances 
ienre  to  show  how  useful  it  is  for  a  battery  eommanding  otlicer 
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thoroughly  to  examine  all  ground  in  Us  front  and  e&nMlj  note 
any  object  which  the  beat  of  aetion  might  eanse  to  maaqneiade 
in  hostile  ffarb.    I  have  seen  the  same  mutake  made  with  respeek 

to  a  line  of  hurdles  at  an  Aldershot  field  day. 

10.  Now  and  then  the  Bussicms  would  fire  a  series  of  shrapnel 
burst  rather  short  and  very  high,  but  this  the  Japanese  cooBide^ 
is  done  purposely  with  the  object  of  obtaining  greater  dispersioiL 
The  rafale  still  holds  its  sway.  Time-shrapnel  is  also  still  used 
for  ranging,  an  occasional  percussion-shrapnel  being  fired  daring 
a  ''  series"  for  purposes  of  verification. 

11.  In  fact,  during  the  ten  days'  stationary  engagement, 
the  Bussian  gunners  furnished  several  good  lessons  as  to  how 
an  inferior  force  of  artillery  can  best  be  employed  on  the 
defensive. 

12.  Russian  Shrapnel. — In  a  previous  report  I  mentioned 
that  such  a  large  proportion  of  shnpnel  broke  up  when  burst, 
that  some  of  my  foreign  colleagues  could  not  inake  up  their 
minds  whether  the  Bussian  shrapnel  was  intended  for  a 
*'  shooter  "  or  for  a  "  burster,"  or  whether  a  proportion  of  both 
was  carried.  Very  many  cases  break,  or  rather  tear  up,  the 
lines  of  rupture  almost  invariably  starting  from  one  or  more  of 
the  small  holes  at  the  very  top  edge  of  the  case,  through  which 
pins  or  rivets  are  driven  to  hold  in  position  the  collar  into  which 
the  fuze  is  screwed.  The  collar  is  screwed  in,  in  addition  to 
being  riveted.  During  the  artillery  fip^hting  across  the  Sha  Ho. 
I  noticed  a  great  change  in  the  behaviour  of  the  Bussian 
shrapnel.  A  Japanese  lutiilery  officer  first  drew  my  attention 
to  it,  and  I  was  able  to  verify  his  statement,  a  broken  case 
being  the  exception  along  the  section  of  front  I  examined,  and 
unbroken  cases  were  lying  about  in  great  numbers.  I  must^ 
however,  have  hit  on  a  special  consignment,  as  fix>m  no  other 
parts  of  the  field  could  I  obtain  oonf  ormatory  report&* 

13.  Japanese  Tactics  and  Gunnery. — I  could  not  observe 
that  any  change  in  Japanese  methods  had  taken  place.  Their 
shooting  was  of  the  same  deliberate,  cai^eful  nature,  and,  Judging 
from  the  marks  I  found  round  the  Bussian  batteries  and 
trenches,  their  ranging  and  laying  were  as  good  as  ever.  Their 
positions  were  chosen  as  previously,  the  guns  being  generally 
placed  just  behind  a  crest  m  what  is  known  as  "  the  half-covered 
position."  This  position  is  the  favourite  one  of  the  Japanese 
gunners  in  the  attack.  The  flash  and  the  tops  of  the  wheels  are 
visible  to  the  enemy,  but  cover  is  easily  obtained  for  the  detach- 
ments. The  tops  of  the  low  parapets  of  the  epaulments  also 
show.  A  portion,  anyhow,  of  the  enemy's  position  must  be 
visible  over  the  sights,  and  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  fire  at 
points  invisible  over  the  sights,  indirect  fire  is  then  used.    The 

*  At  the  battle  of  Mukden  BHtinh  Attaoh^a  with  the  Second  JsfMiiese 
Army  rmrely  law  anj  broken  o^aeA. 
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>D  Wai-lou  Hhau  iired  directly.  A  good  deal  more  ranging 
iimi»-shrapoel  alone  i^,  I  am  in  formed  by  artillery  officers, 
imw  Wing  done.  It  ia  u^ed  (1)  wbeu  the  range  iu  abort,  (2)  at 
&  deetiug  target,  and  (3)  in  nmging  on  a  hidden  battery. 
PlwsiioG  makea  perfect,  and  the  aaving  of  %im^  is  considi'rable* 
Rttilgo-finderi»  are  now  Beldom  u^^ed.  A  gun  is  eervefi  kneeling, 
eiccept  duiitig  rapid  lire  when  the  inon  stand 

14,  Telephjmf9,  Sifjmilltnf/  and  TcleseopuB. — At  the  com- 
menctment  of  the  war  one  or  two  regiments  of  artillery  posaeased 
&  mt  of  U^lenhoneg,  tlie  }irivftte  arrangement  and  property  of  the 
regittnent,  rh#*e  have  proved  so  vnKiable  in  the  deliberately 
prepare  attacks  which  the  J&fianeMe  have  had,  as  a  rule,  to 
irarry  out,  that  they  have  come  to  be  conaidered  an  indiapenaible 
article  of  tJeld  artillery  equipment,  and  every  re^^iment  in  now 
l>oing  Herved  out  willi  a  Btt  by  the  QoveniininL  llie  fl?ig  has 
also  come  tu  be  oonsiderod  an  equally  tndi^^pen  sable  a^yunct  to 
the  telephone,  to  be  used  with  detached  ImtterieB,  in  a  light  on 
the  move,  or  in  the  event  of  the  telephone  wirea  being  cut  or 
getting  eroiiipied.  ^'li^g  eignfilUng  in  the  Japanete  army  in  in  itn 
infancy p  only  small  fliigSi  visible  with  glasses  up  to  2.000  yardi», 
being  UMOd  on  a  semaphore  ays  tern,  Though  every  buttery 
carrieH  them  and  utum  them,  there  m  no  recognised  syatem  in  ust. 
A  general  iysteni  will,  in  all  probalnlity,  t>e  introduced  after 
thit  war,  based  on  the  English  onr«  on  which  Japanese  offieen^ 
have  report^  favourably  to  their  Ck>vcmnient  from  Aldershot. 
In  touie  regimenta  megaphonea  are  also  u^ed.  A»  previouBly 
reported,  a  regimout  of  artillery  carries  but  a  single  telescope, 
but  one  h  now  shortly  tu  be  served  out  to  each  batUry, 

16.  Shtelfls. — Since  tht?  battle  of  the  Sha  Ho,  the  Japanese 
field  artillery  lias  adopted  the  i^hield.  The  Japanese  field  gun  is 
now  fitted  witli  a  light  steel  shield,  made  in  the  Japanese  amenals 
(Fig  a),  ft  is  small  and  light,  and  just  comes  down  to  the  gun. 
Tt  is  alHciut  18  inches  high,  and  ought  not  to  weigh  more  than 
35  ]\m.  It  is  bolted  to  the  back  raiUof  the  axle-tree  aeat*  along 
the  inside  of  them,  so  that  the  occupant  of  the  seat  leana  dirt^ctly 
agiynst  it ;  the  ends  are  therefore  curved  slightly  forwaitl 
towardi  the  mtjj^bs     The  top  is  aljout  4  feet  from  the  ground. 


Ftg  a 


Tig  1k^ 


J\ 


The  captured  Butaiati  guns  baire  also  hmn  fitted  with  shielda. 
These  latt«*r  wci^  made  at  Liao-yaii|{  and  are  very  heavy, 
weighing  aWut  106  Ibe,     Their  shape  i»  iliown  in  Fig.  k     The 
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mountaiu  battery  was  well  concealed  as  maal  behind  the  crest 
of  a  low  hill  opposite  San-chia-sai  on  the  Tang  Ho,  and  for  half 
an  hour  after  it  opened,  the  Russians  failed  to  discover  it  and 
luined  shrapne]  wide  of  the  mark.  After  a  few  ranging  shots 
at  the  Russian  guns,  the  Japanese  battery  turned  the  whole  of 
its  attention  on  a  deep  trench  lined  with  Russian  iu&ntry  al 
about  1,200  yards  range  across  the  river.  After  some  fifteeii 
or  twenty  shrapnel  had  burst  accurately  in  front  of  tiie  trench, 
I  was  surprised  to  see  the  Russians  leave  the  cover  and  retreat 
up  the  slopes  of  the  hill  behind.  In  a  few  minutes  they  had 
nearly  all  Jef  t  and  were  scrambling  up  the  steep  hill  side,  like 
scattered  sheep,  fully  exposed  to  view  fix)m  the  battery,  which 
continued  to  follow  them  up,  but  somewhat  sparingly,  with 
shrapnel.  Whatever  the  killing  eflFect  of  shrapnel  may  be,  the 
moral  effect  has  been  evidenced  in  this  war  by  the  fact  that 
troops  always  dig  themselves  shelter  wherever  they  may  happen 
to  be. 

(52)  In  an  order  issued  by  General  Europatkin  to  his 
artillery  on  the  subject  of  unnecessary  expenditure  of  ammu- 
nition, found  after  the  capture  of  Liao-yang,  the  normal  effect 
of  artillery  was  aptly  described  in  the  follo¥m[ig  sentence. 
'^  The  enemy  fear  the  ammunition  yet  to  be  fired  far  more  than 
the  rounds  already  fired  or  being  fired." 

(63)  High-escpUmve  Shell. — That  the  Japanese  carry  a  jwo- 
portion  of  high-explosive  shell  (about  25  per  cent)  is  now  well 
known  throughout  the  world,  thanks  to  war  correspondents, 
who  have  allowed  themselves,  when  writing,  to  go  into  ecstacies 
about  the  destructive  effects  of  these  projectiles.  The  Japanese 
have  used  them  a  great  deal,  and  claim  to  have  obtained  satis- 
factory results,  but  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  observe,  their 
principal  use  has  been  in  reaching  the  Russian  artillery  at 
distances  beyond  the  effective  range  of  the  Japanese  shrapnel, 
These  shells  split  up  into  numerous  elongated  sharp  splinters 
capable  of  causing  terrible  wounds,  and  when  properly  detonated 
in  a  confined  space  such  as  a  trench  or  even  on  rocky  hilltqps, 
their  man-killing  effect  is  probably  very  greai  On  the  culti- 
vated plains,  however,  they  cannot  be  of  very  much  use,  and  the 
large  number  of  unexploded  shells  which  I  have  seen  lying 
about  duiing  the  recent  fighting  shows  that  on  soft  ground  the 
base  fuze  does  not  always  act.  In  an  ordinary  ploughed  field 
they  make  a  pit  of  about  a  yard  in  diameter. 

(54)  After  the  fighting  on  the  12th  October  near  San^tai- 
tzu,  I  counted  130  pits,  many  of  which  had  been  made  by 
Japanese  high-explosive  shell,  in  and  within  twenty  yards 
distance  of  where  a  Russian  field  batter^'  had  been  for  two 
days.  Some  of  the  pits  were  within  a  few  feet  of  w&ere  the 
Russian  guns  must  have  been,  yet  the  battery  retired  without 
leaving  any  further  trace  of  its  equipment  having  been  damaged 
than  a  broken  ammunition  tray.  I  have  often  inquired  from 
Japanese  ofiicers  what  their  opvEoonE  «\m\l^  iVvoiei^  shftUa  are,  and 
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have  ganurally  met  with  the  answer  i  "  that  they  aro  very  tiHof al 
for  nmdiicig  the  enemy^a  arfcUIery/' 

(55)  Provided  we  can  procure  an  exjilosive  as  gooil,  if  not 
bt^iier  than  that  ased  by  the  Ja}>ane3e  field  artillery,  it  would 
seem  advisable  that  our  field  and  mouutain  batteries  should  also 
carry  ab»ut  20  per  cent,  of  these  pmjec tiles. 

(56)  AfHUery  Fire  at  Night — Artillery  od  both  sides  hae 
bi^cn  generally  Indent  at  night  In  the  fight  at  Chi*! a- ton  on 
the  night  of  tho  18th  July;  the  Russian  artillerj*  fired  at  two 
Japan esa  infantry  r«^giinent8  which  epent  the  night  entrenching 
ID  iorne  cmps  about  1,200  yar>U  from  the  Rusaian  posit ioo.  The 
Japanese  did  not  expose  their  position  and  numbers  by  returning 
the  fir^  until  the  morning,  but  ha^l  280  casualtieB, 

At  2  aiiL  (in  the  12th  October,  two  Japanesi^  mountain  gnns 
which  tiad  been  placed  in  poftition  on  the  roa^i  at  the  Ta  Ling 
o}}ened  fir©  on  a  large  body  of  Russians*  advancing  from  the 
north,  at  400  yards  range,  and  reftulsed  them. 

On  the  lOtij  October  t.  watched  a  Japanese  mountain  battery 
of  the  10th  Division  take  up  its  position  for  tho  night  in  the 
line  of  defence.  At  first  the  gun  pits  were  carelullv  made ; 
then,  befare  the  guns  were  brought  np,  lines  of  tire  were  laid 
out  to  six  important  points  in  tlie  land.<icape,  ThJ«  wns  done 
with  short  lengths  of  kcadi^auj.  Otic  man  stood  in  the  gun  position 
with  a  long  piece  of  kaoliang,  and  directed  the  others,  who 
planted  three  more  in  line  with  him  and  each  of  the  [)ointH 
aimed  at.  After  this  was  done  tlie  rentre  pieces  on  the  top  of 
the  crest  of  the  ridgo  behind  which  the  giin^  were  placed  were 
broken  off  short,* 

(57)  Cam  5Aof.— No  case  shot  is  carried  by  the  Japane«e 
field  artillery.  It  is  considered  that,  though  undoubtedly  u^^eful 
in  defen^itve  positions  at  night,  it  is  not  worth  carrying  for  such 
occasional  use. 

(58)  HoTBt  ArttUsry, — It  is  difficult  to  say  much  abont 
hors«  artillery  with  reference  to  this  war,  as  the  Japanese  have 
not  got  any;  and  owing  to  the  lack  of  enterprise  on  the  part  of 
the  Russian  cavalry  the  horse  artillery  with  it  faaa  had  little 
opportunity  of  distinguishing  itself. 

(59)  Owing  to  the  mountainous  nature  of  Urn  country  in 
which  moyt  of  tho  fighting  of  the  Fimt  Army  has  taken  ptace^ 
and  the  absence  of  cavalry  work  on  both  sides.  h.id  there  been 
any  horse  artillery  with  the  Japanese  army  it  would  have  had 
little  opportunity  of  doing  moro  than  theortlinary  field  batteriea. 
After  the  capture  of  Liao-yaug,  however,  the  relative  positions 
of  the  two  opposing  forces  offered  excellent  chances  for  cavalry 
and  horse  artillery  work* 

(60)  The  whole  Russian  army  waH  allowed  to  retreat  under 
cover  of  its  artillery  practically  unmolestiKl  by  the  Japanese 

*  Bm  fi glare  opposite  pn^  602. 
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guns.  On  the  4th  and  5th  SeptemW  rsdn  ttiAdd  file  rofM  so 
heavy  that  the  Japanese  field  artillery  wafl  hardly  able  to  move 
at  all,  much  less  pursue.  On  the  6th  I  passed  the  2tid  Division 
artillery  toiling  along  the  road  west  of  Manjo->yatiia,  over  whieh 
any  British  field  battery  could  have  gone  at  a  steady  troi 
Quns  and  wagons  were  strung  out  at  intervals  of  a  hundred 
yards  or  more,  and  it  was  only  by  the  exertions  of  the  ganners 
that  the  worst  places  were  negotiated.  The  roads  by  which  the 
Russiaus  were  retiring  were  doubtless  equally  muddy,  so  it 
speaks  well  for  them  that  they  were  able  io  get  all  their 
transport  and  guns  safely  away. 

(61)  Once  the  crops  were  cut,  the  country  between  Yen-tai 
Coal  Mine  and  the  railway  presented  no  difficulty  to  the  rapid 
movement  of  cavalry  and  artillery  in  any  direction.  Henty  of 
waiter,  forage  stacked  in  every  field,  no  fences  or  ditches^  in 
fact  an  idwl  country  for  mounted  troops.  The  Russians  are 
said  to  have  had  a  very  large  force  of  cavalry,  yet  beyond  a 
futile  attempt  to  get  behind  the  Jaj^nese  right  wing,  they  did 
nothing. 


^^hir^pmfe^0^Z. 


panese  method  oF  laying  out  lines  of  Fine  Fop  Night  use 
with  short  /engths  of  kaoliang. 


Centre  pegs  4-6' 

others  I'-S'in  length 
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(30)  Field  Artilleir;  with  special  reference  to  the 
Battle  of  Mukden. 


Report  by  Lieut-ColoBel  C.  Y.  Hume,  D,S.0.,  Royal  Artillery, 
Tokio,  30tli  May  1905. 


Pkde, 

Sketch   of  a  portion    of    the   Sha   Ho   Valley   to 
illustrate  the  control  of  fire  from  2Gtb  February 


to  7th  March  1805 


'     Map  86, 


1.  Fire  Control  along  a  Wid^  -Fro  ni.^The  portion  of  front 
I  was  able  to  observe  during  the  first  ten  days  of  the  battle  of 
Mukden  (the  26  th  February  to  the  7th  March  1905)  wad  aevea 
or  oight  miles  long  and  extended  along  the  Sha  Ho  valley  in 
the  moantains.*  Both  antagonista  tiad  been  entrenching  them- 
aelves  ftinee  the  15th  Oefol»i*r,  and  the  Russian  poaitton  along  the 
belt  of  hills  on  the  nortli  ^ide  of  tlie  valley  had  l>ecorne  a  inoflt 
Formtdable  ono,  with  two  or  three  lineEi  of  trenchee  and  plentiful 
obntacles.  The  Russian  artillery  positions  woro  generally  in 
the  cols,  between  200  and  300  feet  above  the  valley,  and  the 
formatifin  of  I  be  ground  attbrded  the  Russian Se%'ery  opportuDity 
for  withdrawing  guns  or  altering  poeitions  under  fire  and  for 
th©  employmeiit  of  indirect  firo ;  the  knolls  and  peaka  also 
provided  good  observ^ation  stations. 

3.  For  the  Japane^,  the  opening  stage  of  the  liattle  along 
this  section  of  front  partook,  therefore,  of  the  nature  of  mild 
siege  operations^  and  the  guns  were  distributed  a^  shown  on 
the  map.  With  the  exception  of  groape  B  and  E,  tlie  positions 
were  on  comparatively  low  ^aouna,  hut  the  command  was  th» 
best  obtainable,  due  regard  IjeinghiMl  t^)  accessibility  and  range. 
Thd  gtmi  of  groups  X,  C*  and  D  were  from  100  to  200  feet 
abo%'e  the  valley  ;  group  B  on  Waitou  Shan>  on  the  other  band, 
was  about  400  feet  up,  and  group  E  probably  undt^r  100  feet 
lower.  Qroupi  A  and  B  behtnged  to  uie  Guard  Division,  hut 
owing  to  the  tie  of  the  ground,  the  officer  commanding  the 
Divisional  ArtilK-ry  was  unable  tu  direct  the  fire  of  both.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  groujis  D  and  E,  whirh  belonged  to  another 
divUion  :  group  C  belonged  to  an  independent  brigade. 
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3.  To  assist  the  direction  and  oontrol  of  the  fire  along  this 
front,  to  locate  the  enemy's  batteries  and  keep  the  groups 
informed  of  their  whereabouts,  the  artillery  colonel  on  the  staff 
of  the  First  Army  was  stationed  on  the  norUi  point  of  Hsiao-liu- 
chia-yu  Shan  which  rose  about  450  feet  almost  sheer  fix>m  the 
valley.  It  was  a  central  and  commanding  point  from  which  an 
extensive  view  of  the  Russian  position  and  of  large  portions  of 
the  valley  beyond  was  obtained.  On  this  point  the  oolcmel  on 
the  staff  remained  from  the  26th  February  to  the  7th  March, 
assisted  by  two  adjutants  and  connected  by  telephone  with  all 
five  groups  and  with  First  Army  Head-Quarters  on  Hna-kou-ling 
^han. 

4.  Russian  Artillery  Tactics  and  Gunnery. — On  the  26th  and 
27th  February  the  Russians  brought  about  sixty-four  guns  into 
action,  bat  on  the  latter  date  the  Japanese  established  their 
superiority,  and  the  Russians  either  took  to  concealing  their 
guns  or  withdrew  some  of  them  from  this  practically  unassail- 
able front  for  use  elsewhere.  Anyhow,  after  that  date  their 
cannonade  slackened,  and  on  the  1st  March  tbey  only  brought 
thirty -five  guns  into  action,  on  the  4th  March  twenty-eight,  on 
the  5th  only  sixteen,  while  on  the  6th  and  7th  they  hardly  fired 
at  all  against  the  left  and  centre.  Some  prisoners  taken  in 
the  position  ascribed  the  weakening  of  the  fire  partly  to  the 
necessity  for  husbanding  ammunition. 

5.  During  this  fighting  the  Russians  made  a  very  extensive 
use  of  indirect  fire.  Of  the  sixty-four  guns  in  action  on  the 
26th  and  27th,  the  fiashes  of  only  forty  were  visible,  while  of 
the  twenty-eight  firing  on  the  4th  only  one  battery  of  eight 
^ns  "  showed  flash."  This  latter  battery  was  very  well  placed 
behind  some  subsidiary  crest,  on  what  looked  to  us  like  the 
forward  slope  of  a  liill  and  seemed  difficult  to  locate  exactly. 
To  conceal  their  flashes  thus,  the  batteries  must  have  be^ 
placed  far  back  from  the  crests,  as  the  observation  station  on 
Hsiao-liu-chia-yu  Shan  was  from  150  to  200  feet  above  the 
Russian  positions  for  direct  fire;  they  must  therefore  have 
added  considerably  to  their  range  in  concealing  their  field  guns 
so  admirably.  They  had  also  a  battery  of  four  15-cm.  howitasers 
firing  from  somewhere  due  north  of  Wai-tou  Shan,  which  on 
the  1st  March  shelled  village  P  at  intervals  during  the  whole 
day,  making  very  good  practice,  without  the  Japanese  being 
able  to  find  it.  The  difficulty  of  locating  guns  when  the  flash 
is  hidden  suggests  the  idea  that  some  contrivance  for  simulating 
the  flash*  would  often  be  very  useful  in  mystifying  and 
misleading  an  enemy. 

6.  In  addition  to  using  indirect  fire,  the  Russians,  when 
they  found  themselves  in  an  inferiority,  took  to  placing  their 
guns  in  groups  of  two  or  four,  and  to  shifting  these  small 
groups  whenever  the  Japanese  located  them   with  their  fire. 

*  This  was  done  by  both  sides. 
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AUio,  when  tlmy  thus  shifted  position  they  would  leave  dummy 
gun  ile^taehment^  in  the  vacated  epaulmenta.  Some  of  these 
domniieH  I  found  in  poi^ttion  after  ihu  Busaians  retreatt'd. 

T*  During  uight  attacks  an  artillery  duel  generally  took 
p1ae^»  and  at  such  times  the  Russians  employed  direct  fire,  the 
flash  of  every  gun  being  vtsible.  Their  shooting  at  night  wm 
aa  good  as  hy  day,  and  besides  Bring  at  the  Japanese  artillery, 
they    also  shelled    any    villages    they    thought    might   shelter 

8.  From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  aeen  that  the  Kus»ianij 
made  good  use  <if  their  inferior  force  of  artillery.  A  marked 
improvement  has  taken  place  since  laat  summer  in  the  Enssian 
artillery  ;  their  positions  are  generally  better  chosen,  their 
shooting  in  better  and  their  batteries  more  intelligently  handled. 
Moreover,  press  correspondents  captured  at  Mukden  speak  of 
thd  high  estimation  in  which  the  Russian  ardUery  is  held  by  its 
own  army.  The  Ruasians  had  certainly  had  over  four  monthly 
to  eonnider  the  aHillery  requirements  of  the  Sha  Ho  position* 
hut  tfioy  had  made  gtwd  use  of  their  tiine»  prepared  plenty  of 
alternative  positions,  knew  their  ranges  well,  and  had  provided 
each  net  of  epanlments  with  a  ran ^^e -charts, 

9.  Only  in  observation  are  they  still  frequently  at  fault, 
though  their  layers  are  good  and  their  fuzes  burst  at  a 

height,  a  very  large  percentage  of  time-shrapnel  is  too 
This  is  sometimes  excusable  when  firing  at  a  butery  In 
aetion,  as  some  shell  may  be  intended  for  the  wagons,  hut  thts 
same  fault  was  noticeiible  when  tbey  wore  sbelHfig  infantry  in 

Eo«iition,  Sometimes  the  error  was  one  of  only  tweuty  yards, 
ut  it  made  all  the  difference  to  the  J«paneae  gunners.  On 
the  5th  March  I  also  saw  two  instances  of  cJireleaHnesi*,  which 
reminder]  me  of  some  of  last  summers  sluK>ttng.  In  i\n*  first 
iitstance  n  battery  wasted  a  good  many  g^hcll  in  firing  at  a  mere 
line  of  abattis  round  the  foot  of  Hsiao- liu-chia-yii  Shan.  The  ouly 
eicuse  for  this  w^s  that  the  range  was  a  long  one,  over  f^^OOO 
yards,  and  too  far  for  ordinary  glaiiestodetemiine  wh lather  there 
were  trenehes  and  infantry  beliini!  the  almttis)  or  not ;  and  tliough 
this  partictihir  obstacle  ought  to  have  been  a  familiar  object,  the 
Japanetse  hiid,  a  few  nights  previously,  pushed  inlantry  ibrwaixi 
into  village  P,  and  the  HuBHian  gunners  probably  regartieil  tliat 
hit  of  front  wiUi  suspicion.  In  the  »econd  instanct^  a  batU^ry 
—the  same  one  I  think — wiisttd  a  lar^ge  numWr  t>f  perfect 
imo  shriipnel  on  some  rows  of  kaoliang  .stalks  laid  out  in  the  bare 
alley.  This  mistake  was  much  less  excusable  as  the  range  waa 
fairly  short  one,  and  the  said  stalks  had  been  lyin^  there  for 
early  five  months.  It  is  true  that  the  Japanese  infantry  had 
"vanci*d  across  thnt  j>ortion  of  the  valley  the  previous  night 
[d  obtained  a  foothold  on  the  Russian  side,  and  it  is  als^i  true 
the  rows  of  kaoliang  in  question  were  arranged  like  a 
y  lying  down  in  column  of  sections  but  both  these  imttaneea 
irvt  (o  show  how  uw^ful  it  is  Cor  a  battery  commanding  officer 
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thoroughly  to  examine  all  ground  in  hifl  front  and  car«fiiny  noti 
any  object  which  the  beat  of  action  might  cause  to  macqwiTade 
in  hostile  £arb.    I  have  seen  the  same  mistake  made  with  reqieek 

to  a  line  of  hurdles  at  an  Aldershot  field  day. 

10.  Now  and  then  the  Russians  would  fire  a  series  of  shrapnel 
burst  rather  short  and  very  high,  but  this  the  Japanese  oonsidw 
is  done  purposely  with  the  object  of  obtaining  greater  diBpersioa. 
The  rafale  still  holds  its  sway.  Time-shrapnel  is  also  soil  used 
for  ranging,  an  occasional  percussion-shrapnel  being  fired  during 
a  "  series"  for  purposes  of  verification. 

11.  In  fact,  during  the  ten  days'  stationary  engagement^ 
the  Russian  gunners  furnished  several  good  lessons  as  to  how 
an  inferior  force  of  artillery  can  best  be  employed  on  the 
defensive. 

12.  Russian  Shra/pneL — In  a  previous  report  I  mentioned 
that  such  a  large  proportion  of  shrapnel  broke  up  when  bursty 
that  some  of  my  foreign  colleagues  could  not  make  up  their 
minds  whether  the  Russian  shrapnel  was  intended  lac  a 
**  shooter  "  or  for  a  "  burster/'  or  whether  a  proportion  of  both 
was  carried.  Very  many  cases  break,  or  rather  tear  up,  the 
lines  of  rupture  almost  invariably  starting  from  one  or  more  of 
the  small  holes  at  the  very  top  edge  of  the  case,  through  which 
pins  or  rivets  are  driven  to  hold  in  position  the  collar  into  which 
the  fuze  is  screwed.  The  collar  is  screwed  in,  in  addition  to 
being  riveted.  During  the  artillery  fighting  across  the  Sha  Ho, 
I  noticed  a  great  change  in  the  behaviour  of  the  Russian 
shrapnel.  A  Japanese  i^illery  officer  first  drew  my  attention 
to  it,  and  I  was  able  to  verify  his  statement,  a  broken  case 
being  the  exception  along  the  section  of  front  I  examined,  and 
unbroken  cases  were  lying  about  in  great  numbers.  I  must^ 
however,  have  hit  on  a  special  consignment,  as  fix>m  no  other 
parts  of  the  field  could  I  obtain  conf  ormatory  reporta* 

18.  Japanese  Tactics  and  Ounnery. — I  could  not  observe 
that  any  change  in  Japanese  methods  hud  taken  place.  Their 
shooting  was  of  the  same  deliberate,  careful  nature,  and,  judging 
from  the  marks  I  found  round  the  Russian  batteries  and 
trenches,  their  ranging  and  laying  were  as  good  as  ever.  Their 
positions  were  chosen  as  previously,  the  guns  being  generally 
placed  just  behind  a  crest  in  what  is  known  as  "  the  half-covered 
position."  This  position  is  the  favourite  one  of  the  Japanese 
gunners  in  the  attack.  The  flash  and  the  tops  of  the  wheels  are 
visible  to  the  enemy,  but  cover  is  easily  obtamed  for  the  detach- 
ments. The  tops  of  the  low  parapets  of  the  epaulments  also 
show.  A  portion,  anyhow,  of  the  enemy's  position  must  be 
visible  over  the  sights,  and  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  fire  at 
points  invisible  over  the  sights,  indirect  fire  is  then  used.    The 

*  At  the  battle  of  Mukden  Britinb  Attach^  with  the  Second  Japaiiese 
Army  nurely  eaw  any  broken  cased. 
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guns  on  Wai-tou  Shaii  fired  directly,  A  gooddisl  niOES  r&uging 
wiili  iim^shraput)!  alone  1%  I  am  mformed  by  aiiillety  offieer^^ 
lujw  b<*iijg  dime.  It  h  used  (1)  when  th©  range  h  i*hort,  (2)  at 
a  Heetmg  target,  and  (3)  iu  ranging  on  a  Liddoo  bsittery, 
Practioe  makea  perfect,  tuid  the  fiaving  af  tiuiB  is  coiiaidivrable, 
Ilan^'liiiij^rH  afe  now  deldoiii  used.  A  guo  is  B^rved  kneeUng^ 
except  during  rapid  fire  when  the  men  stmid* 

14.  Tdephonr%  SignftUiiu/  arul  Tek8('0pe»,'^Ai  the  com- 
uieneement  of  the  war  one  or  two  regimen ta  of  artil]er>^  posse«8ed 
a  flet  of  toliinhones,  the  j^rivate  arrangement  and  property  of  the 
regiment  Th^se  have  proved  so  vahiahle  in  the  deliWrately 
prepared  attacks  which  the  Japaneiie  have  had,  as  a  rule,  to 
imrry  ont»  that  they  have  come  to  be  conaidered  an  indispensible 
article  of  field  artiHory  equipment*  and  every  regiment  is  now 
being  fierved  out  with  a  set  by  the  Ooveniment  The  flag  has 
abo  cuuie  to  be  conMidered  an  equally  itu  lit;  pen  sable  adjunct  to 
the  telephone,  to  b«  used  with  detached  Uitte Hob,  in  a  figiit  on 
the  move,  or  in  the  event  of  the  telephone  wirea  being  cut  or 
getting  crooAed.  Flag  eignalling  in  the  Jnpane«e  army  ia  in  ita 
infancy,  only  Auiall  flagH,  vlaible  with  glasses  up  to  2,000  yards, 
\mng  vmtd  on  a  semaphore  system.  Though  every  battery 
carrieit  them  and  uaes  thetn.  there  ifi  no  recogaij^d  i»yHtern  in  nm* 
A  general  ayateni  will,  iu  all  probability »  be  introducL^d  after 
the  war,  based  on  the  Englijiih  one,  on  wbicli  Japanese  offieem 
ha^^e  reported  favouml»ly  to  their  Oovenuueut  from  Aldemhot 
In  some  regiments  megaphoneii  are  also  u»ed.  A»  previuualy 
reported,  a  rt^giment  of  artillery  carries  but  a  single  telescope^ 
hut  one  is  now  shortly  to  !>e  served  out  to  each  battery* 

15,  Shields. — Since  the  Imttle  of  the  Sha  Ho,  the  Japanese 
field  artillery  has  adopte<J  tlio  shield.  The  Japanese  field  gun  b 
now  fitted  with  a  light  steel  shield,  made  in  the  Jajianese  arsenals 

^  ff ig.  a)*  It  is  small  and  light,  and  just  eornes  down  to  the  gun. 
It  IS  anient  18  inches  high,  and  ought  not  to  weigh  more  than 
35  Ib$,  It  is  bolted  to  the  back  rails  of  the  axle-tree  aeata  along 
the  inside  of  them,  so  that  the  occupant  of  the  seat  teann  dirinHly 
against  it ;  the  enda  are  therefore  curved  slightly  forward 
towards  the  muzzle*     The  top  is  about  4  feet  fix>m  the  ground* 


The  oaptnred  Ruwian  guna  have  also  been  fitted  with  sbielda 
These  latter  wer^  made  at  Liao->aug  and  are  very  heavy, 
waighing  about  166  Iba*     Their  shape  is  shown  in  Fig,  k     The 
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top  of  the  shield  is  about  5  feet  from  the  groand.  Tlie 
between  the  trail  and  the  wheels  are  about  14  ineheB  wide,  and 
clear  the  ground  by  some  6  inches.  They  are  hinged  about 
15  inches  from  the  bottom,  and  the  hnngi^  end  is  fastened  up 
under  the  axle-tree  seat  when  travelling,  ^e  shield  is  clamped 
to  the  axle-ti*ee  by  two  clamps  on  each  side  of  the  carriage,  and 
bolted  to  the  top  rail  of  ecu^h  axle-tree  seat  by  a  single  bolk  It 
is  thick  enough  to  stop  shrapnel  bullets  and  splinters.  I  saw 
one  shield  which  had  been  struck  by  shrapnel  cases  near  point 
(x)  ;  two  large  rents  had  been  made  and  the  back  of  the  axle- 
tree  had  been  smashed  off.  The  rents  had  been  hammered  toon 
the  field,  leaving  only  a  small  hole,  and,  as  a  temporary  measure, 
a  stay  of  telegraph  wire  had  been  fastened  from  the  bolt-hole  to 
the  front  of  the  axle-tree  seat. 


16.  That  the  shields  had  prevented  many  casualties 
evident  from  the  large  number  of  bullet  marks  they  show,  bat 
the  great  majority  of  the  officers  I  have  spoken  to  on  the  subject 
are  of  opinion  that  the  advantage  of  the  protection  afforded  by  a 
large  shield  is  more  than  outweighed  by  its  weight,  especially  in 
the  case  of  the  undersized  Japanese  horses.  As,  however,  they 
find  layers  hard  to  pick  and  train,  they  are  nearly  all  inikvour 
of  a  small,  light  shield,  which  would  protect  a  layer's  head  and 
shoulders  and  give  him  confidence.  An  artiUery  officer  on  the 
staff  of  the  First  Army  does  not  see  any  sense  in  the  continental 
objection  to  shields  on  the  ground  that  they  furnished  a  big 
mark  to  the  enemy's  gunners  :  he  says  they  are  not  laige  enough 
to  assist  laying — anyhow  at  ordinary  ranges. 

17.  Alteration  in  Elevating  Oear. — Another  innovation 
since  the  battle  of  the  Sha  Ho  is  an  arrangement  by  which 
increased  elevation  can  be  given  to  the  Japanese  field-gun,  tiios 
necessitating  less  trail-sinking  than  heretofore.  15  degrees 
extra  elevation  can  now  be  given  by  means  of  a  gun-metal 
detachable  base  to  the  clinometer  arc.  The  side  elevation  of 
this  base  represents  a  right-angled  triangle,  the  breech  end  of 
the  base  being  a  right-angle  and  the  muzzle  end  an  angle  of  15 
degrees.  When  attached  to  the  clinometer  arc  and  fixed  to  tiie 
gun,  it  tilts  the  former  forward  through  an  angle  of  15  degrees. 
The  stay-plate  between  the  cheeks  of  the  carriage,  undemeatii 
the  breech,  which  was  formerly  horizontal,  has  now  been  bellied 
downwards  to  allow  the  breech  to  sink  to  the  position  which  a 
long  range  requires.  When  laid  with  the  maximum  elevation 
of  35  degrees,  the  axis  of  the  gun  and  the  trail  are  practically  in 
a  straight  line.  The  original  20  degrees  on  the  arc  gave  a  range 
of  nearly  6,900  yards,  the  35  degrees  now  available  give  a  range 
of  7,750  yards — a  very  useless  one  with  these  littie  guns. 

Id.  Cover  for  Guns. — At  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  sealed 
pattern  gun  pit  was  invariably  used,  but  now  every  command- 
ing officer  makes  his  own,  suiting  tlie  form  to  the  ground  and 
circumstances.  The  pits  are  now  made  deeper  and  give  more  oover 
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to  th&  deiachnitMitg,  a  hint  taken  from  the  Russians,  and  when 
time  admiU  head*cuver  h  added.  Buritig  the  artillery  fighting 
ncv€im  the  8ha  Ha,  some  of  the  gunn  of  group  A*  weie  tiring  fiooi 
regular  Beld-i*i\seit)ates  with  Hplint€rprcH>f  roof^  restinif  on  walla 
orfttmdbag!^  and  tiiiiWn  Group  B  was  subject  to  enfilade  firs, 
m  tntich  no  that  the  lL*ft  gun,  pttsted  on  a  knoll  behind  that  tiank; 
waa  firing  at  right  angles  to  the  rt^m^iining  guns  of  the  group. 
The  guna  were,  therefore,  provided  with  ample  Bank  protection* 
Owing  to  the  extreme  difficulty  of  working  the  frozen  ground, 
e$andbag8  were  very  !iirg**ly  tisefl,  batteriee  carrying  large 
numbem  on  and  under  the  nxle-tree  seats,  on  the  ffjotlKJanh, 
&e  Wn ^on?*  were  seldotu  provided  with  arbitieial  cover,  being 
aa  a  rule  left  wtanding  on  the  open  i^ilopefi  beliiud  the  batteries  or 
plaeed  behind  any  natural  cover  which  happened  to  be  handy. 
Each  officer,  aa  usunh  liad  hia  own  shelter  and^  in  the  ca^a  of 
group  A,  the  romniander  of  the  regiment  had  a  splinterproof 
look-out  on  a  knoll  behind  the  centre  of  hiiiline  of  guii8|  whenoei 
with  the  help  of  hia  tete^'ope,  he  directed  the  fire  of  hia 
rilgiinefit.  As  regards  the  size  of  sandbags,  the  comtnander  of 
oat  of  the  infantry  bri^adoH  informed  nie  that  he  uj^ed  two 
fttZ66,  both  i*tfippcd  shrapnel  bullets  efjuaUy  well,  but  when  the 
Rus«!iian^  used  percuB^iiou  ^hell ,  aa  they  sometimea  did*  he  found 
that  the  larger  the  iiandbfig  the  better, 

19.  Effect  of  Fire,  losae*.  *fee,— The  e%perieneea  of  this  wAra^i 
to  the  tnateriftl  effect  which  artillery  In  the  field  mn  pnxiuce 
have  been  of  a  disappointing  nature  from  a  gunner'^  point  of 
view,  I  was  told  by  an  oHicer  that  op  to  and  incluoin^  the 
battle  of  Litto-yang  the  casualties  caused  by  RusBfan  artill**ry 
fire  were  only  seven  pi*r  cent  of  the  total  Japanese  loftHes,  but 
that  he  exp*H:teil  the  percentagv  wcitdd  be  greater  in  the  battle 
of  Mukden  owing  to  the  improveiuunt  in  the  Iiu»aiaii  ah(X>ttt)g« 
and  to  the  fact  that  the  Japanese  gunners  had  come  to  entertain 
no  groat  respect  for  the  Russian  shrapnel^  aod  had  tbereforre 
becotne  somewhat  caroie.^H  about  expo^^ing  tbemMlve&  The 
loaaefi  in  one  Jripjinese  artillery  regiment  (aix  batteries)  from 
Te'li-ssu  tcj  Mukden  had  been  12  oBicera  and  between  50  and  6U 
non-eoniuitttgioned  officers  and  men.  I  hope  shortly  to  obtain 
^me  statistics  on  the  subject  from  the  Fir»t  Army  Staff,  and 
can  only,  at  present,  give  a  couple  of  examples  wlach  can>e 
under  my  notice  during  the  battle  of  Mukden : — 

(1)  An  uietitioned  in  pn^ragraph  1,  betwectn  one  hundred 
and  twenty  and  one  hundred  and  chirty  guns  were 
engaged  in  an  artillery  light  for  t4^n  dnyn  lUong  a 
bmt  of  between  seven  and  eight  niile^.  During  that 
time  the  Jaftanese  gunners  only  loet  1  warrant  officer 
and  9  men  kiUed,  and  3  officers  (one  colonel)  and  73 
men  wounded.  The.se  sniall  hjsaea  are  attributable  to 
the   provision   of   good    cover*   the   intri>duction    of 
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shields,  the  somewhat  long  ranges  lit  which  the 
fighting  took  place,  and  the  large  peroeotage  of 
'"overs"  among  the  Russian  shrapnel.  Groop  B 
only  had  11  casualties,  and  3  of  these  were  eaiMd 
by  a  lucky  shrapnel  which  burst  in  the  look-oat 
station  at  the  north  end  of  Wai-tou  Shan.  This 
group  bad  been  subjected  to  some  severe  **  series  *'  st 
ranges  of  from  4,200  to  6,000  yards.  Group  C,  the 
guns  of  which  were  unprovided  with  shields,  deceived 
the  most  continuously  severe  fire  of  any  g^op,  bat 
during  the  first  seven  days  of  the  duel  it  only  had  a 
score  of  casualties.  Its  ranges  eertainly  were  long — 
6,000  to  6,000  yards. 
(2)  As  mentioned  in  paragraph  6,  a  Russian  battery  of 
15-cm.  howitzers  shelled  village  P  at  intervals  daring 
the  whole  of  the  1st  March.  The  village  wasbccapied 
by  what  I  estimated  to  be  two  companies  of  in&ntry, 
say,  four  hundred  men,  who  lay  behind  the  mud  and 
stone  walls  of  the  houses  and  enclosures.  The  Russians 
used  only  common  shell  containing  apparently,  some- 
thing stronger  than  black  powder,  and  they  caused 
the  Japanese  30  casualties  and  set  a  couple  of  houses 
on  fire. 

The  effect  on  material  has  also,  as  £Eur  as  I  know^  been  a 
negligible  quantity.  Not  a  single  gun  has  been  put  permanently 
out  of  action  in  the  First  Army  during  the  war  though  very 
many  wheels  have  had  to  be  replaced.  The  officer  referred  to 
in  para.  1 9  also  told  me  that  he  never  saw  a  gun  put  out  of 
action,  though  nearly  every  gun-wheel  has  had  to  be  replaced 
at  one  time  or  another.  The  immediate  supply  of  spare  wheels 
being  insufficient,  many  partially  damaged  gun-wheels  were 
replaced  with  sound  ones  from  the  wagons,  and  the  wagon- 
wheels  have  therefore  at  times  presented  a  somewhat  ragged 
appearance.  As  for  the  effect  of  the  Russian  shells  on  the 
Japanese  trenches,  it  has  been  practically  nil,  and  the  Japanese 
do  not  consider  that  they  have  any  valid  reasons  to  suppose  that 
on  this  head  they  have  been  any  more  successful  tiian  their 
opponents. 

20.  Heavy  Ouns, — Group  E,  as  stated,  contained  both  12-cm. 
(4*  7 -inch)  guns  and  15-cm.  (5*  9-inch)  howitzers.  The  former 
were  old  and  had  not  much  effect  beyond  the  moral  one  due  to 
long  range  but  the  latter  were  new  and  did  good  work.  They 
were  generally  used  to  assist  any  field-guns  which  happened  to 
be  engaged  in  a  duel  with  Russian  batteries,  especially  if  the 
latter  were  hidden,  and  they  were  also  very  useful  in  seardiing  the 
maas  of  ravines  opposite  them.  Common  shell  were  always  used 
against  visible  targets  on  ridges  and  in  rocky  and  frozen  ground, 
but  to  searcli  the  ravines  shrapnel  were  used,  burst  low.  The 
Fourth  Army  on  our  left  had  some  of  the  28-cnL  (11-inch) 
howitzers  from  Port  Arthur  attached  to  it,  in  addition  to  some 
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12  and  15 -cm.  batterieH.  jr\  It  hough  a  good  ten  miWefri>m  u?*,  we 
cotild  plAliily  Bee  the  heavy  columns  of  stcoke  which  followeil  the 
discharge  of  the  former.  The  re^tilts  ivbtained  frotn  these  big 
howitzere  were,  however^  very  disappointing.  Any  holes  made 
by  them  in  the  Ruseian  trenchea  during  the  day  were  always 
repaired  at  night,  and  tliougb  the  attack  of  the  infautrj^  of  the 
Fourtti  Army  vaja  tui^ant  to  be  ptished  home  if  a  frivourable 
opportunity  offered,  the  opening  never  occurred  in  «pite  of  the 
28*cni.  shellfi.  The  cannonade  of  the  Fourth  Asiny  was  very 
heavy  and  continuous,  but  the  Ru^ians  fttood  it  for  ten  days* 
and  did  not  Ad  ally  go  away  until  the  dangerous  Hituation  at 
Mukden  caused  a  general  withdrawal  all  along  the  line.  Ah 
rrgartis*  the  12  and  15*cm,  guns  and  howitzers*  of  tlut  Buf*siatiis, 
I  wttfl  tokl  that  the  men  were  a  bit  sh}'  of  them  ni  ttrst,  but  got 
quite  Ufied  to  them  after  a  couple  of  days. 

21.  From  the  Fore^ing  paragi'apha  two  dcductioD8  may  W 
made : — 
B  (I)  That  field  artillery,  though  provided  with  high-explonive 

^^^  and  common  nhell  can  produce  little  or  no  efleet  on 

^^^K  good  treuche^.  even  when  well  supported  by  tieavy 

^^  guns. 

^^^     (2)  That  though  in  a  &ie|^  the  heavier  your  guns  are  tho 
^^H  bt*tter,  yet  again.%t  the  linen  of  trenches  and  movable 

^^K  batteries  of  an  entri^nched  positiou  in  the  Held  there 

^^^K  comoj^  a  point  beyotiil  which  additional   gun-power 

^^^  means  energy  wanted. 

H  SS^  ArtUh^'y  in  the  Pufmtit — Thepursint  of  the  retreating 

■     BuBsiana  from  the  Hha  Ho  by  the  Fimt  Army  wan  an  infanti^ 

pursuit.     The  lack  of  cavalry  which  the  Japanese  army  suffers 

from,  and  the  absence  of  hor^e  artillery,  roljbed  it  of  its  essential 

cbaracteristicii,  and  I  do  not  thif»k  1  am  wrong  in  aaying  that  a 

I  couple  of  divisionji  of  cavalry  with  their  complement  of  honjc 
artillery  would  have  made  tho  defciit  of  the  Ku.sHiaim  complete 
And  overwhelming.  It  waa  the  one  opportunity  for  the  uhq  of 
meh  a  force  which  tho  wiu*  haa  offered  to  the  Japanese*  Never* 
thfileas  the  pursuit  wan  well  pressed  by  the  indomitable  <Ta]iiine.^ 
infantry,  and  that  it  waa  efibctive,  reaults  show.  The  artillery' 
had  on  se¥eml  ocoaaions  to  abandon  it^  uj^ual  delilmratc  method 

tof  occupying  i>o8ition^,  and  act  very  much  on  the  lines  laid  down 
in  our  regulations  for  artillery  in  the  pursuit,  I  will  mention 
ahortly  a  few  incideuts  which  occurred,  and  which  wilt  be  more 
fully  described  in  the  report  on  the  battle- 
23.  The  division  on  the  left,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  10th 
March,  attained  a  position  9|  miles  iu»th*eaat  of  Mukden.* 
Early  in  the  afternoon  it  found  itaadvaooe  opponed  by  a  RuK^ian 
batteiy  of  ei^ht  gunn  and  some  cavaliy/whioi  took  upa  (H^ition 
in  front  of  tlio  village  of  Fen-chia-koo,t  1 .500  yards  eaai  of  the 

•  S0§  Mop  61. 

i  VumMvM  ;  it  is  1,000  yardi  Eeath  of  To-hen^pn-Uti  (D  3  vrntth). 
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Mandarin  road.    The  division  put  six  batteries  in  position,  in 

two  groups,  on  some  high  ground  south  of  the  village,  the  tiiree 

four-gun  batteries    (Russian  guns)  on   the  right,  three  field 

batteries  on  the  left,  and  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  the  Bussian 

battery  ut  about  3,000  yarda     After  about  one  and  a  half  houn' 

firing,  four  guns  of  the  Russian  battery  with  some  cavalry  were 

seen  retiring  across  the  open  in  an  easterly  direction  from  the 

village  of  Ta-lien-pu-tzu,  which  lies  about  1,000  yards  north 

of  Fen-chia-kou,  towards  the  village  of  Ma-chang,  4,000  yards 

away.     All  six  batteries  immediately  concentrated  a  tremendous 

fire  of  shrapnel   and   high-explosive  shell  on  them   at  about 

4,000  yards,  and  when  the  clouds  of  dust  and  smoke,  caused  by 

the  bursting  shells,  cleartd  away,  all  four  guns,  wlddi  had  been 

following  e€u;h  other  very  closely,  were  seen  to  have  been  brought 

to  a  standstiU  through  casualties  €unong  the  horses.     The  other 

four  Russian  guns  remained  in  action  in  front  of  Fen-chia-kou, 

firing  at  the  Japanese  infantry  which  was  now  advancing  against 

them.     The  men  of  the  disabled  guns  and  cavalry  took  cover 

and  made  various  attempts  to  advance  and  withdraw  the  guns, 

but  every  attempt  was  foiled  by  the  accurate  shooting  of  the 

Japanese  guns.     In  the  meantime  the  three  four-gun  batteries 

changed  position  to  one  six  hundred  yards  more  to  the  front 

Half-an-hour  after  the  first  four  guns  had  been  brought  to  a  halt, 

a  fifth  gun  appeared  retiring  in  the  same  direction,  but  taking  a 

zigzag  course  at  full  gallop.     This  gun  safely  ran  the  gauntlet  to 

Ma-chang.     The  three  guns  which  remained  in  action  in  front 

of  Fen-chia-kou,  kept   up   their  fire   till   the  infantry  got  to 

within  six  hundred  yards  of  them,  and  then  surrendered,  there 

being  no  horses  to  take  them  away.     In  addition  to  the  seven 

guns  thus  captured,  a  large  number  of  ammunition  wagons  and 

a  good  supply  of  ammunition,  badly  wanted  by  the  four-gun 

batteries,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Japanese.     Later  on,  both 

groups  of  batteries  changed  position  again  and  advanced.     These 

changes  of  position  were  slow  and  cumbrous,  and  as  they  were 

undisturbed  by  the  enemv's  guns,  they  afford  no  lesson ;  but 

I  am   convinced  they  could  not  have  been  made  under   fire. 

During  the  whole  of  this  action  no  epaulments  were  made. 

24.  Captain  Jardine,  who  accompanied  the  centre  division, 
has  furnished  me  with  the  two  incidents  which  follow : — 

(1 )  In  forcing  the  passage  of  the  Hun  Ho,  on  the  10th  March, 
three  mountain  batteries  came  into  action  on  the 
level,  in  the  river  bed,  early  in  the  morning.  The 
crests  of  the  hills  on  the  north  bank  were  visible  to 
them,  but  they  themselves  were  concealed  by  the 
morning  mist  which  spread  like  a  sheet  over  the 
valley  to  a  height  of  twenty  or  thirty  feet.  The 
only  other  cover  was  provided  by  the  thin  withy  beds, 
in  the  centre  of  a  stretch  of  which  the  batteries  took 
up  their  position.  The  mist  and  withies  were  cover 
enough  and  after  a  ten  minutes'  duel  with  a  Russian 
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half  battery  on  tlie  bilb»  tim  latter  Imd  to  withdniw 
to  a  poAjtion  more  iii  r^ar.  The  RiiBsbss  used  direct 
fire  liut  were  unable  t<i  locate  the  Japatiesa  gana,  and 
caused  them  no  casualties  as  th^ir  shrapuel  Were  all 
burtit  too  long. 
(2)  Tim  division  entered  Tieh-Uog  oa  the  morning  of  the 
16th,  and  mart-bing  through  the  town,  reached  the 
village  of  San-to-pu  (E  2),  8  milt's  further  north,  at 
3  p.m.  Two  companies  of  the  enemy  appeared  on 
a  ftlope  3,000  to  4»000  yards  MWiiy»  whereupon  the 
general  commanding  promptly  ordered  np  a  field 
battery  which  came  into  action  in  an  enclosure  and 
fired  over  the  wall  which,  l^>€ing  a  high  one,  it  had 
to  Htand  thirty  fir  forty  yards  belli nd*  A  few  minntee 
liit^r  a  second  battery  camt»  np  ut  a  gallop  and  went 
into  action  in  the  open  one  hundnnl  and  fifty  yards 
to  the  left  of  the  firflt ;  it  was  followed  by  a  third 
battery  which  came  into  action  in  a  position  similar 
to  that  taken  np  by  tlio  first  Ijattery*  Aii  the  second 
batteiy  cjun©  into  taction,  four  Russian  guns  opened 
fire  and  n  rear  guard  action  took  place  and  laated  till 
dusk.  The  action  of  the  Japanese  artilleiy  was  as 
prompt  as  could  bo  liesired  on  this  occasion. 

£5. — (1)  The  division  on  the  right  ariived  close  to  the  south 
Imnk  of  the  11  un  Ho  on  the  night  of  the  9th  Marcli  juid 
bivouacked.  It  started  at  four  the  next  morning  to  cross, 
believing,  as  its  cav;ilry  had  reported,  that  the  hill>i  along  the 
north  bank  were  {»n)y  thtiity  held  by  a  small  Russian  rear 
guiml.  On  appmai  bing  the  river,  however,  a  hot  infantry  fire 
\i*iwojxnied  from  the  north  bank,  near  the  villajje  of  Wiin-pa* 
chieh  (E  4),  wfiere  a  wooden  hridi^e  made  by  the  Russians  waa 
[still  iftanding.  In  the  dark  neat,  intensified  by  the  morning  mist^ 
two  niountitn  batteries  wrn^  put  into  jiosition  in  the  open  valh^y 
south -eant  of  tlie  bridge  and  n  field  Uttteiy  south- wc»t  of  it.  The 
'Valley  h  here  two  and  a  half  mi  lea  to  three  miles  wide,  and  on  the 
iotith  l>ank»  flat  and  bare.  On  the  north  bank  rolling  hills  rise  one 
hundred  feet  or  so  close  to  the  river-  Tlie  river  bed  is  al>out  m 
mile  wide,  flat  ami  sandy,  with  some  exten^sive  but  thin  willow 
bed^.  When  the  first  streaks  of  dawn  appeared  a  few  RussianH 
eotdd  be  seen  on  the  gky-line^  and  when  ai^y  broke  the  Russian 
tn^nehos  beaime  visible*  The  mist,  however,  lay  over  the  valley, 
and  though  the  mountain  batteries  opened  fire  at  7.30  a.m.,  anil 
the  field  battery  at  8  a.m.f  the  Russians  could  tiot  aoe  tliem,  and 
it  wan  not  till  9  a,m,  that  thn  rnl^t  cleared  Muffidifutly  for  their 

ens  to  open  fire.  The  Rui^ssian  gune!  were  in  twti  eomm  mding 
i  eoaoealdd  positton«^  four  gune!i  in  each,  which  the  Japanese 
Wide  never  able  to  hicate.  The  Japanese  guns  wore  unentrenched 
mad  in  the  open,  but  the  withies  In  which  the  field  battery  stood 
rendertd  ob^tervatiou  ditHcult  for  the  ItuFsiatm*  The  action 
coDtiniied  nearly  all  day,  and  at   12.30  p^m.  two  more   GeM 
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batteries  came  into  action  west  of  the  firet^  partially  sheltered  by 
a  village.  The  Russian  shootiug  was,  I  hear,  very  straight,  bat 
the  Japanese  batteries  do  not  seem,  to  have  suflfored  much. 
Eventually,  finding  the  enemy  much  stronger  than  was  ezi)ected, 
the  general  commanding  ordered  the  position  to  be  attacked. 
The  attack  commenced  at  1.30  p.m.,  and  at  4  p.m.  the  Russians 
retired  without  waiting  for  the  assault. 

(2)  During  the  pursuit  this  division  had  two  other  en| 
ments,  the  first  in  crossing  the  Fan  Ho  on  the  14tli 
Tliis  action  was  a  severe  one,  and  the  Japanese  artillery  was 
Used  as  in  the  delil>erate  attack  of  a  position.  During  the 
course  of  it^  one  artillery  incident  of  interest  occurred;  tbe 
Japanese  reserve  wa^  pushed  across  the  open  valley  in  some- 
what dense  formation  and  halt*  a  dozen  well  aim^  Russian 
shrapnel  caused  it  20  or  30  casualties.  The  second  engagement 
was  the  shelling  of  the  Tieh-ling  position,  on  the  15th,  prior 
to  its  evacuation  by  the  Russian  rear  guard.  On  this  occasion 
the  artillery  of  the  division  came  deliberately  into  action  in  a 
previously  prepared  position  behind  the  crests  of  the  low,  rolling 
hills,  the  only  thing  notable  about  the  action  being  that  it  was 
the  first  time  any  of  us  had  seen  six  batteries  come  into  action 
in  one  continuous  line. 

26.  The  Quedtion  of  Four-Chin  Batteriea. — Previous  to  this 
battle,  there  was  one  battery  of  six  captured  Russian  guns  in 
use  with  the  First  Army.  This  battery  has  always  been  under 
the  command  of  the  officer  who  formed  it  after  the  battle  of  the 
Ya-lu,  Captain,  now  Major,  Hijikata.  At  Port  Arthur  a  con- 
siderable number  of  serviceable  field  guns  were  captured  and 
turned  to  account  by  the  Jajpanese.  Major  Hijikata  at  first 
received  two  more  guns  and  his  command  was  then  converted 
into  two  four-gun  batteries ;  subsequently  he  was  given  another 
battery  of  four  guns,  and  during  the  battle  of  Mukden  he 
therefore  commanded  a  battalion  of  three  four-gun  batteries. 
These  batteries  had  to  be  very  sparing  of  their  ammunition, 
the  supply  of  which  came  from  the  front  instead  of  from  the 
rear,  and  one  wa^on  per  gun  sufficed  to  carry  what  was 
available.  On  arrival  at  the  Hun  Ho  daring  the  pursuit,  all 
that  remained  was  four  rounds  per  gun.  Luckily  a  small 
supply,  abandoned  by  the  Russians,  was  found  just  after 
crossing  the  river,  and  the  batteries  were  able  to  carry  on 
till  the  10th,  when,  as  already  mentioned,  an  ample  supply  fell 
into  their  hands. 

27.  The  formation  of  these  three  four-gun .  batteries  was 
therefore  somewhat  fortuitous  and  depended  (1)  on  tbe  suppdy 
of  guns  and  ammunition  available  and  (2)  on  the  supply  of 
officers.  They  were  not  formed  as  four-gun  batteries  for  tactical 
reasons.  Major  Hijikata  Las,  however,  had  the  almost- unique 
experience  of  commanding  in  the  field  both  six-gun  aad  f6ur«gim 
quick-loading  batteries  (the  ffuns  are  not  quick-firing  as  ihe 
laying  has  to  be  corrected  atter  every  round),  and  I  took  an . 
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opportunity  of  askiog  him  his  opitiion  a«  to  whether  a  quick- 
lo&'iing  or  qaick-Hrinq;  battery  should  consist  of  six  or  four  gnuB, 
He  i«  d**cicl»Mily  of  opintoa  that  four  guiia  are  ample*  for  <jne 
offioAf  to  control  in  action,  and  he  in  further  of  opinion — a 
natnnil  one  for  a  commanding  offioi^r  in  the  tield — that  there 
should  be  three  wagon 8  per  gun.  I  attach  a  good  deal  of 
jjnporianci^  to  Major  Hijikata's  opimon  as,  over  and  above  his 
experience,  he  h  a  keeu  artiUerist ;  hh  appointrnt^ot  to  form 
and  Gommfincl  these  batteries  being  due  to  the  fact  that  he  had 
mads  a  »pecialstudy  of  the  Ruasiun  field  artillery  while  inftraet<»^ 
ml  tha  artillery  school  before  war  broke  out  The  Japanese 
eiiocise  their  profea^ors  and  instructors  from  among  their  very 
best  officers,  and  the  large  nutul*er  of  officers  holding  higlj  staff 
appointmentH  in  tlie  field,  who  have  iit  one  time  or  another 
filled  instt  uctional  billets,  ii*  very  striking.  It  seems  to  be  pait 
i)f  their  training. 

28.  On  the  other  hand,  a  staff  officer  of  the  First  Army 
informed  me  thai,  should  the  field  artillery  be  re-armerl  with 
C|Uick-Hring  euns  aftor  this  war,  it  wuuhl  probably  be  by  six-gun 
batkrie^.  The  chief  reason  he  gave  was  that  ii  but  one  gun  of 
a  four-gun  battery  \m  disabled,  the  unit  b^^mes  too  small  for 
effieient  &w  effect  He  was  also  against  the  atidition  of  a  third 
line  of  wagons,  sayiT^g  that  the  more  ammuhition  a  batkuy  had, 
ilie  more  it  fired  away.  This  i:^  a  calumny  on  gjuil  artillery. 
Tliare  are  two  other  reasons  for  retaining  six*gun  batteries, 
which  I  think  would  have  great  weight  witli  tbe  Japanese^ 
^1)  the  cost  Huch  a  cluinge  would  involve,  especiiilly  in  the 
provision  of  extra  officer!*,  for  I  do  not  think  tlie  Japanese 
contemplate  any  reduction  in  the  numi*er  of  gun«  per  <li vision  ; 
j|lad  (2)  the  diiJicuIty  of  obtahiing  the  exlni  utficers  required, 

^•'It  is  only  natural  that  after  the  war  the  strictest  economy^  com- 
mensurate witli  L'ffieiency,  shoukl  be  practised,  and  the  r|Ue§tioii 
of  the  supply  of  orticera  is  always  a  difficult  one.     Moi-eover,  a 
re  serve  of  e  tHcient  aHillery  ofRcerw  is  always  a  matter  for  anxious 
'teration  in  a  big  war^  and  to  ineresae  the  requirenient^  h$* 
urease  this  anxiety, 

29.  Though  the  factor  of  economy  must  always  be  an 
important  ow%  in  atiy  scheme  of  reorganization,  it  would  not 
be  such  a  vit&l  one  to  England  a«  it  must  be  to  Japan  for 
iome  yearn  to  come.  Our  field  artiUery  is  shortly  to  be  re-armed, 
a«d  with  a  view  to  efliciency,  lioth  in  peace  and  in  war,  I  would 
advocate  the  adoption  of  n  moditieatiou  of  the  Hussian  tield 
artillery  organization,  and  make  the  unit  one  of  eight  guns, 
I  r.,  a  double  batCory  commanded  by  a  major,  and  consiHting  of 
two  four-gun  batteries,  each  commanded  by  a  captaiii.  Tliia 
would  meet  the  desire  for  a  four-gun  lighting  command,  without 
reducing  the  number  of  guns  in  the  tactical  unit  A  field 
arttUAry  battalion    would   iheti  cotuiixt  of  aixteen    instead  oC 


*  I  ftf^rw^rda  a.^ked  tt>  feral  ar  til  lory  oanrmandiiig  ufiQoora  tho 
jlctttoa.    Tboj  ull  prefer  four  gnus. — CL  Y>  H. 
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eighteen  guns  and  the  field  artillery  with  a  diviniini  of  tfairtj- 
two  instead  of  thirty-six.  Under  this  scheme  the  proportioD 
of  field  guns  per  1,000  men  would  be  reduced,  but  considering 
the  special  natures  of  field  ordnance  which  are  demanded  in 
each  and  every  campaign  to  supplement  the  field  artillery,  I 
do  not  think  this  reduction  of  four  field  guns  per  division  would 
be  felt. 

30.  The  above  organization  has  advantages  from  an  adminis- 
trative as  well  as  from  a  tactical  point  of  view.  It  would  make 
the  chain  of  command  in  a  field  artillery  battalion  a  mudi 
more  efiScient  one  than  it  is  at  present,  while  both  majors 
and  captains  would  have  commands  and  responsibilities  more 
suitable  to  their  standing.  Nothing  has  struck  me  more  ia 
this  campaign  than  the  thoroughly  efficient  way  in  which,  in 
every  brandi  of  the  service,  captains  perform  the  duties  we 
assign  to  majors,  and  majors  those  we  assign  to  lieutenant- 
colonels,  age  and  stcmding  in  the  two  armies  being  more  or 
less  on  a  par. 

31.  The  question  of  the  cost  of  such  a  reorganization  is  one 
I  do  not  feel  competent  to  touch,  but  takiug  the  experiences 
of  this  war  in  conjunction  with  our  own  methods,  it  would 
probably  be  found  necessary  to  have  two  extra  subalterns  at 
the  disposal  of  each  major,  one  for  ammunition  supply  and 
one  for  observation,  signalling,  &c.  In  the  Japanese  aiiilleiy 
these  duties  are  performed  as  a  rule  by  warrant  and  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  signalling  is  a  minor  consideration. 

32.  In  the  foregoing  paragraphs  I  have  referred  exclusively 
to  field  artillery,  but  the  same  organization  offers  tactical  advan- 
tages to  horae,  mountain,  and  heavy  artillery.  When  working 
with  cavalry,  four  guns  would  be  e  isier  to  handle  than  six ;  it 
is  easier  to  find  a  position  for  four  mountain  guns  on  a  difiicnlt 
hillside  than  for  six ;  while  cumbersome  heavy  artillery  is  easier 
to  move  and  work  in  batteries  of  four  guns. 

33.  Some  Tactical  Points, — I  submit  some  tactical  remarks 
based  on  obsei-vations  made  and  information  received  during 
this  and  former  battles : — 

(1)  With  the  increase  in  the  power  of  field  guns  has  come 
increased  caution  on  the  part  of  artillery  commanders,  involving 
an  extensive,  I  may  say  invariable,  use  of  artificial  cover,  and  a 
tendency  to  begin  engaging  the  enemy's  guns  at  long^or  even 
distant  ranges  with  consequently  indecisive  results.  This  last 
is  a  dangerous  tendency,  as  subsequent  advances  and  changes 
of  position  are,  as  a  rule,  impossible  by  daylight 

(2)  Infantry  treats  shrapnel  with  great  respect,  and  seldom 
gives  the  opponent's  guns  the  chance  of  a  good  target.  Moreover, 
field  artillery  can  pr<^uce  little  or  no  effect  on  infantry  in  good 
trenches  beyond  making  the  men  keep  their  heads  down.  Except 
on  a  few  special  occasions,  therefore,  the  casualties  caused  by 
artillery  fire  have  been  very  small.     But  its  moral  effect  is  great 
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and  though  it  is  the  fashion  for  certain  hard -^h ting  infantry 
regiments  to  abuse  the  artillery,  and  affect  can  tern  tit  for  Us 
f>tnpport,  the  great  majority  of  infantry  commanders  took  more 
mnl  more  for  the  support  of  the  gnns  during  ati  attack.  One 
hri^de  commander  told  me  he  liked  the  artillery  to  keep  on 
tiring  till  the  very  Inat  moment,  in  spite  of  any  losses  it  might 
oanse  him,  while  another,  to  emphasize  his  point,  averred  that 
as  long  n&  the  artillery  kept  up  their  fire  he  didn't  mind  if  they 
knocked  over  a  third  of  his  men !  I  have  heard  of  other 
instances  of  infantry  commanders  Bending  back  to  requettt  that 
th<^  gntis  would  go  on  firings  and  of  artilk^ry  oommandera 
i*eerivini^  requests  to  concentrate  their  fire  on  some  particular 
point,  or  on  some  specially  destructive  mticliine  guna 

(3)  To  bring  guns  into  po^ntion,  or  to  change  position*  in  tlie 
open,  under  artillery  fire»  h  nowadnys  to  court  di?^aster.  In  the 
attack,  therefore,  the  prec*jdent  set  in  this  campaign  will  generally 
have  to  b©  followed,  Le.^  batteries  will  Im  put  into  prepared 
|)otiitions  under  cover  of  darknoss,  and  will  open  fir^  at  daylight 
A  miNtakc  in  the  selection  of  a  position  in  open  country  will 
not  be  n^cttfiable  till  the  fallowing  night,  so  that  car©  in  the 
Helection  of  positions  l>econies  all- important.  Not  only  must 
they  be  dioeen  with  reference  to  the  enemy  s  gnn-*,  but  also  with 
a  view  to  siipp4irting  the  advance  of  the  infantry  when  it  shall 
tikke  place 

(4)  If  the  teiiching  of  this  war  in  to  get  for  anything,  it 
has  so  far  proved  that  the  complete  artillery  preparation 
introduced  by  the  Germans  in  1870  iks  ii  prcliiniTnry  Uj  the 
infantry  utUu^k,  \h  no  longer  thenhst^lute  necessity  we,  in  fotumon 
witli  continentiil  nations,  consider  it  to  be.  In  the  firnt  place, 
oxcept  under  the  most  favourable  conditions*  of  ground,  or  with 
very  great  superiority  in  number  or  power  of  guns,  it  is  practi* 
cally  impcRsible  to  silence  an  opponents  aitillery  if  it  be 
well  entrenched.  In  the  first  fight  of  the  war,  the  Imttle  of  the 
Ya^lu,  fought  bv  the   First  Army,  the  Japanese  di<l  everything 

cording  to  the  letter  of  the  drill  book,  and,  with  a  vaatly 
bnperior  artillery,  spent  a  whole  day  in  an  jirtillery  preparation 
which  was  most  complete  and  efficacious.  On  this  occaj^ion  it 
mav,  however,  be  remembered  that  the  Rus^sian  guns  were  very 
bftdiy  handied,  and  very  few  of  them  weitr  entrenehod,  so  that 
t'Vr^ry thing  was  in  Genera]  Kuioki's  favour.  Since  then  the 
nrtillery  has  never  l»een  strong  enough  to  silence  the  Rusniim 
guns,  and  the  Jap/mefe,  recognizing  this,  having  accepted  tlie 
situation  and  launched  tbeir  infantrj^  without  waiting  for  the 
reanlt  of  the  artillery  duel,  I  am  quite  prepared  U^  admit  that 
the  Jupana^e  infantry  haa  sulfa  re  I  mort^  losf^es  thnn  it  watUd 
have  hml  Its  artillery  been  strong  enough  to  thuronglily  j>reparo 
ita  attack,  but  the  [»njof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating,  and  the 
fact  remains  that  the  Japanese  have  won  all  their  battles.  Wliat 
I  want,  therefore,  to  point  out  is  that  it  is  dangerous  to  allow 
such  sentences  as  the  frd lowing  to  remain  in  our  '-CJombined 
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Training  " — "  it  should  be  clearly  understood  by  all  eommmden 
"  that  no  further  advance*  should  be  made  until  the  artillery 
"  preparation  is  complete." — Section  18,  paragraph  S.f  Had 
the  Japanese  adhered  to  these  principles,  very  few  in&ntiy 
attacks  would  ever  have  been  delivered,  and  I  have  often 
wondered  why  our  writers  on  tactics  should  assume  that  British 
artillery  in  the  attack  will  always  be  able  to  silence  the  defender's 
guns>  and  will  then  always  be  able  to  turn  its  attention  to  his 
infantry  and  to  the  points  to  be  attacked,  and  that  then  only 
wUI  the  infantry  be  able  to  advance  to  the  final  attack 
and  assault  They  prescribe  no  course  of  action  to  be  followed 
in  case  the  above  programme  cannot  be  carried  out,  and  they 
leave  it  to  be  inferred  that  the  only  alternative  is  to  abandon 
the  attack.  Owing  to  the  inferiority  of  the  French  artillery  in 
1870,  the  Germans  were  generally  able  to  go  through  with  the 
programme  in  question,  and  so  it  has  come  to  be  regarded  by 
Europe  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  a  successful  infantry 
attack.  ^ 

I  do  not  agree  with  some  critics  who  say  now  that  the 
artillery  duel  and  preparation  have  ceased  to  exist  as  a  separate 
phase  of  the  combat.  I  think  opportunities  will  occur,  as  at  the 
Ya-lu,  when  they  can  be  carried  out  in  their  entirety,  and  on 
such  occasions  the  procedure  laid  down  should  be  closely  followed. 
But  what  I  do  believe  is  that  when  the  opposing  artilleries  are 
fairly  well  matehed  such  opportunities  will  be  rare,  and  that 
when  the  artillery  of  the  attacker  is  inferior  in  quality  to  that 
of  the  defender,  the  former  must  invariably  be  prepared  to 
launch  his  infantry  against  a  position  without  waiting  for  the 
result  of  the  artillery  preparation.  All  he  can  then  hope  to  do 
with  his  artillery  is  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  defender's 
guns  to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  This  is  the  present  attitude  of 
the  Japanese  ma-h-via  the  Russians.  One  senior  oflScer,  a  colonel 
of  Japanese  artillery,  gave  it  to  me  as  his  opinion  that  the 
infantry  must  be  always  ready  to  attack  directly  the  artillery 
has  got  its  ranges ;  it  was  hopeless  to  wait  till  the  artillery  had 
established  its  superiority,  as  guns  were  never  knocked  out 
nowadays. 

«  •  •  •  • 

With  reference  to  this  question,  an  artillery  staff  officer  gave 
me  his  opinion  as  follows: — ''In  the  country  we  have  been 
*'  working  in,  our  duels  have  been  across  broad  valleys,  and 
"  therefore  with  long  ranges.  We  could  not  go  further  down 
"  into  the  valleys  than  we  have  done,  as  we  should  have 
'  exposed  our  guns  and  been  obliged  to  fire  too  much  up  hilL 
*'  Therefore  the  duels  have  been  indecisive.  Without .  gprecU 
"  superiority  of  guns  one  cannot  silence  those  of  the  enemy. 

•  i.e.,  from  positloiis  within  eflTective  range  of  the  defender's  line^— 
0.  V.  H. 

t  Lieiit.-Oolanel  Hnme  is  quoting  fH>m  the  1902  edition j  there  is 
nothing  of  this  kind  in:the  1005  edition,  sm  Section  118. 


^^^^ 
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^  Thtsnsfore  tnfantrj^  must  attack  without  waiting  far  th©  result 
"  of  the  artillery  fight  Tlien.  if  our  artillery  Is  strong  enough 
'*  to  engage  the  whole  attention  of  the  enemy's  guus,  our 
^'  iaCan^  ift  orjmparatively  Bafe,  AIho,  as  in  the  hist  bsttk% 
•*  if  the  enemy  puts  his  guns  into  hidden  positions,  the  infantrj 
'*  cac  get  on  all  right,  as  the  gunn  cannot  reach  them  with  their 
**  fim/'  What  he  said  ftl>out  ranges  was  quite  true.  Th© 
rang^  at  which  the  artillery  of  the  Firat  Army  hm  opened 
£r#  have  g^'nenilly  been  dictated  by  the  forniation  of  the  hitU 
and  the  breadth  of  the  valleyn,  and  though  the  Japanese  ai-tillery 
cannot  be  acquitted  gf  the  charjyfe  of  over-eauttoni  I  da  not  agree 
with  the  Moinewhat  swoeping  criticism  passed  on  it  by  soma  of 
th<*  foreign  onlookers  ancl  even  by  its  ota  u  infantry,  Aji  reganla 
the  difficulty  of  iiileiicin^  gun«p  I  would  refer  to  paragraph  4  of 
thii^  report,  from  which  it  will  lie  m^ti  that  it  lock  the  Japanese 
two  clays  to  c^tnblish  their  superiority  along  the  section  of  front 
m  question,  although  they  had  double  as  many  g^im  as  the 
Russiaui^.  On  the  following  day,  however  (28th  February), 
twenty- four  Jajmnea^  field  ^ns  ami  four  15*em.  howitzers 
silenced  twelve  Rusiiian  field  gtins  after  an  hour*H  duel.  The 
Russian  gutin^rs  fought  gal  hint  ly  and  continued  firing  for  ten 
mitnites  with  onlj^  two  or  three  guns.  Many  of  them  were 
killed  and  the  Japanese  could  see  them  being  replaced. 

Another  ixsanon  why  infantry  must  nowa^lays  bo  prepared  to 
attack  without  due  artillery  prepamtion  eome»  from  the  enormous 
length  of  the  modoni  Imttle-front,  The  success  or  fail  tire  of 
-Any  particular  di vision  may  make  it  necessary  that  the  neigh- 
bouring division  or  divi4ons  atiould  Ije  iiii<ld(*nly  launched  on 
an  attack  without  reference  to  the  state  of  its  artillery  fighting. 
Similarly*  a  division  on  the  Hank  of  an  army  tuny  have  to  make 
a  wide  turning  movement,  the  dislance  it  ha^  to  cover  making 
it  neceasary  that  the  movement  should  \m  initiated  before  the 
artillery  duel  has  even  begun* 

(5)  Afl  1  have  remarked ^  to  uianoauvre  guns  in  the  open 
under  hostile  artitlery  tire  m  to  court  disaster.  The  artillery 
of  both  sides  has  l>een  most  cart'ful  not  to  expose  itseli^  need^ 
lesily,  and  the  tnatanees  that  have  eome  under  my  notice  whcn^ 
it  has  tiad  to  do  so  have  been  but  few.  They  are  not,  then^foi^, 
convincing;  but  uuch  as  they  are,  th<jy  hardly  tend  to  show 
that  tlie  movement  of  batteries  ur  brigades,  as  a  whole*  an 
rvconimended  in  our  **  Field  Artillery  Training^'*  13  a  feaaiblo 
omratiou,  though  theoretically  i  t  is  the  thing  to  do.  Bather 
aliould  guns  be  moved  singly.  At  the  battlt*  of  the  Ya-lu,  it 
will  be  remembered  that  a  KiH^ian  battery  which  exposed  itsitlf 
on  the  muve  was  overwlieluied  by  the  Japanese  guns,  and  had 
to  be  al)andoned  Again  in  tlvii  hist  battle  a  half  Imttery  of 
Bua«ian  guns,  moving  aa  a  whole,  was  brought  to  a  stiindstill 
and  capluriid  (»ee  paragraph  23  of  this  report).  On  the  other 
hand,  a  single  gun  on  thin  latter  occasion  got  safely  away ;  whih* 
in  the  battle  of  the  Him  U0|  two  whole  batteriiff  moving  gon  by 
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gun  at  long  intervals,  crossed  a  bit  of  shrapnel-Bwepi  open 
without  dropping  a  man.  This  last  incident  I  describe  in  my 
former  report  on  artillery.  That  occasions  will  occur  when 
artillery  must  advance  and  willingly  undergo  losses  is  a  tradition 
we  cannot  afford  to  dispense  with,  but  the  amount  of  caiiti<m  to 
be  mixed  with  the  dash  is  an  increasing  quantity.  The  range, 
power,  and  accuracy  of  field  artillery  has,  however,  so  much 
increased  that,  if  attacking  batteries  choose  their  positionB  well 
to  start  with,  they  will  probably  not  find  it  necessary  to  leave 
them  till  the  pursuit  begins. 

(6)  A  remarkable  feature  of  the  artillery  work  in  this  war 
has  been  the  extensive  use  made  of  artificial  cover.  Never 
during  the  year's  fighting  have  I  seen  a  battery  come  into  aciicm 
without  first  making  epaulments  or  gun  pits,  or  at  all  events 
throwing  up  some  cover  for  the  detachments  before  opening  fire. 
Not  till  the  pursuit  began,  on  the  8th  March,  did  artillery 
begin  to  do  without  them,  and  then  it  rightly  cast  them  aside 
whenever  the  occasion  demanded. 

34.  Mountain  Artillery, — In  spite  of  its  small  range  and 
power,  mountain  artillery  has  played  a  very  important  part  in 
this  campaign,  not  only  in  the  hills  but  also  in  the  plaina  The 
artillery  regiment  of  one  of  the  three  divisions  composing  the 

'  First  Army  is  armed  with  mountain  guns,  and  in  the  moun- 
tainous country  in  which  the  First  Army  has  operated  this 
regiment  has,  on  several  occasions^  had  to  be  indented  on  by  the 
other  divisions  when  advancing  through  country  where  their 
own  field  artillery  was  useless.  But  mountain  artillery  has  also 
appeared  in  a  new  rdU,  that  of  the  only  form  of  artillery  which 
can,  during  an  action,  change  position  or  advance  in  support  of 
infantry  by  daylight,  either  in  mountains  or  plains.  At  the 
battles  of  Te-li-ssu  and  Ta-shih-chiao  the  field  artillery  tried  to 
advance  in  the  open  in  support  of  their  infantry  as  laid  down  in 
the  drill  books,  but  they  lost  so  many  horses  that  they  were 
forced  to  the  opinion  that,  except  under  peculiarly  favourable 
conditions  of  ground,  the  manoeuvre  was  impracticable  for  field 
artillery.  (Here  let  me  again  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Japanese  field  artillery  is  inferior  in  power  to  the  Russian, 
and  that  the  Russian  guns  are  seldom  silenced.) 

35.  Mountain  artillery,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  much  leas 
conspicuous  target^  and  the  killing  of  a  pony  does  not  bring  a 
gun  to  a  standstill.  There  have  been  several  instances  in  which 
mountain  artillery  has  been  able  to  advance  successfully  daring 
a  fight,  and  in  the  battle  of  Mukden  some  mountain  guns  witli 
the  Third  Army  in  the  plains  were  able  to  follow  up  the  infantry 
to  within  1,500  yards  of  the  enemy. 

36.  Of  the  thirteen  divisions  composing  the  Japanese  Aimv^ 
eight  have  divisional  regiments  of  field  artillery,  four  of  mountain 
artillery,  and  one  a  mixed  regiment  of  four  field  and  two 
mountain  batteries,  but  there  is  now  a  growing  opinion  among 
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Japfttieoe  offiejem  of  ataodiiig  that  every  diyision  should  have  a 
proportion  of  mountain  artillety  attached  to  it  for  use  under  the 
circunifitumea  de&crtbed  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  Among 
other  advocates  of  this  new  departure,  the  Chief  of  StaflT,  First 
AriEiy,  gave  me  his  opinion  thai  every  divigton  which  had  a  field 
artillery  regiment  shf>uld  have  two  batteries  of  mountain  artillery 
in  a^lditicm  to  its  field  batteries.  He  would,  however,  only 
mohilia^e  these  batteries  in  time  of  war.  He  did  not  think  the 
training  of  the  personnel  would  be  a  hard  matter,  as  the  difference 
between  field  and  mountain  artillery  training  is  not  very  great. 
He  would  like  to  have  a  more  powerful  gun  than  the  pn*-sent 
one,  each  load  of  which  woidd  be  light  enough  to  be  enrried  by 
one  man  on  an  emergency  (a  Japanese  can  cany  225  lbs.)  eo  aa 
to  render  tha  target  still  more  inconspicuous,  or  to  replace  an 
injured  pony.  He  reeognized  the  difficulty  of  combining  thesa 
two  connicting  coiiditioim— power  and  nghtness — in  a  gun. 


87*  One  more  point  with  regard  to  our  mountain  artilWry, 
ii  at  present  a  branch  of  the  Koyal  Garrison  Artillerj%  having 
been  maile  so  when  the  separation  of  the  field  and  garrison 
artillery  took  place,  as  a  matter  of  expmliency,  to  render  more 
aoeeplable  the  fhihia^is  of  Royal  Garrison  Artilhtry  service  by 
giving  a  lover  of  the  horse  a  choncse  of  indulging  Wm  tastes*  Is 
not  the  separation  of  the  bimnchee  complete  enough  by  ttiis  time 
to  enable  u*i  to  put  an  end  to  this  anomaly  ?  Mountain  and 
field  artillery  have  one  and  the  same  rdle,  and  now  that  field 
artillery  haa  succeedcil  in  freeing  itself  from  the  trammels  of 
horwe  artillery  traditions^  it  is  quito  time  that  there  should  1>0 
!«ome  stronger  and  more  permanent  link  between  field  tind 
mountain  gunners  than  an  entmUe  cordiaU. 

as.  Remarks  on  Organimtian.  —  I  have  gathered  the 
following  information  from  Japanese  officers  whoeo  opinions 
carry  weiglit 

(I)  As  regards  the  number   of  guns  per  division,  a  staff 
of  t!\e  First  Army  told  me  ho  would  like  to  aeo  the 
artillery  of  a  division  iucrea»ed  to  — 

9  batteries  field  artillery        *  -    54  guna 

3  batteriee  howitzers     <  <        -     12  or  IS  gung* 

2  batteries  mountain  artillery  -     12  guns. 


Total 


78  guns. 


Of  theae  only  six  batteries  field  artillery,  and  possibly  the 

batienes  of  howitzem,  neod  be  maintained  on  the  peace 

iblishment.     His  rea^^on  for  desiring  thi:i  large  increase  in 

tillery  wim  tliat  in  i|uestioni  of  organization  all  they  liad  to 

cgTslAte  for  was  io  beat  Rusaia,  and  he  had  bt^'en  much  struck 

Uiith  the  great  effect  .^i  coiicentrated  artillery  lire  produced  on 

the  Rujasians*     Howit^rs,   he   said,   were   invaluable   in   any 
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country,  especially  in  the  plains  where  the  Rnsmaiis  obtained 
most  of  their  cover  from  village  walls. 

(2)  The  campaign  was  started  witli  tlie  fixed  principle 'of 
concentrating  guns,  but  the  necessity  and  advantages  of  die^rsal 
were  soon  recognized.  This  was  espedally  the  case  in  the'  hilfs, 
where^  even  if  a  position  for  six  batleries  ih'  Hn^  #a8  forUi- 
coming,  the  chances  were  that  from  one  flank  %i  least  either 
the  target  was  not  visible  or  the  ran^  was  too  long  for  the 
Japanese  gun.  Dispersal  of  guns  with  concentration  of  fire  is 
of  course,  recognized  as  the  ideal  to  be  attained,  bat  this  requires 
more  practice  in  signalling  and  in  perfecting  rapid  coinmimica* 
tion  between  batteries ;  the  Japanese  mean  to  devote  Very  great 
attention  to  this  in  the  future. 

(3)  As  the  concentration  of  the  batteries  of  a  regiment  was 
the  principle  to  be  followed,  so  tbe  second  line  of  wagons 
(1  store  and  27  ammunition  wagons)  '  was  organissed  as  a 
regimental  unit.  Now  that  dispersal  of  batteries  has  come  to 
stay,  commanders  of  regiments  organize  their  regimental  wagons 
to  suit  tbe  circumstances  of  the  case.  After  the  war  some 
subdivision  of  these  wagons  into,  smaller  units  will  have  to  be 
made. 

39.  Remcurka  on  Personnel. — The  following  information  on 
points  connected  with  the  personnel  of  the  Japanese  .field 
artillery  may  be  of  interest : — 

(1)  The  supply  of  artillery  officers  is  a  difficult  question  for 
the  Japanese,  a  fact  I  mentioned  earlier  in  this  report,  the 
reserve  being  insufficient.  In  one  regiment,  I  was  informed  by 
the  officer  commanding  that  one-thiid  of  his  officers  are  now 
men  promoted  from  warrant  rank.  He  said  they  gave  him  a 
lot  of  trouble  as,  not  having  been  through  the  Officers'  School, 
they  required  a  deal  of  instruction. 

(2)  In  a  former  report  I  mentioned  that  the  Japanese  train 
their  gunners  and  drivers  with  a  view  to  their  interchangeability, 
and  1  remarked  on  the  drawbacks  of  this  system  with  reference 
to  the  overweighting  of  the  little  horses.  The  other  day  I  was 
informed  that  the  system  had  also  failed  to  attain  its  main 
object,  as  it  could  not  be  kept  up  in  the  field.  When  the  armies 
are  halted,  the  gunners  get  four  or  five  days  a  week  instruction 
in  gun-drill  and  one  or  two  days  in  driving,  and  vice  vered.  As 
a  result,  the  drivers  make  fair  gunners,  but  a  gunner  under  two 
years'  service  makes  but  a  very  indifferent  driver.  The  shortest 
and  lightest  men  are  therefore  selected  as  drivers. 

40.  Remarks  on  Material. — I  append  a  few  remarks  on  the 
material  of  the  Japanese  artiUery  : — 

(1)  The  Japanese  take  great  care  of  their  guns,  and  wiien  in 
quarters  I  have  sometimes  seen  them  encased  in  wood  in  addition 
to  their  canvas  covers.  The  rtisult  is  that  in  some  i^iments 
the  guns,  after  over  a  year's  campaign,  look  as  if  they  mid  only 
lately  been  browned.    The  wheels  iSave,  however,  suffered  voiy 


SIELD  AUTILLERT.. 


623 


much  from  the  dryuess  of  the  Manchurian  cllmaie,  and  they  oU 
mttliv  The  guns  shoot  as  well  as  ever,  and  show  but  little  sign 
of  wear  Tbe  vehicles  are  all  painted  a  slatey  blue,  but  I  hear 
they  are  all  to  he  repainted  khaki, 

(2)  In  the  14th  Regimeot,  a  premature  high-explosive  shell* 
rhich  bufEit  in  the  Wre,  blew  aV^out  eighteen  inches  off  the 
lusde  of  the  gun. 

(3)  No  spare  carriages  are  taken  into  the  fields  With  the 
present  gun,  the  carriage  m  part  amd  parcel  of  the  gun,  and  aiiy 
lainage  to  the  former  means  tliat  the  gun  lias  to  be  ^paired  at 

imx  arfteoal  in  Japan.     No  carriage  hm  as  yet  lieen  damaged  in 
tho  First  Artny* 

(4)  The  Httle  9'5-cnK  {3*7-inah)  howitzeni^or  rifled  mortars, 
have  been  found  very  useful  at  short  rangeH,    They  are  mount^Ki 

beds  and  weighs  bed  and  all,  nnder  450  lbs.     They  are  easily 
^earned  on  tlie  1 -horse  trans |x>rt  cart. 

41*  Poaition  of  the  Battery  Cofumander, — The  place  of  the 

kbattery  coiumander  is  with  bLs  guna.     Tlie  o1)BrrvaliQn  is  done 

!)y  the  Imttaliotj  commander  and  regimental  ooinmanden     Even 

if  a  hatter}'  m  detached,  the  commander  remains  with  hi^  guns, 

L  Bending  an  officer  to  observe. 

42.  Orderliea, — The  abeeoce  of  signalling  makes  the  uae 
of  orderlies  very  neoeeoaiy  at  times.     During  an  attack,  for 

LJnBtanoe,  the  commander  of  the  mi p porting  S^^^  ^"^  '^^'^ 

onlerly    with    the    regimeTitiJ   or    battaHon    i  ulur 

cecuiing  Uie  attack.     This  orderly  brings  back  any  important 
.  as  to  points  on  which  the  fire  of  the  guns  sliould  be 
Diioeiitmtedt  &a 

43.  Russuin  Fitld  (?wtt.--Thc  only  patti^rn  lA  HusHtan  field 
m  whicli  haw  been  captured   by  the  Japanese   in  the  one  with 

iiie  mbber  buffer.  The  rubber  buffer-joints  require  constant 
^i>Iaeement,  especially  in  winter.  The  guns  used  by  Major 
lyikata  show  no  signs  of  wear,  and  continue  to  shoot  aocurately  ; 
\im  are  horsed  with  Kussian  horses^  Chinei*^  ponies,  and  mules, 
»  before. 

44.  fforms* — The  Japaneee  Imve  imported  some  Australian 
I   ej^pect,    for   artillery   purposes    only.      A   shipdoad 

tved  at  Ujina  on  15th  May. 
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(37)  BuBsian  Defence  Works,  from  Nan  Shan  to 

Liao-yang. 


Report  by  Colonel  J  W.  G.  Tulloch,  Indian  Army,  imdated, 
with  Remarks  bv  Lieut-General  Sir  W.  G.  Nicholson, 
K:.C.B.  ;  Tokio,  Ist  October  1904. 


Plate. 
Russian  Redoubt  ...     Map  87. 


Re/poH  by  Colonel  J.  W.  0.  Tulloch. 
Nan  Shan  to  Hai-cheng. 

1.  All  positions  prepared  for  defence  by  the  Russians  have 
been  astride  of,  or  immediately  covering,  the  railway  line. 
Their  guns,  where  positions  have  been  available  for  them  on 
hill  tops,  have  invariably  been  placed  there ;  where  a  sufficiency 
of  such  positions  has  not  existed  they  have  been  placed  on  ools 
connecting  the  main  features  of  the  position,  and  in  the  valleys 
separating  one  portion  of  the  position  from  another. 

2.  Except  at  Nan  Shan,  all  works  for  field  guns  have  been 
of  the  ordinary  type  of  gun  pit.  At  Nan  Shan,  guns  of  position 
with  high  mountings  were  used;  these  necessitated  higher 
pai*apets  and  works  of  a  more  permanent  character. 

3.  In  a  few  instances,  notably  so  at  Nan  Shan,  trenches 
for  infantry  have  been  constructed  at  the  foot  of  the  hills 
forming  the  main  features  of  the  position ;  but  in  the  majority 
of  cases  they  have  been  dug  on  the  crest  line  or  part  way 
up  the  s1ope&  At  Nan  Shan  all  three  lines  of  trenches  can  be 
seen  on  the  same  hill,  giving  three  tiers  of  fire  one  above  the 
other.  It  was  here  in  the  lowest  line  of  trenches  that  the  only 
attempt  was  made  to  provide  head-cover ;  it  consisted  of  sand- 
bags of  a  size  to  contain  100  lbs.  of  grain. 

4.  Infantry  trenches  have  invariably  been  constructed  so 
as  to  give  cover  to  men  standing,  but,  whether  they  be  for 
infantry  or  for  artillery,  the  main  feature  of  all  works  has  been 
their  extreme  conspicuousness.  They  have  been  dug  in  red 
clay  soil  and  the  excavated  earth  thrown  up  in  front  The 
approaches  to  the  position  have  been  over  green  crops  and  the 
background  has  been  either  the  grassy  slopes  of  the  hills  or  the 
sky  itself ;  it  is  easy  to  imagine  how  very  conspicuous  all  these 
works  have  been^  and  how  much  the  task  of  the  attackers  has 
been  facilitated  thereby.     Up  the  Hai-cheng  the  Russian  does 
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not  seem  to  have  realized  the  valao  of  sinokeless  powder  to 
the  defeaee,  hot  haa  advertised  his  positions  to  the  naked  eye 
at  hmg  artillery  range, 

5>  In  soma  poettions  a  portioQ  has  been  prepared  for  alt- 
roynd  defence — a  sort  of  reduit»  perched  an  a  hill  top  and 
lisible  for  milea^ — no  false  positions  have  been  prepared  and 
no  cunning  »eem»  to  have  formed  part  of  the  Russian  defence 
tactica^  there  has  been  no  particular  limit  to  the  length  of  the 
infantry  trench^  no  intervening  spaces  by  which  tlio  defenders 
could  advance  from  thei»,  and  not  even  a  foothold  construct&i] 
in  the  parapet  to  aid  the  defenders  in  climbing  out  to  the  front. 
Passive  defence  bus  been  the  order  of  the  day.  and  although  the 
Hanks  of  p^jsitioni*  have  been  well  thrown  back  and  gun  pita  and 
trenches  dug  even  to  face  the  rear,  yet^  when  once  the  flatika 
have  been  attacked  and  their  communications  along  the  railway 
*  line  tbre&teneil  the  Kuf^^tans  have  eviu^uated  the  position* 

6.  The  above  was  the  state  of  aflairs  up  to  Ta-shih-chiaOi 
but  here  the  boginning  of  a  great  change  was  noticed*  The 
nature  of  the  rlefences  was  the  same  as  those  alro&dy  describecJ, 
but  the  Russians  aban^loned  their  prepared  artillery  positions 
in  favour  of  placing  their  guns  behind  the  hills  and  cui  ploying 
indirect  fire.  Tlie  introduction  of  this  change  hnd  a  very 
marked  effect.  The  Japanese  searched  in  vain  for  the  Russian 
guns^  and  failing  to  find  them,  resorted  to  an  infantry  arJvance 
without  full  artillery  preparation,  with  the  result  that  tliey 
were  checked  during  daylight,  and  suffered  heavily  from 
shrapnel  fire. 

7.  The  prepared  position  at  Hai-cheng  had  all  the  defects 
of  previous  ones,  but  was  never  defendedL  The  Rus^iiaus  fell 
Ijftck  from  Hai-clieng  to  the  vicinity  of  Liao-jang,  fighting 
rear  guard  actions  only. 


Shou-nkan'^a^  arid  Liao-yang. 

8.  At  ShoUnshan-pu  and  Liao-yang  two  separate  poaitiona, 
the  former  poeition  oovering  the  latter,  faced  the  Second 
Japme^^  Army,  viz, : — 

(1)  The  line  of  the  Shou-«han-pu  Hills,  5  miles  south  of 

Liao-yang 

(2)  An  inner  line  of  defences  covering  Liao*yang. 

Tile  aasault  of  these  two  poeiitions  formed  two  ieparate 
battJea, 

Shou-shan-pu  Works,* 

9,  In  ihe  first  line  of  worka  w©  nee  tlie  same  type  of 
infantry  trenches,  situated  on  either  the  crest  line  or  the 
alopot  of  bUla,  but  with  this  niArked  difference,  namely,  that 


•  ^««Map3]«  Vol  I. 
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instead  of  the  superior  slopes  of  the  parapets  sbaDdiDg  up  cod- 
spicuously  above  the  surrounding  ground,  they  merged  gnidimlly 
into  that  of  the  hillsiiies,  and  were  made  to  resemble  them  as 
much  as  possible  by  b^ing  caref nlly  con^red  with  greeu  ^ho^^h. 
The  interior  of  some  of  the  trenches  differed  from  any  previoosly 
constructed,  inasmuch  as  they  were  provided  with  a  nanqnette 
2  feet  wide  and  excavated  to  a  further  depth  of  18  incnes — 
making  6  feet  in  all.  Where  this  had  not  been  done  the 
defenders  had  endeavoured  to  make  more  cover  for  themselves 
by  scooping  out  the  parapet,  as  was  done  by  the  Boers  in  Sooth 
Africa. 

10.  Shou-sban-pu  was  an  excellent  position  for  indirect 
artillery  lire — one  of  long  cols  connecting  the  main  features  of 
its  front,  and  also  joining  up  the  latter  to  hills  thrown  back  on 
either  flank.  The  most  was  made  of  it,  and  the  command  of 
view  given  by  Shou-shan-pu  Hill  on  one  flank,  and  the  use  of 
a  balloon  in  tiie  centre.  The  guns  were  placed  in  ordinary  gun 
pits  calling  for  no  special  remark,  but  the  accuracy  of  their  fire 
was  astonishing. 

11.  This  position  was  remarkable  for  the  deep  covered  ways, 
which,  twisting  and  turning  so  as  to  avoid  enfilade,  oonneeted 
the  trenches  with  strong  splinterproofs  cut  into  tihe  reverse 
slopes  of  the  position,  and  also  for  the  introduction  of  two  semi- 
permanent field  works — the  one  a  redoubt  between  the  western 
slopes  of  Shou-shan-pu  Hill  and  the  railway,  with  a  conmiand 
of  8  fe^t  and  a  deep  V-shaped  ditch,  and  the  other  a  lunette  in 
the  valley  between  the  above  hill  and  those  to  its  front  The 
whole  of  the  front  and  flanks  of  the  Shou-shan-pu  position, 
except  where  roads  lead  through  it,  or  a  cross-fire  could  be 
brought  to  bear  on  attackers,  was  protected  by  wire  entangle- 
ments or  military  pits.  It  was  owing  to  these  obstacles  Uiat 
the  Russians  were  able  to  make  as  prolonged  a  resistance  as 
they  did. 

Liao-yang  Worka* 

12.  Between  Shou-shan-pu  and  Liao-yang  the  country  is 
quite  flat  and  open  but  for  villages  and  millet  crops  ten  to 
fourteen  feet  high;  the  Liao-yang  works  were  therefore 
necessarily  constructed  on  the  flat. 

Liao-yang  is  a  walled  town  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Tai-tzu  River.  Between  the  city  and  the  railway  line  on  the 
west  is  the  Russian  settlement,  3  miles  north  of  which  is  the 
railway  bridge  across  the  river.  The  Liao-yang  works  ran 
in  a  general  line  from  the  river  on  the  south-east,  and,  after 
skirting  the  south  of  the  town  and  settlement  at  a  distance 
of  2,000  yards  from  them,  cross  the  railway  line,  and  after 
going  west  for  2,000  yards  gradually  trend  towards  the  north 
until  the  river  is  reached  again  north-west  of  the  railway  brid^ 

•  S§e  Map  30,  Vol.  L 


II1J8SUK  DlfflfCl  WORKS. 


027 


Jrks  eoimkt  of  a  series  of  ekven  closeil  redoiibtsj  with 
Ifl&titiy  trenches  and  gun  pits  between  thenu  The  redoubts 
were  heavily  itrotacted  by  wire  entanglemeotSp  and  in  souie 
OllBCft  the  intervening  spaces  were  covemd  by  the  same  obetacles, 

13.  The  redoubts  were  all  of  a  eemi-periTianent  nature. 
Their  ooniniand  varied  up  to  as  trnieh  a-*  12  feet.  The  di tribes 
6  feet  in  deptli  imd  15  feet  wide  and  flanked  by  onllons.  Tliey 
w«re  constructed  for  gaYrisona  of  500  infantry  or  less,  and  tor 
tiiachine  gutm,  and  were  neiref  more  than  1,400  yar*U  apart 
The  total  length  of  the  worka  was  about  ten  milea 

14.  The  8oil  is  a  very  stiff  dark  clay;  the  works  had 
evidently  been  constructed  for  some  months,  as  their  slopes  were 
covered  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  weetts.  The  redoubts  were 
cotuipicuous  by  their  height,  and  were  not  well  covered,  but  tlie 
trenches  looked  like  ord i n ary  ban k s  bet w ee n  ti eJ ds*  The  ^rou 1 1 d 
to  their  front  had  been  cleared  up  to  800  or  1,000  yards,  but 
they  were  even  then  invisible  to  the  Japanese  gunners^  because 
of  the  intervening  fields  of  millet ;  in  some  cases  a  fringe  of 
millet  was  left  standing  in  front  of  the  parapet^^  and  this, 
mingling  with  a  background  of  the  same  crop  growing  up  to 
tim  trenches,  makes  them  very  dijficolt  to  see  at  decisive 
mfiintry  ranges, 

15.  Sunken  gun  pits  were  constructed  in  some  instances, 
in  otiiers  they  were  of  the  ordinary  typo.  A  camjdete  system 
[>f  covert  ways  connected  all  works  on  the  eastern  side  of 
"le  mlway  line  with  the  city  in  rear,  the  Imttlementa  of  which 

^were  defended  for  a  timec 

16<  No  redoubt  was  captured  by  asaault  on  front  or  danks 
— some  were  entered  by  the  gorge^  but  most  wore  abandoned 
before  the  Japanese  got  into  them.  In  the  redoubt  of  which  a 
plan*  is  attached  there  are  upwards  of  one  hundred  shell  marks 
on   the   parapets  and     bombproofs   from    proJectile«(  of,   it  is 

li)eUeved,  tield  mortars,  and  possibly  a  few  high-exploaivets^  but 

^Ho  appreciable  damage  was  done  to  it^ 


lUmarkg  hy  LieuL-Oeneral  Sir  W.  G.  Niehol-stm^  K^CM* 

I  concur  generally  itt  the  views  expreased  in  tlie  aocom* 
Eiying  report  by  Colonel  TuUoch,  with  regard  to  which  1  offer 
be  following  ol^eervations : — 

(a)  All  or  almost  all  the  more  important  defences  from 

Kan  Shan    to   Liau-yang  apj^enr  to  have  been  construrted  by 

e  labour*     From  this  i  should  be  inclined  to  conclude  that 

lie  Roaahtn  troops  have  not  been  adequately  trained,  or  at  any 

xiB  are  riot  adepts,  in  the  construction  of  entrenchmenta  aod 

ield  worknj    and  this  view   is  borne    out   by  wliat  Sir   Ian 

^    iilton  has  reported  with  respeei  to  the  superiority  of  the 
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Japanese  in  providing  cover  for  their  infantry  and  artilleiy  in 
the  presence  or  vicinity  of  the  enemy. 

(6)  At  Nan  Shan,  owing  to  the  restricted  and  ocHispiciious 
nature  of  the  site  and  the  sparse  v^;etatioQ,  conoeahnent  of 
the  defensive  works  was  almost,  if  not  quite,  impossible.  This 
remark,  however,  does  not  apply  to  the  works  between  Nan 
Shan  and  Liao-yang. 

(c)  At  Shou-shan-pu  and  Liao-yang  the  design  of  the 
defences  was,  in  my  opinion,  excellent.  Moreover,  the  former 
position  was  almost  an  ideal  one,  being  very  strong  against 
frontal  attack,  well  protected  on  the  £uik8,  and  with  ample 
facilities  for  reinforcement  or  withdrawal  to  the  rear.  The 
works  also  between  Shou-shan-pu  and  liao-yang  were  most 
formidable.  Moreover,  the  railway  line  from  Liao-yang  for 
about  a  mile  to  the  north  had,  I  understand,  been  prepared  for 
defence  by  the  construction  of  earthen  parapets  on  the  embank- 
ment upon  which  the  rails  are  laid.  This  materially  facilitated 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Russian  troops,  as  it  secured  their  use  of 
the  railway  until  the  last  moment.  Although  I  went  over  the 
works  at  Shou-shan-pu  in  company  with  General  Oku,  and  also 
saw  most  of  the  defences  intervening  between  Shon-shan-pu 
and  Liao-yang,  I  regret  that  I  was  unable  to  visit  and  examine 
the  works  protecting  the  railway,  and  therefore  can  only  speak 
of  them  from  hearsay. 

(d)  I  noticed  at  Shou-shan-pu  aiul  Liao-yang  that  troua  de 
lowp  were  freely  used  as  olistacles  in  combination  with  wire 
entanglements  in  front  of  the  entrenchment&  These  were  some 
8  feet  deep,  with  pointed  stakes  fixed  at  the  bottom.  The  work 
had  been  very  neatly  executed,  obviously  by  Chinese  labour. 
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(38)  The  Defence  Works  of  the  Second  Jap&neee 
Army  Nortti  of  Tieh-ling, 


Rkpobt  by  Colonel  J.  W<  G.  TuLLOCH,  Indian  Army,  Calcutta, 
6th  January  1906. 


(I)  Low  command 

Oeneral  view    - 

Traverses      -  *  - 

(4)  Communication  under  cover 


(3) 


(5)  Da 

(6)  Overhead  cover 

(7)  A  ^mall  redoubt 


da 


Machine  gun  emplii«oemeDi 

Do.  da 

Observation  posts  -  -        - 

Do.  do.       * 

Interior  of  machine  gun  emplacement 
Head-cover        -  -  -         - 

(H)  Infantry  firing  from  cover     - 
{l5)  Do,  da 


(8) 

(0) 

(10) 

on 

(12) 


bound  in  text 


fit  was  not  until  after  the  armistice  had  been  signed  that 
the  attach^  of  the  Second  Anny  were  p«nnitted  to  Inspect  the 
line  of  defence  constxucted  by  that  Army  or  even  to  gain  any 
eiuiet  information  regarding  the  line  taken  up  or  the  character 
of  the  worka 

So  far  a5  the  Second  Army  wtis  coneenied,  the  line  taken 
up  extended  from  a  point  5  miles  north  of  the  townabip  of 
Chang-tu  Fu,  due  went  for  a  distance  of  1 5  mile^,  and  wna  held 
by  time  division^  the  5thp  3rd  and  4th,  in  otder  from  ea«t  to 
west.  Of  the«e  the  works  of  the  Srti  Division  were  the  only  ones 
which  were  visited. 

Up  as  fnr  north  as  Mukden  the  ratlway  line  akirta  the 
spura  of  the  mountains,  and  the  ecHintry  aide  to  the  west  is  one 
vast  plain.  At  Tiehding,  however,  the  valley  of  the  Liao  narrowa 
to  a  gorapn  and  then  runa  in  a  weaterty  direction,  while  tha 
railway  Tine  continues  ita  oonrae  due  north.  At  Kai-ydmn 
atatiou  undulating  country  is  readied  and  everywhere  north  of 
this  ia  a  suooesaion  of  spurs  and  valleys  trending  from  eaat  to 
with  underfeaturas  to  the  north  and  aauth.     It  waa  along 
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one  of  these  spurs  that  the  Japanese  took  up  their  line  of  di^fence, 
hut  the  works  constructed  did  not  follow  the  spar  in  its  entirety ; 
the  line  seemed  on  the  contrary  to  have  been  drawn  arbitrarily 
from  point  to  point,  the  fact  being  that  the  oountry  was  one  of 
those  tempting  ones  full  of  gentle  undulatioDB  where,  if  too  much 
initiative  had  been  left  to  individuals,  there  would  have  been  a 
temptation  to  go  on  and  on,  discarding  positions  in  -rear  and 
taking  up  points  in  advance  until  cohesion  between  the  different 
defence  works  would  have  been  lost. 

For  once  in  these  gently  sloping  hills,  the  large  villages  which 
formed  the  most  prominent  feature  in  the  plains  of  the  liao 
disappear,  and  their  places  are  taken  by  small  hamlets  of  from 
ten  to  twenty  houses  each.  It  was  only  here  and  there  that 
these  hamlets  came  into  the  line  of  defence  and  could  be  utilized, 
and  the  works  for  the  most  part  took  the  form  of  long  lines  of 
universal  pattern  trenches  with  the  flanks  thrown  back — almost 
too  long  to  be  called  redoubts — with  open  goiges  and  deep 
approaches  leading  into  them  from  cover  in  rear.  The  fronts  and 
flanks  of  all  these  works  were  strongly  protected  with  wire 
entanglements,  never  more  than  three  rows,  sometimes  less, 
fastened  to  stakes  about  three  inches  in  diameter  and  so  strongly 
embedded  in  the  ground  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  shiJce 
them. 

These  entanglements  varied  from  25  to  50  yards  from  the 
trenches  which  they  were  protecting ;  and  in  some  cases  after 
an  interval  of  15  yards  a  row  of  abattis  was  to  be  found  beyond 
the  wire.  This  abattis  consisted  of  one  branch  only  and 
seemed  to  be  intended  to  conceal  the  wire  entanglement  rather 
than  to  offer  an  obstacle  in  itself  as  it  was  not  embedded  in  the 
ground  or  concealed  in  any  way. 

Poles  with  conspicuously  large  tin  discs  nailed  on  to  them 
were  placed  to  mark  the  distances  in  front  of  the  trenches; 
observation  platforms  were  arranged  among  the  upper  branches 
of  all  suitable  trees ;  while  everywhere  along  the  roads  in  rear 
were  sign  posts  showing  where  each  road  and  cross  road  led  to, 
and  rough  maps  painted  on  boards  marked  the  positions  of  the 
nearest  villages  and  their  names. 

The  main  features  of  the  works  were : — 

(1)  Their  low  command,  which  is  best  shown  by  photograph 
No.  1,  which  was  taken  at  a  distance  of  25  yards :  the  flgore 
shown  in  it  was  standing  on  the  exact  crest  of  the  parapet  It 
will  be  noticed  that  only  the  tops  of  the  main  traverses  are 
visible,  that  the  crops  were  left  standing  behind  the  works,  and 
that  grass  was  growing  on  the  tops  of  the  traverses  themselves. 

(2)  The  largo  number  of  traverses.     See  photogn^h  No,  2. 
The  main  traverses  were  never  more  than  15  yards  apart, 

and  in  many  cases  considerably  less,  while  smaller  intennediaie 
traverses  were  often  so  close  together  as  only  to  give  room  for 
three  and  sometimes  only  two  men  between  them* 
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Tht  dimeofltons  of  the  main  traverses  were  - — 
Length  -  -  -  -     9    feet 


Thickness 

Height  above  crest  of  parapet 


*  13  iQchea 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  these  tFaverses  were  con^itr acted  so  as 
to  leave  room  for  men  to  stand  between  them  and  the  parapet 
The  works  were  not,  so  far  as  one  could  see  (the  kaoliang  was 
then  at  its  highest),  open  to  enfilade  fire  from  any  direction,  but 
the  undulating  nature  of  the  countty  rendered  this  provision  a 
wise  precaution. 

Photograph  No,  3  shows  up  the  position  of  the  wire  entangle- 
nieuts  with  reference  to  the  trench,  and  also  the  proximity  of  the 
timverses  to  each  other.  The  entrance  to  a  machine  gun  position 
ean  t)e  seen  on  the  extreme  left 

(3)  The  third  important  feature  was  the  immense  amount  of 
laliour  fipent  in  making  free  communications  under  cover  in  rear 
of  the  parapets.  This  can  be  seen  from  photo^apha  Noa.  4 
and  5.     The  ditclii^s  shown  were  S  feet  deep  antl  as  many  broad. 

Fbotograph  6  is  a  nearer  view  of  the  overhead  cover  sliown 
in  photograph  4,  This  wjis  only  provided  in  a  very  few 
inslaneos ;  for  the  moat  part  there  was  neitlier  head-cover  nor 
overhead  cover  of  any  sort  provided. 

One  small  redoubt  was  constnicteil  entirely  as  nhown  in 
photogniph  7.  The  work  wa^  intended  to  be  used  for  a  man  to 
fire  over  standinj^^  and  the  inside  space  below  the  logs  gave 
•nf&cient  room  for  hirn  to  sit  down  under  perfect  cover. 

Photographs  8  and  9  are  the  exterior  and  interior  views  of  a 
tnachine  gun  position :  the  dark  ahadow  in  No.  3  shows  where 
Ike  superior  slope  of  the  works  has  been  cut  away  so  as  to  clear 
the  fnmt  for  a  second  gun. 

Pliotographs  10  and  It  sliow  the  commanding  officers*  obser- 
vation posts  m  the  centres  of  their  respective  works* 

Photograph  12  is  the  interior  of  a  machine  gun  position. 
Standing  crops  in  front  almost  conceal  the  embrasure* 

Photograph  13  is  a  sample  of  the  head-cover — the  only  one 
I  saw.     The  bags  are  ordinaiy  ration  ones. 

Photographs  Nos,  14  and  15  are  ver^'  important  ones.  Tlie 
first  shows  Japanese  infantry  firing  from  a  trench,  and  the 
second — taktm  irom  a  few  paces  in  front — ^how  little  they  expose 
themselves  to  the  enemy. 

Every  Japanese  trench  has  a  niche  cut  out  of  the  crest  of 
the  parapet,  as  shown  in  section  of  a  trench  on  the  nejct  page. 
This  niche  i*  for  the  sake  of  givine  Iiim  free  play  for  his  right 
hand  and  forearm.  His  le/i  hand,  instead  of  reating  on  the 
parapet,  holds  the  butt  of  the  rifle  at  the  toe  and  presses  it 
into  the  shoulder.  The  rifie  itself  rests  on  the  crest  of  the 
parapet*  and  he  can  get  a  steady  aim  white  at  the  same  time 
oftenng  a  minimum  amount  of  exposure  to  the  enemy. 
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The  whole  of  the  works  were  a  marvel  of  neatness  in  their 
construction,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  they  were  done 
entirely  by  infantry  soldiers*  The  commatidaat  of  each  divisional 
engineer  battalion  merely  directed  that  a  certain  type  of  work 
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tl 


should  be  made  on  certain  ground,  and  then  left  it  to  be  carried 
out  entirely  under  the  superintendence  of  infantry  regimental 
and  battalion  commanders. 
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(39>  Bussian  and  Japanese  Field  Defences. 


BlFORT  by  Lieut-Colonel  E.  Agar,  Royal  Engineers, 
JaDuary  1906,* 


FlaU 

Roasiaii  dofenaiye  poeitioa  near  Tieh-liog  • 


-    Map  88. 


The  recent  campaign  in  Manchuria  has  been  Kpecially 
remarkable  for  the  abnormal ly  long  intervalB,  according  io 
modeni  ideas,  which  have  elapsed  between  the  iin])ortant 
intched  battles.  The  climate  and  nature  of  the  country  were 
such  that  during  certain  portions  of  the  yeatj  extending  over 
eowiidembla  periods  of  time,  active  operations  on  a  lai^  scale  were 
quite  out  of  the  question.  During  this  enforced  cessation  of 
bosttlities  ample  opportunities  occurred  for  both  sides  to  very 
greatly  increase  the  strength  of  their  respective  positions  by 
means  of  field  defeocea,  Aa  a  general  rule  the  soil,  except  during 
the  hard  frosts  of  winter,  wlmn  nothing  could  be  done  with  it, 
was  easily  workedp  and  stood  well  of  itself  without  revetting; 
wlule  the  Chinese  villages,  with  the  tiiud  walls  aurrounditig 
them,  and  with  the  numerous  mud  walls  in  their  interior^ 
readily  lent  themselves  to  preparation  aa  strong  defenaive  poetn. 

An  extensive  use  of  field  works,  combined  with  a  strong 
national  tendency  to  act  on  the  defensive^  have  always  been 
marked  chaniCteriHtics  of  Russian  troope. 

#  #  •  •  « 

1  much  regret  that  the  very  day  upon  which  the  foreign 
military  attach^  were  pemutted  to  start  on  a  visit  to  the 
Japanese  fiiBt  line  of  defence,  I  had  to  leave  the  front  for  Japan 
in  accordance  with  my  onlers.  and  my  information  m  to  thin 
excellent  line  of  defences  m  therefore  only  second-hand ;  the 
aeoomiMitiyin^  photographs,  too,  of  this  line  were  not  t^iken  by 
myself,  bat  were  taken  by  other  attaches  at  my  request, 

Japanese  Defenaive  Line  at  the  end  of  tlie  War. 

The  line  of  defence  taken  up  for  the  Second  Army^  under 
ins  ructions  from  the  General  Staif«  was  not  defined  by  any 
marked  natural  feature.  There  was,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a 
fairly  well-defined  natural  ridge»  but  this  could  not  be  utilized, 
aa  it  ran  somewhat  obliquely  to  the  line  of  defence,  which  had 

*  A  nnmher  of  phofee^aphs  were  ambmltied  with  Uiit  report,  bi»l  ui 
Ihoitld  defeacet  shown  did  mot  maUriallj  differ  fh)ni  theae  illQiimied  in 
the  preeedlog  report,  thej  have  not  been  rtprodnoed. 
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to  be  taken  up  in  mich  a  Tnatmer  as  to  oonlonn  to  tlie 
requirements  of  the  Armies  on  either  flaok. 

The  country  was  undulating,  but  fell  gradually  to  the  front 
for  a  little  over  a  mile,  and  then  rose  gradually  again  to  a 
distance  of  some  three  miles  from  the  Japanese  defraeiTe  line. 
The  works  were  more  or  less  contiauoas,  especially  those  eoo- 
structed  by  the  3rd  Division,  which  had  had  throughout  the 
campaign  more  experience  in  entrenching  than  any  other 
divisions  composing  the  Second  Army,  and  whose  works  were 
therefore  perhaps  the  most  carefully  executed.  At  the  aame 
time,  however,  large  gaps  were  left  sufficient  for  the  passage  for 
counter-attacks  of  regiments  or  even  of  brigades.  All  important 
points  were  occupied  by  closed  works,  the  most  noticeable  feature 
about  which  was  their  unusually  large  size.  Whereas  such 
works  had  hitherto  been  epnstru^ed  for  only  a  company,  these 
were  made  to  be  held  by  three  companies  of  two  htinclred  men 
each,  with  probably  the  fourth  company  of  the  battalion  in 
reserve.  The  forts  were  some  2,000  yards  apart,  and  were 
intended  for  defence  by  rifle  and  machine  gun  Are  only,  and 
contained  no  guns.  Positions  for  the  latter  had  been  prepared 
some  distance  in  rear,  in  the  intervals  between  the  forts, 
flanking  the  latter,  and  bringing  a  croas-flro  to  bear  on  the 
ground  in  front. 

Such  villages  and  hamlets  as  could  be  utilized  in  the  general 
scheme  were  put  into  a  state  of  defence — ^walls  loc^oled, 
communications  made,  &c.,  &c.,  while  between  these  and  the 
gun  positions  and  forts  stretches  of  trench  and  parapet  of  varied 
lengths  were  erected,  with  obstacles  (barbed  wire  entanglements 
and  abattis),  under  dose  infantry  fire,  at  abont  60  yards,  in 
front  of  all  defences. 

In  one  case,  where  the  ground  was  favourable,  a  small 
stream  had  been  dammed  up  and  formed  into  an  inundation. 
In  another,  an  old  Chinese  wall  had  been  utilized  in  the 
defensive  line.  In  fact  the  whole  terrain  had  been  made  nae  of 
to  the  sreatest  possible  advantage.  Along  praetieally  the  entire 
front  of  this  position  was  a  glacis-like  slope,  extending  for  at 
least  some  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  yards,  while  beyond  tiiis 
again  the  ground  was  well  exposed  to  artillery  fire.  In  parts 
of  the  line  the  kaoliang  had  been  half  broken  off  a  few  indies 
above  the  ground  and  bent  down,  thus  making  a  most  formidable 
additional  obstacle  in  front  of  the  artificial  obstacles  already 
prepared  in  advance  of  the  works.  A  few  of  the  front  rows  of 
the  ka^iliang,  which  is  some  ten  feet  high,  were  left  standing  in 
order  to  conceal  the  works  from  view. 

Every  efiort  had  evidently  been  made  to  provide  concealment 
from  view,  the  works  themselves,  whether  fire-trencbea  or 
redoubts,  having  a  low  command  of  only  18  inches,  combined 
with  a  suitable  background,  which  would  prevent  heads  from 
showing  up  against  the  sky-line,  this  backgroond  being  ira^ 
quently  made  up  to  the  Yie\^\i  tqc^\t«^  \a  IxiXSX  ^kSo&^K^^iset.    In 
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maojr  places,  botli  In  iha  trenches  and  in  the  redoubifir  over- 
head ^iplmterproof  cover  against  shrapael  fire  waa  provided  on 
the  parapet  itself^  the  men  iinng  tiirough  a  hon^ntal  aperture 
BOine  eight  inches  in  depth.  No  dauht,  la  the  event  of  the  buck- 
gfound  bein^  bad,  and  heads  showing  tip  tiirough  the  tiori2ontal 
slit,  strips  of  eanvaa  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  KUBponded 
from  the  rear  of  the  overhead  cover,  aa  was  done,  I  Ixjlieve, 
towards  the  end  of  the  niege  of  Port  Arthur.  An  elbow*reet  is 
an  inviuiable  feature  of  alJ  Japanese  fire-trenches  ;  these  trenches 
gave  very  good  concealment  from  view  and  very  ^{ood  cover  to 
the  men  ooeupj^ing  thenu 

Another  very  noticeable  feature  in  thU  defenfiive  line  was 
the  very  large  amount  of  traversing  provided.  In  eome  places, 
it  in  true^  there  was  room  for  from  eight  to  ten  rifles  l>etween 
traverser,  Viut  tm  a  rula  there  wai(  not  3}mce  for  mora  Hum  two  or 
three,  A  fairly  cooinion  type  was  to  have  two  btrger  travt^ises 
with  two  splinterproof  travernes  in  between,  leavinif  room  for 
two  riflea  in  each  of  tiie  intervGoing  spaces.  Occasionally  the 
Iraversaa  wi^re  alternately  attached  to  and  detached  from  the 
pampet 

Bliniled  cover  was  everywhere  very  freely  provided,  both  in 
the  interior  of  the  redoubts  and  for  the  intervening  treneheji. 

Th«  redoubts  themselves  were  cloaed  works,  in  the  foiin  of 
blunted  lunettes,  with  aogles  of  about  120  degrees  at  the 
shoulders^ 

The  front  faces  were  about  100  yards  long^  the  flanks 
50  yards,  and  the  work  wim  cloHecl  with  a  straight  gorge  some 
150  yards  in  length.  The  dxtchea  were  about  10  feet  wide  at 
the  top,  and  from  7  to  8  feet  deep,  and  were  flanked  by  a 
double  ca|K)nieF  at  one  shoulder  and  by  a  single  one  at  the 
Cither.  The  nnichine  guns  were  placed  in  these  caponiem,  but 
©ould  also  be  utilise  1  for  the  general  licfence  of  the  work. 
High  barbed  wire  entanglements,  well  concealed  from  view* 
were  phiced  about  sixty  yards  in  front  of  the  fi iin;.^  parapets. 

In  the  centre  of  t  k  wa»  a  blinded  conning- tower^  to 

l)e  uiied  im  a  piKst  of  ul  an  by  the  comniandiiig  otBc^r. 

The  whole  of  the  work  on  thb  defence  line  hud  been  most 
neatly  and  carefully  executed,  Among  ^be  foreign  military 
attach^  prcReot  with  the  Second  Japanese  Anny  it  wa§  the 
universal  opinion  that  had  the  war  continued,  and  had  the 
Russians  venture  to  attack  this  defenaiv€  Unep  they  would 
certainly  have  met  with  a  most  signal  reverse.  There  i%  how* 
over,  no  poi^able  doubt  that  they  would  never  have  been  so 
nifth  as  to  do  so* 


Ruaman  Ikfenmv€  Work^. 

Acting  generally  on  the  defensive,  the  Russians  have  always 
realized  to  the  full  the  x'^alue  of  Held  defences,  and  even  at  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign  their  works  were  greatly 
SQparioF  to  those   of  the  Japa&t^ae,     As  m  mW^ftieit  tS^wMi^ 
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were  well  placed,  and  the  positions  of  the  fire-trenches  care^ 
fully  and  judiciously  selected  and,  generally  speaking,  very 
difficult  to  locate,  more  eapecially  as  the  war  progressed  As  a 
rule,  the  lines  of  trenches  were  very  much  multiplied,  Ihert 
being  several  rows  one  behind  the  other^  with  numerous  con- 
nectmg  trenches  and  approaches  to  the  front  Una  Unl^s 
several  tiers  of  fire  are  obtained  thereby  the  principle  does  not 
seem  a  good  one,  as  there  would  appear  to  be  a  likelihood,  with 
the  knowledge  that  there  are  other  lines  behind  to  fall  back 
upon,  of  a  less  obstinate  defence  of  the  &rt  line. 

A  good  instance  of  this  multiplieatioii  of  linea  of  fin* 
trenches  wiU  be  found  in  the  Russian  defensive  positioii  oo  the 
heights  to  the  east  of  Tieh-ling,  which  was  fort^Bed  bat  never 
held.  A  complete  plan  has  been,  so  I  was  informed,  already 
forwarded  of  this  defensive  position  by  Li^it-Qeneral  Sir  C.  J. 
Burnett,  KC.B.* 

The  works  were  very  extensive,  and  as  most  of  them  had 
to  be  made  in  very  hard  and  rocky  soil  the  amount  of  labour 
involved,  which  was  carried  out  by  Chinese  coolies,  must  have 
been  very  great  indeed. 

The  upper  summit  of  each  prominent  spur  was  oeeopied 
by  a  closed  work,  provided  with  ample  blinded  cover  in  the 
interior  and  with  well-covered  deep  approaches  from  the  rear, 
leading  up  to  the  continuous  line  of  fire-trenches  which  followed 
the  appermost  form-line  of  the  hills,  but  generaUy  some  Mty 
yards  (rarely  as  little  as  twenty  yards)  below  the  actoal  crest 
line.  This,  I  noticed,  was  the  usual  position  selected  by  the 
Russians  for  their  fire-trenches  both  here  and  elsewhere,  as  the 
men's  heads  did  not  then  show  up  against  the  sky-lina 

Between  the  redoubts,  and  foUowing  the  intervening  contour 
line,  was  an  almost  continuous  trench,  while  below  the  redoubts 
were  two  other  tiers  of  fire-trenches,  the  one  following  the 
topmost  contour  of  the  spur  and  the  other  the  contour  at  the 
firet  change  of  slope  below.  Each  of  these  was  oonneoted,  by 
numerous  covered  approaches,  with  the  trenches  and  redoabis 
above  and  to  the  rear.  All  the  guns  were  apparently  intended 
to  be  placed  in  batteries  situated  in  the  uppermost  line  of 
trenches,  where  there  were  emplacements  for  some  tiiirty  guos 
and  two  howitzers. 

The  works  were  all  cut  out  of  the  solid  ground  and  the  earth 
scattered  both  to  front  and  rear,  while  the  glacis  of  the  redoubts 
was  cut  away  so  as  to  conceal  the  obstacles  placed  in  them. 
The  works  must  have  been  most  difficult  of  detection  from  the 
enemy's  side,  even  at  a  very  short  distance. 

Where  favourable  natural  features  existed,  such  as  low-lying 
knolls,  &a,  the  Russians,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  would  make 
use  of  tl^m  for  excavating  redoubts  out  of  them.  These 
redoubts,  of  course,  had  little  or  no  command,  but  they  were 
most  admirably  concealed  from  view. 

•  See  Map  88. 
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At  Chang^-iu  Fa,  the  noribemmost  town  of  importance  oecu- 
pied  by  the  Second  Japanese  Army,  I  found  precisely  the  same 
fijBtem  of  several  lines  of  defence,  one  behind  the  other,  in  vogne 
iji  the  Russian  lines  of  defence  there ;  hut  whereas  at  Ti eh- ling 
there  were  severul  tiers  of  fire,  at  Cbonc-tu  Fu  only  one  could 
be  UMed  at  a  time,  the  ground  being  quite  flat 
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The  Russian  defenc^e  were  not  always  uniform  in  character* 
Around  Mukden,  for  inntance,  there  was  a  marked  ditference 
in  the  character  of  the  defences.  Wherever  the  works  were  of 
great  tncitcal  importance*  there  the  best  engineers  had  been 
employed.  ThuB  the  works  in  the  front  line  were  of  the 
most  modem  design  and  were  exceedingly  well  made.  They 
bad  been  e^ectit^xi  at  a  later  ditte  than  the  works  in  the  second 
lino.  They  were  particularly  well  concealed  from  view,  wei^ 
well  enfiladed,  had  a  good  cro6S*tire  over  the  intervening  ground, 
which  was  Biso  nwept  by  fire  from  oc^^aaional  fire-treticbeB  in  the 
iniarval  (specially  disposed  so  as  to  take  full  advantage  of  the 
cooiourB  of  the  ground),  as  well  a^  from  short  wing  fire-trenche« 
of  the  works  themselves. 

In  the  second  line,  however,  which  was  considerably  further 
to  the  rear,  the  defences  were  of  a  very  ordinary  character  and 
of  antiquated  deiign.  liere  the  works  were  all  laid  out  niore  or 
less  regularly^  wiuiout  taking  advantam  of  the  nature  of  the 
gnmndi  and  with  the  connecting  trencTies  laid  out  in  straight 
liut^. 

The  most  striking  characteristic  of  the  later  Ruasian  defences 
wai  undoubtedly  concealinent.  Every  car©  was  taken  to  have 
as  little  showing  above  ground  as  po^ible,  and,  wht^never  it 
could  be  done  without  showing  up  the  position  of  the  worku,  the 
excavated  earth  wna  not  used  In  any  way  as  a  parapet,  but  was 
scattered  over  the  ground,  if  possible  to  the  rear.  When 
obstacles  were  used  they  were  placed  below  grottud  level  and 
kept  out  of  flight  of  the  enemy.  Bather  than  let  them  show 
above  ground  tltey  would  omit  theni  altogether.  Ah  already 
explained,  where  the  ground  was  favourable,  works  were  simply 
excavated  and  given  no  command.  Very  particular  care  was 
devoted  to  the  concealiaetit  of  the  machine  gun  emplacements, 
OA  it  was  well  known  that  if  their  position  were  once  located  they 
were  Liable  to  be  quickly  put  out  of  action  by  artillery  fire. 

As  a  natural  consequence  of  having  so  Httla  showing  above 
the  surface  of  the  ground  it  followed,  that  in  order  to  obtain  tJie 
neoiflttflry  amount  of  cover,  it  became  obligatory  to  dig  deeper, 
Wbeiher  sucli  a  vast  amount  of  labour  as  wm  entailed  would  be 
poffsible  in  a  European  campaign,  and  witetber  sufficient  time  for 
lia  execution  would  be  availaUe,  is  very  much  open  to  question ; 
but,  given  the  neceasory  amount  of  time  at  dittposal,  it  would 
OS  A  rule  undoubtedly  be  fully  justified  by  tha  result  In  the 
ounpaigti  in  Manchuria  there  wiiM  nearly  always  ample  iinie  for 
digging  00  deep  as  desired. 
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In  place  of  making  loopholes  a  common  practice  with  the 
Russians  was  to  make  a  small  hollowing  out  of  the  interior  trm% 
and  superior  slope  from  the  spot  at  which  the  nmn  fired,  th« 
hollow  falling  away  to  nothing  a  couple  of  feet  in  front  of  tbi 
crest,  thus  giving  the  top  of  the  parapet  a  corrugated  appearance. 

Owing  to  the  excellence  of  their  defences  the  Russian  troops; 
while  actually  holding  them,  apparently  lost  comparatively  f^w 
men  either  by  infantry  or  artillery  tire.  A  very  good  instance  of 
this  is  offered  by  the  redoubt  at  Sba-to-tzu  on  the  south-west 
front  of  the  Mukden  defences,  just  north  of  the  Hun  Ho.  This 
work  was  attacked  over  and  over  again  by  the  Japanese 
5th  Division  on  the  9th  March  1905,  but  owing  to  the  heavy 
losses  the  progress  of  the  attack  was  v&rj  slow.  Finally  tli 
attacking  troops  succeeded  in  getting  u|i  to  within  about  two 
hundred  and  eighty  yards  of  the  redoubt,  but  once  there  could 
advance  no  further.  At  this  point  alone,  owing  to  the  stubborn* 
ness  of  the  defence,  the  dead  lay  side  by  side  more  than  one  maa 
to  the  yard  (according  to  the  evidence  of  eye-witnesses  foreign 
military  attach^,  who  visited  the  site  the  following  morning)^ 
while  the  wounded  were  obliged  to  lie  beside  the  dead  till  the 
following  morning,  when  the  general  retreat  of  the  Russiims 
caused  the  enemy  to  evacuate  the  redoubt 

During  the  9th  MarcLi  the  Japanese  5th  Division  lost  sivme 
3,000  killed  and  wounded,  of  whom  the  great  majority  fell  m 
the  attack  on  this  fort  at  Sha-to-tzu.  Inside  the  redoubt,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  were  only  foimd  some  15  Russian  dead,  while 
about  50  rifles  were  collected. 

No  doubt  the  above  did  not  represent  the  total  of  the  losses 
of  the  Russians  holding  the  work,  but  in  any  case  the  difference 
between  the  leases  of  attackers  and  defeuders  most  have  been 
very  great. 

So  well  had  the  works  along  the  whole  of  the  first  line  of 
defence  on  the  west  fi*ont  of  Mukden  been  concealed  that  the 
Japanese  troops  in  several  instances  got  up  to  within  some 
three  hundred  yards  of  them  before  they  were  aUe  to  locate  them 
exactly. 

Improvised  Cover  on  the  Field  of  Battle. 

Passing  now  from  the  more  permanent  field  defences  which 
it  was  found  possible  to  construct  in  advanee,  it  will  be  of 
interest  to  see  what  amount  of  hastily  improvised  eover  eonld 
be  obtained  by  troops  on  the  actual  field  of  battle  in  presence  of 
the  enemy  and  also  during  the  progress  of  an  atlsdc 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  one  tool — either  a  shovel, 
pickaxe,  or  cutting  implement— was  carried  by  50  per  cent, 
of  the  infantry,  fiy  the  experience  gained  during  the  war, 
however,  it  was  found  necessary  to  increase  this  proportion,  «k) 
towards  the  end  of  the  campaign  twu  out  of  every  three  infantry 
soldiers,  or  66  per  cent.,  carried  either  an  entrenching  or  m 
cutting  tool 
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The  light  shovels  and  pickaxes^  together  with  the  hanil-axes 
aod  saw6,  ootuBtituto  the  light  entrenching  tools  and  are  carried 
oa  the  men,  the  remainder  being  the  heavy  entrenching  tools, 
whidi  are  earned  with  the  light  baggage  of  the  battalion* 

The  tnfnntiT  entrenching  toolB  are  {micticiilly  the  flame  a» 
theme  Oiied  in  Germany,  The  shovel  is  50  cm.  (al>out  IDj  ina) 
length.  It  haa  no  T-head  to  the  handle,  but  has  a  small  knob 
and  weigha  a  little  over  2  lbs.,  which  ie  also  the  wtii^ht  of  the 
sinall  piekai^d,  Some  of  the  meTi  also  carried  a  small  case 
cocitaimiig  tracing  eord  or  naik  or  a  box -tape* 

The  Kitarian  entrenching  tools  differ  principally  from  the 
Japanese  ones  in  having  no  knob  at  the  end  of  the  handle.  So 
many  of  these  were  captured  by  the  Japanese  that  th<^y  ne%'er 
ran  short  of  entrenching  tools,  and  the  Kiiseian  onos  were  very 
largely  in  use  at  the  latter  end  of  the  war. 

Acting  ahiioi^t  always  on  the  affensive,  the  Japanese  came 
to  most  thoroughly  appreciate  the  value  of  the^  tools,  for  (he 
ttmployment  of  which  the  soit  of  a  great  part  of  Southern 
Mandmria  is  peeuliarly  w^ll  ailapted.  There  are,  in  the  plains, 
no  stones  whatever  and  the  clayey  soil  is  easily  worked,  and  in 
the  dry  weather,  laating  most  of  the  year,  it  Htands  well  without 
nsvetting. 

Am  a  rule,  when  the  crops  were  down,  the  ground  over  which 
the  attacks  had  perforce  to  be  made  was  as  bare  as  the  ha  reft  t 
South  African  veld,  and  even  the  very  smallest  particle  of  eover 
wan  invaluable.  Ountrary  to  the  experiences  of  the  South 
African  war,  whero,  owing  to  the  eseetlent  8hi>oUng  of  the  Boers, 
eepeciaily  at  the  longer  ranges  (which  shooting,  amounting  to 
markmanabip,  should  in  my  humble  opinion  be  looked  upon  as 
wholly  i^%eeptiotial  and  not  taken  as  *  guide  in  futun^  cain[)aigna)» 
very  lieavy  looses  were  e^eptrienced  at  even  the  very  longest 
ttffi&eiive  rangee,  tliera  were,  in  the  campaign  in  Manchuria, 
generally  speaking,  very  few  losses  indeed  at  the  more  distant 
effective,  ranges,  and  comparatively  few  at  even  close  effective 
ranges.  The  losses  were  also  minimized  by  the  wounded  being 
ordered,  whenever  cafiable  of  doing  so,  to  ran  back  from  the 
firing-line,  during  its  advance,  to  tlie  nearest  first-aiil  dressing 
station.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  not  be  safe  to  take  the 
loffies  at  the  longer  ranges  in  Manchuria  as  a  guide  to  probable 
losses  at  similar  ranges  in  a  European  wiir,  for  it  would  seem  to 
h«  tiutte  within  the  bounds  ui'  probability  that  the  shooting  of 
the  RussiiiR  soldier  is  not  up  to  the  average  standard  of  the 
markamanithip  in  the  principal  antii«'s  of  the  i^untinent.  I  Imve 
no  datji  to  go  upon  beyond  the  fkxci  that  very  few  Japanese 
dt*ad  were  ever  ooserved  at  distances  much  beyond  700  yards 
from  the  Russian  posiliona  At  the  shorter  deci^va  rsngeOt 
however,  being,  as  ne  nearly  always  is,  behind  very  good  oov«c, 
it  is  probable  that  tlie  shooting  of  the  Russian  soldier  would 
more  closely  approximate  to  the  F^uropean  standard 

8till,  at  even  modium  and  closer  eflfeetive  raoma,  certain 
losses  were  neoesaarily  incurred^  and  \%  muk  1a  mt^m  Skxm  ^^oiSb 
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(41)  Port  Arthur :  Evolution  of  Bussian  Trenohei. 


Report  by  Captain  Sir  A.  Bannerman,  Bart,  Royal  Engineenb 
5th  March  1906. 


PUxie. 
Russian  Trenches :  Plan  and  Sections  bound  in  Text 


Port  Arthur  abounded  in  excellent  examples  of  the  evolation 
of  an  almost  impregnable  field-work  out  of  a  simple  trench  and 
parapet.  The  &ial  patterns  may  be  taken  as  embodying  all  that 
was  found  essential  under  the  stress  of  war. 

Turning  to  the  attached  drawings : — 

A  is  the  original  type,  or  parent  of  all'  Russian  trenche&  It 
appeared  at  Nan  Shan.  In  those  portions  of  the  Port  Arthur 
defences  which  were  never  closely  pressed,  miles  of  pattern  A 
trench  remained  untouched,  frequently  beaten  and  patted  so  as  to 
get  nice  rectilinear  sections.  Of  the  trenches  surrounding  the 
two  Pan-lung  Shan*  works,  taken  by  storm  in  August  1904,  those 
portions  remaining  intact  after  the  surrender  were  of  section  A 

B  shows  a  trench  hastily  dug  to  defend  the  Feng-hnang 
range  of  hills  immediately  to  the  north  of  the  fortress.  These 
lines  were  taken  by  a  coup  de  main  at  the  close  of  July. 

C  is  a  section  of  the  trench  surrounding  174-Metre  EUU,  an 
advanced  point  in  those  defences  of  which  203-Metre  Hill  formed 
the  keep.  The  trench  was  carried,  with  heavy  loss,  by  the  1st 
Divigiion  on  the  20th  August. 

D  lay  between  Fort  Europatkin  and  the  village  of  Shoi-shih- 
ying.     It  was  taken  on  the  night  of  the  19th  September. 

E  was  really  a  communicating  trench,  round  the  flank  of  the 
work,  from  the  advanced  trench  of  "  P "  Battery4  Bat  the 
arrangement  of  rifle  pits  shown  in  the  drawing  enabled  an 
oblique  fire  to  be  got  from  it,  whilst  protecting  the  firing  line 
from  flanking  tire.  The  traverses  were  evidently  added  as  an 
after-thought.  P  battery  was  taken  on  the  30th  October,  but 
not  without  a  lot  of  trouble. 

F  was  the  advanced  trench  of  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  battery 
and  defied  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese.  It  was 
from  eight  to  ten  feet  deep  provided  with  shrapnel-proof  cover 
overhead  and  *'  cubby-holes  "  beneath  the  banquette,  where  the 

~  *  8m  Map  69^  " 


\ 


w 


•  •  «l 


nuiisuN  sieoE  trencqes. 


651 


gAinEon  could  live  iu  almost  complete  security.  Excopt  for  a 
few  Buiall  magazioaa  at  intervals  of  a  hundred  to  a  hiindrcd  and 
fifty  yards,  no  attempt  was  made  to  render  it  ^*ombproof.  In 
pliu*e5  then^  wiis  practically  no  earth  on  the  overhead  boards. 
No  litraigfat  portton  l«Eiger  than  fifteen  yards  existed. 

This  trench  wasaasralted  in  the  most  desperate  manner  again 
and  again.  On  the  30th  October,  at  1  p.m.,  the  a  tor  n>  era  rushed 
across  the  forty  yards  of  open  ground  from  tha  Japanese  advanced 
piumUeli  one  party  entering  the  trench  whilst  the  remainder 
jumped  across  it  and  made  for  the  battery  a  hnndreil  and  fifty 
yards  up  the  hilL  But  the  trench  proved  a  veritable  imp, 
Onm  inside  it  was  a  hard  matter  to  get  out  again,  men  could 
only  advance  in  single  file,  the  Rossians  would  only  fall  back 
a  few  yards  to  ahoot  from  behind  a  traverse,  they  pelted  th© 
attiekera  with  band-grenades  and  blazing  bundles  of  rag  8oaki^ 
in  oil,  the  woodwork  to*:»k  fire,  and  there  seems  little  doubt  that 
every  man  in  the  trench  perisheil.  With  the  failure  of  the 
rSttempt  on  th©  advanced  trench  ended  the  attack  on  the  battery, 
lirhich  became  a  rout^  two  or  three  national  flags  and  a  litter  of 
bodies  being  left  on  ttie  ground. 

Fmetioally  the  m%nw  thing  happt^nod  on  the  23ni  and  26th 
November,  except  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  penetrate  beyond 
the  trend].  The  failure  of  the  23rd  November  doe«  not  figure 
in  any  of  the  oSicial  reports,  but  a  war  correspondent  was  in 
con  vernation  with  a  genera!  officer,  aliout  11  p.m.,  at  the  momeoi 
that  the  news  an'tved  of  the  sucee^sful  i>ccupation  of  the  treneh^ 
the  event  being  evidently  expceted.  But  before  daylight  the 
Btii&ians  were  again  in  poHsesAion.  In  the  morning  no  trace 
was  left  of  any  fightings  but  there  were  already  bo  many  bodies 
on  the  groun<l  that  the  ailrlition  of  a  few  mure  nttracteHl  no 
attention.  Still  it  is  fxiBsible  that  the  correspcndent  may  have 
been  mistaken  as  to  the  work  captured. 

On  the  26th  November,  in  spite  of  the  most  desperate 
gallantry y  a  determined  daylight  assault  failed.  The  stormem 
c^uld  get  into  the  trench,  but  found  it  impossible  to  work 
along  it 

A  great  deal  of  the  difficulty  was  caused  by  tlie  trace  of  the 
trench,  which  wound  about  the  hillside  so  that  the  works  on  the 
top  of  one  £ipur  enfiladed  the  trench  round  tlie  side  of  the  next. 
The  same  principle  was  applied  at  2 03- Metre  Hill. 

The  Kussiani  reali7.ed»  after  July»  that  the  cotimiun  teat  ions 

their  trenches  muet  be  as  well  covered  as  the  trenches  them* 
^Ives.    ConaequenUy,  steps  tlisappeared  from  the  backhand  uieii 
were  moved  in  and  out  by  the  fianks,  or  by  deep  ogzags  in  nullahs. 
\s  A  result,  except  when  a  portion  of  trench  had  been  destroyed 

filled  in  by  a  shell,  one  never  aaw  a  Russian  moTS^ 
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(42)  Duties  of  a  Japanese  Civil  Oovemor  in  the 
Theatre  of  War. 


Report  by  Lieut-General  Sir  C.  J.  Burnett,  K.CJ3., 
Head-Quarters  Third  Japanese  Army,  I7th  July  1905. 


Thinking  a  description  of  the  duties  and  functions  of  a 
Japanese  civil  governor  of  a  town  in  Manchuria  might  prove 
of  interest,  1  asked  the  Head-Quarter  Staff  of  this  Army  if  they 
would  supply  me  with  details.  They  very  kindly  sent  the  dvil 
governor  himself  with  instructions  to  supply  the  information 
required. 

It  appears  that  the  appointment  of  a  civil  governor  is  made 
by  the  officer  in  command  of  the  Manchurian  Army,  but  in  this 
case  was  appointed  by  General  Nogl  From  this  I  take  it  that 
the  Commander-in-Chief  selects  tovnas  where  civil  govenKM^ 
are  considered  to  be  necessary,  and,  in  some  cases,  nominates 
the  governor.  In  other  cases,  after  naming  the  town  he  leaves 
the  appointment  in  the  hands  of  the  general  officer  commanding 
the  Army  in  whose  district  such  town  may  be. 

Civil  governors  are  duly  appointed  to  important  places,  bat 
never  to  any  town  which  is  at  the  moment  within  the  zone  of 
actual  active  operations.  In  such  a  case  the  military  authorities 
carry  out  all  work  that  may  be  necessary.  The  jurisdiction  of 
civil  governor  is  not  confined  to  the  town  itself,  but  takes  in 
the  surrounding  district  as  far  as  may  be  considered  requisite. 
In  this  town  he  has  powers  within  an  eight-mile  radius. 

The  establishment  at  his  disposal  consists  of — 

2  medical  officers, 

1  adjutant, 

2  interpreters, 

1  non-commissioned  officer  and  5  men  of  the  gendarmes, 
1  subordinate  officer. 

His  duties  are  threefold  and  may  be  classed  as  follows : — 

(1)  To  conciliate  and  give  confidence  to  the  traders  and 

people  in  the  town. 

(2)  To  advise  the  civil  authorities,  and,  if  necessary,  to  assist 

them  in  seeing  that  law  is  efficiently  carried  out 

(3)  To  see  that  proper  sanitary  measures  are  carried  out, 

and   in  this  respect  his  powers  are  supreme  over 

military  and  civilians  alike. 
He  also  fixes  the  prices  at  which  things  are  to  be  sold  in  the 
town,  so  that  no  extortion  can  take  place,  and  the  civil  popula- 
tion shall  not  suffer  in  consequence  of  the  presence  of  the  army 
by  having  to  pay  f aimne  ipcicfc^  iox  tikftit  food* 
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He  18  ifnder  the  immefliaie  nrders  of  the  lospector-Geneml 
of  Lines  of  GQmmuuicatJon  of  the  ThiiTl  Army  to  whom,  in  the 
ordinary  courae  of  events,  he  reports,  but,  be  fan,  and  does 
when  necessary,  report  direct  to  the  generul  officer  coinmandtng 
the  Array.  In  the  same  way,  if  he  fin(l8  the  snnitatiun  of  one 
of  the  men  8  billetH  i»  not  what  it  should  be,  he  reports  to 
the  officer  coiiiiiianfJing  the  company  direct*  !^ohig  to  higher 
authority  if  no  action  is  taken*  The  general  officer  comnianding 
the  Ajrniy  can  send  for  htm  at  auy  tinit^  and  order  him  to  do 
anything  he  may  wish  bs  regards  sanitation,  &c.— that  is  to 
aay,  the  general  officer  commanding  i*^  supreme  in  tins,  as  in  all 
other  matters  within  the  limits  of  his  coiiutuuid. 

It  appears  that  in  Fa-ku-men  and  distrietj  the  people  pimc* 
Ueally  govern  themselves  by  means  of  a  town  council  of  leading 
tradesmen,  with  the  head  military  ofQcial  of  the  Chinese 
troops  as  president  They  find  and  pay  their  own  police,  and 
am  supposed  to  look  after  the  sanitation  of  the  town,  but  as 
their  idetta  are  very  crude  in  thin  matter  it  does  not  bother 
them  much.  In  the  aurrounding  villages  it  in  much  the  snme, 
only  on  a  smaller  scale,  and  the  local  po1ic«^  are  supposed  to 
protect  the  villageni  from  the  attacks  of  the  '*Hujig^hu*tzu/' 
The  Japanese  have  recogmBed  this  military  official  as  head  of 
the  civil  Chinese  government,  and  work  in  ex>ncert  with  him 
and  tiJ^  committee.  The  Japanese  civil  governor  has  no  [Kjwor 
of  administering  justice.  If  a  Chinese  malefactor  of  any  kind 
m  taken  up  by  his  gentliirmeA  he  in%'&3t]gates  the  ease  and 
hands  tlie  man  over  with  the  proceed ings  of  such  investigation 
to  the  ChiT^e^se  official  above  alludoil  U}^  who  sentU  him  on  to 
Kai  yuan  to  be  tried  there  by  a  ChinGse  magistrato  just  ai  Wis 
the  case  formerly.  In  the  same  way^  if  his  police  take  up 
any  one  eonnt-cti^d  with  the  anny,  he  makes  an  investigation 
and  hnnds  the  man  over  to  the  inilitary  autht>ritie.H,  who  alone 
have  the  right  of  punisbijig.  Should  a  spy  be  caught  he  is  at 
once  handed  over  to  the  Head-Quarters  of  the  Army. 

Sanitation  forms  the  chief  portion  of  the  civil  governor'a 
duties.  For  this  purpose,  in  addition  to  his  own  staff,  a  sanitary 
Mmtaittaei  consisting  of  ten  Chirjese  inhabitants  of  the  iowa, 
hsm  been  formed.  They  are  lea^Ung  men,  and  some  of  them 
were  nominated  by  the  Japapese  authorities,  the  remainder  by 
the  townsjieople  themselves.  The  civil  governor  is  president 
nf  this  committee.  They  have  power  of  fining  for  non- 
obsorvance  of  sanitary  rules.  The  rate  of  fines  was  fixed  by 
the  committee  and  varies,  according  to  the  offence,  from  five  y^n 
to  fifty  «*?B*  that  is,  roughly,  fi-om  ten  ahiUiBgs  to  twelvepemse* 

All  fines  are  lianded  over  to  the  committee  and  are  spent  in 
aanitiu<>'  improvements.  The  cost  of  building  anfj  main  tai  rung 
public  latiine^s  is  paid  for  by  taxing  the  people  generatty,  rates 
tieiiig  fixed  by  the  committea  If  a  street  i*  in  bad  order  the 
people  living  in  that  street  must  put  it  in  good  order  or  pay  for 
its  being  done.     The   general   rule  is  thai  every  man  has  to 


644 


PORT  ABf  HUB. 


Remarkably  little  damage  wag  done  to  tlie  trenches  by  the 
biUeiy  of  the  defence.  Even  the  widest  of  parallels  offers  but 
poor  target  to  iodir^^t  fire  with  indifferent  observation,  whilst 
the  direct  6 ring  gnns  of  the  fortress  were  placed  in  such  con- 
spicuous positiotm  that  their  fire  could  easily  be  kept  down  by 
the  artillery  of  the  attack.  The  most  annoyance  was  caused  by  the 
small  quick-firers  and  machine  guns.  The  defence  had  numerouft 
ainall  37-mm.  (1 '  2-inch)  Hotchkisa  guns,  with  very  short  barrels. 
These  little  weapons  appeared  to  fire  the  same  ai^ed  shell  as 
the  South  African  pom-pom  and,  with  a  four  or  five-barrelled 
Nordenfeldt  fii'ing  steel  shot,  formed  a  most  effective  means  of 
worrying  a  sap-head,  no  portable  shield  being  capable  of  with- 
standing them.  Both  these  weapons  can  be  mounted  withcmt 
difficulty  in  an  infantry  trench,  can  be,  easily  moved,  and  will 
fire  through  a  loophole  difiering  little  from  that  for  an  ordinary 
rifle.  The  stream  of  bullets  from  a  Maxim,  though  alartmng^  ia 
not  very  dangerous  to  men  behind  shields. 

To  resist  these  small  shells,  the  sandbfig  para|jets  were  made 
4  feet  thick.  Large  numbers  of  empty  grain  sacks  were  brought 
from  the  Chinese  coast  ports,  which  sacks,  when  laid  flat, 
measured  3  feet  by  2  feet  These  were  cut  in  half  and  restitched 
by  iniantry  working  parties  under  engineer  supervision,  each 
sack  thuH  farming  two  sand  hags  2  feet  by  18  inches  each.  Two 
of  these  sandbags^  laid  end  to  end,  gave  the  4  feet  of  thickness 
to  the  parapet  J  and  this  fact  may  have  determined  its  dimensionSi 
apart  from  the  resistance  of  the  sandbags  to  fire. 

The  ground  was  generally  favourable  to  sap  work,  standing 
well  without  revetment,  but  in  places  was  A^ery  rocky. 

The  work  ia  the  sap-heads  was  carried  out  by  ei^neera  or, 
when  sappers  ran  short*  by  infantry  under  engineer  supervision, 
whilst  the  infantry  trench  guards  in  the  neighbourhood,  nsiug 
machine  guns  when  available,  endeavoured  to  keep  down  the  6re 
from  the  enemy's  loopholes.  No  information  is  available  as  to 
strengths  of  working  parties,  reliefs,  &C- 

Latrines  were  veiy  freely  provided,  usually  in  the  fojin  of  a 
small  wing  trench,  in  which  holes  were  dug.  They  were  occa* 
sionally  emptied  by  Chinese  coolies.  Refuse  from  cook-houses 
was  merely  thmwn  out  of  the  trenches,  and  allowed  to  freeze  or 
rot  according  to  the  weather*  Men  were  not  always  scrupulous 
about  using  the  latrinea 

Owing  to  the  numerous  sharp  turns  in  the  trenches,  it  was 
impossihle  to  use  stretchers,  and  wounded  men  had  to  he  carried 
**  pick-a-back  "  until  sufiScient  space  was  found  ;  but,  with  large 
nullahs  on  all  sides,  dressing  stations  could  be  safely  phiced 
quite  close  to  the  front,  and  there  was  generally  room  for 
stretchers  in  these  nullahs* 

Some  tj^ical  sections  of  Japanese  siege  trenches  are  shown 
in  the  attached  drawings.*  The  standaiS  patterns  mts  taken 
£rom  Japanese  sources,  the  others  are  from  personal  observatioii. 
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(41)  Port  Arthur :  Evolution  of  Russian  Trenohes. 


Re  POUT  by  Captain  Sir  A.  BANNERMiiN,  Bart,  Royal  EDgiiieei% 
5th  March  1906. 


PlaU. 
Russian  Trenches :  P]an  and  Sections  bound  in  Text 


Port  Arthur  abounded  in  excellent  examples  of  the  evolatiaii 
of  an  almost  impregnable  field-work  out  of  a  simple  trench  and 
parapet  The  final  patterns  may  be  taken  as  embodying  all  that 
was  found  essential  under  the  stress  of  war. 

Turning  to  tlie  attached  drawings : — 

A  is  the  original  type,  or  parent  of  all'  Russian  trenches.  It 
appeared  at  Nan  Shan.  In  those  portions  of  the  Port  Aitlmr 
defences  which  were  never  closely  pressed,  miles  of  pattern  A 
trench  remained  untouched,  frequently  beaten  and  patted  so  as  to 
get  nice  rectilinear  sections.  Of  the  trenches  surrounding  the 
two  Pan-lung  Shan*  works,  taken  by  storm  in  August  1904,  those 
portions  remaining  intact  after  the  surrender  were  of  section  A. 

B  shows  a  trench  hastily  dug  to  defend  the  Feng-huang 
range  of  hills  immediately  to  the  north  of  the  fortress.  These 
lines  were  taken  by  a  coup  de  main  at  the  close  of  July. 

C  is  a  section  of  the  trench  surrounding  174-Metre  Hill,  an 
advanced  point  in  those  defences  of  which  203-Metre  Hill  formed 
the  keep.  The  trench  was  carried,  with  heavy  loss,  by  the  Ist 
Division  on  the  20th  August 

D  lay  between  Fort  Europatkin  and  the  village  of  Shai-shili- 
ying.     It  was  taken  on  the  night  of  the  19th  September. 

E  was  really  a  communicating  trench,  round  the  flank  of  the 
work,  from  the  advanced  trench  of  "  P "  Batteiy*  Bat  the 
arrangement  of  rifle  pits  shown  in  the  drawing  enabled  an 
oblique  fire  to  be  got  from  it,  whilst  protecting  the  firing  line 
from  flanking  fire.  The  traverses  were  evidently  added  as  an 
after-thought  P  battery  was  taken  on  the  80th  October,  bnt 
not  without  a  lot  of  trouble. 

F  was  the  advanced  trench  of  East  Chi-kuan  Shan  battery 
and  defied  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese.  It  was 
from  eight  to  ten  feet  deep  provided  with  shrapnel-proof  cover 
overheiul  and  '*  cubby -holea"  beneath  the  banquette,  where  the 
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gmrrisoQ  eould  liire  in  almost  complete  security.  Except  for  a 
few  mhmU  HNigazmes  at  intervalK  of  a  hundred  U>  a  hundred  and 
fifty  yards »  no  attempt  wa«  made  to  render  it  bombproof.  In 
plates  ther«  was  practically  no  earth  on  the  overhead  boarda 
No  straight  portioa  longer  than  fifteen  yards  existed. 

This  trench  wasa^aulted  in  tUe  most  desperate  manner  agmn 
and  again.  On  the  30ih  October,  at  1  p.m.,  the  iitormers  rushed 
aerofls  the  forty  yarda  of  open  ground  from  the  Japanese  advanced 
parallel»  one  party  entering  the  trench  whilst  the  remainder 
Jtimi)ed  acroes  it  and  made  for  the  batterj^  a  hundred  and  fifty 
yardt»  tip  the  hiU,  But  the  treneb  proved  a  veritable  trap. 
Once  InHide  it  was  a  hard  matter  to  get  out  again,  men  could 
only  advance  in  single  tile,  the  Riisaians  would  only  fall  liack 
a  few  yarda  to  shoot  from  behind  a  traverse,  they  pelted  the 
attackern  with  ban<I-^renfu]eB  and  blasdnj^  bundles  of  rag  aoaked 
IB  oil,  the  woodwork  k>f>k  tire,  and  there  seemji  little  doubt  that 
every  man  in  the  trench  perished.  With  the  failure  of  the 
at  tempt  on  the  advanced  trench  ended  the  attack  on  the  liattery, 
which  liecame  a  rout,  two  or  three  national  flags  ixnd  a  Utter  of 
bodioH  being  left  on  the  ground. 

Practically  the  mme  thing  happened  on  the  2drd  and  26th 
November,  except  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  penetrate  beyond 
the  trenrih  The  failure  of  the  23 nl  November  docis  not  figure 
in  any  of  the  official  reporU,  but  a  war  corrospondent  was  in 
eon  venation  with  a  general  otEcer,  about  11  pjn.,  at  the  moment 
that  the  news  arrived  of  the  succeasrul  occupation  of  the  treneli, 
the  event  being  evidently  expected.  But  bt^fore  daylight  tbt 
RuMsians  were  again  in  po^^K'iiiioiL  In  the  morning  no  trace 
WA8  loft  of  any  figliting,  but  there  were  already  so  many  bodies 
on  the  ground  tliat  tlie  addition  of  a  few  more  attracted  no 
attention.  Still  it  is  possible  that  the  correspondent  may  have 
bem  miHiaken  as  U>  the  work  captureil. 

On  the  26th  November,  in  spite  of  the  mQ»i  desperate 
gallantry  I  a  determined  daylight  assault  failed.  The  stormers 
could  get  into  the  trench,  but  found  it  impnmble  to  work 
along  it 

A  grci^t  deal  of  the  ilifficulty  was  caused  by  the  trace  of  tbt 
trench  I  which  wound  about  the  hillside  so  that  the  works  on  tJie 
top  of  one  spur  entiladod  the  trench  round  the  side  of  the  next 
The  same  principle  was  applied  at  20ri-Metre  Hill. 

The  Russians  realised,  after  July,  that  the  communications 
to  their  ti^ncbes  must  be  as  well  covered  sa  Uie  trenches  theto* 
selves*  Consequently,  steps  disappeared  from  the  backhand  m«n 
were  moved  in  and  out  by  the  flanks,  or  by  deep  zigzags  in  nuUaha 
As  a  result,  except  when  a  portion  of  trench  had  been  destroyed 
or  filled  in  by  a  shell,  one  never  saw  a  Russian  mova 
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(42)  Duties  of  a  Japanese  Civil  Oovemor  in  tbe 
Theatre  of  War. 


Report  by  Lieui-Qeneral  Sir  C.  J.  Burnbtt,  K.C.B., 
Head-Quarters  Third  Japanese  Army,  I7th  July  1905. 


Thinking  a  description  of  the  duties  and  functions  of  a 
Japanese  civil  governor  of  a  town  in  Manchuria  might  prove 
of  interest,  I  asked  the  Head-Quarter  Staff  of  this  Army  if  they 
would  supply  me  with  details.  They  very  kindly  sent  the  dvil 
governor  himself  with  instructions  to  supply  the  information 
required. 

It  appears  that  the  appointment  of  a  civil  governor  is  made 
by  the  officer  in  command  of  the  Manchurian  Army,  but  in  this 
case  was  appointed  by  General  Nogi.  From  this  I  take  it  that 
the  Commander-in-Chief  selects  towns  where  civil  governors 
are  considered  to  be  necessary,  and,  in  some  cases,  nominates 
the  governor.  In  other  cases,  after  naming  the  town  he  leaves 
the  appointment  in  the  hands  of  the  general  officer  commanding 
the  Army  in  whose  district  such  town  maiy  be. 

Civil  governors  are  duly  appointed  to  important  places,  bat 
never  to  any  town  which  is  at  the  moment  within  the  zone  of 
actual  active  operations.  In  such  a  case  the  military  authorities 
carry  out  all  work  that  may  be  necessary.  The  jurisdiction  of 
civil  governor  is  not  confined  to  the  town  itself,  but  takes  in 
the  surrounding  district  as  far  as  may  be  considered  requisite. 
In  this  town  he  has  powers  within  an  eight-mile  radius. 

The  establishment  at  his  disposal  consists  of — 

2  medical  officers, 

1  adjutant, 

2  interpreters, 

1  non-commissioned  officer  and  5  men  of  the  gendarmes, 
1  subordinate  officer. 

His  duties  are  threefold  and  may  be  classed  as  follows : — 

(1)  To  conciliate  and  give  confidence  to  the  traders  and 

people  in  the  town. 

(2)  To  advise  the  civil  authorities,  and,  if  necessary,  to  assist 

them  in  seeing  that  law  is  efficiently  carried  out 

(3)  To  see  that  proper  sanitary  measures  are  carried  oat, 

and   in  this  respect  his   powers  are  supreme  over 

military  and  civilians  alike. 
He  also  fixes  the  prices  at  which  things  are  to  be  sold  in  the 
town,  so  that  no  extortion  can  take  place,  and  the  civil  popula- 
tion shall  not  suffer  in  consequence  of  the  presence  o£  the  army 
by  having  to  pay  iamine  "piieft^  Iot  XlbL^vc  ijciidL. 
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Ha  is  under  the  immediate  orders  of  thfi  Inspector-General 
of  Uties  of  Commimication  of  the  Third  Araiy  to  whom,  in  the 
ordinaiy  eotirBe  of  events,  he  reporta,  but,  he  can,  and  does 
when  necessary,  report  direct  to  the  geneml  officer  commanding 
the  Army.  In  the  same  way»  if  he  timh  the  sanitation  of  ont* 
of  the  men's  billet*^  is  not  wimt  it  shotild  be,  be  reportn  to 
the  officer  connnauding  the  company  direct,  going  to  higher 
authority  if  no  action  is  taken.  The  general  officer  commanding 
the  Army  can  send  for  him  at  any  time  and  order  him  to  do 
anything  he  may  wieh  as  regards  sanitation,  &e. — that  is  to 
«ay,  the  general  officer  commanding  is  supreme  in  this,  as  in  all 
other  matters  within  the  limits  of  his  command. 

It  appears  that  in  Fa-ku*men  and  district,  th<9  people  prac- 
tically govern  themselves  by  means  of  a  town  council  of  leading 
tradesmen,  with  the  head  military  official  of  the  Chinese 
troops  as  president  They  find  and  jjay  tlieir  own  police,  and 
are  suppo^  to  look  after  the  sanitation  of  the  town,  but  bm 
their  ideas  are  very  crude  in  this  matter  it  does  not  bother 
them  muehp  In  the  surrounding  villages  it  is  much  t!m  siime, 
only  on  a  smaller  scale,  and  the  local  police  are  supposed  to 
protect  the  villagers  from  the  attacks  of  the  *'  Huitg-bu-tzu/' 
Tlie  Japanese  have  recognized  this  military  official  as  head  of 
the  civjl  Chinese  government,  and  work  in  concert  with  him 
and  hk  committee.  Tlie  Jiipanese  civil  governor  has  no  |>owor 
of  administering  juntiee.  If  a  Chines^!  malefactor  of  any  kind 
is  taken  up  by  his  gendarmes  he  investigates  the  case  and 
bands  the  man  over  with  the  proceedings  of  such  investigation 
to  the  Chinese  official  atove  allmled  to,  wlio  sends  him  on  to 
Kai-yuan  to  be  tried  there  by  a  Chinese  magistrate  just  as  was 
the  case  formerly.  In  the  same  way,  if  liis  police  take  up 
any  one  connected  with  the  army,  he  makes  an  itivestigation 
and  hands  the  man  over  to  the  military  authorities,  who  alooe 
have  the  right  of  punishing.  Hhould  a  Mpy  he  caught  he  is  at 
once  handed  over  to  the  Head -Quarters  of  the  Army, 

Sanitation  forms  the  chief  portion  of  tlie  civil  governor's 
dutiesL  For  this  puriKine,  in  addition  to  his  own  staff,  a  sanitary 
committee,  consisting  of  ten  Chinese  inhabitants  of  tlie  town^ 
has  been  formeil.  They  are  teazling  men,  and  some  of  them 
wero  aomi Dated  by  the  Japape^e  authorities,  the  remainder  by 
Ibe  townspeople  themselves.  The  civil  governor  is  presideol 
of  this  committee*  They  have  power  of  fining  for  non- 
obeervance  of  sanitary  rules.  The  rate  of  tinea  was  fixed  by 
the  committee  and  vane®,  aceon^lmg  to  the  offence,  from  five  yM 
to  fifty  9en,  that  is,  roughly,  from  ten  shillings  to  twclvepenoa 

All  fines  are  handed  over  to  the  committee  and  are  sjK'nt  in 
sanitary  improvements.  The  cost  of  building  and  maintaining 
public  Uitrines  is  paid  for  by  taxing  the  people  generally,  rates 
beiiup  fixed  by  the  committee.  If  a  street  i^  in  bad  order  the 
MOM  living  in  that  street  mUJit  put  it  in  good  order  or  pay  for 
tta  DGtng  done.     The   general  rub  is   that  ev«ry  man  has  to 
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keep  the  road  in  fronfc  of  his  own  house  in  order.  Ebywew, 
the  Japanese  authorities,  finding  that  the  Chinese  vrere  ixie^psUe 
of  doing  the  work  of  draining  and  improving  the  roads  propetlyy 
now  employ  some  500  solcUers  daily  at  uus  work,  the  men 
getting  no  extra  pay.  I  must  say  the  work  they  hare  done 
in  this  way  is  wonderful. 

For  purposes  of  supervision  and  inspection  Fa-ka-men  is 
divided  into  three  districts,  and  a  Japanese  doctor,  accom- 
panied  by  a  non-commissioned  ofBcer  and  three  members  of 
the  Chinese  sanitary  board,  goes  round  each  district  daily 
to  see  that  all  is  clean.  Each  district  is  again  sab-divided 
into  three  sub-sections,  for  each  of  which  a  Chinese  sanitary 
councillor  is  responsible.  In  all  matters  connected  with  sani- 
tation the  powers  conferred  on  the  civil  governor  are  abeoluta 
He  goes  where  he  likes  and  inspects  what  he  likes.  As  regards 
sanitation,  military  as  well  as  civil  residents  are  under  his 
orders,  and  he  is  empowered  with  full  authority  to  enforce 
compliance  with  such  orders. 

Civil  hospitals  have  been  opened  for  the  treatment  of  the 
Chinese  inhabitants,  rich  and  poor  alike,  free  of  charge,  the 
Japanese  finding  the  necessary  establishments.  From  the  Ist  to 
10th  July  133  cases  have  been  under  treatment,  that  is,  72  old 
cases  and  61  fresh  ones.  The  civil  governor  informed  me  that 
his  civil  duties  gave  him  no  trouble,  and  that  he  was  on  the 
most  friendly  terms  with  the  Chinese  authorities,  as  also  that 
the  Chinese  governor-general  at  Mukden  had  promised  to  do  all 
in  his  power  to  co-operate  with  the  Japanese  authorities  in  the 
matter  of  governing  the  country.  Where  he  found  his  work 
hard  and  arduous  was  in  carrying  out  sanitary  regulations, 
inasmuch  as  the  Chinese  were  absolutely  ignorant  of  even  the 
rudiments  of  sanitation.  He  -considers  that  flies  play  an 
important  part  in  spreading  disease,  and,  after  numerous  experi- 
mentiS,  he  has  discovered  a  weed  which,  when  boiled  and  put 
on  a  plate,  with  some  boiled  rice  on  the  top  of  it  to  attract  the 
flies,  kills  all  flies  that  settle  on  it.  I  will  try  and  get  a 
specimen  of  this  weed,  which  he  says  comes  from  a  distance 
from  Fa-ku-men.  As  this  is  the  sicldy  season,  a  new  branch  of 
the  sanitary  department  has  been  organized,  and  came  into 
active  existence  on  the  15th  of  this  month.  It  is  called  the 
disinfecting  branch,  and  consists  of — 

One  doctor. 

One  medical  warrant  oflicer. 

Two  hospital  orderlies,  and  some  Chinese  oooliea 

One  cart  to  carry  disinfectanta 

He  could  not  tell  me  what  disinfectants  were  used,  beyond 
lime  and  carbolic  acid.  I  will  try  later  on  to  see  the  brigade  at 
work  and  report.  This  is  the  first  organized  attempt^  on  a 
largd  scale,  at  using  disinfectants  that  has  come  mider  my 
noticci  and  I  will  find  out  more  about  it  and  see  how  it  worka 
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The  civil  governor  and  all  hi»  afficers  and  subordinates  are 
diiiUnguishofl  by  a  red  ttand^  worn  on  the  left  arai,  above  the 
eU>ow«  The  Chinese  official  for  sanitation  and  their  subordi- 
nateE  wear  a  yellow  hand,  alao  on  tlie  left  ann. 

Attuchefl  are — 

(1)  Statistics  of  Japanese  hospital  for  Chinese,* 
(3)  Duties  of  mixed  sanitary  committee* 

(3)  Sanitary  regulationis. 

(4)  Regulatioufi  issued  by  Chinese  committee. 

(5)  Fixed  market  prices.* 

Tbitf  last  li^t  is  posted  up  ail  over  the  towUf  so  that  aU  may 
see  it  The  original  documents  were  fumia)ted  me  by  the 
civil  governor. 


STATISTICS  OF  FA-KU-MEN  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT, 
(1)  StaiiBiUii  of  Japanese  Hospital  far  ChintM^^ 

(2)  IhUieii  of  Mimed  Japanese  avid  Chintz  Sanituty 
Commitiee. 

H  (1)  For   Fa-ku-meti,   a  general  committee  m  ot^ganized  lo 

H      regulate  all  sanitary  questions, 

^m  (2)  Thin  committee  is  oompOMed  oa  follows ; — 

H  (a)  Japanese,  consisting  of   the  commandant  of  the 

^^^  city  (civil  governor)  and  his  staff 

^^M  {b\  A  certain  number  of  Chitteie. 

^r         (S)  The  officer  of  each  unit  is  responsible  for  the  clcanline«a 
H     of  the  houses  in  which  his  men  are  quartered 

f  (4)  The  Chinese  section  of  the  committee  are  responsible  for 

the  clean] iue8.s  of  houses  occupied  by  Chinese'.  They  must  set 
that  the  orders  of  the  Japanetie  OQmmitteu  are  carried  ouU 

H  (5)  The  Chinese  section  of  the  committee  are  appointed  by 

the  Japanese  section.  The  committee  will  wear  a  distingtiishing 
band  on  the  left  arm.  A  special  flag  will  be  hoiKted  over  the 
committee  room* 

(9)  Sanitary  RsgvUaimM, 

(1)  Every  room  must  be  swept  and  kept  clean,  windows 
left  open  in  fine  weather,  and  as  much  ventuation  provided  as 
possible. 

(2)  All  yards  and  outhouses  must  be  kept  clean,  and  slops 
emptied  into  a  refuse  pit* 

(3)  AU  stables  mitat  be  kepi  cleaa« 


•  Not  printed. 


656  BUSSC^JAPAKBBB  WAB. 

(4)  In  each  house  a  good  locality  adeeted  for  «^  latrina; 
hole  at  least  3  feet  deep.  Dried  earth  or  ash  should  be  tiuown 
in  after  use. 

(5)  The  sanitary  committee  must  constantly  inspect  the 
public  latrines,  and  report  any  cases  of  n^Iect  to  the  Chinese 
section  of  the  committee  who  are  responsible  for  that  latrine. 
Coolies  must  be  employed  to  keep  the  public  latrines  dean. 

(6)  In  selecting  a  spot  for  casting  ref use,  househddere  must 
pay  attention  to  the  following  points : — 

(a)  It  must  be  thrown  into  a  hollow,  outside  the  city,  where 
no  drainage  from  it  can  run  back  into  the  town. 

(6)  Number  of  refuse  places  is  regulated  by  necessity. 

(c)  A  notice  in  Japanese  and  Chinese  will  be  put  up  on  each 
refuse  heap. 

(7)  Every  person  (Japanese  or  Chinese)  in  charge  of  a  house 
is  responsible  that  his  refuse  is  taken  to  the  refuse  heap,  where, 
if  possible,  it  will  be  burnt. 

[N.B. — Since  the  regulations  were  issued,  a  cart 
service  has  been  organized  to  carry  away  the  refuse  from 
each  house.] 

(8)  Every  householder  must  sweep  daily  his  part  of  the 
road,  and  after  rain  sweep  off  the  water. 

(9)  A  ditch  will  be  dug  on  either  side  of  the  road,  care 
being  taken  that  it  drains  off  properly.  Every  house  is 
responsible  for  keeping  the  road  in  front  of  it  in  good  repair. 

(10)  Anyone  committing  a  nuisance  in  the  streets  will  be 
arrested  and  taken  to  the  office  of  the  city  conmiandant. 

(11)  Ground  near  wells  must  be  kept  dean,  care  being  token 
to  prevent  dirty  water  running  into  the  well,  or  the  spiUing  of 
water  when  drawing  it  from  the  welL 

(12)  Any  case  of  sickness  amongst  the  Chinese  must  be  at 
once  reported  to  the  commandant's  office. 

(13)  A  Japanese  surgeon  will  inmiediatdy  proceed  to  the 
patient's  house,  and  will  at  once  report  any  infections  or 
contagious  case  to  the  sanitary  committee. 

(14)  The  Japanese  section  of  the  committee  will  at  once 
report  the  case  to  every  military  unit 

(15)  Rules  (2)  and  ^3)  and  from  (7)  to  (12)  are  to  be  carried 
out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chmese  committee,  who  are 
responsible  for  their  being  observed. 

(16)  The  committee  earnestly  request  all  Chinese  to  assist 
the  Chinese  committee  in  carrying  out  these  regulationsL 
Cleanliness  must  be  strictly  attended  to. 

(4)  Regulations  issued  by  the  Chinese  Committee. 

(1)  Every  dog  must  wear  a  label  with  owner's  name.  Dogs 
without  it  will  be  destroyed. 

(2)  Mad  dogs  must  be  instantly  destroyed.  If  anyone  is 
bitteji  by  a  mad  dog  the  owner  will  be  punidied. 
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(3)  Pigs  most  be  confined  in  a  stye.  Anybody  allowing  his 
pigs  to  stray  will  be  severely  punished. 

(4)  Anybody  committing  a  nuisance  in  the  streets  will  be 
fined  a  sum,  varying  between  50  sen  and  6  yeTL  Those  unable 
to  pay  the  fine  will  be  employed  as  coolies. 

(5)  A  suitable  place  for  a  latrine  and  refuse-pit  must  be 
selected  for  every  house.  These  places  must  be  kept  in  order, 
and  offenders  will  be  punished. 

(5)  Regulations  of  Ma/rket  Prices  fiaed  by  Committee  of 
Fa-ku-men  County  Covm4nl.* 


^  (Sot  printed.)    This  table  included  not  only  provisions,  but  dry 
goods  sad  all  artiolei  in  general  use  down  to  teapots  and  cups. 
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(43)    Proclamations  and  Notices  issued  by  the 
Japanese  Military  Anthorities  to  the 
Chinese  in  Manchuria* 


Forwarded  by  Lieut.-General  Sir  W.  Q.  Nicholson,  K.CR, 
15th  August  1904. 


(ct)  Proclamation  by  Field-Marshal  Ma/rquia  Oyama, 
Cvmmander-iTi'Chief  of  the  Japanese  Irnperiai  Forces  in 
Manchuria. 

Japan  and  China  have  been  on  good  termB  for  many  yean. 

It  was  an  artifice  on  the  part  of  Russia  to  pretend  to  protect 
Chinese  territory^  borrowing  for  that  purpose  Port  Arthur 
and  many  other  important  places.  She  has  now  constructed 
thousands  of  miles  of  railways  and  brought  200,000  troops  into 
Manchuria. 

It  is  plain  that  she  intended  to  monopolize  that  part  of 
China  and  make  it  her  own. 

Such  action  is  not  only  a  menace  to  the  independence  of 
China,  but  it  is  the  root  of  the  "  Far  East  trouble." 

So  long  as  the  present  conditions  prevail  the  peace  of  the 
world  is  endangered. 

This  is  the  reason  why  Our  Imperial  Majesty  has  declared 
war  against  Russia. 

His  desire  is  to  maintain  peace  in  the  Far  East  and  relieve 
you  from  difficidties  and  troubles. 

Providence  has  assisted  us  in  defeating  the  Russians  in  this 
campaign  and  in  driving  them  towards  their  boundariea 

Their  occupation  of  Manchuria  will  shortly  be  at  an  end. 
I  trust  that  you  will  all  remember  the  above-mentioned  facts 
and  keep  your  minds  at  peace. 

Our  army  adheres  strictly  to  military  regulations  and 
neglects  none  of  them.  It  is  therefore  your  bounden  duty 
always  to  assist  us.  Heavy  punishment  will  be  visited  upon 
such  of  you  who  may  help  the  Russians  in  secret,  or  give  them 
information  of  any  of  the  movements  of  our  army. 

Hesitate  not  to  become  our  friends  and  you  will  have  no 
cause  to  regret  doing  so. 

By  taking  this  course  you  will  keep  your  lives,  your 
property,  and  your  business  in  security.  Moreover,  thoRe  who 
do  us  good  service  will  be  awarded  pndse. 

I  recommend  you  to  remember  this  proclamation  and  keep 
it  ever  before  your  minda. 
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(6)  ProdamaHan  hy  Q€7mrxd  Oku.,  Commanding  the 
Second  Army. 
L  Whoever  gives  information  to  the  enemy  regarding  our 
movements  and  socreta  shall  be  severely  punished. 

2.  Whoever  captarea  aucb  offender  ^hall  be  praiaed  and 
rewnrded. 

8-  Whoever,  knowing  of  such  offender,  does  not  inform  tis  of 
the  some  shall,  together  with  hm  neighbours,  be  panLshed* 

(c)  Jfotice  iaetued  %  Lieut-Oolonel  Kimura^  Chief  of  the 
Japanese  MUUarif  Admini8initii>n  at  Hai-cheng, 

It  is  of  great  importance  for  tis  to  obtain  plentiful  nupplaefl 
of  foo<l  during  tlie  rnareh  of  our  army  thmugh  Manchuria,  and 
at  the  eanie  time  we  d^tre  to  giro  special  protection  to  tbe 
inhabitants  in  the  theatre  of  war. 

Now,  having  been  appointed  to  the  nbovo-mentioned  ofBeo, 
such  matters  come  under  my  charge,  and  I  am  endeavouring  to 
make  the  ncceinary  preparation?*  for  our  nnny^  which  especta 
to  be  able  to  drive  the  llusstans  out  of  your  territory .  when  you 
will  be  able  to  pans  your  live^i  in  [*eace  and  eti joyinent, 

t  truMt  that  you  will  all  fully  undet-ntand  what  I  mean,  and 
that  you  will  be  induHtriou!*  and  r**ady  txi  Hupply  our  needa. 
That  is  to  sav«  that  you  will  bring  for  hire  airts  and  hornet; 
and  for  imla,  corn,  fciwls,  ve^etabW,  firewood^  &e 

Our  army  will  not  fail  to  jiay  the  proper  price  for  suppliei, 
and  will  never  take  your  proviBion^  without  payment. 

I  ilo  not  anticipate  that  it  will  be  mfccj^s^ary  to  inflict 
puniBhrnent  for  hesitating  to  do  what  I  lequiru* 

Yfiu  triuHt  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  we  have  oome  to  this 
far  coimtrv  in  order  t«>  iloliver  ynu  from  the  Runsiana 

We  figlit  not  alone  for  our  own  country  but  for  yours,  and 
it  is  our  desire  to  maintain  peace  in  tfie  Fitr  Ea^t. 

There  c-an  l>e  no  doubt  that  the  Russian*  are  our  common 
eui>my.  Thf  n  why  should  we  not  help  each  other  tn  the  preaent 
trouble  ? 

Should  you  behave  yourselves  wrongfully*  or  Hpruiul  un- 
founded rumours,  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  inflicting  a  heavy 
punisliment  on  offenik^rH, 

Finally,  I  recotumend  you  to  remember  this  notice  and  not 
to  offend  againat  it 

8th  Auguiit  1904. 


-t-t  ^ 
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(44)  Powers  of  Pimishment  in  the  Japanese  Army 
and  Statistics  of  Crime. 


Note  by  Lieut.-General  Sir  C.  J.  Burnett,  K.C.R,  Head- 
Quarters,  Third  Army,  yth  August  1905. 


The  attached  statistics  of  crime  in  the  Third  Army  were 
kindly  given  to  me  by  the  Head-Quarter  Stati  oi  that  Army. 
The  statistics  embrace  the  whole  period  that  the  Army  has  been 
in  the  field  i.e.,  approximately  since  the  Ist  June  1904.  In  the 
£eld  there  is.only^one  form  of  oourt-martial — a  divisional  one. 
This  corresponds  to  our  field  general  court-martial,  A  court- 
martial  assembled  in  a  mixed  brigade  has  the  same  powers  as  a 
divisional  court-martiaL 

The  following  is  the  scale  of  summary  punishments : — 

i  Begimental  commander : — 

(a)  Officers    and    non-commissioned    officers,    open 

arrest  up  to  thirty  (30)  days. 
(&)  Private  soldiers,  imprisonment  up  to  thirty  (30) 
day& 

ii.  BattaUon  commander : — 

(a)  Officers,  open  arrest  up  to  ten  (10)  days. 

(6)  Non-commissioned   officers^  open    arrest   up    to 

twenty  (20)  day& 
(c)  Privates,  imprisonment  up  to  thirty  (30)  days. 

iiL  Company  commander : — 

(a)  Non-commissioned  officers,  up  to  ten  (10)  days' 

arrest. 

(b)  Privates,  up  to  twenty  (20)  days'  imprisonment 

In  all  cases,  I  take  it,  the  imprisonment  is  with  or  without  hard 
labour,  at  discretion  of  awarding  officer* 

The  commander  of  a  detached  or  independent  battalion  ha« 
the  powers  of  a  regimental  commander. 

A  lieutenant  or  2nd  lieutenant  has  no  powers,  unless  he  has 
an  independent  command,  in  which  case  he  has  the  powens  of  a 
company  commander. 

A  bandmaster  has  the  powers  of  a  company  commander. 
This  last  may  seem  strange,  but,  it  must  be  remembered,  that 
there  is  only  one  band  to  each  Army,  and  that  it  is  constantly 
on  detachment  with  tiie  various  divisions. 

The  whole  of  this  supplementary  information  was  Iso 
supplied  to  me  by  ih^  Arai^*  ii^aA-C^x^AxW  Stait 
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StcUistica  of  Crime  in  Third  Japanese  Army,^ 
A.  Total  number  of  cases : — 

Serious  court-martial  offences 

Minor  „  „  .  -       - 

Minor  punishments : — 

Opfin  purest 
Imprisonment 


Hard  labour 
Confinement  to  barracks 


6*ca8es. 
94     „ 


21  cases. 
1,538     „ 
139     ,. 
58     ., 


B.  Punishments  in  a  certain  division : — 

Illegal  exercise  of  authority  -  -  4  cases. 
Neglect  of  orders  -  -  -  2 
Absence  from  duty  -  -  -  50 
Overstaying  leave  -  -  -  1 
Improper  use  of  government  property  -  1 
Disobedience  of  orders  .  -  -  181 
Disorderly  conduct  -  -  -  6 
Drunkenness  -  -  -  -  11 
OflTering  armed  violence  -  -  1 
Impertinent  language  -  -  -  8 
Screening  crime  -  -  -  2 
Unpunctuality  at  or  irregularities  on  parade  59 
Being  improperly  dressed  -  -  -  1 
Violation  of  regulations  regarding  govern- 
ment property  -  -  -  1 
Loss  or  damage  to  government  stores  -  9 
Prevarication  and  untruth  -  -  1 
Unsoldierly  conduct  -  -  -  13 
Conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline            -            -  -  5     „ 

Total            .  -  356  cases. 


*  This  Armj  had  for  the  greater  part  of  the  period  4  divisions ;  during 
the  remainder  8. 
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(45)  Daily  Life  of  a  Japanese  IniSEuitry  Soldier  in 
Time  of  War. 


Report  by  Lieut.-General  Sir  C.  J.  Bubnbtt,  E.C.B.,  Head- 
Quarters  Third  Army,  14th  July  1905. 


As  I  have  now  visited  all  the  divisions  of  the  Third  Army 
and  seen  the  men  in  quarters  and  at  ordinary  routine  work,  it 
may  perhaps  prove  of  interest  if  I  give  an  account  of  the  daily 
life  of  a  Japanese  infantry  soldier  not  in  actual  contact  with 
the  enemy.  The  life  of  the  artilleryman  or  cavalrsrman  is 
precisely  the  same,  except  that  he  has  stables  and  the  exercising 
of  his  horse.  The  Japanese  soldier,  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
rises  at  5  a.m.  and  has  his  first  meal  at  6  a.m.  At  7  a.m.  he  is 
on  parade,  whicJi  keeps  him  employed  for  three  hours,  all  told. 
He  then  returns  to  his  quarters  and  does  what  he  likes  until 
12  noon,  when  he  takes  his  second  meaL  If  it  is  considered 
necessary,  he  has  another  two  hours'  parade  in  the  afternoon, 
but,  from  all  I  saw,  this  is  only  done  in  the  case  of  young 
soldiers  or  others  requiring  special  instructions.  Lectures  some- 
times take  the  place  of  afternoon  parade.  The  hours  of  after- 
noon parade  are  fixed  by  the  battalion  commanders,  Rome 
working  from  3  p.m.  to  5  p.m.,  and  others  from  4  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 
€u;cording  to  weather.  At  6  p.m.  or  6.30  p.m.  the  final  meal  of 
the  day  is  eaten,  and  the  men  go  to  bed  about  9.30  p.m. 

All  soldiers  who  are  considered  thoroughly  efficient  only  go 
to  parade  once  a  week,  and  when  off  duty  spend  their  time  as 
they  like  The  men  wake  themselves  in  the  morning  and  go  to 
the  place  appointed  for  parade  independently,  just  as  a  British 
workman  goes  to  his  work.  I  have  seen  buglers  frequently  in 
the  field,  but  I  have  never  yet  heard  a  bugle  sounded  in 
quarters.  When  in  their  billets  the  men  spend  their  time  in 
sleeping,  writing,  smoking  cigarettes,  drinking  tea,  and  washing 
their  clothing,  &c.  They  hardly  ever  leave  their  billets  except 
when  duty  calls,  and  do  not  roam  about  the  towns  or  villages 
in  the  way  British  soldiers  do.  On  fine  days  all  bedding  and 
clothing  is  carefully  put  out  to  air,  and  in  many  cases  the  men 
have  constructed  large  clothes-horses  for  this  purpose.  The 
men  bathe  in  the  evening,  and  guards  are  mounted  in  the 
evening  also,  about  7  p.m.  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Gkimes, 
theatricals,  and  other  amusements  are  constantly  indulged  in. 
Tn  one  division  I  visited,  I  witnessed  an  excellent  aftenioon^s 
sports,  commencing  with  a  very  creditable  gymnastic  display  on 
extemporized  apparatus,  followed  by  races  of  sorts  and  a  display 
of  hand-gi*enade  tactics,  winding  up  with  wrestling,  whid^ 
latter  amusement  is  indulged  in  frequently  in  the  cool  of  the 
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oveaings.   Id  another  divifnon  an  excellent  theatrical  performanee 
given.     The  plot  and  action  of  all  the  plftjs  turned  upon 
a's  duty  to  their  country,  emphasizing  the  fact  that  every- 
ling,  in  eluding  life^  oiu&t  be  given  up^  if  required,  for  it  and 
Emperor, 

I  saw  otil^  a  very  few  tents  pitched  for  the  accommodation 

of  troops ;   this   is   only  done  when  there  in  not  room  in  the 

houses   for  the  garrison   told   oft'  to  any  villa^.     It  shows, 

however,  that  the  Japanese  do  not  approve  of  overcrowding, 

»even    in    the    field.     The   tents   I   saw   were  white  hell  tents. 

I^Kotwithstanding  the  order  that  no  latrines  are  to  be  constnicted 

ithin  twenty  yanis  of  any  place  occupied  by  troops,  in  all  the 

yuwm  which  held  Japane!^  soldiem,  latrines,  without  exception, 

wore  d«s  just  in  rear,  or  close  by  such  houses  for  the  use  of  the 

Linen.     Tliis  goes  to  sJiow  that  tlm  authorities  prefer  to  run  some 

ftk  rather  than  inainvenience  the  men  by  havinff  latrines  too 

off  from  their  quarters,  with  the  ad<liti<ioal  chance  of  thf*ir 

Ptiot  using  thein  at  all     The  latrines  are  u finally  oblong  in  ahjipd 

soma  are  rectangular,  being    approximately   HB  inchefl   long, 

1 89  inches  deep,  and  about  20  inche-H  wide,     Ueually  they  sr© 

pampticil  by  Chinese,  who  use  the  excrement  for  manure,  but  if 

not,  the  orderly  men  left  in   fr^mi  pamdc  clean  them  out  and 

bury  the  stuff  in  a  place  told  off  by  pmper  authority,     I  have 

never  seen  any  disinfectant  uaed  by  the  troop?*,  except  c*ccaiaon-» 

ally  at  a  lino  of  conimuuication   statirm.  but  in   the  hospitals 

I   have   \nsited   it  wan  ahvays  done.     The  only  disinfectant  ia 

lime,  procured  locally.     I  have  not  pcen  many  ^mi tries  on  weIL% 

but  there  was  always  a  notice  snyin*^  whether  the  water  was 

drinkable  or  not*     Miist  hospitals  had  sentries  over  the  wells  in 

'  ttsc  by  them*  if  such  wells  were  on  a  highway  or  \h  any  ptiblie 

»lace.     This  sentrj'-  was  always  one  of  the  Red  Crosa  men. 

The  food  of  the  Japanese  soldier,  as  I  have  already  pointed 
nut,  is  goofl,  plentiful,  and  varied,  and  both  tea  and  tobacco 
being  weak,  tln^  men's  nerves  are  not  afft>ctnl  by  their  exceRi*i%'6 
tuse.  Men  in  actual  contact  with  the  enemy  and  on  the  out- 
sts  are  alloweil  more  food  than  those  in  rear,  as  the 
lapanese  consider  that,  men  havinsr  hard,  eontinuouH,  and 
anxious  work  require  more  nourish  merit  thsn  th*)«e  who  have 
a  fairly  CAsy  time  of  it*  It  is  the  custom  to  ruHeve  the  outpoffts 
iboiit  ofiee  in  ten  daya 

tn   addition   to  the  food  ration,  the  men  get  every  thrM 

[days  a  pint  of  mk^  between  four,  and  ©very  week  or  so  twenty 

rigarettes  per  man  art^  issued  as  a  gift  from  His  Majesty  the 

Emperor,  as  well  as  cakes  and  sweets,  from  the  same  sources, 

LHen   who  do   not  can^    ff>r  swoets  exchange   them   for  mki 

r^ith    their  comrades    who   prefer  awetts   to   wine.     Rice,   of 

opunse,  forms  the  staple  article  of  food  in  the  Japanese  dietary. 

iTbis  is  HUpplemented   by  fish,  vegetableH,   metit,   pickles^  and 

aeesi  of  sort'*.     The  Japanese  luvvc  a  very  large  assortment  of 

iniied   and  dried   fish,  wbiob   are  of  exeellent  quality,  «om€ 
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of  them  being  very  palatable.  The  same  resiark  appliei  to 
vegetables,  but  now  that  any  amount  of  the  fresh  article  oia 
be  procured  locally  there  is  no  necessity  to  use  tinned  staff 
Meat  is  issued,  sometimes  canned  and  sometimes  fresh,  bat  the 
Japanese  soldier  is  not  a  great  meat  eater.  He  much  prefers 
rice,  fish  and  vegetables,  with  pickles  and  sauces  as  a  relish. 

The  cooking  arrangements  are  very  simple,  as  will  be  seen 
on  reference  to  attached  sketch  kindly  done  for  me  by  Major 
Kuhn,  of  the  United  States  Army.  There  are  two  of  these 
stores  with  three  boilers  and  three  colanders  to  each  company 
of  240  men,  so  that  each  stove  is  supposed  to  cook  for  120  men. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  colander  only  holds  sufficient  rice  for 
40  or  50  men  at  each  boiling,  so  that  three  boilings  are 
necessary  if  the  company  is  at  full  strength  and  all  the  men 
present.  The  whole  of  the  cooking  utensils  for  one  company 
are  carried  on  one  cart,  namely : — 

Two  stoves. 

Three  boilers  (wrapped  in  netting). 

Two  large  zinc  buckets  (used  to  distribute  rice  when  cooked, 
and  for  washing  rice  in). 

Three  small  zinc  buckets  (for  carrying  water). 

One  basket  (with  bamboo  bottom  and  canvas  sides,  for 
receiving  rice  after  washing ;  this  is  seldom  used). 

One  bag  (containing  three  wooden  spoons  and  other  small 
cooking  utensils). 

Three  colanders  (for  boiling  rice  in). 

The  colanders  fit  into  the  boilers,  and  the  three  small 
buckets  fit  into  the  two  large  ones.  Wood  for  immediate  use  is, 
I  fancy,  also  carried  on  this  cart  Water  for  drinking  purposes 
is  also  boiled  in  the  boilers. 

The  following  is  the  procedure  followed  in  boiling  rice.  The 
boiler  is  filled  with  water,  and  put  on  to  the  stove,  where  it  is 
brought  to  the  boil.  The  rice,  which  in  the  meantime  has  been 
well  washed  and  cleaned,  is  placed  in  the  colander,  which  is 
immersed  in  the  water  in  the  boiler  and  left  there  for  twelve 
minutes.  The  colander  is  then  taken  out,  the  rice  strained  and 
put  into  one  of  the  spare  boilers,  covered  with  a  doth,  and 
allowed  to  steam.  If  more  rice  is  wanted  the  process  is  repeated. 
The  men  all  take  it  in  turns  to  cook,  but  as  the  cooking  is  so  simple 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  this.  I  notice  that  all  guards  have  their 
meals  cooked  at  the  kitchen  nearest  to  their  posts.  From  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  the  greatest  attention  is  paid  to  the 
feeding  of  the  men.  A  general  who  has  much  to  do  with  con- 
ducting the  affairs  of  the  whole  Japanese  Army  now  in  the  field 
has  recorded  his  opinion  that  he  considers  the  great  attention 
which  has  been  given  to  the  proper  feeding  of  the  men  has, 
as  much  as  anything  else,  contributed  to  their  freedom  from 
sickness.  In  the  present  instance,  with  a  railway  and  river  to 
assist  transport,  all  the  carts  of  the  country  available,  and  com- 
munications never  threatened,  the  task  of  feeding  the  men  well 
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haa  be^n  coosidembly  diminished^  but  I  am  perfectly  eertaiti 
ih«i  in  the  fac^  of  an  active,  f*nergotic.  and  capa-ble  enemy,  these 
difficulties  wotild  have  been  enornKjuAly  inereaaarl,  and  tho  men 
wDuld  not  have  lived  in  the  luxury  they  now  enjoy.  The 
Japanese  thoroughly  realiise  that  prevention  is  better  than  core, 
and  A8  an  instancci  of  this,  the  other  day,  when  Bittint^  on  th& 
J  Inmks  of  th©  lino  River,  watching  the  onLaneers  constructing  a 
bridge,  an  officer  gave  me  a  cup  of  tea  (he  called  it),  made  from 
[roaitted  barl*^y,  which  his  mef»  drank  as  a  preventative  again^ii 
beri^beri.     It  was  a  very  palatable  beverage. 

At  this  time  of  year  khaki  clothing  is  worn ;  it  is  of 
much  the  i^ame  cut  as  our  own*  Cotton  shirte  an^l  cotton  eocka 
are  worn  in  hot  weather,  with  no  jersey  or  drawers.  Two 
eotton  ebirts  and  two  pairs  of  sockn  form  the  kit  of  each  soldier, 
and  thus  conHtant  washing  is  necessary.  Every  sohJicr  ha«  a 
long  piece  of  flannel  issued  to  him  for  use  as  a  kainarband,  and 
this  IS  generally  worn  in  some  form  or  another.  In  winter, 
flannel  shirts  and  woollen  socks  are  worn  with  jersey  and 
dmweiB.  These  latti?r^  I  am  told,  are  very  thia  The  same 
number  of  socks  and  i^hirts  are  issued  in  winter  as  in  summer, 
but  the«e  are  supplemented  by  gifts  from  societies  in  Japan. 

The  discipline  in  tho  Japanese  army  is  on  much  tht^  same 
linea  as  in  our  own,  that  is  to  say,  the  Japan**se  are  very  strict 
on  duty*  and  in  all  matters  of  duty ;  but,  when  off  parade,  there 
is  a  spirit  of  earrmrad^rie  and  kindly  feeling  between  all  ranks, 
from  the  Field  Marshal  down  to  the  privmte  floldter,  which 
ensures  mutual  affection,  respect,  and  confidence.  The  ufficers, 
iaaisted  by  the  non-commissioned  officers,  get  up  all  the  amuse- 
tents  for  the  men  and  superintend  their  proper  working.  Ab 
r^arda  crime,  none  is  apparent  to  the  outside  observer,  but  I 
have  asked  for  some  statistics  on  this  heatl,  which  T  hope  will  be 
furnished  to  me  later  on.  All  I  can  say  is  that,  since  I  joined 
tho  Japanese  army,  I  have  not  seen  a  single  drunken  njati,  I 
have  seen  men  who  undoubtedly  had  been  drinking,  but  these 
could  be  csounted  on  the  fingers  of  two  hands* 

When  working  on  roads,  entrench  met  Jta,  Ac,  the  houre  of 
work  and  the  reliefs  are  fixed  by  the  officer  commanding  tlie 
men.  The  only  large  infantry  working  party  that  1  have  seen 
employed  worked  from  8  a.m.  until  4  p.m.,  with  a  40  minutes 
interval  for  dinner,  llie  reliefs  worke*!  for  SO  minutes  and 
hml  a  respite  for  30  minutes.  This  strtick  me  as  an  excellent 
armsigement^  as  the  full  value  wsis  got  out  of  every  man,  and 
no  3I-effects  could  accrue  from  over-exertion* 

TJie  motto  of  the  Jft|mnes««  Army  is,  **  Every  man  is  capable 
"  of  becoming  a  gfMxl  sfiltlicr.  If  he  is  not,  it  is  becatise  he  does 
*'  not  give  his  mind  to  it*' 

Fmm  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  gather,  the 
health  of  this  army  is  perfectly  wonderful,  and  it  is  extra^ 
ordiiiary  what  a  nomber  of  officer?*  and  men  who  were  wounded 
ft!  Port  Arthur  and  Mukden  have  rejoined  thu  ranks. 
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(46)  Japanese  Infiantry  Soldier's  Kit 


Report  by  Colonel  J.  W.  G.  Tulloch,  Indian  Anny»  Head- 
Quarters  Second  Japanese  Aj-my,  9th  November  1904; 
with  Remarks  by  Lieut.-General  Sir  W.  Q.  Nicholson, 
K.C.B. ;  Tokio,  20th  November  1904. 


Plate. 
Japanese  kit  for  action  -        -    Bound  in  teict. 


ReTn/x/rka  hy  Lieut-Oeneral  Sir  W.  O.  Nicholson,  K.C.B. 

The  appended  report  by  Colonel  Tulloch,  on  the  Japanese 
infantry  soldier's  kit,  is  submitted  for  information. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  soldier  ordinarily  carries  his 
knapsack,  only  discarding  it  and  substituting  a  blue  cloth  holdall 
when  a  severe  engagement  is  anticipated.  We  have  lately 
relieved  the  British  infantry  soldier  of  much  of  the  weight 
which  he  used  formerly  to  carry,  with  the  result  of  largely 
increasing  the  baggage  train,  and  thus  rendering  a  British  force 
in  the  field  the  most  unwieldy  in  the  world.  The  change  has 
ostensibly  been  made  in  furtherance  of  mobility;  but  as  the 
soldier  cannot  subsist  for  more  than  a  brief  period  without 
necessary  articles  of  clothino:  and  equipment,  the  actual  effect 
has  been  in  an  exactly  opposite  direction.  I  repeatedly  brought 
this  to  notice  while  I  was  in  charge  of  mobilization  at  the  War 
Office. 

I  can  see  no  reason  whatever  why  a  British  soldier  should 
be  less  capable  of  carrying  his  kit  in  the  field  than  a  Japanese, 
or  French,  or  Cerman  soldier.* 

The  large  supply  of  ammunition  carried  by  the  Japanese 
infantry  when  the  holdall  replaces  the  knapsack  is  deserving  of 
attention,  as  also  the  light  entrenching  tool  carried  by  two  men 
out  of  every  three.  Here  again  the  object  is  to  make  the  soldier, 
as  an  individual  fighting  unit,  as  independent  and  efficient  as 
possible. 


*  Of  coarse,  when  operating  in  a  tropical  climate  the  aggregate 
we^ht  of  the  kit  haa  to  to  r^duoed.^^ .  Q(.^« 
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Report  by  Colonel  J.  W.  0.  TuUoch,  Indian  Army. 

The  Japanese  infantry  soldier  carries  the  following  articles 
in  addition  to  his  rifle,  bayonet,  accoutrements,  and  the  clothing 
upon  his  person  : — 

(1)  Ammunition  -  -         -  120rounda 

(2)  Light  entrenching  tool        -       1    per  man   for   two- 

thirds  of  the  com- 
pany. 

(3)  Emergency  rations     -        -       2  days'  supply. 

(4)  Great  coat  -  -  -       1 

(5)  Haversack     -  -        -       1 

(6)  Water  bottle  -        -  -       1^  about  one  pint 

(7)  Blue  cloth  holdaU       -         -       1 

(8)  Field  dressing         -  -       1 

(9)  Canteen         -  -         -       1 

(10)  Shelter  tent   -        -  -  1 

(11)  Suit  of  underwear  -         -  1 

(12)  Pair  of  socks  -  -  1 

(13)  Pair  of  shoes-  -         -  1 

(14)  Housewife  -  -  -  1 

(15)  Blanket  -  .         .  1 

This  constitutes  his  normal  kit,  but  the  blanket  is  not 
carried  in  the  warm  season  and  is  stored  until  wanted. 

During  this  war  30  additional  rounds  have  been  carried  in 
the  haversack  or  valise.  This  has  been  done  because  it  has 
been  found  that  the  soldier  roust  have  at  least  200  rounds  of 
ammunition  before  going  into  action,  and  the  battalion  first 
reserve  ponies  carry  only  60  rounds  per  rifle. 

The  120  rounds  of  ammunition  are  carried  in  three  waist 
pouches  on  the  waist  belt,  30  in  each  of  the  two  front  ones  and 
60  in  the  back  one.  The  waist  belt  is  not  supported  by  braces 
and,  therefore,  when  the  pack  is  not  worn,  the  weight  of  the 
ammunition  comes  upon  the  waist.  Whatever  disadvantage, 
if  any,  there  may  be  to  carrying  weight  in  this  manner,  the 
absence  of  braces  has  one  distinct  advantage,  viz.,  the  back 
pouch  can  be  pulled  round  to  the  front  whenever  the  soldier 
wants  to  get  ammunition  out  of  it. 

Of  the  other  articles,  the  water  bottle  and  haversack  are 
carried  over  the  shoulders  in  the  ordinary  way  ;  everything  else 
is  either  inside  of,  or  strapped  on  to,  the  top  and  sides  of  the 
valise,  and  forms  a  very  fairly  compact  load. 

The  valise  or  knapsack  is  fastened  to  the  man  by  leather 
straps.  A  strap  passes  over  each  shoulder,  and  its  end,  a  little 
below  the  armpit,  is  connected  by  a  stud  to  two  other  straps, 
one  of  which  is  hooked  to  the  waist  belt  in  front,  and  the  other 
passes  back  under  the  arm  and  is  hooked  to  the  bottom  of  the 
knapsack.  The  weight  of  the  knapsack  thus  supports  that  of 
the  ammunition  in  the  front  pouches* 
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One  of  the  most  important  items  of  the  soldier^s  kit  is  the 
blue  cloth  holdall.  This  takes  the  form  of  a  sack  6  feet  6  inches 
long,  but  with  both  ends  open :  it  is  8}  inches  across  when  laid 
flat.  It  is  made  of  blue  drill,  doubled,  and  is  sewn  across  the 
centre  so  as  to  have  two  long  compartments.  It  is  used  by  men, 
such  as  those  of  the  train,  who  are  not  provided  with  knapsacks, 
to  carry  their  kit.  With  the  regular  soldier,  however,  it  is  used 
for  carrying  ammunition  in  one  compartment  and  emeif^cy 
rations  in  the  other.  It  is  carried  empty  when  the  soldier  is 
in  "  normal  order/'  but  when  it  is  known  that  a  severe  action 
is  pending,  the  knapsack  with  its  contents  of  underwear,  shoes, 
&C.  is  discarded,  the  emergency  rations  are  transferred  to  one  of 
the  com^€ui)ments  of  the  blue  holdall  and  as  much  as  230  rounds 
are  sometimes  placed  in  the  other.  The  sack  is  then  worn  over 
the  right  shoulder  en  handavlih'e  by  tying  the  two  ends  together 
across  the  chest.  The  weight  of  the  contents  rests  apon  the 
man's  back,  supported  by  the  broad  folds  of  the  blue  doth  on 
his  right  shoulder.  As  the  cloth  is  thin  this  does  not  interfere 
with  his  bringing  the  butt  of  the  rifle  well  into  the  shoulder 
when  firing — an  objection  generally  raised  to  wearing  anything 
en  handomiire  over  the  right  shoulder. 

The  soldier  then  stands  equipped  for  action  as  follows : — 

Ammunition,  350  rounds  -    120  in   pouches  and 

230  in  blue  doth. 

Greatcoat  -  -        -    Worn  en  baruloulih^ 

over  left  shoulder. 

Entrenching  tool  and  canteen      -    Strapped  or  tied   to 

greatcoat. 

Emergency  rations  -  -    In  one  compartment 

of  blue  doth. 
Haversack,  waterbottle,  and  field 

dressing  -  -        -    As  usuaL 

This  equipment  has  evidently  been  improvised  in  the  field, 
and  points  to  the  experience  which  has  been  gained  as  to  the 
necessity  of  men  carrying  as  much  ammunition  as  possible  into 
action,  and  to  the  importance  of  training  them  to  carry  loads  in 
peace  time.  At  present  the  entrenching  tool  and  canteen  are 
tied  on  to  the  greatcoat,  and  sometimes  to  the  holdall,  with 
bits  of  string  or  anything  available.  But  the  idea  seems  capable 
of  being  taken  as  the  foundation  of  an  excellent  form  of  equip- 
ment. Our  army  wiU,  undoubtedly,  have  to  carry  entrenching 
tools,  at  least  two  days'  emergency  rations  and  more  ammunition 
in  the  future  as  well  as  the  greatcoat  and  canteen.  The  great- 
coat and  canteen  might  possibly  be  carried  high  up  on  the 
equipment  braces,  and  the  remaining  articles  en  bandatuiire  in  a 
holdall.  Instances  are  stated  to  have  occurred  of  a  battalion 
having  been  several  days  without  its  discarded  knapsacks,  but 
when  once  the  soldier  Va  eo^v^^;^  m'the  special  order  given 
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above  there  is  little  he  waots  for  several  duys  except  a  renewal 
of  food  and  water. 

The  Japanese  emergency  ration  is  not  a  portable  concentrated 
arrangement,  but  the  full  day's  rations  of  either  desiccated  rice 
and  tinned  meat,  or  biscuits  and  tinned  meat.  The  desiccated 
rice,  when  mixed  with  hot  water,  forms  the  same  amount  of 
solid  food  as  2  lbs.  of  uncooked  rice.  The  weights  of  this 
ration  are  1^  lbs.  a  day,  if  desiccated  rice  is  used,  and  2  lbs.  if 
biscuits  are.  I  regret  that  it  is  impossible  to  asceiiain  the 
exact  weights  of  other  articles  of  kit,  equipment,  frc,  carried  in 
the  iBeld,  but  the  total  amount  carried  by  the  soldier,  including 
his  rifle  and  bayonet,  must  be  between  50  and  60  lbs.  In  spite 
of  this  load  his  movements  are  characterised  by  great  rapidity 
and  activity. 
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(47)  Japanese  Physical  Exercise. 


Report  by  Lieut-Colonel  A.  L.  Haldane,  D.S.O.,  General  Staff; 
Head-Quarters  Second  Japanese  Army,  7th  November  1904. 


I  have  the  honour  to  bring  to  your  notice  a  few  points 
regarding  the  Japanese  infantry  soldier,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
means  taken  to  keep  him  in  good  condition  during  a  halt. 

The  Second  Army  has  now  been  stationary  for  some  little 
time,  and  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  several  of  the 
exercises  carried  out  by  a  portion  of  it,  which  I  believe  not  only 
help  to  maintain  health,  but  also  tend  to  increase  military 
efficiency  to  a  considerable  extent. 

And  here  I  may  explain  that  in  the  remarks  which  follow 
I  do  not  refer  to  the  ordinary  drills  and  physical  exercises, 
which  take  place  in  much  the  same  manner  as  in  our  own 
service. 

With  us  it  is  customary  when  a  halt  of  any  duration  takes 
place  in  the  field,  for  the  men — some,  not  all — not  on  duty  to 
get  up 'games  such  as  football,  &c.,  which  help  to  keep  those 
who  engage  in  them  in  good  health.  The  Japanese  soldier  on 
the  other  hand,  though  of  a  ii:ost  cheerfid  disposition,  does  not, 
so  far  as  I  am  aware,  indulge  when  on  active  service  in  such 
amusements,  although  in  Japan  base-ball  and  other  games  are 
common.  Nevertheless  he  is  put  through  almost  daily  exercises, 
during  some  of  which  discipline  is  relaxed  and  the  men  are 
allowed  to  talk,  laugh,  and  smoke  cigarettes. 

Some  of  these  military  games  are  as  follows : — 

(1)  Wrestling.  A  company  is  formed  in  line,  two  deep,  and 
the  men  of  the  front  rank  wrestle  with  those  of  the  rear  rank. 
Several  pairs,  with  the  non-commissioned  officers  as  umpires, 
wrestle  at  the  same  time,  and  all  those  who  win  fall  in  again 
separately.  The  winners  next  wrestle  among  themselves,  and 
so  on.  The  wrestling  is  not  by  any  means  scientific  like  jiu- 
jitau,  and  few  of  the  men  whom  I  saw  were  adepts  in  the  art, 
but  all  appeared  thoroughly  to  enjoy  the  contests  and  displayed 
the  utmost  good  temper  throughout. 

(2)  Running  exercises. 

The  Japanese  soldier  is  a  good  runner,  and,  even  when  in 
marching  order  and  carrying  one  or  two  parcels  of  reserve 
ammunition,  covers  the  ground  at  a  great  rate.  ELis  activity 
may  be  attributed  in  a  great  measure  to  the  constant  practice 
which  he  gets,  practice  which  in  some  forms  is,  I  imagine,  far 
from  distasteful  to  him. 

The  following  are  some  examples  of  these  exerdses  : — 
(a)  The  officer  commanding  a  company  will   despatch  a 
squad  of  perhaps  a  dozen  m^xi  Va:>  xMii  toxitA  ^^xci^  obiect,  400  or 
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SOO  yards  distant^  cfOflsiog  a  nullah  on  the  way.    The  time  19 
taken,  and  other  i^qaadd  are  fiimilarly  despatcheiri 

{b}  A  company  will  be  dmwTi  up  with  tlie  front  and  rear 
mtik  facing  each  other,  and  s^oiiie  40  yards  apart,  Midway 
between  the  ftank  men  at  each  end  of  tlie  parallel  liDea,  and 
ftieing  inwanb,  stands  anotht-r  man.  These  two  men  are  the 
pivuU  round  which  the  tn*^n  of  the  company  have  U>  run*  At 
tihe  eominencemeDt  of  th<^  game,  or  ejtertinic,  one  pivot  man  holdn 
a  fiinaU  while  flag  and  the  other  a  red  one* 

Tho  ^anie  now  proceedn  aa  follows ; — The  right-hand  man 
of  tlw  front  rank  and  the  left-haiid  man  ol  the  r^-tir  niuk  run 
directly  to  their  front  to  the  pivot  man  and  take  his  flag  (or 
they  may  rim  diagoimUy  to  the  more  distant  pivot  man,  but 
Hun  in  immaterial),  p«iaa  round  him  and  run  on  to  the  other 
pi%'ut  nnd  rt?tuni  to  tht*ir  plact^  in  their  ranka  Ah  thtry  »ipproach 
the  rank  they  re£i|.)octivoly  bi^long  to.  the  ne&t  man  Uj  ttiem 
latches  the  flag  and  ruim  ofl'  ou  a  similar  coume*  The  faster 
'^Ihc  men  cover  the  gnmnd,  and  the  mote  deftly  they  hand  on 
the  flag,  the  mx>ner  wilt  their  naik  all  have  run  the  eourm%  to 
^mpkte  which  tirst  m  to  win  the  game.  The  diistance  may 
inereafied  by  ex  lending  the  men  and  widening  tlie  interval 
between  the  ranks,  and  the  game  slightly  vaiied  by  m.iking 
»the  men  run  round  the  opjKPHite  rank  in.Htead  of  round  tho 
'  liivota 

This  game  makes  a  mnn  quick  on  liii^  iegn  and  teach^"*  him 

to  turn  and   etiop  expeditiously,  and  I  should  nay  that  many  a 

In  the  Japanese  Army  duritig  ttio  pre^R^nt  campaign  owes 

^liia  lile  to  the  rapidity  witli  winch,  when  reinfoming  the  firing 

Une  individually,   aa  is  frL*qui>ntly   done,    he    tias   reached   the 

.aheltering  trench  and  dropjjod  down  into  it 

Thi.^  g»nKt  ill  gt^neraily  repeated  thne  or  fi^ur  ttmui!  at  one 

panule,  and   in  order  to  et|Uuh/A*   the   iank»  in  puce  men  Mm 

moved  from  one  rank  to  the  other  tm  cc»nsidered  advisable.     It 

[thus  becomes  more  exciting.      The   men   throughout  it   laugh 

[•ttd  talk  luid  wntch  with  gi^at  keemaeaa  the  runnel^  of  their 

r^^pcctive  rank^,  a£»  on  each  nmnn  paces  depc&da  the  result 

On  one  occasion  I  oUerved  a  rank  which  had  not  run  aa 
faat  aa  the  other  doing  leo  minutes*  extra  maix'hing  drill,  Uie 
other  rank  l>tnng  dismia^ed, 

{c)  The  following  exercise  reeembles  and  m  based  upon  the 
ancient  Kngli^h  game  of  *'kfhsf  in  the  ling^  bat,  an  pla^oil  by 
the  Japaneae  isoldier  in  the  tield,  ia  ileflcicut  of  the  (emaltf 
element,  and  required,  1  ima^tne»  couMderabty  greatar  pbyaieal 
ettort  than  is  the  caae  with  its  prototype  at  home. 

The  men  of  a  com^mny  arc  {armed  in  a  circle,  two  deep» 
being  inwards^  and  two  or  three  paces  between  the  files.  Two 
spare  men,  A  and  B,  now  pitxseed  to  run,  A  chasing  B,  who 
<£xlge8  in  and  out  between  tlu  nn,     Whea  A  snooeeds  in 

[  toodiing  B  the  former  plaoeit  •   at  once  in  &011I  of  the 

nearest  graup^  aay,  in  fit>nt  of  A,  U»  ii*     There  are  now  three 
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men  in  the  group,  and  D  has  to  escape  from  B,  who,  if  he  is 
quick,  can  touch  him,  in  which  case  B  tsan  do  as  A  did.  It 
is,  however,  customary  for  B  to  place  himself  in  front  of  a 
group  when  he  is  tired,  and  not  wait  till  he  is  caught,  in  which 
case  the  rear  rank  man  runs  off  at  once  and  is  chased  by  A. 

As  so  many  of  our  men  are  onlookers  at  and  not  performers 
in  games,  and  as  rapidity  in  covering  ground  is  a  valuable  asset 
in  infantry  of  the  present  day,  I  have  been  led  to  describe  these 
games  or  exercises,  which  might  serve  as  types  for  the  intro- 
duction in  our  service  of  something  of  the  kind.  In  peace 
time  they  would  go  a  long  way  to  make  lazy  men  active,  and 
on  active  service  they  would  help  to  keep  up  the  men's  spirits 
during  a  halt,  and  at  the  same  time  reduce  the  percentage 
of  sick,  which  usually  increases  considerably  under  the  latter 
conditions. 
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(48)  JtLpsmme  Clothing. 


BlPORT  by  Lieai-ColoEel  C  V.  Hume,  D.S.O..  Koyal 
Artillery,    Tokio,  loth  Jume  1905. 


1.  "  Clothing  "  consists  of  cloilies,  bootfti  sptiiti  curry *cotnl>H 
and  bmshea*  All  other  articles  of  kit  eome  imder  th^  heading 
**  Anna"  **  Arms'*  are  divided  into  (1)  "Arms»"  which  include 
arms,  ammtinitiim,  carts  nnd  ham*^ss  ;  and  (2)  **  War  Material/* 
which  tncIudo8  all  other  artielms  of  Ordnance  BU|>ply, 

2.  The  supply  of  clothing  in  the  field  is  carried  out  entirely 
by  divisiona     The  system  ia  as  follows : — 

(1)  The  doth,  other  than  that  purchased,  b  made  at  the 

Stfnju  factory  near  Tokio, 

(2)  All  cloth   IS  stored  at  the   depdt  at    Fukaf^awa,  near 

Tokio, 
(S)  From  Fukugawa,  the  cloth  ifi  sent  in  bulk  to  the  head- 
qaarters  of  diviaions  alt  over  Japan. 

(4)  Divisiuos  arrange  for  the  making  up  of  the  clothing  by 
contract  Everybody  aeems  to  be  given  a  chance,  and 
all  over  Tokio  tailors  can  be  eemi  at  work  in  their 
little  shopH  making  up  their  reapeettire  lots.  During 
war  time,  an  a  latiour  of  love,  the  wtvea  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  division  take  over  a  proportion  of 
the  underclothing  and  make  it  up  under  the  supertn- 
ieandenee  of  the  wife  of  the  gener^  or  senior  officer 
of  the  division, 

(5)  The  division  in  the  field  indents  on  the  depdtr^battalion 
for  the  required  clothing  and  the  latter  Mends  it  to 
the  army  base  depdt  at  the  port  of  Ujina. 

(6)  From  Ujina  the  clothing  ia  shipped  to  Dalny,  whence  It 
hi  sent  by  rail  to  the  moet  convenient  ''Despatch 
Magajdne/'  These  de^spatds  msgazines  are  est^b- 
Itahed  on  the  railway,  and  at  them  clothing  and  other 
supplies  are  stored  till  they  can  be  deepatched  to  the 
troops  in  the  field.  They  are  under  the  control  of 
Manchunan  HeiuUQuarterv  and  are  eetabliahed  at 
Dalny;  Liao-yang,  and  Mukden,  probably  now  also  at 
Tieh'ling. 

(7)  At  the  despatch  magaiiiie  the  line  of  Gommuniobtion 
of  the  Army  concerned  takes  the  clothing  over  and 
delivers  it  at  the  head-quarters  of  the  division  to 
which  it  is  consigned 
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(8)  On  the  arrival  of  the  clothing  at  the  head-qnaxtefs  of 

the  division  the  intendanoe  notifies  regiments  and 
other  units  of  its  arrival,  and  the  latter  send  for  it. 

(9)  No  clothing  is  sent  from  Japan  in  anticipation  of  wants. 

3.  Should  the  chief  intendant  of  a  division  find  that  it  is 
possible  to  purchase  locally  materials  for  special  dothing,  such 
as  warm  coats  for  sentries,  &c.,  he  reports  the  fact  to  the  War 
Minister,  who,  if  he  thinks  it  desirable,  orders  the  division  to 
purchase  and  make  up  in  the  field.  The  chief  intendant  then 
purchases  the  material  and  collects  the  tailors  of  the  division  at 
head-quarters  to  make  it  up.  There  are  from  thirty  to  fifty 
tailors  in  the  ranks  of  each  regiment. 

4.  In  peace  time  the  soldier  gets  two  pairs  of  boots  (shoes) 
per  annv/rrij  and  on  service  four  pairs.  The  men  are  getting 
through  about  six  pairs  at  present,  the  extra  ones  being  indented 
for  by  divisions  on  their  head-quarters  in  Japan.  Repairs  in 
the  field  are  done  by  the  bootmakers  of  regiments.  The 
Japanese  boots  and  shoes  are,  or  rather  were,  cheap,  shapeless 
and  over-roomy.  They  are  now  improving,  anyhow  in  iq[>pear- 
ance  and  stoubiess.  I  am  not  certain,  but  I  think  the  govern- 
ment price  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  was  about  2  yen^  a  pair, 
or  even  lees.  Up  to  the  battle  of  Liao-yang,  shoes  and  gaiters 
were  universally  worn  by  dismounted  men.  The  shoes  soon  got 
loose  and  the  gaiters  ragged,  and  the  majority  of  the  men  took 
to  tying  on  their  shoes  with  a  bit  of  stout  string  (under  the 
sole,  then  crossed  over  the  instep,  and  then  tied  round  the 
ankle).  This  kept  the  shoe  close  to  the  foot.  Even  when 
boots  were  introduced,  after  the  battle  of  the  Sha  Ho,  they 
were  treated  in  the  same  way  by  the  men.  Boots  and  putties 
are  finding  great  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  Japanese,  and  though 
the  troops  in  Tokio  still  stick  to  the  shoes  and  gaiters,  boots 
and  putties  are  being  issued  in  large  quantities  in  the  field.  If 
not  already  the  service  kit,  they  w3l  probably  become  so  in  the 
future. 

5.  Winter  clothing  is  supplied  to  divisions  as  described  in 
para.  2.  When  winter  is  over,  the  division  collects  its  warm 
clothing  and  hands  it  over  to  line  of  communication,  to  be  con- 
veyed to  a  despatch  magazine,  whence  it  is  sent  back  to  Japan. 
At  Ujina  it  is  all  disinfected,  and  then  sent  on  to  divisional 
head-quarters,  where  it  is  cleaned,  repaired  and  stored. 

6.  The  winter  clothing  is  excellent,  and  it  is  largely  due  to 
its  good  quality  that  the  men  have  been  practically  immune 
from  the  efiects  of  cold.  A  box  containing  a  complete  winter 
outfit  Las  been  sent  home,  and  as  we  were  each  given  an  outfit 
in  the  winter,  the  following  remarks  on  some  of  uie  articles,  the 
result  of  my  own  experience,  may  be  of  use.  I  think  the  lowest 
night  temperature  we  had  was  about  14  degrees  below  zero 
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(Fshmnhett).  There  was  veiy  little  snow  and  plenty  of  sun* 
On  still  d&ys  it  was  quite  warm  in  the  sun,  but  when  the 
north  wind  blew,  which  it  often  did,  ever  80  little,  the  cold 
was  intense,  even  in  the  sun. 

(1)  The  blanket  overcoat  i«  an  excellent  garment,  loose 
and  comfortable.  Any  amount  of  clothes  and  accoutre* 
ments  can  be  worn  underneath  it.  The  hock  fastenings 
answer  admirably.  The  imall  keepers  on  the  shoulders 
are  for  the  t»ipes  of  the  mitts  to  prevent  the  latter  falling 
off.  The  only  weak  point  about  the  coat  is  that  the  slcirts 
are  not  heavy  enough  to  protect  the  kne<^  when  riding  in 
a  Manchurl&n  north  wind.  I  think  the  Japan^ie  recog- 
nised thi^»  (or  they  served  out  to  mounted  corps  a  number 
of  flheepakin  *-  pull-overs  *'  to  cover  the  thi^h  and  knee« 
In  some  divisions  the  overcoats  were  of  a  khaki  colour, 
like  the  one  sent  home ;  in  others  they  were  grey  or  light 
brown,  and  made  up  actually  of  blankets^  the  ml  stripes 
to  be  found  in  mmi  blanketa  appeJirtng  somewhere  on 
the  eoat, 

(2)  The  blanket  hood  is  esEcellent  in  every  way. 

(3)  Tha  felt  mitta  I  found  indispensable.  Dogskin 
gloves  lined  with  rabbi tskin  were,  I  found ,  useless  by 
themselves  when  riding  on  cold  days,  but  five  minutes 
in  a  fait  mitt  ma^le  a  numbed  band  warm  again.  So  I 
always  hung  tlio  nu tta  round  my  neck,  for  use  when 
required. 

(4)  The  woollen  jersey  is  an  extseUfint  one,  and  I  always 
wore  it 

(5)  The  knitted  drawers  I  did  not  venture  on  as  I  had 
Bomo  softer  ones  of  my  own,  but  tliti  men  could  not  have 
done  without  them. 

(6)  The  knitted  gloves  are  good»  but  require  the  assist- 
ance of  the  mitts,  rs  mentioned  above* 

(7)  I  did  not  try  the  knitted  socks  very  high,  but  I 
found  tiiem  comfortable  both  riding  and  walking,  in  spite 
of  their  liaving  no  heela 

(B)  Tlie  toe-caps  I  did  not  use,  aa  my  lace  boots  were 
not  roomy  enough  and  the  least  pressure  produoes  numbed 
,  feet 

(9)  The  Balaclava  cape  are  too  thin.  The  men  wore 
them  all  day  and  all  night,  but  later  on  in  the  winter 
they  were  served  out  in  aihlition  with  sheep  or  goat^skin 
ear-covers  which  were  turned  up  over  the  cap  when  not 
r©quiri*d, 

(10)  Tlie  sheepskin  waistcoat  was,  I  consider,  the 
greatest  source  of  protection  against  the  eold.  It  is  worn 
over  thejacket 

(11)  The  doth  boota  were  made  in  Japan,  Tbty  are 
very  comfortable  and  men  sod  officers  used  them,  mounted 
and  di$mounted«  till  they  wore  them  out     Having  a  large 

y  \i  t 
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foot,  I  found  Japanese  sizes  a  Int  too  smalL  The  iBnt 
desideratum  in  a  cold  weather  boot  is  roomy  and  the 
second  is — more  room.  The  Russian  felt  boots  seemed 
excellent  as  far  as  warmth  was  concerned,  but,  judging 
by  the  vast  number  I  saw  scattered  alon^  the  roads 
leading  north,  after  the  battle  of  Mukden,  Uiey  are  not 
good  foot-gear  for  rapid  movements. 

(12)  I  £d  not  try  the  straw  boots. 

(13)  The  roomy,  solid-hide  Chinese  shoes  were  popular 
with  both  Japanese  and  Russians. 

7.  Elhaki  was  taken  into  wear  by  the  troops  last  summer  on 
or  about  the  1st  June.  The  material  was  thin  cotton  drilL  The 
jacket  was  a  plain  one,  and  so  skimpy  and  short  that  the  bottom 
edge  was  often  hidden  by  the  waist  belt.  K  either  were  the 
trousers  and  pants  roomy  enough.  Khaki  cap-covers,  showing 
the  band  of  the  cap,  were  also  worn.  The  value  of  the  colour 
was  well  appreciated,  and  when,  in  the  autumn,  blue  clothing 
was  taken  back  into  wear,  many  officers  procured  warm  khaki 
serge  of  British  pattern,  while  the  rest  of  them  and  the  men 
enlarged  their  khaki  clothes  by  letting  in  pieces  of  drill,  and 
wore  them  over  their  blue.  The  general  effect  was  quaint  as 
the  pieces  let  in  by  the  men  varied  in  hue  from  white  to  dark 
brown.  Later  on,  in  the  winter,  the  blanket  overcoat  provided 
the  required  khaki  colouring.  When  the  weather  got  milder 
again  in  March  last,  the  bla&et  coat  was  discarded.  To  hide 
the  blue  every  man  was  then  served  out  with  a  loose  khaki 
drill  **  dust-coat,"  reaching  to  the  knees.  This  was  put  on  over 
the  blue,  and  the  belts,  packs,  &c.,  put  on  over  the  khaki  This 
was  the  kit  the  troops  were  in  when  I  left  the  front  last  month, 
and  it  seemed  a  very  practical  one.  They  will  now  be  in  khaki 
again. 
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(49)  System  of  Pay  in  the  Field. 


Report  by  Colonel  W.  Apslkt  Smith,  C3.,  Boyal  Field 
Artillery ;  before  Port  Arthur,  2l8t  October  1904. 


Before  leaving  Japan  for  the  front,  officers  allot  a  proportion 
of  their  pay,  as  much  or  as  little  as  Uiey  like,  to  their  families. 
But  all  ranks  at  the  front  have  little  chwoe  of  spending  money, 
and  no  means  of  carrying  it  about  Non-commission^  officers 
and  men  therefore  often  wish  to  send  money  home,  and  officers 
wish  to  supplement  their  allotments. 

Accordingly,  the  War  Office,  in  concert  with  the  Post  Office, 
are  trying  the  following  "  experiment " : — 

The  field  poet  offices  remit  postal  orders  to  Japan,  receiving 
the  cash  either  from  the  man  himself,  or  if  the  man  prefers  it, 
from  the  officer  paying  the  unit  to  which  the  man  belongs,  and 
similarly  in  the  case  of  officers.  The  cash  is  then  handed  over 
by  the  poet  offices  to  the  field  Treasure  Chest,  and  becomes 
available  for  re-issue  to  the  troops. 

Officers  are  paid  monthly;  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men,  as  a  general  rule,  every  ten  days. 

N.B. — A  private's  pay  in  the  field  is  only  6  sen  (l^cl.) 
a  day. 
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(50)  Japanese  Reports  and  Staff  Diaries. 


Report  by  Lieut.-C!olonel  A.  L.  Haldane,  D.S.O.,  Oenenl 
Staffs  Head-Quarters,  Second  Japanese  Army,  18th  May  1905. 


Appendix. 
Extracts  from  Japanese  Field  Service  Regalation& 


In  the  Japanese  Field  Service  Regulations  (1903)  explicit 
rules  are  laid  down  for  the  preparation  of  staff  diaries  and 
reports  on  action&  (The  name  "  staff  diary  "  is  not,  however, 
applied  in  the  regulations  to  that  compilation,  and,  as  the  diaries 
are  frequently  kept  by  others  than  those  on  the  staff  of  the  army, 
they  are,  no  doubt  for  this  reason,  called  *'  war  diaries.'*) 

Attached  are  extracts  from  the  latest  Field  Service  Regu- 
lations on  this  subject,  which,  I  think,  bear  favourable  com- 
parison with  our  own. 

As  it  often  happens  that  the  preparation  of  such  records  and 
diaries  falls  upon  officers  who  have  had  no  previous  experience 
in  such  work — except  such  as  will  be  presently  inferred  to — the 
style  of  the  headings  given  in  the  Japanese  regulations  seems  to 
lend  itself  towards  simplifying  the  task.  TUs  is  more  so  in 
the  case  of  reports  on  actions  than  in  that  of  staff  diaries.  As 
regards  the  latter,  the  possible  preparation  of  a  war  history  is 
foreshadowed  in  the  regulations,  and  if  this  be  kept  in  view 
by  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  draw  them  up,  the  labour  of 
preparing  such  a  work  after  a  campaign  would  be  greatly 
simplified. 

As  it  was  my  duty  when  employed  at  the  Intelligence 
Department  to  prepare,  amongst  other  things,  the  Journal  of 
Events  in  South  Africa,  and  later,  that  for  Somaliland,  during 
the  campaigns  in  those  countries — a  duty  which  involved  a 
close  study  of  every  staff  diary  sent  from  the  seat  of  war — ^I 
trust  that  it  will  not  be  thought  presumptuous  on  my  part  if, 
while  writing  on  this  subject,  I  offer  a  few  remarks  on  what 
came  under  my  notice  at  that  time. 

Although  some  of  the  diaries  from  South  Africa  were 
prepared  with  the  greatest  care,  the  majority — and  I  think  that 
the  compilers  of  the  war  history  will  bear  me  out — ^were 
deficient  in  details,  which  greatly  detracted  from  their  value. 
Such  points  as  orders,  method  of  carrying  out  an  operation, 
conditions  at  different  periods  of  an  action,  position  of  neigh- 
bouring units,  casualU^,  ^x^^oiaditure  of  ammunition,  and  the 


RDQimi  4tn>  STIFF  DIARIES. 


879 


like^  were  by  rto  meani  fully  reported  an,  and  some  of  them 
were  omitted  altogether  Ordera  imued  by  higher  commaaders 
were  only  to  be  found— and  that  rarely — in  stuff  diaries  sub- 
mitted by  minor  commanders^  and  much  irrelevant  matter  was 
somctttnes  inserted  with  no  apparent  object  except  that  of 
adding  to  their  length.  Had  the  work  l>e&n  carried  out  mora 
efficieotly»  it  would  not  have  Imen  found  necessary  to  gather 
tnaterial  for  the  history  from  such  sourceti  as  the  private 
journals  of  offioera. 

In  few  of  the  South  Af  riam  diaries  was  attention  drawn 
to  ineihods  which  had  proved  advantageous  in  carrying  out 
operational  Sic,  &c.,  whereby  experience  for  the  future  might 
have  been  gained,  and  in  only  one  staff  diary ^ — that  of  a  cavalry 
colonel  in  oommand  of  a  eolunm — was  full  attention  paid  to 
thia  |>oint 

On  the  other  hand,  the  diaries  sent  from  Somaliland, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
instructions  which  were  baa^d  upon  the  experience  of  the 
deficiencies  of  South  African  diaries  contained  far  more  prodae 
InforTDation. 

The  Japanese  raports — I  have  not  seen  their  war  diaries-- 
may  be  taken  as  an  fixample  of  what  can  be  attained  to  in  the 
field.  No  question  that  I  have  asked  at  any  time  regarding  a 
battle  but  could  be  answered  from  tliem.  The  numerous  rough 
though  neatly  executeil  aketchen  in  them  show  all  the  detail  of 
dispoaitlons^  that  cj^u  pimiiibly  Ik'!  required.  The  positions  of  the 
infantry  and  artillery  at  difTerent  periods  of  an  action,  and  the 
ranges  at  which  the  latter  *irt*d.  ar«  all  clearly  shown.  Indeed, 
of  the  reports  it  may  be  iiaid  that  nothing  worth  recording 
is  omitted,  and,  in  eonsequence,  the  i;reate«t  of  all  benetiti« 
experience  for  the  future,  can  Ijc  retklily  gathi-rcd 

It  muj^t,  liowever,  be  remembered  that  though  the  work 
done  in  t!ii»  direction  by  the  Japanese  is  of  high  quality,  they 
have  not  waiti^d  till  their  army  was  before  the  enemy  in  order 
to  instruct  their  officer?  in  some  degree  in  it.  During  peaoe 
manoeuvres,  from  the  company  and  even  the  section  commander 
upwards  to  the  higher  siafi  offieerr,  repcrU  are  detnanded.  and 
sketdiss  which  I  have  seen  in  Hanehuria,  executed  by  newly 
,  joined  officers^  showing  the  dispositions  during  various  phases 
of  an  action  of  their  section  and  company,  prove  that  they  have 
been  sufficiently  trained  in  peace  time. 

As  manoeuvres  are  not  general  in  all  parts  of  our  army 
annually,  and  in  any  ease  are  usually  of  short  duration, 
opportunity  might  be  taken  of  the  annual  company  traimng 
to  make  iti  officers  prepare  brief  reports,  stating  the  orders 
g^Ten,  position  of  comfjany  or  half  company  at  different  periods, 
rough  ttketcfaes,  isc,  Ac,,  during  the  days  devoted  to  operations^ 
outpost  duty,  eonvoys,  tsc.  Such  an  exercise,  which  might  be 
axtandal  in  some  degree  to  the  non*«ommlaBioned  omoeti^ 
woold.  I  balitrs,  add  not  only  to  the  interest  taken  in  the  work, 
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improve  the  general  standard  of  ability^  make  promotion  eoouni- 
nations  for  some  less  formidable,  and  create  the  habit  of  reocftding 
events  in  simple  and  terse  language.  It  would,  f nrther,  have 
the  ultimate  advantage  of  training  the  whole  armj  to  keep, 
during  a  campaign,  intelligent  memoirs  whereby  the  writiiig 
of  hiirtory  and  the  amassing  of  experience  would  be  greatly 
facilitated. 


APPENDIX. 


Extracts  from  Japanese  Field  Service  Bbgulatioks. 

When  an  action  is  over,  a  report  of  the  occurrence  must  be 
made  without  delay  to  higher  authority.  As  soon  as  possible 
afterwards  a  complete  report  will  be  drawn  up  framed  in  a 
similar  manner,  and  this  report  will  be  based  upon  the  reports 
received  from  units.  There  is  no  regulation  form  for  these 
reports,  but  events  will  be  recorded  according  to  the  hours  at 
which  they  took  place.  In  the  case  of  a  batue  happening  in  a 
large  district,  this  district  may  be  divided  up  into  areas,  and 
what  took  place  in  each  area  will  be  reported  upon  separately. 

The  main  object  of  the  full  report — which  is  sent  in  after 
the  immediate  report — is  to  provide,  through  general  officers 
commanding,  the  head-quarters  with  all  important  details  of 
what  has  occurred  so  that  guidance  may  be  obtained  in  carrying 
out  future  operations. 

For  this  reason  the  full  report  of  a  large  unit  must  oontun 
information  under  the  following  headings : — 

1.  Conditions  of  both  hostile  armies  before  the  banning  of 

the  action. 

2.  Time  when  the  action  began. 

3.  Natural  features  of  the  battlefield  (only  necessary  ones). 

4.  Strength  of  both  armies. 

5.  How  the  enemy^s  position  was  captured. 

6.  How  units  were  arranged  for  the  attack. 

7.  Written  and  verbal  orders,  &c 

8.  Conditions  of  every  period  of  the  fight. 

9.  Conditions  at  the  crisis  or  point  of  the  fight  which  brought 

about  success  or  the  reverse. 

10.  Movement  of  neighbouring  units  during  the  crisis. 

11.  How  the  engagement  terminated  and  the  results  that 

followed. 

12.  Position  and  movements  of  both  hostile  armies  after  the 

battle. 

13.  Plan  of  operations  intended  to  be  carried  out  on  the  night 

following  the  battle  or  on  the  next  day. 

14.  Begimentfd  numbers  and  names  of  superior  officers  of  the 

enemy  eng^ng^l. 
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The  &bo^e  an?  the  priQcipal  pomta  and  thoee  which  are 

leonsideFed  of   first  importance,  but  they  may  be  added  to  if 

I  desired  or  soma  omitted  if  thought  Deceasary.     The  latter  course 

[might  he  followed  when  a  uait  hiks  fought  aloce  or  with  a  much 

larger  forca 

Orders  and  reporte  which  have  been  received  aud  issued 
during  an  action,  and  which  have  had  a  favourable  or  adverse 
f  fieet  on  its  conduct,  will  be  attached  to  the  report. 

In  the  full  report  there  muat  he  lists  showing  casualtieSp 

captures,  arms  lost  or  injured,  and  ammunition  expended.     (In 

i\m  appendices  to  the  Begulatioiis  are    forms    for  these   lists, 

which  will  accompany  the  full  translation  of  tite  work  lat^^n) 

Oallaut  actions  on  the  part  of  individuals  or  units  wiU  ab^ 

tib^  brought  to  notice, 

SkeUibes, — ^For  tiiose  districta  which  appear  on  the  map  in 
the  hands  of  the  troops,  itketcfaes  will  merely  be  rcHjuired  to 
amplify  them* 

Simple  rough  sketches  are  useful  in  the  following  cases: — 
To  show  the  battle  ground  at  the  time  wlien  it  was 
reconnoitred,  to  show  the  defences  of  tlte  enemy  iu 
detail^  to  take  the  place  of  long  oxplanations  and 
complicated  senteneea 
As  rough  sketches  have  frequently  to  be  made  on  horse- 
back  and  in  hiu»te,  great  aecuntcy  is  not  ne<!«ssary. 
The  width  of  a  river  need  not  be  drawn  to  scale,  but 
it  may  be  marked  in  figures  alongside  it  What  is 
re(]uired,  above  all,  is  clearness  and  sufficient  accuracy 
to  make  the  sketch  useful. 


War  Dmrim. 

EntrioR  must  be  made  in  war  dtarica  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  occurrence*  If  the  entry  is  postponed  it  becomes  less 
valuable  the  greater  the  delay. 

1.  The  foQowing  units  are  respinsible  for  keeping  a  war 

diary : — Every  department  of  Iiuperial   Head-Quarters,  except 

I  the  posts!  department;   each  head-quarters  eommsnded    by  a 

l^nend,  and  iff  from  the  nature  of  its  organization,  this   be 

pwibdivided  into  sections,  each  section,  except  the  postal  section, 

will  keep  a  diary ;  every  department  uf  the  ins[)ector  of  the 

line  of  commuicaiion ;  evofy  line  of  commtinicntion  post,  rcgi- 

[inent^    battalion,    detached    company,    regimental    column    of 

aitilleiy,  unit  in  a  fortress,  independent  fortress,  independent 

fort,  telepuph   corps,   sanitary   corps,  hospital  columns,  corps 

.of  observation,  arms  depAt*  reserve  oorpa,  t«eerve  depdt,  beater 

toerpe  for  sick  and  wounded*  aad  hone  depdi. 

Bvety  liead-quarteiii  of  a  depAt  and  every  onit  of  reserve 
at  home  will  also  keep  a  depAt  diary  according  to  the  above 
sub-divisions,  and  the  point«t  to  be  entered  in  the  diary  are  as 
•hown  below  under  head  "  B/'  paragraph  8. 
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2.  A  war  diary  or  depdt  diary  will  be  kept  firom  the  day  of 
mobilization.  Those  units,  especially  established  for  tempoiaiy 
duty,  will  begin  their  respective  diaries,  firstly,  by  the  hand  of 
an  officer  or  warrant  officer  who  may  first  arrive  at  the  place 
of  mobilization  of  such  unit,  and  the  diary  will  be  oontmued 
by  the  person  deputed  to  take  charge  of  the  record. 

3.  The  object  of  keeping  diaries  is  two-fold,  viz. : — 

A.  To  furnish  a  history  of  an  individual  or  unit  and 

to  keep  a  record  of  occurrences  which  have  been 
actually  witnessed.  From  these  accounts  a 
history  of  the  war  can  be  prepared,  and  from 
them  it  can  be  seen  whether  each  individual  has 
fulfilled  his  duties. 

B.  To  serve  for  future  reference,  with  the  idea  of 

making  improvements  in  the  following : — Oigani- 
zation,  education,  supply,  reserve,  sanitation, 
arms,  ammunition,  tools,  material,  clothing, 
equipment,  and  all  other  military  matters. 

4.  In  order  to  attain  the  object  stated  under  ''A,"  the 
following  points  must  be  borne  in  mind  : — 

(1)  All  orders,  instructions,  and  reports  must  be  recorded. 

(Matters  of  a  confidential  nature  will  be  entered  in 
the  confidential  diary,  note  to  this  effect  being  made 
in  the  diary.) 

(2)  Every  day's  position,  that  is  to  say,  the  arrival  at, 

departure  from,  or  halt  at  such  and  such  a  place,  &c. 

(3)  Everything  regarding  the  line  of  march  and  quarters. 

(4)  Report  regarding  the  fighting,  giving  the  conditions  in 

every  detail,  the  respective  connection  with  other 
units  in  the  neighlx>urhood,  sketch  showing  the 
positions  of  units  at  the  most  important  ^lases. 
These  sketches  should  be  as  dear  and  minute  as 
possible. 

5.  Any  important  matters  that  have  occurred  during  the 
fighting.  In  filling  in  the  report  of  an  action  in  the  diary,  the 
hour  at  which  occurrences  took  place  should  be  entered  with 
exactitude ;  the  state  of  the  weather,  conditions  of  the  ground 
and  roads,  and  the  presence  of  houses,  &c.,  affecting  units  should 
also  be  noted. 

6.  What  part  of  the  front,  &c.,  was  occupied  by  the  unit 
furnishing  the  diary,  that  is  to  say,  whether  the  unit  formed  a 
piquet,  was  head  of  the  advanced  guard  or  the  main  body,  &e. 

7.  Changes  in  personnel,  killed  and  wounded,  &c,  giving 
the  name  and  rank  in  the  case  of  officers,  and  only  the  number 
in  the  case  of  the  rank  and  file  or  animals. 

8.  Description  of  quarters  during  a  halt 

9.  Construction  of  field  works. 

10.  Any  other  matters  of  importance  which  may  occur  day 
by  day. 
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The  following  points  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  requirements  of  **  B  " : — 

(1)  Everything  regarding  arms  ammunition,  tools,  material, 

clothing,  and  equipment. 

(2)  In  what  way  organization  and  regulations  have  stood 

the  test  of  operations. 

(3)  Everything   regarding   the    reserve  (men   and   horses) 

supply  and  sanitation. 

(4)  All  points  regarding  education  and  discipline. 

(5)  Action  taken  at  times  of  emergency,  such  as  the  collec- 

tion of  a  heavy  indemnity  fr^  the  inhabitants  of  the 
enemy's  country. 

(6)  All   orders  issued  by  the  general  commanding^  orders 

by  units,  and  from  other  authorities,  reports  made, 
detailed  information  of  all  kinds,  lists  of  casualties, 
lists  of  expenditure  of  arms  and  ammunition,  reports 
from  outposts,  &c,  must  be  entered  in  the  diaries. 
Matters  of  a  confidential  nature  will  be  entered  later 
if,  on  account  of  their  confidential  character,  they 
cannot  be  entered  at  once. 

(7)  On  these  diaries  the  date,  the  hour,  and  the  name  of  the 

place  should  be  clearly  entered,  and  the  commander  or 
chief  of  the  staff  of  the  units  should  examine,  and 
will  sign  at  the  end  of  each  day's  record. 

(8)  On  demobilization  the  diaries  will  be  closed,  and  the 

duplicate  will  be  sent  to  the  War  Department,  the 
original  beiug  kept  with  the  unit.  The  War  Depart- 
ment, after  extracting  the  necessaiy  information,  will 
pass  the  duplicate  to  the  General  Staff,  where  it  will 
be  preserved  in  the  library. 

(9)  All  the  above  regulations — viz.,  from  (1)  to  (8) — will  be 

written  in  at  the  b^^ning  of  each  war  diary. 
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Adtakcbd  Guabds,  479,  495. 

Adyancbd  tbbnohbs  at  Fobt  AsTHinEt,  source  of  weakness,  453. 

Akasaka-yama  attacked,  401-3 ;  eyacuated,  404 ;  468-9. 

Ammxtnitiok,  expenditure  of,  80  (note),  227,  228,  270,  d22,  324-^5,  337. 

AmniKiTiON,  supply  of,  43, 142,  210-1,  356,  373 ;  artalleiy  oease  ^le  fcMr 
want  of,  227,  228,  285,  302;  abandoned  bj  Russians,  315;  600 
rounds  carried,  346 ;  517-8,  525 ;  cavalry,  531, 545  ;  amount  canied 
by  infantry,  667,  668. 

Akonyhity  of  Japanese  soldiebs,  180. 

Abtilleby,  field,  Japanese,  ai  hatOe  of  Mukden,  97,  113, 116, 117, 151, 
observation  and  signalling,  151-2 ;  185,  2()0 ;  cover,  216 ;  massed, 
217,  runs  shorfc  of  ammunition,  227,  228 ;  receives  kanjo,  229-30 ; 
At  Part  ^Arthur,  see  Artillery,  siese ;  order  of  battle,  455-6. 
Co-opera&on,  516 ;  fires  at  night,  38 ;  First  Army,  concentrated, 
242 ;  under  one  command,  304,  rapid  fire,  333 ;  fire  towards  soimd 
264,  fires  on  own  infantry  267,  expenditure  of  ammunition  270, 
shift  position  at  night  272-3,  275 ;  finds  road  too  bad,  276;  escort 
protects,  276 ;  cover  made  in  action,  281,  293 ;  sandbags  canied, 
282  (note) ;  six  batteries  in  line,  293 ;  560-623,  views  on  indirect 
laying,  561, 584, 593-4 ;  gun  pits  561,  massing  v.  dispersal  562,  583, 
591,  614;  signalling,  563,  593,  607;  ranging,  563,  596,  607;  high- 
explosive  shell,  564,  581-2,  600 ;  Hijikata  b^iteiy,  566-7 ;  data  as  to 
gun  and  ammunition,  567-8,  588 ;  want  of  mobility,  568-9,  589 ; 
personnel,  589,  622 ;  superiority  of  personnel  to  Russian,  570,  587 ; 
shrapnel,  573,  598-600 ;  transmission  of  orders,  574,  591 ;  field 
glasses,  574 ;  tactics,  575-7,  606 ;  danger  of  movement  under  foe, 
577-8,  595,  619-20 ;  gallop,  578 ;  support  of  infantiy,  579 ;  cover, 
580,  594-5,  608,  620;  screens,  581 ;  disposal  of  wagons,  581,  595, 
609;  casualties,  582-3;  night  firing,  584,  601,  605;  sommazy, 
585-6 ;  shields,  589,  607 ;  equipment  and  harness,  590 ;  organisa- 
tion, 590-1,  621 ;  anmiunition  columns,  592 ;  aiming  posts,  595 ; 
range-finder,  596 ;  use  of  cover  by  detachments,  597 ;  at  battle  of 
Mukden,  603-23 ;  half -covered  position,  606  ;  elevating  gear,  606 ; 
in  pursuit,  611 ;  four-gun  batteries,  614-5 ;  tactical  points,  616- 
20 ;  artillery  duel,  617-8 ;  second  line  of  wagons,  622 ;  care  of 
material,  622. 

Abtilleby,  field,  Russian,  at  haUle  of  Mukden,  good  practice,  200 ;  good 
service  in  retreat,  215;  reckless  firing,  216;  surprise  Japanese 
cavalry,  282;  invisible,  286;  held  in  reserve,  297.  Dispersal  of 
guns,  563,  584;  ran^ng,  564,  570-1,  596-7,  606;  data  as  to  gm 
and  ammunition,  567-8,  587;  shrapnel,  572,  606;  observation  of 
fire,  573 ;  alternative  positions,  577 ;  cover,  580,  594;  organisation, 
592 ;  indirect  laying,  593 ;  small  effect  of  fire,  609-10 ;  capture  of, 
612 ;  Q.L.  not  Q.F.,  614.    Night-firing,  44,  303,  309. 

Abthxeby  fibe,  small  effect  of,  154-5, 164, 165, 167, 179,  216,  268,  270, 
582-3, 609-10. 

Abtilleby,  heavy,  Japanese,  observing  station,  5 ;  413,  456 ;  order  of 
battle,  456 ;  at  hatOe  of  MukdAm,  90,  92,  95,  96, 102, 107, 110, 115. 
117, 157, 185, 204, 20*7, ^S4,^a3i,^%^,Wl,^^, 809, 311,  610-1. 
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Amttu.mBTf  tiM^,  EiuMtiAn,  at  haiU*  qf  JCtiMni,  203|  lit. 

A&TlUiJBBT,  hone,  Japanfloep  unproraedt  540;  mmm  witli  ^rst  Armj» 
601. 

AmmAJRUT,  moimtaiu,  JA^m^m,  52 ;  ai  hMU  of  MdMfn*  83,  05  (note), 

11 3»  116^   117,  li^l;  brQUght  tip  to   nlezice  ma<Khi]]€  gnnip  153-4; 

€0-operatton  mih  infantry*  159,  217,  289,  291;  deecripBon,  S84; 

43»;  4i>7-8, 4*>il  i  Euawjui  opinion,  489 ,  used  hb  bowitzers,  565 ;  585, 

580.  505,  612-S,  620^1 ;  batterm  atftUabb,  620. 

ABTa.I^BT,  tiATfil.  at  ileg«  of  Port  Arthur*  374,  376. 

AliTtLiiEBT,  dege,  Japoneee,  nnml^r  of  ^fims  iit  PoH  Arthur,  061 ; 
ftdditian«.  363,  364.  366;  377.  388;  3B&,  404,  408;  numli^rH  at 
OQSiaMOOiiiiest  of  lieg^,  414,  424;  4^;  «!mplQjmmit  oa  1 0th 
September,  430-40;  co-operation  with  inf&uirj,  445;  order  of 
batik,  456 ;  458,  473. 

Attack  between  two  dlnsions  etc^pped  hf  acom^ixen  22^* 
ATTACiCf    fdffmationH,    177;    fjuli    tm    acoonni    of    fnffufBoiimt    Artillery 
prepiratioQ.  204;  lees  Iom  when  moving,  200;  flank.  210;  fronts* 
212':i ;  285 ;  reaiArkv.  343-5.     Bee  Infaniry  formiiUom^. 

Attack*  InfAntiy*  501-19 ;  oh&rActerktics,  502 ;  trtmU  50S ;  deplojment^ 
503^;  «iXAXiip]d%  505-1^;  formAtion««  512;  eo-operAlion,  515; 
commaiiiGAtiati,  518.  Stopped  At  700  uid  800  yardj^  201 ;  at 
450  yard%  £04 ;  remArki  on  op^nint^  Erd  and  d&ng^rotiA  waae^  344. 


a 

BALLOOir,  28,  01,  165, 187.  626, 

Baitds,  353. 

Baak  at  Dalvt,  385. 

BATrmRiKi,  377,  302. 

BATO»r«T  wtumtWQ,  12,  15,  46,  47;  of  haUh  of  Mukden,  122,  136.  138| 
130, 141 ,  215 ;  lihort  dim^oil.  845. 

BOSB  TACTICS,  152, 

BoOTi^  674 


a 

QAimiii,  885-4. 

CJabt,  tnnBport,  condomned,  176, 

Oasx  shot,  not  cArriedt  60L 

CAi9AXifl»»  00GipAri»on,  whon  moiing  And  when  halted^  200,  507 ;  ^mH 
mad  dflA  &t«,  215.  507,  565.  582^,  588,  508, 609. 

OAAVAiiTtM,  JAponaM,  SeoQod  Smmm>  Army,  10  fnote) ;  mi  Hn^kou't^i^ 
48,  50,  gu^  A&d  fiie  &«,  53.  Ai  haiUe  ^/Mvkd^,  102,  lOS,  113, 
117,  m,  136,  14S;  StctmdArmf,  tAWm,  145-7,  154;  hm  fooni 
AftiUeiy  ii^,  164;  166,  172,  173;  lew  when  movlnic  thAn  halted. 
200  i  8th  Ditifiion.  215  ;  Third  Army.  227;  Fbwt  Amjy,  252,  355, 
^7,  271,  285,  201;  2nd  Dirimoii,  294;  12ih  Djvkion.  322,335, 
387  i  telu  Invtitment  of  t'oH  Arthur,  359,  361 ;  At  mm,  864 
866,  388,  SAt  AQguM,  376,  $87  .  October,  394,  388;  At  20i-Meli« 
I1IU,  404.  437 ;  407,  408,  415 ;  At  Ta  And  HsiAo  Kii  SIiad,  417,  420, 
423;  in  Aiigti«t,425;  bi  Otitober«  440,  451,  452;  Nor^mher.  466, 
467 1  Dectmber,  172, 

OAiirAiiTm,  EtMAbn,  Ai  kMU  ^  Mmkdm,  143, 144 
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Ojltal&y  Bbigabb,  1st,  2, 18,  22 ;  engineers  wikh,  28;  at  Hiei-koa-tM^n; 
raid,  61-6;  66-82;  480,  4>81,  4>82;  oonoeals  Third  Axmj,  87; 
composition,  89  (note),  184;  effect  of  raids,  9(^1;  ai  h(Me  pf 
Mukden,  92,  94,  95,  96,  98,  99,  sends  in  information,  100 ;  joins 
Third  Armj,  222 ;  joins  CavalTj  Division,  228. 


Cataiay  Brigade,  2nd,  at  battle  of  Mukden,  220 ;  stops  25 

squadrons,  222 ;  joins  Cayahy  Division,  223 ;  earlj  aotkm,  281-2 ; 
opposed  to  Bnssian  cavalry,  476 ;  479,  4i30,  481. 

CayaIiBY  DiYisioir,  Japanese,  formed,  223;  224,  225,  226,  232,  488. 

Cayalbt,  divisional,  Japanese,  18,  21,  35,  36,  66-82.  Ai  ike  haUle  of 
Mukden,  100, 108, 124, 127,  sent  to  ganison  a  village,  170 ;  nsed 
np  as  orderlies,  214;  257,  261;  surprised  by  artillery,  282 ;  296, 
311  (note),  333;  536. 

Oayalby,  Japanese,  excellent  infantry,  179 ;  training,  231 ;  nnmbers,  231 ; 
at  siege  of  Port  Arthur,  361, 366.  Ammnnitioii,  531 ;  machine  guns, 
531,  549;  signalling,  531;  transport^  532;  reconnaissance,  534; 
dismounted  work,  534;  feeding,  534,  548;  remounts,  535;  shock 
action,  535-6;  divisional,  536;  suitabiliiy  of  country,  535,  536, 
537 ;  personnel,  537-8,  546 ;  horses,  538-9,  547 ;  as  horse  masters, 
543 ;  opinion  on  armament,  545 ;  wastage,  547 ;  shodng,  549 ; 
raids,  551-7;  night  operations,  557-9 ;  Bussian  notes  on,  487-43, 494, 
498 ;  report  on,  by  Captain  Jardine  526-41,  by  Ck>lonel  Birkbeck 
542-59,  Sir  Ian  Hamilton  on,  528-9 ;  organization,  529-30,  546 ; 
telephones,  530;  pioneer  equipment,  530;  sad^,  530,  548; 
equipment,  530-1,  547-8. 

Cayalby,  Bussian,  storm  village,  43  ;  in  rear  during  hatUe  of  Mukden,  92 ; 
220,  221,  222,  225 ;  in  action,  232-3 ;  charge  infantry,  816;  recon- 
naissance 474-7,  dismounted  action  475,  criticism,  477;  engages 
Japanese  cavalry,  480,  481,  482;  tactics  recommended  for,  4SS; 
comparison  with  Japanese,  540. 

Chano-tait,  attack  on,  at  battle  of  Mukden,  508-12. 

Chiek  Nibw-ytj-pao,  attack  on,  186-8. 

Chiek  Shan,  capture  of,  351-2 ;  counter-attack  on,  353-4. 

OHi-KTJAir  Shan  (East),  attack  on,  393-4,  399,  blown  up,  409;  attack 
on,  442-^56 ;  description,  449 ;  final  attack,  464-66. 

Chinese  Wall  at  Poet  Aethub,  396,  399,  400,  466. 

CiYiL  (jOyebnob,  duties,  652-7. 

Climate  of  Manchtjbia,  22. 

Clothing,  for  cold  weather,  342. 

Clothing,  Japanese,  665,  673-6,  system  of  supply,  673;  winter,  674; 
khaki,  676. 

CoLOTTBS,  carried,  530 ;  Bussian,  captured,  252 ;  290. 

CoMMXTNiCATiNG,  front  to  rear,  518,  574,  591. 

CoMHUNiCATiON,  line  of.  First  Army,  at  Mukden,  296. 

Containing  attacks,  84,  211,  518. 

Cooking  tttensils,  Japanese,  664. 

Co-OPEBATION,  between  units,  515;  infantry  and  artillery,  159,  214; 
not  waited  for,  217,  218,  270,  291. 

CO-OPEEATION  07  ABTHXEBY  AND   INTANTBY,  445,  448,  453,  516,  617. 

Cossacks,  59. 

CoTTNTEB-ATTACKS,  111,  138, 144, 166,  222,  223,  224,  226,  227 ;  sncoesMfol 
Bussian,  290,  308,  309. 
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unrrvninicnrap  462,  4^4. 

V  fOB  4»tniS»  530,  6^ ;  im4e  durmg  m^Amk,  ISS,  197 1  ftt  mght,  210. 
POftiif  s,  aUtktioip  661, 
i^cumm,  4S5. 

DAOtT  LirS  Of  ftOLDtBE.  662-5. 

DALKr,  oeciipied,  34H;  mvet^  hy  lltli  Dinsioo,  34d;  el««t«d  of  mitieft* 

360 ;  Joiita4  371 ;  an  baae,  3^. 
Dbad  trseti  ai  covke*  271. 

BlSPATCa   MAQ4£I1IKS,  673. 

BtSBiOABKATiOH,  in  Siigh&li«ti«  4S5,  486^  6th  And  llt^  Divuions,  348. 

DiTisioH.  Gmnl.  at  battU  of  Mukdtn,  243,  244,  ^,  SM,  M9,  2^0.  2S1, 
252,  256-7. 

l^ivuiON,  l«t,  occtipififl  Uu-fthtt^toi,  348;  351,  35a,  378,  397:  leavatt 
Port  Arthur,  413 ;  opemtJoibi,  13th  to  22nd  Angnct,  419 1  432,  446 ; 
order  of  baitU;,  4&5 1  471. 

PfTisiOH,  2nd,  at  Hei>koii-tai.  14,  43,  46,  47;  at  haUU  itf  Mididm 
260-94,  eompoMacm,  261 1  o&«Qalti«fl,  294. 

Dirmoif,  3rd,  1,  2,  17;  ui  Hn-kau^tai,  28,  33,  36,  44;  <t£  hmUU  ^ 
MwMden^  m  reierre,  89«  90 1  iient  to  the  Socond  Army,  1 10 1  shifted 
tto  tlie  left,  115,  118,  119,  123;  &ttaek  on  Yu-himg-itin,  1 37-43 1 
202. 

BlTisiOBr,  4lli,  18;  ol  hamm  nf  Mmkdm^  89,  96,  97,  99,  101,  102. 105; 
transfemd  to  Fonrtli  Armj,  1 10, 133 ;  111,  116 ;  t«tuni0  of  Bocond 
Arm  J,  124;  orte'of  battk,  132;  att^i^k  a&  Hjiiiio  Kuai<hiimg*|)iu 
134. 

DtTtUOff,  5tlu  dl  Bm^hm^im,  14,  18  (nDt«),  37,  40,  40,  45,  47 1  mmMim, 
m;  d«taO«d  d««cripUan  of  ntin^k,  51,  505  7;  &t  baliU  of  Mukd^, 
89.  95,  97,  99,  !00.  103,  H>4,  111,  113,  116,  U9,  124,  126,  127 1 
order  of  battle,  132,  149;  d«tAa«d  opemtimB,  l48-#0. 

DiTTsioif,  6tK  dlBemburkft,  348 ;  1,  2,  6, 18,  lit  Hd  kon  tni,  28. 

BiTuiQii,  7th^  lUTirm,  366,  398,  459 ;  At  203^ Metre  Hill,  400^3 ;  learai 
Fort  Asikm,  413  i  ordtr  of  Imttic,  459 ;  471 ;  at  baith  of  Mukdev^, 
«lt«eked  m  llftnk,  ^M. 

IhTisiOK,  fiih,  14,  21,  23,  ai  Etd^hrn'M,  29,  31,32,47,  56;  dbnudtioe,  50; 
at  baitU  of  Mullen,  89,  96,  97,  98,  101.  103,  105,  110,  114,  117, 
119;  moT«w  to  tlw  kft,  126  *  127, 128 1  order  of  bftttk,  133,  1S2 ; 
d«t«09d  optmfeloaA,  181-^218 ;  pham»  of  th«  ba4l%  183 ;  mtUckn  an 
Tftag^ddli^tim  «&d  Kfta-kuan^un,  198-206 1  tiol  aarth,  206  j 
M^Mk  on  Ohuiir -tan,  SOS-13. 

PiTistoM,  9tli,  &iTiv<M,  354;  355,380;  Imtm  Fort  Aii}iiir,413;  29th-31st 
August,  421-^,  446;  coder  of  Iwttk,  455|  id  haUk  of  JfiiUm, 
115,  128»  203i  mBkm  Unk  mm^  283,  S25i  OMullMt.  237; 
p»eelTe«  a  kanio,  229. 

DlTifijoar,  11th,  dinrmlArks,  S4S^  34$,  351,  355,  356,  378;  ]mrm  Port 
Aitlmr.  413 ;  attadc  of  Tk  and  Umm  Ku  Shm.  416-8 ;  ftik  in 
alfteokaf  &ct01n*knftaSlift]&.  421|446;orderoflMttl«,4G5;  sent 
lotlMflwt,86)  ioiaallfUiAm^.S?. 

BiramM,  I2tli,  ftt  htMh  d  Hnktai,  2A5-347 ;  joonsd  \n  ntorv*  W0idt, 
234;  oompoflitkKn,  296;  ftb&ndon^  iht  pnmiit,  337;  €uii«ltlM»  337; 
moirtnisnttt  of  2nd  lin«  trmncport^  339. 
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DiTisiON,  14tih,  arriyes,  483. 

D&ATTS,  syBtem  of,  479 ;  to  complete  units,  21. 

Dbunebitkbss,  66S. 

DuQ-oirrs,  4. 

K 

ElECTBIC  ALASM  WIBE8,  422. 

Engineebs,  23,  42 ;  at  hoHle  of  MvJcd&n,  96,  97,  98, 103, 104, 108, 114, 
119, 136, 140, 141 ;  losses,  145-6, 195, 269, 306, 317, 858 ;  addiiaonal, 
at  PoH  AHhwr,  366;  375;  reinforoementB,  396,  397-8;  458,  460, 
499,  508,  509,  514,  523,  function  of  diyisional  engineer,  632;  dotiee 
of,  642 ;  at  siege,  644. 

Entbenching  tools  cabbied,  638-9,  667,  668. 

Entbenchments,  new  Russian  pattern,  270 ;  diagram  of  trench,  279 ;  on 
SHu-kou  Shan,  301  and  Map  66,  307,  308,  at  Pien-niu-ln-pn,  312, 
on  the  Sha  Ho,  3-5,  6,  7,  contrast  of  Russian  and  Japanese,  19, 
41,  51 ;  Russian,  155, 188, 198-9 ;  Japanese  under  fire,  212 ;  Third 
Armj  entrenches  in  June  1905, 481 ;  dug  under  fire,  491 ;  501,  502, 
506,517;  at  night,  524. 

E<)UIPMEHT,  infantry,  notes  on,  346-7. 

Ebh-lung  Shak,  attack  on,  390-1,  392-3,  394,  mines  exploded,  397, 398, 
399,  400,  captured,  407;  attack  on,  445;  final  operations,  461-3; 
Map  79;  466. 

Extensions,  infantry,  152,  186,  187,  189-90,  201,  203,  208,  308,  820, 
332,  502,  506,  507,  511,  513. 

F. 

Fan  Ho.  287,  329,  331. 

Field  fobtification,  Russian,  at  Mukden,  213-4;  Russian  defence 
works,  624-8 ;  at  Nan  Shan,  conspicuous,  624,  passire  defence,  625 ; 
Shou-shan-pu,  625-6 ;  Liao-yang,  626-7.  Sir  W.  G.  Nicholson's 
remarks,  627-8 ;  635-8 ;  Tieh-ling,  636 ;  inyisibility,  637 ;  Sha-to-tsu, 
638.  See  also  Entrenchments,  Obstacles,  Hand-grenades,  Japanese 
defence  works. 

Fifth  Japanese  Abmy,  formed,  87 ;  92;  composition,  235  (note);  241, 
242,  243,  245,  247,  253,  256,  258,  262,  274,  276,  277. 

FiBE,  opened  by  Russians  at  1,200-800  yards,  515,  by  Japanese  at  1,000- 
800  yards,  515. 

FiBST  Japanese  Abmy,  at  the  battle  of  Mukden,  234-59 ;  oompodtkni, 
234 ;  position,  239 ;  orders,  240 ;  covers  25  miles,  245 ;  pursuit,  248 ; 
casualties,  252,  255;  rest,  253;  comments,  255-^;  operatiosis  of 
2nd  Division,  260-94;  the  pursuit,  275;  operations  of  the  12th 
Division,  295-347 ;  line  of  communication,  296. 

Flags,  380,  391,  424,  431,  435,  448,  472. 

Flank,  attacks,  211. 

Flank  mabch,  at  battle  of  Mukden,  223,  225. 

Fleet,  Japanese,  does  not  co-operate  in  attack  on  Port  Arthur  forts,  441. 

Fleet,  Russian,  bombards  troops,  351,  353,  354,  357,  417. 

FOBAGE,  338. 

FoBT  KuBOPATKiN,  description  of,  426-7 ;  374,  378,  380 ;  ci^stiire,  381 ; 
386;  attack  on  19th  August,  421;  recaptured  hj  Busnaas,  422; 
capture  of,  426-31 ;  artillery  action,  439-41. 
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FOUOASSKB,  467. 

FOUB-OUN  FIELD  BATTKBIB8,  614-6. 

Fourth  Japanbsb  Abmt,  28;  compoeition,  cU  bcUUe  of  Mukden,  87, 
2a'S ;  92,  95  ;  in  need  of  help,  109 ;  4th  DiviBion  sent  to  it,  110,  123, 
130 ;  164,  241,  247,  250,  251,  253,  254,  331. 

Fu-BHUN,  279;  attack  on,  281. 

G. 
General  Officer  leads  assault,  406. 
Grippenbero,  General.     See  Hei-kou-tai. 
Gun  platform,  382  (diagram). 
"  G  "  Work  captured,  387-8,  392,  393-4 ;  attack  on.  443. 

H. 

Hand-grenades,  16,  42,  84.  122,  139,  141,  165,  265.  267.  290.  307.  308, 
309.  346.  358.  367.  383.  406,  423,  431.  436.  451.  453.  screens  for 
protection.  462 ;  petroleum,  465 ;  469,  501,  515,  523. 

Haseoawa.  Major,  raid,  61-5. 

Head-coyer,  value  of,  83-4;  113,  188,  199;  absence  of,  214;  313,  321, 
624.  631  (photograph  13).  page  632.     See  aUo  Loopholes. 

Hei-kou-tai.  battle  of.  14,  28-53;  description  of  ground,  30;  casualties, 
48.  50 ;  Russians  engaged,  48 ;  Sir  Ian  Hamilton's  account,  53-9 ; 
attack  of  5th  Division,  505-7. 

HioH-EXPLosiVE  SHELL,  218.  228,  564-5,  568,  581-2,  600-1,  611. 

HiJiKATA  battery,  566-7,  614-5. 

Holdall,  blue  cloth.  668. 

Horsemanship.  Japanese.  176.  543. 

Horses  of  the  Cavalry,  538-9;  artillery.  589;  stampede.  38;  stand 
severe  cold.  80. 

Hospitals  at  Port  Arthur,  hit  by  shell.  406. 

Howitzers.  28-cm..  at  Mukden,  95,  151;  description,  382-3;  4  6-inch. 
416. 

Hsiao  Kubi-hsiko-pu,  attack  on,  134-6. 

Hsiao  Ku  Shan,  attack  on,  387,  399 ;  attack  and  capture  of,  416-8. 

Hsi  Shan,  attack  on.  355-8. 

Hun  Riyer,  description,  163, 182. 

I. 

IrE   BROKEN   BY   RUSSIAN   ARTILLBRY  FIRE,  282. 

Indirect  laying,  12. 14.  265,  272.  281,  291,  292,  307,  314,  357,  373,  584, 
604.  606,  625. 

Infantry  formations,  12. 15.  51-3 ;  (U  haiiU  of  Mfthden,  185, 138, 141, 
152.  158.  177-8.  186,  187.  189,  194.  201,  208,  208-10.  266,  307, 
332  (diagram) ;  ai  PaH  AHhw,  867,  868.  878,  888,  891,  893,  402. 
422,  448.  445,  452 ;  crawling,  469 ;  Rnssian  notes  on  Japanese, 
490-1.  494,  496-8 ;  attack.  501-19 ;  50^-7.  509,  512-3.  See  Attack, 
infantij. 

£    50t94.  TLT^ 
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Infantry,  Japanese,  equipment,  210;  bad  scouting,  889;  Mb,  383, 
666-9 ;  Sir  Ian  Hamilton's  opinion,  561 ;  CoL  Hfune't,  575;  duly 
life  of,  662-9. 

Infantry,  mounted,  398,  459 ;  Japanese  yiews  on,  550. 

INFANTRY,  Russian,  at  heUUe  of  Mukden,  led  by  mounted  offioen,  121, 
bad  shooting,  152,  347 ;  open  fire  at  1,500  yards,  201,  209  ;  fire  in 
rear  of  Japanese,  46;  Sir  Ian  Hamilton's  opinion,  561;  bad 
shooting,  639. 

Instructors,  615. 

Invisibility,  of  late  Russian  field  works,  637 ;  641-2 ;  of  Russian  works 
at  Mukden,  113,  172, 198,  213. 

I-Tzu  Shan,  sapping  commenced,  471. 


Japanese  defence  works,  629-32  (photographs  after  page  632) ;  main 
features,  630 ;  633-5 ;  redoubts,  630,  635,  641 ;  improvised  cover, 
640 ;  villages,  640.    See  oho  Field  works. 

K. 

Kachi-yama,  17. 
Kanjo,  228,  229-30. 
Kan-kuan-tun,  attack  on,  198. 
Khaki,  676. 

Kit,  Japanese  infanti-y,  667 ;  blue  holdal  668 ;  in  aoti<m,  668 ;  weight 
carried,  669.     See  aUo  Infantry,  Japanese. 

KoBU-YAMA,  captured,  393-4;  description,  450;  451,  452. 
KuAN-TUNO  Peninsula,  operations  in,  348-59 ;  description,  350. 

L. 
Latrines,  663. 

LiAO  River  as  line  of  communication,  479. 
Liu-SHU-TUN,  base  of  Second  Army,  372. 
Long-range  fire,  little  used,  513,  515. 
Loopholes,  8,  20.    See  also  Head-cover. 

M. 

Machine  guns,  5,  6,  7,  33,  45,  46,  56,  57 ;  at  hatile  of  Mukden,  83,  98, 
127, 135 ;  mountain  guns  brought  up  to  silence,  153-4 ;  number 
per  division,  234;  270,  271,  282,  288,  289,  306,  309,  311,  321,  346. 

Machine  guns,  at  PoH  Arthur,  357,  368,  375,  406,  434,  435,  436,  437, 
439,  460,  461,  510,  511,  517  ;  mountings,  526 ;  cayalry,  531 ;  549 ; 
emplacements  (photographs  8,  9  and  12),  page  632. 

Map,  captured,  101 ;  indifferent,  208,  322 ;  253 ;  found  on  dead  officer,  267. 
Medical  arrangements,  at  hatOe  of  Mukden,  in  5th  Division,  156, 159, 
174 ;  Chinese  stretcher  bearers,  205 ;  remarks  cm,  343. 

Metre  Hill,  208-,  367-8,  382,  389 ;  sapping,  394,  397 ;  Japanese  lepnlee, 
400-3,  401  (sketch);  capture  of,  403-4;  405;  attack  <m  20Cli 
September,  437;  supposed  timnels,  487;  description.  467;  final 
operations,  469-71. 
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M1WE8,  367,  868.  369.  391.  392.  393.  397.  406,  408,  400,  427,  459.  461. 

462,  463. 
M18HCMNKO,  Lieat-General,  raid,   13,   22,  23-^;    at  Hei-kou-tai,  35, 

481,482. 

Mixture  of  units,  299. 

Mo-CHiA-PU,  attack  on,  165-72, 196-7. 

M0RTAB8,  grenade,  515,  523;  at  batiU  of  Mukden,  108, 119, 134.  136,165; 

description,  391,  451. 
MoBTA&s,  light,  399,  416. 
"  M*'  Work,  description,  450;  captured.  472. 

Mukden,  battle  of,  operations  of  Second  Japanese  Armj,  83-147 ;  Oyama's 
plan,  86,  241,  255 ;  description  of  ground.  93.  113.  181.  219,  236-8 ; 
first  phase,  94 ;  second  phase,  97 ;  critidsm  of  the  Second  Army, 
107-8;  Russian  defences,  113;  third  phase,  118;  general  reserve, 
119  (note) ;  the  task  of  the  Second  Army,  130-2 ;  detaUed  account 
of  the  attack  on  Hsiao  Kuei-hsing-pu,  134-6 ;  detailed  account  of 
the  attack  on  Tu-hung-tun,  137-43;  casualties.  Second  Army, 
145-7 ;  operations  of  t£e  5th  Division,  148-80 ;  operations  of  the 
8th  Division,  181-218;  strength  of  units,  187  (note),  188,  215; 
operations  of  the  Third  Ji^>anese  Army,  219-30 ;  ilank  marches, 
223-5;  casualties.  Third  Army,  227;  operations  of  Japanese 
cavalry,  231-3 ;  operations  of  the  First  Japanese  Army,  234-59 ; 
Russian  order  of  battle,  240;  operations  of  the  2nd  Division, 
260-94;  operations  of  the  12th  Division,  295-347. 

N. 

Naoanuma,  Lieut.-Oolonel,  raid,  66-82. 

Nakamura,  Major-General,  leads  assault  on  fort,  466-7. 

Namako-tama.  description.  434 ;  captured,  381-2 ;  attack  on,  432 ;  capture 
of,  43^-5. 

Nan  Shan,  Russian  losses  at,  350. 

Naval  Brioade,  350,  374. 

NioHT  operations,  47,  49;  at  the  battle  of  Mukden,  90,  101,  119. 
121,  136,  140, 154, 171 ;  Japanese  lose  tiieir  way,  205,  266 ;  211-2, 
226-7, 274,  artiUery  fire,  303, 306-8  (diagram),  remarks,  344-6 ;  357 ; 
failure,  466-7 ;  489-90,  491.  500 ;  general  account,  520-5,  diagram 
522 ;  examples,  523 ;  by  cavalry.  559 ;  firing  by  artillery.  584.  601 ; 
605. 

Niu-CHIA-TUN,  attack  on,  24-6. 

North  Fort,  attacked,  393-4.  395.  396.  399.  400 ;  captured.  406 ;  451 ; 
final  attack.  459-61 ;  Map  78. 

**N*'  Work,  description.  450;  captured.  472. 

0. 

Obsertino  station.  5.  7.  374,  404.  405, 440,  630  (photographs  10  and  11), 
632. 

Obstacles,  5.  7. 19;  little  used  at  Mukden.  100.  134,  188.  199;  abattis 
and  pits,  213;  destruction  of,  265,  266,  269.  801.  312.  313;  wire 
cages.  313,  347 ;  value  of.  626,  627.  628.  630.  634.  637.  640-1. 

Order  of  battle.  Japanese,  ai  Hei-haU'tai,  49;  at  battle  of  Mukden, 
Second  Army,  132;    Third  Army,  221;   oi  Port  AHhur,  455-6. 

458. 


&dt  INDEX. 

Obdbb  of  battlb,  Busaiaji,  21 ;  at  Het-jkou-iat,  48;  oi  haiOB  of  jr«M«i, 
143,  240,  297. 

Obdebb,  74;  at  battle  of  Mukden,  88,  92,  94,  95,  101,  103;  lioenoe  in 
cariTing  out,  104;  106, 107, 109, 112, 114, 116,  116,  123.  124, 126, 
126,  129;  transmiBsion  of,  214;  241,  248,  249,  261,  262,  263,  276, 
278 ;  before  battle  of  Mukden,  297 ;  298,  304,  306,  310,  325,  390. 

Outposts,  496. 

Oybbhead  coyeb,  396 ;  (photograph  4)  632,  636. 


Pan-luno  Shan  (East),  attack  on,  374,  375,  376,  378;  396,  422-4. 

Pan-luno  Shan  (West),  attack  on,  375,  376,  378,  422-4. 

Pay  in  the  field,  677. 

Physical  exbbcises,  662,  670-2. 

PiEN-Niu-LU-PU  oaptubbd,  306 ;  described,  312. 

Pobt  Abthub,  siege  of,  348-473;  garrison,  349-50,  362,  369,  377,  410; 
operations  in  Kuan-tung  pexunsula,  350-9 ;  siege  begins,  359  (tee 
Casualties) ;  epitome  of  operations,  360-9 ;  descriptaon  of  defences, 
362 ;  diary  of  the  siege,  370-415 ;  general  attack  of  19th-26th 
August,  373-6 ;  water  supply  cut,  381 ;  general  attack  of  30th 
October,  392-4 ;  general  attack  of  26th  November,  399-400 ;  attack 
on  203-Metre  Hill,  400-4;  East  forts  captured,  408-9 ;  surrender, 
409-13;  well-fed  appearance  of  garrison,  410,  412;  summarj, 
413-5 ;  supplies  captured,  415 ;  attack  and  capture  of  Ta  Kn  Shan 
and  Hsiao  Ku  Shan,  416;  operations,  13th  to  22nd  Augost, 
419-20 ;  19th  to  31st  August,  421-5  ;  capture  of  Fort  Kuropaikin. 
426-31 ;  19th  to  22nd  September,  432-8 ;  employment  of  artillery, 
19th  September,  439-40;  attack  on  Chi-kuan  Shan  works  in 
October,  442-54 ;  net  results,  453 ;  order  of  battle  of  Third  Army, 
455-6,  458 ;  concluding  operations,  457-73 ;  assaults  in  November, 
464-71. 

Punishment,  powers  of,  660-1. 

Putilov  Hill,  1,  5. 

"  P  "  WoBK,  captured,  393-4 ;  description,  450 ;  452. 

Q. 

"  Q  "  WoBK,  attack,  399,  400,  451 ;  description,  450 ;  captured,  472. 


R. 

Raids,  551-7 ;  Japanese,  59-65 ;  66-82 ;  remarks  on,  80 ;  articles  carried, 
81.     See  also  Mishchenko. 

Railway,  built  by  Russians,  28,  161,  162;   blockhouses,   75;    bridge 

destroyed,  75 ;  line  destroyed,  79. 
Ranqino,  563-4,  570-1,  573. 

Rations,  338,  339 ;  emergency,  347,  369 ;  384 ;  663. 
Reab  aiTABDS,  Russian,  189. 

Reconnaissance,  Japanese,  faulty,  203 ;    misleading,  280 ;  283,  289 ; 
Japanese  method,  491,  496 ;  502,  512 ;  cavalry,  532-3. 

Reinfobcbmbnt,  136, 169, 201, 205 ;  system  of,  208,  209 ;  211. 
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RiPOETB,  678-83. 

Resibyi  rkoimskts  bent  to  L.  of  C.  duty,  423. 

Reskbyib,  99,  239,  517. 

Reyolyer,  not  approved  of,  3i5. 

Rumours,  fabe,  429. 

Ruse,  44;  camp  fires,  310;  rear-guard,  332. 

Rushes,  98,  135,  136,  186,  187,  209,  210,  284,  291,  344,  504,  506,  507, 
510,  514. 

Russian  Army,  orgamsatkni  at  begiiming  of  1905,  21. 

"  R  "  Work,  deeoripUon,  450 ;  captured,  472. 


Saohalien,  expedition  to,  484-6. 

Sandbaos,  used  in  attack,  93,  142,  185,  186,  197,  198,  212,  carried  by 
field  artillery,  282  (note) ;  508,  511,  609,  640. 

Sandepu,  battle  of.     See  Hei-kou-tai. 

San  oen,  description,  120 ;  attack  on,  121. 

Sanitary  measures,  absence  of,  175;  liYing  underground,  343;  in 
occupied  districts,  653-5 ;  in  cantonments,  663. 

Sapping,  379,  384,  389,  393,  394,  429,  437,  442,  443,  446,  Map  76. 

Scouts,  84, 190,  no  special  trained,  533. 

Sbarchlioht,  2,  6,  374,  424,  425,  643. 

Second  Japanebb  Abmy,  defensive  line  on  the  Sha  Ho,  1-10 ;  operations, 
20th  October  to  29th  January,  and  battle  of  Hei-koa-tai,  11-53; 
casualties,  19  (note)  ai  battU  of  Mukden,  83-147;  composition, 
87 ;  reserve,  90 ;  strength,  107 ;  4th  Division  given  to  the  Fourth 
Army,  110;  extends  to  the  left,  115;  its  task,  130-1 ;  base,  372, 
385 ;  position  at  end  of  the  war,  629. 

Sha  Ho,  defensive  line  on,  1-10;  description,  1,  2 ;  17-20. 

Sha-totzu,  attack  on,  113, 116, 127, 128, 165-72. 197,  200,  202,  206. 

Shelters,  3. 

Shields,  379  (diagram),  380,  430,  436.  515,  589.  607,  643;  sap  shield, 
646. 

Shock  tactics,  488,  527,  528,  535,  545. 

Shrapnel,  567,  572 ;  effect  of,  598-600;  606. 

Shui-shih-yino  redoubts,  capture  of,  436-7. 

Shu-kou  Shan,  entrenchments  on,  301. 

SlEOE  PABK,  389. 

Siege  tbbnchbs,  396,  436-7 ;  diagrams,  646-7 ;  evolution  of,  650-1. 

SlEOE  WOBKS,  643-51. 

Sionallino,  used  at  battle  of  Mukden,  227, 532, 563, 573, 593 ;  introduced, 
607. 

Spies,  bring  false  news,  221. 

Staff  Diabibb,  678-83. 

Sunq«shu  Shah,  attack  on,  390,  392-^,  394;  guns  silenced,  395;  mines 
exploded*  897,  399,  assault  fails,  400,  plan.  408,  oaptux«d,  408 ; 
452 ;  Map  80;  final  operaUons,  463-4;  466;  assault  led  by  General 
Nakamura  fidls,  466-7. 
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Supply,  337-8;  diary  of  moTement  of  ooliiiniiB  of  IMi  Dlfkina  «(t 
battle  of  Mukden,  339-42 ;  diagram,  340;  by  the  BiTer  Idao,  479. 

SuBPBiSE,  279,  280,  286,  359. 

Swords,  officers',  15. 


Tactics,    Japanese,    Russian    notes   on,  487^00.    See  aUo  hduitrj. 

Artillery,  &c. 

Tailoes,  674. 

Ta  Kit  Shan,  attack  and  capture  of,  415-8. 

Tatsumi,  Lieut.-General  (8th  Division),  30  (note),  44. 

Tblbphone,  cut,  99 ;  167, 187 ;  not  satisfactory,  214 ;  228 ;  break  down« 
250,  440,  441 ;  cavalry,  530;  artillery,  591,  593,  604.  607. 

Tents,  663. 

Thibd  Japanbsb  Abitt,  assembles  at  Hsiao-pei-lio,  84;  ai  haM§  of 
Mukdm,  composition,  220, 361 ;  94,  99, 100, 103, 105, 107, 110, 114, 
123,  130, 191,  196,  219-30 ;  defeats  16th  Russian  Army  Corpa  in 
open  ground,  245 ;  253,  254 ;  formed,  348,  joined  by  1st  Reserve 
Brigade,  350 ;  reinforcements,  354 ;  for  operations  at  Port  Arthur, 
see  Port  Arthur ;  7th  Division  arrives,  366 ;  order  of  battle,  455-^ ; 
concluding  operations,  478-83 ;  line  of  oommunioaUon,  479»  481 ; 
entrenches,  481,  joined  by  14th  Division,  483. 

TiEH-LiNa,  defences,  237,  movement  on,  253 ;  attack  on,  293 ;  entered, 
293,  330,  burning  of,  329,  330. 

Tinned  bations,  Russian,  162-3. 

ToMiOKA,  Colonel,  detachment,  88,  96,  103, 105,  106,  111,  124 ;  order  of 
battle,  133. 

Tbamway,  light,  laid,  483. 

Tbanspobts,  protection  of,  484. 

Tbench  bailways,  378. 

Tbuce  at  battle  of  Mukden,  used  to  facilitate  retreat,  247-8. 


Umezawa  Bbiqade  at  the  battle  of  Mukdm,  234,  243,  245,  246,  249,  251, 
253,  254,  275,  296,  303,  327,  328,  329,  331. 


V. 

Yalises  left  behind  in  actiSn,  356,  373,  668. 

y OLLEY  FiBiNQ,  Russians  give  up,  200 ;  497,  515. 


W. 

Wano-tai,  attack  on,  399,  captured,  409. 

Wan-pu-chibh,  attack  on,  280. 

Weatheb,  ai  haHle  of  MuMen,  100,  104,  125,  129,  157,  171,  table  of 
temperature,  174;  191,  226,  238,  250,  264,  265,  316,  320,  337. 

WSLLB,  663. 
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Whistle,  not  used,  505,  518. 

Whitb  flag,  321,  326. 

Wounded  picked  up  under  fire,  153. 

Wounds,  at  Mukden,  classification,  147,  215. 


Ya-lu  Armt.     See  Fifth  Japanese  Army. 

YANG-9HIH-TUN,  attack  on,  198. 

Ya-pa-tai,  attack  on,  41. 

YuEH-PU-TZU,  attack  on,  184-6. 

Yu-HUNO-TUN.  description,  120,  attack  on,  121,  128,  137-43.  166,  night 
attack  formation,  522-3,  524. 

Yu  Ta  Shan,  capture  of,  378. 
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B  ^  BXLT,  SOABBAJUlp  AMU  6WOBD  KMOT 
ON  IN  TTS  APPI^iaATION  TO  MIXJTAHY  LIFB.    MauimI  i*IL 


B4 


Artujr  t^ 


i'l^l.l  %k..r 


itiUTAMT  mmKS.  fmUMrd  ^^  Awtimfii^tsinmn^t 


SUn.ir    ,  ..  •..•,-.,  ,     .  . 

Tr^'JjjKi  '^i   1 .1-*,--,  v.. .       i     •  .  ■       . 

Tjp^  Kx<«refi«4Ni  o(   Kitn»r<t«  froTii  lli^y^Lrri'^itHl  Ui4e«i  far  mm  til  d^iullrfai^  |f«r 

SCOUTS.    Tmiini>K  hd'1  u^tnif.    Lcctiim  bv  Col  F.  C«  C^^nr.    IWl    M 
SOBJIWS*    SUnt|jit'4^  l.piAtJb^.     ?riTvi#L>«u  ^,  fnr  H^f^iP^-eiiFtliqi  l^fca*.     J{4-|«?n.  fti 

M*ir.,  £/>  4 If,     IbiMt,  £1  Iff. 

OIBaE  O l^fi it& T 1 019 9  in  ik]  C^mpitJKii  ttirfttiuH  rr«iif«i«  \M7M U    (Vtm  Tri  jhiwmi> 

"J'ra.tjfllHJi'il,     4.«-.  J^3*L 

mUhia^  WARM.    Tlu^r  I     iM^T.f^^ncirr*f^ti«'.     TMrd  f^ytjilti.    lOOfi,     4t. 
9OMj|XILAir0.    Iiti  ilou.     1907.     Vol.  L    a^^n^kMi,  l*fm^fpitffm. 

Ditto,  0|uritrhm'u^    Hm-OI.   l^aic^il  UlMorj^  TiiiL^,V<iLtt   4«l 

SOUTH  AFBIOJlir  WiiB,  tSBO  t902:- 
^lJ,^li,■.l     ■l>r,,,,|^eQigjjt^       7*.   fid, 

aFSCIAI*  BJeOBBVB:-- 


■  k  vi'/  *  ■p-fi  w%' 
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I  IJAININH  ON  E?fJJBTMKXT.    l^T.    MOYAI.  AirTlT^ 

Ah   JiKaiKKEUS,    AND    IKFANTHV,     (I»iir<l    wlHi  Ui« 

A.O.,    iNwLi     llKt7,    nK^tli"JC    ^l^"*    Qi|^uf«ftttoii    ^iT  tlui    9fiaei«l 


:;fi. 


WtK¥T  OOLI.SQB.     Hf^i^itMloni'.     I^KKT^.     iii. 

BTAT^^   ';i3mn>l.     r»ntJ<^^wf,   (Vmi  ^chtlknd^Jf],    Fmrik  BfUtioti,    1905^   {J&yrfl«fcd^ 

STATIONS  OF  tTNTTS  OF  BKaUl^AB.  IHX^ITIA^  YBOVAWBY.  JUTO 

tSTATlTTBS  rwUlfuy  U^iiif  \Vju  n(IW  rui-l  tu  tin*  Arm  v.     I«**l    A*, 
BTATOTOBY  FOWEKS  .  f  t^c  Srn  j . Uitv  of  Bute,  fifiif»aroe  flrmfech«     lt?lfc 
8T8AM  BKOOtES  A}fB  B01LHB8.     ltfrttKK<'mviK  ttU    Hytn  m»d  UmmM 

iiAA<«ii  SUirwii,  Mid  Stur^i  tiommott  to  L&mi  and  N«va)  Ritrviiui,    I  WML   Ihtti  l«   l&Bki 
d0PAH  ALlf  JUV  AOt    im^.    CtTED}ttk-d  to  Ibe  LtileiU|?M^  tl||«rfaivd,  I3ilm    !& 


lni£i(tu),    \dw, 

L  inJ   U.i  JVtr     '"      '^      '    ^^flt*rii  tSmiJai*    H?,   £ttl«fii  fitfrfnw    V. 

mUFBhr,    irftAK91'OBT,    AMD     JIARBACB    SBminOXft. 


IJiyilff  t«l    UAmiit    L^rL'*     rM-afii     lfa(>4     inL^ltiltiiL 
▲Mil     .         ^ 


imA«      AH 


Slit  Vlonf 


^  BE  CHARGED    ^^ 
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Or. 


Tr* ! 


mm 


uUOlra 


i.n  .liAirii  90,  t9ii»,«oeMo^  lb*  iirOer  M 


TmAC^r  -  rii 

TBAOraiO  HAirVAU* 

TBirXFBT  AJTD  Bl 

TptttfJtifci;  of  Truinj-' 
TT:  !     JUfB    BUeLS   SOUNDS, 


TYPHOID  lAKT"      ' 

UOA1V0A  ra!dT_  _  _  _  _-ATB.     T'r 
tTBDU  asrOIitSH  PBXICXB. 
YAXJB8  BatfTPW«?rr     r  . 


I'M*!     3  a.         iMlll     tfftii*     *!«■     UftTVkjr* 


»  .  .i  I  111  irTitfti^  ifi      ^ 'I  :, 
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VBVXBSAX.  StBKABB 
VBTBRIKABT  OOBPB      *  m, 

VBTBmillABT  BBBTIGBB.    Atvy. 

voii0irTBBm  Foiicfz 

j<Mta«£i 


Ik 


u  nL 


BlgM.  fur*      Ami  1 


WAJl 

WAB  oryicE  Lin,  im.  Mif  6^  mrt*mm  «t  jk««.  ia  i^^i 

WAB  Oil  liAlTD.     r»wi  ft&it  r^icAfe*  «4,      4«  4rfii>r4  t'V  tW  U* 

WHAT-   TO    OriiKtlVF.    KHn    M&W    To    Bft^Cm^T    IT*       TsM    TtiMrwiti.t 


-v.^  V  I  nil-  fU  ^f 
I 


B" 
TBOMAJfBlf. 

sviiUUJrB 


i^nnalkMi^mflnili^.    Wltli«IU|^    Opt.,  fieii.    4«, 


MILITARY  BOOKSy  puhlishfd  btf- Avihority^conUmuld. 

Schools.    Army — continued. 

Singing  in.    Begns.  for  Teaching.    1901.    Id. 

Standing  Orders  for  Inspectors,  Examiners,  and  Teachers.    1906.    6d. 

Technical  Terms,  with  Definitions,  and  of  Words  of  Frequent  Occurrence  in  Army 

Orders.    Lists  of.    For  use  in.     1906.    2d. 
Type  Exercises  of  Extracts  from  Begimontal  Orders  for  use  of  Candidates  for 
Third-class  Certificates  of  Education.     1900.    3d. 
8COXTTS.    Training  and  use  of.    Lecture  by  Col.  P.  C.  Carter.    1905.    2d, 
80RBW8.    Standard  Leading.    Provision  of,  for  Screw-cutting  Lathes.     Beport  of 

Committee.    1906.    U, 
SBVASTOPOL.    Siege  of.    185i^5.    8  vols.,  with  Case  of  Maps  and  Plans.    Half 
Mor.,  £5  4«.    C^th,  £4  As. 
Or  separately  :^\6i,  I.    Engineer  Operations.    £168.;   Vol.11.    Ditto.    With 
Case  of  Maps  and  Plans.    £2  108.;   Vol.  IIL     Artillery  Operations.    10s. 

8EWAOB.    Practical  Treatment  of.    The  latest  development  of.    1^3.    6d. 

8IBaB  0PBRATI0N8  in  the  Campaign  against  France,  1870-71.    (T/mi  Tiedematm}, 

Translated.    4s.  6d 
8iaNAZ<I«INQ.    Training  Manual.    1907.    6d. 
8KAZX  ABK8.    Text  Book.    1904.    2s,  6dL 

8MACL  WAB8.    Their  Principles  and  Practice.    Third  Edition.    1906.     4s. 
80MAIiII«AKD.    Military  Beport  on.     1907.     Vol.  L     Geographical,  Descriptive, 
and  Historical.    2s. 
Ditto.  Operations  in.   1901-04.   Official  History.  Vol.  L  3«.  ;  Vol.  IL  4«. 

80UTH  AF&IOAN  WAB,  1899-1902:— 

Medical  Arrangements.    7*.  6d. 

Surgical  Cases  Noted.    7s.  6d. 

Bailways.    4s, 

Telegraph  Operations.    10«. 

Voluntary  Organisations  in  aid  of  the  Sick  and  Wounded.    Beix)rt  of  tte  Central 
British  Bed  Cross  Committee  ou.    1902.    Ss.  ^ 

8PB0IAX<  BB8BBVB:— 

SCHEME  FOB  THE  PBOVISTON,  OBGANIZATION,  AND  TBAINING  OF 
THE   SPECIAL   BESEBVE    required  to   supplement    the  Begular   Army, 
and  the  Application  of  the  Scheme  to  the  existing  Militia.      (Special  A.O., 
Dec.  23,  1907.)    2d. 
SYLLABUS    OF   TRAINING  ON  ENLISTMENT.    1907.    BOYAL  ABTIL- 
LEBY,    BOYAL    ENGINEEB8,    AND    INPANTBY.      (Issued   with   the 
Special     A.O.,    Dec,     1907,    regarding    the    Organization    of   the    Special 
BeserveO    2d. 
8TAFF  COLLBQB.     Begulations.     1905.    2d. 
8TAFP.  General.    Duties  of.  ( Fori  Schellendoi^ff).  Fourth  Eklition.    1905.    (Reprinted^ 

1908.)    bs. 
STATIOm  OF  UKIT8  OF  BBaULAB,  KILITIA,  7B0KAKBT,  AJTD 

VOLUNTEEB  FOBCES.    Issued  Quarterly.    2d. 
8TATITTB8  relatingto  the  War  Office  and  to  the  Army.    1880.    5*. 
8TATT7TOBT  POWBB8  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Ordnance  Branch.     1879.     6«. 
STBAX  BNaiKB8  AND  BOILBB8.     Management  of.    Notes  and  Memoranda. 

1897.    Id. 
8T0BE8  used  in  H.  M.  Service.  Priced  Vocabulary  of .  Land  Service  Stores,  Naval  Ord- 
nance Stores,  and  Stores  common  to  Land  and  Naval  Services.    1906.    Part  I.    la.  9rf. 
Part  II.    3#.  6d 
8X7DAN  ALMANAC    1908.    Compiled  in  the  Intelligence  Department,  Cairo.    1«. 
8XTDAK.    The  Anglo-Egyptian.     A  Compendium  prepared  by  Officers  of  the  Sudan 
Government: — 

Vol.   I.      Geographical,  Descriptive,   and   Historical  \with    Eiyhty-two  IlhS' 

tratiotis).    lOs. 
Vol.  II.    Boutes.    Is.  6d.     (I^ot  contaminf)  Chapter  VII.,  Supplement  (-4).) 
Ditto.      In  Separate  Chapters.     1«.  each:  — 

I.  and  II.,  Nil.    III.    North-Easteru   Sudan.     IV.   Eastern  Sudan.     V. 

Central  Sudan.    VI.  South-East«rn  Sudan.    VII.  Bahr-el-GhazaL    VIIl. 

Kordofau.    IX.  North- Western  Sudan. 

Ditto.  Chapter  VII.   Supplement  (A).  Bi»hr-el-Ghazal.  Additional  Bontes.  If. 

SUDAN    CAMPAiaN.    History    of   the.     In    two   parts,    with   Case   of   Mape. 

1890.    15*. 
SUPPLY,     TBANSPOBT,    AND     BABBAOX     8BBYI0B8.      BegulatioiiB. 
1«9«.     9d. 

10 


mUTAnr  books  fmHi»M^AmkaHt^^<iomlttmL 

•d  )Ur,  1901  Ma;,  Kisv.,  IW^  Nov.,  l!»i$  M«jr»  IffiHr.,  mi  It- 


LHlJti  AiuO,   y^tt.    l^l'V,    il'Oa,   liKli,  L'*4.^  1306 


mXPVtmxvmk    SsrvfcM.    TmtlMiA.    IWI7.    UML 


FtBt^  SERTIOB,    MAHiiil  lor :  ^ 
J.: 

I'*  ^,        lit. 

tire«    Ifiia;,    lit 


n) 


•SmVlCB  POCiCST  BOOK.     rrrifUi  ia<il\      1907.     1# 


lUy  |!m*.     I  I 


^^^^  !«#»<< 


FmiUlCIAL  tJfSTBtXOTlOMi  IK  &ftLAXXOH  TO  ARMY  ACCOUMTm. 

Hmt     if'rvfiKitMMJ),    ly.  (rfidtrnrrMt**) 


F&AJfOO-QB&VAir    WAR,   lt70*71.       Ti««»Uita  l^tmi  lit   Ckvnuii  UfllLl«l 

AcciJiUii,     Firev^U     jLii  \U*ft*L 

y^l  I  (Soei  I  to  6).    Outbmk  oi  UactJUtk*  to  HaKI**^  r. r-.  ^ 
ttMiad  I*>^.f){4t<krT  ''f  liu»  Wat  Airtitijit  ib*  lte|ttbUo^ 

IL    INfuu  bi  £vi  Ml  IlAlt^  of  WArtb  mml  #jilofamii»    Itil  mmmt^    it* 


Vri 


r,.  *  Advunm  6t  ThkA  Afw;  tMoi  Atmf  at  0m  Mpus  Bgpbirt  Jkrmfi4  ChslnoK. 

Bit  •  *f'^    f  i-f-i«^> 

11.     Ev-  1  ■aln.T  Ijal-..  _.    l^-....:.   J  f  WrT  III  W^lffTH  FtMi* 

iSi     l»«  -  ' '  Army  «>i  ttu^  Rtii^iv     CI{XtttTiM>i«t  ^ter  f«ll  i4 

13.  t>c<  1111  >M'^  >(  Wiir  in  OentnJ  fntmt  np  Ur  lU-uoe9|«l&«o  t< 

14 ,  ^t '  .f  n ; '  r  '  >  I . . :-  I  .^f  F^trtff  lip  U>  »ii4^|i»  t^  l^trrAlH^'i     €«. 

i;^,     >h.i   ir, ,  .   |,  I    .  the   IjiveMtmvjkt  uf    P&riv  ftiid  0«PTUi?iiilo«>  hwinpt 

Kfimd* »  j*iiJ:Taj  [i^  I  [^mmNudiitfittnt  iif  llf7t-    -r»  fiX 
If.    l^piKfiedlugR  m  St*eot)d  Aimiy  frt^iD  4-4JiiiinRti^Mi»ptil  ^  ItH  ttntfl  Uiv  AmMkem 


4.      BdWl*  1^1  f^<'^^f^il»<»y*N*>uiIb.    3«/ 

iktk    UAtitr  fjf  ^Siaikn.   PitMiLidu  ol  the  Gcrm&Tii'  iii  tbt]  aft4um<£iB  «Iiiijnly  |j«kif«  lJM«wi 

OXJUIAJr  FSJIIiD  AKXilil^KftY.    IMll  ^^^m^    111051    U  ii/» 
DliiQk.       Mn1i]»'a  Frule^ti  lor.     U 

1.Vi«r.  i^.r*.    L«jid  Sor^tcxs     1  .:!«  htJiii*     $4^ 

13-K*  t**  *"  cwL  A,  V'  ^^      *  -  >M  .     llPCdp    *t 

]l4tf.  JK.L.  til  ft  €vi  I  ^V  uijl  1  Va.  1^  UufliMi  Mttl^  I,*.  L" 


